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Editorial...
RULING HIS OWN HOUSE WELL
WITH
HIS CHILDREN IN SUBMISSION
Beginning on the third page of this issue of CFTF is
the first of three articles by bro. Gary Summers studying the important topic of elders in the Lord’s church.
Bro. Summers first article sets out the qualifications
that Christian men must meet if they are to be scripturally appointed to the eldership and faithfully serve the
church therein. In 1 Tim. 3:4, 5 and Tit. 1:6, the apostle
Paul sets out those qualifications relating to a man’s
family that one must meet in order to be an elder.
Regarding the qualification that obligates a brother
to have “his children in submission with all reverence...” (NKJV) “gravity” (KJV and ASV, 1901—1
Tim. 3:4, 5), etc., the following question has been posed.
“If a brother’s children are no longer in his home is he
qualified to serve as an elder?”
In answering this question we must realize that
some of the qualifications of an elder are of the nature
that once they are met they are for all time met. So, how
does the aforenoted qualification impact a brother after his children have become adults, married, and established their own homes? The answer is, while his
children were in his house and, thus, under his jurisdiction, were they in submission to him “with all reverence (gravity)”? Were they “faithful children not accused of dissension or insubordination” (Tit. 1:6). If
there is no way for the church to know how his children
conducted themselves toward him and he toward them
while they were in the potential elder’s home and under
his jurisdiction, then there is no way the man could be
appointed to the eldership.
Remember, Paul also taught us to “Prove all
things, hold fast that which is good” (1 The. 5:21).
Unless two or more credible witnesses were available
to give their testimony that the brother’s children were
in submission to him, etc., the man could not prove his
case regarding meeting this particular qualification and
thus could not serve as an elder (2 Cor. 13:1; 1 Tim
5:19). However, if it is an established fact that while
the brother’s children were under his jurisdiction in his
home, although they had been out of his home for years
and living a thousand miles away, at the time he is being
considered for the eldership, as far as this qualification
is concerned, he would be qualified to serve as an elder.

(Continued At Middle Of Page 11)
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THE QUALIFICATIONS OF ELDERS
Gary W. Summers
Although a congregation can be Scriptural and function without elders (if no one is qualified), God’s design is
for each congregation to be overseen by elders, with deacons serving under them. There are two passages which list
qualifications: 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9. These are
combined to make one list. The chart on the following pages
gives them in order; these are in groups.
1. Family qualifications.
a. “The husband of one wife” (1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:6).
This phrase in the Greek literally means “a one-woman man.”
He cannot be single; he cannot be a polygamist. Some ask if
a man becomes disqualified if his first wife passes away and
he marries again. Death has terminated the first marriage;
he is still a “one-woman” man. The same thing occurs if a
man was divorced in younger years. If the divorce was for
the reason the Lord gave (Mat. 19:9), that union is dissolved.
If such were not the case, he could not even remarry and
be a faithful Christian, let alone an elder. He is still a “onewoman” man; he has only one wife.
b. “One who rules his own house well, having his
children in submission with all reverence (for if a man
does not know how to rule his own house, how will he
take care of the church of God?)” (1 Tim. 3:4-5). Titus 1:6
states this qualification in the following manner: “…having
faithful children not accused of dissension or insubordination.”
1) Many want to know if having only one child disqualifies a man. The word children is used in the Scriptures
to refer to one or more (Gen. 21:7). The qualification does
not concern how many children he is able to have but how
well he does in rearing the one or more children he has.
2) Furthermore, the text does not say how old they
must be at the time he is selected. Some people have their
families young, and some are older. Sometimes children may
only be 3 or 4 years apart; in other cases a family may be
spread out over 20 years. If there are children at home at this
time, they must be in subjection to him. There may not be
any children at home at the time he is appointed.
3) “How well is he doing while the children are at
home?” seems to be the main consideration. Are the children living in rebellion against him? A second consideration
is, “How did they turn out once they left home?” If all are
non-Christians, such a situation may indicate a defect in the
father’s ability to lead spiritually.
c. The wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, and faithful in all things (1 Tim. 3: 11).
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2. Personal Characteristics.
a. Most regard 1 Timothy 3:1 as a qualification. If a
man is qualified in every other respect and sees the importance of the work, he should desire to do it. There are a
number of reasons a person might not want to take on this
work (health, physical, mental, and emotional, feelings of
inadequacy, etc.), but all things being equal, if a person is
qualified to do something that needs to be done in the kingdom (teach, preach, lead a congregation, etc.), he should
give strong consideration to doing that work. Moses did not
at first desire to lead Israel, but God knew he would do well.
b. “Temperate” or “vigilant” (KJV) (1 Tim. 3:2). The
idea means to be alert and aware of what is going on. A
shepherd will know the hazards that will affect the sheep.
Yet many elderships today do not know what is happening.
There are publications that are dedicated to dealing with that
very thing (Contending for the Faith, Defender). It is not
difficult to find out who the most notable false teachers are.
c. “Sober-minded” (1 Tim. 3:2). An elder must be of
sound mind and in control of his passions. He cannot be governed by emotion but rather logic.
d. “Gentle” or “patient” (KJV) (1 Tim. 3:3). Dealing
with so many people and so many problems requires this
quality.
e. “Not self-willed” (Tit. 1:7). A leader cannot be stubborn and inflexible. When a conflict arose among brethren,
one “elder” said (in essence): “It doesn’t matter what brethren want; it’s what the elders want.” People’s mouths fell
open. Nothing will cause a congregation to lose respect for
elders any quicker than when they demonstrate that they are
self-willed. In another case, a member (concerned about a
certain situation) asked a newly-appointed elder a question
about why a certain thing needed to be so. The answer he received was: “Because an elder in the Lord’s church told you
so.” This high-handed treatment of others is precisely what
the Lord seeks to avoid with these qualifications.
f. “Not quick-tempered” or “not soon angry” (Tit.
1:7). Of course, there is such a thing as righteous anger,
but this refers to one who is easily irritated and upset (Pro.
16:32).
g. “Not violent” or “no striker” (KJV) (1 Tim. 3:3).
He should not, as one person put it, be ready:
“To prove his doctrine orthodox,
by apostolic blows and knocks.”
h. “Not quarrelsome” or “not a brawler” (1 Tim. 3:
3). He is not to be a contentious person, one who just likes to
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stir things up to see what will happen. Some like to set one
brother against another just to watch the sparks fly. Instead,
he should be a peacemaker.
i. “Not covetous” (1 Tim. 3:3) or “greedy for money”
(“filthy lucre,” KJV) (Tit. 1:7). Judas was apparently a covetous man. Elders will also have access to money. They must
view money as a means to an end—to accomplish the work
of the church—not as an end in and of itself (Luke 12:15; 1
Tim. 6:6-8).
j. “Holy” (Tit. 1:8). His thoughts need to be on things
above—not on the things of this earth (1 Pet. 2:11).
k. “Just” (Tit. 1:8). Fair, honest, upright. He can handle church problems in that manner.
l. “Given to hospitality” (1 Tim. 3:2). This is a charge
upon all saints (Rom. 12:13).
m. “Lover of what is good” (Tit. 1:8). He takes Philippians 4:8 to heart and does not approve nor take part in the
corrupt and the worldly.
n. “Of good behavior” (2). He is orderly, decent, and
gentlemanly.
3. More Outward-looking attributes.
a. “Not a novice” (1 Tim. 3:6). If he were to be appointed too soon after becoming a Christian, it might prove
to be a temptation. The devil became lifted up with pride.
Some cannot be ever be given a position of authority.

juice or to that which was intoxicating. A Christian could not
be given to it because of the possibility of becoming inebriated. Even the most potent wine in those days had half the
alcoholic content of ours (because wines of the 21st century
are fortified with alcohol). To be given to it suggests an addiction—not that he is a drunkard (for which he would have
been withdrawn from (1 Cor. 5:11)—but he simply cannot
leave it alone. He is under its power (1 Cor. 6:12).
c. “Blameless” (1 Tim. 3:2). The prospective elder
must be above personal reproach. Although anything might
be alleged of someone, there should be no basis in fact for
an accusation.
d. “A good testimony” or “of good report” from others
(1 Tim. 3:7). This includes personal integrity, pure speech,
and morality.
e. “Able to teach” (1 Tim. 3:2). A good example qualifies one to teach (Acts 1:1). He should be seasoned enough
to see the need to teach others, both publicly and privately.
f. “Holding fast the faithful word” (Tit. 1:9). An elder
must be prepared and skilled in using the Scriptures in defending the faith.
Now, one might ask, “Why are there so many qualifications?” These are not written to frighten men out of the work,
but to ensure that men well-rounded in character and wellgrounded in the Word are appointed to this necessary work.
Below are all of these characteristics in a briefer format.

b. “Not given to wine” (1 Tim. 3:3). The word translated “wine” in the New Testament could refer to pure grape

THE QUALIFICATIONS OF ELDERS
King James Version

New King James 		

1.
2.
3
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17
18.
20.
21.
22.
23.

Desiring the position of a bishop			
Blameless					
Husband of one wife				
Temperate					
Sober-minded					
Of good behavior					
Hospitable					
Able to teach					
Not given to wine				
Not violent					
Not greedy for money				
Gentle						
Not quarrelsome					
Not covetous					
Rules his own house well				
His children in submission				
Having faithful children				
Not a novice					
Blameless		
			
Not self-willed					
Not quick-tempered				
Lover of what is good				
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Desiring the office of a bishop
		
Blameless 						
Husband of one wife			
		
Vigilant						
Sober						
Of good behavior					
Hospitable						
Apt to teach						
Not given to wine					
No striker						
Not greedy of filthy lucre				
Patient						
Not quarrelsome					
Not covetous				
		
Ruleth his own house well				
His children in subjection,				
Having faithful children				
Not a novice				
		
Blameless (not the same as #1) 			
Not self-willed					
Not soon angry					
Lover of good men					

Verse(s)
3:1
3:2
3:2; 1:6
3:2
3:2; 1:8
3:2
3:2; 1:8
3:2
3:3; 1:7
3:3; 1:7
3:3; 1:7
3:3
3:3
3:3
3:4
3:4
1:6
3:6
1:7
1:7
1:7
1:8
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QUALIFICATIONS OF ELDERS CONTINUED
King James Version					
24.
25.
26.
27.

