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THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE’S
“ENCYCLOPEDIA” EDITORIAL
Gary W. Summers

A review of the newly published Encyclopedia
of the Stone-Campbell Movement was presented in
the 2005 February issue of CFTF. In addition to the
three-page promotion of that work (17-19), The Christian Chronicle, in the same December, 2004, issue, ran
an editorial on page 30, titled “Bridging the Gap Between Believers,” which plugs the encyclopedia but in
the process of doing so also states an opinion that is as
offensive as it is inaccurate. Below are reprinted the
last six paragraphs of that editorial, along with an appropriate response to each one.
For at least two decades some leaders in the Churches
of Christ have had discussions with leaders in Christian churches about the ways godly people can influence the world. Such discussions are viewed by many
in churches of Christ as dangerous—or at least suspect, fearing that these conversations are the prelude
to reunion and thus compromise of principles.

Some is the correct adjective to use concerning
“brethren” who have met in twenty years of unity meetings with the Christian Church. I personally have attended two forums (I and VII) and reviewed Rick
Atchley’s 2002 speech. The main emphasis of these
meetings did not involve “ways godly people can influence the world”—although others may have.
The fact is that brethren who believe in abiding by
the scriptures quit attending after the first one—except
maybe to observe what was happening. Those in the
Christian Church are not going to give up instrumental
music for the sake of unity—any more than Jeroboam
was willing to give up his golden calves. The instrument
is their idol. In debates they have tried every defense

for it they can possibly contrive and have never been
able to justify its use. Not finding Biblical authority for
it, however, has not kept them from using it. These
discussion forums have not proven profitable and have
most assuredly led to compromise.
Concerned leaders among larger churches of Christ
have often reflected on the fact that the largest congregations in our fellowship have fewer than 4,000
members. But Christian Churches have several groups
larger than 10,000….

First of all, who are these “leaders”? All Christians should be contributing to the growth of the church,
but who are the ones wringing their hands because
some of our churches are only 4,000 instead of 10,000
or 15,000? Is there anywhere in the New Testament,
besides the church in Jerusalem, that is said to be over
1,000?
Second, why are they concerned? Is there some
value in having the mega-church mentality? Some
brethren have made journeys to South Barrington, Illinois, to see how Bill Hybels has succeeded so well.
Others have visited Rick Warren’s Saddleback Community Church in order to imitate them. My wife and
I once visited a congregation in Illinois where they were
studying Warren’s book on Sunday evenings and discussing it. I asked one of the elders, “How do you
expect to grow like they have when they give as one
of their ingredients for success the fact that they have
elaborate music programs?” There followed a loud
silence. Many of the members wondered why they
were studying the book in the first place. They would
have spent their time more wisely by being evangelis(Continued on Page 6)
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FAITHFUL GOSPEL
PREACHER, TIM KIDWELL
NEEDS OUR HELP
For the past five years Tim Kidwell has been struggling with what has been diagnosed as Spasmodic Dysphonia. Spasmodic Dysphonia or “SD,” is a focal form
of dystonia, a neurological voice disorder that involves
involuntary “spasms” of the vocal cords causing interruptions of speech and affecting the voice quality. SD
can cause the voice to break up or to have a tight,
strained, or strangled quality.
In 2003 brother Kidwell started receiving treatments
for this disorder. He received botox treatments for
about a year. The treatment consisted of injecting
botox through his neck into one of his vocal cords.
AlthoughS at first this did help, it began to be less
effective each time it was done. After maybe five botox
injections he decided it was not helping, but in actuality making his voice worse. He, therefore, terminated
this treatment..
In 2004 he became aware of Doctor Morton Cooper, 11661 San Vicente Blvd. Suite 301 Los Angeles, CA 90049, http://www.voice-doctor.com/. Dr.
Cooper is a voice doctor who currently practices treatment for Spasmodic Dysphonia. Besides Doctor Cooper no other doctor has been able to cure SD.
For more than a year brother Kidwell has struggled
with the choice of whether to go to this doctor or not.
During the time in which he has tried to decide, his
voice has gotten noticeably worse. He phoned Doctor Cooper on March 15th, 2004 to get some more
information about how much he charged. While talking to the doctor he was told that in order to cure his
SD he would have to come to California and reside
there for a month. His treatment would involve seeing
Doctor Cooper for 25 hours a week. But one thing
stands as a hindrance at this point, MONEY. Doctor
Cooper informed brother Kidwell that this month of
treatment will cost $16,000 not including airfare, hotel, food and so on.
HIS VOICE IS HIS LIFE

$16,000 for treatment, some may not see it as worth
it. So, why would brother Kidwell bother with it? The
answer is a very simple one—he is a Gospel preacher.
He presently works with the church of Christ in Buda/
Kyle, Texas. He also serves as one of the elders.
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Preaching God’s word is brother Kidwell’s life. Without the strength of his voice he struggles to preach
God’s word, but as his voice worsens how much longer
can he continue to speak the unsearchable riches of
Christ? Of course, he is greatly concerned about being able to continue supporting his family by doing the
work of a Gospel preacher. It is not that brother
Kidwell could not get a secular job if he had to because of his failing voice, but he has such a strong
desire to preach the gospel that it would not be easy
for him to stop doing so. For your information an audio clip of brother Kidwell’s voice can be heard by
clicking the file under brother Kidwell’s picture on the
web page http://home.satx.rr.com/ktownsend/
Tim_Kidwell/.
WILL YOU MAKE A FINANCIAL
CONTRIBUTION TODAY TO
HELP TIM KIDWELL?

So, why have I taken the time to explain brother
Kidwell’s condition? You guessed it. Because he
needs our help to be able to pay for this treatment. He also needs our prayers.
Please understand that at the time of this writing
brother Kidwell knows nothing about this article or
the web site: http://home.satx.rr.com/ktownsend/
Tim_Kidwell/. He does not know that we are asking
you to help him. We ask that you do not mention this
to brother Kidwell until it is closer to time for him to
leave for California. This help will simply be a little
surprise from his brethren in Christ.
If you have any questions please email Holly
McCormack at HollyuvTX@ev1.net or phone her
at (254) 471-5749. If you would like to contribute
financially to this fund to help brother Kidwell you can
send your contributions to:
Church of Christ at Evant
C/O Holly McCormack
270 West Brooks
Evant, TX 76525
Thank you so much for reading this plea for financial help for brother Kidwell and please keep him and
his family in your prayers. The Buda/Kyle congregation supports this effort to help brother
Kidwell.
—David P. Brown, Editor
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Assistant Editoral...

DID ADAM AND EVE HAVE
BELLYBUTTONS?

I was asked recently to respond to an article that
appeared in a college paper in Texas. Below is the
article in its entirety followed by a brief response.
THEORY OF DIVINE DECEIT
BREEDS HYPOCRISY

I have an extremely serious question for all
you religious scholars out there. Okay, are you
ready? Here goes.
Did Adam and Eve have bellybuttons? No, seriously. Did the world’s most famous couple have
navels? It may seem like an insignificant detail,
but there have been serious studies and theories
about this for hundreds of years.
Here is the serious part of the question. If Adam
and Eve did have bellybuttons, it would imply that
they were born in the “normal” way. But the Bible
says that Adam was created from dust and that
Eve was created from Adam’s rib – doesn’t seem
normal to me.
On the other hand, if Adam and Eve did not
have bellybuttons, it would mean that they weren’t
the perfect human specimens that they were supposed to be.
This is heavy stuff, isn’t it? People have been
stumped by this question since the 1700’s, and
became even more confused when Darwin came
onto the scene. With all Darwin’s talk of evolution and origin of species, creationists had to find
some way to respond to the seemingly overwhelming evidence against their beliefs.
Instead of sticking to the tried and true method
of justifying their beliefs through faith, some Christian scientists tried to back their beliefs with “fact.”
British zoologist Phillip Henry Gosse came
up with the answer in the 1800’s. Gosse stated
God created the world in six days around 4,000
BC. He also answered the Adam and Eve question. Yes, they did have navels; not because they
were born, but because God gave them navels in
an attempt to trick everyone. Since God gave
Adam and Eve navels, he also filled the earth with
fossils, already adult trees, and eroded valleys and
rivers.
And god did this all to convince people that
4

there had been a past that had never existed out
of his imagination.
There are still “young-earth-ers” out there today who still cling to the idea that there is NO
SUCH THING as evolution, and that God fabricated everything in the six days in which he created the earth.
It seems ridiculous that there are people out
there who would come up with such crazy theories in order to answer the question of Adam and
Eve’s navels.
It seems more ridiculous that even though the
Pope accepts evolutionary theory, there are people
who are so blind as to believe that God would
deceive them rather than admit that things have
evolved or that the six days might have been a
subjective number.
Now, I’m not trying to tear down Creationist
theory. I just think it is wise to always be willing
to listen and question and think for yourself, and
not just cling to an idea that is so dogmatic and
stiff that it turns itself into hypocrisy.1
A RESPONSE

Many things are askew in the article, Theory of
Divine Deceit Breeds Hypocrisy. As I read the article I was truly amazed at the depth of the author’s
ignorance, and willingness to put forth assertions for
which there is no support.

