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FOR THOSE WHO LOVE THE TRUTH AND HATE ERROR

GUNS AND THE BIBLE
Kenneth D. Cohn
A guiding principle in the life of the faithful Christian
is that every thought or action be authorized by the last will
and testament of Jesus Christ (Col. 3:17). Therefore, all actions must have authority from Jesus Christ. Likewise, if the
organization of any religious institution or the doctrine by
and in which that institution abides, falls short of, or goes
beyond, the gospel of Christ rightly divided (2 Tim. 2:15),
that is an institution that is acting without the authority of
Jesus Christ.
In the debate respecting whether the Christian has a
“right” to possess (i.e., is authorized by the New Testament
to possess) a firearm, there are two things to consider. First,
does the Bible authorize one to possess a weapon (and having such authority, may one rightly use it as its design and
purpose would allow)? If it does, then this is a biblically established “right.” Second, is this biblically established right
recognized by our government? Let us consider the second point first. It should be clearly understood that the first
ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution do not establish
“rights,” but merely protect pre-existing rights. The Declaration of Independence recognized this fact when it speaks
of the rights “to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s
God entitle them.” On this premise, this document further
declared “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,… That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted among Men… .” During

the period 1776 through 1787, the U.S. operated under the
Articles of Confederation (actually 1781). But it had many
weaknesses, chief among these was the inability to regulate
commerce between and among the states, and to raise revenue from taxation. Therefore, delegates from the various
states met in Philadelphia ostensibly to amend the Articles,
but they, in fact, drafted a wholly new constitution to replace
the Articles, going far beyond their mandate for meeting.
The delegates, however, were fearful of investing too
much power in a central government. This fear had its basis
in history (e.g., King George III), and in the propensity for
humankind to usurp power and to rule as a despot (cf. Rom.
3:23). Therefore, the U.S. Constitution was designed to establish a form of government that allowed it
to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity… .

It is interesting to note that one purpose of the Constitution was to “provide for the common defense,” not to provide for the individual defense. In order to limit the power
of a central government and the concomitant abuse, three
branches of government were established, with checks by
one on the other, so-called checks and balances. This threebranch form of government is not without Biblical precedence (cf. Isa. 33:22). Nothing is said in the body of the
(Continued Middle of Page 19)
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Job declared, “Man that is born of a woman is of few
days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower,
and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not” (Job 14:1, 2). Writing on the same topic the Psalmist wrote, “The days of our years are threescore years and
ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years,
yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut
off, and we fly away” (Psa. 90:10). In the New Testament,
James also wrote of the brevity and uncertainty of life when
he penned, “For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that
appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away”
(Jam. 4:14).
From my teenage years, I have seriously believed and
preached the sentiments of the inspired writers afore quoted,
urging those to whom I preached to recognize the same and
conduct themselves accordingly. At age 17, I had no more
assurance of tomorrow than I do today at age 69. However,
the normal life span of man as set out Psalms 90:10 points
out that at best the years ahead for me are much less than
those gone before. Be that as it may, regardless of people’s
chronological age, it is very difficult to get them to realize
what a slender and brittle thread binds us to this physical
realm. Moreover, that in order to be successful in life, however brief or long it may be, they must be steadfastly, thoroughly, consistently, and with regularity setting their affections on things above and not on this earth. But, in order to
do that they must learn that “the conclusion of the whole
matter” is to “fear God, and keep his commandments:
for this is the whole duty of man” (Ecc. 12:13).
Well do I remember John C., a fellow graduate of my
1964 high school senior class. Along with most of our class,
we had started the first grade together and we graduated
from high school together. In our senior year, John sat behind me in our last “study hall” of high school. That summer John would dive off of the Little Missouri River bridge
into shallow water, breaking his neck when he struck bottom with his head. Thus, he become a quadriplegic. It would
only be a few months until he died—still a teenager, but not
a Christian. That sad event was over 51 years ago. Thus,
following John’s death, my life in the flesh has continued
longer by almost three of John’s physical life spans. But, as
the Psalmist wrote, if one’s life exceeds 70 years, those years
consist of “labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and
we fly away.” So, no matter whether one is 18 or 100 years
of age, life is as “a vapor” and we are “soon cut off, and
we fly away.”
When the time comes each year for me to write my final
editorial for that year, I am caused to think that this may well
be my last one. But, such is the case with each day of one’s
life, each breath one takes, and each beat of one’s heart.
Thus, as I resolved to do many long years ago, I strive to
(Continued on Page 4)
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2016 SPRING CHURCH OF CHRIST CFTF LECTURESHIP

THEME: FATAL ERROR ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT
Wednesday, February 24—Sunday, February 28
David P. Brown, Lectureship Director

Lectures can be viewed live via internet on our website: www.churchesofchrist.com
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
6:30 PM CONGREGATIONAL SINGING
7:00 PM
The Fatal Error on Acts 2:38, 39
8:00 PM
The Fatal Error on Mark 16:15-20
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25
9:00 AM
The Fatal Error on the Promise of Holy Spirit Baptism in Matthew 3:11 and Luke 3:16
10:00 AM
The Fatal Error that the Holy Spirit is the Same Person as Jesus
11:00 AM
The Fatal Error on the Nature and Purpose of Miracles
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The Fatal Error of John Wesley’s Second Work of Grace
2:30 PM
The Fatal Error on the Doctrine of Being Filled With the Holy Spirit
3:30 PM Conducting the Open Forum—Don Tarbet
Dinner Break
6:30 PM CONGREGATIONAL SINGING
7:00 PM
The Fatal Error of Present Day Holy Spirit Baptism
8:00 PM
The Fatal Error on 1 Corinthians 13:8-13
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26
9:00 AM
The Fatal Error on Joel’s Prophecy in Joel 2:28-32
10:00 AM
The Fatal Error on the Work of the Holy Spirit in Drawing People to Christ (John 6:44-45)
11:00 AM
The Fatal Error on John 7:37-39
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The Fatal Error on the Laying on of Hands of the Apostles of Christ
2:30 PM
The Fatal Error Concerning the Holy Spirit’s Inspiration of the Bible Writers
3:30 PM Conducting the Open Forum—Dub McClish
Dinner Break
6:30 PM CONGREGATIONAL SINGING
7:00 PM
The Fatal Error on John 3:5
8:00 PM
The Fatal Error of a Direct and Immediate Leading by the Holy Spirit From the Word
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
9:30 AM
The Fatal Error on the Doctrine of Speaking in Tongues
10:30 AM
The Fatal Error on 1 Corinthians 12:13
10:30 AM—LADIES ONLY—The Single Woman—Laura Blake
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The Fatal Error of Mac Deaver on the Work of the H. S. in Sanctification of the Christian
1:30 PM—LADIES ONLY—The Married Woman—Sue Stulting
2:30 PM
The Fatal Error that the Holy Spirit is not Deity or a Person
3:30 PM Conducting the Open Forum—Michael Hatcher
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28
9:30 AM
The Fatal Error of John Calvin’s Doctrine of Irresistible Grace
10:30 AM
The Fatal Error on Spiritual Gifts
Lunch Break
1:30 PM
The Fatal Error of Special Illumination by the Holy Spirit
2:30 PM
The Fatal Error of the Work of the Holy Spirit’s Operating Directly on the Alien Sinner in
Conjunction with the Word in Conviction and Conversion
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Daniel Denham
Jerry Brewer

Michael Hatcher
Paul Vaughn
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Geoff Litke
Danny Douglas
Wayne Blake
Gene Hill
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Michael Hatcher
Roelf Ruffner
John West
Daniel Denham
Roelf Ruffner
Bruce Stulting
Danny Douglas
Terry Hightower
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Lunch Provided by the Spring Church • Book of Lectureship Available • RV Hook-Ups • Video & Audio Recording • Approved Displays

Elders: Kenneth D. Cohn and Buddy Roth
Spring Church Secretary: Sonya West ~ E-mail: sonyacwest@gmail.com ~ Phone: (281) 353-2707

SPRING CHURCH OF CHRIST ~ PO BOX 39 (Mailing address) ~ 1327 SPRING CYPRESS ROAD, SPRING, TX 77383
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(Editorial, Continued From Page 2)

“Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient
unto the day is the evil thereof” (Mat. 6:34). Whether one
is anxious about tomorrow or not, all one can do is live one
day at a time. Therefore, we ought to heed our Lord in how
to live the day that is given to us. If we will put into practice
the directive of our Lord found in Matthew 6:33, 34, our
lives, no matter how long or brief they may be, will be lived
to their fullest and we will be prepared when the time comes
for us to “fly away.”
Thus, it is our wish and prayer for our readers and faithful brethren everywhere to use whatever time God has graciously given them to “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be
glory both now and for ever. Amen” (2 Pet. 3:18); to

preach the saving gospel of Christ to those lost in sin (Mark
16:15; Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor. 15:1-4); to contend for the faith
(Jude 3), and to be steadfast, unmovable, abounding in faithful service to the Lord in all things (1 Cor. 15:58; Gal. 6:10);
and finally “that they do good, that they be rich in good
works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against
the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life”
(1 Tim. 6:18, 19).
If time continues and 2016 becomes reality, we say with
the apostle John to all the faithful regarding the new year,
“Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth” (3 John
1:2).
—David P. Brown, Editor

dcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdc

WILL KNOWLEDGE SAVE?
Harrell Davidson
In chapter four of Hosea, God condemns Israel for her

refusal to obey His Word. In verse 1 we note,

Hear the word of the Lord, ye children of Israel: for the
Lord hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land,
because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of
God in the land.

What a desolate condition!
This was a time when there is no truth. A time where
the mercy of God is not accepted nor is the knowledge of
His goodness respected. God says that the people have separated themselves by “swearing, and lying, and killing, and
stealing, and committing adultery…” (cf. Hos. 4:2). In
verse 6 the ancient prophet penned words of destruction due
to the malady of the time, hear him,
My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because
thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that
thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten
the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.