Just							
Holy						
Temperate						
Holding fast the faithful word				

New King James				

Verse(s)

Just							
Holy			
				
Self-controlled						
Holding fast the faithful word				

1:8
1:8
1:8
1:9

[Those beginning with chapter 3 are from 1 Timothy; those beginning with chapter 1 are from Titus.]
dcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdc

ELDERS—JESUS’ ARRANGEMENT FOR HIS CHURCH
Gary W. Summers
In the current cultural climate, the church is not a top
priority. Current statistics reveal that, although 90% of
Americans believe in God, only about 44% worship on a
regular basis. Many no longer have any use for the church
(except for weddings, funerals, and as a possible solution
for their financial problems). Yet Jesus built (Mat. 16:18)
and purchased the church with His own blood (Acts 20:28).
He is head over it (Eph. 1:22-23); He both nourishes it and
cherishes it (Eph. 5:29). How utterly strange that Christians
would not hold in high esteem the object of their Lord’s affection!
If we truly love the Lord our God with all our heart and
soul and mind and strength (Mark 12:30), we will love what
He loves (the church, for instance), hate what He hates (sin),
and joyfully obey Him in all things (worship, fellowship,
church organization). If we appreciate the salvation that Jesus obtained for us (Heb. 9:12) and understand the cost of
it (Isa. 53:12), then we must respect Him as the head of the
body of the saved, as well as His arrangement for the governing of His church. If we have become Christians through
obedience to the gospel, which was revealed through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, then we should heartily accept
any further instructions concerning Christian living, service,
or church structure, which are revealed to us by that same
Holy Spirit.
Elders, Pastors, Bishops
A study of the New Testament reveals that there are
three words (and their cognate forms) which apply to the
same group of men. The designation used most commonly is
“elders,”1 which is used ten times in the book of Acts (11:30;
14:23; 15:2, 4, 6, 22, 23; 16:4; 20:17, and 21:18). There are
six additional references in the New Testament translated
“elders,” (1 Tim. 5:17, 19; Tit. 1:5; Jam. 5:14; 1 Pet. 5:1, 5)
and in one instance we find “presbytery.”2
The Greek noun translated “shepherd” or “pastors”
is used only once to refer to these men (Eph. 4:11). Jesus
is referred to as the smitten “shepherd” (Mat. 26:31; Mark
14:27), the “shepherd of the sheep” (John 10:2), the “good
Contending for the Faith—March/April/2013

shepherd” (John 10:11-12, 14, 16), “that great shepherd of
the sheep” (Heb. 13:20), “the Shepherd and Bishop of your
souls” (1 Pet. 2:25), and “the Chief Shepherd” (1 Pet. 5:4).3
The verb form of this Greek word, when applied to these
men, is translated “feed” (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:2).4
The third designation that the New Testament applies to
these leaders in the church is translated “overseers” in Acts
20:28 and “bishop” in all other verses (Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3:12; Tit. 1:7). The verb form is rendered “taking the oversight”
(1 Pet. 5:2). The following chart lists the Greek word (in Anglicized form), followed by the part of speech it is, Strong’s
number, its appearances in the New Testament, and its translation with the number of times that rendering occurs.
Poimeen(n.)

4166

18

shepherd (17)

pastors (1)

Poimaino(v.)

4165

11

feed (7)

rule

Poimnion(n.)

4168

5

flock (5)

Presbuteros(n.) 4245

67

elder(s) (66)

old men (1)

Presbuterion(n.) 4244

3

elders (2)

presbytery (1)

Episkopos(n.)

1985

5

bishops (4)

overseers (1)

Episkopee(n.)
tion (2)

1984

4

office of a bishop (1) bishoprick (1) visita-

Episkopeo(v.)

1983

2 taking the oversight (1) looking diligently (1)

(4)

Someone might wonder, “But how do you know that
these various words are all referring to the same group of
men—those to whom the leadership of a congregation has
been entrusted?” There are two principal passages where
these words are used interchangeably: Acts 20:17-32 and 1
Peter 5:1-4. But before we look at Acts 20, it might be helpful to see what information about elders exists in the book of
Acts prior to that text.
These men are not introduced with great fanfare: no
qualifications for them are listed in the book of Acts, and no
complete job description is provided at their first mention.
We simply note that the disciples in Antioch sent relief to the
brethren at Judea, and it was taken by Paul and Barnabas “to
the elders” (Acts 11:30). It is not until we read Acts 14:23
that we understand these men are part of God’s design for
5

the church: “And when they had ordained them elders
in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.”
Once again, when the Jerusalem conference occurs in
Acts 15, both the apostles and elders meet together and take
decisive action (2, 4, 6, 22, 23).
Because Paul did not want to spend time in Asia, from
Miletus he sent to Ephesus “and called the elders of the
church” (Acts 20:17). As his speech nears its climax, Paul
admonishes these men:
Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock,
over the which the Holy Ghost has made you overseers, to
feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his
own blood. For I know this, that after my departing shall
grievous wolves enter among you, not sparing the flock
(Acts 20:28-29).

Notice first that the above words are spoken to elders
(presbuteros). They are to take heed to the flock (poimnion), which is what shepherds tend and feed (poimaino), and
which they also oversee (episkopos). All three words (either
in noun or verb form) are thus tied to the same group of men.
The other passage which unites these terms together is
1 Peter 5:1-4.
The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an
elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a
partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock
of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof,
not by constraint, but willingly, not for filthy lucre, but of
a ready mind; neither as being lords over God’s heritage,
but being ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that
fadeth not away.

Once again, elders (presbuteros) are called upon to feed
(poimaino) the flock (poimnion). They must take the oversight (episkopeo) of the church willingly. Those who do the
work well shall be rewarded by the chief Shepherd (poimeen).
Although the above two passages use all three words to
refer to the same men, there are other portions of the Scriptures which incorporate two of the three designations. Paul
tells Titus (1:5) that he left him in Crete to ordain elders
(presbuteros) in every city (reminiscent of Acts 14:23) and
then (1:7) lists the qualifications of a bishop (episkopos). Elders and bishops are the same. In 1 Timothy 3:1 Paul says
that the one who desires “the office of a bishop” (episkopee) desires a good thing; then he gives the qualifications
of a bishop (episkopos). Later, however, in the same book,
Paul speaks of the elders (presbuteros) who rule well (1 Tim.
5:17). Of whom could he be speaking but those who oversee
the church?
Plurality of Elders
Each congregation has its own elders. In Acts 14: 23, for
example, Paul appointed elders in every church. He did not
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appoint one pastor or one bishop over each congregation.
Neither did he appoint one group of elders to oversee an entire region. The letter to the Galatians, which is the region in
which these men were ordained, does not mention one man
ruling one church or a group of men overseeing other congregations besides their own. All other verses are consistent
with this arrangement. The letter to the church at Philippi is
addressed to the saints, “with the bishops and deacons”
(Phi. 1:1). Also Titus was authorized to “ordain elders in every city” (Tit. 1:5).
The purpose for this system is not stated in the New
Testament, but experience has shown the wisdom of it. A
one-man rule, such as the denominational “pastor” system,
cannot work. Even if his pride did not cause him to eventually want everything his own way, it would be unfair for
all of the work to fall upon one individual. Even if he is an
expert at delegating tasks to others, he would still have the
burden of feeding the flock, visiting the sick, and overseeing the internal workings of the congregation all by himself.
The pressure on such an individual would be overwhelming.
The dangers of one eldership taking the oversight over
several congregations are equally obvious. If such men depart from the Word in one point (teaching premillenialism,
for example), then every congregation following their lead
would similarly believe that error and begin to emphasize
the physical above the spiritual. Such an arrangement also
squelches incentive for the men in these churches to be spiritually strong and independent.
In fact, it was the perversion of each congregation’s autonomy that led eventually to full-blown apostasy. Following the historical record of the church after the first century,
we discover that one man became a presiding elder when
these pastors or bishops met to discuss the membership and
their works. These “presidents” eventually began to assume
more power as time passed until they ruled over the other
men. These “exalted elders” then met with their counterparts
in other churches, and a hierarchy (aided by the Emperor
Constantine) was born. When this unauthorized infant cut
his teeth on power, he grew up to dominate the parents who
gave him life. Reformation availed nothing; only a restoration to the system set forth in the New Testament could set
things right.5
Today, especially, God’s wisdom is seen in that, in the
course of our current apostasy, a great number of congregations are standing firm, as they always have. While several
have compromised with worldliness so that one can no longer distinguish between “Christians” and sinners, and while
many have been pressured into conforming to post modern
thinking of accepting contradictions, some few still contend
for the faith once for all delivered to the saints (Jude 3). If
there were a hierarchy, all the sound congregations would be
at the mercy of the liberals who dominate a large portion of
the church and would bring whatever pressures were necesContending for the Faith—March/April/2013

sary to coerce conservatives to conform.

book of Revelation that the 24 elders are mentioned.

Elders/pastors/bishops are needed today every bit as
much as they were in the first century; they must remain
committed to God’s plan for the governing of the church
and for the care of its members. They have a great work to
perform—one with eternal consequences. They must walk
humbly themselves before God, feed the flock with “a ready
mind,” and be subject always to the chief Shepherd, which
includes respecting His organization for the church.