To begin with, the question of “bellybuttons” has no
bearing on the discussion of Creation whatsoever.
From the biblical account, God created Adam from
the dust of the ground and later formed Eve from
Adam’s rib. There certainly would have been no reason for a bellybutton. Just because the writer found a
few Creationists to aver the existence of such does
not prove that God is playing some type of cosmic
trick on mankind.
In fact the entire thesis of her article is based on this
straw man. She asserts the “bellybutton” dilemma
(which in truth is no dilemma), then spins her web
around some man’s misguided attempt to explain the
issue.
Her affirmation that if Adam and Eve didn’t have
bellybuttons they would fail to be the “perfect human
specimens” is without validity. She is implying that a
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failure to have a bellybutton translates into some sort
of shortcoming on their part. If God created Adam
and Eve (and the Bible affirms he did [Genesis 2,3]),
then they certainly were perfect (with or without a hole
in their abdomen).
Then she runs to Darwin as the bearer of light on the
question of origins. Her assertion that Creationists had
to come up with a response to the “seemingly overwhelming evidence against their beliefs” is totally lacking in veracity. Darwin’s theory, was not, is not, and
will never be true.
In fact everything we KNOW in the realm of Science supports the Creationists explanation of the existence of life, not Darwin’s evolutionary concept. In
fact there are hundreds of good apologetic works that
have been written which deal with the proofs of the
Creationists positions as set forth in the Bible.
Her criticism of Creationists who attempt to prove
their positions rather than just accepting it on faith (in
spite, as she would style it, of what the evidence
proves) shows a total lack of understanding of biblical
faith or the nature of knowledge. Jesus said, “And
ye shall know the truth and the truth shall set

you free” (John 8:32). We are not in some theological guessing game situation. We are to study (II Timothy 2:15), and understand (Ephesians 3:3-4) the things
that God has revealed to us (Deuteronomy 29:29).
The tidbit about not trying to tear down the Creationist theory simply will not fly. Anyone who attacks
the veracity of the biblical account of creation is hitting at the very foundation of the Bible. More could
be said, but I close with the words of Jesus in Matthew 19:4, “...he that made them at the beginning
made them male and female.” All other things aside,
Jesus affirmed the biblical account not some cosmic
accident, that led to all that we currently see. We need
to stand strong on what the Bible says relative to all
subjects especially ones like the creation that are under constant attack from the enemies of truth.
ENDNOTES

1. The names of the paper and author are available if
needed for verification of authenticity.

—Michael Light, Assistant Editor
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THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE’S...
(Continued From Page One)
tic.

Did the Lord teach somewhere that congregations must be a certain number in order to be pleasing
to him? As one peruses the letters to the seven churches
in Asia, he finds that the Lord criticizes his members
for a lack of love, a lack of zeal, for allowing false
teachers to teach error and practice immorality, and for
being complacent (or even dead), but he never mentions that they should have more than 5,000 members.
Growth is the result of God blessing the faithful; we
need to work on keeping his word (Revelation 3:8).
Members of churches of Christ seem almost
afraid of discussing any religious topic unless they are
following the script of a Bible study lesson leading to
conversion. Such an attitude is the exact opposite of
the early restoration leaders. Those men were searching for understanding and truth. Those people were
serious students of the word and were not afraid to
change their minds and positions.
Has the editor of this paper ever attended any of
the lectureships that brethren conduct on a variety of
topics? Has he ever read one of the books produced
by the Shenandoah church in San Antonio—ones that
deal with Bible translations, ethics, hermeneutics, and
many other topics? Is he aware of the books the Spring
Church of Christ publishes each year, which have dealt
with Roman Catholicism, Pentecostalism, Judaism, the
Muslim religion, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and more? Has

CHECK
YOUR ADDRESS LABEL
IF YOURS HAS THE DATE

3/01/05

IT IS TIME TO RENEW
SEND RENEWALS TO:
P.O. BOX 2357
SPRING, TX 77383
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he ever attended the Power lectures in Southaven, Mississippi, or those in Memphis, Pensacola, Lakeland,
Austin, or Denton/Schertz? Has he even bothered to
drive to Muskogee? How does he know what members of the church are afraid to discuss? Some are
quite proficient at apologetics.
The implication that brethren today are not serious students of the word is truly a judgment on his
part—of the type Jesus said to avoid (Matthew 7:1-5;
John 7:24). No serious student of the word is afraid to
follow the truth wherever it leads, but neither is he eager to be blown about by every wind of doctrine or by
what is the popular thing to do at the time. The liberals
or progressives (or whatever he chooses to call them)
do not make arguments and discuss their rationale.
They simply initiate change. How many times have
faithful brethren written to those in error—only to be
thoroughly ignored. Most of them are into the teachings of men (the Puritan up in Iowa)—not the scriptures.
A common idea among those who sought to restore
first century concepts of the church was the call,
“Come, let us reason together.” Bible knowledge was
valued because it was truth. Dialogue and discussion
encouraged the examination of Bible teachings.

The unity meetings mentioned earlier do not include dialogue. Tracts on instrumental music written
by H. Leo Boles were brought to the first one in Joplin.
They were ordered removed lest someone be offended.
So much for open honest dialogue! Would the editor of
The Christian Chronicle continue to meet with a person living in immorality (homosexuality, adultery) if that
individual made it clear that nothing would ever change
his mind? If he would, would he please be so kind as to
explain why? Does he enjoy fellowshipping the immoral? Does he have a Bible script mentality which he
hopes will lead to the other person’s conversion? Why
is he willing to waste his time on an individual who will
not change when there are millions who might? Most
brethren have no objection to meeting and discussing
issues with anyone, but when someone has closed his
mind, discussion is pointless.
The greatest threat to all of us who are descendants of
the restoration heritage is that we know so little of the
Bible that we lack the tools to reason about faith and
godliness. We practice a form of religion without knowing the God and Savior of the first century church.

What kind of flapdoodle is that? How can the
editor presume to know the brotherhood so well (though
Contending for the Faith—March/2005

he does not attend sound Bible lectureships) that he
can make such a generalization? I have often made
the point to college students that we are the only religious group I know of who studies all of the scriptures
and puts our beliefs on the line every time we teach a
Bible class and invite discussion. Many denominations
study a portion of the scriptures—selected texts, but
we often cover the material verse by verse.
It is undoubtedly true that some practice a form
of religion, just as some are hypocrites, but we vigorously deny that such is true of the entire membership.
But, in the event that the church is feebler than we
imagined, perhaps we can all gather at the feet the
learned editor while he instructs us how to reason about
faith and godliness. Undoubtedly, we would be far more
humble, also.
Those on the Chronicle staff love the church that
Jesus died for…. We want to further the efforts to restore first century Christianity to the 21st century world.

If the Chronicle staff indeed loves the church,
then why do they display advertisements from schools
that have departed from the faith? Why do they interview brethren who have erred from the truth? Why
lavish such praise upon “scholars” who do not uphold
the fundamentals of Christianity? Any time they want
to dialogue about such matters and demonstrate their

open-mindedness, I am confident I can find some men
who will be willing to meet with them.
What do they mean by furthering efforts of restoration? If they mean that they are committed to evangelism and calling others to the Gospel, we can certainly agree that this activity is paramount for all Christians.
But if they mean that the church has further to go
in being restored, we would all be curious to know where
they think we are currently falling short. Do we have
the wrong gospel, for example? Surely, they do not mean
that. Does our worship not compare to that of the first
century? Most brethren are committed to worshipping
in spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24). We do only that
which the New Testament authorizes (Colossians 3:17).
Are we askew as it pertains to New Testament doctrine? If so, where is it? Do we not have the correct
church organization, as taught in I Timothy 3 and Titus
1)? Do we not have men in leadership roles (I Timothy
2)? What doctrine or practice have brethren failed to
restore? True Christians should always have, as their
goal, pleasing God, and we should continually pray that
all who call themselves Christians would think likewise.
—5419 Lake Howell
Winter Park, FL 32792