It is the case that the people of Hosea’s day had refused
to acquire and live by knowledge of the Word of God. They
never thought of the penalty for their neglect in all likelihood.
They were going along to get along and practicing the same
sins as the people about them while God had commanded
them to be separate or different from those nations around
them, but this seems to have never entered their thought process. They wanted to be like the nations about them when
they desired a king. God granted them their wish, but their
desire led to great suffering and turmoil.
As Hosea writes, God is rejecting His priests and His
people. He even forgets their children. A calamity exists in
the land that does not respect and know God. We are taught
4

in the Scriptures that eternal life is to “know thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” (John
17:3). It is rather obvious that there is trouble in our land this
day in the year of our Lord, 2015.
Unless we come to a knowledge of God, man will be
lost. We remember a classic passage in Judges 2:10 that address situations like this. “And also all that generation
were gathered unto their fathers: and there arose another generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor
yet the works which he had done for Israel.” The first generation out of Egyptian bondage perished in the wilderness.
The second generation is the one that Judges is addressing who were faithful. The third generation was lost because
they did not know the Lord. They served Balaam while forsaking the Lord.
Are we talking about an antiquated condition? No! A
thousand times NO! We are describing present day America.
We are talking about a time when God is respected less and
less. There is lying, swearing, killing, stealing, adultery and
the list goes on and on. Filth and turmoil fill our news programs while the Bible is closed on the shelf and most of all
closed to our hearts. Jesus said, “Search the scriptures; for
in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they
which testify of me” (John 5:39). Knowledge alone will not
save. It must be applied to the heart of man. The condition
of our time is such that we had better WAKE UP, OPEN UP,
and READ UP if we want to GO UP to heaven some day. All
one has to do is read the front page of the newspaper and we
see Hosea all over again.
—P. O. Box 215
Obion, TN 38240

“It is our duty to obey God’s commands,
not to direct His counsels”
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WHAT IS THE “STANCE” OF
THE CONGREGATION?
Bill Jackson
That is a good question, and one especially appropriate in
our day. It has been shown, time and time again, that a person
baptized can grow and develop into a knowledgeable, working, and faithful child of God due, to a great extent, to the
congregation wherein he has his membership. The opposite
has been shown also. In fact, it is seen in the movement that
some members must make, through job transfer, etc. Leave
one sound and faithful congregation, and then place membership with and serve with a congregation known for “what it
will tolerate,” and that child of God will change also. The
individual will accept and blend in with the congregation. It
depends on the congregation’s “stance.”
Be sure, a congregation will have a name, a reputation,
based on its work and its “stance.” Rome was known for having a faith spoken of throughout the world (Rom. 1:8). Thessalonica was known for its sounding out the word into far
distant areas (1 The. 1:8). The churches of Macedonia were
known for their liberal giving (2 Cor. 8:1-5). Sardis, once
having a good name, and with some of that still lingering
in the minds of men, nevertheless was told by the Lord that
“thou are dead” (Rev. 3:1). We recall hearing of one person
saying, “This congregation is known for its love and that congregation is known for its doctrine!” That, brethren, is tragedy! Love and doctrine are combined within the system of the
Lord. Jesus combined them in his statement in John 14:15.
What, by the way, wherever this is received, is the
“stance” of the congregation where you are? Is the doctrine
of God sounded forth powerfully and plainly, and without
modification, addition, subtraction or dilution? Is the congre-

NO COST RELIGION
Al Brown
After David had been told by God to build an altar and
worship God on the threshing floor of Araunah, this Jebusite
offered the king the threshing floor and everything necessary
to worship God. David refused the offer with these words:
“Nay; but I will surely buy it of thee at a price: neither
will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD my God of
that which doth cost me nothing.” (2 Sam. 24:24).
Would that all Christians had the attitude of David. Instead, they often show the very opposite disposition. David
realized that an offering which cost him nothing was worth
exactly that to him—nothing. God has always demanded
the best that each person has—not what somebody else has
(Lev. 22:21).
Contending for the Faith—November/December/2015

gation a “disciplinary” one, in that sin is rebuked, and the
wayward and disobedient are seen to with dispatch? Are the
Bible classes known for their emphasis on the Word of God,
or are the classes given to playtime and waste-time? Have the
elders led the congregation in taking a stand against worldliness, sectarianism, and every other forms of error that will
weaken and finally kill the church? Is the emphasis of the
congregation’s work that of preaching and teaching rather
than entertainment and social work? Are those in the congregation content to abide in God’s will, rather than always having a desire for something new and appealing that they can
borrow from sectarianism? Are those who stand up to preach
and teach grounded in the faith, with no disposition to traipse
off into liberalism, anti-ism, or any other “ism”?
Oh yes, a congregation has a
“stance”―a name―a reputation.
Preachers can help it be known for what it is, good or bad.
Elders can do the same. So can Bible class teachers. So can
the members. What is entered into the eternal record books,
under our names, will be those things we did/failed to do
while members of the congregations where we lived. We will
partake of, support, condone, and further whatever “stance”
the congregation has taken. Now, the question again: How is
it where you are? Are you ready to face God concerning it?
—Deceased

“For not he that commendeth himself is approved,
but whom the Lord commendeth” (2 Cor. 10:18).
All we have has been given to us by God to use for His
glory and in His service. We are but stewards of these things
(1 Pet. 4:10). The Lord expects us to be good stewards, but
giving what comes without cost to us is not practicing faithful stewardship. The measure of our devotion, reverence,
and love for God is in direct proportion to how much we
are willing to commit to the service of God, or how much
we are willing to sacrifice (John 12:3ff). Those who take the
easiest, cheapest way to serve God are, in reality, servants of
self, not God.
There is to be nothing cheap about our religion. It is to
be the best we have—the same attitude that characterized
David. “I will not offer... unto the Lord my God of that
which cost me nothing.”
—Deceased
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REACTIONS TO THE WORD
Winfred Clark
When one reads the book of Matthew, he will find a record of various reactions to the Word of God. Jesus gave a
great deal of time and attention to this very serious matter.
You will find that our Lord considered this matter to be of
paramount importance. He had some things to say on one
occasion that will serve to introduce us to our study for this
time.
There was an occasion when some of the scribes and
Pharisees would confront him about the conduct of His disciples. They wanted to know why His disciples transgress the
tradition of the elders. This they said was being done when
they did not wash their hands when they ate (Mat. 15:1-2).
Jesus responded with a question. “Why do ye transgress
the commandment of God by your tradition” (Mat. 15:3)?
Jesus then proceeded to tell them which commandment
he had in mind. It was the commandment having to do with
honoring father and mother (Mat. 15:4). But how were they
reacting to this word?
SOME WOULD SEEK TO MAKE IT
OF NONE EFFECT
What was being said by these scribes and Pharisees
would have the result of saying this commandment is not
in effect. Their tradition would say to a father or mother, “It
is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me:
and honor not his father or his mother, he shall be free”
(Mat. 15:5-6). In this case, a human tradition would set aside
the commandment of the Lord. Thus, what was in effect is,
to them, without effect or power. They would deprive the
commandment of its authority or power. They will use in its
stead the doctrines and commandments of men. I am persuaded that this same kind of thing occurs in our day. This
can be seen when you discuss the subject of baptism with
some of our religious neighbors.
Jesus said, “He that believeth and is baptized, shall be
saved” (Mark 16:16). This is a plain statement of our Lord.
There can be no doubt about the place of baptism in the plan
of man’s redemption. But how many times have we seen
people who will take this plain passage and seek to break
the force of it by saying, “Man is saved by faith alone”? In
so doing they seek to make of none effect the Word of God.
That is, they seek to say by this and other statements that
baptism is not necessary, that it is of none effect. But what
would the difference be between this sort of statement concerning baptism and the one the scribes and Pharisees made
concerning the responsibility to honor father and mother? I
fail to see any at all. They would be exactly the same in principle. These would seek to make the Word of God of none
6

effect concerning baptism.
SOME PRACTICE THAT WHICH IS
NO LONGER IN EFFECT
One can read some of the epistles of Paul and find a
number of people who sought to continue to observe the Law
of Moses after it had been taken out of the way. Read the
Hebrews epistle to see the arguments that the inspired writer
made to prove that Christians are no longer under the Law
of Moses. Moreover we can see Paul trying to help some of
his brethren at Colossae regarding this matter. There were
some men who were trying to beguile them (Col. 2:4). Some
would take them captive by vain deceit (Col. 2:8). Some
would seek to bind upon them the law concerning meats and
drink, holy days, new moons and sabbath days (Col. 2:16).
Paul would have them to know that such a law was not now
in effect. Notice what he had to say about what Jesus did
concerning the law in His death upon the cross: “Blotting
out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us,
which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to the cross” (Col. 2:14).
Again, you will find him making the same observation,
in a different way, in the Galatian letter. Here he will tell
them not to go back to the law. Notice that he will have to
say: “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ
hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the
yoke of bondage” (Gal. 5:1). There can be no question that
he is speaking of the law (Gal. 5:2-4). Here he shows that
if one goes back to the practice of the law concerning circumcision, Christ will profit him nothing, he makes himself
a debtor to do the whole law and he would fall from grace.
So for them to seek to practice that which was no longer in
effect would place their souls in danger.
But would this not be the same with those of our day
who would return to the law for a day to observe, such as
the sabbath, or the use of the mechanical instrument? If not,
what would be the difference? The principle is the same.
Would this not be an attempt to practice that which is not in
effect?
You would have the same thing as those who would
follow John’s baptism after the baptism of the great commission became effective. Take the case of those twelve disciples at Ephesus. We know that Paul would encourage them
to be baptized properly according to the directions of the
great commission (Acts 19:1-6).
SOME PAY NO ATTENTION TO THAT
WHICH IS IN EFFECT
We have this being played out before our eyes this very
Contending for the Faith—November/December/2015

day. There is absolutely no question about the Biblical injunctions against homosexuality and lesbianism. Notice the
language of Paul in his letter to the church at Rome. Here he
said, “For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use
into that which is against nature” (Rom. 1:26). Did you
notice the word change? Does this not point up the fact that
such a practice is a perversion of that which is right? But
this statement will tell you how far they have gone. When
he said, “even their women,” he means they are now doing the same kinds of things the men were doing. But there
is no endorsement found in Paul’s writing. You will find

him commending some who had ceased such practices (1
Cor. 6:9-11). If you will read verse 11, you will find that he
classes these kinds of people as those who will not enter the
kingdom of God. But men pay no attention to the inspired
attitudes toward such sinfulness.
So, when we observe the reactions to the Word of God,
we find men seeking to make it of none effect, some practicing that which is no longer in effect, and some ignoring that
which is still in effect.
—Deceased

dcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdc

IS “FAITH” EVER USED COMPREHENSIVELY?
Lee Moses
A recent article in a brotherhood publication asserts, implicitly, that Biblical faith is limited to meaning “the mental
assent of a thing to be true.”1 The writer takes strong issue
with those who would ever identify a more comprehensive
use of the term in the Bible. He states,
I’ve seen articles written by some (who should know better)
who were interpreting John 3:16 from an NIV perspective, i.e.
,that John is affirming that all who believe shall be saved. Recognizing that this would teach salvation by faith only, they
then felt obligated to come up with a definition of faith that
would include all of the things necessary to obeying the gospel. One way they do this is to say that faith or “believeth”,
as it is here, is a synecdoche—a figure of speech which puts
a part for the whole. . . . Faith is not repentance, it is not confession, and it is not baptism. It doesn’t include any of these;
it leads us to them.2

While his article correctly addresses the matter of mood
in John 3:16, showing that “should not perish” is preferable over the NIV’s errant “shall not perish”; he incorrectly
surmises the motives of those who see faith as potentially
comprehensive. He might be surprised to learn that many
come to this conclusion by studying the Scriptures and realizing that the Scriptures indeed use faith comprehensively.
The Greek term for faith is pistis, and among the usages that lexicons give for this term, one will find “fidelity to
Christian teaching.”3 What is included in “fidelity to Christian teaching”? Initially, would it not include repentance,
confession of Christ, and baptism? And subsequently, would
it not include obedience to every precept of the New Testament? Furthermore, Thayer’s lexicon identifies pistis as “a
conviction, full of joyful trust, that Jesus is the Messiah...
conjoined with obedience to Christ.”4
If it were such a simple matter of saying, “Faith means
one thing and only one thing,” why do lexicons require over
two full pages to define pistis? Can faith refer simply to “the
Contending for the Faith—November/December/2015

mental assent of a thing to be true”? It certainly can. But
there are different uses of the term in the Bible, and context
informs the reader as to the term’s exact meaning in that particular context.
And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which was taken
with a palsy: and they sought means to bring him in, and to
lay him before him. And when they could not find by what
way they might bring him in because of the multitude, they
went upon the housetop, and let him down through the tiling
with his couch into the midst before Jesus. And when he saw
their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee
(Luke 5:18-20, emph. LM).