3

ENDNOTES
All Scripture quotations and translation information is based
on the King James Version.
1

Of the other 53 usages of this word, the bulk of them refer
to the elders who ruled over Israel. There are 12 times in the
2

The remainder of the times the word is translated “shepherd”
in the New Testament the reference is to a literal shepherd.
When used of Jesus, the same Greek word is also translated
“rule” (Mat. 2:6; Rev. 2:27; 12:5; 19:15).
4

For an excellent and thorough history about the church from
the first century through the Middle Ages to the present, see
the excellent book, Catholicism, published by Bible Resource
Publications, 25403 Lancewood, Spring, Texas 77373.
5

[The previous article was written initially for the original
Gospel Journal; edited by Dub McClish. It appeared in the
February, 2000 issue and is herein reprinted with a few minor
edits.—Editor]
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THE WORK OF ELDERS
Gary W. Summers
Elders are men who should be seasoned with spiritual
maturity and possess a measure of wisdom; such is suggested by this designation and the qualifications. Notice that
there were no women in this leadership role. Of all groups,
the “Presbyterians” have females they call elders. Are they
the husband of one wife? Someone said recently that a girl
of about 16 was a Presbyterian elder; only two things are
wrong with this notion—gender and age. Two teenage Mormon “elders” were asked how they could call themselves elders when they do not meet even the age qualification. They
said they had a revelation that the qualifications had been
changed. The term elder is selected for a reason, but some
have made a mockery of God’s plan.
Episkopos is closer to a transliteration than a translation.
The word came into Middle English as biscop; gradually the
c softened to an sh, and it became bishop. Literally, it means
to “look over,” or “to oversee.” Generally, we view this word
as being overseers of the work of the church, but it might include the overseeing of souls, also (Heb. 13:17). They must
be able to resolve problems (Acts 6, 15).
Poimeen has no English equivalent, but when translated into the Latin, it was pastor, meaning “shepherd.” This
designation refers to feeding, leading, and taking care of
the flock (Psalm 23). Just as a literal shepherd provides the
proper care for his flock, so does Jesus as the chief shepherd,
through the shepherds of His flock, the church (John 10:1116; Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 2:25; 5:4). Elders exercise pastoral
care (Jam. 5:14-15).
Although elders are not to lord it over the flock, they
do have authority (Heb. 13:7, 17). Elders have the grave responsibility to watch for the souls of the sheep, and in turn
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the flock has obligations toward the elders.
They are “to esteem them very highly in love for their
work’s sake” (1 The. 5:12-13). Since their goal is to lead
and preserve every soul that is part of the flock, they need
everyone’s cooperation. In fact, members are expected to be
obedient to them (Heb. 13:17). The strongest congregations
are those in which this loving and respectful relationship exists.
—5410 Lake Howell Road
Winter Park, FL 32792
GOD WILL JOIN THESE IN MARRIAGE
1. Those who have never been married (1 Cor. 7:28; cf. 7:9).
2. Those who have been previously married but whose former
marriage partner is dead (Rom. 7:2, 3).
3. Those who have been previously married but whose former
marriage partner was guilty of fornication (unfaithfulness to the
marriage vow, Mat. 19:9).

GOD WILL NOT JOIN THESE IN MARRIAGE
1. Those who have a living former marriage partner who was not
put away because of fornication (Mat. 19:9).
2. Those who marry anyone who has a living former marriage
partner who was not put away because of fornication (Mat. 19:9;
5:32).
3. Those who were put away because of their own unfaithfulness to their marriage partner (Mat. 19:9; 5:32).
All persons who have a living companion who was not guilty
of fornication (marital unfaithfulness) are persons who commit
fornication when they marry someone else.
—Thomas B. Warren, Deceased

7

Deviations From The Truth
Roelf Ruffner

“But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice,
they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not
that ye should have fellowship with devils” (1 Cor.11:20).

We all recall the latest mass murders in Newtown, CN.
Our hearts and prayers go out to these families. Two days
after the attack there was a community meeting with President Obama where many practitioners of various religions
led prayers. One Lutheran minister led the benediction. A
few days later the President of the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod wrote apologizing for the minister’s prayer or
“joint worship with other religions.”
There is sometimes a real tension between wanting to bear
witness to Christ and at the same time avoiding situations
which may give the impression that our differences with respect to who God is, who Jesus is, how He deals with us, and
how we get to heaven, really don't matter in the end.

He later was forced to recant this statement.
Though the Bible and I have many differences with the
Lutheran Church, I find nothing in this statement that is contrary to the Bible. As a Christian, preacher or not, I must
have no fellowship with those involved in religious error;
i.e., denominations and false religions (Mat. 7:21; 2 Cor.
6:14-18; Eph.5:11; 2 John 9-11).
Unfortunately, many brethren eagerly wish to display
their multiculturalism and religious pluralism by joining
hands with servants of Satan in worship, ministerial alliances,
community Thanksgiving services, etc. “Be not unequally
yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness?...” (2 Cor. 6:14).
(http://usnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/02/07/16882169lutheran-pastor-apologizes-for-taking-part-in-sandy-hookservice?lite Accessed February 18, 2013).
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The Son of Perdition
Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called
God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the
temple of God, shewing himself that he is God (2 The. 2:4).

As all know, recently one Roman Catholic Pope retired
from being Pope and another was selected take his place.
All heads of man-made religions suffer the same fate—they
either resign or die in office. I believe this is the sixth (?)
Pope I have seen in my life leave office. Compare this fact
of mortality to the head of the church of Christ—Jesus (Col.
1:18). His qualification for that office is that He is eternal yet
He died for my sins and rose from the dead. He can be found
on David’s exalted throne at the right hand of God until the
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end of time (cf. 1 Cor. 15:24-25).
The the College of Cardinals solemnly met (as they have
for centuries) and selected the next Pope. They erroneously
claimed that the Holy Spirit guided them in their decision.
This appointed “Vicar of Christ” arrogantly proclaimed
himself Christ’s representative on Earth and the earthly head
of the Universal (Catholic) Church. And if the Lord tarries,
he will rule his ecclesiastical empire in a Machiavellian manner until he also dies or resigns. He will sit in splendor on
his throne in St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican in the shadow
of a giant pagan statue of Zeus and accept worship (“to kiss
towards”) from his followers.
Why does not someone scream this truth from the hilltops in Rome? “Who (Jesus) is made, not after the law of
a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life” (Heb.7:16).
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Once Again the Bible is Right
And he (King Josiah) brake in pieces the images, and cut
down the groves, and filled their places with the bones of
men (2 Kin. 23:14).

Recently Israeli archeologists announced the discovery
of a 2,750 year old pagan temple at Tel Motza three miles
west of Jerusalem. In its remains they found an altar and
many pieces of clay figurines of people and animals.
Its 8th Century dating would place this temple in the
time period of the righteous King Hezekiah and the prophet
Isaiah. Isaiah speaks repeatedly of idolatry practiced in the
kingdom of Judah. This “temple” may refer to one of the
“high places” (2 Kin.12:3) where people went to worship
their idols.
Perhaps this temple also refers to the activities of the
wicked king Ahaz who desecrated the holy temple in Jerusalem and built “high places” throughout Judah (2 Kin. 16:120; 2 Chr. 28:25). His son Hezekiah would destroy many of
these idolatrous places of worship. Hezekiah’s great grandson, Josiah, would resume his work tearing down idols and
even destroying the statues of horses and chariots in Jerusalem dedicated to the worship of the sun (2 Kin. 23:11). This
archeological discovery once again shows the world the historical accuracy and inspiration of the Bible. “The law of the
Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the
Lord is sure, making wise the simple” (Psa.19:7). (http://
jewishworldnews.org/2012/12/27/israelis-find-2750-yearold-temple, Accessed January 13, 2013.)
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“Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same,
but have pleasure in them that do them” (Rom.1:32).

“Same-sex Weddings to Begin at the Washington
National Cathedral”—The Washington Post
It is amazing to me to continue to witness unapologetic unbelief which tries to pass itself off as Christianity in
our country. The above headline says it all. The Episcopal
Church of America in Washington, D.C. has decided to allow same-sex “weddings” in its cathedral. This cathedral is
not just any “house of worship.” It is where many ceremonial quasi-religious functions are held in our capitol; from
Supreme Court functions to funerals of Presidents. The Dean
of the cathedral, Gary Hall, was quoted as saying, “This national spiritual space is now a place where {lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgendered} people can come and get married”.
Same-sex “blessings” have been a part of some Episcopal Churches since the 1980’s. A few years ago this denomination’s leadership voted to disregard the Bible and allow
unrepentant homosexuals as members, priests and bishops.
Some have left the denomination because of this abomination. Others, like lemmings running off the proverbial cliff,
are following their Biblically blind guides to perdition.
“And if the blind guide the blind, both shall fall into
the pit” (Mat. 15:13). (http://www.washingtonpost.com/
local/washington-national-cathedral-to-start-holding-samesex-weddings/2013/01/08/ed72c5f0-59f1-11e2-88d0-c4cf65c3ad15_story.html, Accessed January 18, 2013.)
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From Fox News and Commentary

University of Tennessee Uses Student Fees
to Host Lesbian Bondage Expert
Mar 14, 2013