BAD ADVICE
Lynn Parker

Christ motivated followers to follow completely
or not at all. He called disciples to “seek first the
kingdom of God” (Matthew 6:33). Jesus commanded
a young man him to go, sell what he had, give it to the
poor, and then “come, follow me” (Matthew 19:21).
“But when the young man heard the saying, he
went away sorrowful; for he was one that had great
possessions” (Matthew 19:22). One prospective disciple offered a seemingly plausible reason for delay in
following: “And another of the disciples said unto
him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father” (Matthew 8:21). The Lord’s response? “But
Jesus saith unto him, Follow me; and leave the
dead to bury their own dead.” A scathing message
to the Laodiceans cuts to the bone when Christ tells
the church, “…I would thou wert cold or hot…”
and “Be zealous therefore, and repent” (Revelation 3:19). The clear message of the Master then is
that the spiritual must be of utmost importance.
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It is then with no personal ill will that we take
issue with the following, taught publicly at a “preacher’s
workshop:”
If you’re gonna preach, be normal. Let your little children grow up in a home that’s normal. Now, again, you
may want to differ with me. Class, I believe in Sundaygo-to-meeting clothes, okay? I’ve only preached twice
in my lifetime of 53 years without a coat. Freed
Hardeman, went out there to that State Park. You
couldn’t keep it. That was impossible. No one had one
on and I felt so out of place. Kept my tie on, but I
couldn’t keep my coat on. Another time was when I
was a little teenager and I had experienced a very severe sunburn and I couldn’t wear a coat. Just couldn’t
do it. But, nonetheless, I believe in that type of dictum(?) in preaching, okay. Now, you may wonder why
I said that. I just believe in that. I don’t believe in this
blasé approach in the pulpit. But it bothers me when I
go to hold meetings and I see a preacher who has a
little 3rd grade son on Tuesday night of the meeting
that comes dressed in a coat and tie and he has to
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stand over in the foyer like Daddy. That bothers me!
That’s abnormal. That’s abnormal. It is abnormal. Let
that little boy be a boy. And if the other kids are out
there playing, you know, touch football on the church
lawn, let him get out there and mix it up with them. Let
him be a boy. Let him be normal. Sometimes preachers
wonder why my boy never became a preacher. Well,
it’s no wonder he never…he wasn’t normal as he was.
I try to illustrate that a different way…and one of my,
uh, my boys all played ball. Occasionally, very seldom,
but occasionally there’d be a conflict between the local church services and and ball. What are you gonna
do about that? I’m gonna tell you what I did. I let ‘em
play ball! Someone says, “Brother Winkler, you let ‘em
play ball?” Yessir! And if I had 50 more to raise, they’d
all play ball. I tell you, brethren, we have made so many
unjust, unnecessary stipulations in our work till it’s
made Christianity miserable to some people. Now here’s
what we did, for example. My boy…in Tuscaloosa now
went to school, went to, on a baseball scholarship. He
pitched. And it was in tournaments when he was in
high school. He came in one day and he said, “Daddy,”
said “they gave us the tournament schedule.” He said,
“the first game’s on Sunday night.” He said, “What in
the world are we gonna do?” I said Son, you’re gonna
pitch. He said, “You mean I don’t…” I said no, you’re
going to church. We had a church in Fort Worth that
had services at 4:00 o’clock in the afternoon. I said just
go on over there and preach where brother J. Willard
Moy (?) preaches at 4:00 o’clock. I said dress in your
baseball suit and just go on over there, as soon as you
get through, then go on to the park. He said, “I, can I
do that?” I said sure you can do it. I want you to do it.
Brother Moy told me later, he said, “Brother Winkler,
thank you for sending your boys over there.” He said,
“I had him up there leading singing in a baseball suit.”
And then when that Wednesday night occasionally
would come, it didn’t happen often, they’d say, “Well,
Daddy, can I go play with my ball?” And I said sure. I
said, you know what you’re gonna do? I said, we’re
going to have a Meeting in town next week. Brother
____ (?) is gonna come hold a meeting. I said, Are you
willing to go to the Meeting one night next week? “Oh
yeah.” I said, then just do that. I said go on and play
ball Wednesday night and next week, when the Meeting comes, go to church on Wednesday night like you
usually do; then go Thursday night to the Gospel
Meeting. What’s wrong with that, brethren? What,
what was I teaching them? Remember the church. But
work it out – so you can be normal. Do you think that
I was teaching the church is secondary? Absolutely
not. And I want to show you what I’m talking about.
We got preachers all the time that make those type of
demands and they’ll take a vacation and go to the
mountains and, oh, they go to church on Sunday morning and Sunday night, but when it comes Wednesday
night, if they’re 30 miles removed from the local church,
many of them won’t drive in for Prayer Meeting. They
say, we’ll just have it in our cabin. That make any sense?
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Let me tell you something, brethren. Truth follows parallel planes. It’s always consistent and if we’re not
consistent, somewhere or another, we’ve done missed
it. That’s what it amounts to. And so, all of my boys
are faithful to the Lord. Two of them preach, one is in
medicine – can preach, and does preach at times. And
I don’t think I lost a single, solitary thing. Today, when
they reminisce back over time, they oftentimes talk about
those times when we worked with them, tried to let
them be normal. At the same time, being a real Godfearing Christian. One of my boys now— pardon me
being a little personal— but that’s my middle boy, Mike,
that preaches in Birmingham. He’s got a boy, Zach,
some of y’all from over there probably know this, but
Zach is, has a four year scholarship to play football for
Vanderbilt and as a starting wide receiver, as a Freshman, played every game this year (2 words
undistinguishable)…I’ve seen him in every one of
them. But, anyway, what I’m saying is this: uh, when
Mike moved to Birmingham and his boy was a senior
in high school, he had some possibilities. He talked
with the elders. He said, now brethren, there are going
to be times when I’m going to have some conflicts. He
said, I just would like to present you some matters and
will it be all right? And he worked that out
without...there’s not any criticism, never one solitary
question about it. Why can’t we let our children grow
up in homes that are normal? I really become heart, I
just become so heavy-hearted when I see preachers
that have never been able to work it out to where they
can be happy and their family is happy and their children are normal. And do you think those children that
I’ve mentioned – my own children – do you think that
they were forsaking the service? Why the, that very
idea. We don’t understand the word forsake! If I was
in local work again, I would be normal. That’s what I’d
do.1

So the advice given to preachers is to let your
children be normal, and “normal” means missing
Wednesday evening worship and Bible classes to play
ball. After all, we are advised, we can make it up by
attending twice next week. I wonder how this sounds
when subjected to the test of consistency.
If it is right for the son to miss Wednesday evening
to play ball, may the congregation miss to watch? If it
is right to make up next week for absences to attend
baseball games this week, could we miss other assemblies as well and just make them all up say, during
hockey season? Why would it ever be wrong to stay
home on Sunday night and watch a football game? And
if the fish are biting at the lake this Sunday morning, we
can skip Bible classes and worship assemblies and then
attend a night or two of an area gospel meeting to remain in good standing. Elders and preachers are invited. “Brother Jones, quick! Pass the minnow bucket!”
The speech under review here does encourage
forsaking the assembly. And we do understand the word
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“forsake” (to abandon; desert). This approach to Christianity is contributing to weak, insipid congregations
made up of compromising families and individual members. It fosters the pursuit of almighty pleasure at the
cost of true sacrifice. It emphasizes the mundane over
the spiritual. I wrote the speaker in a cordial but clear
fashion to express my concerns and at the same time,
order a book he edited from years previous. I got the
book—but no response on forsaking the assembly.2
Regardless, it is still wrong for parents to allow T-ball,
baseball, football, stick-ball, dodge-ball, or tether-ball to
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interfere with the assemblies and Bible classes.
ENDNOTES

1. Portion of lecture presented by Wendell Winkler at
the “Polishing the Pulpit” Workshop hosted by the Jacksonville church of Christ, Jacksonville, Alabama, October 31,
1996.
2. Personal letter to Wendell Winkler dated Nov. 13,
1996.

—1650 Gander Slough Rd.
Kingsbury, TX 78638
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A BRIEF EXAMINATION OF
CALVIN’S TULIP
Kevin D. Beard

John Calvin, born in France in 1509, is best known
as a leader in the Reformation Movement because of
his writings titled The Institutes of the Christian Religion. This work set forth Calvin’s theology regarding
the nature of God and the impact it has on man’s salvation. Calvin’s whole system is founded upon a faulty
notion of the concept of God’s sovereignty. As Calvin
applied the concept of sovereignty (supreme authority,
freedom from external control) to God, he determined
that nothing outside of God influences His decisions;
therefore, “God…determines the result of all people,
events, and things” (The Moody Handbook of Theology, p. 480). When Calvin coupled this flawed concept with the flawed concept that the human race is by
nature sinful and guilty because of Adam’s sin, he developed a theology that placed all of the responsibility
for man’s salvation completely on God. Calvin believed
that any doctrine holding that men must obey in order
to receive salvation contradicted the concept of God’s
sovereignty. These ideas led to his development of a
system that is characterized by five main points, which
can be remembered by the acronym, “TULIP:” Total
hereditary depravity, Unconditional election, Limited
atonement, Irresistible grace, Perseverance of the saints.
This theology is influencing many in the Lord’s
church today.
Many well-known and influential preachers have
placed more emphasis on God’s activity in man’s salvation. Some treated the concept of God’s grace as if it
were a long-Slost truth, which had been hidden by years
of preaching that emphasized obedience to God’s laws.
This has developed to the point where today some are
denying that man’s obedience to God’s commands plays
any part in being saved from past sins. These ideas
show a kindred spirit between these people and Calvin
in many regards. However, Calvin’s theology is flawed
from beginning to end. Members of the Lord’s church
need to understand that every major tenet of Calvinism
contradicts scripture. Understanding this ought to help
people see the danger and the fallacy of any doctrine
that accepts any part of Calvin’s five basic concepts.
Let’s examine these five points in light of what the scriptures teach.
TOTAL HEREDITARY DEPRAVITY

This tenet holds that all of humanity is lost, dead
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in sin, depraved, because of Adam’s sin. This depravity passes from generation to generation through heredity—men are born in sin. Their spiritual condition is
so bad that they can do nothing to rectify it, and can do
nothing even to desire to rectify it on their own.
The scriptures do not support this idea.
1. It was the consequence of Adam’s sin, not the
guilt of it that had a lasting effect on the human race.
Paul said that death came into the world through Adam
(I Corinthians 15:21-22). The context of that passage
shows that Paul is discussing the resurrection of the
body. The death he has in mind there is physical, not
spiritual.
2. The scriptures teach that men are responsible
for their own sins, not the sins of others:
The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not
bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father
bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the
righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of
the wicked shall be upon him (Ezekiel 18:20).

