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FOR THOSE WHO LOVE THE TRUTH AND HATE ERROR

The Departure of Brother Kenneth John Chumbley
“And the king said unto
his servants, Know ye not
that there is a prince and a
great man fallen this day in
Israel?” (2 Sam. 3:38). These
words spoken by David regarding the death of Abner,
could well be said in view of
the passing of brother Kenneth
John Chumbley on March 2,
2015. This man was a valiant
soldier of Christ, and a faithful
laborer in the “Israel of God”
(Gal. 6:16) today—the Lord’s
church. We have the confidence that he has departed to
be with Christ which is far better (Phi. 1:23).
On the afternoon of March
5, 2015, I had the honor of
bringing the message in the
memorial service for our dear
friend and beloved brother in
Christ, at the building of the
Belvedere church of Christ, in
South Carolina. A good number attended, including several from the congregation and
other members of the church
in the North Augusta area, including a few gospel preachers. Also, some Christians who
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Kenneth John Chumbley
July 27, 1944—March 2, 2015

Chumbley, whom he met in
Texas in 1969. The next year
they were married in Aylesbury, England, by a close
friend, faithful brother, and
fellow gospel preacher in England, Len Channing. Sister
Chumbley stood by brother
Ken faithfully through the
years and down to the end was
by his side, caring for him.
We also extend our deepest
sympathy to the children and
their families: Thomas and his
wife, Yulia; Stephen and his
wife, Angel; and Ellen Chumbley Moses and her husband,
Kyle; and to the grandchildren: Thomas Andrew, Gabrielle, Evan, Xander, Keah,
Kyle, Kendall, and Zachary;
and to a close friend, who
stood closely by them, Morgan
Barker. These were all beloved
to brother Ken. The children,
and even the in-laws, spoke
loving words of brother Ken
and sister Linda, as parents.

came from a distance, and various members of the community attended. No doubt, brother Chumbley had the
love and respect of many within and without the church.
We had prayers led and Scripture readings by several
brethren in Christ. Brother Glenn Aaron, fellow gospel
preacher and good friend of Ken’s, led the singing. At
the close of the message the invitation was extended and
an invitation song was sung. During the message various
characteristics of our beloved brother were emphasized,
including his love for Christ and His glorious body—the
Let us keep all of these in
church (Eph. 5:25; 1 Pet. 2:17).
our hearts and prayers, and the
We express our deepest sympathy to brother Ken’s Belvedere Church of Christ,
(Continued on Page 4)
beloved wife of forty-five years, Orlinda “Linda” Ruth
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Editorial...

Diotrephes Is Alive and Well!

(Or: “When One Man Has to Rule or Ruin”)
David P. Brown, Editor and Publisher
dpbcftf@gmail.com
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John, the apostle, informs us concerning Diotrephes (3 John
9-10). What type of person was he?
1. He loved to have “the preeminence” among the church.
2. He would not receive a letter from the apostle John.
3. He committed deeds against the apostle.
4. He opposed the apostle John “with malicious words.”
5. He was not content to do only the above things.
6. He would not “receive the brethren.”
7. He stopped brethren from receiving those whom he would
not receive.
8. Brethren who would receive those whom Diotrephes would
not receive, he “casteth them out of the church” (3 John 10).
With these points concerning Diotrephes in mind, let us call
to mind the apostle Paul’s warning to the Ephesian elders as the
inspired Luke records it in Acts 20:17-35.
1. Paul warned the Ephesian elders that after he left them
“grievous wolves” would “enter in among you [the elders], not
sparing the flock” (20:29).
2. Paul further declared that after his departure certain elders
would “arise, speaking perverse things [twisting truth], to
draw away disciples after them” (20:30).
Although I would not be dogmatic with what I am about to
say, there is the strong possibility that Diotrephes could have been
in the Ephesian church accomplishing just what the inspired Paul
predicted. I do know that whatever the congregation, Diotrephes
could not have done and said what he did, except that the members
of that church allowed him to do so!
It is, therefore, incumbent upon the members of a congregation to allow only faithful elders to occupy the office of an elder (1
Tim. 3; Tit. 1; Acts 20:28, 32; 1 The. 5:12-13; Heb. 13:7, 17; 1 Pet.
5:1-4). Members cannot shirk that responsibility with impunity! It
is also a sad commentary on men already serving as elders when
they sit by and allow men to be added to the eldership who walk in
the footsteps of Diotrephes. In fact, when those serving as elders
allow such men to be appointed, they prove themselves unqualified to serve God as elders.
We all have come to know of certain elders(?) and former
elders(?) who have walked in the footsteps of Diotrephes. They
have “ramrodded” their will down the throats of the lackeys and
weaklings who serve with them as fellow elders. Wherever there is
a “ramrodder” there must be those who enjoy being “ramrodded.”
Whether an elder or not, such must have been the case with “Diotrephes the First.” Whether today or two thousand years ago, men
do not accomplish what Diotrephes did unless others are willing to
acquiesce to their overbearing ways.
Brethren, no one elder has any authority. It is the collective decision of all the elders that is binding on all, including each one of
the elders. The Scripture reads, “Obey them,” not obey him (Heb.
13:17): “Remember them which have the rule over you” not
remember him who has the rule over you (Heb. 13:7).
(Continued on Page 18)
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40th Annual Bellview Lectures
June 12 – 16, 2015

Refuting Realized Eschatology
Friday, June 12
7:00 pm What is RE and Its History
Jess Whitlock
8:00 pm Partial Versus Full Preterism		
			
Danny Douglas
Saturday, June 13
9:00 am Exposition of Daniel 7:13-14

Charles Pogue
Bruce Stulting
Dub McClish

10:00 am Prophecy of Joel
11:00 am Exposition of Daniel 12
		 Lunch Break
1:00 pm Exposition of Luke 20:27-40		
			
Harrell Davidson
2:00 pm Exposition of 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12		
			
Johnny Oxendine
3:00 pm Open Forum
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm The Nature of Prophecy
Jerry Brewer
8:00 pm Word Studies Refuting RE
Daniel Denham
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am The End of the Law of Moses

Michael Hatcher
10:00 am The Establishment of the Kingdom		
			
Gene Hill
		 Lunch and Dinner Break
1:00 pm The Grave of Judaism Doctrine
Doug Post
2:00 pm The Bible’s Teaching of Spirit and		
		
Soul Regarding Man
Lee Moses
Open Forum Questions
If you have a question send it to: mhatcher@gmail.com

Monday, June 15
9:00 am Allegory of Sarah and Hagar (Gal. 4:20-31)
Jess Whitlock
10:00 am
Sin-Death Doctrine of RE Daniel Denham
11:00 am
Exposition of John 5:24-29 Charles Pogue
		 Lunch Break
1:00 pm
Exposition of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
		
Johnny Oxendine
2:00 pm
Old Testament Texts Misused by RE
		
David P. Brown
3:00 pm
Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm
Interpretation of Figurative Language
David P. Brown
8:00 pm
Exposition of 1 Corinthians 15
Harrell Davidson
Tuesday, June 16
9:00 am
Exposition of 2 Peter 3:1-13 Jerry Brewer
10:00 am
Does Revelation Prove RE?
Doug Post
11:00 am
Exposition of Acts 2:29-36
Dub McClish
		 Lunch Break
1:00 pm
The Olivet Discourse & Luke 17:20-37
		
Lee Moses
2:00 pm
The Last Days
Gene Hill
3:00 pm
Open Forum:
		 Dinner Break
7:00 pm
The Judgment and Resurrection of the Dead
Bruce Stulting
8:00 pm
Bible Doctrine of Hades, Heaven, and Hell
Danny Douglas

Bellview Lectures Information
Housing
The Red Roof Inn (2591 Wilde Lake Blvd; Pensacola,
FL 32526) is providing a special rate for those attending the
Bellview Lectures. The price (tax not included) is $59.99—
single bed and $69.99—double beds. Their phone number is
850.941.0908. Tell them you are attending the Bellview Lectures when making your reservations. If you are planning on
attending the lectureship you may want to make your motel
reservations early.
Books
The lectureship book, Refuting Realized Eschatology,
will be available for purchase. The price has not yet been
determined. The book will contain 29 chapters and will be
a hard-cover book. Everyone will want to purchase a copy
and perhaps additional copies for gifts. The books will not
be mailed until after the lectures are over.
Contending for the Faith—March/April/2015

Books-on-CD
The Bellview lectureship books (1975-1976, 1978,
1988-2005, 2007-2015) will be available on CD in Adobe
PDF. The price of the CD is $37.50. The CD will also includes the Defender (1970, 1972-2014), Beacon (1972,
1974-2014), and other material.
Meals
The ladies of the Bellview Church of Christ will provide
a free lunch on Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday. For all other
meals, a list of restaurants will be available at the registration tables.
View Lectures Live on the Internet
If you cannot attend the lectureship in person, please
view them live on the Internet:

www.bellviewcoc.com/lectures.php
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where he labored faithfully since the year 2000. He will truly
be missed by all of these, and by the many faithful children
of God that he has had such an impact on. Yet, the great benefit of his godly influence and powerful example for Christ
will live on, as John wrote:
And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write,
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours; and their works do follow them (Rev. 14:13).

In the service, brother Aaron led four songs, including the first and last stanza of one of brother Ken’s favorite
hymns: “We Have An Anchor.”
Will you anchor hold in the storms of life,
When the clouds unfold their wings of strife?
When the strong tides lift, and the cables strain,
Will your anchor drift, or firm remain?
When our eyes behold thru the gath’ring night
The city of gold, our harbor bright,
We shall anchor fast by the heav’nly shore,
With the storms all past forever more.
Chorus:
We have an anchor that keeps the soul
Steadfast and sure while the billows roll,
Fastened to the Rock which cannot move,
Grounded firm and deep in the Savior’s love.
				