Todd Starnes
A lesbian bondage expert and a campus-wide condom
scavenger hunt were among the activities for The University
of Tennessee’s first-ever “Sex Week”—an event paid for by
university money and student fees.
Sex Week is sponsored by the university’s Sexual Empowerment and Awareness at Tennessee club. The six-day
event was expected to cost nearly $20,000—covered in part
by university grants, student fees and contributions from
academic departments.
University of Tennessee spokeswoman Karen Simsen
confirmed to Fox News that the conference was funded by
student fees and university money.
“The university is providing funding for this workshop
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because it covers a wide range of issues that are beneficial to
our students,” Simsen said.
There were 30 events including “Getting Laid,” “Sex
Positivity; Queer as a Verb,” “Bow Chicka Bow Woah,”
“How to Talk to Your Parents About Sex,” “Loud and
Queer,” and “How Many Licks Does It Take…”—a workshop about oral sex.
“It tackled important topics related to sexual health,
sexual identity, preventing sexual assault, gender roles (and)
religion,” she added. “The students have done a good job
making sure there are things to appeal to all.”
The nearly $20,000 cost was covered by money given
from specific academic programs “who see a common interest—from law, from sociology and from history.”
In addition to a campus-wide scavenger hunt for a golden condom, the university hosted noted lesbian bondage expert and erotica author Sinclair Sexsmith. The story was first
reported by Campus Reform.
Sexsmith, who serves on the board of the New York Lesbian Sex Mafia, delivered a lecture titled, “Messing Around
with Gender.”
She also runs the online website “Sugarbutch Chronicles: The Sex, Gender and Relationship Adventures of a
Kinky Queer Butch Top.”
In addition to hosting college workshops and lectures
about queer theory, she is an expert in sexuality and leather.
UT student Brianna Rader, one of the founders of Sex
Week, told Fox News that Sexsmith will not be engaging in
lesbian bondage demonstrations during her appearance.
“She’s doing a workshop on poetry about sexuality,”
Rader said. “She’s also going to be talking about constructing and reconstructing gender roles in society.”
Sexsmith is also expected to show college students “how
to turn up the heat on our own sex drive”—as well as play
with gender and sexual identity roles and butch/femme roles.
Rader said the event had something for everyone.
“We have a stereotype of being conservative but there
are lots of people who are okay with these subjects – like
me,” she said. “This is one way people can get a better sense
of what others in Tennessee and this region of the country
are about.”
Rader said university officials were overwhelmingly
supportive of Sex Week—which includes a sex talent show
and drag show.
“We went to our administrators and they approved it immediately,” she said. “We have excellent faculty advisors.”
Rader said she can’t imagine how anyone could be offended or upset with their sex week activities.
“I would find it very hard to believe that after talking
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to any student with an issue they would not agree that the
purpose of the event is excellent and there is something for
everyone,” she told Fox News.
She said there would be no orgies or public displays of
nudity.
“At least not as a part of sex week,” she said.
Simsen praised Rader, a member of the university’s elite
honors program.
She called their creation of Sex Week “very admirable
and forward thinking.”
“She’s thinking about the kinds of needs and concerns
that should be here on campus,” Simsen said.
But some University of Tennessee alumni are upset that
Sex Week is being paid for with student fees.
“As a Tennessee alumnus, I can say that almost nothing surprises me anymore,” Patrick Davey told Fox News. “I
understand that the United States is the land of the free and
the home of the brave and that we enjoy freedoms here that
other countries don’t.”
“If people want to have a festival devoted to unorthodox
sex practices, they can do it here,” he said. “But the university shouldn’t be paying for it. That’s not the type of education that our tax dollars are for. They can do that on their own
time, on their own property, with their own money.”
Kay Shostak, who graduated from the university in
1983, was among those outraged.
“My blood runs orange – and right now it’s boiling,”
she said. “As a parent of a current college senior, I’d like to
know how to opt out of this fee.”
She also wondered why today’s modern college students
need instruction on sex.
“When I was at UT back in 1983 we didn’t need to use
student fees to learn ‘how to turn up the heat on our own sex
drive,’” she noted.
The university spokesperson said they understand concerns from alumni and parents—but assured them Sex Week
was not geared towards a particular slant.
“We would ask people to take a broader look at the content and really see that there’s great teaching value, there’s
great education value, there’s great engagement value for
our students,” Simsen told Fox News. “We recognize this is
the first time we are doing it—but we have a lot of people
involved looking at the content and making sure it’s appropriate.”
Students were provided screenings for sexually transmitted diseases. (http://radio.foxnews.com/toddstarnes/topstories/university-of-tennessee-uses-student-fees-to-hostlesbian-bondage-expert.html, Accessed March 14, 2013)
dcdcdcdcdcdc

10

Lipscomb University’s 2013 Preaching Workshop
(February 11, 2013)
LU in their rush to be “relevant” and in line with their
liberal denominational friends and their soul mates at other
apostate brotherhood schools who use women speakers in
their summits, seminars, retreats and chapel services has decided to follow the herd. These women are not giving Kiwanis Club speeches. They are preaching to those assembled. Of course this is in clear violation of 1 Timothy 2:8-15,
Titus 2:3-5, the approved example of the Lord, the apostles
and the evangelists of the New Testament. But when did the
authority of the Bible stop liberals from doing anything?
LU will had the “Reverend” Doctor Anna Florence
Gardner as keynote speaker at this “preaching” workshop.
She is associate Professor of Preaching at Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, GA and a Presbyterian minister. This female abomination will also be interviewed at
the workshop. I wonder how many female LU students
gained inspiration from Dr. Gardner and made it their goal to
preach? Maybe women in the audience who currently make
announcements, lead public prayers and wait on the Lord’s
Table on Sundays at their digressive congregations will gain
courage to go further in their disobedience to the Lord by
preaching from the pulpit.
Clearly at LU the word of God was “blasphemed” on
February 11th (cf. Tit. 2:5) as this once faithful college continues its long march to spiritual oblivion. (http://www.lipscomb.edu/news/Event/Detail/3594,Accessed February 1,
2013).
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Bill and the Bible
“For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the
whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth” (Mat.12:14).

Bill O’Reilly, nationally known news commentator has
publically professed the belief that the Holy Bible is mainly
allegorical (to be taken figuratively and not literally.). He
states that the story of Jonah and the great fish is not a true
historical event by a real person but an allegory.
Yet, if the account of Jonah being swallowed whole and
interned in the fish’s belly for three days and nights is mythical and subject to skepticism, so is Jesus’ prophetic claim to
a bodily resurrection after three days and nights in the earth.
When Jesus recounted the fate of Jonah He was stating a
historical fact and not a fairy tale—“For as…..so shall…”
Mr. O’Reilly is one of a legion in this world who disregard the Bible as the inspired, inerrant word of God (2 Tim.
3:16,17). Why he does this I do not know. But I do know that
Mr. O’Reilly is a lifelong Roman Catholic. Instead of believing in the words of Jesus he embraces a false religion with its
mysticism, human tradition, soul-damning doctrines and the
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worship of men as well as a host of incredible superstitions.
So Mr. O’Reilly is in a conundrum. Is he to reject the
words of Jesus concerning His resurrection while rejecting
His endorsement of the account of Jonah and the whale?
Logically, you cannot accept one while rejecting the other.
This is the “cafeteria approach” to the Bible. But the false
religion he embraces has done that very thing for centuries.
(http://www.christianpost.com/news/robert-jeffress-argueswith-bill-oreilly-over-if-jonah-adam-and-eve-stories-arereal-91471/, Accessed March 11, 2013)
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If it walks like a duck…
It was with some bewilderment that I viewed a Youtube
video the other day put out by Oklahoma Christian University (OCU). This video featured President John deSteiguer
and Jase Robertson, a member of the cast of the popular
“Duck Dynasty” T.V. reality show. Both men were standing
in a duck pond on the OCU campus. Robertson wore a set of
camouflaged rubber waders and the President was in a suit
& tie plus waders.
Jase claims he is a Christian, a member of the liberal

White’s Ferry Road Church of Christ in West Monroe, LA.
The two men talked about how the show presents a Christian
family to its viewers. Dr. deSteiguer said of Robertson, “You
are well grounded and committed.” I doubted the veracity
of that statement when I noted Robertson’s past shoulder
length hair—a clear violation of 1 Cor.11:14. His appearance
seemed to nullify his many references to “the Lord.”
Some might say in his defense, “Well, he is just a redneck.” But when does our ethnic or cultural identity give the
Christian the authority to violate one verse of the New Testament? “If you love me, keep my commandments” (John
14:15).
Jase should also show his love of the Lord by cutting his
long hair and explaining to his viewers why he did so. It might
cause some of his viewers to consider the depth of their love
for the Lord. The example of a Christian often speaks louder
than words in this ole sinful world (cf. Mat.5:13,16). (http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=6A2Dy9K-C8M,Accessed
April 6, 2012)
—2530 Moore Court
Columbia, TN 38401
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(Editorial— Continued from Page 2)