So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God (Romans 14:12).
3. It is plainly taught in the Bible that men become guilty and are cut off from God when they, by
their own choice, turn away to sin.
“They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who
does good, no, not one” (Romans 3:12, NKJV).
“Lo, this only have I found, that God hath
made man upright; but they have sought out many
inventions” (Ecclesiastes 7:29).
4. If little children were born in sin, completely
cut off from God in that state of wickedness, why did
Jesus say that the kingdom of God is comprised of those
who are like little children (Mark 10:14)?
Consider this problem that arises if this concept is
true: If human beings are totally depraved by heredity,
how could Jesus have been sinless?
UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION

This concept grows out of the previous one. Calvin
believed that man was born dead in sin and therefore
was incapable of responding to God. Therefore, if anyone were to be saved, it was necessary for God to
choose them for salvation, and that “election,” because
of God’s sovereignty, must have been unconditional.
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According to Calvinism this unconditional election took
place in eternity before the world began.
It is hard to imagine a doctrine more unpalatable
than this one. It makes God completely arbitrary, selecting certain people for salvation and condemning the
rest to the fires of hell. An honest study of scripture
reveals that this doctrine is completely false.
1. God shows no favoritism toward anyone.
“Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, of
a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: But in every nation he that feareth him, and
worketh righteousness, is accepted with him”
(Acts 10:34-35).
“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (II Peter 3:9).
“For this is good and acceptable in the sight
of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the
truth” (I Timothy 2:3-4).
2. Man does have the ability to choose whether
he follows the Lord or not.
And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose
you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods
which your fathers served that were on the other side
of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land
ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the
LORD (Joshua 24:15).

“And being made perfect, he became the
author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey
him” (Hebrews 5:9).
3. if God unconditionally chose all who would be
saved, why does he invite all to come for salvation?
Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye
shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light (Matthew 11:28-30).

“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And
let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that
is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take
the water of life freely” (Revelation 22:17).
LIMITED ATONEMENT

Each of Calvin’s main doctrines grow out of the
previous ones. If God selected a limited number of
people to be saved, then Jesus’ death made atonement
for a limited group. Christ died only for the elect, according to Calvin. But according to the Bible, Christ
died for all.
“I am the living bread which came down from
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heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live
for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh,
which I will give for the life of the world” (John
6:51).
For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we
thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead:
And that he I died for all, that they which live should
not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him
which died for them, and rose again (II Corinthians
5:14-15).

“For there is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who
gave himself a ransom for _ all, to be testified in
due time” (I Timothy 2:5-6).
“But we see Jesus, who was made a little
lower than the angels for the suffering of death,
crowned with glory and honour; that he by the
grace of God should taste death for every man”
(Hebrews 2:9).
“And he is the propitiation for our sins: and
not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole
world” (I John 2:2).
IRRESISTIBLE GRACE

If God has chosen specific people to save, and if
those people can do nothing to acquire that salvation,
then God acts for those people to bring them to salvation. Calvin’s idea of irresistible grace addresses that
point. He taught that God draws those whom he has
chosen to himself and makes them willing to respond to
him. He accomplishes this through a direct, supernatural operation of the Holy Spirit upon the heart of the
individual. Again, Calvin’s theology stands at odds to
the Lord’s word.
First, scripture clearly denies the idea that it is not
possible to resist God’s activity through the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit inspired the prophets to deliver God’s
message of repentance to his people. Generally speaking, the Jews rejected those prophets’ messages. Stephen
defined this as resisting the Holy Ghost (Acts 7:51-3).
To the Thessalonian Christians Paul said, “Quench
not the Spirit” (I Thessalonians 5:19), and although
he was not addressing the Spirit’s activity in saving sinners, he showed that it is possible for men to resist the
workings of the Holy spirit.
Second, the Bible identifies the means God uses
to call the lost to him. It is only through the preaching of
the gospel that the Holy Spirit seeks to influence the
minds and hearts of sinners.
No man can come to me, except the Father which hath
sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last
day. It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all
taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard,
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and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me (John
6:44-45).
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in
whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how
shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall
they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! (Romans
10:13- 15).

unto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ (II Thessalonians
2:13-14).
PERSEVERANCE
OF THE SAINTS

This doctrine is probably more familiarly called
“once saved, always saved.” It is the natural conclusion
to Calvin’s ideas. If God is completely responsible for
choosing, calling, and saving men from sin, then he must
also be responsible for keeping them saved. Calvin believed that after God had saved a sinner from sin that
“For after that in the wisdom of God the the now-saved sinner could never do anything to lose
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God that salvation; he would be eternally secure. As with
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that each of the previous four points, this one contradicts
believe” (I Corinthians 1:21).
plainly taught precepts found in the word of God.
But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you,
“Christ is become of no effect unto you, whobrethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from
soever
of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen
the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctifrom
grace”
(Galatians 5:4).
fication of the Spirit and belief of the truth: Where“Behold therefore the
goodness and severity of
God: on them which fell,
Eleventh Annual...
severity; but toward thee,
goodness, if thou continue
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For if after they have
usurped the pollutions of the
world through the knowledge
of the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome,
the latter end is worse with
them than the beginning. For it
had been better for them not to
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have known the way of righteousness, than, after they
have known it, to turn from the holy commandment
delivered unto them. But it is happened unto: them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his
own vomit again; and the I sow that was washed to her
wallowing in the mire (II Peter 2:20-22).
Calvin’s teachings are so interdependent that disproving one point will cause the whole system to fall.
Not only does the Bible show any one of Calvin’s five
basic principles to be false, but it shows all of them to
be false. Calvinism is completely contrary to God’s
word. It is true that man does not save himself through

his own works, but that does not mean that he has no
responsibility whatever in the salvation process. God
holds each person accountable only for his own sins.
Since all have sinned, all need salvation. The God who
loved the world made salvation available by the sacrifice of Jesus and through the gospel invited all men to
receive it. Each person has the capability to hear; the
gospel message and decide for: himself either to believe or not. God saves all who choose to believe it and
obey its commands.
—P.O. Box 40
Fayette, AL 35555

THE CHICKEN
Jeff Sweeten

“We are special... (it’s) the difference between a meaningless existence of hopeless cynicism and an optimistic, abundant life of philanthropic purpose and eternal hope.”
In his latest book on the ills of America, conservative radio jock Michael Savage touches on, or
should I say hammers on, the inconsistency of the PETA
crowd’s valuation of human life. He draws several
salient points from a relatively recent propaganda spot
decrying the maltreatment of chickens, as they present
them as being cooped for the killing fields.
These neo-socs have no regard for the value of human life. They care more for chickens than captive
Jews. These bird brains launched an extensive billboard campaign with photos of Jews incarcerated at
Auschwitz on the left and chickens pictured in a coop
on the right — as if there is a moral equivalence between people and birds. Their slogan? “End Today’s
Holocaust: Go Vegan.”

Among the many disturbing implications of such
drivel, several of which Savage points out, there exists
an overt and overbearing implication that humanity is
nothing more than an evolved animal. With this subversive message, American culture has grown to accept abortion as “birth control” but then wonders why
a teenager slips off into the bathroom during the prom,
delivers a child, and throws him in the trashcan. I cannot think of a more fitting analogy to American morals:
they have been trashed!
The biblical perspective on human value is far
and away superior to the subjectivism of the agnostic,
Marxist, modeen vista. God made man a receptacle of
divinity.
Then God said, Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness. And let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and
over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth (Genesis
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1:26)

Not only does humanity carry a spark of divine
light, creation was created for its benefit.
We should own up to our responsibility of taking
care of God’s creation, but it does not follow that the
reason resides in some fabricated fantasy that we are
nothing more than self-appointed guardians by virtue
of our superior evolution. We are special because God
made us that way; and the implication of this truth
makes the difference between a meaningless existence
of hopeless cynicism and an optimistic, abundant life of
philanthropic purpose and eternal hope.
Now, here’s the punch line: having been inundated
with this kind of pop-culture, politically correct brainwashing (“brainwarshing” for some of us), do we respond with cowed, spineless silence? Or, perhaps some
would argue to find common ground; you know, emphasize the things upon which we agree and minimize
our differences? Or, should the Christian “Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth... and
(take) the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God” (Ephesians 6:14,17) and defend the unique nature of humanity. The value of human beings is far and
above anything else in God’s creation; and for that reason, we must demand that the treatment of baby seals
is nowhere near an equivalent to the treatment of unbom
humans.
My assertion is not a compromise; it is a fact: if
you will not stand, you are a chicken!
—807 E. 21st
Odessa, TX 79761
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“A FEW THOUGHTS ABOUT
CHRISTIAN CHURCH BAPTISM”
David B. Smith