—Priscilla J. Owens

This song depicts very well the life of brother Ken
Chumbley. In fact, Thomas related that in December he
asked brother Ken, “What are you looking forward to?”
He simply replied: “Heaven.” We have confidence through
Christ, that one day we will see him there if we are faithful
unto death and receive the crown of life (Rev. 2:10). Hope
in Christ of eternal life was the anchor constantly moving
Ken on toward the goal (Tit. 1:2; 1 Tim. 1:1; 1 Pet. 1:3). The
inspired Hebrews writer declares: “Which hope we have as
an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which
entereth into that within the veil;” (Heb. 6:19).
It was while living in England that I first met brother
Chumbley, sixteen years ago, and he encouraged me there
and in the Lord’s work overall. He also encouraged me in
another way. He was instrumental in helping me to meet my
beloved wife, Laarni, and did what he could to help a fortythree year old single man become non-single! He always
showed great love for us and our children, Lydia and Daniel
Moses. The Scripture states that, “a prudent wife is from
the Lord,” and that, “Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good
thing.” The Lord worked through brother Ken in helping me
to truly find a good thing, and many good things to follow.
When one had Ken Chumbley as a friend, he truly had a
friend that “loveth at all times” (Pro. 17:17).
4

In his life, brother Ken Chumbley “went everywhere
preaching the word.” He was an excellent local preacher, but
was often involved in evangelistic endeavors in many parts
of the world. His desire was to preach the true gospel of
Christ wherever he went (Mark 16:15-16).
A native of Coventry, England, brother Ken was born
before the end of World War II on July 27, 1944. In 1963, at
the age of 19, he immigrated to Australia for 5 years. It was
in that country that he learned the truth, was converted to
Christ, resulting in his departure from the Christian Church
denomination, and his embarking into training as a faithful
gospel preacher and worker in the true Lord’s church. He
also participated in a preaching tour to India. He preached in
his native Great Britain for some ten years, where he established the Peterborough church of Christ (1985-1992), and
worked with churches of Christ in Liverpool and ThorntonClevelys, in the early 1970s. The work in Great Britain was
never far from his heart. Even while living stateside he was
ever concerned for the growth of the Lord’s cause in the British Isles and the deterrent of false doctrine there, working
diligently to this end by frequent visits and communication
within the brotherhood. Until 2013, he traveled to England
one to two times a year to preach and work with the church.
Over the years he has been closely associated with the Graham Moulton family and the Keith Sisman family in Cambridgeshire, England, and by other faithful servants of Christ
there, and in the United States. He will be greatly missed by
all, including faithful brethren in Australia.
In the early 1970s, brother Ken labored in Texas, as
the preacher of the Riverside church of Christ in Corpus
Christi. He and sister Linda later worked as house parents
for Sunny Glen Children’s Home in San Benito. Following
this, they moved northward to St. Joseph, Michigan, where
they worked with the Lord’s church, until they moved to
Brantford in Ontario, Canada, to labor with the church. In
the late 1970s to the early 1980s, they worked with churches
of Christ in Salida, Colorado, and at Elkhart and Colby, Kansas, and then located with the Lord’s church in Mathis, Texas, from 1981 to 1985, before returning to England. From
1992 until the year 2000, brother Ken preached for churches
of Christ in Farmington, Missouri, St. Albans, West Virginia,
and Frankfort, Kentucky. In 2000, brother and sister Chumbley moved to work with the Belvedere church of Christ.
To his credit, brother Ken Chumbley was a staunch opponent of compromisers, liberals, and any who would dare to
preach and teach another doctrine other than the doctrine of
Christ. He believed and followed what the Scriptures teach
about marking false teachers (Rom. 16:17-18). He truly followed the Scriptural principles of abiding in the doctrine of
Christ and refusing to bid God speed to those who did not
(2 John 9-11). His opposition to error and love of the truth
was obvious to all who knew him (Jude 3). His readiness
to defend the gospel and unashamedly stand for the gospel

(Continued on Page 6)

Contending for the Faith—March/April/2015

Contending for the Faith—March/April/2015

5

13)

(Continued From Page 4)

of Christ was a constant obstacle in the way of false teachers. Those who loved the truth and those who did not, knew
where he stood (Phi. 1:17; Rom. 1:16). Moreover, brother
Ken was a lover of souls down through the years. Looking
back, whether in England, Texas, South Carolina, and many
other places, precious souls have entered into the kingdom
of Christ due to his great work. He was a wise man, in that
he was a winner of souls (Pro. 11:30). He also had a great
love for the home and the family as God would have it, and
his influence was tremendously felt as one who strove for his
house to serve the Lord, and he and sister Linda brought up
their children in that way (Jos. 24:15; Eph. 6:4).
He preached in many Gospel Meetings, and was involved
in several sound lectureships, such as the Spring Church of
Christ Contending For the Faith Lectures, Spring, TX, and
the Annual Bellview Lectureship of the Bellview Church
of Christ, Pensacola, FL. Whether in the home pulpit, in a
guest speaking appointment, or out doing evangelistic work,
brother Ken was a powerful and sound preacher of the Word.
He truly fulfilled the charge that Paul gave to Timothy and to
all gospel preachers:
I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant
in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
longsuffering and doctrine (2 Tim. 4:1-2).

A significant observation made the week of his passing,
was that, wherever brother Ken was, he was at home with
fellow Christians. He has a great love for the Lord’s church
and the true children of God. He was one who was always
ready to exhort others (Heb. 3:13). Moreover, he was a very
friendly and jolly person, with whom people enjoyed asso-

ciation. Truly, he had “a merry heart which doeth good
like a medicine” (Pro. 17:22).
On more than one occasion, his beautiful voice and love
of singing was mentioned. Whenever he and sister Linda
were in the assembly, their beautiful voices could be heard.
The early church was a singing church, and so should the
Lord’s church be today: “Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 3:16).
Due to his declining health, the last year of brother Ken’s
life was not the most pleasant, but we rejoice that: “now he
is comforted” (Luke 16:25). It was a privilege to know and
to labor together with him in the cause of Christ. Whether
it was writing, preaching, teaching, singing, or whatever he
did for the Lord, he put his all into it! Like him, let us: “press
on toward the mark for the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus” (Phi. 3:14). In the face of adversity, brother Chumbley fought a good fight, finished his course and kept the faith
(2 Tim. 4:7). May we all do the same, that one day we may
be around the throne of God with Christ and all the faithful:
And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold,
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall
be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are passed away (Rev. 21:3-4).

—Danny Douglas
704 Azalea Drive
Mt. Pleasant, TX 38474
ddouglas111611@gmail.com
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REMEMBERING KEN CHUMBLEY
I first met Ken at a lectureship in Memphis, TN in the early
1980s. I do not remember how we began our first visit, but I
know we talked for some time about the Lord’s work in the
United Kingdom. That was about a year before he and his family moved to Peterborough, England where Ken planted the
church. We spoke of my coming to the U.K. at some point and
after Ken had been there for a year or so, in the summer of
1986, I made my first trip to preach in the U.K. On that trip, I
was a speaker in a lectureship, the theme of which was Crossroadism, a false doctrine that was newly troubling the churches
in the U.K. We also traveled into Wales, visiting churches as
we traveled along. Furthermore, we had a meeting with certain
false teachers in the facilities of the British Bible School. We
did this in order to challenge them in their errors in doctrine
and practice.
On that 1986 trip, except for a few days I had to travel in
the Lord’s work to Northern Ireland and toward the end of it in
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London, I spent the rest of the time, about two weeks, with Ken,
Linda, and their young family at the time.
Following that trip, I made three other trips in the company
of others while the Chumbley’s were in the U.K., staying much
of the time in their home. Ken never met a stranger and was
always ready to discuss the Bible or the cause of Christ with
anyone who had the same interest he had in the Lord’s work.
Ken and Linda were an excellent host and hostess and we enjoyed our time together in our visits to the U.K.
It was through Ken that I came to know several British
brethren, some of which I continue to count as good friends and
now via the internet I am able to keep in closer contact with
them than in times past.
With the rise of liberalism (false doctrines that loose men
from what God in the Bible binds on them) in the church in
general, Ken became greatly concerned about the inroads false
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teachers were making into the body of Christ. He was especially concerned about the apostasy of the church in the British Isles. He labored long and hard to stem the tide of digression not only in the U.K. but in the various churches where he
preached in the U.S.
In recent years, I worked with Ken in several preaching
tours in the U.K. The last trip, before I ceased to travel routinely
to England, took us into the Yorkshire country, a place in the U.
K. I had never visited. Our group was comprised of Ken, Keith
Sisman, Johnny Oxendine, Skip Francis, and your editor. On
numerous occasions I have spent time preaching and teaching

in Cambridge, London, Birmingham, and other parts of the U.
K. with these brethren. I am glad to say that Johnny Oxendine
of San Mateo, CA, and Skip Francis of Liberal, KS, along with
Keith Sisman of Upwood, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, England continue to present the gospel message in that part of the
British Isles. Johnny Oxendine continues to direct the Preaching the Whole Counsel of God lectureship and edit the book
for the lectures. Before Ken’s demise he was glad to know that
these men and others would continue to preach Christ to his
home country. Ken will be missed by the faithful in the work of
the church in this country as well as the U.K.
—EDITOR

dadadadadadaddadadadadadbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbd

Question and Answer sessions are
always an interesting part of any
lectureship. During one of the recent Preaching the
Whole Council of
God Lectureships
we see (from left
to right): Michael
Hatcher, Johnny
Oxendine,
Ken
Chumbley (speaking), and Keith
Sisman serving on
the Q. & A. panel.

Pictured from left to right are Ken Chumbley, your editor,
and Graham Moulton. I met Graham and his family in 1986
through Ken while preaching in the U.K. Graham was a faithful Gospel preacher in Cambridge, U.K. until his death in 2008
from brain cancer. He endured much hardship for the the Lord’s
cause. He and Ken are greatly missed in the Lord’s work.
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Ken and Orlinda (Linda) Chumbley
Linda retired from teaching a couple of years ago. At present, she continues to reside in Belvedere, S. C. Her health is
not the best. Please keep Linda in your prayers.
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Elders Can Stop the Spread of Liberalism
William S. Cline
We firmly believe that the elders of the local congregation have the divine right and responsibility to determine
what shall be taught and who should do the teaching (Acts
20:28-31). Much of the trouble that we are presently experiencing could be avoided if elders of local congregations
would be more careful of who does the teaching and preaching and what is taught. Preachers known for their liberal
views should not be used in meetings, lectures, youth rallies
or any other function that the church has. It is time that the
elders take away their audiences. But not only do we need to
take away audiences; it is high time we heed the command
of John. By inspiration he wrote,
Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine
of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of
Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come
any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not
into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that
biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds (2 John
9-11).

Throughout the brotherhood it has been the common practice
in many circles to use men for meetings, lectureships, youth
meetings, etc., who are known to espouse liberal views. One
day elderships will answer for their flagrant disobedience to
John’s injunction. There can be no right in fellowshipping
false teachers.
The church needs elders who will stand up and be counted—elders that will stop the mouth of the gainsayer. Thus,
elders that are following New Testament doctrine will not
only cut off the false teacher’s audience and pay, they will
mark him as such and will have no fellowship with him. In
Romans 16:17 Paul said, “mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned; and avoid them.” In Titus 3:10-11 he said, “A
man that is an heretick [false teacher] after the first and
second admonition reject; Knowing that he that is such
is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself.”
We have no choice in the matter! If we fellowship false
teachers, we disobey God. When will elders be as concerned
about obeying Romans 16:17 and Titus 3:10-11 as they are
about obeying Acts 2:38?
The elders that tolerate false teaching and corrupt practices share the guilt of the false teacher or the evildoer (2
John 11). I recently read of an eldership that would not fire
their preacher, even though they knew him to be a rank liberal. Their excuse was, “If we let him go, we are afraid he will
leave the church of Christ and go into some denomination.”
Their first responsibility, as we see it, was not to fire him,
thus letting him go to some other congregation of the Lord’s
8

