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FOR THOSE WHO LOVE THE TRUTH AND HATE ERROR

Respect for Authority
Dub McClish
In every system there is a basic, core principle that largely determines the nature and operation of the whole. In the
business world, the guiding principle is to turn a profit. In
the sports world, winning is the principal thing. In politics,
getting elected and remaining in office are paramount. And
so it goes in every area of endeavor. In God’s plan for man,
the fundamental principle that overrides all others and that
applies to all of our human endeavors is respect for and obedience to appropriate authority.

dam of decency and modesty, the flood was not long in coming.

There have always been rebels. However, widespread
rebellion against authority in modern times may be traced
to the 1960s when the “flower child” and “hippie” cultures
made their appearance, defying such things as conventional
modes of dress and cleanliness and abandoning civilized
moral standards. This period of rebellion climaxed in student riots on college campuses and demonstrations in the
streets for various causes. The rebels marched to the slogan,
“If it feels good, do it.” There were many (and often violent)
“peace” protests aimed at stopping the Vietnam War. Antiauthoritarianism and antinomianism captured the hearts of
a large percentage of the young people of that generation.

The break in the dam has grown far beyond a mere
crack. It is now so wide that about the only arrests for pornography, of which one reads anymore, is an occasional bust
of Internet viewers and/or traffickers. Otherwise, the several
laws against pornography still on the books are generally ignored. The “adult” video and book store owners rest secure
in plying their filthy and corrupting trade. What was once
a business that had to stay largely underground and under
the counter is now a wide-open multibillion dollar business,
shoved in our faces almost everywhere we turn.

The “sexual revolution” occurred in this period—one
of the tragic symptoms of the rebellion against all previous
norms of decency and sexual purity. This revolution became
increasingly noticeable in the lyrics of the songs, especially
from the rock culture. Theater productions, movies, and TV
programs began at first to dabble a bit in risqué and suggestive scenes and profanity beyond what had previously been
allowed by the producers themselves. With this crack in the
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It has gradually grown ever wider, sweeping away practically all restrictions in its downward course. The movie and
TV “rating” systems are some of the biggest jokes around.
The PG movies of today would never have been allowed out
of Hollywood fifty years ago, because they would have been
deemed utterly indecent and prurient for adults, let alone
children.

The roots of the rampant spiritual apostasy that characterizes so many in the church are not mysterious: They are
easily traceable to the anti-authoritarianism that crept into
the church in that same era.
All of these things (and there are many others) are symptomatic of the rebellion against authority that began about
forty years ago. When attacks upon authority are allowed
to flourish unchecked, they have a way of growing in everwidening circles. We can see it all about us in our beloved
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Most messages posted on social media, such as Facebook, pertain to what most of us would call “small talk”—
recipes, marriage anniversaries, birthdays, birth announcements, illnesses, death notices, all sorts and sizes of family
pictures–especially infants, babies, and children–human interests stories, video clips about anything, humourous stories, jokes, music, politics, along with people’s personal
grunts, groans, and gripes, etc. With many, it is a place for
them to vent their frustrations and anger at whatever they
allow to “punch their buttons,” ride their hobbies, and share
their happiness. Among the foregoing, are those who use social media somewhat like people use their psychiatrists and,
thus, confess much of their private hang-ups to the world. To
a great extent social media functions on the same basis and
plan as do the soap operas, keeping their devotees returning
again and a again.
However, social media affords opportunities to teach
the Bible in general, Biblical morals, the gospel of Christ,
the plan of salvation, and all things about the New Testament
church. We are able to examine fallacious reasoning and expose its sophistry as we also prove the existence of God, the
Deity of Christ, and the plenary, verbal inspiration of the
Bible. Moreover, we have a great opportunity to expose every kind of error and the false teachers who propagate them.
In so doing, we can direct people to the truth on any spiritual
or moral topic, especially spiritual truth pertaining to man’s
salvation from sin.
Recently, I had occasion to do some teaching via Facebook concerning how to “rightly divide the Word of Truth”
in studying the Bible (2 Tim 2:15; Col. 3:17; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17;
Jam. 1:25; Heb. 4:12: John 12:48). Having posted my original article, a discussion developed because of the comments
that were made in reply to my post on the same. The following is derived therefrom. It is hopeful that it will benefit
all those who are hungering and thirsting after righteousness
(Mat. 5:6).
One of the problems with those who believe the Bible to
be the Word of God is that they do not know how to determine from the divine volume whether their actions are right
or wrong—whether God is pleased with their conduct, or
not. Thus, we need to know how to properly study the Bible.
The Bible teaches that we must learn how to study it
correctly or we will stand ashamed before God—and stand
before Him we will to give account to Him in the final Judgment Day of the deeds done in our time on earth (2 Tim.
2:15; 3:16, 17; Rom. 14:12). Furthermore, we are obligated to have Jesus’ authority for everything we believe and
practice (Colossians 3:17). To engage in actions not autho-

(Continued Middle of Page 20)
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2016 SPRING CHURCH OF CHRIST CFTF LECTURESHIP

THEME: FATAL ERROR ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT
Wednesday, February 24—Sunday, February 28
David P. Brown, Lectureship Director

Lectures can be viewed live via internet on our website: www.churchesofchrist.com.
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
6:30 PM CONGREGATIONAL SINGING
7:00 PM
The Fatal Error on Acts 2:38, 39
8:00 PM
The Fatal Error on Mark 16:15-20
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25
9:00 AM
The Fatal Error on the Promise of Holy Spirit Baptism in Matthew 3:11 and Luke 3:16
10:00 AM
The Fatal Error that the Holy Spirit is the Same Person as Jesus
11:00 AM
The Fatal Error on the Nature and Purpose of Miracles
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The Fatal Error of John Wesley’s Second Work of Grace
2:30 PM
The Fatal Error on the Doctrine of Being Filled With the Holy Spirit
3:30 PM Conducting the Open Forum—Don Tarbet
Dinner Break
6:30 PM CONGREGATIONAL SINGING
7:00 PM
The Fatal Error of Present Day Holy Spirit Baptism
8:00 PM
The Fatal Error on 1 Corinthians 13:8-13
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26
9:00 AM
The Fatal Error on Joel’s Prophecy in Joel 2:28-32
10:00 AM
The Fatal Error on the Work of the Holy Spirit in Drawing People to Christ (John 6:44-45)
11:00 AM
The Fatal Error on John 7:37-39
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The Fatal Error on the Laying on of Hands of the Apostles of Christ
2:30 PM
The Fatal Error Concerning the Holy Spirit’s Inspiration of the Bible Writers
3:30 PM Conducting the Open Forum—Dub McClish
Dinner Break
6:30 PM CONGREGATIONAL SINGING
7:00 PM
The Fatal Error on John 3:5
8:00 PM
The Fatal Error of a Direct and Immediate Leading by the Holy Spirit From the Word
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
9:30 AM
The Fatal Error on the Doctrine of Speaking in Tongues
10:30 AM
The Fatal Error on 1 Corinthians 12:13
10:30 AM—LADIES ONLY—The Single Woman—Laura Blake
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The Fatal Error of Mac Deaver on the Work of the H. S. in Sanctification of the Christian
1:30 PM—LADIES ONLY—The Married Woman—Sue Stulting
2:30 PM
The Fatal Error that the Holy Spirit is not Deity or a Person
3:30 PM Conducting the Open Forum—Michael Hatcher
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28
9:30 AM
The Fatal Error of John Calvin’s Doctrine of Irresistible Grace
10:30 AM
The Fatal Error on Spiritual Gifts
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The Fatal Error of Special Illumination by the Holy Spirit
2:30 PM
The Fatal Error of the Work of the Holy Spirit Operating Directly on the Alien Sinner in
Conjunction with the Word in Conviction and Conversion
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Daniel Denham
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Michael Hatcher
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Geoff Litke
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Gene Hill

Johnny Oxendine
Michael Hatcher
Roelf Ruffner
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Lunch Provided by the Spring Church • Book of Lectureship Available • RV Hook-Ups • Video & Audio Recording • Approved Displays

Elders: Kenneth D. Cohn and Buddy Roth
Spring Church Secretary: Sonya West ~ E-mail: sonyacwest@gmail.com ~ Phone: (281) 353-2707

SPRING CHURCH OF CHRIST ~ PO BOX 39 (Mailing address) ~ 1327 SPRING CYPRESS ROAD, SPRING, TX 77383
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From the Writings of an old Apache Preacher

ADMONISHING ONE ANOTHER
Apache Crying Bear
Much of the New Testament is made up of epistles
penned by Paul to congregations, and a pivotal part of these
letters involved teaching the brethren how to treat one another. In this lesson, I want to focus on the command to
admonish one another. Paul wrote, “And I myself also am
persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of
goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish
one another” (Rom. 15:14).
What does the word admonish mean? James Strong says
that it means “to put in mind,” by implication to caution or
reprove gently, admonish, warn. Thayer added the word exhort to the definition. In order to discuss the command to
admonish one another, we want to use the words that Paul
used to the saints in Romans 15:13-14. The apostle wrote,
Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the
Holy Ghost. And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge,
able also to admonish one another.

Please notice in verse 14 that Paul was persuaded that they
were able to admonish one another. These brethren had the
ability to do what Paul was asking of them. Of course, all of
us today have the same ability.
Please also notice that they were able to admonish because they were filled and even overflowing with certain
things: joy, peace, hope, goodness, and knowledge. Had they
been without these things, or deficient in them, they would
have lacked the ability to admonish. Logically speaking, to
be able to properly admonish one another today, we must be
filled with these same five things and to the same degree. Let
us now look at each in a little more detail.
First, notice that they were full of joy. Repeatedly, Jesus
spoke of His desire for His apostles to be full of joy. “These
things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain
in you, and that your joy might be full” (John 15:11).
“Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye
shall receive, that your joy may be full” (John 16:24). The
apostles of the Christ had this same desire for the church.
“And these things write we unto you, that your joy may
be full” (1 John 1:4). “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and
again I say, Rejoice” (Phi. 4:4). Often we read of the joy
that filled the early Christians; no doubt this was one of the
keys to their steadfastness. “And the disciples were filled
with joy, and with the Holy Ghost” (Acts 13:52). “How
that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their
joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of
4

their liberality” (2 Cor. 8:2)
Sadly there are many Christians today lacking in real
joy, thus making them incapable of encouraging others because they themselves are in desperate need of encouragement. You cannot preach what you do not know any more
than you can come from where you have never been. And
in the same way you cannot give what you do not have, you
cannot give encouragement if you are discouraged. Even if
a joyless person could give admonition, men would be reluctant to receive it. It would be easy to reject and dismiss a
warning from someone who is alarmed by everything. Just
as it is easy to reject reproof from someone who finds wrong
in everything.
You have all heard of Eeyore the gloomy donkey that
keeps losing his tail in Winnie the Pooh books. Eeyore reminds me of some Christians that I have known. Eeyore
stood by the side of the stream and looked at himself in the
water. “Pathetic” he said, “That’s what it is, Pathetic.” He
turned and walked slowly down the stream for twenty yards
and splashed across the stream, and walked slowly back on
the other side. Then he looked at himself in the water again,
“As I thought he said no better from this side.”
Second: they were full of Peace. Jesus repeatedly expressed His desire for His disciples to have peace. “Peace
I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27). “These things
I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace.
In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good
cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). A part of
the peace that Jesus wanted for His disciples was peace with
one another. “Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves,
and have peace one with another” (Mark 9:50). We notice
how Jesus connected right influence and peace together. To
have a good influence, we must be at peace.
The first Christians were often instructed to follow, pursue, seek, make, and sow peace. “Let us therefore follow
after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another” (Rom. 14:19). “Flee also
youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity,
peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart”
(2 Tim. 2:22). “Follow peace with all men, and holiness,
without which no man shall see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14).
“Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace,
and ensue it” (1 Pet. 3:11). “Blessed are the peacemakers:
Contending for the Faith—September/October/2015