Paul’s inspired “seven ones of unity” in Ephesians
4:1-6 are significant for several reasons. For one, they
enforce the fact that unity is not based on a “core” of
one or two beliefs but upon the entire body of doctrine.
It is therefore the case that all facts, all requirements,
all identifying marks of the church, et. al must be in
place before the blessing of unity can be enjoyed —
both with God (I John 1:7) and then with all other obedient people (I John 1:3). One can no more enjoy unity
if he alters the nature or actions of worship than he can
if he denies the death, burial, and resurrection of the
Christ. Secondly, each plank in the list is exclusive because it is singular. This obviously helps to deny the
assertion of multiple bodies, or of many faiths, or even
of many baptisms. From an apologetic perspective, for
example, these verses have proven extremely useful
over the years to demonstrate that “Holy Spirit Baptism” is no longer a current phenomenon; in fact, it was
over by the time Paul wrote the epistle to the Ephesians,
seeing the baptism of the Holy Spirit is one thing and
the baptism of the Great Commission is another, and
there existed only one baptism, not two. But these verses
are especially applicable in today’s climate of “much,
many and more.” How can there be thousands of distinct “churches” when Paul clearly stated by inspiration that there is one? How can one group adhere to
one system of belief, and another endorse a completely
different, competing system (which makes two)? How
can one man exalt Jesus as a standard of authority and
another man endorse Mohammed, and both men be
right? There is no doubt, these “seven ones of unity”
are incredibly powerful and worthy of man’s greatest
attention; and to say the least, it is a problem-solving
passage — since religious division could be cured with
the right application of these planks.
There is a special application of the “one baptism,” however, that deserves serious attention. In the
last two decades especially, numerous discussions have
been advanced regarding the “Christian Church” and
whether this denominational group is actually a part of
the body of the Christ (the church of Christ). And the
heart of this discussion centers on (as it is called, and
righffully so) “Christian Church baptism.” The phrase
itself is used in a possessive sense, to indicate the baptism of (or administered by) the Christian Church. It is
to say that it is something distinct to the Christian Church
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denomination (it belongs to them); and on that basis
alone one could easily conclude that it clashes with the
“one baptism” of Ephesians 4:5 — since the baptism of
the Great Commission and “Christian Church Baptism’
denote, two separate actions. “Christian Church baptism’ is no more true baptism than “Baptist-baptism”
or “Methodist-baptism” or “Mormon-baptism.” Any
baptism more than the one of the Bible is simply too
many.
So is it possible for people in the Christian Church
to have received a scriptural baptism? That is, is it ever
possible for one to be truly converted in that atmosphere? Or perhaps it is better to ask — since the Christian Church is a denomination — is it possible for there
to be an exception to the rule? Could there be someone
who had the right understanding of his/her actions in
spite of the regular practices and beliefs or nature of
the Christian Church? It is best to begin the answer
with a presentation of scriptural baptism, of that pattern presented in the New Testament. And this can be
easily divided into three sections (each of these dealing
with the required understanding of the candidate):
1. Scriptural baptism can only exist when there is
first understanding and compliance with the total plan
of conversion. Not only must one believe in the deity of
the Christ (John 8:24), but the candidate for baptism
must repent (Acts 2:38) and confess that “Jesus the
Christ is the Son of God” (Romans 10:10; Acts 8:37).
2. Also, scriptural baptism includes a full understanding of the purpose for baptism: to become a disciple and place one in the ownership of the Godhead
(Matthew 28:19-20); to be saved (Mark 16:16; I Peter
3:21); to receive the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16);
to be added by the Lord to the church (Acts 2:47; I
Corinthians 12:13); to be placed into the Christ
(Galatians 3:26-27). That is, one must understand that
he/she is dead in sin and is being baptized to become
alive unto the Christ.
3. But there is more. One must understand what
it is that he/she is being added to, or baptism loses meaning and distinctiveness. It is after all pointless to understand that “we have redemption through his blood,
even the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:14) without also understanding that God translates men “into
the kingdom of his dear son” (Colossians 1:13) in
the same act. And one would do well to study the conContending for the Faith—March/2005

version accounts in the book of Acts, and how that the
evangelists taught “concerning the kingdom of God”
(Acts 8:12) prior to baptism. But now it must be noted,
there is a difference in understanding the nature of the
church and understanding what the church does. It is
erroneous to think that a man must understand the qualifications for elders or know the specific acts of worship,
or such like. But a man who is to be converted must
know that he is being added to the true church belonging
to the Lord. And this knowledge must include an understanding of the difference between the denominational
definition of the church and the biblical definition of the
church.
Considering that the Christian Church is a denomination and teaches a denominational theology, a true
conversion would be the exception and not the rule. If
one made the standard denominational confession (a
confession of sin, and not an admission of the deity of
Jesus), then no conversion occurred. If one believed he/
she was saved before he/she was baptized, then no conversion occurred. If one was baptized thinking the church
and the kingdom are separate entities, no conversion occurred. And if one was baptized
thinking that he/she was becoming a part of a
group of people that itself is one body among
many bodies of saved people, no conversion
occurred. That is, if one was being baptized
with the understanding that there are “saved
people in every denomination” then it demonstrates a faulty understanding of the nature of
the church; hence, no conversion occurred. (Or
in this case, if one believe he or she was becoming [or even joining] the “Christian Church
denomination” then no conversion occurred.)
This is why the exceptions are rare indeed. In
order to receive a scriptural baptism, one must
understand that it is for the remission of sins
and to be added by the Lord to the one and
only, exclusive, undenominational body — since
there is only one group of saved people in the
world (the Church of the Christ).
So no conversion occurs in “Christian
Church baptism.” But it is possible that one
could be baptized for the right reason and with
the right understanding of the church, and —
because of a lack of understanding about the
work and worship of the church — subsequently identify with the wrong group of people
(thinking that it was a local congregation of
God’s people). Of course, the moment one
worships in the error of the Christian Church
he/she would fall from the grace of God and
be in need of restoration.
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All of this is written to say that (1) the Christian
Church is no different than any other denomination
and shares no spiritual kinship with the true people of
God — the church of the Christ, and (2) in situations
where people leaving the environment of the Christian Church claim to have a scriptural baptism there is
need for extreme caution and extremely pointed and
unambiguous questions. Simply asking “have you been
baptized for the remission of sins(?)” hardly comes
close to striking at the real issues. And situations like
this must be judged on an individual basis, not as a
whole. Is it possible for some now affiliated with the
Christian Church to have been baptized right? It is
possible; but of course, these would be the exception
and not the rule.
—700 Jolly Rd.
Calhoun, GA 30701
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WHY I APPRECIATE
ELDERS

JOSIAH—A YOUTH
WHO SERVED GOD

Franklin Camp

Curtis A. Cates

There is a growing disregard for elders. This is
symptomatic of our day where human wisdom is substituted for divine revelation. I want to say something
on the other side.
I appreciate elders because this is God’s plan (I
Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9). The one who fails to respect elders fails to respect God’s word and God’s way.
I cannot be faithful to the Bible and disregard elders.
I appreciate elders because of the responsibility
they accept. No men on earth have a greater responsibility than elders. The President of the United States
with all of our problems does not bear the responsibility
of elders. Elders are responsible for carrying the gospel to every creatures (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:1516). But that is not the end of the elders’ responsibility.
They must watch after souls. They will have to give an
account of the souls that are under their oversight. I
appreciate the man that is willing to accept the responsibility of an elder.
I appreciate elders because of the time they give
to the Lord’s work. While others are free to use their
time in various ways, elders must use much of the time
in fulfilling their duties. There are meetings where time
must be given to planning the work, dealing with problems, and many other things. This requires a great deal
of time, I appreciate the man who is willing to take the
time necessary to do the work of an elder.
I appreciate elders because they work with the
least encouragement of any people I know. I have often wondered how long I would continue to preach if I
received criticism as elders do with so little encouragement. Few people in any congregation think to give a
word to encourage elders. I appreciate men what will
give years of helping the church grow, struggle with its
problems, accept criticism, receive little or no encouragement, and continue to do its work.
I appreciate elders because of their families. First,
they have done a good job in training their children and
in building a stable marriage. My hat is off to the man
that has a family that makes it possible for him to serve
as an elder. I appreciate elders because of the sacrifices they make so that they can serve. Time that might
be spent with his family is often used in doing the work
of the Lord. I appreciate families that are willing to
allow the husband and father to spend the time that is
needed in dealing with the problems, planning the work
of the church, and being concerned about the welfare
of people that are under their oversight.