people to teach his false doctrine. This has been done too
many times during recent years. The elders should first seek
to convert him to the truth of the teachings of Christ. If that
cannot be accomplished, then they have no alternative but to
withdraw fellowship from him (thus firing him at that time)
and mark him as a false teacher. If this act of New Testament
discipline fails to bring him to repentance for the salvation
of his soul then he may as well be in a denomination. Elders
must obey New Testament teachings. And if following the
will of Christ drives a man to a denomination, them to a denomination he must go. False teachers cannot be tolerated or
harbored in the church of Jesus Christ! May God have mercy
on such spineless elders!
Never has there been a time when those who have the
oversight of the Lord’s church should be more careful in
what the church is being taught then and now. Elders should
know every person that teaches both from the pulpit and in
the classroom. They should be acquainted with every piece
of literature that is being used. When some of our literature is
copied from sources that do not believe in the inspired Word,
it is easy for error to creep in. It would be a giant step in the
right direction if elders would refuse to buy any material
from those who are printing false doctrine. When they learn
that they cannot sell their material then they will stop printing it.
Among the qualifications of elders is the one that states,
“Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught,
that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort
and to convince the gainsayers” (Tit. 1:9). Paul continued
in verse eleven talking about these false teachers and the responsibility elders had to them by saying, “Whose mouths
must be stopped.” Not only must elders know the Word
and be able to correct the false teacher, they first of all must
be able to recognize error when it is taught. Just recently I
heard of a preacher who taught from the pulpit the direct operation of the Holy Spirit separate and apart from the Word.
There were elders in that audience that did not even notice
that error was being taught! If that is the caliber of elders the
Lord’s church has today then may God help us! I am thankful for godly elders that know and love the truth. They are
willing at any time and in any way to defend it. May their
number increase and their faith and courage wax strong in
these days of trial and turmoil.
Elders, the question as I see it resolves itself around this
point. Shall the church continue to teach and practice a “thus
saith the Lord,” or shall we change our teaching and practice
to suit the whims of contemporary man. You overseers hold
the answer.
—Deceased
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“Easy to Entreat”
Lynn Parker
Sometimes we differ with brethren in matters of opinion.
Over these matters, brethren may either compromise, or they
may never see eye-to-eye, and fellowship continues. Other
situations center squarely on doctrinal matters—those obligatory matters set down by authority of Heaven. In this latter
area of doctrinal matters, compromise is sinful and division
is inevitable if no repentance is manifested (1 Cor. 11:1819). How can the division be prevented or rectified? Surely
we understand that all must be on the same doctrinal page (1
Cor. 1:10). However, one particular ingredient to resolving
such difficult matters is found in James 3:
Who is wise and understanding among you? let him show
by his good life his works in meekness of wisdom. But if
ye have bitter jealousy and faction in your heart, glory
not and lie not against the truth. This wisdom is not a
wisdom that cometh down from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For where jealousy and faction are, there
is confusion and every vile deed. But the wisdom that is
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be
entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without variance,
without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown
in peace for them that make peace (vss. 13-18).

Please note that James describes the heavenly, Godapproved wisdom as “easy to be entreated.” The phrase
under consideration is translated from the Greek, eupeithes,
meaning “good for persuasion, easily obeying, compliant,
approachable, persuadable.” Now there are but two types
of wisdom—that which is “earthly, sensual, devilish,” and
that wisdom which is “from above.” One or the other will be
employed by folks in a dispute.
In doctrinal matters where fellowship is based on speaking the same thing, there must be a heart that is easy to entreat. Perhaps you have studied the Bible with a Protestant
only to hear the study conclude with the words: “I just can’t
see that baptism is essential to salvation.” Yet, after being adequately taught the truth, evidence now points to a hardened
heart. He could see the truth if his heart was open to instruction and correction.
One couple in a congregation—both of whom had taught
Bible classes—taught error on church discipline and God’s
laws of fellowship to some in the church. Repeated requests
to meet and study the matter were met by this couple with
a stubborn refusal, and they finally left the congregation. In
this sad case, hearts refused entreaty.
As we think about matters that have hurt the church and
divided brethren, surely the past years of dealing with (1)
elder re-evaluation and re-affirmation; (2) the peculiar marriage, divorce, remarriage error that deals with the intent to
be married (among other facets); and (3) errors regarding fellowship, as taught, practiced, and condoned by Dave Miller
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and others, will go down in church history as another especially trying time for the brotherhood.
An indicator of the mind-set and heart condition of those
supporting and thus condoning Miller’s errors is that they
refuse to be entreated. They have had opportunities to meet
and discuss that were not to their liking and thus rejected.
I listened to Curtis Cates (now deceased, Editor) and Keith
Mosher on the internet at the West Kentucky Lectureship
open forum at the Sunny Slope congregation in Paducah, Kentucky, in which they described those that oppose them (and
Dave Miller) as both liars and “vile” (Mosher’s description).
In response to this, on April 3, 2007 at 8:38 P.M., using as the
subject: “Re: Recent statements;” I sent the following e-mail
to them both at the addresses listed on the website for Memphis School of Preaching.

AN OPEN LETTER TO BRETHREN
CATES AND MOSHER
Brethren:
During an Open Forum, you made a charge that brethren opposing you were “vile” and lying. You defended Dave Miller.
You rejected the opportunity offered you at the Spring, Texas
Open Forum. By way of this e-mail, I am proposing that the
two of you, on behalf of FH and MSOP, appear on a forum of
your design at the Forest Hill building or some other mutually
agreeable location.
I offer to be one of two or more speakers representing opposition to your practices (especially regarding fellowship) and
claims. If I am not acceptable to you, please name the man
or men who would be. I would stipulate that the forum be (1)
public and (2) video or tape-recorded with copies available to
anyone who requests one.
The purpose of this forum would be to present the truth, expose error, and inform the brotherhood. Details of the discussion topics, dates, and times can be arranged mutually but we
still would say that we are asking you to begin arrangements
since our proposals have not been acceptable to you. Surely
you believe that truth has nothing to fear from exposure (1
The. 5:21; 1 Pet. 3:15). “The ball is in your court.”
For the brotherhood and the truth,
Lynn Parker

Brethren, to date there has been no response from Cates or
Mosher. Some months ago I wrote a letter of concern to a
once dear friend, Garland Elkins, also with Memphis School
of Preaching. To date, I have heard nothing from brother Elkins.
Brethren, these matters will not go away with time—repentance is necessary. But first hearts must be easy to entreat. Lacking that type of heart and exhibiting a calloused
refusal to meet, we can draw certain conclusions—a righ9

teous judgment, if you will (John 7:24). These brethren simply have no desire for resolution, unity, or a frank discussion
of the doctrinal matters that divide brethren. They are not
easy to entreat. Thus, their wisdom, we properly conclude,
is not from above!
Editor’s Note: I would also be willing to meet with
these brethren in a public meeting that is taped such as
brother Parker suggested. I would add one other stipulation
which is that the forum be fair (to both sides). Since they
(Curtis Cates, Dave Miller, et al.) have rejected two offers of
which I am aware to meet, we urge them to set up a meeting

themselves where everything can be put before the brethren.
If they are not willing to set it up at Forrest Hill congregation, then possibly at some other congregation. Brethren, we
desire unity, not division. However, we can only have unity
when it is based on truth. We refuse to compromise the truth
to stay in the good graces of brethren. Brethren, let us all do
what is biblically necessary for unity to be restored. It is too
precious for it not to be and we must remember that souls
are at stake (Michael Hatcher, Ed. Defender. August, 2007.
Bellview Church of Christ. Pensacola, FL, pp. 5, 6).
cd
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EDITORIAL COMMENTS CONCERNING
THE FOREGOING ARTICLE, “EASY TO ENTREAT”
Almost ten years have passed since the matters to which
brother Parker addressed himself in the foregoing article
surfaced in the church. And, almost eight years have elapsed
since his article was published in Defender. However, most
brethren involved in the events who engaged in the sinful actions engendering said article have never sought a scriptural
solution to them. Furthermore, that solution could have
been reached shortly after said sins were committed if those
guilty of the same had truly desired to do what the Bible
said, in the way the Bible said it, and for the reason(s) the
Bible said it. Of course, said problems never would have
happened if the brethren engaging in the same had been
careful about what the Bible did and did not authorize them
to do in the first place.
One Christian character trait not found in said brethren
that would have gone a long way toward solving such problems is emphasized by brother Parker and dealt with so ably
in said article—they were not “easy to entreat.” But such
an attitude is common among those who seek to evade an
issue, have their own way rather than the Lord’s way, not
accept all the facts in a case, and/or not avail themselves of
all the credible witnesses and adequate evidence bearing on
whatever the case is.
Brethren who refuse the mandate of the New Testament
to be “easy to entreat” are compounding their sin(s) because they are spurning the direction of Paul to have New
Testament authority for all they believe and practice (Col.
3:17). By them it is done in the failure to abide by James’
direction that Christians are to be “easy to entreat.” But,
in all candor and reality, would any honest, knowledgeable,
and rational person truly expect a Diotrephes to be “easy
to entreat,” regarding any of the brethren that he cast out
of the church? Such a thought concerning a Diotrephes is
ludicrous and absurd on the face of it (3 John 9, 10). And,
the reason why such is the case is revealed in the words of
brother Parker when he wrote, “Now there are but two types
10

of wisdom—that which is ‘earthly, sensual, devilish,’ and
that wisdom which is ‘from above.’ One or the other will be
employed by folks in a dispute.” Of course, Diotrephes and
his spiritual descendants would not be New Testament examples of the wisdom “from above” and, thus, be a brother who
is “easy to entreat.”

Brother Parker continued to write, “In doctrinal matters
where fellowship is based on speaking the same thing, there
must be a heart that is easy to entreat.” He continues with his
study of this inspired directive when he writes, “The phrase
under consideration is translated from the Greek, eupeithes,
meaning “good for persuasion, easily obeying, compliant,
approachable, persuadable.” In his appeal to James 3:13-18,
brother Parker correctly points out that James places on all
Christians the obligation of being “easy to entreat.” Brother
Parker would be the consummate hypocrite to come down
like a “ton of bricks,” as he did on those guilty brethren noted in his article for their failure to be “easy to entreat,” but
then in another all together different matter adamantly refuse
to be “approachable and persuadable—one with “a heart
that is easy to entreat.”
In fact, many disagreements arising between and among
brethren would never begin to rear their ugly heads if all
involved were “easy to entreat,” and acting in the manner
implied thereby. The attitude that causes one to be “easy to
entreat” manifests a character trait that God expects every
Christian to possess and exercise if one is to be faithful to
God in such matters.
Those who are “easy to entreat” are open to and they
welcome all the facts in a case. They refuse to jump to conclusions about a matter before they have done the necessary
investigation of it. They do not engage in evil surmising (1
Tim. 6:4). They are especially careful and cautious when listening to a longtime friend or much loved family member in
whom they have great confidence. This is the case because
the person who greatly desires to be approachable in order to
Contending for the Faith—March/April/2015