How did Jesus “see the faith” of these men? He saw what
they did. It is impossible to divorce their action from the
faith He saw in them.
The writer of the aforementioned article focuses on John
3:16, so note what John writes at the conclusion of the same
chapter: “He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life;
but he that obeyeth not the Son shall not see life, but the
wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3:36, ASV). The juxtaposition of “believing” (faith) and “obeying not” portrays
the two as opposites. If “believing” does not include obeying, it renders the contrast nonsensical.
Acts 16:33 records an act of repentance and the baptism
of the Philippian jailer. The following verse records, “And
when he had brought them into his house, he set meat
before them, and rejoiced, believing (‘having believed,’
ASV) in God with all his house” (Acts 16:34). His “believing” as used here clearly comprehends his repentance and
baptism.
First Peter 2:6 speaks of Jesus Christ being the “chief
cornerstone,” with the following verse continuing, “Unto
you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them
which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disal7

lowed, the same is made the head of the corner.” Once
again, “believing” and “being disobedient” are set as the
two opposing alternatives. Therefore, “believing” here includes obedience. One can find also faith and obedience set
as opposites in Acts 4:1-2, Hebrews 4:3, 6 (ASV), and other
New Testament passages. Approved Biblical faith always
leads one to act in obedience, and oftentimes even includes
acting in obedience.
ENDNOTES
1. Tom Franklin, “The Moods of John 3:16,” Fulton County
Gospel News, Sep-Oct 2015, 3-4. The article never actually attempts to define faith. At the least, as made clear from the following quote, he believes faith can never include repentance, confession [of Christ], or baptism.
2. Ibid.
3. Bauer, Danker, Arndt, and Gingrich, A Greek/English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature,
3rd ed. (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 2000), 820.
4. Joseph Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testa-

ment (n.p.: n.p., 1889), BibleWorks, v. 10. (Emphasis mine, LM.)

—621 South Central High Road
Rives, TN38253
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THE FAITH THAT SAVES HAS ALWAYS
BEEN THE FAITH THAT OBEYS.
“By faith Abel offered...” (Heb. 11:4).
“By faith Noah, ... prepared an ark” (Heb. 11:7)
“By faith Abraham ... obeyed” (Heb. 11: 8).
“Was not Abraham ... justified by works, when he had
offered Isaac ...? Seest thou how faith wrought with his
works, and by works was faith made perfect? And ...
Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for
righteousness ... . Ye see then how that by works a man is
justified, and not by faith only” (Jam. 2:21-24).
THEREFORE JESUS CHRIST “...became the author of
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him” (Heb. 5:9).

FAITH IS A CONDITION OF SALVATION
Lester Kamp
The text of Mark 16:15-16 begins, “He that believeth....”
Of this believer, our Lord concludes, “shall be saved.” The
essential nature of belief for salvation is obvious in the closing words of the verse, “but he that believeth not shall be
damned” (Mark 16:16). One of the conditions upon which salvation depends, according to this verse, is faith (belief).
This is a point upon which almost all are agreed throughout the religious world. The New Testament makes it clear that
God requires faith, on the part of the sinner, for his salvation.
For example, we are told, “But without faith it is impossible
to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him” (Heb. 11:6).
The entire eleventh chapter of Hebrews shows the important role of faith in the lives of those pleasing to God, even
in the days of the Old Testament. But, the faith described in
that chapter is not faith alone; it is faith that responds in obedience to God. Even here, in verse 6, we have action inferred
by the references to coming to God and seeking Him. It is that
kind of faith (active, obedient) that justifies (Rom. 5:1). Bear in
mind that this faith comes from hearing God’s Word (10:17).
As noted earlier, in the verse preceding our text, Jesus commissioned the preaching of the Gospel. That is the God-given way
for people to hear the Gospel. “For after that in the wisdom
of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe”
(1 Cor. 1:21).
We will soon note in Mark 16:16, faith is not the only condition of salvation according to the Gospel. James’ words are
emphatic on the connection between faith and action. “Ye see
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then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith
only” (Jam. 2:24). This, by the way, is the only Biblical reference to faith only. It is significant that James tells us that justification (another word for salvation) is NOT by faith only in spite
of the very popular denominational teaching to the contrary.
James then concludes his discussion of faith and works
with these words, “For as the body without the spirit is dead,
so faith without works is dead also” (2:26). It could not be
any clearer! The faith that saves involves more than mental assent; faith must act to save.
There are even New Testament examples of some who
believed, but were not saved. Consider those among the chief
rulers:
Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed
on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue:
For they loved the praise of men more than the praise
of God (John 12:42-43).
Consider the devils (demons, ASV): “Thou believest that
there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe,
and tremble” (James 2:19). Felix believed and “trembled” at
the preaching of Paul (Acts 24:25). King Agrippa also believed
according to Paul’s own appraisal, “I know that thou believest” (26:27). It is, therefore, clear that man is not and cannot
be saved by faith alone; nevertheless, faith is absolutely essential to salvation.
Obedience is also necessary for salvation. Referring to
Jesus, the writer of Hebrews notes, “And having been made
perfect, he became unto all them that obey him the author
of eternal salvation” (Heb. 5:9). According to this, Jesus is the
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“author of eternal salvation” to “all them that obey him.”
Add to this the statement of Peter, “Seeing ye have purified
your souls in your obedience to the truth unto unfeigned
love of the brethren, love one another from the heart fervently” (1 Pet. 1:22). Souls are purified (i.e., cleansed, forgiven
of sins, etc.) by “obedience to the truth.”
According to the context of Mark 16:16, that which is to be
believed is the preaching of the Gospel of Christ. The historical facts of the Gospel are the death, burial and resurrection of
Christ (1 Cor. 15:1-4). Paul wrote that the resurrection was the
powerful proof that Jesus was the Son of God, “And declared
to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit
of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead” (Rom. 1:4).
Hence, Jesus insisted, “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall
die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall
die in your sins” (John 8:24). Our sins separate us from God
(Isa. 59:1-2), and thereby cause us to be in need of salvation. If
sin remains unforgiven in our lives, we will be lost! Therefore,
part of the Gospel which must be believed in order to be saved
is that Jesus is God’s Son. Recall that when Philip had preached
Jesus to the Eunuch on the road between Jerusalem and Gaza
and when the eunuch desired baptism, Philip said, “If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest” (Acts 8:37). The
Ethiopian then properly confessed his faith in Jesus
Christ as the Son of God (cf. Mat. 10:32), and was baptized. Paul commented on faith and confession in Romans 10.
He wrote,
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with
the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with
the mouth confession is made unto salvation (Rom.
10:9-10).

Infants And Others Exempt From
The Requirements Of This Verse
The necessity of belief to be saved rules out infants and the
mentally deficient. Babies cannot believe, nor can those who
lack the mental capabilities to learn and make rational decisions
for themselves. These are not candidates for baptism since they
are incapable of belief which is prerequisite to baptism.
Indeed, these individuals are not in need of salvation for
they are safe. The Bible refutes the claim of Calvinism of “inherited total depravity”—that babies are born sinners of the
worst sort! Children are born innocent and those who do not
mentally progress to the point of making rational decisions
based on information given remain in that innocent condition.
We are told that we are responsible for our own sins, and not for
the sins of our ancestors.
The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear
the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear
the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the
wicked shall be upon him (Eze. 18:20).
Jesus further told us that in order to be saved, we must
become like little children. “And said, Verily I say unto you,
Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Mat. 18:3). So,
we must conclude that children should not be baptized because
they cannot be believers, and that children are not in need of
salvation until they become sinners.
—602 S Parker Road, Ste 109
Denver, CO 80231
www.piedmontcoc.net
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FAITH AND BAPTISM
Foy E. Wallace, Jr.
The person whom the Bible designates a believer is one
who having been persuaded that Jesus is the Christ, accepts
him in implicit trust as his Saviour (John 20:31). He is not
one who has merely assented to gospel truth or fact, but one
who has believed with all the heart; a belief that involves
every faculty of his intelligent being—his reason, his sensibilities, his will (Rom. 10:9, 10). The noun pistis, (faith)
means confidence, trust. The verb pisteus (believe) means
adherence to, reliance on. The nobleman’s (Acts 8) belief
with all his heart meant his reliance on what Phillip had
preached unto him as essential elements of salvation. His
faith in Jesus and his confession of that faith meant nothing less than his acceptance of all terms and conditions of
salvation laid down in the preaching of Philip (Acts 8:12).
And the conviction of those “pricked in their hearts” on
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Pentecost (Acts 2) was a faith that yielded the willing spirit
of obedience in the pleading question, “What shall we do?”
Such a faith implies and embraces all necessary conditions
named in God’s law of pardon.
Salvation
The commission according to Mark says, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” This salvation is
the forgiveness of past sins; pardon, the complete absolution
of guilt; remission of sins. But this pardon is an executive act.
It takes place in the mind of God in heaven, not in the heart
of man on earth. The thing we know as inner consciousness
cannot determine by inward feelings that pardon has been
granted. Pardon can be known only as God declares it. The
man in the penitentiary can know that he is pardoned only as
9

the executive, the Governor, declares it. No warden of such
an institution would release an inmate of it on the ground
of an inner consciousness that the Governor had pardoned
him. Inner consciousness cannot testify to anything outside
of the man himself; it cannot measure or weigh any outward
thing. There must be a standard for all such. And God has a
law of forgiveness—the sinner is not pardoned until he has
complied with it.
By Faith
The issue is not whether one is saved or justified by
faith—to that we all agree. The issue is in the degree of faith
when is one saved by faith. The Baptist order is repentance
before faith, but they do not mean salvation by repentance
before faith. The Bible order is faith before baptism—why
should a Baptist insist that salvation comes by faith before
baptism seeing that they will disavow salvation by repentance before faith in their order of things. True, faith comes
before baptism, but one is not saved by faith before baptism
any more than one would be saved by repentance before
faith in the Baptist order of things. This one thing answers
every argument that can be made by a Baptist against baptism on the ground that one is saved by faith and that faith
precedes baptism. All passages that declare justification by
faith (Rom. 5:1) and others of like import we accept and
believe and claim. But we deny that any of these passages
teach or imply that one is saved by faith before he is baptized. “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”
By Faith When
The eleventh chapter of Hebrews lists the men of faith
in the former dispensation. By faith they were approved but
faith plus what? By faith Abel offered his sacrifice and was
justified by it. By faith Enoch moved in godly fear. By faith
Abraham obeyed when he was called. Try faith alone on any
of these examples of justification by faith and see how it
works. “Was not Abraham our father justified by works,

in that he offered up Isaac his son upon the altar? Thou
seest that faith wrought with his works, and by works
was faith made perfect.” (Jam. 2:21, 22).
In further proof that it requires an active faith to produce
justification, contrast the cases of the priests and rulers who
believed. In one case (Acts 6:7), a great company of priests
became obedient to the faith. In the other case (John 12:42),
many of the rulers believed but would not confess. Both of
these companies of Jewish officials believed; but only one
company was justified. It proves that faith only does not
save, else both companies would have been saved seeing
that they both believed. “Yes see, then, that by works a
man is justified and not by faith only.” (Jam. 2:24).
Faith Plus
If a man exercises faith but his faith does not exercise
him, either the subject has a poor faith or the faith has a poor
subject. Some plain passages from the New Testament suggesting some pointed questions will serve to show that mere
faith does not save.
First: “But as many as received him, to them gave
he the power to become sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name.” (John 1:12) Question: How does a
believer exercise the power to become a child of God?
Second: “And the hand of the Lord was with them:
and a great number that believed turned unto the Lord.”
(Acts 11:21) Question: What did these believers do when
they turned unto the Lord?
Third: “Repent ye, therefore, and turn again (be converted) that your sins may be blotted out.” (Acts 3:19)
Question: What did these penitent persons do when they
turned? (Bible Banner—December 1941)