Josiah was one of the “royal performers” of the
Southern Kingdom, Judah. Though he had not much
encouragement from his grandfather or father
Manasseh, his grandfather, set up alters to Baal and
did evil (II Kings 21:2-3), and Amon, his father, worshipped idols and did evil (II Kings 21:20-22), Josiah
from his earliest age of accountability “did right in
the eyes of Jehovah, and walked in the way of
David his father” (II Kings 22:2). His was a good
reign of thirty-one years, beginning at age eight (22:1).
Perhaps his mother helped make the difference in his
life. Note some great characteristics youths of today
should imitate.
Josiah determined early to “remember his creator” (Ecclesiastes 12:1). He allowed “no man to despise his youth” (I Timothy 4:12). He purposed early,
as Daniel did, not to defile himself (Daniel 1:8). He
would have been an example to Daniel, for Daniel must
have been born and reared during Josiah’s reign.
Josiah “turned not aside to the right hand nor
to the left” (22:2). He was steadfast (I Corinthians
15:58). Neither the pressures of politics nor of friends
and acquaintances nor of prestige, power and influence
turned his head from the truth. He deviated not from
the straight and narrow (Matthew 7:21-23; II John 911; Revelation 2:10). He put God first (Matthew 6:33).
Josiah sought early in life to learn the law of God
(22:8). He humbled himself before God, and he shuddered to think of the wrath of Jehovah, “that is poured
out upon us, because our fathers have not kept
the word of Jehovah, to do according to all that is
written in this book” (II Chronicles 34:21).
Josiah had a tender heart (22:19; II Chronicles
34:27). “Blessed are the poor in spirit” (Matthew
5:3). Blessed are those who want to know the truth
and are ready to obey, like the Ethiopian nobleman (Acts
8:26), like Saul of Tarsus (Acts 22:16), like the Philippian
jailer (Acts 16:30).
Josiah wanted all people to obey the Lord (22:11).
He sought to teach the word to all (23:1; II Chronicles
34:29). The king and the people made a covenant to
serve Jehovah (II Chronicles 34:31-33). This they did
all of his days.
—3950 Forest Hill Irene Rd.
Memphis, TN 38125

—deceased
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FORGETTING
GOD IN PROSPERITY
Tom Moore

In times of prosperity many forget God, Consider
the warning Moses gave to the children of Israel:
For the LORD thy God bringeth thee into a good Land,
a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that
spring out of valleys and hills; A land of wheat, and
barley, and vines, and fig frees, and pomegranates; a
land of oil olive, and honey; A land wherein thou shalt
eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack anything in it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of
whose hills thou mayest dig brass. When thou hast
eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the LORD thy
God for the good land which he hath given thee. Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, not keeping his commandments, and his judgments, and his
statutes, which I command thee this day (Deuteronomy
8:7-11).

Struggling to “make ends meet” can be difficult,
but if we stop to think about it, it is obvious that prosperity has its difficulties as well. When we speak of
“times of want,” we need to be careful. For all the
struggles we face when we suffer a shortage of the
necessities of life, we face an even greater challenge
when we suffer a surplus.
The challenge of prosperity is greater because it
challenges us at the level of our character. Trying to
“make ends meet” is mostly physical or outward, but
wealth presents a host of harder problems that are spiritual in nature. Granted, there are some spiritual issues
that must be dealt with when we are struggling financially, but many people who struggle in this area would
acknowledge that they found their inward characters
growing in positive ways during that experience.
By contrast, most people would have to say that
their characters tend to weaken when life is completely
comfortable. At times it is a struggle to keep from spiritually suffocating in our privileged circumstances.
Paul made an “eye opening” statement in
Philippians 4:11-12:
Not that I speak in respect of want for I have learned,
in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I
know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound:
every where and in all things I am instructed both to
be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer
need.

It takes some “know how” and some “want to”
to be full and to abound without losing control of our
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spiritual lives. When we are living comfortably, our spiritual survival is anything but automatic. In fact, according to Jesus, the odds are quite against it, “And again
I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter
into the kingdom of God” (Matthew 19:24).
These truths have sobering implications for those
of us who live in the wealthiest nation of the world the
United States. We face some spiritual hardships that
our brethren in poorer cultures do not have to deal with,
and frankly, we are not handling our abundance as well
as we ought. We are “full,” but in all too many cases,
we are letting our spirits starve to death. Robert Burton said, “If adversity hath killed his thousands, prosperity hath killed his ten thousands.”
We all need to give serious attention to the words
of Paul:
But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we
brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we
can carry nothing out And having food and raiment let
us be therewith content But they that will be rich fall
into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and
perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil:
which while some coveted after, they have erred from
the faith, and pierced themselves through with many
sorrows (I Timothy 6:6-10).

—823 North Main St.
Malvern, AR 72104

Are you Moving?
PLEASE NOTIFY

CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH
OF YOUR ADDRESS CHANGES

SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO:
P. O. Box 2357
Spring, TX 77383
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IGNORAMUS
Bob Howton

Merriam Webster, in defining the word “Ignoramus” reflected back to a play by George Ruggle in
the year 1615, in which this author used an utterly ignorant character, as the central focus in a play, which he
entitled ‘Ignoramus’. Webster uses only one short word
to define the word ignoramus: “Dunce”.
In looking back over the years of my life, I recall
some characters who might have had trouble passing
the entrance exam for an “ignoramus”. Then sheepishly, I might blush as I reflect upon some occasions,
when others could have pinned my ears back with the
label “ignoramus”. Rarely do I ever reflect upon such
a character today, without recalling a story by my late
and revered friend, Paul D. Murphy. He bad a knack
for being able to nail someone to the wall, without at
the same time, trying to devastate the object of his rebuke. It was always apparent that Murphy was not
trying to be personal, nor vindictive, nor just hurtful, but
that his sole interest was the safety and value of one’s
soul, and their friendship.
He told me of a business meeting of the church,
in which well meaning, enthusiastic brethren proposed
good works which needed to be implemented, but which
were methodically, and without fail, doomed to failure
by a hard nosed individual who objected to everything.
Brother Murphy sat quietly, observing the discussions,
and noting the pall of discouragement which pervaded
the meeting because of the brother’s attitude.
When he bad absorbed about all he could stomach, he rose to his feet, cleared his throat, and turning
to the disgruntled brother, he said, “Bro. __________
about the most benevolent thing I can say about you is
that you’re a total ‘IGNORAMUS’.” Of course there
was an eerie silence, and several slack jaws which followed, before Bro. Murphy continued.
In the time I’ve been here I’ve observed that you
do many good things, and you always do them well, but
it’s apparent that your heart is not right. If an idea is not
yours, you will do everything in your power to kill it. If
a proposed work might require some sacrificing, you’ll
talk it down, no matter how much it might be needed.
In fact, whatever the elders, or the majority might propose, it seems that you are always against it. You ought
to be ashamed! You call yourself a Christian, but you
are anything but what that Holy name implies. Yes, Sir!
In my opinion, you’re nothing but a bona fide ‘ignoramus’.
Brother Murphy related that the man’s countenance changed from white, to red, then to blue, then
back to white. Afterward, when the man had taken
time to reflect upon what was said, he repented, and
asked forgiveness for his short sighted way of life. Instead of losing a brother, or mollycoddling a wrong atti18

tude, Murphy’s strong rebuke made him think, and ultimately to repent. Just another proof that God’s way is
that which we should follow. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an
one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest
thou also be tempted (Galatiana 6:1). Those who fail to
do this might find themselves labeled a “Spiritual Ignoramus”.
—3935 Tuscaloosa Dr.
Tuscaloosa, AL 35405

“FAIR AND BALANCED”
Brock Hartwigsen

Fox News Network advertises that their news
coverage is “fair and balanced.” By this they mean
that they try to give all political sides to a question equal
time. They try to report the news without any bias one
way or the other. The critics of Fox News challenge
their “fair and balance” claim. Even if they are not
really “fair and balanced,” it is a noble objective. There
are few absolutes when it comes to politics.
There are members of the church who would like
our preaching and teaching to be fair and balanced.
Fair and balanced news reporting is a noble goal. When
it comes to truth, fair and balanced preaching and teaching is an ignoble goal. Christianity is full of absolutes.
Preaching and teaching needs to be sound and truthful
not fair and balanced.
The Bible is not one of many sacred books. It is
the only sacred book. Those other books should not be
given equal balance in our preaching and teaching. The
Bible is man’s sole guide. If ignored it will be man’s
eternal death.
Christianity is not simply one of many religions.
Christianity is God-made and all other religions are manmade. The other religions should not be given equal
balance in our preaching and teaching. The only religion that has eternal benefits is the one founded on the
eternal God the Son —Jesus Christ.
The Lord’s church is not simply one of many
churches. Jesus built one church and one church only.
The other churches should not be given equal balance
in our preaching and teaching. It is not “worship at the
church of your choice.” It is “worship at the church of
Christ’s choice,” the church of Christ. Only members
of Christ’s church have any hope of salvation.
Preaching and teaching needs to be sound and
truthful not fair and balanced. Jesus said that we are
either with him or against him. There is no merit in
being against Jesus. You are either in the church or not
in the church. There is no merit in not being in the
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church. You either live a life of obedience to God or
you do not. There is no merit in living a life in disobedience to God.
When a person is called to testify in court he is
asked to swear that he will “tell the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth.” He is not asked to

swear to being “fair and balanced” in his testimony.
Likewise, when it comes to our preaching and teaching
we need to “tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth.” We do not need to be fair and balanced.
—12521 Holly Springs
Apex, NC 27539

Contending For The Faith
Old Philadelphia Meeting House Lectures

“HEINOUSNESS OF SIN”
Friday, May 20 &
Saturday, May 21, 2005
Friday, May 20
7:00 P.M.
8:00 P.M.