properly settle a matter knows he must do unto others as he
would have them do unto him (Mat. 7:12). No matter whether friend or foe all must “prove all things; hold fast that
which is good” (1 The. 5:21). There cannot be an attitude
that declares, “I’ve told you the way things are. Now all you
have to do is act promptly to do as you are told, or I’ll peal
your head. Don’t question me!” Such words as the previous
ones do not come from a heart that is “easy to entreat,” that
steadfastly abides by the Golden Rule, and other Godly character traits such as love, sincerity, humility, and consistency.
If the brethren addressed in brother Parker’s article had
been “easy to entreat,” willing to practice the Golden Rule,
and truly desiring to “prove all things; hold fast that which
is good,” they would have met in a fair and impartial meeting to hear from all sides involved, establish the facts therein,
and in the light of the scriptures bearing on the case resolve
said differences. But, alas, they would only have it their own
way or no way. Lamentably that has been the difference between those who truly desire scriptural unity, who have good
and honest hearts (Luke 8:15), who are “easy to entreat,”
who exercise the Golden Rule, and who seek to “prove all
things; hold fast that which is good,” from those who only
give lip service to the same, but in works they deny them.
Having a heart that manifests itself in being “easy to entreat.” will work toward destroying the attitude condemned
by Jesus and exemplified by the Pharisee in Luke 18—“The
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I
thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners,
unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. ...” (vs. 11).
Of course we all know what person our Lord said was justified before God (vs. 14).
Furthermore, Godly character traits such as mentioned
will certainly stop brethren speaking out of one side of their
mouths to spread error far and wide, while at the same time,
from the opposite side of their mouths, charging someone(s)
else with the sin of gossip and tale bearing. All people have
to do in order to determine who is and who is not a gossip is to ask themselves the question, “From whom did I
learn what I know about a given case(s)?” The answer
to the foregoing question should settle once and for all who
is and who is not a gossip about whatever the topic(s) is.
Also, for the one hearing such reports it will tell them much
about their own objectivity and honesty or the lack of them.
If they find themselves content to believe what was reported
to them by only one party in a disagreement, then they are
not interested in learning the whole truth and nothing but
the truth on said matter(s). What a strange way for people to
think and act who claim to love the truth.
We are reminded of all of the wicked efforts of Sanballat
and his evil companions in their efforts to stop Nehemiah
and the Jews from rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem.
Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me in like manner
the fifth time with an open letter in his hand; Wherein was
written, It is reported among the heathen, and Gashmu
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saith it, that thou and the Jews think to rebel: for which
cause thou buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their
king, according to these words (Neh. 6:5, 6).

Notice that Sanballat stated the gossip that was circulating
among the heathen regarding what Nehemiah and the Jews
were supposed to be doing. Obviously, the heathen must
have given credibility to this Gashmu’s tale who, according
to Sanballat, was busy spreading his lies among the heathen,
specifically, “that thou and the Jews think to rebel...”
What Gashmu said was not the truth no matter how many
heathens believed it, or anyone else believed it, or how many
times Gashmu said it. This was not what the Jews were doing, but it suited the heathens’ purposes for Gashmu’s lie to
be spread among them and for them to help it along.
No doubt Sanballat sought to intimidate Nehemiah
with this report. For if the Persian king believed “good ole”
Gashmu all that Nehemiah and the faithful Jews had begun
would have been destroyed. Thus, Sanballat brought the letter to Nehemiah, no doubt with the hope it would cause him
to invite Sanballat and his friends into a union with the Jews.
Can one imagine a court setting where only the prosecution’s case is heard or the same setting wherein only the
defense is permitted to speak? But in the church there have
always been those who seek to keep back anything that is
detrimental to their cause, whatever it may be. Such actions
are not motivated from a heart that is “easy to entreat,” or
any other Godly character trait.
There continues to be at least one modern day “Diotrephes,” “Sanballat,” “Gashmu,” and/or “heathen” brethren wherever one goes. Moreover, there is no reason to believe these rotten characters will cease to be in the church on
earth. Our failure to learn from such Old Testament accounts
regarding them leaves us wide open and vulnerable to all of
the shenanigans characteristic of Sanballat and, in the New
Testament, Diotrephes. But, as Paul said, “We are not ignorant of Satan’s devices” (2 Cor. 2:11). And, while they may
have blinded themselves to their own sins, we can recognize
them by their much and heavy hanging fruit.
Let us turn to Paul’s admonition to unity found in 1 Corinthians 1:10 to see how the apostle laid out the ground work
for unity to prevail in the church. The verse reads,
Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there
be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and in the same judgment.
1. In the above verse we have the desire of the apostle for the
church to submit to the instructions given therein.
2. The apostolic desire for the church is through the name of
Jesus Christ who is named no less than 9 times in the first 9
verses of the epistle, for it is our Lord who is the epitome of
love and peace.
3. The end result is that the church speaks the same thing;
that no divisions exist among the church members; that they
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and judgment.

11

Implied instructions deduced from the foregoing points of the
verse is that each church member is obligated to:
1. Always gather all the facts in a case, which action will
cause one to—
2. Come to the same understanding, causing one to—
3. Form the same judgment, enabling one to—
4. Speak the same thing, the result being that the church is—
5. United.
Thus, it is the apostle’s great sincere desire, flowing from a
heart of love for Christ and His blood bought church (Mat. 16:18;
Acts 20:28), for every member to think, speak, and be the same
thing. Assuming that brethren: (1) desire the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace, as stated by Paul in Ephesians 4:1-4; (2) know
how to obtain and maintain it, learned from such scriptures as 1
Corinthians 1:10, and (3) understand that the foundation of it is set
out in such scriptures as John 14:15; Colossians 3:17, 2 Timothy
3:16, 17; James 1:25; and John 12:48. The foregoing is how problems are prevented and when necessary solved so that the unity of
the Spirit can be obtained by the congregations of the Lord at any
time and any place on earth until our Lord’s return.
Toward the end of his article brother Parker included a copy of
a letter he sent to the men guilty of either agreeing with said errors
or not believing the error(s), but who continue to fellowship those
they admit to be in error. He ended said article with the following
about what is necessary to solve such problems:
But first hearts must be easy to entreat. Lacking that type of
heart and exhibiting a calloused refusal to meet, we can draw
certain conclusions—a righteous judgment, if you will (John
7:24). These brethren simply have no desire for resolution,
unity, or a frank discussion of the doctrinal matters that divide
brethren. They are not easy to entreat. Thus, their wisdom, we
properly conclude, is not from above!
This is the case whether it has to do with those noted in said article,
or any other brethren who find themselves taking positions that
they cannot substantiate by the totality of the facts in a case, credible witnesses, and/or adequate evidence. And, they will not allow
a meeting where all sides may be heard and if necessary those
same parties may be challenged and cross examined.
It is also important to note that the editor of Defender, brother
Michael Hatcher, placed an editorial comment at the conclusion of
brother Parker’s article. He wrote:
I would also be willing to meet with these brethren in a public meeting that is taped such as brother Parker suggested. I
would add one other stipulation which is that the forum be fair
(to both sides). Since they (Curtis Cates, Dave Miller, et al.)
have rejected two offers of which I am aware to meet, we urge
them to set up a meeting themselves where everything can be
put before the brethren. If they are not willing to set it up at
Forrest Hill congregation, then possibly at some other congregation. Brethren, we desire unity, not division. However,
we can only have unity when it is based on truth. We refuse to
compromise the truth to stay in the good graces of brethren.
Brethren, let us all do what is biblically necessary for unity
to be restored. It is too precious for it not to be and we must
remember that souls are at stake.
In the foregoing comment brother Hatcher demonstrates his
willingness to meet with those he named in his remarks and broth-
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er Parker’s articles. Brother Hatcher clearly states to said brethren
that they are to feel free to choose the place and time for the proposed meeting. He emphasized that he, as well as those standing
with him, desired unity, not division, but that the unity sought must
be a unity based on truth. Furthermore, he stated there will be no
compromise of the truth in order to have unity in name only. He
then concluded his comments with, “Brethren, let us all do that is
biblically necessary for unity to be restored. It is too precious for it
not to be and we must remember that souls are at stake.”
It was and continues to be a sad thing that the brethren addressed in the foregoing material are no more interested (more
than likely less interested) today to have scriptural unity than they
were almost ten years ago. I know this is the case with them, for
they continue to widen their fellowship circles and prove more and
more that they intend to have some sort of “consensus unity” that
is unknown to the New Testament rather than the unity authorized
by 1 Corinthians 1:10 and Colossians 3:17. But they are not the
only ones who reject scriptural unity and who go about to replace
it with their own paranoid fancies and evil surmisings.
On numerous occasions deceitful workers in writing and orally have spread far and wide what has suited their purpose(s)—to
win a following. Among other things, a rumor was spread that a
certain person made a concerted effort to persuade an eldership, a
preacher, and a church to believe certain views of a given problem
and that the alleged gossiper actually accomplished the same with
the eldership, et. al. However, such never happened—no such effort, no such meeting, and no such goal was obtained. Thus, we are
not surprised that those conducting such a rumor mill and gossipmart would permit themselves to be involved in any kind of fair
and impartial meeting where all involved can be heard and questioned. The truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth would
bring about the fall of such a house of rumors and lies—and great
would be the fall thereof.
In numerous debates the late Guy N. Woods used to say of his
opponent that the way he dealt with questions would determine
much about his opponent’s desire to arrive at the truth about whatever issue was being debated or not. Brother Woods’ observation
remains as true today as when he uttered his words many years
ago.
—David P. Brown, Editor

FREE CD AVAILABLE
Contending for the Faith is making available a
CD-ROM free of charge. Why is this CD important?
ANSWER: It contains an abundance of evidentiary
information pertaining to Dave Miller’s doctrine and
practice concerning the re-evaluation/reaffirmation of
elders, MDR, and other relevant and important materials and documents directly or indirectly relating to
the Brown Trail Church of Christ, Apologetics Press,
Gospel Broadcasting Network, MSOP, and more.
To receive your free CD or make a financial contribution toward this important CD’s distribution you
can reach us at Contending for the Faith, P. O. Box
2357, Spring, TX 77383-2357, or request the CD by
emailing us at dpbcftf@gmail.com.
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The new website for CFTF was launched in March and continues to be in its development. You can see
it now at cftfpaper.com. The new site supports browsing from desktops, laptops, tablets, and smart phones.
When a new issue is available, you will be sent an email notification to access the website. There the PDF
document can be printed, and forwarded to friends.
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We continue to covet your prayers. If you have any comments or questions please feel free to contact us.
—David P. Brown, Editor
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FLEXIBLE CHRISTIANITY
Ken Chumbley
Recently, I received a bulletin that had an article under
the above title. At the beginning of the article, the writer
gives a quote from Daniel Sommer, a Gospel preacher at the
time of the apostasy that led to the formation of the Christian
Church/Disciples of Christ, recognized by the United States
government a hundred years ago in the census of 1906. Sommer lived through the period when the false teachings regarding instrumental music and the missionary society were
hotly debated. In 1897, he analyzed the pressures of the previous twenty years that led to the schism. He concluded that
one of the contributing factors was personality differences
he saw between disciples and disciples. He wrote:
I saw there was a difference between disciples and disciples.
It became evident that some disciples were of the primitive or
apostolic type, while others were of a modern or plastic type.
Those constituting the former class I saw had stability, while
those constituting the latter class had flexibility. The former
disciples held that the world should bend to the church; the
latter disciples held that the church should bend to the world
(Matthew C. Morrison, Like a Lion, Daniel Sommer’s Seventy
Years of Preaching, p. 19).