—Deceased

FREE CD AVAILABLE
Contending for the Faith is making available a
CD-ROM free of charge. Why is this CD important?
ANSWER: It contains an abundance of evidentiary
information pertaining to Dave Miller’s doctrine and
practice concerning the re-evaluation/reaffirmation of
elders, MDR, and other relevant and important materials and documents directly or indirectly relating to
the Brown Trail Church of Christ, Apologetics Press,
Gospel Broadcasting Network, MSOP, and more.
To receive your free CD or make a financial contribution toward this important CD’s distribution you
can reach us at Contending for the Faith, P. O. Box
2357, Spring, TX 77383-2357, or request the CD by
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CFTF RESPONSE TO
THE FOLLOWING PETITION
Petitioning All Current and Former Church of Christ College Students

URGE CHURCHES OF CHRIST COLLEGES
TO REJECT ISLAMOPHOBIA
Chris Dowdy
Current and former students of Abilene Christian University, Faulkner University, Freed-Hardeman University, Harding University, Lipscomb University, Lubbock Christian University, Oklahoma Christian University, Pepperdine University, Rochester College, Southwestern Christian College, York College, and the many additional post-secondary institutions of higher
education affiliated with the Churches of Christ are united in our rejection of the degraded public debate about the status of our
Muslim neighbors. We collectively deplore any call for restrictions on Muslim immigration, suggestion that we register Muslim
citizens, encouragement of violence against Muslims, or equation of Islam with violence. Such statements and the vengeful
sentiments they reflect are unworthy of our shared spiritual and intellectual heritage; they violate the moral limits of political
discourse.
Since no denominational body exists to articulate policy on behalf of the congregations of the Churches of Christ, it is incumbent on leadership in individual churches and in the various colleges and ministries of the church to coordinate with one another
in creative ways to express the shared concerns of the congregations. We therefore implore colleges to collaborate with nearby
churches and mosques to determine the most appropriate and useful local expressions of solidarity we can extend to our Muslim
neighbors.
We ask that churches pave the way for this collaboration by publicly committing to a day of prayer and solidarity this Sunday,
December 13, incorporating into the normal order of worship prayers for forgiveness and peace, as well as expressions of
gratitude for our Muslim neighbors.
We ask that our colleges pray similarly on or before this Friday, December 11, in whatever corporate devotional setting is most
appropriate, such as chapel services or staff meetings.
We ask that the faculty, staff, and administration of these colleges follow on prayer by working together to make a joint statement of prayerful concern and intent to initiate new plans to partner meaningfully with Muslims to serve our communities
together in the things that make for peace.
We ask that you draw on the expertise of staff in your own offices of intercultural diversity and inclusion to coordinate these
efforts, such as ACU's Center for Building Community; Lipscomb’s Office of Intercultural Development; and Pepperdine’s
University Diversity Council.
In these requests we are not asking anyone to commit to expressions of love for our enemies. We are instead seeking to act in
accordance with a principle just as basic: love your neighbor as yourself. Because Muslims here and around the world are,
precisely and concretely, our beloved neighbors. (https://www.change.org/p/calling-all-alumni-urge-churches-of-christcolleges-to-reject-islamophobia—Accessed 12/9/15)
cdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcdcd

I do not know who Chris Dowdy is. I do know there is a
Chris Dowdy who is a faculty member at Abilene Christian
University and listed in the Graduate School of Theology
faculty under “Others Offering Instruction” (http://www.acu.
edu/academics/gst/about/index.html). Also, I know that the
picture appearing on Dowdy’s original petition is the same
picture appearing on the official web page for ACU graduate
studies at http://grad.acu.edu/. I did not pursue learning anymore about the originator of this petition simply because I do
not need to know anything personally about Chris Dowdy in
order to deal with said petition.
In the beginning my response to the preceding post, let it
be clearly understood that for over 50 years I have attempted
Contending for the Faith—November/December/2015

to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ to those lost in sin for
the reason the following scripture references clearly reveal
(Rom. 1:16; 3:23; 6:23; Mark 16:15, 16; 1 Cor. 15:1-4). My
desire to preach grew out of my Christian living, a part of
which regularly strives to cultivate the love God has for lost
souls (Isa. 53; John 3:16; Mat. 18:11). That has ever been my
goal and it continues to pilot me in what I do in the Lord’s
church—the body of Christ, the family of God (Mat. 16:18;
Acts 2:38, 41, 42, 47; 20:28; Eph. 1:22, 23; Col. 1:18; 1 Tim.
3:15.)
Furthermore, Biblically informed brethren know that
Christians must:
1. love God with all that one possesses and is, and,
11

2. love one’s neighbor as oneself (Mat. 22:37-39).
This love will manifest itself in the strong desire and
yearning for all mankind to be saved from sin and will cause
Christians to be involved in the scriptural details necessary
for accomplishing the same (John 3:16; 14:15;15:10; 1 Cor.
13; 1 Pet. 1:22; 1 John 4:7, 12; Rom. 13:10; 1 The. 2:8; Heb.
10:24; Jam. 1:21; 1 John 2:15; 4:20; 5:2).
I also understand the New Testament’s teaching regarding exposing and refuting all doctrines that are contrary to
the gospel of Christ. This is as necessary a part of loving
God, loving one’s neighbor, seeking to save those lost in sin,
and keeping brethren faithful to Christ as converting them
to Christ in the first place (Gal. 2:4, 5; Jude 3). Thus, I have
preached the whole counsel of God, a part of which pertains
to living the Christian life (Eph. 4:16; Acts 20:27; Gal. 5:1924; Jam. 1:27).
Furthermore, I have done my best to be in fellowship
only with those of the same mind and same judgment, keeping myself from the compromisers that abound in the kingdom of the Lord (Col. 3:17; Acts 20:29-32; Rom. 6:17, 18;
1 Cor. 1:10; 2 Cor. 6:14; Eph. 5:11; Gal. 3:16; Col. 3:15;
1 Tim. 4:1-3; 2 Pet. 2:1-3). Although many congregations
today do not stand for the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth of the gospel, and are at various stages of
apostasy, there continues to be brethren who are determined
to be faithful to the Lord regardless of the cost to them in
this life in accomplishing the same (1 Cor. 15:58; Rev. 2:10;
2 John 8-11).
Also, there are those congregations that do not speak any
error, but refuse to oppose any and all false teachers as well
as all works not authorized by the New Testament. Among
these are certain elders, preachers, churches, and editors of
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papers. These are they who are afraid to oppose their family, friends, financial supporters, colleges, papers, schools of
preaching, and other brotherhood projects, because they do
not desire to lose money, or a place to preach, or the blessings of the “go along to get along” crowd. In other words,
they are much like those priests in Jesus’ day who believed
on Christ, but would not confess Him for fear of being put
out of the synagogues (John 12:42). They could well be
styled the “mostly faithful brethren.” The only problem with
such brethren is that the Bible does not commend one being
“mostly faithful.”
The foregoing describes the state of the Lord’s church
at present. In order to be and remain faithful, brethren must
recognize that fact and conduct themselves accordingly.
Therefore, when I read a post such as the one I am reviewing
I must speak out against the error it espouses.
Obviously, bro. Dowdy (I am supposing Dowdy to be
a male and a member of the Lord’s church) is far to the left
of Bible truth. He walks with those who teach doctrines that
loose brethren from what God in the Bible binds on them.
I say this because of his continued attachment and support
of the universities and colleges in his list and his desire
for them to bring pressure to bear on those churches over
which they have influence. Thus, my protests against Chris
Dowdy’s posted appeal are not a matter of failing to love
God, or our neighbors, or my brethren as the Bible teaches.
But from what Chris Dowdy has produced in his petition, it
seems that he does not understand that we are to act only as
our Lord has authorized us to act in the matters about which
he is deeply concerned (Col. 3:17). Also, such action is the
only way for Christians to truly demonstrate their love for
and faith in God and His Word (Ecc. 12:13; 1 Cor. 7:19; 1
Tim. 6:14).
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Further, it seems that bro. Dowdy does not understand
the responsibility that God has placed on civil governments
to protect citizens from those whose doctrines demand the
overthrow of all governments that do not embrace their religion and form of government. This is especially the case
with the doctrines of Islam. Anyone who has a cursory understanding of the Qur’an knows the forgoing regardless of
whether all Muslims practice what it teaches or not.
In view of what the Qu’ran teaches concerning Islam’s
militant opposition to other religions, the belief that Sharia
Law must ultimately replace all other civil and religious
laws, and, thus, its opposition to the U. S. Constitution and
the God-given rights of American citizens it protects, by
what stretch of the imagination does Dowdy construe that
any effort to restrict Muslim immigration, or register Muslim citizens is contrary to the teaching of the New Testament
teaching that we must love God supremely and completely
with all that we are and have, as well as loving our neighbors
as ourselves?
What faithful child of God would not welcome the opportunity to study the Bible with any Muslim as much as one
would with any denominational person or others caught up
in false religions? But if a denominational doctrine demands
that in order for one to be faithful to a specific system of religion, teaching the violently overthrow all civil governments
differing from it, then such a denominational doctrine and
those who advocate it must be opposed. In the case of governments that are under attack by Muslims, whose doctrine
demands that Shariah Law govern all countries, said governments have a God-given obligation to defend themselves and
their citizens against such Islamic aggression (Rom. 13:1-7).
All other things being scripturally equal, a Christian
is authorized by the New Testament to act as an agent of
the state. In so doing, a Christian is authorized by the New
Testament to engage in the defense of the nation of which
he is a citizen. This is especially true of the government of
the United States and the Constitution with its Bill of Rights
guaranteeing to her citizens God-given rights, one of which