This is the case because while in his home and under
his jurisdiction the children were in submission to him,
etc.
To hold the view that in order for a man to be qualified to be an elder he must always have children in
his home under his jurisdiction, etc., would mean that
only those brothers with children in their homes, etc.
would be scripturally qualified to serve as elders. Thus,
as soon as the last child left home, ceasing to be under
his jurisdiction, etc., that brother must resign from the
eldership, for he would be no longer qualified.
As we said when we began this editorial, this is one
of those qualifications that once it is met by a brother
it is for all time met. If that is not the case, every elder
who does not have his children in his home, under his
jurisdiction, etc., at the time he is an elder must resign
the office.
“THE HUSBAND OF ONE WIFE”
This brings to mind another qualification one must
meet in order to serve scripturally as an elder. It too
pertains to one’s family life. For one to qualify to be an
elder he must be, “The husband of one wife” (1 Tim.
3:2; Tit. 1:6)? As bro. Summers points out in his study
of the qualifications of elders, the Greek actually reads,
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“a one woman man.” But the question is asked, “What
if an elder’s wife has severe Alzheimer’s. Her dementia
is to the point that she knows no one, not even her husband, children, long time friends, or where she is. That
being the case with an elder’s wife, would he continue
to be qualified to serve as an elder?
In such a case as the preceding one, with all other
things being scripturally equal, my answer to the question of the last paragraph is “yes.” He has met the qualification of being “the husband of one wife.” What is
the difference in this and the wife of an elder who was
in a severe automobile accident, the consequences of
which put her in an irreversible comatose state—totally
unconscious to the world about her? Or, what about the
elder’s wife who due to some disease or stroke is confined to a wheel chair or bed and is unable to speak or
care for herself?
But someone says, “Regarding the three elders
and their critically ill wives of the two preceding paragraphs, those elders are for all practical purposes without wives. How can they assist their husbands in any
form or fashion, or to any degree in their work as elders,
or anything else regarding what a wife is to be and do
in or out of the home? Of course, the answer is, “They
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cannot.” Does the fact that these wives due to their bad
health disqualify such a “one woman man” from faithfully serving as an elder? I do not believe that to be the
case. Having met the qualification that requires him to
be a “one woman man” he has for all time met it.
Concerning the involvement of elders’ wives in the
work of their husbands, we would do well to ask the
question, “What is it that the scriptures obligate an elder to do in which his wife must be involved or he cannot discharge said obligation?” Before anything else
is written please note that we are not interested in what
is good, better, or best. We are concerned with the obligations put on an elder by the authority of the New
Testament that he must discharge if he is to be faithful
to God in his work?
As a general observation, in 48 years of preaching, I
have observed that the more an elder’s wife is involved
in the work of her elder/husband the more problems exist. The elder’s wife is not a “she-elder.” A faithful elder’s wife is not going to get involved in that which is
the business of her elder/husband and a faithful elder is
not going to involve her in it. Mark it down, as a rule,
with all other things being scripturally equal, the men
who are the best elders keep their wives out of the business that is peculiar to the eldership for her own good
as well as theirs, and the good of the congregation. Woe
to the eldership and the church that has an elder(s) who
reports everything that goes on in an elders’ meeting to
his wife. Or, an elder who must get his wife’s approval
before he can declare his position on whatever the topic
may be. Moreover, the godly elder’s wife does not desire to be involved in that which is her elder/husband
and the other elders obligation alone to discharge. So,
again I ask, “What New Testament obligation peculiar
to an elder’s work requires his wife’s involvement in order for said task to be performed?”
But what if the elders’ wife dies, does he continue
to be qualified to serve as an elder? I definitely think
so. What if an elder’s children, in his home and under
his jurisdiction, died in an automobile accident, would
he continue to be qualified to serve as an elder? What if
an elder’s children reached adulthood, left their father’s
home, married, and established their own home, would
their father continued to be qualified to serve as an elder? Since he no longer has children in his home, how
can he continue to meet the qualifications written to
Timothy and Titus regarding his children’s disposition
and actions toward him in his home? And, he must meet
those qualifications (1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:6). How can a
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person say that a man is qualified to be an elder when
he no longer has his children in his home, or when his
wife is in a comatose state, but he is not qualified to be
an elder when his wife dies? When his children were
in his home he met the qualifications set out in First
Timothy and Titus, and when an elder’s wife dies he
never has been anything but “a one woman man.” But
someone says, “He doesn’t have a wife any longer.”
Indeed so, neither does he any longer have children in
his home who are subject to him.
Moreover, with all other things being scripturally
equal, a dead wife is as capable of performing her wifely duties to her elder/husband, or helping him discharge
his elder duties (whatever they are), as much as the comatose wife, or the wife with severe dementia, etc.
Surely, we will not take the absurd position that a
wife can be all that the Bible teaches a wife to be merely if:
1) she is breathing,
2) her heart is beating,
3) her blood is circulating throughout her body, and
4) she is warm to the touch.
Now, how would a wife in such a physical condition help him do anything? And, she does not have to
be as sick as those wives in our examples before she
would be so incapacitated that she could do very little
or nothing to help her husband in anything. If she cannot perform whatever it is that brethren think an elder
cannot discharge unless he has a wife, then we would
have to conclude that anytime a wife’s health is such
that she cannot help her elder/husband do his job as an
elder, he ceases to be qualified, and must resign from
the eldership. With the foregoing in mind, I ask again
what is the obligation that an elder must discharge in
order to faithfully perform his work as an elder that he
cannot do without a living wife? Also, how bad must the
health of an elder’s wife be before he is disqualified to
serve as an elder?
It may be at this point in our study that someone
may begin to think that such a sick wife as previously
described can do no more for her husband, whether he is
an elder or not, when it comes to her wifely duties than
a dead wife could. But who in the church would say that
an elder’s wife in such sad physical/mental condition as
we have previously described disqualifies him from being an elder? If so, what is the specific qualification(s)
that his wife’s bad health will not allow him to meet in
order to be a faithful elder? The truth of the matter is
this—“the husband of one wife” is a qualification that
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when a brother meets it, it is forever met.
CONCLUSION
Having gone through the preceding study, I must
say that those men who are truly qualified to serve the
Lord as elders over his church, would not press their
right to serve as an elder to the division of the church.
Such a man would consider the church bigger than his
desire to serve as an elder. He can be faithful to God and
go to heaven whether he serves as an elder or not. But,
the church has deprived itself of some faithful and wise
men in the eldership because they do not understand
that some of the qualifications for brethren to meet in
order to serve as an elder are qualifications that once
they have been met they are for all time met.
Members of the church will accept an “elder” whose
wife is not what she ought to be to him as a wife, but
who is detrimental to the church. On the other hand,

they will keep a sound and solid man in the faith out of
the eldership because his wife died. In view of the way
some brethren think, I suppose if a man’s wife could
be kept biologically alive on various and sundry life
support systems indefinitely he could remain an elder
as long as those systems kept her body breathing, heart
beating, and her body warm. Some things about brethren would be extremely humorous if they were not so
serious.
—David P. Brown, Editor
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“I preached as never sure to preach again,
And as a dying man to dying men”
—Richard Baxter, 1615–1691
(Poetical Fragments [1681]. Love Breathing Thanks and Praise)

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT UNITY?
Brock Hartwigsen
The World Council of Churches wants unity among the
world’s religions. The ecumenical movement wants unity
among the Christian churches. Jesus wants unity among believers. Jesus wants unity among believers because He has
only one fold, one flock. “And other sheep I have, which
are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall
hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd” (John 10:16).
Jesus wants unity among believers because as God’s
children we should be united. “And not for that nation
only, but that also he should gather together in one the
children of God that were scattered abroad” (John 11:52).
Jesus wants unity among believers as He and God have
unity.
Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their word; That they all may
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have
given them; that they may be one, even as we are one (John
17:20-23).

Jesus does not want what is called “Unity in diversity.”
Unity in diversity is where two or more parties identify what
they can agree on and then agree to respect each others opinion on what they cannot agree on. This is the unity promoted
by the World Council of Churches and the ecumenical moveContending for the Faith—March/April/2013

ment. This is not the unity that Jesus and God have. This is
the false notion that we all can worship at the church of our
choice and still be united with each other and with God.
Jesus wants unity in deed. He wants the unity of Romans 15:5-6. “Now the God of patience and consolation
grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus: That ye may with one mind and one
mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.”
Jesus’ idea of unity involves one set of ideas and one set
of teachings. His idea of unity does not teach worship at the
church of your choice.
Jesus wants the unity of 1 Corinthians 1:10.
Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there
be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

1 Corinthians 1:10 does not describe unity in diversity or the
concept of worship at the church of your choice.
Jesus wants the unity of Philippians 1:27.
Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of
Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent,
I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit,
with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel.

Jesus wants the unity of Philippians 2:2. “Fulfil ye my
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joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of
one accord, of one mind.”
What is to be the basis of our oneness, this unity? The
World Council of Churches says that it is respect for each
others integrity and sincerity. The ecumenical movement
says that it is a mutual belief in God and Jesus and respect
for each others integrity and sincerity.
The Bible says proper unity is found in the principle of
“One.”
Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are
called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one
baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all (Eph. 4:3-6).

Did you notice the pattern? “One,” not many, “one” not your
choice or my choice from many, but “one” and only “one.”
The Bible says proper unity is found in the words of
Jesus and not the words of men (1 Tim. 6:3-5). Faithful children of God cannot have unity with people who fail to follow the words of Jesus. We are instructed in 1 Timothy 6:3-5
to “withdraw” ourselves from people who fail to follow the
words of Jesus.
The Bible says proper unity is found in the wisdom of
God not the wisdom of man (James 3:13-18).
Unity among believers is disrupted by “seducing spirits” (1 Tim. 4:1). “Seducing” is translated from the Greek
word planao. In classical Greek planao was first used in a
simple geographical sense: to lead someone astray so he does
not arrive at his goal. It also refers to sheep that go astray
and are separated from the flock and shepherd. Planao later
developed a figurative sense of being lead astray in matters
of truth or wandering off the path of correct moral conduct.
“Spirits” refer to anyone or anything that leads a person
off of the straight and narrow path. Paul told the elders of the
church in Ephesus “I know this, that after my departing
shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the
flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them” (Acts
20:29-30).
1 Timothy 4:1 not only cautioned against “seducing
spirits” it also cautioned against “doctrines of devils.”
“Doctrines” means teachings and “devils” is translated from
the Greek word daimonion which means one who devours.
Paul was not writing about literal devils coming and teaching, but figuratively about humans doing the teachings for
the Devil. Jesus was speaking figuratively when He called
Peter “Satan” in Matthew 16:23 because Peter was trying to
persuade Him not to do God’s will. When anyone teaches a
false doctrine, they are trying to devour or destroy the souls
of the ones they are teaching, thus they are “devils.”
Unity among believers can also be disrupted by earthly
14