The writer of the article I received stated, “There are
still those who believe that the church should bend to the
world.” He illustrates this by pointing to the recent debate
in the Episcopal Church in the United States regarding the
appointing of homosexuals as bishops within that denomination. He points out that such appointments are “nothing
less than the acceptance of homosexuality as an alternative
lifestyle” and points out that the acceptance of homosexuality is nothing more than a compromise with the world,
and a “Christianity that bends with the world around it.”
That such is a compromise with the world is true, however,

that the Episcopal Church represents Christianity, I have a
problem with that, unless one uses the term Christianity in
its widest application with respect to the Episcopal Church.
However, when one examines the Lord’s Church in
2006—one hundred years after the recognition by the government of the apostasy that formed the Christian Church/
Disciples of Christ, it is clear that the description given by
Daniel Sommer between disciples (Christians) is still in existence. Sadly, we have “modern or plastic” Christians today
that have this flexibility who are no longer satisfied with a
“Thus saith the Lord.” Some desire fellowship with the denominations and as a result, have rejected some of the teaching of Christ to have such a fellowship. However, there is a
more dangerous group than that who, although they reject
fellowship with the denominations and still hold to many of
the truths of the Scripture, are willing to be flexible when
it comes to the matter of fellowshipping unrepentant false
teachers in our midst. In some instances this is occurring
because they desire to receive support for their projects and
programs and, to gain sufficient support, they will fellowship those who are not in fellowship with the Lord.
Brethren, we cannot be more plastic or more flexible
than the Lord in His Word gives us liberty to be. We must
uphold the truth of God’s Word and “have no fellowship
with the unfruitful works of darkness but rather rebuke
them” (Eph. 5:11). Let us be known as disciples (Christians)
who are of the “primitive and apostolic type” and not those
who would be known as “modern and plastic” as they desire
to be flexible and bend to the world or to false teachers.
—Deceased
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NOTHING BUT NOISE!!!
Jess Whitlock
I attended part of a session at the Preacher’s retreat at Pettijohn
Springs. It was a joy to hear the late brother Roy Deaver in defense of the
faith. He was confronted by brother Bill Swetmon who was saying in essence that we cannot know truth for certain. His shallow logic was that we
did not know how to ascertain truth until the 1960s and still cannot be sure!
I seem to recall Jesus saying something to this essence in John 8:32: “And
ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” I know
many will be deceived by a false teacher today, but the Words of Christ
have stood the test of time!
I recall from the pages of secular history a time when H. Marshall and
his confederate soldiers had painfully hauled artillery across the mountains
from Virginia into Kentucky. At Sand Valley they confronted James Garfield and the Union forces. At Grave Yard point, Garfield ordered two Kentucky infantry companies under Captain F. A. Williams to dislodge Marshall and his band. Holding cartridge boxes and rifles above their heads,
they waded through the icy, waist-deep creek, and dashed toward the ridge.
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This was what Marshall was waiting on—for a month he had nursed his precious guns over all sorts of terrain—now all of his work could be justified. He
ordered the guns zeroed in on the enemy—wait until they were at point blank
range and ordered: Fire! With a high-pitched scream a 12-pound shell lobbed
high in the air, headed unerringly for William’s advance guard and plopped
harmlessly into the mud. All of the shells were duds and though the noise of
cannon blasted away all afternoon, the only harm inflicted was the spattering
of a few soldiers with mud! You see, after all that all he had was noise!
As I listened to Swetmon that evening I realized that I was hearing nothing but noise. I recalled the words of Acts 17:21: “spent their time in nothing
else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.” Can you imagine a man
putting forth the argument that until 1960 God’s truth could not be known by
any man? It still must not be known by brother Swetmon. While I was there
that evening I heard him speak for one hour and followed his handout sheet.
On page one he told us there were 27 books in the New Testament. However,
on page three he informed us there were 23 books in the New Testament.
Hopefully he can discover the truth next year! Meanwhile, nothing but noise!
— 270 West Brooks St.
Evant, TX 76525
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WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE?
Daniel Douglas
Following my comments is an article copied in its entirety from the March 6, 2015 issue of the Nashville Tennessean.
Here are some observations regarding the Otter Creek
“church of Christ,” the use of mechanical instruments of music in worship, and the Tennessean article to follow.
1. The article indicates that leaders at Otter Creek spent
months developing a strategy whereby to bring instrumental music into its worship. Remember the devil always has
a strategy. The Scriptures speaks of the “wiles of the devil”
(Eph. 6:11) and “his devices” (2 Cor. 2:11).
2. The “multicampus Church of Christ congregation in
Dallas” (to whom Otter Creek looked for guidance in this unscriptural innovation) is not only unscriptural in their worship
but in their structure, as their is no authority for a “multicampus” congregation (cf. Tit. 1:5; Acts 14:23). Otter Creek listened to Chris Seidman of The Branch, a false teacher. Satan
works through false teachers and those under his influence
(Eph. 2:2; 1 John 4:1; 1 Tim. 4:1; 1 Pet. 5:8; 2 Tim. 2:17-18).
3. Christians and congregations of the Lord who withdraw fellowship (Chris Seidman using the terminology of
“cut us off”) from those who do and teach things without Biblical authority are actually doing what the Word of God commands (2 John 9-11; Eph. 5:11; Rom. 16:17-18; 2 The. 3:6; 1
Cor. 5:1-13). Those in fellowship with God are forbidden to
have fellowship with darkness, which includes those who are
practicing works of darkness (1 John 1:5-7; Eph. 5:11; 2 Cor.
6:14-18).
4. The author of this article, Heidi Hall, states in regard
to churches of Christ: “The commitment to a cappella dates
back to the faith’s emergence in the 1800s Restoration Movement.” (Hall sounds as if she is quoting an article from one of
the change agents out of Lipscomb University.) She is quite
off the mark in her comment:
(1) The churches of Christ began ca. A.D. 30 in Acts 2, on
the 1st Pentecost Day following Christ’s resurrection, just as
the Scriptures declare (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:16-21; Isa. 2:2-4;
Micah 4:1-3; Daniel 2:44; Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-8; Acts 2:3847; 9:31; Rev. 1:4, 11; 1 Cor. 1:2).
(2) Singing in the worship [“a cappella”] was the only
music the first century church taught and practiced. This is the
reason that the faithful in the Lord’s church today do not have
any other kind of music (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; 1 Cor. 14:15;
Heb. 2:12; 13:15). We cannot do otherwise by the authority
of the Lord Jesus Christ or “in the name of the Lord Jesus”
(Col. 3:17; Mat. 28:18). We are not to add to, or take away
from, the Word of God (Rev. 22:18-19). By the authority of
Jesus Christ, who has all authority, the apostle Paul wrote by
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inspiration of the Spirit: “Speaking to yourselves in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;” (Eph. 5:19).
5. According to Hall, Josh Graves (Otter Creek’s teaching
and preaching minister) says that church history is a stronger
influence than the Book of Ephesians [Eph. 5:19 authorizes singing only in the worship]. Yet, this is not the case for
those who revere the Word of God over the doctrines of men
(Mat. 15:9; Acts 5:29; Tit. 1:14; Gal. 1:6-9; John 14:15; Mat.
7:21). If Graves is right, then we need to lay down our Bibles
and go out and find a church history book in order to please
God, because he and Otter Creek are following church history (post New Testament times) rather than the Word of God!
But, Graves is wrong, dead wrong! The only book inspired of
God is the Bible, where Ephesians and other books are found
authorizing singing only in the Worship (2 Tim. 3:16-17). It
is the gospel of Christ which saves, the eternal Word of God,
and by it we will be judged—not by church history! (Rom.
1:16; 2:16; John 12:48; 1 Pet. 1:23-25; James 1:21-22). Only
those who abide in the doctrine of Christ, the New Testament,
have the Father and the Son (2 John 9).
By the way, well-known leaders in history among various
religious bodies rejected mechanical instruments in worship.
For example: Adam Clark, well-known commentator among
the Methodists, stated:
Music as a science, I esteem and admire: but instruments of
music in the house of God I abominate and abhor. This is
the abuse of music; and here I register my protest against all
such corruptions in the worship of the Author of Christianity”
[Clarke’s Commentary, Vol. IV., p. 686].

Martin Luther called the organ “an ensign of Baal” (McClintock & Strong’s Encyclopedia, “Music,” Vol. VI., p. 762).
John Knox called the organ “a ‘kist’ (chest) of whistles”
(McClintock & Strong’s Encyclopedia, “Music,” Vol. VI., p.
762). Charles H. Spurgeon, well-known Baptist preacher who
preached before 20,000 weekly in the Metropolitan Baptist
Tabernacle in London, England, did not have musical instruments in the worship (M. C. Kurfees, Instrumental Music in
the Worship, p. 196). John Calvin, one of the founders of the
Presbyterian Church said:
Musical instruments in celebrating the praises of God would
be no more suitable than the burning of incense, the lighting of lamps, the restoration of the other shadows of the law.
The Papists, therefore, have foolishly borrowed this, as well
as many other things, from the Jews (John Calvin’s Commentary, Thirty-third Psalm).

The foregoing references came from: Why I Am A Member of
the Church of Christ, by Leroy Brownlow, pp. 180-181.

15

6. What difference does it make? Ignoring the authority
of God’s Word in even one area is a serious matter. Consider how that Nadab and Abihu offered strange fire unto God
[i.e., that which God did not authorize], and they were smitten with death by God (Lev. 10:1-2). One’s attitude toward
mechanical instrumental music in the worship reveals his or
her attitude toward Biblical authority, and thus, toward God.
We are to fear God and keep His commandments. This is the
whole duty of man (Ecc. 12:13). Our reverence toward God
and His Word demands that we do only that which He authorizes for us to do in His Word, and nothing else. This includes
not only the worship, but all areas of life (marriage, divorce,
remarriage—Mat. 19:4-6, 9; providing for one’s family—1
Tim. 5:8; all areas of dress, speech, attitude, action, morality, etc.—1 Tim. 4:12; 2 Tim. 2:22; Gal. 5:19-24). We cannot glorify God and do otherwise. “For ye are bought with
a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your
spirit, which are God’s” (1 Cor. 6:20).
7. Otter Creek is scheduled to introduce mechanical instruments of music into Sunday worship by September. Once
people get on the road to apostasy there will be no turning
back, unless they repent, confess their sin, and turn from it
and unto God (Acts 8:22-24; Rev. 2:14-16; 1 John 1:9). This
will not be the end of their road of apostasy from God, unless they do repent. Any at Otter Creek who may still love
God and the truth must come out from among them, if they
value their eternal souls (2 Cor. 6:17-18). Remember how Jeroboam the son of Nebat led Israel into sin (cf. 1 Kings 12).
Otter Creek is following Jeroboam. They have consulted with
a false teacher in Texas and their preacher is a false teacher.
Jesus taught that by their fruits they are known (Mat. 7:1520). Whenever a man or a congregation listens to men over
God, then they are headed down the path of destruction. Let
us be like the apostles, who boldly declared: “We ought to
obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).
gfgfgfgfgfgfgfg

The following is a report about the March 6, 2015 article
by Heidi Hall of The Nashville Tennessean in which she announced that the Otter Creek Church of Christ would be take
a “radical step” by adding mechanical instruments of music
to their collective worship—a “radical step” “by Church of
Christ standards: Allowing musical instruments into one of its
Sunday services.”
She pointed out that it had taken months for the “leadership team” of “the 1800-member” church in Brentwood to
determine the “strategy” to accomplish their goal and many
more months in “implementing it.”
In the article Hall wrote that, “About 20 of 12,000
Churches of Christ congregations nationwide offer instrumental music, said Carl H. Royster, author of a survey published by Nashville-based 21st Century Christian.”
She reported that a “handful started making the change
about a decade ago — including popular megachurch leader
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Max Lucado’s Oak Hills Church in San Antonio, Texas —
some facing backlash from other congregations.”
She also pointed out that “even now, 13 years after The
Branch — a multicampus Church of Christ congregation in
Dallas — introduced instrumental music, Google searches on
it and senior minister Chris Seidman yield scathing denunciations.”
Furthermore, she recorded, “A lot of churches from our
heritage cut us off,” said Seidman, who Otter Creek leaders
consulted leading up to this week’s announcement. “But the
larger Churches of Christ — they were actually very firm in
embracing us,” Hall reported.
She also wrote that,
The commitment to a cappella dates back to the faith’s emergence in the 1800s Restoration Movement. Churches of Christ
don’t consider themselves a denomination since there’s no
central hierarchy, but from the beginning, autonomous congregations shared a commitment to simplicity and mirroring
first-century Christians. That included not purchasing organs
or organizing bands.