is the freedom of religion. Moreover, in our republican form
of government in the United States, we are a part of said
civil government and, thus, have a Biblical obligation to defend it as much as we have the Biblical obligation to defend
ourselves, our families, and our neighbors from aggression.
To love my neighbor as myself, a Biblical obligation, I must
defend my neighbor as I would want my self defended. None
of which contradicts my obligation as a Christian to love
God with all my being and possessions and my neighbor as
myself.
Surely no faithful child of God would object to and oppose following the example of the apostle Paul when he used
his privileged Roman citizenship to escape the Jews who
were determined to kill him (please see brother Kenneth D.
Cohn’s article beginning on the front page of this issue of
CFTF for an expanded study of the Bible’s teaching on said
matters). Do we not understand that the soldiers protecting
Paul would have killed on his behalf any or all the unbelieving Jews who were determined to murder that peerless
apostle, evangelist of Christ, and Christian? Moreover, since
it is the case that Paul defended his life by proxy through
the Roman soldiers that were there to protect him, then by
implication he could have personally and directly done the
same thing. Indeed, those Jews seeking to kill Paul personified the very attitude and actions that the Qu’ran teaches
Muslims to have toward all those who are not Muslim, civil
governments included (Acts 23:12-33)? Does anyone think
that the great apostle Paul did not epitomize how a Christian
should love God with all that he is and has, as well as loving
one’s neighbor as himself? But, the peerless apostle, he who
wrote 1 Corinthians 13, the great chapter about agape love,
took himself out of harm’s way when he employed his rights
under Roman civil government. Paul did this knowing full
well that the Roman soldiers who were assigned to protect
him would kill if necessary any Jews that decided to attempt
to kill him.
If ever a Christian exemplified loving God with all that
he was, had, and did, it was the apostle Paul. He wrote:
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Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom
I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but
dung, that I may win Christ (Phi. 3:8).

Paul also exemplified loving his neighbor as himself. Of
his desire that the Jews be saved he wrote:
I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. For I could wish
that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren,
my kinsmen according to the flesh” (Rom. 9:1-3).

Paul saw no contradiction in what he affirmed in the
foregoing passages with using his Roman citizenship that
caused Roman soldiers to be assigned to protect him, and
if it became necessary, to kill some of those same Jews of
which he wrote in Rom. 9:1-3. Many people have a gross
misunderstanding of what it means to love God and one’s
fellow man. Therefore, they have a problem reconciling
Paul’s statements about his dedication to God and his love of
his “neighbors” with his involvement in and the use of civil
government to protect himself from ungodly men. Indeed,
some of those same wicked persons were those of his own
race, whom he loved much and greatly yearned for their
salvation.
Please notice that Dowdy mixes “apples and oranges” in
his list of things he wants Christians to deplore. No Christian acting by the authority of the New Testament would
seek personal vengeance against Muslims, even though the
Qu’ran directs Muslims to do so against practitioners of any
religion other than Islam. And, Muslims are directed to seek
vengeance on other Muslims when they do not consistently
and with regularity practice all that the Qu’ran teaches. Restricting Muslim immigration and registering Muslim citizens does not necessarily encourage violence against Muslims.
Let Dowdy, or anyone else who thinks as he does (stated
in his proposed petition) point to any religion other than Islam that calls for the overthrow of the U. S. Constitution, replacing it with Shariah Law, and the abolition of all religions
but Islam. Let Dowdy petition the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
to permit the free practice of religion as the United States
does. Let him lecture the King of Saudi Arabia on who is his
neighbor, before he lectures us about what is “unworthy of
our shared spiritual and intellectual heritage; [that] violate[s]
the moral limits of political discourse.”
The civil government has an obligation to its citizens to
protect it from all enemies domestic and foreign. That being
the case, tell us, brother Dowdy, is the teaching of Qu’ran
friendly toward the government of these United States, is
Shariah Law compatible with the government of the U. S., or
the religious freedom guarantied by the U. S. Constitution?
The obvious answer is a resounding no. However, that does
not prohibit me from doing what I can in seeking to convert
Muslims to Christ. But Saudi Arabia will not permit me the
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same freedom.
Further, by what New Testament authority does Dowdy
advise colleges and churches to “initiate new plans to partner meaningfully with Muslims to serve our communities
together in the things that make for peace?” Muslims do not
believe that Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the only begotten
Son of the living God. Nevertheless, Dowdy calls for the
Lord’s church to collectively partner with them in doing
good works in the community. Imagine Peter after the death
of Stephen proposing to the other apostles and the church
how they could stop this persecution of the church if they
would partner with the unconverted Saul of Tarsus and his
supporters in community service for Jerusalem. That idea
makes as much sense as what Dowdy proposed—which is
absolutely none.
More could be said about Dowdy’s petition, but clearly,
Dowdy and those who believe as he does have lost all sense
of what pure primitive New Testament Christianity is and
does. They evidence little concern as to the importance of
Bible authority and how to ascertain it. Furthermore, they
know little to nothing of the New Testament’s teaching about
Christian fellowship, how it is obtained, and preserved (2
John 8-10; Gal. 3:26, 27; Eph. 1:3). Indeed, for whatever
reason, they do not understand the difference in loving one’s
neighbor as oneself and the New Testament’s teaching about
a Christian’s right to defend himself, his family, and his
neighbor. But they do know how to compromise the truth
of the gospel about the civil government’s obligation to its
citizens and the Christian’s submission to and involvement
in the same (Mat. 22:17-22; Luke 22:36; Acts. 5:29; 23:23,
24; Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Tim. 2:1-4; 1 Pet. 2:13, 14).
—David P. Brown, Editor
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DEVIATIONS FROM THE TRUTH
Roelf L. Ruffner

THE BEAUTIFUL CHRIST
Have you ever wondered what Jesus Christ looks like?
The only “pictures” we have of Jesus Christ are the word
pictures of the Bible. It is not the blond, blue-eyed actor of
film and video. It is not the pasty white looking male figure
of Renaissance art. It is not the muscular superman found in
pictures in the Book of Mormon.
A description of the physical image of Jesus Christ is
conspicuously absent in the Bible. We know he did not have
long hair (1 Cor. 11:14). He probably had some sort of beard
because history tells us that most Palestinian Jewish males
of the 1st Century A.D. wore beards. With humanity’s propensity to worship idols and icons, thank God for the absence of a picture! Because of early Christianity aversion of
idolatry, even idealized pictures of Jesus did not appear until
the Third or Fourth Centuries A.D.
The last word picture we have of Jesus was written by
the apostle John and the Holy Spirit toward the end of the
First Century A.D. in the book of Revelation. In its figurative language we glimpse the glorified Christ—the beautiful
Christ—as recorded in Revelation 1:10-20.
THE GREAT VOICE OF THE MASTER
“I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last…” (Rev. 1:10,11).
John may not have heard this voice for sixty years. This was
the voice which had declared God’s Word with strength and
clarity (cf. Mark 1:22; John 7:45, 46); quieted the storm
(Mark 4:39); raised the dead (John 11:43); and, slew the arguments of the wicked. “That all flesh may know that I
the Lord have drawn forth my sword out of his sheath: it
shall not return anymore” (Eze. 21:5).
OUR DIVINE KING

nace; and his voice as the sound of many waters” (Rev.
1:14, 15). This is the figure of the all-knowing Christ we
will see on the judgment day (Rev. 20)—pure, holy and all
knowing. Yet this personage exuded the legal wrath or judgment of God. “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
the living God” (Heb. 10:31).
HIS PRESENCE IS OVERWHELMING
“And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of
his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. And when
I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead” (Rev. 1:16-17a). This
is not the picture we have of Jesus from popular culture.
This symbolized His majesty and power. The sun can burn
or bless, heal or hurt. He was coming to judge the churches.
John fell at His feet as if he had been hit with a club.
“FEAR NOT!”
That same “right hand” that held seven stars representing the seven angels, now reassures John that he is under Jesus’ protection and had nothing to fear (Rev. 1:17-20).
He was the one who was murdered and buried but God had
raised Him up in victory for us (cf. Rom. 6:4)! He has no
beginning and no end. He has never been defeated. In His
hands He holds the “keys” or symbol of power over death
and hades (Rev. 1:18). At His second coming BOTH will be
destroyed (1 Cor. 15:24,25; Rev. 20:14).
Have we taken to heart the Bible’s final portrait of the
Master: having all authority and power, majesty, purity, omniscient, glorious, and holy? Are we ready for His triumphant return and judgment of the rebels? Come King Jesus!
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THE REFORMERS—THE RESTORERS

In Revelation chapter one John sees Jesus as he had never seen him before—King of Kings. Like kings of the day He
wore a long garment down to his feet with a golden girdle or
belt about His “paps” or chest (Rev. 1:12, 13).

Do we truly understand the power of the Gospel to
change our world? I came across this quote from a reprint
of the TENNESSEE GAZETTEER of 1834. In describing
the different churches in the city of Nashville in that year, I
marveled at this quote:

He stood in the midst of seven lamp stands or “candlesticks” which each represented a congregation of His kingdom, the church, in the province of Asia Minor (Rev. 1:20).

The Baptist Church, also on Spring Street is a neat brick
building two stories high, forty five by sixty feet, with a tall
steeple, and an excellent bell. The whole cost was $6000.

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD
The person John saw in the midst of the lamp stands was
amazing. “His head and his hairs were white like wool, as
white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; and
his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furContending for the Faith—November/December/2015

The Baptist association was formed in 1820, and in 1825,
there was a division, and the Reformers as they are denominated, seceded from the regular Baptists, retained the church,
and declined any further connection with the Association,
deeming it unwarranted by the word of God. They rejected
all confessions of faith, and profess to be guided by the scrip-
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tures alone. They receive all persons professing faith in Jesus
Christ by Immersion, for the remission of sins, and they meet
every Lord’s day, in order to engage in worship, by reading
the scriptures, exhortation, prayer, praise, breaking of bread
and contribution to the poor. The number of members in April,
1834, was 456, of which 280 were colored. The regular Baptists have about 100 members, and hold their meetings in the
Masonic Hall.