wisdom (Jam. 3:14-16) taught by false teachers (1 Tim. 4:1).
These false teachers will “privily … bring in damnable
heresies, … [and] … they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not” (2 Pet.
2:1-3).
Christ and God want and require that all believers be
united, to be one (John 10:16; 17:20-23).
Believers are to be one in mind (Rom. 15:5-6), one in
deed (1 Cor. 1:10), one in spirit (Phi. 1:27) and one in body,
one in faith and one in baptism (Eph. 4:4-5).
To have this required oneness believers’ words and
teachings must be Jesus’ and Jesus’ words and teaching
alone (1 Tim. 6:3-5). They must have one set of words or
teachings that they follow and those alone. That one set of
words of teaching needs to be the Bible and the Bible only—
no creeds or manuals or traditions.
To have this required oneness believers must have one
type of wisdom and that wisdom must be the wisdom that
came down from above. It must be Jesus’ wisdom and not
man’s (Jam. 3:17-18).
To have this required oneness believers must have one
standard and doctrine and that standard of doctrine must be
Jesus’ standard and not man’s (Eph. 4:4-6).
—189 Brookside Dr.
Stanton, KY 40380
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THE CHURCH NEEDS THE FUNDAMENTALS
Charles Pogue
Almost twenty years ago, when visiting a congregation
on a Sunday evening, I preached a sermon on the identifying marks of the church. After the service, the preacher
approached me and revealed to me that the teenagers in
that congregation needed it, because they had never heard
a sermon on the subject. In these days of ignorance of the
Word of God, every congregation needs to hear, and every
individual Christian needs to study, the fundamentals of the
faith. While we do not have space to cover all of that material in this article, following is an outline one could use in
such a study.
Authority: Today, people need to be taught that authority in religion is a must. Then, they need to be taught who
and what is the authority. God has now spoken through His
Son (Heb. 1:1-2). We will be judged by the words of Christ
(John 12:48). The only source to which we can go to learn
what we must do in order to be saved, is the New Testament
(2 Tim. 3:16-17).
Need For Salvation: Sin separates man from God (Isa.
59:2). Since all have sinned, (Rom. 3:23), and since the wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23), man needs salvation. God did
not predestine man to sin, but He knew that He would. Thus,
Christ was the lamb slain from the foundation of the world
(Rom. 13:8). That means God had a plan for our redemption all along. That is also what Jesus had in mind when He
fulfilled Psalm 78:2. He opened His mouth in parables to
utter things that had been kept secret from the foundation of
the world (Mat. 13:35). Jesus went to the cross and shed His
blood to redeem us from sin (Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14). No one
can save himself. Salvation is of God, and by the plan that
He put in place.
Man’s response to God’s Plan: If there has ever been a
subject in which more error has been propagated than how
man must respond to God’s plan for man’s redemption, I
don’t know what it would be. Most of the religious world
have been taught that all one has to do for salvation is believe Jesus is the Son of God, and accept Him as their personal savior. This error will no doubt be responsible for the
loss of more souls than any other doctrine ever devised by
man. When the Calvinist claims that he cannot so sin as to
lose his salvation, he is right that he cannot do so, for by
denying the necessity of obedience he has never had salvation to lose! The New Testament is very clear that God has
chosen to save men by the Gospel (Rom. 1:16). That means
one must hear it. When one hears the Gospel he must believe it, repent of his sins, confess his faith in Christ, and be
baptized for the remission of sins. There is no other way to
be saved from sin, because this is the plan that God made.
When Jesus died on the cross, He put this plan into place,
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and the apostles began to execute it when they first preached
the gospel in Acts 2, telling the people to repent and be baptized for the remission of sins. As the old hymn affirms, there
is no other way.
The Church: The church is an indispensable part of
God’s plan. It was in the mind of God from the beginning
(Eph. 3:10-11). When men claim the church is not important, they are saying the blood of Christ is not important.
That blood was the purchase price (Acts 20:28)! Jesus died
to save His body, the church (Eph. 5:23-25). Christ, not the
newly elected son of perdition voted on by Catholic Cardinals, is the head of the church. As the head of the church,
Christ has the say in all things pertaining to it (Col. 1:18).
The worship, work, organization and all other things pertaining to the church are found in the plan of God for man’s
redemption.
The life that keeps the saved saved: The New Testament
tells the child of God how he must live. The description is
summed up by Paul to Titus in the trio of words soberly,
righteously, and godly (Tit. 2:12). The child of God is to be
zealous in good works (Tit. 2:14). It is the Lord who determines what good works are (Col. 3:17). How man worships
God, and how he conducts himself is determined by God,
not by man.
Because of the ignorance that exists in the world, and
even in the church, study of these fundamentals is needed
badly in our preaching, our Bible classes, our homes, and in
our individual lives.
—P. O. Box 592
Grandby, MO 64844

A Matter Of Bible Authority
N. B. Hardeman
My objection to mechanical instruments in worship is not out
of bitterness toward them; not because I think there is harm in the
instrument, per se, but the objection is simply this: I have adopted
the principle and pledged myself to the platform of not going beyond that which the Bible authorizes.
My digressive brother asks me, “Where does the Bible prohibit
it?” I answer, “Where does the Bible authorize it?” Christians
walk by faith (2 Cor. 5:7). No man can use mechanical instruments and walk by faith.
By searching the scriptures you will find that God does not authorize it, does not command it, does not demand it, and that there
is no example in all apostolic history for such a practice. The man
who is faithful and loyal to God's word will not go beyond it.
“Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of
Christ, hath not God” (2 John 9 ASV, 1901). —Deceased
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ABORTION: MONSTROUS AND MURDEROUS
Dub McClish
The Pharaoh of Moses’ time ordered that every male
Hebrew was to be slain at birth (Exo. 1:16, 22). He is remembered in Scripture (and by all right-thinking men) as an
unspeakably cruel, immoral, and evil man (Acts 7:19). The
ancient Greek pagans “exposed” their unwanted and helpless
infants to wild animals and the elements to dispose of them,
and most moderns call their behavior “barbaric” and “inhumane.” Herod the Great murdered all of the male infants living in and around Bethlehem at the time of Jesus’ birth (Mat.
2:16). Even the irreligious justly recoil at his jealous blood
thirst.
More Recent “Civilized” Murderers
History remembers Adolf Hitler as a homicidal maniac
on a grand scale for his destruction of 6,000,000 Jews in the
1930s and 1940s. Joseph Stalin is said to have murdered far
more than this number of his own people. Chairman Mao
slaughtered even more than Stalin. However, even Hitler,
Stalin, and Mao were small time operators beside the perpetrators and advocates of legalized, casual abortion in our
“civilized” nation. In the thirty years since the heinous decision of the Supreme Court was handed down (Roe v. Wade,
January 22, 1973), between 1,500,000 and 2,000,000 totally
innocent, indefensible, babies have been murdered, either in
the womb or in the process of being born, by abortion every
year. The total has now reached almost 56,000,000 cases of
infanticide (http://www.numberofabortions.com/). By far,
most of these killings have taken and continue to take place
for the convenience of the mothers-to-be—a sordid (and
intrinsically selfish) after-the-fact means of birth control.
The seven black-robed justices (two justices dissented) who
handed down this decision from Washington, DC, will face
the Judgment of the Creator of life with the blood of these
millions of innocents of their own kind on their hands.
The same court (though not the same justices) that ruled
in 1973 that it is not “cruel and unusual punishment” to kill
the most helpless and innocent among us has ruled (June
2008) that it is “cruel and unusual punishment” to execute
a child rapist. The awful irony of these two morally reprehensible rulings demonstrates the irrational and wicked nonsense of our God-despising, morally topsy-turvy times.
When Does Life Begin?
What about abortion? Is it infanticide or is it merely the
removal of “expendable tissue”? For abortion to be “murder,” the unborn child must be a living person, temporarily
dependent upon, but distinct from its mother. To the prodeath advocates of abortion, the unborn is merely a “piece of
tissue,” comparable to a wart, a mole, or even a tumor, and
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therefore utterly expendable (merely an impersonal “fetus”).
This leads to the question, When does life begin? It does not
take a Solomon to see that this is the vital question of the
entire discussion of abortion.
The abortion advocate answers, “At birth,” but the Bible
answers, “At conception.” God said to Jeremiah, “Before I
formed you in the belly I knew you; and before you came
forth out of the womb I sanctified you, and I ordained
you a prophet unto the nations” (Jer. 1:5). Before he began to take form (i.e., skeletal or muscular—at conception),
while in the womb, God recognized Jeremiah as a living person. This is the consistent Biblical teaching (see Job 3:16;
10:11; Psa. 51:5; 139:13—16; Isa. 44:24; 49:5; et. al.).
Medical science generally places the beginning of life at
conception. In 1984 a statement titled, “The Utmost Respect
for Human Life,” was signed by 61 physicians, two of whom
were former presidents of the American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology. It said in part:
We urge all those engaged in the abortion debate to recognize
that a central issue in the discourse must include acceptance
of the fact that induced abortion causes the death of a living
human (emph. DM) (Abortion: Where Have All The Babies
Gone? American Tract Society, Garland, TX).

Dr. Jim Clark, a gynecologist who served as an elder in
the church for many years, states that from a medical and
scientific perspective the embryo is alive from the time of
fertilization (when the sperm unites with the egg). Thus a
separate, distinct human life (different from both father and
mother in genetic composition) begins at the moment of
conception rather than at the moment of birth. Admittedly, some doctors disagree (many of whom operate highprofit abortion clinics, incidentally). Significantly, however, some doctors who at first favored abortion have changed
their position after conducting several abortions.
“Common sense” argues that life begins at conception.
Some abortion advocates recommend singing or playing
music to the unborn so as to influence them. How strange.
Do they really expect to influence a “wart” or a “mole”? Proabortionists recognize life in the unborn in other forms of
animal life. They who will gather by the tens of thousands to
champ on the brutal and heartless “right” to slay their own
kind in the womb, will go on a hunger strike to prevent the
destruction of the unborn eagle (yes, they recognize it as an
eagle, not merely a “fetus,” while it is still in the egg). Ironically, some who will almost become violent in their protection of the condemned murderer’s “right” to live and against
the state’s right to end the murderer’s life, staunchly demand
(Continued On Page 18)
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the “right” to slay their own offspring in their most innocent
and defenseless state.
If life, humanness, and personhood do not begin at
conception, when do they begin—one day, one week, one
month, or three months after the sperm fertilizes the egg?
Upon what basis will this all-important question be determined, except ideology and/or fickle subjectivism? While
there are many other crucial matters involved in this issue
upon which abortion should most certainly be opposed, the
determination of the beginning point of life is the very heart
of it.
If life begins at conception (as certainly it does), abortion just as certainly constitutes murder—legalized murder,
but no less murder—on the grandest scale ever known. A
Christian cannot favor this practice and be faithful to
God. Neither can a Christian be guiltless who votes for a
politician or political party that favors this atrocity.
Solutions
What can concerned people do?
1. Pray fervently that in the providence of God this ruling will soon be reversed (the current Supreme Court

has already mitigated a portion of the 1973 decision and
there is hope that it may eventually be overturned completely, if will act before President Obama places additional radical liberals on the court).
2. Let your representatives at both the state and federal
levels know your abhorrence of abortion.
3. Vote for candidates at every level who oppose abortion and who will work to correct this tragedy. We should
be aware that one major party has a strong pro-abortion,
pro-death plank in its platform, while the other party has
an anti-abortion, pro-life plank.)
4. Write a “letter to the editor” for inclusion in your local
newspaper, opposing abortion.
5. Encourage anyone considering an abortion not to consider it at all.
6. Elders and preachers should see that the local congregations they serve are made (and kept) aware of this
tragedy through sermons, bulletin articles, and tracts.
Let us courageously oppose this monstrous “work of
darkness” (Eph. 5:11), confident that God will bless our efforts.
—908 Imperial Drive
Denton, TX 76209
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The Old Paths Pulpit
Sermon Outline