for they shall be called the children of God” (Mat. 5:9).
“And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them
that make peace” (Jam. 3:18).
There is nothing more heartbreaking than a brother or
sister that sows discord and stirs up dissension in the Lord’s
church. In truth, they are not Christians at all anymore but
have given their hearts and hands over to Satan and do his
will instead of the will of Christ. We are to let the peace of
God rule in our hearts. For and to us Paul penned “And let
the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye
are called in one body; and be ye thankful” (Col. 3:15).
When the peace of God is ruling in our hearts, then we will
be able to admonish one another properly. Sadly, there are
some who take it upon themselves to admonish another, but
do so out of a motive other than peace.
Third, they were full of hope. Listen to Paul’s prayer
in Romans 15:13: “Now the God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope,
through the power of the Holy Ghost.” To abound is to
overflow. The desire expressed is for us to be overflowing
with hope in addition to our hope of eternal life. Paul wrote
to Titus saying, “In hope of eternal life, which God, that
cannot lie, promised before the world began” (Tit. 1:2).
Paul wanted them to be filled with hope and for their hope
to encourage one another. He had great desire and high expectations for them. Although at times men let Paul down,
he did not lose hope in people. He continued to desire the
best for them and to expect the best from them. “And our
hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers
of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation” (2
Cor.1:7). “Not boasting of things without our measure,
that is, of other men's labours; but having hope, when
your faith is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you
according to our rule abundantly” (2 Cor. 10:15). “Or
saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no
doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow
in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be
partaker of his hope” (1 Cor. 9:10).
Not only must we plow in hope of eternal life, but we
must plow in hope that our brothers and sisters will do what
is right. We must desire the best from our brethren and expect the best from them. I am convinced that some admonish
with little hope in their hearts; they are convinced that their
brother or sister will not listen or change. They are plowing with doubt instead of hope. Personally, I am glad certain Christians did not give up hope with me. I would not be
where I am today if it were not for my brethren admonishing
me properly.
Often an example is worth a thousand words. Truly, it
is better to “see a sermon any day than to hear one.” Luke
recorded Barnabas admonishing the brethren and it took the
form of an exhortation to them and us.
Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the
church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barn-
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abas, that he should go as far as Antioch. Who, when he
came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would
cleave unto the Lord. For he was a good man, and full of
the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added
unto the Lord (Acts 11:22-24).

Let us learn to be like Barnabas.
Forth, they were full of goodness. Remember our opening verses of Romans 15:13-14:
Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of
the Holy Ghost. And I myself also am persuaded of you,
my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with
all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.

Have you ever filled a bucket with water to the brim?
You cannot move it without some of it spilling out. This is
exactly what is meant in the Greek when it says full and
filled. Every time a Christian moves these things should be
spilling out of him. Goodness means benevolent or active
goodness, of character, or disposition, virtue, practical goodness not theoretical. Uprightness of heart and life kindness,
Reese says sometimes denotes moral goodness and other
times a disposition to do good or to show kindness.
We are to be full of goodness. “But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith” (Gal. 5:22). “That ye might walk worthy of
the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good
work, and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Col.
1:10). “A good man out of the good treasure of the heart
bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the
evil treasure bringeth forth evil things” (Mat. 12:35). If
we are full of goodness, people are more likely to receive
our admonitions.
Fifth, they were full of knowledge. Again, we refer to
Romans 15:13-14:
Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of
the Holy Ghost. And I myself also am persuaded of you,
my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with
all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.

We are to abound in knowledge. “Therefore, as ye abound
in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge,
and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye
abound in this grace also” (2 Cor. 8:7). “For this cause we
also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for
you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding” (Col. 1:9).
Knowledge is to be added to goodness.
And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith
virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience
godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to
brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you,
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and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ
(2 Pet. 1:5-8).

A person must possess wisdom and knowledge to teach and
admonish. “Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation
his works with meekness of wisdom” (Jam. 3:13).
And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle
unto all men, apt to teach, patient, In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will
give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth (2
Tim. 2:24-25).

admonish one another—we must be like that bucket of water
filled to the brim. Every time we move, joy, peace, hope,
goodness, and knowledge overflows the bucket. We are full
of the Gospel of Christ and it is a constant in our lives. There
is no room for sin in our lives. Where is the room for it when
one’s bucket is full to the brim with the Christian virtues?
Is your bucket full? Does it need to be filled? Becoming a
Christian is the easy part; it is becoming a faithful Christian
capable of admonishing himself and his brethren, when it is
needed, that is the difficult part.
— 2433 Lillie Ave.
Kingman, AZ 86401

There is only one way for faithful Christians to properly
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SOME THINGS THE BIBLE
SAYS ABOUT ABORTION
The word abortion is nowhere found in the Bible. However, the divine volume has several important things to say
about unborn children. The Bible teaches that unborn humans are persons. Thus, we may reason correctly that:
Major Premise: To murder a person is a wrong (sinful) act.
Minor Premise: The unborn is a person.
Conclusion: Therefore, to murder the unborn is a wrong (sinful) act.

“Murder” is the unlawful act of taking a person’s life.
But all killing is not murder because there is the lawful act of
taking a person’s life. The following are some scriptures that
forbid murder (Gen. 9:6, Mat. 15:19, 19:18, Mark 10:19,
Luke 18:20, John. 8:44, Acts 3:14, and Rom. 1:28-29, 13:9).

plicable to someone who killed or injured an unborn child as
for one who killed or injured an adult (Exo. 21:22-23). This
strongly indicates that the Mosaic Law thought of the unborn as persons deserving of the same protection and rights
as adults. If not, why not?
Conclusion
Although much more can be gleaned from God’s Word
on this timely topic, lack of space forbids further study.
However, one needs no more than the reasons given from
God’s complete, final, and infallible Word in this brief article to correctly conclude that abortion is nothing more or
less than the murder of a person, a person who has no way
of protecting himself, and is, therefore, morally wrong and
sinful (Gen. 9:6, Rom. 1:28-29).
—EDITOR

The Bible Plainly Teaches The Unborn To Be A Person.
1. The unborn possesses personal attributes such as joy.
In Luke 1:44 we have Elizabeth’s statement to Mary, “For,
lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine
ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.”
2. Inspiration uses personal pronouns to describe unborn children and describes them as known personally and
intimately before their births. Jeremiah 1:5 reads, “Before
I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou
camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.” Also read closely
Isaiah 49:1 and Matthew 1:20-21 with this point in mind.
3. Matthew states that Jesus was a baby at His conception (Mat. 1:20).
4. We learn from Luke 1:41 that the unborn are called
children. The Greek word translated children in this verse is
also used of children after their birth. As far as being a baby
person is concerned, God makes no distinction between the
unborn and the born child.
5. Under the Law of Moses the same punishment is ap6

Contending for the Faith—September/October/2015

LIKE A ROW OF DOMINOES
Brock Hartwigsen
Take a box of dominoes and stand each domino on end
close to each other in a row. Push the first one over so that it
hits the second, then all the other dominoes will fall in row.
This is what has been happening to America.
There was a time, and it wasn not that long ago, that a
male and a female character in a TV show, even if they were
portraying a married couple, could not be shown lying in the
same bed. They had to have twin beds. Now, not only can a
married couple in a TV show be shown in bed together, but it
seems like everyone on TV is jumping in bed and fornicating
with everyone else. What happened? The dominoes started
to fall.
There was a time when cursing and swearing was not allowed on TV or in movies, then Brett Butler swore at Scarlet
O’Hara in the finally scene of Gone with the Wind. Now it
seems like every TV show and movie has to contain volumes
of cursing, swearing, and vulgar talk to be “real.” What happened? The dominoes started to fall.
There was a time when a man had to go to the seedy
part of town to an “Art Theater” to see a European movie
if he wanted to see nudity. Now all he has to do is turn on
his cable or satellite and he can see total nudity on his large
screen HD TV in his home. What happened? The dominoes
started to fall.
There was a time when killing an innocent unborn baby
was a crime. Now it is a right and protected by law. What
happened? The dominoes started to fall.
There was a time when America knew and understood
that sodomy was a sinful perversion. Now it is an accepted
life-style. What happened? The dominoes started to fall.
We could go on and on and cite many more dominoes
that have fallen. America used to be a country that upheld
the moral principles of God found in the Bible, but not any
more. What happened? The dominoes started to fall.
In Romans 3:11-18, Paul vividly describes a corrupt immoral society. He starts this description in verse 11 saying
that “there is none that seeketh after God.” He ends the
description in verse 18 saying that “There is no fear of God
before their eyes.”
When people do not seek after God and when they have
no fear of God, then for all intents and purposes, they have
become atheistic at least in their hearts. David tells us in
Psalms 14:1, “The fool hath said in his heart, There is
no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable
works, there is none that doeth good.”
Why has the American culture become so corrupt? Why
Contending for the Faith—September/October/2015

does the American society openly engage in abominable
works? Why has the American society forsaken good morals
works for vile evil works? The answer is simple. As a society
we say, not only in our hearts but openly, that there is no God
or at least God does not care what we do and won’t hold us
accountable for our sins. This is not the way America used to
be. What happened? The dominoes started to fall.
A society that has no fear of God will naturally have little or no regard for each other. Jesus opened His parable of
the Unjust Judge in Luke 18:2 with this description, “There
was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man.” As a society Americans no longer trust their
politicians. Why? Because most Americans think that they
are liars and only concerned about themselves. We no longer
trust corporations, unions, churches, and just about any organization for the same reason. We demand binding contracts
for business relationships and even premarital contracts because we don’t trust each other to a have a proper regard for
honesty and loyalty. America, as a society, fears that their
fellow Americans have no regard for them. This is not the
way America used to be. What happened? The dominoes
started to fall.
Atheism has no logical moral code. For all intents and
purposes, America has become, in its heart of hearts, an
atheistic country.
Domino one: was the General Theory Of Evolution, the
false scientific notion that everything came about by blind
chance and that there was no need for God. As more and
more Americans bought into this lie, the heart and soul of
America changed.
Domino two: We went from being a nation of believers,
to at best a nation of doubting Thomases, doubting the very
existence of God and the reliability of the Bible.
Domino three: After doubting, we then evolved into a
nation that no longer felt a need to fear or seek after God
(Rom. 3:11-18).
Domino four: We then went from simply seeing no reason to seek after God or to fear Him, to a nation that says in
its heart there is no God (Psa. 14:1), or at least no God who
cares what we do or who will hold us accountable to His
standards of morality.
Domino five: America not only lacks a respect for God,
but we, as a nation no longer have any respect or regard for
each other (Luke 18:2).
If we want to return America to a nation where it is safe
to walk the streets at night; where we can send our children
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out to play without fear of predators; where a man’s word is
his bond; where we can trust our politicians and each other;
where the sanctity of life is respected; where the morals are
uplifting and decent, etc., we need to go back to the first
domino—the evolution domino.

and politicians who believe in God and who are willing to
actively uphold His standards and teachings. We need to get
God back into the classroom, back into the public square,
back into our governments, back in our everyday lives where
He belongs.

We need to educate our fellow citizens about the lies,
half truths, and myths that evolution is built upon. Jesus
said that a house built on sand cannot stand when the storms
come (Mat. 7:24-27). The God-fearing people of America
need to rise up and make a storm, because evolution is built
on nothing but shifting sand. Evolution can and must be
brought down!