Unless I am mistaken, I believe the folk described here
are New Testament Christians wrestled from the kingdom
of darkness (the Baptists) to the kingdom of light. I have
not been able to verify this but I am almost certain the Bible
converted a whole Baptist congregation in Nashville to the
Truth (John 8:31-32) in 1825. You may recall that Alexander Campbell came out of the Baptist Church. (For further
explanation about the preceding sentence please see the
editorial addendum following this article—Editor). Did he
preach at this church?
It is my fervent prayer that every local Baptist Church,
Methodist Church, Catholic Church, Mormon Church,
Community Church, Assembly of God, etc., would be transformed by the Word of God—cutting their ties with the denominational world and becoming Christians only and the
only Christians (John 17:21; Mat. 15:9). It happened in 1825
with this Baptist Church in Nashville; it can happen in 2015.
I may say, “That would never happen today!” Maybe,
but does my mind-set betray a lack of faith in the Truth and
play into the hands of the devil? Brethren, we have in our
possession the most powerful transformational force the
world has ever known—the Word of God (Luke 8:11; Heb.
4:12). Why do we not use it? We could challenge our religious neighbors to a debate or we may simple ask, “Jose,
have you ever read this in your Bible?”
Please notice in the original quote that more than half of
the congregation in 1834 Nashville was “colored” or black;
probably slaves or freedmen. Now “in Christ” (cf. Eph.
1:3,7), both the white and black members of the congregation were “free”—free from the bondage of sin and false religion. “For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant,
is the Lord's freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ's servant. Ye are bought with a price;
be not ye the servants of men” (1 Cor. 7:22,23). May all the
inhabitants of our beloved country soon know such freedom!
End Note
“Eastin Morris’ TENNESSEE GAZETEER 1834 and Matthew
Rhea’s MAP OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE 1832,” Robert M.
McBride & Owen Meredith, Editors (Nashville, TN: The Gazetteer Press, 1971), p. 216.

[EDITORIAL EXPLANATION: The Redstone Baptist
Association was an association of Baptist churches in Western Pennsylvania. During the early days of their efforts to restore the Lord’s church according to the New Testament pattern, as they journeyed from denominationalism toward pure
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primitive New Testament Christianity, Alexander Campbell
and the Brush Run Church were members of the Redstone
Baptist Association.
This was the case because the Campbells, Thomas and
Alexander, on the basis of their study of the New Testament,
came to understand the New Testament’s teaching that baptism is by immersion. Having noticed that the Brush Run
Church was practicing baptism by immersion, the nearby
Redstone Baptist Association invited the Brush Run Church
to join with them for the purpose of fellowship. The Brush
Run Church accepted the invitation on the condition that
they would be permitted to teach whatever they learned from
the scriptures. This condition of the Brush Run Church’s
membership in said association was explicitly stated in their
application for membership in 1815 to the same. They also
insisted that they would not be limited in their teaching by
the Philadelphia Confession of Faith. Thomas and Alexander worked within the Redstone Baptist Association during
the period 1815 through 1824.
In time it became clear that the Campbells and their associates were not traditional Baptists. Within the Redstone
Association, some of the Baptist leaders considered the differences intolerable when Alexander Campbell began publishing a journal, The Christian Baptist. In that journal he set
out the Biblical principles authorizing the restoration of the
Lord’s church, specifically, A. Campbell’s “Sermon on the
Law,” preached in the 1816 annual meeting of the Association. Then there was a debate in 1820 in which A. Campbell
argued that the Old Testament should not be used as a basis
for determining how Christians should live. Campbell’s emphasis on baptism for the remission of sins, and other positions he took in The Christian Baptist led to the Redstone
Association withdrawing fellowship from the Brush Run
church in 1824. At the same time, it expelled from the Redstone Association four other congregations associated with
the Campbells. A. Campbell began a congregation in Wellsburg, West Virginia, after his departure from the Brush Run
Church and the Redstone Baptist Association.
The Mahoning Baptist Association was established in
1820. A. Campbell became a member of the Association.
Although the Philadelphia Confession of Faith was considered its fundamental creed, the association was full of the
ideas of the restoration of New Testament Christianity. They
also upheld both open discussion and doctrinal diversity in
the process of studying the Bible and following only what
it taught. Campbell’s journal, the Christian Baptist and his
debates were well received in the Association. As a result, it
heartily accepted the Biblical principles of the restoration of
New Testament Christianity that brought about the break of
A. Campbell with the Redstone Association in 1824.
Another early leader in the work to restore New Testament Christianity was Walter Scott. He was employed by the
Mahoning Association as an evangelist in 1827. Within three
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years, Scott brought more than 3,000 converts into the effort
to restore the faith.
Because of their enlightenment that came from their
continual and steadfast study of the Bible and especially the
New Testament regarding the church, the Mahoning Association disbanded in 1830. With the dissolution of the Mahoning Association, the restoration of New Testament Christianity was well on its way in various ways, but especially in
its independence from all human churches, their false doctrines, and human innovations.
Thus, the Campbells were never members of the Baptist
Church as some have alleged. We must remember that these
men were in the process of studying themselves out of sectarian protestant denominationalism. In the process of learning, they were associated with people who were not dedicated to returning to a thus-saith-the-Lord for all they believed
and practiced. This is clear from the fact that when Campbell
and others came to a better and clearer knowledge of the
Bible in general and the New Testament in particular, they
left whatever they had learned was wrong and embraced the
truth of the Bible.
Concerning the history of the early beginnings of the
restoration of New Testament Christianity in the United
States, I strongly recommend the late Earl West’s Vol. 1 of
The Search for the Ancient Order. Herein are the matters referenced in this addendum documented. All of the volumes of
brother West’s Search for the Ancient Order are published by
The Gospel Light Publishing Co., Delight, AR., and may be
obtained from them.—David P. Brown, Editor]
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MUSIC IN WORSHIP
And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought
of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord. And
Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of
the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to
his offering: But unto Cain and to his offering he had not
respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance
fell….And his brother's name was Jubal: he was the father
of all such as handle the harp and organ (Gen. 4:3-5, 21).

In the Bible, acceptable worship of the Creator has always been distinct from unacceptable worship. Jehovah
“had not respect” or was displeased with Cain’s sacrificial
offering or worship. Yet He found Abel’s offering acceptable.
Years later, after the murder of Abel and the exile of Cain,
Moses records the materialistic advancements of Cain’s descendents. They were still in rebellion (polygamy, violence,
murder) against God but advancing in the fashioning of
mechanical instruments of music. Did they still attempt to
offer unacceptable worship to God as Cain had? Did this attempted worship include the use of mechanical instruments
of music? The Bible does not say. Yet in the divine record of
the worship offered by the righteous under the Patriarchal
Contending for the Faith—November/December/2015

System (Abel-Seth-Enoch-Noah-Abraham-Isaac-Jacob-Jethro-Job-Cornelius.), there is not ONE mention of the use
of mechanical instruments of music in their worship of God.
Today, the difference between music in the worship of
the body of Christ and that offered by much of the religious
world is profound. The New Testament authorized worship
of the church of Christ uses the instrument of the human
heart or mind aided by the human voice. “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your heart to the Lord; Giving
thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:19,20—Emphasis mine—RLR). Much of the religious world uses mechanical instruments of music (MIM) in its “vain worship”
(cf. Mat. 15:9). Sometimes the human voice is accompanied
by the piano, organ, orchestra, electronic synthesizer, fiddle,
guitar, cymbals, singing groups, choirs, or hand bells, etc.
These spiritual descendents of Cain and Jubal are just offering up exuberant noise to God. Though they claim to be doing this out of love, it is a pseudo-sentimental affection not
based on the authority of the Word of God (John 14:15; Col.
3:17) but their whims. “Though I speak with the tongues
of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become
as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal” (1 Cor. 13:1).
Much of what passes for Christian worship today in most
churches is just entertainment. In their pursuit of the new and
the novel, churches have turned to titillating the senses of the
audience. The other day I happened to turn on the television
to a church service in which a choir was performing. In the
choir, members’ gyrations and vocal gymnastics, I saw and
heard something akin to a religious circus. The ringmaster
was the choir director. The center of that worship was not
God or Jesus Christ but the performer(s).
The true worshipper of the Father seeks to worship Him
“in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). Their pattern or program for worship is not the newest religious tune or an emotionally induced “high” but the Spirit of God. “For as many
as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God”
(Rom. 8:14). “Led by the Spirit of God” does not mean
the uncontrolled emotional spasms people falsely attribute
to the Holy Spirit. It is following the dictates of the Holy
Spirit—the Word of God (2 Pet. 1:20,21). “It is the spirit
that quickeneth: the flesh profiteth nothing: the words
that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life”
(John 6:63).
Do not be fooled, if your worship is centered on a mechanical instrument of music or an emotional experience and
not on the pattern of the New Testament, it is “will worship”
and not pleasing to God (Col. 2:23). That pattern specifies
unaccompanied, congregational singing as the music (Eph.
5:19). “Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat
offerings, I will not accept them: neither will I regard the
peace offerings of your fat beasts. Take thou away from
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me the noise of thy songs; for I will not hear the melody
of thy viols” (Amos 5:22, 23).
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MAN OF MIRACLES
How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost
and with power: who went about doing good, and healing
all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him”
(Acts 10:38).

Our Savior while He was on this earth was a worker of
miracles. His miracles were irrefutable and documented by
eyewitnesses. They were not parlor tricks or shenanigans to
impress people so he could get their allegiance and money
(cf. Acts 8:9-11). Nor did they outshine His teaching, but
confirmed that His Words were from God (cf. Heb. 2:3,4).
Yet, His miracles did more than that. They displayed His
character—what kind of person he was. For example, the
Christ had deep compassion for others. When a leper fell at
His feet asking for healing, He did not turn away in horror
and revulsion since leprosy left disfigurement and running
sores. Under the Law of Moses, lepers were to live outside
of communities (Num. 5:2) and to cry out “Unclean, Unclean!” (Lev. 13:45) if approached.
And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand,
and touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be thou clean.
And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy
departed from him, and he was cleansed (Mark 1:41,42).