Danny Douglas

“Godliness with Contentment is Great Gain”
1 Timothy 6:6
INTRODUCTION:

1. Paul warns Timothy of those who reject the doctrine
of Christ, and teach otherwise. He informs him about ...
a. What he is to pursue,
b. What he is to flee (1 Tim. 6:3-12), and
c. That some suppose that: “gain is godliness” (v. 5).
2. Over against this negative is set the positive: “But godliness
with contentment is great gain” (1 Tim. 6:6).
a. Our lesson’s aim today is that we will be godly, content,
and thankful.
b. And, although we may not love money, nor be involved in
dishonest gain, we may somehow feel slighted and be tempted
to be envious of the prosperous.
c. Riches do not equal success: “And he said unto them,
Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15; cf. Rev. 2:9; 3:15-17).
3. Ancient Israel was ungrateful (cf. Deu. 32:15, 18, 19; Isa.
1:3). They became ungodly and discontented!
I. Do We Realize How Richly Blessed We Are and Are We
Thankful to God?
A. We take for granted the many blessings we have from
God—Jam. 1:17; 1 The. 5:18; Phi. 4:19. “Blessed be the Lord,
Who daily loadeth us with benefits, even the God of our
salvation” (Psa. 68:19).
B. “In a southern Ohio town there lives a man...He is the wealthiest
man of the county. People passing by his home admire his spacious
lawns and his magnificent gardens...When strangers visit that town, the
home of this rich man becomes the point of interest. One day his seventeen year old lad, while skating fell, striking the back of his head upon
the ice, producing blindness. The rich father traveled from city to city
with his blind boy, endeavoring to find the skill which would bring the
light to those sightless orbs, but his search was in vain. Looking upon
his son one day, he said to a friend standing near: ‘If I could give sight
back that boy, I would cheerfully surrender every dollar I have in the
world and tomorrow morning take my place in the mines, and with
these hands dig with the men the remainder of my days. I would move
from yon mansion on the hill to a humble cottage, and go forth in the
morning with a dinner-pail on my arm, returning at night the happiest
man in all the world’ ” (P. H. Welshimer, pp. 188-189; Special Sermons
for Special Occasions, © 1921).

1. Hundreds of men in that country, looking forth from
their lowly abodes and surrounded by their healthy children, no
doubt, counted the wealthy man as rich and never stopped to
recognize their own riches!
2. What about us? Have we stopped to count our many
blessings—The ability to walk, see, work, and move about? We
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should be especially thankful the “precious blood of Christ”
and all spiritual blessings in Christ (Eph. 1:3)! Also see John
3:16; Rom. 5:6-11; 6:23; Eph. 1:3, 7; 2:13. “...Blessing, and
glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen”
(Rev. 7:12). “Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift”
(2 Cor. 9:15).
II. What is “Godliness with Contentment”?
A. Paul declared that it is great gain (1 Tim. 6:6).
1. “godliness”: “to be devout,” denotes that piety which,
characterized by a Godward attitude, does that which is wellpleasing to Him (Vine). Eusebeia (godliness) is the Greek word
translated, “the fear of the Lord” (Prov. 1:7; cf. Ecc. 12:1314.), in the Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old Testament).
2. “contentment”: (Greek: arkeo) “...being sufficient, to
be possessed of sufficient strength, to be strong; to be satisfied,
to have enough; to be contented with.” (Vine). [cf. 1 Tim. 6:8].
B. If we have the Lord, we are sufficient, but not of ourselves, but in Him (Heb. 13:5-6). “And he said unto me, My
grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect
in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in
my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me”
(2 Cor. 12:9).
C. Paul had learned this—“Not that I speak in respect of
want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content...I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me” (Phi. 4:13).
III. How Do Godly and Contented People Prove Their
Love and Gratitude to God?
A. By love for him and consequently, obedience to His
word (John 14:15; 15:14; 1 John 4:19; 2:3; 1:7; 5:3).
B. By true worship unto him (John 4:23-24; Heb. 10:25;
Psa. 100; 103:1-5; 122:1; Heb. 13:15).
C. By doing good to our fellow man (Heb. 13:16; 1 John
3:16-4:21; Jam. 1:27; Gal. 6:10; Eph. 4:28; Deu. 24:19-21).
D. Offering Prayers of thanksgiving: “Continue in prayer,
and watch in the same with thanksgving” (Col. 4:2).
E. Devoting ourselves unto God, because of His “mercies”
(Rom. 12:1-2; 1 Cor. 6:20). Also see Phi. 4:6; 1The. 5:18.
**To become a Christian: Hear & believe the gospel of Christ (Acts 18:8;
Rom. 1:16); Repent (Acts 2:38); Confess Jesus Christ as the Son of God
(Acts 8:37; Rom. 10:9-10); Be Baptized for the remission of sins (Acts
2:38; 22:16; Rom. 6:4).**

—704 Azalia Dr.
Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474
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I remember how I really loved to listen to my favorite professors—Terry Hightower, Jackie Stearsman, William Woodson, Dowell Flatt, Earl West, Jack Lewis, and many lectureship speakers—and how
they talked about the old preachers, and the issues that sparked the Restoration Movement in America.
I also remember how painful it was to dig out these jewels of history; how you had to go to a College
library and find the bound volumes of each journal. Few indexes were available so if you wanted to be
comprehensive in your search, you just had to go page by page. Even though it was time consuming, I
enjoyed all those hours. I tracked controversial issues through the decades going page by page.
Now, we have a way to use the computer to scan all those pages and search what we want to see.
You can sit at the feet of Alexander Campbell, Moses Lard, Barton W. Stone, and John W. McGarvey.
Don’t forget that the Firm Foundation covered 125 years—many generations of great preachers and
Bible Scholars. All the issues are covered as they had to deal with the same troubles we have today. The
schools, the churches, the mission points, and world missions are all chronicled here in the Firm Foundation. This is the paper missionaries reported their news and needs. The FF is really the “who is who” of
the Restoration Movement. Biographical sketches of current and future preachers, teachers and editors
are all here. It is possible that the history of your home congregation is here too!
As I started this project (The Firm Foundation Preservation Project), I had to learn the computer
skills, acquire the right software, and scanners, and then I had to track down all the issues. I travelled
thousands of miles, talked to the helpful and not so helpful, and managed to gather up thousands of loose
issues. You would think that one complete copy would be enough, but no. Many times I would find a
missing page or issue in a “complete” set and have to go looking again. I even had to use microfilm for
1886-1929 because those who had these issues were not willing to let me scan them. It was an amazing
journey but worth it. You would think that brotherhood librarians would be the best source for information and assistance. Some were extremely helpful… others were indifferent… and still others were
downright mean. Go figure that out.

Order online from AMAZON.COM (type in the search line “Firm Foundation
Preservation Project”), or write me (704 Red Oak Drive, Orange, TX 77632), or
phone 409-670-1675.

The Firm Foundation Covers 125 Years For ONLY $125.00.
Also, you can order the Millennial Harbinger, Christian Baptist, Lard’s Quarterly, and others. All
are unrestricted pdf files. The other titles are $1.00 per year as well. Special thanks to John Prophet and
the Firm Foundation for granting me permission to do this worthy project.
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38th Annual Bellview Lectures • June 7-11, 2013 (Friday – Tuesday)

Innovations
Friday, June 7
7:00 pm
7:45 pm

Bible Authority
Daniel Denham
Silence of the Scritptures
Dub McClish

Saturday, June 8

9:00 am Special Services (Easter, Christmas)		
			
Michael Hatcher
10:00 am Logic and the Bible
Terry Hightower
11:00 am Direct Operation of the Spirit		
			
Johnny Oxendine
		 Lunch Break
1:00 pm Drama Teams/Puppet Ministry Lee Moses
2:00 pm Disater Relief Organizations		
			
David P. Brown
3:00 pm
Open Forum
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Female Leaders
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm Ecumenism
Danny Douglas

Sunday, June 9

9:00 am Praise Teams
Ken Chumbley
10:00 am Any-Day, Any-Thing Lord’s Supper		
David Watson
Lunch and Dinner Break
5:00 pm House Church Concept
Lynn Parker
6:00 pm Fellowship Innovations Johnny Oxendine
7:00 pm No Eternal Punishment
Dub McClish

Monday, June 10
9:00 am Dedicating Babies
Danny Douglas
10:00 am Logic and the Bible
Terry Hightower
11:00 am Kitchens in the Building? Jess Whitlock
		 Lunch Break
1:00 pm Modern Translations
Daniel Denham
2:00 pm Voting on Elders
David Watson
3:00 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Special Ministers
Tim Cozad
8:00 pm The Social Gospel
Lee Moses

Tuesday, June 11
9:00 am Missionary Societies
Ken Chumbley
10:00 am Logic and the Bible
Terry Hightower
11:00 am Children’s Worship/Divided Asembly		
Bruce Stulting
		 Lunch Break
1:00 pm Handclapping
Jess Whitlock
2:00 pm Gymnasiums (“Family Life Centers”)		
Tim Cozad
3:00 pm Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm Mechanical Instruments of Music		
David P. Brown
8:00 pm Theistic Evolution
Lynn Parker

Bellview Lectures Information
New Dates for the Lectureship

This year’s lectureship will start Friday evening and go through
Tuesday. Please make note of these new dates.

Housing

The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd; Pensacola, FL
32526) is providing a special rate for those attending the Bellview
Lectures. The price (tax not included) is $59.99—single bed and
$69.99—double beds. Their phone number is 850.941.0908. Tell
them you are attending the Bellview Lectures when making
your reservations. If you are planning on attending the lectureship you may want to make your motel reservations early.

Meals

The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ will provide
a free lunch on Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday. For all other
meals, a list of restaurants will be available at the registration
tables.
Contending for the Faith—March/April/2013

Books

The lectureship book, Innovations, will be available for purchase.
The price has not yet been determined. The book will contain 26
chapters and will be a soft-cover book. Everyone will want to purchase a copy and perhaps additional copies for gifts. The books will
not be mailed until after the lectures are over.