Instead of battling against abortion, same sex marriages,
etc., we need to chop down the evil tree that has spawned
such evil fruits. In His Sermon On The Mount Jesus said:

How can we make this storm? In our homes, in our Bible
classes, in our pulpits, we need to educate ourselves, each
other, and our families in the science and evidence of creation and the lies of evolution. We need to become vocal and
go to our local school board meetings and speak out against
our children being indoctrinated with the lie of evolution.
We need to make sure that this first dominoe does not knock
down our children. We need to elect school board members

Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall
know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns,
or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth
good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A
good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit (Mat. 7:15-18).

Evolution is a corrupt tree and many of the evils in
America today are its fruit. Creation is a good tree and it will
bring forth good fruit that will be a blessing to a nation.
—189 Brookside Dr.
Stanton, KY 40380

PREACHING THE “NOES”
Lee Moses
The story is told of a congregation that had long been known
for teaching the truth. However, this congregation got a new
preacher, and within a couple of years had descended into total
and fatal error. The previous preacher had been there for three decades, and the faithful respected him for preaching nothing but
the truth. Everybody wondered, “What happened?”, “How did this
happen?” One person, who knew the congregation well, explained
it this way: “The previous preacher told them the truth all those
years. What he didn’t tell them was what wasn’t the truth.” By not
being warned against specific error, the congregation was left an
essentially untaught congregation, and an easy target for a change
agent seeking to take over a church.
This story has unfortunately been repeated countless times
with slight variations. Elders have demanded the truth be taught
from their pulpits, at the same time telling preachers, “Don’t
preach against that error—it’s not a problem here.” So when that
problem finally arrives, no one is prepared for it. “Conservative”
congregations are too often what one writer described, “Conservative in an ignorant, non-polemic, sweetness-and-light kind of way,
which is just meat for the wolves.”
“No” is not a very popular thing to say, and not a pleasant thing
to hear. In today’s pluralistic “no one way is better than another”
mind-set, even people who nod their head aggressively to the firm
“yeses” of the Gospel cringe whenever they hear the “noes.”
The negative plays a crucial role in preaching. Two-thirds of
the Lord’s commission to Jeremiah was negative (Jer. 1:10). Gospel preachers are charged to “reprove, rebuke, exhort,” again,
two-thirds negative (2 Tim. 4:2). Faithful Gospel preachers preach
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the “noes.”
A common compliment given preachers is, “I’ve never heard
him preach error.” But has he addressed the marriage, divorce, and
remarriage issues that ensnare so many brethren today? Has he
preached against “social” drinking and immodest attire? Has he
preached against liberalism? Has he addressed any of the fellowship issues the church faces today?
One cannot preach the truth without preaching against error.
One cannot live righteously without being warned against sin.
A congregation cannot long remain faithful without deliberately
avoiding the missteps of the faithless.
Let us never be afraid or ashamed to preach God’s “noes.”
—621 South Central High Road
Rives, TN 38253
truth@bereacoc.org

dc
Sympathy
As we were about to send out this issue of CFTF, the sad and
heart breaking news came to us that Lee’s dear wife, Kelley Jo,
had suddenly departed this life. Our prayers ascend to our Heavenly Father on behalf of Lee, the children, and their family in their
time of bereavement. The death of our loved ones hurt, but for a
young wife and mother to leave this world, it leaves such a void.
May the God of all comfort be with Lee, the children, and and all
their family now and in the days to come. Please remember them
in your prayers in this time of their sorrow and great loss.—Editor
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CONFESSION OF FAITH
Don Tarbet
The church was built upon the rock-bed truth that Jesus is
the “Son of God.” He was conceived by Mary, and was to be the
“only begotten Son” of the Father, or of God, or of the “Highest” (Luke 1:30-35). Five times in the scripture Jesus is called
“the only begotten Son” of God (John 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18; 1 John
4:9). This does not mean that we must necessarily refer to Jesus
as “begotten” every time we speak of Him, but we must not
deny “this part” of the process in which He became the Son of
God when He was born or came into the world (Heb. 1:5ff).
Some want to translate monogenes as unique, rather than “only
begotten,” which the word actually means. In other words, the
steps of His becoming the Son of God would be: (1) Unique,
(2) Born of a virgin, then (3) Son of God. “Unique” was not
part of the process of Jesus coming in the flesh, but the manner
in which He came in the flesh (being begotten by God through
the agency of the Holy Spirit) was the way Jesus was unique.
He was not unique simply because He was unique. Those holding the view of His being only “unique” seemingly do not even
want to say that Jesus was ever “begotten of God” in any fashion. They know that to do so is fatal to their position.
Some confessions or acknowledgments of Jesus as the Son
of God are Peter’s confession of this truth in Matthew 16:16,
upon which Jesus built the church (vs. 18). Martha acknowledged Him as the Son of God when He came to raise Lazarus
from the dead (John 11:27). We also have to believe that Jesus
is that Son before we can be saved. Jesus Himself declared that
unless we do believe this, we shall die in our sins (John 8:24);
and He associated belief with baptism as a condition of salvation (Mark 16:16). The scriptures were written that we might
believe (John 20:30-31). Thus, it is not a confession of “sin” that
precedes baptism, but a confession of “faith” in the Son of God.
When Philip preached Jesus to the eunuch, the eunuch
wanted baptism, and asked what hindered him from being baptized. Philip readily pointed out that if he was a “believer” in Jesus, that he could be baptized (Acts 8:35-37). What was the eunuch's statement of faith? He said, “I believe that Jesus Christ
is the Son of God.” This statement of the eunuch is found in
most every translation of the New Testament, such as the KJV,
NKJV, NASV, and other reliable translations which include this

confession. The RSV, NIV, ESV and about 6 other lesser known
translations omit it. However, the marginal note in the ASV of
1901 tells us that “some ancient authorities” do have this confession recorded in them. It is interesting to note that when the
NASV came out, that the scholars returned the confession to the
text of Acts 8:37. They obviously came to realize that it does
belong in the text. Otherwise, how would we know that the eunuch believed, other than his leaving the chariot and walking
into the water? Had he not acknowledged his faith verbally, because Philip’s statement (which simply means, “Do you believe
that Jesus is the Son of God?”) would have gone unanswered.
In searching the writings of early Christian writers of the
2nd and 3rd centuries, we learn that Acts 8:37 fully belongs in
the text. Irenaeus wrote Against Heresies in the 2nd century, and
he referred to the eunuch’s confession. Irenaeus was a learner
from the sermons of Polycarp, who was burned at the stake for
his confession of Jesus. Had Polycarp, who was born in A.D.
110 not believed Acts 8:37, Irenaeus probably would not have
believed it either—but he did. Cyprian (in his third book of
Testimonies), who lived and wrote in the 3rd century, also believed that the treasurer made that recorded confession of faith.
This information about their faith was many years before most
manuscripts that we have in existence today. Just because some
early manuscripts do not have the eunuch’s statement, does not
mean he did not confess such. Other statements in the KJV are
not found in some early manuscripts, but they are not called in
question as much as Acts 8:37. Why? Is their faith in the deity
of Jesus a little shaky?
Jesus said that with the “mouth” the convictions of the heart
are made (Mat. 12:24-35). Paul said he
preached...that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with
the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation (Rom. 10:8-10).

—215 W. Sears,
Denison, Texas 75020
<donwtarbet@cableone.net>
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nation, to say nothing of the world at large: The widespread
anti-God sentiment, the seemingly ever increasing crime and
divorce rates, the mushrooming cases of sexually transmitted diseases, the illicit drug traffic and usage, the cheating in
corporate boardrooms involving billions of dollars, the selfish and power manic politicians, and on and on the list goes.
Surely, none can deny that there is a desperate need for
a re-emphasis—followed by a constant emphasis—on the
ultimate importance of respect for duly constituted authorContending for the Faith—September/October/2015

ity. In its absence, civilization will be reduced to universal
barbarianism.
GOD’S ULTIMATE AUTHORITY
Riding over all areas of our human life and behavior is
the umbrella of the ultimate authority of the Godhead. He
was not created, but is eternally self-sustaining. He created
the material universe (Gen. 1:1; Rev. 4:11). Only in Him do
we “live, and move, and have our being” because He sustains and upholds all things by the “word of his power” (Acts
9

17:28; Heb. 1:3). The same power that brought the universe
into being from nothing will, at the coming of Christ, return
it to nothingness with great noise and fervent heat (2 Pet. 3:
10).
The Son of God began His reign upon His ascension
to the right hand of the Father (Acts 2:34-36). He will there
reign till His return, at which time He will raise the dead and
“deliver the kingdom up to the Father” (1 Cor. 15:22-24).
From the beginning God has rightly demanded an obedient
response to His authoritative will in every facet of our lives
(Gen. 2:15-17; Deu. 6:5-6). Anything short of obedience He
has labeled “sin” which, if not removed, will cause our eternal damnation (1 John 3:4; Rom. 6:23).
The Son of God exercises His authority over all men in
this age through the New Testament portion of His inspired
Word, (2 John 9), by which all who have lived since He shed
His sinless blood shall be judged at last (John 12:48). The
Word of Christ sets forth God’s authority for each sphere of
behavior and relationships common to men.
RESPECT FOR GOD’S AUTHORITY
IN THE CHURCH
Fellowship with God and His Son is impossible outside of the church Jesus built and bought (Mat. 16:18;
Acts 20:28). All of the saved (i.e., those who have come
into fellowship with Deity) are in it, because the Lord has
added them to it (Acts 2:41,47). Christ is the head of the
church (Eph. 1:22- 23; 5:23), and He exercises His headship
through His Word, the written record of the oral teachings
of Jesus and of the first-century apostles and prophets.
The means of entrance (i.e., the plan of salvation), its
worship, its organization, its designations, and its destiny
are all revealed in the Gospel. Christ alone has the right to
dictate these because the church belongs to Him, not to us.
Men dare not tamper with that Divine institution by ignoring
Christ’s authoritative Word. It contains numerous, frequent,
and repeated warnings against departing from its teachings
(Mat. 7: 15; Rom. 16:17-18; 1 Cor. 4:17; Gal. 1:6-9; 2 Tim.
4:1-4; et al.).
The change agent mentality that has moved many congregations steadily toward denominational status represents
rebellion against the authority of Christ over His church.
Those who practice things unauthorized and those who re-

ject obligatory matters pertaining to the church have alike
rejected the authority of its Head. Christ has delegated authority in local congregations to men (always a plurality)
called “elders.” Their chief functions are to lead, teach, and
protect the church under their oversight (Acts 20:28).
RESPECT FOR GOD’S AUTHORITY
IN THE HOME
In the beginning, God established the home as the basic unit of society when He created Adam and Eve for each
other. He established a certain pattern of authority in the
home and family. He made man the head of woman and the
husband the head of his wife (1 Cor. 11:3; Eph. 5:22-24). He
is not thereby authorized to be a cruel tyrant, but is to love
and cherish his wife as himself (Eph. 5: 25, 28-29). God has
placed parents over their children, commanding children to
obey them, with the father taking the leading role (Eph. 6:14). The principal place of breakdown in the authority chain
is in the home. Many modern parents obey their children
(even two-year olds), allowing their offspring to speak to
them with great disrespect and to flagrantly disobey them.
If children at an early age are not taught respect for authority in the home, beginning with submission to their parents,
they will likely have a most difficult time learning it at all.
When children learn to respect the authority of their parents
they will be more likely to learn respect for other authority
figures.
RESPECT FOR GOD’S AUTHORITY
IN THE WORKPLACE
Even when we are at our places of employment, the
Lord teaches us how we should behave. “Servants” (i.e., employees) are commanded to be obedient to their “masters”
(i.e., employers) (Eph. 6:5-7). To do so with sincere service
is to serve Christ. We are instructed to work “from the heart”
with good will, as though we were working directly for the
Lord. Mere “eye-service” (i.e., working hard only when the
supervisor comes around) is unacceptable.
Employers also have Scriptural instructions. They are
warned not to be mean, but to render to their employees just
and equal treatment, remembering that they have a Heavenly
Master (Eph. 6:9; Col. 4:1). A revolution would take place
in the business and industrial world if every employer and
employee alike respected the authority of Christ through His
Word.