Do you and I have compassion for the spiritually ill and
those disfigured inwardly (sometimes outwardly) by sin? Do
we extend to them the healing hand of the Gospel? “Who
forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases” (Psa. 103:3). What about the wayward Christian who
has been unfaithful for “a month of Sundays?” “How think
ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be
gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and
goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone
astray?” (Mat. 8:12).
The Lord also was a man who deeply respected and kept
the law He lived under—the Law of Moses. After He healed
a leper He would command him, “See thou tell no man;
but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer the
gift that Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them”
(Mat. 8:4). I wonder how many priests in Jerusalem had seen
a healed leper or performed the purification ceremony before
Jesus started His ministry. Many of the chief priests in Jerusalem despised Him because of His condemnation of their
sins and hypocrisy. It would have been easy for Him to have
disregarded the requirements of the Law concerning leprosy
because of this hypocrisy. But this was not in the character of
the Son of Man. “O how love I thy law! it is my meditation
all the day” (Psa. 119:97).
Do we reverence and respect the spiritual law we live
under as Christians, the “law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2)? Today
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some brethren teach that baptism for the remission of sins is
not necessary as long as one’s heart is right. But this shows
no respect for the law of Christ which commands baptism as
well as repentance for the remission of sins (Mark 16:15,16;
Acts 2:38). Others teach that Christians may “live in sin” (cf.
Rom. 6:1) as long as “their heart is right.” And false teachers claim that the use of mechanical instruments of music
in worship are allowed as long as “your heart is right.” For
these folks the law of Christ has been dethroned by the law
of the heart or subjectivism. How may my heart be right with
God when I disregard the law of Christ—the teachings of the
New Testament? “He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life; but he that obeyeth not the Son shall not see life,
but the wrath of God abideth on him” (ASV—John 3:36).
“And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things
which I say?” (Luke 6:46).
The miracles of Jesus were more than just a sideshow,
they pointed to His divinity. For the skeptic, the atheist, and
the intellectually lazy, they can be just as convincing to read
about as to witness 2,000 years ago. Do you believe in the
miracles of Jesus? Do you believe in the inspired, inerrant
words of the Holy Bible? The evidence demands a verdict.
And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through
his name (John 20:30,31).
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LITTLE IS MUCH WHEN GOD IS IN IT
“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always,
even unto the end of the world. Amen” (Mat. 18:20).
Imagine that the year is 1870. You are a U.S. Army Calvary officer on the Western frontier of the United States. You
are assigned to a lonely post at a fort in the New Mexico
Territory. The post has great responsibility but few rewards.
Your nearest neighbor is miles away. You are surrounded
by cacti, yucca, and hostile Apache Indians. You miss your
family back East, the military parades, and social life of the
larger posts. But your sense of duty and love of country are
always foremost in your mind. It will not always be as it is.
Someday you will go home, Lord willing.
The above reflects the state of many young Christians in
this world. They may grow up in an area where there are few
if any brethren. The school they attend may have an ungodly
atmosphere, but they continue on glorifying God. They may
be considered “nerdy” or “goodie-goodies” by their classmates, but they continue to remain faithful to their Friend.
“…I have written unto you, young men, because ye are
strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have
overcome the wicked one” (1 John 2:14b).
Other Christians find that the local congregation where
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they have labored for many years has forsaken them, going after false teachers and heresy. They are forced by the
Scriptures to withdraw their fellowship. They may end up
worshipping God in their homes seemingly alone, but not
alone. “Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil…”
(Exo. 23:2).
Sometimes preachers find themselves working with a
small congregation which, to the world, seems to be dying.
Some members do not seem to care. Biblical preaching and
teaching do not motivate some. Discouragement hovers over
these laborers like a cloud, but they shrug it off and continue loving the Lord. “Wherefore gird up the loins of your
mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is
to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ”
(1 Pet. 1:13).
As the aging process catches up with all of us, some
brethren find themselves in a nursing home. They are physically unable to attend worship services and no congregation
will come and worship with them where they live. There are
few if any Christians in the nursing home, but they do not
give up. They continue praying, reading their Bibles, and
studying, trying to get their fellow residents interested in the
Gospel. “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).

Perhaps you find yourself in prison. You have repented
of your sins and are paying the penalty for those sins, but
inwardly you are a free man. You face ungodly, satanic opposition on every side, yet you continue to pray, study the
Bible, live THE LIFE, and teach others. You too are not
alone. “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me
ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world”
(John 16:33).
The apostle Paul faced the monstrous, mighty, mad
man, Emperor Nero Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus, ALONE but not alone (2 Tim. 4:16). This servant of
Christ, who had helped free thousands from the bondage of
Satan, was alone. Where were Luke, Silas, Timothy, Titus,
etc? Perhaps they were not allowed to be with him, but he
was not alone. To him we can apply the old adage, “One plus
God makes a majority!” The Lord was not finished with him.
His Master still had tasks for him to do. He was not yet ready
to go home. Perhaps this is where you are in your Christian
race. Take heart Christian, you are not alone!
Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known,
and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered
out of the mouth of the lion (2 Tim. 4:17).

—2330 Moore Court
Columbia, TN 38401

(Continued From Page 1)

Constitution about moral principles. Murder, stealing, and
like moral vices are not mentioned or outlawed in the Constitution. Given the limits on powers within the Constitution, criminalizing such behavior was the prerogative of the
States.
Our national foundational documents, the various state
foundational documents, elected officials, and institutions all
operated under “Higher Law” principles, i.e., we are a nation
of laws and those laws must conform in their very essence
to a concept of absolute (divine perhaps) laws that transcend
man. It is within this idea of “Higher Law” that the first ten
amendments to the U.S. Constitution, the so-called Bill of
Rights, were proposed and adopted. Not one of the amendments in the Bill of Rights creates a right, rather they were
proposed and adopted to protect pre-existing rights.
Which brings us to the Second Amendment. In Article 6
of the Constitution, it states that
This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which
shall be made Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or
which shall be made, under the Authority of the United States,
shall be the supreme Law of the Land;…

What we must understand about the Constitution is that
it is a civil law document. There is very little in it that we
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would consider “moral” law. Are murder, rape, theft, and a
host of other crimes against the law? Yes. Yet none of these
is prohibited or even mentioned in the U.S. Constitution. It
is supreme only in the things that it enumerates; if it does not
do so, it has no authority. But numerous crimes not enumerated in the Constitution are against the law. How is that?
The U.S. Constitution subsumes an existing body of moral
law, which laws were long ago settled by the populations of
the various colonies (later states) and incorporated into state
law. Gun “freedoms” are not provided by the 2nd amendment. These “freedoms” were well understood to be such
by the colonies, subsequently states, prior to the writing of
the U.S. Constitution. The 2nd amendment only guarantees
a pre-existing right (“freedom”). The second amendment
reads: “A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear
Arms, shall not be infringed.” The Supreme Court, in the
District of Columbia vs. Heller decision, had this to say:
The prefatory clause “A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State” merely announces a purpose. It does not limit or expand the scope of the operative
clause “the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall
not be infringed.”
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The operative clause’s text and history demonstrate that it
connotes an individual right to keep and bear arms.
The militia consisted of all males capable of acting together
for the common defense. The Antifederalists feared that the
Federal Government would disarm the people in order to disable citizen militias, thereby enabling a politicized standing
army or a select militia to rule. The Antifederalists therefore
sought to preserve the citizens’ militia by denying Congress
the power to abridge the right of individuals to keep and bear
arms.
This interpretation is confirmed by analogous arms-bearing
rights adopted in state constitutions immediately preceding and following the Second Amendment. Furthermore, the
drafting history reveals three proposals that unequivocally referred to an individual right to bear arms. Interpretation of
the Second Amendment by scholars, courts, and legislators
from ratification through the late 19th century also supports
the Court’s interpretation.

Now you may disagree with the Heller decision, but it
is the “Supreme Law of the Land” having been incorporated
against the states.
But we as Christians are obligated to do only what is authorized by the Bible and, in particular, the New Testament
(Col. 3:17). So does the Bible authorize us to “keep and bear
arms” and use deadly force to protect our own persons and
the persons of others against those whose design and intent
are to cause us bodily harm? I will state affirmatively and
unequivocally that it does so authorize.
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth” (Gen. 1:1). “All things were made by him; and
without him was not any thing made that was made.”
(John 1:3). “And God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness’” (Gen 1:26a). “So God created
man in his own image…” (Gen 1:27a). As one of God’s
creation, everything about man is part of God’s design for
man in this physical realm. And everything about the design
of man is for man’s own good. Of course, man may abuse
that which is provided by God for man’s good.
One attribute making up the very fabric of mankind is
that of self-preservation. One can find many instances in the
Old Testament in which King David pleaded for deliverance from those that sought his harm (Psalm 35; 22:20-21;
69:14-15; and many other verses). When the Jews plotted
against Paul, seeking to kill him (Acts 23:12-24), Paul had
his nephew advise the chief captain of the centurions of the
plot. Upon learning of such, the captain sent Paul to Caesarea under protection of a strong detachment of armed guards.
No doubt the armed guards would have killed anyone offering resistance to their transport of Paul. Paul did this to
preserve his life. When Paul stood before Festus to make his
defense (Acts 25:11), he stated that
if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy
of death, I refuse not to die; but if there be none of these
things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me
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unto them. I appeal to Caesar.

Paul recognized that there are certain actions that may
cause one to forfeit his life, but if he was not guilty of any of
these, he really did not want to die. He appealed to Caesar to
preserve his life.
Given this attribute of self-preservation, does the Bible
provide any examples of the use of deadly weapons to neutralize deadly threats? Yes, it does. I will give just a few.
Goliath was a champion of the Philistines who challenged
the armies of Israel (cf. 1 Sam. 17). Only the shepherd boy
David had the temerity to challenge the giant. Did David
try to reason with Goliath or cajole him? No, he killed him.
The circumstances of the confrontation were such that it was
clearly evident that the time of appealing to the better nature
of Goliath was over. It was time for action. David “armed”
himself with a sling and five smooth stones, the modern day
equivalent of which is the firearm. Actually, David did not
have time to rush home and retrieve his sling from above
the fireplace mantle, therefore, he had to be carrying it on
his person when he made the trip to visit his brothers. And I
doubt he had a concealed carry license.
In Exodus 22:2, we read, “If a thief be found breaking up, and be smitten that he die, there shall no blood
be shed for him.” The homeowner may rightly assume that
someone breaking into his house has evil intentions, and
there is no guilt if the thief suffers death from the use of
deadly force by the homeowner. Nothing is mentioned about
the instrument that inflicts death; death is the result. Furthermore, the homeowner is under no obligation to first sit
down with the intruder to determine anything at all about the
intruder’s intentions (Bible study, theft only, or mayhem),
background (radical Jihadist or Eagle Scout), or upbringing
(his momma sent him to bed without supper). The intrusion
itself is sufficient evidence that the intruder’s intentions are
bad.
Preservation of self and property is a principle acknowledged by Jesus. In Matthew 24:43, Jesus says, “But know
this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what
watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and
would not have suffered his house to be broken up.” In
so saying, Jesus recognizes without objection that a homeowner will act to protect his household, and by implication,
will be prepared at all times so to protect since the homeowner cannot know when the thief will attempt his break-in.
It is not enough to be armed with a feather duster when the
thief is armed. Likewise, in Luke 11:21, Jesus said, “When
a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in
peace:” Jesus is teaching by analogy that a strongly armed
householder is a deterrent to a thief. If this is known to the
thief, it protects the thief from being harmed by the strongly
armed householder. Indeed, strongly armed persons save
lives by making evil people think twice about placing themselves in harm’s way.
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Jesus did not object to his disciples (or anyone else)
keeping and bearing arms. In Luke 22:36-38, we read,

is not safe and secure? Indeed, safety and security must be
provided as well.

Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a purse,
let him take it, and likewise his scrip: and he that hath
no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one. For I
say unto you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished in me, And he was reckoned among the transgressors: for the things concerning me have an end. And they
said, Lord, behold, here are two swords. And he said unto
them, It is enough.

But does not Jesus Himself say, “And unto him that
smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and
him that taketh away thy cloke forbid not to take thy
coat also” (Luke 6:29). Does this preclude any defensive
measures that may be taken to protect one’s person and that
of his family? Even Jesus and Paul did not take this to such
extreme (cf. John 18:22-23; Acts 23:3). The commentator
Albert Barnes had this to say:

He did not object to them being armed. Why? Because these
were dangerous times and there were evil people about. One
may say that Jesus never carried a sword. The Bible does
not say if He did or did not. (Personally, I do not think He
did. (cf. Mat. 4:6)) If He did not, He was certainly relying on
someone who did (cf. Mat. 26:51; Mark 14:47; Luke 22:4950; John 18:10)!
We read in the 13th chapter of Romans that we are to
be subject to the governing authorities. It says that “rulers
(plural) are not a terror to good works, but to the evil.”
The apostle Paul goes on in verse 4 to say
For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou
do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the
sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.