David P. Brown
B.J. Clarke

“Heinousness of Sin”
“Heinousness of Unbelief”

Saturday, May 21
9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
1:30 P.M.
2:30 P.M.

James Cossey
James Boyd
Rob Whitacre
Paul Vaughn
Kent Bailey
Paul Vaughn,
Lectureship Co-Director
(270) 927-9701 office
(270) 295-7868 home
David P. Brown,
Lectureship Co-Director
(281) 353-2707 office
(281) 350-5516 home
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“Heinousness of Perverting Worship”
“Heinousness of Denominationalism”
“Heinousness of Immorality”
“Heinousness of Rejecting The Restoration Plea”
“Heinousness Of Not Contendinig For The Faith”
The building is easily found. Take Interstate
24 to Manchester, Tennessee and then take
the Highway 55 exit toward McMinnville,
Tennessee. In about ten miles exit right on
Highway 287 North toward Viola, Tennessee
until you reach Vervilla Road. Turn left and
the building is on the right in about two miles.
The present building is of wood frame and
was built in 1832. The trip from the Interstate
is only about twenty miles and well worth the
visit.
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And He Answered Not A Word
Marvin L. Weir

Silence is not always golden. There are unique
obligations and responsibilities that come with obeying
the gospel. The secret, non-vocal Christian stands condemned by Jesus in his Sermon on the Mount. Christ
charges those who will be his followers with these
words:
Ye are the salt of the earth:but if the salt have lost its
savor, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth
good for nothing, but to be cast out and trodden underfoot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city set on
a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a lamp, and
put it under the bushel, but on the stand; and it shineth
unto all that are in the house. Even so let your light
shine before men; that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father who is in heaven (Matthew
5:13-16).

The purpose of light is to dispel darkness, and salt
with savor affects and influences with its ability to preserve. The cause of Christ is hindered today by those
who should be faithful soldiers, but are instead silent
cowards.
Can you imagine Christ coming upon the moneychangers in the temple and reasoning that their unscrupulous behavior was none of his business? One must
remember to always “judge not lest he be judged”
— right (Matthew 7:1)? Wrong! “Righteous judgment” (John 7:24) is demanded of those who follow
the Lord. Do you get the impression that Christ came
upon the money-changers in the temple and was sorely
tempted to answer them not a word? No, the Bible
says, “And he entered into the temple, and began
to cast out them that sold, saying unto them, It is
written, And my house shall be a house of prayer:
but ye have made it a den of robbers” (Luke 19:4546).
Do you recall the devil’s temptation of Christ in
the wilderness? Satan first said to the Lord, “If thou
art the Son of God, command that these stones
become bread” (Matthew 4:3). Do the scriptures say:
“And He answered him not a word?” No, the Lord
said, “It is written, Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4).
On the occasion of the second temptation Satan
took Christ to the pinnacle of the temple and said, “If
thou art the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is
written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and, On their hands they shall bear thee
up, lest haply thou dash thy foot against a stone”
(Matthew 4:6). Did Christ just sit there knowing that
this was a highly charged situation, and thus he answers not a word? No, the Lord quickly replied, “Again
20

it is written, Thou shalt not make trial of the Lord
thy God” (Matthew 4:7).
The devil tempting Christ for the third time “taketh
him unto an exceeding high mountain, and showeth
him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory
of them; and he said unto him, All these things
will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship
me” (Matthew 4:8-9). Do the scriptures declare that
because the Lord does not want to be perceived as a
troublemaker that he answered not a word? No, Jesus
boldly said, “Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and
him only serve” (Matthew 4:10).
Christ teaches his followers to count the cost of
discipleship. So many times today the only concern of
leaders is that they say or do nothing that will offend
one. The words of the Master must be remembered,
“So therefore whosoever he be of you that
renounceth not all that he hath, he cannot be my
disciple” (Luke 14:33).
The silence of brethren who should know better
is killing many congregations. Max Lucado has said
that the decision to remove “Church of Christ” from
“Oak Hills” was not a difficult one. Lucado boasts that
only three families left over the decision, and touts the
fact that in their place over 1,100 have “joined the
church.” Surely out of what is now 4,600 people some
were concerned and upset who answered not a word.
Gospel preachers are to proclaim the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27) and “reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching” (II Timothy 4:2). Many are guilty of not being willing to rock the
boat, and thus when it is past time to speak up for the
cause of Christ they answer not a word.
Elders are to be “apt to teach” (I Timothy 3:2)
God’s word, “exhort in the sound doctrine, and convict the gainsayers” (Titus 1:9). Liberalism would not
have the death grip it has on many congregations today
if elders would stand up and speak out in defense of
God’s truths. Regrettably, however, when false teaching rears its ugly and destructive head, many who should
be feeding and protecting the flock answer not a word.
Older members who should know better many
times complain about the liberalism in the congregation
they attend. Surely some want to gag at what surrounds
them, but they answer not a word. It is a pathetic epitaph for the Christian that reads, “And he answered
not a word.
—5810 Liberty Grove
Rowlett, TX 75030
Contending for the Faith—March/2005

One Woman
er
specti
ve...
oman’’s P
Per
erspecti
spectiv

THE POWER OF THE PEDESTAL
Annette B. Cates

With rare exception, the Statue of Liberty in New
York Harbor is likely the best known such monument
throughout the world. For generations of impoverished,
persecuted, and war-worn people, this statue has been
a symbol of hope for freedom, security, and prosperity.
Although immigrants have entered the United States
through many ports other than Ellis Island where the
Statue of Liberty stands, for most immigrants this location was their first glimpse of America. She was the
first sighting of home to returning soldiers from the world
wars and others military conflicts. Her uplifted right
hand holds up a lighted torch for all of the world to see,
a welcoming beacon to the weary. Close to her body,
her left hand holds a book with the date of July 4, 1776.
Everything about her is symbolic of what is right about
this great nation. But, few think about the most important aspect of Miss Liberty—her pedestal. It is the pedestal that gives her a foundation and provides support.
The pedestal helps her hold her torch so high.
Hmmm…it seems to me that the role of the pedestal is somewhat like that of a wife and mother in the
home (and women in general). She often goes unnoticed, but she provides the foundation for the home.
She is the balance wheel. She supports and encourages her family members. They can soar to great heights
because she emboldens them. Truly, she is the keeper
of the home (Titus 2:5). Whereas the Statue of Liberty
does not crush her pedestal with her weight, the woman
is not compressed by her loved ones, but receives
strength from them.
One might ask, “How can a person have power,
when she chooses the supporting role?” The principle
is the same as when Jesus settled a dispute among the
disciples over who was the greatest. He said, “If any
man desire to be first, the same shall be last of
all, and servant of all” (Mark 9:35). This applies in
the home as well as to those squabbling disciples. (This
is not to say that the woman is to be a doormat for her
family to take advantage of her. They have their own
responsibilities in the home.) According to C. E. W.
Dorris in his commentary on Mark in the series published by the Gospel Advocate Company, “servant” here
means “minister” as in Colossians 1:25. Attitudes involved in this principle include humility, a lack of pride,
and a willingness to sacrifice self.
Women have a strong influence on the men in
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their lives. We have all known men whose spiritual
strength came from their wives; conversely, many have
lost their souls because of worldly wives. A woman
has the power to make a difference by bringing about
good or evil.
Jeremiah 44:15-17 gives an example of the negative influence a woman can exert. The men would not
hearken unto the word of Jeremiah because their wives
were involved in burning incense to idolatrous gods.
Jezebel was a woman whose evil served to strengthen
her husband in his own iniquity. “But there was none
like unto Ahab which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his
wife stirred up” (I Kings 21:25). Such women used
their power to make a dark world darker.
On the other hand, women have brought great
light to this sin-stained world. Peter tells wives to be in
subjection to their husbands in order to bring the unbe-
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lieving husband to obedience to God (I Peter 3:1). For
example, Lydia “attended unto the things which
were spoken of Paul” (Acts 16:14). The following
verse tells us that she and her household were baptized. What is the likelihood that the household would
have obeyed the gospel had Lydia not have led the way?
For them to follow her, she first had to have their respect and trust. At least eight of the individuals saluted
by the apostle Paul as his fellow-workers in Romans
16 were women. For these women of the New Testament, theirs was a quiet power, a pedestal-type power
that laid a foundation in faith for others to follow.
Women today seem to resent being the pedestal
of the home, church, and society. They object to being
recognized as “John’s wife” or “Susie’s mother.” They
clamor for an identity of “their own.” Some come into
the worship service and would usurp leadership roles,
if so allowed. Some demand to head business and governmental organizations because they are women, and

not because they are qualified for such a position.
(Those who are qualified can and do go to the top in
the secular world.) Women who are discontented with
their roles either do not know or have forgotten where
the real power is—in the pedestal.
Real power, God-given power, is in the pedestal.
It is not in sign-carrying protest marches made popular
in the 1960’s, nor is it in making demands for leadership where it is not sanctioned by God or where one is
not qualified, nor is it in putting others down in order to
build oneself as ruler. No, it is in supporting, encouraging, and providing a foundation for the well-being of
those around us. I personally am proud to be the Lord’s
servant, Curtis’ wife, Andy and Dan’s mother, Michelle
and Shelly’s mother-in-love, Maggie, Trey, Caitlin, and
Conor’s grandmother. Therein is my power!
—9194 Lakeside Drive
Olive Branch, Mississippi 38654