In the article Hall tells her readers that,
Scriptural citations backing the a cappella tradition include a
passage in Ephesians about singing hymns and making music
in the heart, but Otter Creek’s preaching and teaching minister, Josh Graves, said church history is a stronger influence.

In the article Hall further quotes Josh Graves, saying, “A
cappella is like Latin,” ... “It is beautiful, it speaks to people
at a certain level, but the problem is that a lot of people don’t
speak Latin. What people in the Churches of Christ call instrumental music, other people just call music. It’s English.”
Hall reported that Graves declared that Otter Creek’s decision to use mechanical instruments of music in worship is
because “in Music City, its appeal is undeniable.” Graves also
said “there’s no intention of alienating other congregations —
only of better connecting to Nashville and Brentwood communities,” Hall wrote.
Hall also pointed out that,
Otter Creek, where the congregation’s average age is 27,
already has experimented with instrumental music with a
Wednesday Vespers service; young adult, children’s ministry,
and student ministry gatherings; and special worship for Good
Friday, Christmas and other holidays.

She also quoted Graves saying, “One of the two Sunday
services will feature instruments by September.”
—704 Azalea Drive
Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474

"Selfishness is the greatest
curse of the human race."
—William E. Gladstone—
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SOMETIMES LOVE HURTS
Bruce Stulting
One of the greatest things that God gave to man is love.
It can take man to the highest of joy. The number of songs
and poems written on the subject demonstrates how important love is in our lives. Someone has gone so far as to say
that “Love is what makes the world go around.”
As great as love is, there is a down side. Sometimes love
hurts. If you don’t believe me, just ask someone who has been
dumped by their first love or a parent who has lost a child to
an accident or illness. Those who go through such grief often
find it hard to continue living. The reason for such emotional
grief is love. Think of the grief of our Heavenly Father, when
he “gave his only begotten son” (John.3:16). After all, “But
God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). The fact
that love can be the source of the greatest joy and the greatest
grief is one of the greatest conundrums of all time.
Another reason that love sometimes hurts is corrective
discipline. Most if not all have heard of a father who said,
“This is going to hurt me more than it’s going to hurt you.”
Furthermore, most if not all have heard a child argue this
point. The fact is, the father is talking about emotional pain
and the child is talking about physical pain. In this regard, the
writer of Hebrews stated,

you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:
For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,and scourgeth
every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God
dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the
father chasteneth not? (Heb. 12:5-7).

Unfortunately, society (and even some in the Lord’s
church) believe that physical punishment of a child is abusive and motivated by hate. The folly of this perversion of
love is easily seen in the effect it has had on society (especially in our schools). Those who withhold corrective
discipline really don’t love their child. In fact, all who are
without corrective discipline are considered fatherless and
not sons at all. Remember, “He that spareth his rod hateth
his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes”
(Pro. 13:24).
Yes, sometimes love hurts. Often that pain is unfortunate, but, at other times it is necessary. Don’t avoid corrective discipline because of the pain that it brings. Whether you
are on the giving or receiving end, be sure that it is always
understood that it is done in love for the greatest good of all.
—925 Fish Hatchery Rd
Huntsville, TX 77320

And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto
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A STARK REMINDER THAT THE LORD IS SERIOUS WHEN IT COMES TO OBEDIENCE
Author Unkown

If ever there was a man with good intentions, it was Uzzah. Not a name frequently mentioned in Holy verse, Uzzah
was accompanying the ark of the covenant as it was being
transferred from Kirjath-jearim to Jerusalem according to
King David’s instructions. We pick up then with the Bible
account:
And David arose, and went with all the people that were
with him, from Baale-judah, to bring up from thence the
ark of God, which is called by the Name, even the name of
Jehovah of hosts that sitteth above the cherubim. And they
set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of
the house of Abinadab that was in the hill: and Uzzah and
Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart. And they
brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was in the
hill, with the ark of God: and Ahio went before the ark.
And David and all the house of Israel played before Jehovah with all manner of instruments made of fir-wood, and
with harps, and with psalteries, and with timbrels, and
with castanets, and with cymbals. And when they came to
the threshing-floor of Nacon, Uzzah put forth his hand to
the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen stumbled.
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And the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Uzzah; and
God smote him there for his error; and there he died by
the ark of God (2 Sam 6:2-7).

Specific instructions concerning transportation of the ark
were set forth in God’s law (Num. 4). No place in Scripture was there anything that might remotely be construed
as qualifying Uzzah to touch the ark. However, we freely
admit that no where in God’s Word do we find an explicit
prohibition reading, “Uzzah, you shall not touch or steady
the ark.” You might think Uzzah’s crime to be petty, or of
no consequence. God’s anger was “kindled against Uzzah,”
and he was smitten of the Lord. Uzzah pays for his sin by
death. Some would no doubt ask, “Where does God forbid
Uzzah to touch the ark?” What man thinks is insignificant
may very well be important in the sight of our almighty God.
The account of Uzzah teaches us that indeed, that which is
unauthorized is prohibited.
—From the San Mateo, CA Church of Christ Bulletin
Johnny Oxendine, Editor
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HOW IS PEPPERDINE ANY DIFFERENT?
THOUGHTS ON AVOIDING DOCTRINE
Johnny Oxendine
Pepperdine University, a California college affiliated with the
Church of Christ, announced Tuesday that it would begin accepting applications for a scholarship to be awarded to students “whose academic or personal involvement has demonstrated a commitment to the health of the LGBT community,”
according to a press release.

These were the words on the pages of the February
14, 2013 edition of Advocate.com, a pro homosexual publication, describing what has become the last stone to be
pulled from the cornerstone of what had been thought of as
a church of Christ affiliated university. The rest of the article
says what one might expect, and none of this is a great wonder as Pepperdine University has, for decades now, pranced
with the devil through the acceptance of false teachers, false
doctrine, and denominational concepts and practices.
We mentioned earlier this year of their invitation extended to a now openly declared denominational lesbian
who had been a former student. She now wears tattoos and
curses during her “sermons” for her “church.” Is it any wonder that the school is now offering a scholarship in promotion of the homosexual community lifestyle?
The question is not how it all went wrong, but rather,
how is it any different from congregations today that continue to dabble in this stream of error without any consideration of the resonant effects and consequences. Worse are
those brethren who don’t know any better than to engage
in fellowship with these people, seeing no real distinction
between truth and error. Those who think words and actions
mean nothing are going to be right there with Pepperdine on
the Day of Judgment, wondering how it all began.
We recently got an email from a sound gospel preacher telling of the oddest invitation he had received in some

time: to become a deacon under elders whom he and his son
were in the processing of correcting (or, attempting to correct) on the subject of marriage, divorce, and remarriage.
They (the elders) did not see the differences on that doctrinal
matter as a detriment to their, or any one else’s, salvation. It
just seemed to be something they could let go, one way or
the other.
Senator Ted Cruz chided the GOP members of the US
Senate and possible GOP presidential candidates for not
taking a more forceful stance for freedom of religion in the
recent cases involving laws passed in Indiana and Arkansas. The governors of those states walked back the laws that
would strengthen those freedoms because of economic pressures from companies and the vocal mobs of the left-winged
fascists. Only Senator Cruz voiced an angry response to the
mob mentality that has come to represent “tolerance” in today’s world.
Brethren who do not see any difference between the
Lord’s church and the Christian Church, or who think that
intent in marriage is a valid defense to allow for divorce, or
who teach the baptism of the Holy Spirit (or Holy Spirit baptism) as a contemporary doctrinal position are driving down
the same freeway as those early pioneers heading to Pepperdine. The thrill of accreditation meant much more than any
defense of the truth.
We need to be “set for the defense of the gospel” (Philippians 1:17), not sitting on the outside wondering how it all
came to pass, as no doubt some at Pepperdine are now doing.
— P.O. Box 5026
San Mateo, Ca. 94402
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(Continued From Page 2)

It is not unheard of in some congregations for one elder to
approach someone (sometimes the preacher) and set forth a judgment or a whole program of works so as to make it appear that this
was the official decision of the eldership. When any elder pulls
such an unscriptural stunt the other elders need to deal accordingly
with such a candidate for “the office of Diotrephes.” While we
scripturally oppose the false teachers who would take all proper
scriptural authority away from faithful elderships, let us be fully
aware that there are modern-day Diotrephes who are ever nearby
and ready to become “the factious Bishop” over the rest of the elders and thereby exercise a radical “one man rule” over the whole
congregation.
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Brethren, “the buck stops with the eldership!” We can complain
about liberal preachers and unfaithful members from now until
doomsday, but God has charged the elders of each congregation
with the responsibility of, first of all, taking heed to themselves
and then, and only then, taking heed to all the congregation where
they serve as elders (Acts 20:28). Elders “watch for your souls, as
they that must give account” (Heb. 13:17). God said it; and while
it would be best if all of us, especially elders, believed it, such is
settled whether we believe it or not (John 12:48)!