FREE CD AVAILABLE
Contending for the Faith is making available a CD-ROM free of charge. Why is this CD important? ANSWER: It contains an abundance
of evidentiary information pertaining to Dave Miller’s doctrine and practice concerning the re-evaluation/reaffirmation of elders, MDR, and
other relevant and important materials and documents directly or indirectly relating to the Brown Trail Church of Christ, Apologetics Press,
Gospel Broadcasting Network, MSOP, and more.
To receive your free CD or make a financial contribution toward this important CD’s distribution you can reach us at Contending for the
Faith, P. O. Box 2357, Spring, TX 77383-2357, or request the CD by emailing us at dpbcftf@gmail.com.
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RESPECT FOR GOD’S AUTHORITY IN
CIVIL GOVERNMENT
God has ordained the existence of civil government and
human rulers (Rom. 13:1). This fact does not mean that every specific ruler or form of government meets with God’s
approval, for many can be documented that did/do not. The
concept of civil authority is what God has ordained for the
purpose of protecting those who are guilty and evil (Rom.
13:3-4). He has also ordained that men respect the authority
of civil government (Mat. 22:21; Rom. 13:2; 1 Pet 2:13-14).
To reject the authority of civil government is to reject the
authority of God (Rom. 13:2, 5). This simply means that we
must obey the laws of the land to be pleasing to God.
AN IMPORTANT OVERRIDING PRINCIPLE
One essential principle applies to each of the latter four

areas described above: “We must obey God rather than men”
(Acts 5:29). The laws of those who are in places of authority
(i.e., husbands, parents, employers, and rulers) sometimes
contradict the law of God. In all such cases, as Peter boldly
declared under threat of death, we must choose the higher
authority—the superior authority of God. Our world would
be much nearer perfect if all mankind would submit to the
authority of God in every area of their lives: “And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
him” (Col. 3:17). Let us all dedicate ourselves to this challenging command and to its application in regard to authority.

—908 Imperial Drive
Denton, TX 76209
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RESPECT, IS IT A VANISHING THING?
Charles Pogue
Usually, when the Bible uses the word respect, especially
when it is talking about the relationships between human beings, it means to favor one over the other (such as “respect of
persons”—Editor). In this article, we are not using the word respect in that manner. Instead, by respect we mean to value or esteem, to show courtesy or politeness. We mean to treat with the
dignity that one is deserving. In this world today there is very
little respect for God, for one’s fellows, or even for one’s self.
Respect for God is a vanishing thing. Man goes his merry
way devoid of the attitude toward God expressed by the Psalmist who wrote, “Oh that my ways were directed to keep thy
statutes! Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect
unto all thy commandments” (Psa. 119:5, 6). Many people
today either deny God altogether, disregard His statutes, or try
to keep reverence for God and His laws a secret. We live in a society where too often it is what the majority of men, or what the
squeaky wheel seeks, that is judged to be the right thing. Many
have either forgotten or do not believe that every one of us will
give an account of himself to God (Rom. 14:12). Among those
who pay lip service to the judgment, there seems to be the attitude of, “God, I am true to what I believe is right, and that shall
be the basis for my judgment, not what You say.” Not so, Jesus
informs us that the Word He has spoken will be that which shall
judge us in the last day (John 12:48). Respect for God requires
respect for His Word. That is too often a vanishing thing.
There is a vanishing respect between people. Courtesy is
all but gone. Politeness is a thing quickly becoming something
from the past. To lie to or cheat someone else seems to be an
acceptable thing so long as they are done for one’s own presupposed benefit. By inspiration the apostle Paul wrote,
“For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt
not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear False
witness, Thou shalt not covet, and if there be any other
commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this say-
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ing, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself”
(Rom. 13:9).
This is the thought behind his message to the church at Philippi,
“Look not every man on his own things, but every man also
on the things of others” (Phi. 2:4). In years gone by, it was
common for us to say or hear that we live in a “me first,” society.
That is rapidly deteriorating even more to a “me only” society.
Respect for other people is a vanishing thing.
No one should be surprised that there is a diminishing
respect for one’s fellow men. Self-respect is a vanishing commodity also. How will one respect others if he does not have
respect for himself? More and more, people demonstrate a lack
of respect for their own bodies. We now live in a paint up and
puncture yourself world. Apparently, those who engage in such
activities believe they look cool. No, they are not only making
a spectacle out of themselves, which thing immediately conflicts with the New Testament requirement of modesty, they are
manifesting a lack of self-respect. The majority of the world
obviously believes this behavior is no big deal, and dare we
say ,it is being more and more acceptable among God’s people.
Self-respect is not demonstrated by disfiguring one’s self, or by
the putting on of apparel, plaiting of the hair, nor the wearing
of gold, but by a chaste life coupled with fear (1 Pet. 3:2, 3).
Many are ignorant of two things: (1) Immodesty is that which
draws undue attention to themselves, and (2) People are ignorant of what draws that undue attention to themselves. That is
true whether it be in apparel, adornment, or disfigurement of
their bodies. Self-respect, like the vanishing respect for God and
our fellow men, is rapidly disappearing.
Our Lord requires His people to be an example of what is
good as the Bible defines and teaches us what is good. Living
the way the Bible teaches us to live is letting our lights shine.
But it cannot shine if we allow it to go out. Then there remains
only the darkness which is in the world already.
— Rt. 2 Box 1964
Stilwell, OK 74960
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Luke 9:46 Revisited
Jerry C. Brewer
This is the modern tale of a sin as old as the human race.
From the day that Eve perceived that the forbidden fruit was,
“a tree desired to make one wise” (Gen. 3:6) until now,
pride has been one of man’s greatest plagues. It has spawned
innumerable evils, causing brethren to exalt themselves and
despise others and, sadly, will lead many to eternal torment.
But let us hear the tale.
Brother Editor, Brother Director, Other Brother Director,
Another Brother Director, and Brother Orator often met for
various reasons, but chiefly to consider matters that threatened to lead astray the faithful who followed them. Each
considered himself a faithful soldier in the Lord’s cause,
“measuring themselves by themselves” and finding themselves to be very wise.
Then came a day when these men decided to widen their
influence among the faithful. That decision brought them to
Brother Faithful’s coffee shop to discuss this grave matter.
Each one considered himself highly qualified to lead this influential campaign and as they walked into the coffee shop
together, “Then there arose a reasoning among them,
which of them should be the greatest” (Luke 9:46).
“Why, I have been the director of Magnificent School
of Preaching for many years, and head of Brother Editor’s
board of directors” said Brother Director, “so I am most
qualified to lead in this new effort. I have my hand on the
pulse of the brotherhood and so many of my former students
are now scattered across the world that I have instant access
to the thinking of our brethren.”

12

“That may be so,” grinned Other Brother Director, “but
I have also been director of Sanctimonious World School
of Brilliant Studies for many years and my students are as
widely positioned as yours. You are no more qualified in this
regard than I am. Besides, I have a Hebrew prayer shawl and
know Gestalt Therapy.”
Another Brother Director had been quietly listening
to their exchange, knowing all along that his influence was
probably greater than them all. “After all,” he reasoned
within himself, “I publish a big old book each year that includes a lot of material from Brother Orator, who is the ripest scholar to come along since Brother Genius-In-Greek/
Hebrew/Logic died a couple of years ago.” Then, breaking
his silent reverie, he said, “Listen, you two, I direct one of
the biggest lectureships to be held since that record-breaking
one at Cripple Creek Christian College back in 1928. Why,
people come from all over the world in their RVs and bring
their spending money and support us and say, ‘amen’ when I
introduce our speakers.”
About that time, Brother Faithful walked up to their table. “What was it that ye disputed among yourselves by the
way?,” he asked as he set their coffee before them.
Knowing that Brother Faithful was not in their inner
circle and usually had too many questions, they held their
peace. After all, he didn’t really need to know anything
about these matters. He had never attended college or one of
their preaching schools and had no idea what was involved
in matters of logic or other intellectual pursuits.
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Brother Faithful spent a lot of time working to provide
for his wife and children and also gave a good portion of
his income to the Lord. He was faithful in attending worship and Bible classes every time the church met and always
carried his Bible with him. Even at work, he took time to
read and study it and often discussed salvation with his customers. But, as they saw it, the problem with Brother Faithful was that he just did not see the need for Big Preachers
and Influential Movers and Shakers in the church to keep
things running. Therefore, they decided that they would not
answer any of his questions about their important niches in
the scheme of things relating to the church.
While Brother Faithful had been conducting a Bible
study with a couple of friends each Monday night, these men
had been laboring mightily to save their projects for Brother
Faithful’s support. And while he had been training his children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, they had
been making fellowship lists for him to observe. So, “they
held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among
themselves, who should be the greatest.”
Noting their silence, Brother Faithful walked away. But
before they could resume their urgent business, Brother Editor’s Mother walked in the door and made a straight line to
their table.
“Hello, Brother Editor’s Mother,” said Brother Director.
“What brings you out in weather like this?”
“Well,” she began, “I desire a certain thing.”
“What’s that?” he asked.
She took a deep breath and said, “Grant that my son
may sit on the right hand of important folks in the church
like you.”
“Now, you just go on and don’t worry about that,” Brother Orator replied. “If he’s on the right side of saving our publishing societies, we’ll do all we can to grant your request.