Books-on-CD

The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976, 1978, 1988-2005,
2007-2013) will be available on CD in Adobe PDF. The price of
the CD is $37.50. The CD will also includes the Defender (1970,
1972-2012), Beacon (1972, 1974-2012), and other material.

View Lectures Live on the Internet
If you cannot attend the lectureship in person, please view
them live on the Internet:

www.bellviewcoc.com
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2013 SPRING CHURCH OF CHRIST CFTF LECTURESHIP

CHRIST—THE GREAT CONTROVERSIALIST
The lectureship was presented from Wednesday, February 20—Sunday, February 24 in the facilities of the Spring Church of
Christ. The congregation is superintended by elders: Kenneth D. Cohn, Buddy Roth, and Jack Stephens. David P. Brown is the
evangelist working full time with the church. He is also the director of the annual lectureship and editor of the book.

Secretary: Sonya West t E-mail: sonyacwest@gmail.com t Office Phone: (281) 353-2707
SPRING CHURCH OF CHRIST ~ PO BOX 39 (Mailing address) ~ 1327 SPRING CYPRESS ROAD, SPRING, TX 77383

David P. Brown: Christ—The Great Controversialist
Gary Summers: Christ Confronted Satan
Michael Hatcher: Christ Confronted Religious Traditions
Ken Chumbley: Christ Confronted Error About Truth
Don Tarbet: Christ Confronted Error About Repentance
Gene Hill: Christ Confronted Error About the End of Time
Daniel Denham: Christ Confronted Errors About Miracles
Charles Pogue: Christ Confronted Error About Unity and Fellowship
Lester Kamp: Christ Confronted Error About Himself
Skip Francis: Christ Confronted Error About Materialism and Money
Geoff Litke: Christ Confronted His Disciples’ Errors
Wayne Blake: Christ Confronted Worry
Daniel Denham: Christ Confronted Error About the New Birth
Charles Pogue: Christ Confronted Pride
Danny Douglas: Christ Confronted Error About Worship
Don Tarbet: Christ Confronted Error About Forgiveness
Terry Hightower: Christ Confronted Error About Civil Government
Ken Chumbley: Christ Confronted Error About Love
Rheba Stancliff: Christ Confronted Error About Women
Danny Douglas: Christ Confronted Hypocrisy
John West: Christ Confronted Error about His Kingdom
Bruce Stulting: Christ Confronted Error About Salvation
Lynn Parker: Christ Confronted Error About the Nature of Man
Lester Kamp: Christ Confronted Error About Faith and Knowledge
Gary Summers: Christ Confronted Error About Heaven and Hell
Terry Hightower: Christ Confronted Error About the Father
Michael Hatcher: Christ Confronted Error About the Holy Spirit
Dub McClish: Christ Confronted Error About Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage

Videos of the lectures are archived at the following web address: www.churchesofchrist.com.
LECTURESHIP BOOK: The book is $17.00 per book plus $4.00 S&H. Book stores and dealers ordering five or more books
get a 40% discount.
CD OF LECTURESHIPS: A CD of ALL the Spring Church of Christ lectureship books from 1994–2013 is available. This
is in PDF format and is searchable. The price is $50.00 per CD. If you have purchased a CD previously, you can upgrade for
$5.00 to the current CD (1994-2013). We ask that you return your old CD when you purchase the new one.
AUDIO AND VIDEO: Audio and video recordings of the entire lectureship are available in CD (MP3), DVD, and Blu-ray
formats. The cost is: CD set—15.00 plus S&H; DVD (standard definition) set—$30.00 plus S&H; Blu-ray (high definition)
set—$40.00 plus S&H. Texas residents must add 7.25 percent tax.
ORDERING: To order the lectureship book, the CD of the lectureship books, or audio/video recordings contact Contending
For The Faith, P. O. Box 2357, Spring, TX 77383-2357, or (281)350-5516, or dpbcftf@gmail.com.
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What The Bible Says About:
37th Annual Bellview Lectures
Held June 9-13, 2012

Truth.....................................................David P. Brown Baptism.....................................................Dub McClish
False Teachers..................................................John West Authority................................................Ken Chumbley
Morality..........................................................Gene Hill Divorce and Remarriage.................................Don Tarbet
Worship..................................................Ken Chumbley Love.......................................................David P. Brown
Bible Translations............................................John West Christian’s Fruit...........................................Lynn Parker
Hate..............................................................Tim Cozad
The Tongue.................................Dennis “Skip” Francis
Holy Spirit...............................................Charles Pogue Modesty...........................................................John Rose
Satan......................................................Gary Summers Salvation.....................................Dennis “Skip” Francis
Inspiration of the Bible..........................Michael Hatcher The Second Coming....................................Dub McClish
Home............................................................Tim Cozad God the Father............................................Wayne Blake
Works of the Flesh......................................Roelf Ruffner Drinking Alcohol...........................................Don Tarbet
Emotions..................................................Charles Pogue Covenants........................................................ John Rose
Conflict...........................................................Gene Hill Christ........................................................ Roelf Ruffner
Christian Growth.......................................Wayne Blake Hell......................................................... Gary Summers
Heaven..............................................Lynn Parker

Bellview Lectureship Book and CD Information
Books
You will want to purchase this lectureship book, What The Bible Says About: It consists of 29 chapters and is a soft-cover book. It
costs $11.00 plus $3.00 S&H. We urge you to buy several copies of the book for gifts.
Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976, 1978, 1988-2005, 2007-2011) are available on CD in Adobe PDF. The price of
the CD $36.75. The price includes postage. If you have a previous version of the CD please phone the Bellview Church office
concerning getting it updated. The CD also includes the Defender (1970-2011), Beacon (1972, 1974-2011, and other material.
Order From: Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Field Road, Pensacola, FL 32526, Phone: (850) 455-7595.
2011 CFTF SPRING
CHURCH OF CHRIST
LECTURESHIP BOOK

PROFILES IN APOSTASY #2
$20.00 PLUS $3.00 S&H
SEND ALL ORDERS WITH PAYMENT TO:

Contending for the Faith
P.O. Box 2357
Spring, Texas 77383-2357
Texas residents add 7.25% tax
Contending for the Faith—March/April/2013

THE 2011 CFTF BOUND VOLUMES
CONTINUE TO BE AVAILABLE. THE
2012 VOLUMES ARE READY. CONTACT US BY U.S. MAIL, E-MAIL, OR
PHONE TO ORDER YOUR 2011
AND 2012 BOUND VOLUMES. WHY
NOT ORDER AN EXTRA COP Y OF
EACH FOR A BROTHER OR SISTER
IN CHRIST?
—David P. Brown , Editor
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Directory of Churches...
-AlabamaHolly Pond–Church of Christ, 10221 Hwy 278, Holly Pond, AL 35083,
Sun. 10:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (256) 507-1776,
(256) 507-1778.

-ColoradoDenver–Piedmont Church of Christ, 1602 S. Parker Rd. Ste. 109, Denver,
CO 80231, Sunday: 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. www.piedmontcoc.
net, Lester Kamp, evangelist. (720) 535-5807.

-EnglandCambridgeshire–Cambridge City Church of Christ, meeting at The
Manor Community College, Arbury Rd., Cambridge, CB4 2JF. Sun.,
Bible Study--10:30 a.m., Worship-- 11:30 a.m.; Tue. Bible Study--7:30
p.m. www.CambridgeCityCoC.org.uk. Keith Sisman, Gospel Preacher.
Contacts: Keith Sisman [By phone inside USA (281) 475-8247); Inside
the U.K.: Cambridge (England): 01223-911243]; Alternative Cambridge
contacts: Joan Moulton - 01223-210101; Postal/mailing Address - PO BOX
1, Ramsey Huntingdon, PE26 2YZ United Kingdom

-FloridaOcoee–Ocoee Church of Christ, 2 East Magnolia Street, Ocoee, FL 34761.
Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. David Hartbarger,
Evangelist, (407) 656-2516,
Pensacola–Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Field Road, Pensacola,
FL 32526, Sun. 9:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Michael
Hatcher, evangelist, (850) 455-7595.
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-South CarolinaBelvedere (Greater Augusta, Georgia Area)–Church of Christ, 535
Clearwater Road, Belvedere, SC 29841, www.belvederechurchofchrist.org;
e-mail belvecoc@gmail.com, (803) 442-6388, Sun.: 10:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., Evangelist: Ken Chumbley (803) 279-8663.

-OklahomaPorum–Church of Christ, 8 miles South of I-40 at Hwy 2, Warner exit.
Sun. 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Lawson, evangelist, email:
allenlawson@earth-comm.com.

-TexasDenton area–Northpoint Church of Christ, 4224 N. I-35 (Greenway Plaza,
just north of Cracker Barrel). Mailing address: 4224 N. I-35, Denton, TX
76207. E-mail: northpointcoc@hotmail.com. Website: www.northpointcoc.
com. Sunday: 9:30, 10:30, 1:00; Wednesday 7:00. Contact: Dub McClish:
(940) 387-1429; dubmcclish@gmail.com.
Evant–Evant Church of Christ, 310 West Brooks Drive, Evant, TX 76525.
Office: (254) 471-5705; Jess Whitlock, evangelist (254) 471-5717.
Houston area–Spring Church of Christ, 1327 Spring Cypress, P.O. Box
39, Spring, TX 77383, (281) 353-2707. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 1:30
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., David P. Brown, evangelist. Home of the Spring
Contending for the Faith Lectures, and the internet school, Truth Bible
Institute. www.churchesofchrist.com.
Huntsville–1380 Fish Hatchery Rd. Huntsville, TX 77320. Sun. 9 a. m.,
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (936) 438-8202.

-North Carolina-

New Braunfels–225 Saenger Halle Rd. Sun: 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 1:30
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, evangelist. (830) 625-9367. www.
nbchurchofchrist.com.

Rocky Mount–Scheffield Drive Church of Christ, 3309 Scheffield Dr.,
Rocky Mount, NC 27802 (252) 937-7997.

Richwood–1600 Brazosport, Richwood, TX. Sun. 9:30; 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.,
Wed. 7 p.m. (979) 265-4256.
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