The Danger of
Neglecting Fundamentals
Richard Massey

It is never safe to neglect the fundamentals of
God’s word. Fundamentals are the basic facts of the
Holy scriptures. They are the foundational principles
upon which other tenets are built (Hebrews 5:11-14).
Our learning process must begin with fundamentals. In
grade school you first learned your A-B-C’s. Next, you
learned words. Following that you moved on to sentences. Finally, you advanced to other matters of comprehension. But, learning the alphabet was crucial to
your educational advancement.
Some folks were never fully grounded in the fundamentals of the gospel. This handicaps their spiritual
development. If they try to be teachers and preachers
of the gospel, they become a danger to the church.
Their teaching is skewed and their doctrines destructive. They are like a person trying to teach the subject
of math, having never understood the fundamentals—
i.e., adding and subtracting. Such individuals do not make
good math teachers. The same is true with teachers of
the gospel.
How can the following be true? “Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of
the truth” (II Timothy 3:7). How can these learn biblical information, but not know the truth?
Perhaps they never understood the basics. In the
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church today there are preachers that see no sin in
the use of mechanical instruments of music in worship. Some will have spiritual fellowship with anyone
that calls God “Father” and Jesus “Savior.” They no
longer believe that baptism is necessary for salvation.
This is a far cry from Jesus and the apostles. It is not
what preachers of the past stood for.
What is bringing about these changes? Why has
this become so widespread? Believe it or not, it has a
lot to do with a neglect of fundamentals. Brethren in
the pew are not as fundamentally sound as in years
gone by. Many elders have not been grounded in the
basics. They are, in part, to blame for the success of
false teachers across the brotherhood. They should
be removing false teachers from the pulpits, instead
they are not able to recognize false teaching when
they hear it.
Fundamentals must be taught in all of our
classes. We need to start early in grounding our children and new Christians in the elementary facts of
the gospel. It is an important step in bringing real
strength to the church.
—P. O. Box 272
Rising Star, TX 76471
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Directory of Churches...
-Alabama-

-North Carolina-

Holly Pond-Church of Christ, Hwy 278 W., P.O. Box 131, Holly
Pond, AL 35083, Sun. 10:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Wed. 7:00
p.m., (256) 796-6802, (205) 429-2026.

Rocky Mount-Scheffield Drive Church of Christ, 3309 Scheffield
Dr., Rocky Mount, NC 27802 (252) 937-7997.

Somerville-Union Church of Christ, located on Hwy 36, one mile
east of Hwy 67, Somerville, Alabama, Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m.,
6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., Tom Larkin, Evangelist, (256) 7788955, (256) 778-8961.

Porum-Church of Christ, 8 miles South of I-40 at Hwy 2, Warner
exit. Sun. 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Lawson,
Evangelist, email: lawson@starnetok.net.

Tuscaloosa-East Pointe Church of Christ one block from Exit 76,
off I-20, I-59, Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed., 7 p.m. Abiding in
God’s Word—The Old Paths. U of A student, visitor, or resident?
Welcome! Andy Cates, Evangelist. (205)556-3062.

-England-

Cambridge-South Cambridge Church of Christ, Brian Chadwick,
198 Queen Edith’s Way, Cambridge. Publishers of “Oracles of
God”. Tel: (01223) 501861, e-mail: brian.chadwick@ntlworld.com
Cambridgeshire-Ramsey Church of Christ, meeting at the Rainbow Centre, Ramsey, Huntingdon. Sun. 10, 11 a.m.; Wed. (Phone
for venue and time); www.Ramsey-church-of-christ.org. Contact
Keith Sisman, 001.44.1487.710552; fax:1487.813264 or Keith
Sisman.net. Research Website of 1,000 years of the British Church
of Christ; www.Traces-of-the-kingdom.org and www.Myth-andMystery.org.

-Florida-

Pensacola-Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Field Road,
Pensacola, FL 32526, Sun. 9:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed.
7:00 p.m. Michael Hatcher, Evangelist, (850) 455-7595.

-Georgia-

Cartersville- Church of Christ, 1319 Joe Frank Harris Pkwy NW
30120-4222. 770-382-6775, www.cartersvillechurchofchrist.org.
Sun. 10, 11a.m., 6:30 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Bobby D. Gayton,
Evangelist- email: bdgayton@juno.com.

-Indiana-

Evansville-West Side Church of Christ, 3232 Edgewood Dr., Evansville, IN 47712, Sun. 9:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 6:30
p.m., Larry Albritton, Evangelist.

-Oklahoma-

-Tennessee-

Memphis-Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 Forest Hill-Irene
Rd., Memphis, TN 38125. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed.
7:00 p.m. (901) 751-2444, Barry Grider, Evangelist.

-Texas-

Houston area-Spring Church of Christ, 1327 Spring Cypress,
P.O. Box 39, Spring, TX 77383, (281) 353-2707. Sun. 9:30 a.m.,
10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., David P. Brown, Evangelist. Home of Spring Bible Institute and the SBI Lectures beginning the last Sunday in February. www.churchesofchrist.com
Hubbard-105 NE 6th St., Hubbard, TX 76648, Sun. 9:30 a.m.,
10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Delbert J. Goines, Evangelist; djgoines@writeme.com.
Huntsville-1380 Fish Hatchery Rd. Huntsville, TX 77320. Sun.
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (936) 438-8202.
Hurst-Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla Dr., P.O. Box 85,
Hurst, TX 76053. Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Jason Rollo, Evangelist, (817) 282-3239.
Lubbock-Southside Church of Christ, 8501 Quaker Ave., Box
64430, Lubbock, TX 79464. Sun. 9:00, 9:55 a.m., 5:00 p.m., Wed.
7:30 p.m. Sunday worship aired live at 10:15 a.m. over KFYO 790
AM radio. Tommy Hicks, Evangelist. (806) 794-5008 or (806)7981019.
New Braunfels-1130 Hwy. 306, 1.5 miles west of I-35. Sun: 9:30
a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. Lynn Parker, Evangelist.
(830) 625-9367. www.nbchurchofchrist.com.
Richwood-1600 Brazosport, Richwood, TX. Sun. 9:30; 10:30
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (979) 265-4256.

-Louisiana-

Roanoke-Church of Christ, Corner of Rusk and Walnut, Roanoke,
TX 76262. Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 pm. (817)
491-2388.

-Massachusetts-

Schertz-Church of Christ, 501 Schertz Pkwy., Schertz, TX. (210)
658-0269. Sun. 9:30a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., take
Schertz Pkwy. Exit off I-35, NE of San Antonio, Kenneth Ratcliff
and Stan Crowley, Evangelists.

Chalmette-Church of Christ, 200 Delaronde St., Chalmette, LA
70044. Mark Lance, Evangelist, (504) 279-9438.

Chicopee-Armory Drive Church of Christ, 26 Armory Drive;
Chicopee, MA 01020, in-home, (413) 592-4834, Ken Dion, Evangelist.

-Michigan-

Garden City-Church of Christ, 1657 Middlebelt Rd., Garden City,
MI (Suburb of Detroit), Sun. 10:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.,
Wed. 7:00 p.m., Dan Goddard, Evangelist. (734) 422-8660.
www.garden-city-coc.org
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-Wyoming-

Cheyenne-High Plains Church of Christ, 421 E. 8th St., Cheyenne, WY 82007, tel. (307) 638-7466, Sunday: 9:30 a.m., 10:30
a.m., 5:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., Gerald Reynolds, Tel. (307) 6352482.
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Gift Subscriptions
Do you know of an individual or a congregation that needs to be made aware of the false doctrines and
teachers that are afflicting the Lord’s Church today? If so why not give them a subscription of Contending
for the Faith.
THERE ARE MANY SUBSCRIPTION PLANS AVAILABLE:

Single Subscriptions: One Year, $14.00; Two Years, $24.00. Club Rate: Three One-Year Subscriptions, $36;
Five One-Year Subscriptions, $58.00. Whole Congregation Rate: Any congregation entering each family
of its entire membership with single copies being mailed directly to each home receives a $3.00 discount
off the Single Subscription Rate, i.e., such whole congregation subscriptions are payable in advance at the
rate of $11.00 per year per family address. Foreign Rate: One Year, $30.
TO SEND A SUBSCRIPTION JUST FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW:

✁

NAME_________________________
1 YEAR
2 YEARS
ADDRESS__________________________________________
CITY___________________STATE_______ZIP____________

NAME_________________________

1 YEAR

2 YEARS

ADDRESS__________________________________________
CITY___________________STATE_______ZIP____________

MAIL SUBSCRIPTION TO:

P.O. Box 2357, Spring, TX 77383-2357
•fax:281.288.0549 • e-mail: jbrow@charter.net • phone: 281.350.5516

Contending for the Faith
P.O. Box 2357
Spring, Texas 77383
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