Remember that Last Brother Editor, Duck McQuack? Well,
he could have cost Brother Director’s Magnificent School
of Preaching a lot of money when he said Brother Apologist needed to repent. In fact, one supporter of his school
from Alaskabama threatened to stop the money flow if Last
Brother Editor McQuack wasn’t removed. So if your son
will leave Brother Apologist alone and keep the money coming in, I am sure he can rise to great importance among us.”
Other Brother Director, who had been preening his
shoulder length hair, put down his psychology book, looked
over his pince nez glasses, and spoke to the group. “Listen,
we all know that there is a small, poisonous circle of devoted
contenders for the faith who will topple our projects if they
continue to have their way. Their tactics will dry up a lot of
our funds and when that happens we will have to go back to
being regular located preachers, or something like that.”
A collective shudder rippled through the group at his
chilling words. That would be unthinkable. They all had too
much invested to leave their projects and become ordinary
preachers. How could the church survive without them?
“Now, I know that none of us wants that,” Other Brother
Director continued. “We were made for bigger things. My
judgment is that we all hang together and keep on extending
our collective influence through our great projects and not
answer anyone’s silly questions. It worked for that change
agent, Ruben Shellfish, when we tried to get him to debate
us, so I don’t see why it won’t work for us. Now, let’s finish
this meeting. I have a group therapy session scheduled in
half an hour.”
They all agreed with his erudite judgment, finished their
coffee, and left.
— 308 South Oklahoma Ave.
Elk City, OK 73644
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When these young people in the church, whether preachers or not, feel that they are obligated to the institution
that graduated them, and they become virtually an auxiliary of that college in the church where they are—that
is college domination... There are those who measure a
man’s loyalty to Jesus Christ by his loyalty to the college.
This attitude is tested by the fact that he may criticize the
church and bring no censure from college devotees, but
if he criticize the college, let him be anathema! These are
some of the dangers in this form of institutionalism growing up among us, the gravity of which cannot be denied.
(Foy E. Wallace, Jr, The Bible Banner, June, 1945).
NOTE: Today the foregoing oberservation is applicable to some schools of preaching, such as the Memphis
School of Preaching—Editor.
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The Old Paths Pulpit
Sermon Outline

Danny Douglas

Lights in the World—Philippians 2:1-16.
I. Christians are Lights in a World of Darkness.
A. Phi. 2:15; 1 Pet. 2:9.
B. This can only be said of those who follow the “light
of men” and He Who is the “light of the world”—Jesus
Christ, the Word, the Son of God—John 1:1-5; 8:12.
C. The light of Christ is greater than the darkness of this
world—John 1:5; 1 John 4:4.
II. Christians Must Have the Mind of Christ to be
“Lights in the World.”
A. Phi. 2:5. The mind of Christ is found in the word of
Christ, Col. 3:16.
B. Thus, we must follow His word to be “lights” for Him,
John 14:15.
C. The mind of Christ is a mind of:
1. Humility, Phi. 2:3, 8; James 4:6-10; 1 Pet. 5:5-7.
2. Unselfishness and Giving, Phi. 2:4, 6-8; Gal. 1:4;
2:20; John 3:16.
3. Sacrifice, Phi. 2:6-8.
4. Obedience, Phi. 2:8; Heb. 5:8-9; John 6:38; 8:29;
Mat. 26:39.
5. Willingness to Suffer, Phi. 2:8; 1 Pet. 2:21-25.
6. Servitude, Phi. 2:7; Mat. 20:26-28; 23:11-12; John
13:15.
7. Love, Phi. 2:1-2; 2:8; 1 John 3:16-18; Gal. 2:20;
Rom. 5:6-8; Rev. 1:5; John 15:9-14.
III. Those Who are “Lights in the World” Wear Only the
Name of Jesus Christ.
A. It is the Name above every name (Phi. 2:9-11; Eph.
1:19-23; Acts 4:10-12).
B. They belong to the one & only true body of Christ that
wears only His Name, the church of Christ, of which is the
Head & Saviour (Rom. 16:16; Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4; 5:23; Col.
1:18).
1. They were baptized into the body of Christ, the
kingdom,when they obeyed the gospel (1 Cor. 12:13; John
3:5; Acts 2:38, 41, 47; Mark 16:16).
2. The church that Christ established and gave Himself
for (Mat. 16:18; Eph. 5:25; Acts 20:28).
C. They wear only the name, Christian (Acts 11:26; 1 Pet.
4:16).
D. Whatsoever they do, they do it in the Name of the Lord
Jesus, according to His all–authoritative word, the New
Testament—the doctrine of Christ (Col. 3:17; Mat. 28:18;
26:28; Heb. 7:22; 13:20-21; 2 John 9; Eph. 5:8).
IV. Those who are the “Lights of the World” Live in a
Certain Way.
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A. They work out their own salvation (Phi. 2:12; 1 Cor.
15:58; Jam. 2:21-23; John 9:4; Eph. 2:10). They follow
Christ’s command: “Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven” (Mat. 5:16).
B. They conduct themselves in a worthy manner and use
their tongues properly (Phi. 2:33-4, 14-15; 1:27; Eph. 4: 2532).
C. They walk as children of light and not as those in
darkness (Eph. 5:1-14; 1 The. 5:4-10; 1 John 1:5-7).
D. They are “blameless and harmless, the sons of God,
without rebuke” (Phi. 2:15a). Although they are not sinless
(1 John 1:7-10), they are faithful. No legitimate charge can
be brought against them and they are overall characterized
by faithfulness & a willingness to correct any fault of which
they may become guilty (1 John 1:7-2:3; Jam. 5:16; Acts
8:22-24).
E. They are “without blemish in the midst of a crooked
and perverse generation” (vs. 15, ASV).
F. They live for Christ & speak His word in the midst of
the world of darkness (Phi. 2:15-16; Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26;
Rom. 1:16; Mat. 10:32-33; Mark 16:15-16).
Conclusion.
1. Those who live in this way will have joy & bring
joy in the “day of Christ” (Phi. 2:16; Mat. 25:21, 23, 34,
46; 7:21; Rev. 21:3-7).
2. The “lights of the world” work together with
God to deliver souls from darkness & to bring them into the
kingdom of Christ (Col. 1:13; 2 Cor. 6:1-2; 4:3-5; Rom.
1:16; Acts 8:4-5; 1 Cor. 3:6, 9).
3. Have you become a child of God? (Acts 18:8;
2:38; 8:32-39; 22:16; Gal. 3:27; Phi. 2:15).
4. Are you an erring child of God (Acts 8:22-24; 1
John 1:9; Jam. 5:16).
—704 Azalea Dr.
Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474
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A woman, good sirs, doesn’t ask for a lot
Or expect to be always adored,
But she wants at least to be noticed, and not,
As soon as she’s married, ignored.
It isn’t your face, or your fatness of purse,
That leaves her, in time, disenchanted.
She knows she was taken for better or worse,
But she will not be taken for granted.
Contending for the Faith—September/October/2015

DEVIATIONS FROM THE TRUTH
Roelf L. Ruffner
NO SUBSTITUTE FOR CHRIST
Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall
not come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or
that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple
of God, shewing himself that he is God (2 The. 2:3,4).

Recently the head of the Roman Catholic Church (RCC)
visited the United States. His name is Jorge Maria Bergoglio
or “Pope Francis,” originally of Argentina. He is the first of
the Jesuit Order (Society of Jesus) to become Pope or Pontiff
Maximus and took the name “Francis” from “Saint” Francis
of Assisi, a medieval, ascetic monk.
I have no personal animosity towards Francis, but I do
feel revulsion toward the religious system he heads. It falsely claims to be the church Jesus built. It is a forgery at best
and an enslaver of men’s souls. It has been a constant foe
of the Bible, Christ’s brethren, and the Truth for centuries.
The Pope is a very charismatic figure. The press adores
him. He constantly expresses his concern for the poor and
downtrodden, but this Prince of Vatican City presides over a
vast multi-billion dollar empire with banks, real estate, hospitals, schools, businesses, and priceless works of art. However, the authentic head of the church of Christ said, “The
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but
the Son of man hath not where to lay his head” (Mat.
8:20). Yet, the RCC claims that Francis is the “Vicar of
Christ” or Christ’s representative on Earth.
As a religious institution the RCC is in serious trouble.
Instead of turning to the New Testament for change, Francis
embraces Liberation Theology. This is a neo-Marxist teaching, that seeks to incorporate the teachings of the father of
communism (Karl Marx) with the teachings of Christ. It
was popular in the Latin American church during the 1980s,
but was repudiated by Francis’ predecessors. On his way to
the U.S. Francis visited communist Cuba and its Marxist
dictator Raul Castro. Francis’ supporters say he rejects the
Marxist brand of Liberation Theology. Yet, His rhetoric says
otherwise, railing against capitalism or free enterprise and
“consumerism.” But Jesus never said to rob the rich to give
to the poor or “social justice” (cf. Acts 20:35).
This Pope is also a devotee of “Saint” Therese of Lisieux( as was John Paul II), a 19th Century French Discalced
(“barefoot”) Carmelite nun and mystic. Her bones are “venerated” by the RCC and millions pray to her. Yet the New
Testament says we must pray to the Father through the Son,
not a dead human being, however pious (John 16:23, 24).
Contending for the Faith—September/October/2015

The RCC is deeply involved in mindless meditation and repetitive prayer or “vain repetition” (Mat. 6:7).
Francis also participates in “inter-faith dialogue” or ecumenism. As with recent Popes, he meets and fellowships
Jews, Muslims, Hindus, and even atheists. In an interview
he claimed that non-believers are “all redeemed by the blood
of Jesus Christ.” That is the false doctrine of universalism or
the idea that all sinners were saved, with or without faith by
Christ at Calvary. However the scriptures record, “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh
to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder
of them that diligently seek him” (Heb. 11:6).
Friends, there is no substitute for Jesus Christ. From the
Bible we can KNOW Jesus Christ (John 8:31, 32), and the
Pope is not Jesus. I have pointed out only a few of the many
differences. Jesus is the head of the one, true Church, the
church of Christ (Col. 1:18). Jesus Christ died for our sins,
but Mr. Bergoglio did not. He purchased us, the church of
Christ, with His own blood (Acts 20:28). Let us think upon
these truths this week as the Pope visits. Let us also show our
friends from their Bibles that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
the living God (Mat. 16:13-20).
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Francis as of September 18,
2015
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Th%C3%A9r%C3%A8se_of_Lisieux as of September. 18, 2015.
http://marksilk.religionnews.com/2015/07/13/pope-francis-liberation-theologian/ as of September 15, 2015.

THEY EXALT MEN RATHER THAN CHRIST
“Therefore let no man glory in men. For all are
yours” (1 Cor. 3:21).
The above title is a point in a sermon I recently preached.
That sermon was, “Why I Am Not A Member Of A Denomination.” I pondered this point as I observed the adulation the
national press gave to the visit by Pope Francis to the United States this week. Religious titles such as “Holy Father”
and “His Imminence” were thrown around like confetti. I
recalled how the lowly carpenter had the title “King of the
Jews” attached to his splintered, elevated cross as a point of
derision by the political and religious world of His day.
Religious titles are a big deal in the denominational
world, but they should not be used in the body of Christ.
“And call no man your father upon the earth: for one
is your Father, which is in heaven” (Mat. 23:9). Jehovah is the true “Holy Father,” not some mortal man. Often
churches will promote the “pastor system,” where they seek
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to elevate one man among others by giving them a special
religious title. But in the church of Christ, titles should be
anathema because they may be used to impose man-made
religious authority. Francis is a not a New Testament Christian, but a fellow human being, made in the image of God
and entitled to the same dignity and treatment everyone deserves, and no more. If I ever had the opportunity to meet
Francis, I would extend my hand and greet him as “sir” or
“Mr. Bergoglio.” Then we would talk of many things! Jesus
Christ is “the head of the body, the church….” (Col. 1:18).
No religious leader ever died for my sins and none of them
rose from the dead.
Leaders of denominations will allow others to worship
them as signified by bowing and kissing of their hand or
the ring on their hand. While Jesus Christ accepted worship
(John 9:38), neither the apostles nor angels accepted worship. “And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him,
and fell down at his feet, and worshipped him. But Peter
took him up, saying, Stand up; I myself also am a man”
(Acts 10:25, 26).
And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I
had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet
of the angel which shewed me these things. Then saith he
unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant,
and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep
the sayings of this book: worship God (Rev. 22:8, 9).

The true church of Christ, the church we read about in
the Bible, exalts Jesus Christ and not men. “Who then is
Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?” (1 Cor. 3:5).
Religious leaders and so-called “holy men” often seem
very pious and appealing in their appearance. They may say
thoughtful and uplifting things. The present Pope is no exception. Let us not be fooled. The prophet and apostle Paul
wrote these words describing such men in the 1st Century
A.D.:
For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel;
for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.
Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall
be according to their works (2 Cor. 11:13-15).

BACK TO THE BIBLE
And at the evening sacrifice I arose up from my heaviness; and having rent my garment and my mantle, I fell
upon my knees, and spread out my hands unto the Lord
my God, And said, O my God, I am ashamed and blush to
lift up my face to thee, my God: for our iniquities are increased over our head, and our trespass is grown up unto
the heavens (Ezra 9:5-6).