—David P. Brown, Editor
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DEVIATIONS FROM THE TRUTH
Roelf L. Ruffner
THE FALSE RELIGION OF CONVENIENCE

“Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves
of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to
go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt” (1 Kin. 12:28).
About 950 B.C. God caused the kingdom of ancient
Israel to be divided into two parts: the Northern Kingdom,
known as Israel, later Samaria, and the Southern Kingdom
of Judah. Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, was made king of
the Judah and Jeroboam I became king of Israel.
Jeroboam I turned against the promises of God concerning his kingdom (cf. 1 Kin. 11:29-38) and schemed to separate the people from Jerusalem, the center of the worship of
Jehovah. He knew that the temple in Jerusalem was the center of Hebrew worship: rituals, feast days, the priesthood, the
Ark of the Covenant, animal sacrifices, offerings, etc. He set
up in his own devious mind a man-made religion—the worship of the golden image of a calf—in the cities of Dan and
Bethel. He even proclaimed a new feast day for the apostate
religion which followed one month after the Feast of Tabernacles which had been ordained by the Law of Moses (Lev.
23:33-43). He reason for all this was CONVENIENCE.
Why go uphill to Jerusalem to worship when you could go
to nearby Dan or Bethel?
Convenience in the God-ordained religion of Christianity is the mother of apostasy. Consider the following hypothetical statements:
“It is more convenient for us to sprinkle or pour water on
the head of someone rather than to immerse them.” The root
of the anglicized word baptize is “to immerse, submerge, or
to dip.” (Vines, p. 50). In New Testament times all penitent
sinners who desired forgiveness of their sins (Acts 2:37) and
to enter the kingdom (John 3:3,5) were “buried” with Jesus
Christ in the waters of baptism (Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12) for the
remission of their sins (Acts 2:38). Sprinkling or pouring
came along much later in history to fulfill man’s desire to
make baptism “convenient” for infants and the dying.
“It is more convenient for us to partake of the Lord’s
Supper once a quarter rather than every Sunday.” Many denominations use this excuse for not partaking of the Lord’s
Supper every Sunday. The Lord Jesus commanded His followers to remember His death by the observance of this act of
worship (Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:18-26). The Holy Spirit
and the beloved physician, Luke, recorded an approved example of the early church partaking of the Lord’s Supper on
Sunday in the New Testament (Acts 20:7). They met every
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Sunday and participated in this act of worship along with
other acts of worship. “Now concerning the collection for
the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so do you
also. On the first day of every week each one of you is to
put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come” (NASB, 1 Cor. 16:2—italics
for emphasis mine RLR).
But did the early Christians understand that they were
to partake every Sunday? Under the Law of Moses the Hebrews understood that they were to observe the Sabbath every week, not once a quarter or even once a month. They
correctly inferred as much from the Fourth Commandment:
“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy” (Exo. 20:8).
It may not seem convenient to the fleshly man for the church
of Christ to remember the Lord’s death every Sunday. Yet it
was also not convenient for our Lord to die for our sins on
the cross. But His love for the Father and us compelled Him
to do so. “Therefore doth my Father love me, because I
lay down my life, that I might take it again” (John 10:17).
“It is more convenient for me to attend a church nearby
(Even an apostate one!), than to drive to a sound church a
few miles further away.” As I recall the Ethiopian treasurer
traveled over 1,000 miles one way to worship God in Jerusalem. He could have cut his trip by one third the distance by
worshipping at the polytheistic Jewish temple on Elephantine Island in Egypt. But he chose the inconvenient. God
blessed him by sending him the evangelist Philip to preach
unto him “Jesus” (Acts 8:35).
Many brethren today know that the congregation they
attend is apostate but they “hang on” because of CONVENIENCE. Their worship is not “in spirit and in truth” (John
4:24). It is “vain” or useless worship (Mat. 15:9). Brethren,
the salvation of our souls cost Christ His own life. What has
it cost us to be faithful to Him? “Confirming the souls of
the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith,
and that we must through much tribulation enter into
the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22 – Paul & Barnabas).
“It is more convenient to fellowship someone in religious error than to teach them the truth.” This may not be an
exact wording but it shows us the ungodly sentiment many
brethren have toward the Gospel. Some brethren openly fellowship those in denominations and their false teachers; acting as if sinners are fellow saints though they know better
(Mat. 7:21; 2 John 9-11). Others rub elbows with sinners
every day in their daily lives (jobs, sporting activities, clubs,
school activities, etc.), acting as if nothing is amiss in these
lives and failing to use this God-given opportunity to show
19

them from the Bible the Truth. This is sin! “Therefore to
him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it
is sin” (Jam. 4:17). And, brethren, I must confess that in the
past I have been as guilty as anyone else of committing this
later sin. The false religion of CONVENIENCE touches us
all. “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be
ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh
you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and
fear” (1 Pet. 3:15).
Vines’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Editors: W.E.
Vine, Merrill F. Under, William White Jr., Nashville, TN: Thomas
Nelson, Inc., 1985.

“LITTLE CHILDREN, KEEP
YOURSELVES FROM IDOLS” (1 John 5:21).
The Roman Catholic Church is a collector of many artifacts from antiquity. They have many rare and priceless
paintings, statues and works of art, even from the time before
the birth of Christ. In the past, they declared certain objects,
assumed to be associated with Bible times, to be venerated
and worthy of worship: pieces of Christ’s cross, mummified
hand of John the Baptist, vials of Mary’s breast milk, the
spear that was thrust in Jesus side, and various and as sundry items from Catholic “saints.” Cathedrals have been built
around these items and millions make pilgrimages to see
them and worship them. For several years, many Catholics
and non-Catholics have increasingly turned their attention to
the Shroud of Turin as a possible artifact of veneration.
The Shroud of Turin is a large rectangular woven cloth, approximately 14 ft by 3.5 ft. It appears to show the front and
rear images of a naked man and is alleged by some to be
the burial cloth of Jesus Christ. It is owned by the Catholic
Church and stored in the cathedral of St. John the Baptist in
Turin, Italy, hence its name. It is rarely on display to the public. While some Christians vouch for its authenticity, many do
not. Even the Vatican will not say it's authentic, which is in
itself instructive.

When a picture is taken of the shroud, the negative gives
the shadowy impression of a naked man whose face looks
remarkably similar to many modern day pictures and painting of Jesus. Yet no one knows what Jesus looked like and
ALL are products of various artists’ imaginations. Countless
tests have been run on this cloth and all seem to conflict with
each other. Radiocarbon dating shows it was manufactured
sometime in the 14th Century A.D. That makes it almost
1,300 years too late to be associated with the crucifixion of
Jesus. But the argument continues to rage on between supporters of the shroud and its skeptics who maintain that it
is a fraud. Yet rarely in the arguments is the only historical
source existing about the burial of Jesus Christ—the New
Testament—consulted.
The burial cloth of Jesus is referred to six times in the
New Testament: Matthew 17:59, Mark 15:45-46, Luke
23:53, Luke 24:12, John 19:38-40 and John 20:5-7. In the
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gospel account of Matthew and Luke the word “wrapped”
or entylíssō—“to roll up, wrapped together” (Thayer, 688) is
used to describe what Joseph of Arimaethea and Nicodemus
did to prepare the lifeless body of Jesus for burial, using a
clean linen cloth. John goes further in his account and states,
“Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in the
linen clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews
is to bury” (John 19:40). “Wound it in the linen clothes” or
“bound it in linen clothes” (ASV). This is similar to how
Lazarus was laid to rest. “And he that was dead came
forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes…” (John
11:44). In both cases the cloth was wrapped around the body
or even in cloth strips not too dissimilar to the wrapping of
an Egyptian mummy.
Yet the negative image of the Shroud of Turin clearly
implies that the linen cloth was placed directly on top and on
the bottom of the body in a horizontal position. This does not
match the burial method described in the New Testament.
Whoever concocted this fraud knew what they were doing,
but they did not know the New Testament.
Jesus Christ’s body was treated in much the same manner at His burial as it was at His birth. “And she brought
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling
clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no
room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:12). And at His resurrection that burial cloth (wound in with 100 lbs. of waxy,
aromatic spices—John 19:39-40) was lying empty in place
like a cocoon, the face covering or napkin neatly wrapped
up by itself (John 20:5-7). Further proof that Jesus’ body had
not been stolen nor did He “swoon” in the tomb but was
resurrected by the power of God. Even in His grave clothes
my Lord showed Himself the master of detail and undeniable truth. Our Lord even left His grave clothes behind as
one of the “many infallible proofs” (Acts 1:3) that He had
risen from the dead. These “proofs” are recorded for us in
the New Testament so we might believe (John 20:30-31).
“Then went in also that other disciple, which came first
to the sepulcher, and he saw, and believed” (John 20:8).
http://www.sillybeliefs.com/shroud.html as of March 6, 2015.
Joseph Henry Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1977.

A STUDY IN CONTRAST
Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God (1
Cor. 6:9,10 – NKJV).

On Sunday evening, February 22, 2015 the Bellview
church of Christ in Pensacola, Florida, had their marquee
sign vandalized with paint, and then in a separate attack,
most of the letters were removed (all was caught on a surveillance camera). What offended these vandals so much
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that they did this deed? The sign read: “Will Not Inherit The
Kingdom of God: Homosexuals.” Apparently God’s word
offended them and caused them to decide to persecute our
brethren.
I know the brethren at Bellview. I have spoken there
many times and have supporters there. The eldership, brethren Paul Brantley and Michael Hatcher, are not tepid folk.
Brother Hatcher’s interview with a television reporter was
revealing:
Hatcher says the church won’t stop putting messages on the
board, whether they’re deemed controversial by the public or
not. “No, because God’s word isn’t going to change. People
might try to change the sign and what it says. They can try
and destroy it. But they can’t destroy Gods word.” Now the
church says the sign was scheduled to come down on Monday or Tuesday anyway. But as we’ve shown you, they’ve replaced it with the same message, and plan on letting it stay for
another two weeks.

As state earlier, I know these brethren and they do not
compromise God’s word, whether it is the issue of elder
re-evaluation/reaffirmation or the issue of homosexuality.
Our dying world needs to hear and obey the word of God!
“O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord” (Jer.
22:29).
We all know how the homosexual agenda is being forced
upon our country, gay or unnatural marriage in particular.
Bible believing people are being bullied and persecuted for
simply obeying the word of God. But so was Jesus! He never
compromised His message or “toned it down.” He eventually was tortured and died a horrifying death for the word of
God.
I received notification from Lipscomb University’s College of Bible and Ministry of their “Youth Ministry Conference” on March 3, 2015.
Join us for an important discussion regarding sexual identity,
sexual abuse, shame and youth ministry. You will learn to address these vital topics pastorally, biblically, and practically.
With Dr. Mark Yarhouse and Dr. Beth Robinson as featured
keynotes, this conference will bless your ministry with young
adults.

Knowing LU’s reputation for disregarding the Word of
God for the opinions of men I read further. My suspicions
were confirmed. The conference dealt with the issue of homosexuality but not the way Bellview did. Notice the contrast:
“Sexual Identity and the Youth Minister:
Walking with LGBT Youth”
This session will provide the youth minister with important
background information on sexual identity. We will review
what we know and do not know about sexual identity, its development and synthesis as well as some of the challenges
facing youth ministers who wish to speak into a young person’s life today.
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“The Bible and Gay/Lesbian Issues Parts 1 & 2”
This class will provide a broad overview of the biblical texts
that mention homosexuality and discuss how those texts are
interpreted by Christians and scholars. You will learn different
nuances of the text that are contained in the original language,
cultural backgrounds, historical setting and more.