Ezra was a “ready scribe” (Ezra 7:6) and Levite who
helped restore the temple worship of Jehovah to Jerusalem
after returning from Babylonian Exile. He faced a daunting
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task. Just when things were going well, he found that many
of the Jewish men had violated the Law of Moses by marrying non-Jews. He was overwhelmed with grief. At his urging, the people repented and turned to God. They went “back
to the Bible” and repented of their sin, by divorcing their
foreign wives. Because of the efforts of Ezra, Nehemiah,
Zerrubabel, Joshua, Haggai, Zephaniah, Zechariah, Malachi, and many others, God’s people and religion continued
on for the next four hundred years, until the coming of the
Blessed One.
What about God’s people today—the churches of
Christ? Liberalism, apostasy and worldliness have decimated the church of our Lord. Membership and attendance are
declining in many congregations. Once faithful congregations of Christ’s brethren have “Church of Christ” on their
signs but in reality they are “Church of Christ” in name only.
They have become virtually indistinguishable from the denominations around them. Others have swelled with unbelievers and have become “mega-churches.” Tolerance of sin
and compromise of the Truth have left many in the brotherhood “gutless wonders,” unable and unwilling to defend and
promote the Truth. What must we do? We must go back to
the Bible.
Like the early church of Christ, 21st Century Christians
must restore, if necessary, the role of prayer in our lives
and worship of God. “And they continued stedfastly in
the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking
of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42). Brethren, how are
your prayers? The prophet Daniel knelt down and prayed to
God three times a day (Dan. 6:10). Our Lord prayed all night
on occasion (Luke 6:12). How often do you and I pray privately? Do we entreat the God of Heaven to grant us the opportunity to teach the gospel to our neighbor? I recall when
the Wednesday evening assembly was referred to as “prayer
meeting.” Why not devote a Wednesday evening (or Sunday
evening) to public prayer interspaced with readings from the
Scriptures? Let the men of the congregation pray fervently
for the sick (physically and spiritually), God’s increase in
their number (cf. 1 Cor. 3:6), our young men and women at
war, our nation and its leaders, forgiveness, apostate brethren, our lost friends and relatives, missionaries, the financial
needs of the church, thanksgiving, etc. Perhaps those public
prayers could be uttered on bended knees like Ezra (I am not
advocating any prayer posture.)
Ezra also tried to refocus his people on the word of God.
Their ancestors’ seventy-year captivity in Babylon (modern
day Iraq) was due to their refusal to hear and obey the word
from the prophets (Isa. 6:9, 10). On at least two occasions he
had the people of Jerusalem stand before him as he read to
them the Law of Moses and they listened attentively (Neh.
8 and 9).
Likewise, the church should strive to focus more people
on the word of God. Our society is filled with scripturally
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illiterate folk, who know nothing about the Bible. Visitors
to our assembly need to hear the Bible. Sermons should be
filled with more of God’s word rather than the speaker’s
thoughts. Bible classes could be lengthened from thirty
minutes to forty-five minutes or more. In our public worship we often have a brother read a Bible passage before the
sermon. Why not expand upon that and have him read an
entire chapter or more from the Bible, encouraging the audience to follow along in their Bibles. He should be prepared
for his assignment, having practiced pronouncing names and
difficult words found in the text. The early church often read
God’s word aloud in their assemblies, as was customary inthe Jewish synagogue worship (Luke 4:16-19, Acts 13:14,
15; 15:21, Col. 4:16, 1 The. 5:27, 1 Tim. 4:13). The Bible
was written to be heard as well as read. “O earth, earth,
earth, hear the word of the Lord” (Jer. 22:29).
Brethren, these are just suggestions, not dictates from
on high. Yet, my hope is that we will all work to strengthen
the church and further the boundaries of Christ’s Kingdom.
Let us not give up, but daily work to build up one another.
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).
A MOON PIE IN THE FACE
“And through covetousness shall they with feigned words
make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long
time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not”
(2 Peter 2:3).
From 1840 to 1844, a New York farmer named William Miller made a name for himself by predicting Jesus
Christ would return somewhere between March 21, 1843
and March 21, 1844. He toured the country preaching his
complicated false doctrine based ostensible on Bible chronology. Hundreds of thousands of humble, religious folk accepted his views. March 21, 1844 came and went without
incident and Miller announced a new prediction of April 18,
1844, based on supposed new calculations using a Jewish
calendar. When that day also passed uneventfully, he set a
another date of October 22, 1844. Many of his followers sold
their farms, houses, and belongings and gathered in groups
wearing white robes and waited through the night of October
22nd and nothing happened! All were disappointed and supposedly Miller was as well.
For 2,000 years, men have tried to set dates for the Lord’s
Second Coming. They have always been wrong! Among
modern false prophets are adherents to the false doctrine of
premillenialism. This system of infidelity to God’s word has
Jesus returning to this earth to set up a physical kingdom
which He will reign over for one thousand years. Just prior
to His coming, many of these deluded folk believe that there
will be a period of great tribulation on this earth. Most do not
set a specific date for the Lord’s return, but virtually every
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war, recession, famine, earthquake, and natural phenomenon
is interpreted, misusing the Bible, as a fulfillment of their
doctrine.
A case in point was the religious hysteria over the lunar eclipse or “blood moon” of September 27 (evening)
–28 (early morning), 2015. This was one of four consecutive lunar eclipses beginning in April 2014 which coincided
with certain Jewish feast days. Premillenialist/Pentecostal
false prophets such as Jonathan Kahn, John Hagee, David
Jeremiah, and Jim Bakker blasted out many dire warnings
that terrible things were to happen on that day. Some wrote
best seller books and sold DVDs claiming the Christ’s return
would soon follow—falsely based on verses such as Acts
2:20 and Revelation 6:12.
We all know what happened. Nothing happened! The
stock market did not collapse, nor did World War III begin.
These false prophets are now mum and their followers are
making excuses. Unbelievers are laughing and feel their
skepticism regarding the genuiness of the Bible and EVERYTHING that passes for Christianity justified.
The New Testament teaches that there will be no warning of Jesus’ return. He will appear as a “thief in the night”
—unexpectedly.
But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no
need that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly
that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.
For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman
with child; and they shall not escape (1 The. 5:2, 3).

No “blood moon” warning and no one heralding His arrival
beforehand. And He will not establish a physical kingdom
because He already rules over a spiritual one—the church
of Christ (Mat. 16:18, 19; John 3:3-5; Rom. 14:17; Luke
17:21).
These false prophets should have the proverbial pie on
their face. They should be shamed and denounced as antiBiblical. Yet, sadly, many of the devoted will blindly continue to follow them into the ditch (Mat. 15:14). We should
not be among that number.
And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the
word which the Lord hath not spoken? When a prophet
speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not,
nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not
spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously:
thou shalt not be afraid of him (Deu. 18:21.22).
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Miller_(preacher)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blood_Moon_Prophecy

PREACH THE WORD!
On July 13, 2015, I heard a sermon which epitomizes
what real preaching is all about. A brother was holding a
Gospel Meeting for a congregation in middle Tennessee. He
had been the preacher for this congregation years before and
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knew many in attendance. He also knew that they had problems fellowshipping false teachers, unfaithful congregations, and unsound brotherhood organizations. At the risk of
being ostracized and denounced, he preached on 2 John 9-11
and how the church and the individual Christian should not
fellowship the following: 1) congregations that use women
preachers, 2) congregations that use mechanical instruments
of music in worship, 3) marked false teachers such as Jeff
Walling, Mac Deaver, and Dave Miller, 4) compromising
brotherhood organizations such as Apologetics Press, Gospel Broadcasting Network, and 5) para-church organizations such as Churches of Christ Disaster Relief, Helping
Hands International, etc. He pointed out that if you support a
preacher or some religious organization financially, you are
in fellowship with them (Phi. 4:15- ASV).
This brother spoke in a spirit of love and kindness. His
love for the Truth overcame any fears he may have had. He
even notified the eldership of that congregation what he was
going to do. In the audience, were some of his friends and
family who regularly violated Christ’s law of fellowship
(cf. Eph. 5:11; 2 John 9-11). Yet, this did not cause him
to dilute the Truth because he loves the Lord, the church,
and the souls of men. Many in the brotherhood are afraid to
preach about these things today. They fear the wrath of their
“friends,” blackballing by congregations, the loss of preaching appointments/lectureship slots, and the even the loss of
that weekly paycheck. Others don’t want to be bothered by
“issues.” Even though they know what the Bible says about
all these errors, they don’t want to “rock the boat.” If it
doesn’t intrude on their circle of fellowship, it does not concern them. For shame!
“Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed
on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess
him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: For they
loved the praise of men more than the praise of God” (John
12:42-43).

This preacher is not only a brother-in-Christ but my
friend and a friend of Jesus Christ. His name is Danny
Douglas. May his tribe increase! “But watch thou in all
things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist,
make full proof of thy ministry” (2 Tim. 4:5).
THE BEAUTIFUL WORSHIP OF GOD!
“One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek
after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to
enquire in his temple” (Psa. 27:4).
The inspired psalmist, King David, knew the importance
of worshipping God. His “house of the Lord” was a court
yard filled with the smoke of animal sacrifices and the burning of incense outside of a tent made of animal skins containing the Ark of the Covenant. Sometimes, psalms which
he had composed were sung or read aloud, such as Psalm
27. In this public worship of Jehovah, dictated by the Law of
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Moses, he found “the beauty of the Lord.”
Yet the New Testament Christian can also experience the
same thing when they assemble with their brethren in the
authorized worship of the church of Christ: prayer, singing,
partaking of the Lord’s Supper, giving, and hearing exhortation from God’s word. “And they continued stedfastly in
the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42).
There is the beauty of prayer—direct access to our heavenly Father through His beloved Son, Jesus Christ.
And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I
say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my
name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing
in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may
be full (John 16:13-14).

What a wonderful thing! We don’t have to direct our
prayers through a black shirted cleric with a backward collar or the supposed image of a dead, un-resurrected “saint.”
We don’t light candles, burn incense, or ring bells so we
may “center” our prayers by vain repetition or vain chanting
(cf. Mat. 6:7; 1 Cor. 13:1). All we need do is offer simple
prayers, with sincerity, to our Maker in Jesus’ name, as the
early church did.
And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto
thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy
word, By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that
signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy
child Jesus (Acts 4:29-30—the church of Christ at Jeru-

salem).

There is the beauty of unaccompanied, congregational
singing. According to the New Testament pattern of worship,
neither mechanical instrument of music nor the practiced,
choreographed sounds of a man-made choir are allowed. The
resonance of the psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs may not
be appealing to the fleshly, unspiritual ear, but it is beautiful to the all-listening ear of the one worshipped—God.
The words sung lift up the human heart, as God is praised.
“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to
the Lord” (Eph. 5:19). It may not be “contemporary” but
neither is the Bible.
There is the beauty of remembering our Savior’s death.
For almost 2,000 years, the brethren of Christ have assembled each Lord’s day to remember His death by obeying His
command (Acts 20:7). “This is my body which is given
for you: this do in remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19).
They don’t observe this act of worship once a year, or once
a quarter, or on a Saturday night, but EVERY SUNDAY as
the New Testament Christians did (Acts 20:7). They don’t
use leavened white bread and water as the Mormons do in
this memorial, nor alcoholic wine and “holy” wafers as does
the Roman Catholic Church. Rather they observe this act of
worship using the simple elements the Lord Himself used on
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that terrible night—unleavened bread and “the fruit of the
vine” (Mark 14:24-25).
There is the beauty of giving back to the Lord each week
a portion of the bounty He has given to us. The beauty of this
act of worship is that it is a sacrifice of the heart—a heart of
gratitude.
And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them,
Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more
in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: For all
they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did
cast in all that she had, even all her living (Mark 12:43-44).

Everything we have in this world is God’s (1 Cor. 10:26).
No “tithing” enforced by a man-made religious organization. The amount we contribute is between us and God. It
is totally our decision (1 Cor. 16:1, 2; 2 Cor. 9:6, 7). Yet as
we make that decision we should recall something. “For ye
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye
through his poverty might be rich” (2 Cor. 8:9).
There is the beauty of hearing the word of God being
expounded upon. There is soul cleansing, mind-altering, and
life-transforming power in authoritative exhortation from
the Scriptures or preaching. “And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished
at his doctrine: For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes” (Mat. 7:28-29). It is the power
of the Gospel (Rom. 1:16, 17). There is no room in Bible
preaching for human opinion, sob stories, political tirades,
after-dinner motivational speeches, and verbal theatrics;
only a “thus saith the Lord” for all that is said. The beauty of
it is that Gospel preaching shows us the “mind of Christ” (1
Cor. 2:12-16) rather than the sophistry of man. It turns us toward the wisdom of God and His word rather than our finite
selves. “For after that in the wisdom of God the world by
wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness
of preaching to save them that believe” (1 Cor. 1:21).
Do you find the worship of God wearisome and boring?
You need to look for, find, and appreciate the beauty of authorized worship. “Give unto the Lord the glory due unto
his name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness”
(Psa. 29:2).
ARE THEY REARRANGING THE DECK CHAIRS
ON THE SINKING SHIP OR SOMETHING ELSE?
ACU’s 2015 Summit (formerly Bible Lectureship)
theme this year is: “Same Mind: United in Imitating Jesus.”
As kids say, “Same old, same old!” They have a new director
(interim) this year, David Wray, whom I recall was a classmate of mine (class of ’76). The roster of featured speakers is crammed with a collection of apostates from various
uber-liberal churches and former brotherhood schools, that
continue to claim a loose and fading connection with the
churches of Christ.
Contending for the Faith—September/October/2015

Chris Smith, Preaching Minister, Harpeth Hills Church
of Christ, Brentwood, TN. (They now have an instrumental
service, so they can sing and play the devil’s ensign.)
Amy Bost Henegar, Minister, Family Life and Spiritual
Formation, Manhattan Church of Christ, New York City,
N.Y (They must have a woman preacher speak—a walking,
talking abomination—1 Tim. 2:12!)
Raymond Carr, Professor of Religion, Pepperdine University, Malibu, Calif. (PU recently approved a scholarship
for homosexual students.)
Phil Brockman, Pulpit Minister, Memorial Drive Church
of Christ, Edmond, Oka. (I counted 41 on their “staff” with
22 being women and 36 “ministries” on their website.)
Mike Cope, Senior Minister, Golf Course Road Church
of Christ, Midland, Texas (Why don’t they just change their
name to “The Golf Course?”)
What is missing in this lineup? The “Emerging Church
Movement” (ECM) connection of recent years is not as
prevalent. ECM is a loose-knit ecumenical cabal who wants
to go back to Roman Catholicism–Greek Orthodox Church
mysticism and even Zen Buddhism to become more “spiritual” in worship and praying. ACU’s Professor Randy (“the
monk”) Harris is the main proponent of this heresy in ACU’s
College of Biblical Studies. He has visited Catholic monasteries to learn how to meditate, pray, and chant in “vain
repetition” (Mat. 6:7).
Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary
humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those
things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his
fleshly mind, And not holding the Head, from which all
the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of
God (Col. 2:18,19).

Brethren, I smell money or donor money in this decision
(?) to break loose a bit from ECM. The rich, liberal congregations may not like all that candle burning and chanting.
Besides, the ascetic life does not quite jive with school sponsored campus dances and school sanctioned drunkenness
(strictly off campus!). I wonder if there was not some complainin’ to President Schubert, who is a major supporter of
the social gospel emphasis (medical missions, digging water
wells and cheap-shoes-for-everybody), by the university.
Yet EMC will still be present at the Summit. Notice the following:
Establishing a Still Point
“Busyness” is often seen as an indication of our success at
work and perhaps even in our service to the Lord. Our frenetic, technological lifestyles tend to crowd quiet times with
God to the outer margins. Yet, according to Ruth Haley Barton, “one of the best things we bring to our leadership roles is
our own transforming self.” This is true at work and at home.
Spending quiet time with God provides a time for disciples of
Jesus to observe Sabbath and create space for God.
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Suzanne Allmon, Greg Dowell, Barry and Diane Packer, and
Eddie and Annette Sharp are leading three classes at Summit
which will provide practices for creating a Still Point in our
demanding lives. All these presenters attended Ruth Haley
Barton’s Transforming Center in Chicago, a training center
where Christians gather nine times over a two year period to
identify and engage in contemplative and spiritually forming
practices. Solitude, silence, and prayer invited us to come to
the quiet and, then, with spiritually renewed hearts and minds,
answer God’s call to minister.

Ruth Haley Barton’s Transforming Center is an ecumenical school for followers of ECM. It is somewhat like a
school of the false prophets. It indoctrinates people in mysticism, sending them forth to infiltrate churches, religious
groups, and schools as “servants.” I reckon the Bible is not
a good enough blueprint of spirituality for them to ascribe
to. It is not the all-sufficient pattern (cf. 2 Tim. 3:16, 17)
for them with their man-made religious doctrine (Mat.15:9).
Are religious liberalism and the social gospel so shallow and
spiritually disappointing that they must embrace the lie of
mysticism?
But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice,

and I will be your God, and ye shall be my people: and
walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that
it may be well unto you. But they hearkened not, nor
inclined their ear, but walked in the counsels and in the
imagination of their evil heart, and went backward, and
not forward (Jer. 7:23, 24).

I am afraid that former brotherhood schools like PU,
ACU and LU are LOST to the Cause of Christ. To the world
they seem like growing concerns, but not to God. They are
just rearranging the deck chairs on the Good Ship Apostasy
as it sinks into the oblivion of religious pluralism/univeralism. “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for
if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made
manifest that they were not all of us” (1 John 2:19).
http://www.acu.edu/academics/cbs/centers-services/ministryevents/summit/ as of August 10, 2015.
http://www.mrcc.org/staff as of August 10, 2015
http://www.transformingcenter.org as of August 10, 2015
—2530 Moore Court
Columbia, TN 38401
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rized by Christ is to fail to act with proper faith in Him and
His way of salvation. Our faith in God and Godly things
is formed, sustained, and strengthened by the Word of God
(Rom. 10:17; 2 Cor. 5:7) Thus, let it be clearly understood
that we are under the authority of Jesus Christ as it is revealed in the language of the New Testament (Mat. 26:28;
28:18; John 14:6; 2 Cor. 3:6; Heb. 9:15; John 12:48). We
are not under the authority of the Old Testament (2 Cor. 3:6,
14; Heb. 8:6, 13; 9:15; 12:14). Notice the following as to the
fact that we are to look to Jesus and not the Old Testament to
learn how to be saved and serve God faithfully.
And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John
his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain
apart, And was transfigured before them: and his face did
shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.
And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias
talking with him. Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us
make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. While he yet spake, behold, a bright
cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the
cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased; hear ye him. (Mat. 17: 1-5).

New Testament authority is found in the only way the
language of the New Testament leads, guides, and directs
anyone to do anything—by DIRECT STATEMENTS, EXAMPLES, and/or IMPLICATIONS. If people cannot find
one of the foregoing ways in the language of the New Testament (the manner whereby any language authorizes anyone
to do anything) that authorizes their actions, then there is no
authority for them to do whatever it is that they may desire
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to do.
Please realize that no language can authorize anyone
to do anything without direct statements, examples, and/or
implications. It is in the very nature of language (coeval to
language) that direct statements, examples, and/or implications give direction to or authorize anyone to do anything.
Thus, one reason Paul stated to us what he did in Colossians
3:17. Paul also wrote that when we read what he wrote we
will know what he knows concerning the Lord’s salvation
for man (Eph. 3:4). Thus, in reading the Holy Spirit inspired
words that comprise the New Testament, any attempt to
know what the Lord obligates us to do without giving attention to the direct statements, examples, and implications of
the language of said document is ridiculous and absurd on
the face of it. One might as well attempt to breathe without
lungs as to learn what the New Testament authorizes us to
do, all the while ignoring the direct statements, examples,
and implications that are as much a part of the communicative element of language as our lungs are to the functioning of our physical bodies. Therefore, we must do only what
is authorized by the New Testament, omitting what is not
authorized and what is explicitly (in just so many words)
forbidden.
For those who believe the Bible to be the Word of God
their problem for the most part is that they never ask if what
they desire to do is authorized by the scriptures. However,
they ought to ask: 1) Is it authorized? 2) Is it explicitly forbidden? Our souls’ salvation depends upon our acting ONLY
as the Lord in the Words of His New Testament has authorized us to act, leaving undone that for which we have no
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authority, or that which the New Testament has explicitly
forbidden (Heb. 11:6; Rom. 10:17; 2 Cor. 5:7; Col. 3:17;
John 12:48; 2 Tim. 2:15). This is the way that is right in
Bible study and cannot be wrong. Although, as is the case
with anything pertaining to one’s salvation, “There is a way
which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are
the ways of death” (Pro. 14:12). There is nothing of any
more importance than for us to learn how our Lord authorizes in the language of His last Will and Testament (the New
Testament) and for us to learn how to ascertain His authority
from the same divine document.
One last warning: If we are not sure that the act we are
contemplating is authorized, then leave it alone until we are
sure it is. Indeed, we dare not act in moral or religious matters without the divine authority to act. (Col. 3:17). Here the
article ended.
There were several who commended the sentiments expressed in the foregoing information, but there was one dissenting voice. We shall refer to this Critic by his initials, S.
S.
S. S. said he appreciated much of my post, but that he
got the impression that I, like so many others, missed the
most important point about being a Christian. S. S. then declared that when one loves someone the loving person does
not have to be told to do something for them. He went on to
write that you just have to know what makes those you love
happy. He then wrote that we cannot prove our love through
works, but love provokes to good works. Then, S. S. wrote,
“no, they are not the same thing.”
I responded to the criticism S. S. wrote by pointing out
that he did not get his “impression” from the words in the
sentences and paragraphs that I wrote in the said post with
which he was concerned.
I emphasized that I wrote about one thing in my post
and he was “impressed” with something else. In his case,
he was “impressed” that I missed “the most important point
about being a Christian.” S. S. said the point I missed was,
“When you love somebody you don’t have to be told to do
something for them. You just need to know what makes them
happy.” He explained what it was that he thought I believed
from what I did NOT write. He then formed his remarks accordingly. This is a prime example of building a straw man
and without it S. S. would have nothing to attack.
According to S. S.’s logic, God ought to have mentioned
the proper motive behind man keeping God’s commandments in Ecclesiastes 12:13 or not written it at all. All I did
in my posted article, to which he says he claimed to be responding (in reality he responded to what I did not write and
created from my silence a straw man he could attack), is to
show the importance of having Bible authority in general
and New Testament authority in particular for all we believe
and practice. I then set out how any language authorizes one
to do anything. I also pointed out that we must know how a
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language works to understand what God has obligated us to
do to be saved. I asked S. S. how I missed the importance of
love being the motivating factor in leading one to obey God?
In my said posted article I was interested in showing
what is required of a person to demonstrate one’s love for
and faith in God and Godly things. One can love God with
all one is and has, but if one does not know God’s will, one
will not know how God wants us to be pleasing to Him.
Thus, when we read the following scripture, “Let us hear
the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep
his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man”
(Ecc. 12:13), we are not left to wonder what it takes to please
God and exactly when God is pleased with us. However, in
Ecclesiastes 12:13 the inspired writer did not discuss that
one’s obedience to God’s commandments must come from a
heart that loves God supremely and continually seeks to do
only that which pleases God. But Jesus did teach us that if
we continue in His Words (not in what He did not say, or the
blank spaces between the words, sentences, and paragraphs)
then we are His disciples. Thus, only by continuing in His
Words does one come to know the truth and be made free by
our compliance with it (John 8:31, 32; also see John 17:17).
By the way, our Lord did not mention love or obedience in
the preceding verses. Does that mean He did not believe in
the necessity of both? Indeed, He did believe in the necessity of one’s love of God being the motivating factor in one’s
obedience to His will, but He is silent concerning those two
very important topics in John 8:32, 34; 17:17.
One’s love of and faith in God is understood because
the importance of such is taught elsewhere in the scriptures.
Scriptural faith in God and Godly things come from hearing
the Word of God and not from being impressed with what
God did not say in one sentence, or one verse, or one paragraph, etc. (Rom. 10:17; 2 Cor. 5:7; Heb. 11:6; John 12:48;
2 Tim. 2:15; 3:16,17; Jam. 1:25). I asked S. S. if he thought
all of a particular doctrine must be taught in one sentence,
or one paragraph, or one book of the Bible? Surely, I said,
that such is not the case with him. So I asked S. S, why he
expected that everything pertaining to life and Godliness be
discussed in one article, or lesson, or sermon dealing with a
particular subject?
Furthermore, I emphasized to S. S. that no one teaches
any more than I do that one’s love of God is always seen in
that person doing what God said do, in the way He said do it,
and for the reason(s) He said to do it. I emphasized that the
previous sentence helps one to be certain that one has fully
obeyed whatever God has commanded or obligated one to
do (John 14:15, 23; 15:10; 1 John 5:2, 3; ). The same is true
as to how one shows one’s faith in God, the Christ, the Bible,
and the New Testament Gospel system of salvation (Jam.
2:17, 18, 26; Heb. 5:9; Rom. 6:17, 18). Since one cannot discuss everything in one article, one would think that an astute
and experienced Bible student and one who thinks himself a
teacher of the same would recognize that fact.
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S. S. impressed me greatly. In fact, he has left me with
more than one impression of him, which impressions all
come from what he wrote and not what he failed to write.
He assumed because I did not address a certain matter in
the process of discussing another matter that it proves I do
not believe that which I did not address in my said posted
article. He impressed me with the fact that on the premise
of the previous sentence he built a straw man for him to
represent what I believed, when in reality I wrote no such
thing. Furthermore, He impressed me that he would attack
his straw man as if he were attacking what I actually wrote in
said post. Yes, I was impressed with S. S., but not surprised,
for if his handling of my article is typical of his review of all
articles he reads, then he gets more from reading the blank
spaces between the words, sentences, and paragraphs of an
article than he does from the actual words comprising the
article.
S. S. responded by saying he was not attacking anyone
and that he never claimed to be “an astute and experienced
Bible student or teacher of the same.” He said he was careful to state that it was his “impression” so he would not be
accused of attacking my original posted article. He stated
plainly that he did not create a straw man, unless his written impression constituted as much. Then S. S. charged me
with imagining that he had erected a straw man, urging me
to study about hypocrisy. However, S. S. did write that other
than his “impression” that I made some “great points” in my
“lengthy” response to him.