Do you whiff “the speech of Ashdod” (Neh. 13:24) in
this putrid excuse for “teaching” inherent in this conference?
Nashville, TN, home of Lipscomb University, is a hotbed
of sodomite/lesbian activity. I imagine LU would also face
vandalism if they taught God’s truth on this issue. Yet this
is a seminar for spiritual pacifists. They will dilute the clear
teaching of the Holy Bible for the opinions of men. They do
not want to get in trouble with their community. “I know thy
works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou
wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth”
(Rev. 3:15,16).
Religious liberalism/progressivism such as LU exhibits
will never save a field mouse. It has taken over men’s hearts
and even congregations of our Lord. Now it has captured
most of our “Christian” colleges. I dare say it is the “spirit
of anti-christ—the spirit of error” (1 John 4:1-6). Note the
contrast between the Godly actions of the Bellview congregation and the feeble attempt at relevancy by LU. LU has left
its first love—the Truth. Bellview is defending that Truth in
love.
Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou
hast left thy first love. Remember therefore from whence
thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else
I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent” (Rev. 2:4,5).

Do LU and the brethren who still support it have even one
candlestick left?
http://www.weartv.com/news/features/top-stories/stories/controversal-church-sign-vandalized-55622.shtml#.VPG9vsJdVIy as of
February 28, 2015
http://www.lipscomb.edu/bible/ym-schedule as of February 28,
2015

LET YOUR WEEPING TURN TO JOY
For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn
away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto
fables (2 Tim. 4:3-4).

By nature I am an optimist. I try to see the good in men
as well as the evil. The Holy Bible reveals that Jesus will put
evil in its place when He returns (1 Cor. 15:25). Yet I weep
when I consider the moral, ethical and spiritual slide our
country and the Lord’s church has undergone in the last generation or two. A case in point is the wholesale acceptance
of the sin of homosexuality by the United States of America.
I don’t have to remind you how sexual deviants have de21

manded and received special rights from all branches of our
government. Most states now have been FORCED by tyrannical state and federal judges to accept unnatural marriage.
Associate Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg proclaimed that the
acceptance of such unnatural marriage is inevitable by the
U.S. Supreme Court. President Obama’s State Department
is about to appoint an open homosexual as a special U.S.
ambassador to the world for LGBT (Lesbian-Gay-BisexualTransgendered) “rights.” I could go on and on. It is like an
avalanche. Speaking of the patriarch Lot’s life in ancient Sodom Peter writes, “For that righteous man dwelling among
them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from
day to day with their unlawful deeds” (2 Peter 2:8). Is the
Christian too far removed from that scenario?
In Franklin, Tennessee, north of where I live, on January 11, 2015 the Gracepointe Church, a so-called “megachurch,” declared that they would now accept practicing
homosexuals as members or “full sacramental LGBT inclusion.” This includes weddings and baptisms. The liberal anti-Bible media rejoiced. “Pastor” Stan Mitchell claimed this
decision did not come quickly but after two years of “intense
discussion.” He also said, “I’m sure I sense the presence of
God…” In other words they took a poll and saw which way
the wind of public opinion was blowing, especially among
the all important young millennial group with their deep
pockets. Apparently God and His Word were not consulted
(cf. 2 The. 2:11, 12).
Not to be outdone, the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee
or the Tennessee branch of the Presbyterian Church USA
voted on January 12th to pass an amendment to change the
church’s definition of marriage to include unnatural or gay
marriage. Again God’s Word was not consulted for the divine definition of marriage:
And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read,
that he which made them at the beginning made them
male and female, And said, For this cause shall a man
leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and
they twain shall be one flesh? (Mat. 19:4, 5).

Unnatural or homosexual marriage goes against the
will of God for humanity and the institution of the home (cf.
Rom. 1:26-27).
But what are the church of Christ and the faithful child
of God to do? Do we draw inward in horror and resignation?
No! Rather, all these absurdities and heresies give Christians
an opportunity to shine. For example, we have the opportunity to show others the absurdity of man-made religion.
If these religious organizations do not believe God’s word
about marriage and human sexuality then they may also not
believe what the Bible teaches about the divinity of Jesus,
salvation, church organization, authorized worship, morality,
etc. If we can show others the ungodliness of their church’s
position on gay marriage surely we can show them other ungodly things they hold to! Light always shines brightest in
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the darkness, whether spiritual or physical.
Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill
cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it
under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light
unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven (Mat. 5:14-16).

Yet with that moral and spiritual light also comes persecution (cf. Luke 6:22; John 15:18,20; Acts 5:40-41). We
must not seek out persecution nor should we be overly cautious. Forces from the pit of Hell are behind homosexual
marriage as well as any other false doctrine. Ground that
Satan has won (and he has won a lot recently!) will not be
given up easily.
This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall
come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of
those that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God (2 Tim. 3:1-4).

Are we ready to go that extra mile for the Lord and the
Truth? Will we seize the opportunity the forces of darkness
have inadvertently given us and use it to the glory of Christ?
Will we generously proclaim the Good News to the most
hardened sinner (homosexual or heterosexual) and allow
them the chance to obey it and gain redemption or wrathfully reject it and face perdition? “For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest
ye be wearied and faint in your minds. Ye have not yet
resisted unto blood, striving against sin” (Heb. 12:3,4). As
a preacher once told me, “A faithful Christian and his Bible
can lick the devil.”
http://www.tennessean.com/story/news/religion/2015/01/12/
church-votes-yes-gay-marriage/21648615/ as of February 16,
2015.
http://www.charismanews.com/opinion/watchman-on-thewall/48289-megachurch-pastor-prayerfully-allows-gays-intoleadership as of February 16, 2015.
http://gracepointe.net/2015/02/07/wednesday-dialogue-thechurch-full-sacramental-lgbt-inclusion/ as of February 16, 2015.
http://www.frc.org/updatearticle/20150217/questioning-ginsburg
as of February 18, 2015

—2530 Moore Court Dr.
Columbia, TN 38401

ME” is always at the bottom of all
sin. One little word M–E. It may
spell drink, lust, pride, covetousness, self-will; but it is some form of
“me.”—Anonymous
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THE 2015 SPRING CHURCH OF CHRIST CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH LECTURESHIP

GOD, THE BIBLE, AND CHRISTIAN CONDUCT
Elders: Kenneth D. Cohn and Buddy Roth
David P. Brown, Lectureship Director

NO BOOK WAS PRINTED FOR THE 2015 LECTURESHIP
The lectures are archived at www.churchesofchirst.com for your viewing convenience.
Audio and video recordings of the entire lectureship are available in CD (MP3), DVD, and Blu-ray formats. CD set: $10.00
(7.25% tax added to Texas residents) plus S&H; DVD (standard definition) set: $20.00 plus S&H; Blu-ray (high definition)
set: $30.00 plus S&H. Order From: Contending for the Faith, P. O. Box 2357, Spring, TX 77383.

Without God there is no Objective Absolute Moral Standard—Michael Hatcher
Civil Government and Morality —Dub McClish
Dishonesty—Wayne Blake
Homosexuality—Geoff Litke
Dancing and Immodest Apparel—Andy Hastings
God’s Institution of Marriage—Mark Townsend
Divorce and Remarriage— Bruce Stulting
Domestic Violence—John West
Abortion—Philip Schrei
Beverage Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drug Use—Michael Hatcher
Gambling—Eric Paluka
Pornography, Pedophilia, and Sexual Immorality—Dub McClish
fefefefefefefefefefefefe

Visit Scripturecache.com…

Exposition, Exegesis, and Commentary on a
variety of Bible Topics and Passages

Over the past half-century-plus I have had the opportunity to write hundreds of articles and manuscripts. My
late beloved wife, Lavonne, and our son, Andy, have written a considerable body of material as well. These documents treating various Bible and Bible-related subjects total several thousand pages.

Dub McClish
Lavonne McClish
Andy McClish
At the urging of others, we are making these materials more widely available than possible by printed media.
Through our Website, these are accessible at no charge to Bible students everywhere. If the things we have written help even one person to a better understanding of the Sacred Text and to a closer relationship with its Divine
Author, we will feel amply rewarded. Please visit scripturecache.com soon. —Dub McClish
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Contending For The Faith
P. O. Box 2357
Spring, Texas 77383-2357

DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
-Colorado-

-Oklahoma-

Denver–Piedmont Church of Christ, 1602 S. Parker Rd. Ste. 109, Denver,
CO 80231, Sunday: 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. www.piedmontcoc.
net, Lester Kamp, evangelist. (720) 535-5807.

Porum–Church of Christ, 8 miles South of I-40 at Hwy 2, Warner exit.
Sun. 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Lawson, evangelist, email:
allenlawson@earth-comm.com.

-EnglandCambridgeshire–Cambridge City Church of Christ, meeting at The
Manor Community College, Arbury Rd., Cambridge, CB4 2JF. Sun.,
Bible Study--10:30 a.m., Worship-- 11:30 a.m.; Tue. Bible Study--7:30
p.m. www.CambridgeCityCoC.org.uk. Keith Sisman, Gospel Preacher.
Contacts: Keith Sisman [By phone inside USA (281) 475-8247; Inside
the U.K.: Cambridge (England): 01223-911243]; Alternative Cambridge
contacts: Joan Moulton - 01223-210101; Postal/mailing Address - PO BOX
1, Ramsey Huntingdon, PE26 2YZ United Kingdom

-FloridaOcoee–Ocoee Church of Christ, 2 East Magnolia Street, Ocoee, FL 34761.
Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. David Hartbarger,
Evangelist, (407) 656-2516.
Pensacola–Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Field Road, Pensacola,
FL 32526, Sun. 9:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Michael
Hatcher, evangelist, (850) 455-7595.

-MontanaHelena–Mountain View Church of Christ, 1400 Joslyn Street, Helena,
Mt. 59601, Sun.: 10:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., Matt
Bidmead (406) 461-9199.
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-South CarolinaBelvedere (Greater Augusta, Georgia Area)–Church of Christ, 535
Clearwater Road, Belvedere, SC 29841,www.belvederechurchofchrist.
org; e-mail belvecoc@gmail.com, (8-3) 442-6388, Sun.: 10:00 a.m., 11:00
a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., Evangelist: Ken Chumbley (803)279-8663

TexasDenton area–Northpoint Church of Christ, 4224 N. I-35 (Greenway Plaza,
just north of Cracker Barrel). Mailing address: 4224 N. I-35, Denton, TX
76207. E-mail: northpointcoc@hotmail.com. Website: www.northpointcoc.
com. Sunday: 9:30, 10:30, 1:00; Wednesday 7:00. Contact: Dub McClish:
(940) 387-1429; dubmcclish@gmail.com.
Evant–Evant Church of Christ, 310 West Brooks Drive, Evant, TX 76525.
Office: (254) 471-5705; Jess Whitlock, evangelist (254) 471-5717.
Houston area–Spring Church of Christ, 1327 Spring Cypress, P.O. Box
39, Spring, TX 77383, (281) 353-2707. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 1:30
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., David P. Brown, evangelist. Home of the Spring
Contending for the Faith Lectures, and the internet school, Truth Bible
Institute. www.churchesofchrist.com.
Huntsville–1380 Fish Hatchery Rd. Huntsville, TX 77320. Sun. 9 a. m.,
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (936) 438-8202.
Richwood–1600 Brazosport, Richwood, TX. Sun. 9:30; 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.,
Wed. 7 p.m. (979) 265-4256.
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