I answered the foregoing by pointing out that S. S. did
know what he was doing and his denial only made the matters
worse for him. I reminded him of what he wrote about my
original post, emphasizing his “impression that he (meaning
me–DPB) thinks like so many others and is missing the most
important point about being a Christian.” I asked S. S. if his
response to my original post was not an attack on my original post, what would he have to write in order to attack it?
Furthermore, it was impressed upon S. S. that he did not
explicitly (in just so many words) claim to be “an astute and
experienced Bible student and teacher of the same,” but that
he thought himself fully capable of criticizing my original
post. He was then asked why he denied the words he wrote
for all to read?
Also emphasized to S. S. was that something “impressed” him about my article and that his “impression” was
his reality. Thus, S. S. wrote his critical post on that basis.
He had written, “I created no straw man unless an impression constitutes such.” And, with all due respect to S. S., that
which was his impression “constitutes” the “straw man.” I
then asked him how he would define an impression or one’s
perception of someone or something? But he did not answer.
I pointed out that my original response to S. S’s. criticism was lengthy because I took the occasion to show others
how that S. S. did not reply to what I actually wrote, but
responded to what he perceived I was saying in my original
post, for which he had no evidence that such was the case.
If someone is going to be critical of what someone

The Scripturecache—New Website!

Exposition, Exegesis, and Commentary on a
variety of Bible Topics and Passages

Over the past half-century-plus I have had the opportunity to write hundreds of articles and manuscripts. My
late beloved wife, Lavonne, and our son, Andy, have written a considerable body of material as well. These documents treating various Bible and Bible-related subjects total several thousand pages.

Dub McClish
Lavonne McClish
Andy McClish
At the urging of others we are making these materials more widely available than possible by printed media.
Through our Website, these are accessible at no charge to Bible students everywhere. If the things we have written help even one person to a better understanding of the Sacred Text and to a closer relationship with its Divine
Author, we will feel amply rewarded. Please visit thescripturecache soon. —Dub McClish
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wrote, then deal with what was actually written rather than
what was not written. What I wrote did not explicitly (in just
so many words) or implicitly teach what S. S. said he perceived from my article for reasons I have already written. I
emphasized again, no one can read the white space between
the lines or the spaces between the words and then state that
one perceived such and such when such was not stated in the
literature to which he purports to be reviewing.
Before he was finished S. S. accused me of judging
his motives (heart). I pointed out that nothing in anything I
wrote judged his motives but that I was only judging righteous judgment (John 7:24). I reminded S. S. that there was
nothing in what I had written that indicated that I judged his
motives. Then, I again reminded him that he was operating on facts not in evidence in order to reach his erroneous
conclusion. I asked him why it was that he did not deal with
what started this discussion instead of playing his erroneous
“you judged me” contrary to the scriptures card?
But S. S. would have it no other way than that I was
personally attacking him no matter how much I denied it and
proved to him that I had not attacked his person. I asked S. S.
what his intention was when he chose to base his perception
of my article on what I did not write rather than on what I
had written. Then I reminded him again that he had ceased to
discuss what he originally introduced. Constructive criticism
does not begin by concluding someone believes something
when there is no adequate evidence or credible witnesses for
one to conclude the same.
At this point in our discussion (such as it was) I terminated it because of a previously scheduled appointment.
However, I told S. S. that if he desired to continue to post his
in response to me, to feel free to do so and I would respond
when I could. However, he never responded.
I have reported this discussion for several reasons. They
are: (1) Now, more than ever, we need to know how the
Bible authorizes and how to ascertain Bible authority for
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all we believe and practice (Col. 3:17). (2) Facebook and
other social media can be opportunities to teach the Bible to
people who otherwise we may never have the opportunity
to teach. (3) Such media permits Christians to argue for the
truth on any topic, exposing error and marking false teachers. (4) In a discussion such as the one herein reported there
is the opportunity to show why a great many people do not
deal fairly and accurately with what is written or the person
who wrote it. (5) Thus, we are able to see why some folks do
not understand what they read—especially when one is more
interested in a “perception” that was formed on some basis
other than what was written. (6) This editorial also shows
why such folks as represented by S. S. upon seeing they cannot deal with the actual facts in evidence and the arguments
made therefrom will in most cases resort to attacking the
person by impugning their opponents motives, or charging
that you have impugned him rather than consistently staying
with their original criticism and defending it or admitting
they were wrong in the position they took.
Today in the church the preacher training schools are not
preparing men to be the kind of preachers and debaters that
the late brethren Gus Nichols, Foy E. Wallace, Jr., Guy N.
Woods, G. K. Wallace, Thomas B. Warren, and their caliber
were. The average congregation is interested in peace at just
about any price, and we can easily tell that by observing the
“polished pulpit” preachers and their philosophy of preaching, evangelism, and church growth. Such churches, elders,
and preachers have no desire to challenge any and all error
within or out of the church. They are crying “peace, peace,
when there is no peace.” Sadly, to the hurt of the Lord’s
cause, the majority of the churches love to have it so—and
what will you do in the end thereof?
—David P. Brown, Editor
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
-ColoradoDenver–Piedmont Church of Christ, 1602 S. Parker Rd. Ste. 109, Denver,
CO 80231, Sunday: 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. www.piedmontcoc.
net, Lester Kamp, evangelist. (720) 535-5807.

-EnglandCambridgeshire–Cambridge City Church of Christ, meeting at The
Manor Community College, Arbury Rd., Cambridge, CB4 2JF. Sun.,
Bible Study--10:30 a.m., Worship-- 11:30 a.m.; Tue. Bible Study--7:30
p.m. www.CambridgeCityCoC.org.uk. Keith Sisman, Gospel Preacher.
Contacts: Keith Sisman [By phone inside USA (281) 475-8247; Inside
the U.K.: Cambridge (England): 01223-911243]; Alternative Cambridge
contacts: Joan Moulton - 01223-210101; Postal/mailing Address - PO BOX
1, Ramsey Huntingdon, PE26 2YZ United Kingdom

-FloridaOcoee–Ocoee Church of Christ, 2 East Magnolia Street, Ocoee, FL 34761.
Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. David Hartbarger,
Evangelist, (407) 656-2516.
Pensacola–Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Field Road, Pensacola,
FL 32526, Sun. 9:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Michael
Hatcher, evangelist, (850) 455-7595.

-MontanaHelena–Mountain View Church of Christ, 1400 Joslyn Street, Helena,
Mt. 59601, Sun.: 10:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., Matt
Bidmead (406) 461-9199.
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-Oklahoma-

Porum–Church of Christ, 8 miles South of I-40 at Hwy 2, Warner exit.
Sun. 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Lawson, evangelist, email:
allenlawson@earth-comm.com.

-South CarolinaBelvedere (Greater Augusta, Georgia Area)–Church of Christ, 535
Clearwater Road, Belvedere, SC 29841,www.belvederechurchofchrist.
org; e-mail belvecoc@gmail.com, (8-3) 442-6388, Sun.: 10:00 a.m., 11:00
a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m.,

TexasDenton area–Northpoint Church of Christ, 4224 N. I-35 (Greenway Plaza,
just north of Cracker Barrel). Mailing address: 4224 N. I-35, Denton, TX
76207. E-mail: northpointcoc@hotmail.com. Website: www.northpointcoc.
com. Sunday: 9:30, 10:30, 1:00; Wednesday 7:00. Contact: Dub McClish:
(940) 387-1429; dubmcclish@gmail.com.
Houston area–Spring Church of Christ, 1327 Spring Cypress, P.O. Box
39, Spring, TX 77383, (281) 353-2707. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 1:30
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., David P. Brown, evangelist. Home of the Spring
Contending for the Faith Lectures, and the internet school, Truth Bible
Institute. www.churchesofchrist.com.
Huntsville–1380 Fish Hatchery Rd. Huntsville, TX 77320. Sun. 9 a. m.,
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (936) 438-8202.
Richwood–1600 Brazosport, Richwood, TX. Sun. 9:30; 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.,
Wed. 7 p.m. (979) 265-4256.
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