The question that needs to be asked and answered is
this: Is the homeowner able to be the ruler (or minister)
contemplated in this passage? If the homeowner acts in the
capacity of one having authority over his very limited domain, or over his own person, and such action is in compliance with established civil law, is this individual acting as
an agent of the state, or as authorized by the laws of such
state? He in effect has become a “ruler” over a very limited
domain, but a ruler nevertheless. If in this capacity he must
use deadly force against “him that doeth evil”, he is acting
with the authority vested in the ruler of Romans 13.
In 1 Timothy 5:8, we read, “But if any provide not for
his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” The apostle Paul speaks of a group of people that has a subset. The
phrase “his own” indicates a class of people that are in some
way dependent upon the person or persons contemplated in
the “any”. The subset group are those within the person’s
own household, i.e., those living under the same roof. The
idea here is that the responsible person is to think about and
prepare beforehand the necessary provisions for the welfare
and benefit of the subject group of persons. Provisions would
include food, shelter, and clothing. How could it be possible
that providing security in one’s person and property is not
consequentially included in the phrase “But if any provide
not for his own, and specially for those of his own house,
he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.”?
What good is providing food or clothing if an intruder is
permitted to steal it, or in providing shelter if that shelter
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The general principle which he laid down was, that we are not
to resist evil; that is, as it is in the Greek, nor to set ourselves
against an evil person who is injuring us. But even this general
direction is not to be pressed too strictly. Christ did not intend
to teach that we are to see our families murdered, or be murdered ourselves; rather than to make resistance. The law of nature, and all laws, human and divine, justify self-defense when
life is in danger. It cannot surely be the intention to teach that
a father should sit by coolly and see his family butchered by
savages, and not be allowed to defend them. Neither natural
nor revealed religion ever did, or ever can, inculcate this doctrine. (from Barnes’ Notes, Electronic Database Copyright ©
1997, 2003, 2005, 2006 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)

Many subscribe to the notion that the authentic Christian
is loving, peaceful, just, and generous. Who denies such?
But then they go beyond this to say that such Christian attributes would not permit one to be prepared with a good selfdefense strategy that incorporates the use of deadly force.
Being armed to defend ourselves, our family members, our
neighbors, or those innocents that we do not personally
know is not unloving or unkind. Exactly the opposite. If an
evil person intent on mayhem threatens you with death, do
you have the right to defend yourself? What if the same evil
person threatens your entire family? Or all of the children
in a school? Or all the people gathered together at the Super
Bowl? And what if you are the only person with the means
and opportunity to stop the whole mess? What is the loving
thing to do then? It does not matter to the perpetrator if you
are loving or peaceful, he has cast the die (Gal 6:7). It is
now up to you! But as for me and my household, I am going to whip out my .45 (or .22, 38 special +P, 357 magnum,
44 magnum, shotgun, or whatever is readily available) and
make known my thinking on the matter!
—31311 Chelsie Pl.
Magnolia, TX 77354-3405

Freedom is the possession
of only those who have
the courage to defend it.
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Jehovah Versus
All the Gods of Egypt?

5. The plague of murrain (diseased livestock) was next.
(Exo. 9:1-7). Egypt had many gods fashioned as bulls or cattle;
Apis, Ptah, Hathor, Mnevis…

Jess Whitlock

Ramses the Great: the Man and the Myth. About 20 years
ago I went to Dallas for that exhibit. It was impressive to learn
about the man, but there was myth! The claim was made that
Ramses was the Pharaoh of the Exodus. It is my conviction the
date of the exodus was ca. 1446 B.C. It is my conviction that
the Pharaoh of Egypt at the time of the exodus was probably
Thutmosis III. Moses and Pharaoh observed God’s “Ten Lesson
Course” as God came to the tenth plague.
For I will go through the land of Egypt in that night, and will
smite all the first-born in the land of Egypt, both man and
beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am Jehovah (Exo. 12:12).

The one true God took on all the gods of Egypt and overcame many idol gods that belonged to Egypt:
1. Water of the Nile became blood, water was undrinkable. (Exo. 7:14-24). The spirit of the Nile was called Hapi, the
goddess of the Nile was called Tauret, and the Nile was considered the bloodstream of Osiris.
2. The plague of frogs covered the whole land. (Exo. 8:115). Egypt looked to frogs as the goddess of birth, and named
this goddess Heqt or Hekt.
3. Next the lice came upon men and beasts alike. (Exo.
8:16-19). Seb or Geb was Egypt’s earth-god. Remember the lice
came from the dust at the hand of Moses.
4. Next came the swarms of flies. (Exo. 8:20-32). The
flies came only upon the land of Egypt and not in Goshen. Egypt
had a fly-god called Uatchit.

6. The plague of boils affected only the Egyptians. (Exo.
9:8-12). Sekhmet was the goddess of epidemics, and Serapis
was their god of healing. The latter god was in the form of a
serpent. Look at the insignia of medical institutions today and
behold the serpent! Yet, Egypt’s magicians were unable to appear before Pharaoh because of this plague.
7. The plague of hail mingled with fire followed. (Exo.
9:13-35). Egypt had a sky-goddess that was appropriately
named Nut. Isis and Seth were the deities of Egypt to protect
the crops. Shu was the god of the atmosphere. (His name was
mentioned quite frequently during the 4th plague).
8. Then it was time for the locusts to make an appearance.
(Exo. 10:1-20). Serapia was the protector of Egypt from locusts!
Recall that Isis and Seth served as protector of crops. The crop
loss in Egypt was 100%.
9. Then came three days of darkness. (Exo. 10:21-29).
The sun-gods of Egypt were myriad: Ra, Atum, Horus, Amonra, et al. There was no light in Egypt for three days. Egypt even
had a god of the sunset, Tem. But, there was no sunrise neither
sunset for three days. There was light in Goshen.
10. The final plague was the death of the first-born. (Exo.
12:29-36). Pharaoh was considered a god and his first-born died.
Heqt or Hekt was the goddess of birth, and Meskhenet presided
at childbirth. Selket or Serqa was Egypt’s guardian of life.
Jehovah God went “against all the gods of Egypt” and won
hands down!
— 2225 W. Morton St.
Denison, TX 75020

The Scripturecache—New Website!

Exposition, Exegesis, and Commentary on a
variety of Bible Topics and Passages

Over the past half-century-plus I have had the opportunity to write hundreds of articles and manuscripts. My
late beloved wife, Lavonne, and our son, Andy, have written a considerable body of material as well. These documents treating various Bible and Bible-related subjects total several thousand pages.

Dub McClish
Lavonne McClish
Andy McClish
At the urging of others we are making these materials more widely available than possible by printed media.
Through our Website, these are accessible at no charge to Bible students everywhere. If the things we have written help even one person to a better understanding of the Sacred Text and to a closer relationship with its Divine
Author, we will feel amply rewarded. Please visit thescripturecache soon. —Dub McClish
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WAIT ON THE LORD

FREE WILL

Bruce Stulting

Daniel Denham

We live in a fast-paced world. It seems like people
thrive on fast food, fast Internet and fast cars. They want
to get ahead of the other guy. We tell people, “Eat my dust”
and compete in what some call a “rat race.” We want things
“ASAP” or “Done yesterday.” (Is that even possible?). Some
even say, “I can’t wait for tomorrow!” (What else are they
going to do?). Such frenzied living has caused many to be
stressed out and others to suffer from mental and physical
maladies.

One of the areas often hotly disputed in religion and philosophy is the question of human free will. Are human beings
free moral agents? Do they have the inherent ability to choose to
do certain things or not do those things? Do they have the power
to obey or disobey God on their own volition? Many philosophies are deterministic in nature. By “deterministic” we refer to
the idea that human beings have no real free will and that their
actions are completely predetermined by forces outside of their
control. Even in many religions, determinism is a central part of
the belief system.

This impatient attitude has afflicted some of God’s
children. In the time of Isaiah, Jerusalem was beset round
about by enemies. They were crying out for deliverance and thought that God was not listening or was unable to help in their time of great need. This led many
to despair and others to give up their faith and turn to
idolatry. They demanded that God operate on their timetable. However, in chapter forty, Isaiah comforts the people,
reminding them of God’s wisdom and power. He then instructs them to “wait” on the Lord and reminds them that
those who patiently wait on the Lord will be blessed (vs. 31).

However, the doctrine of determinism is counter-intuitive,
meaning that from the outset it runs contrary to what common
sense itself would seem to dictate. If every action by a human
being is completely predetermined by outside forces acting independently from one’s own will, then no one could rightly be
held accountable for any action. No one would be responsible
for what they do. The very concept of justice runs counter to
this conclusion. It is clearly false that people are not at all responsible for their actions. They most certainly are responsible
and are held so by our own legal systems, which operate on the
premise of personal responsibility to abide by the legal norms
and statutes of society for the sake of stability, peace, and safety.
This is fundamental to any orderly society. To hold people responsible is implicit in any legal system. This presupposes the
ability of people to comply of their own free will with the laws
of that society.

Like Jerusalem of old, we must learn to trust in God and
allow Him to work things out in His own time. Christians
are encouraged, “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for
he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee”
(Heb. 13:5). We are to walk by faith, not by sight (2 Cor.
5:7). Those who are impatient with God are walking by
sight. Faith is unshakable acceptance that leaves no room for
doubt. When one walks by faith, he takes God at His word
and trusts in His wisdom. Prayer must be offered in faith
without wavering (Jam. 1:5). Persistence in prayer does not
imply doubt or impatience (Luke 11:6-8).
One thing that will help with impatience in life (secular
and spiritual) is to learn contentment. Paul stated, “...I have
learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content” (Phi. 4:11). Paul declared, “...I know whom I have
believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that
which I have committed unto him against that day” (2
Tim. 1:12). So, when things seem hopeless, wait on the Lord
and He will deliver you!
—925A Fish Hatchery Road
Huntsville, TX 77320

Many a man has turned and
left the dock just before
his ship came in.
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Also, the idea of determinism is self-defeating in that it implies that one cannot change one’s mind of his own accord. This
contradicts the practice of teaching deterministic systems in religion or philosophy. Teaching implies the capacity for the one
taught to learn, which implies some measure of control of will
on his or her part. It is patently absurd to maintain that people
ought to come to believe in the specific deterministic system
while maintaining that it is impossible for them to do so of their
own accord. When one holds to determinism, he implicitly admits the falsity of his position when he seeks to rationally convince others of its truth. If the system were true, then people
would have to believe in it anyway. They would be compelled
to do so by the predetermining power outside themselves to do
so. So why spend time arguing for its truth? Why try to convince someone that he really cannot be convinced of anything
of himself? That would be an exercise in futility, if the system
were really true.
The Bible teaches that man is a free moral agent. We have
the innate ability to choose to obey God. “Choose you this day
whom ye will serve…,” proclaimed Joshua to the Hebrews in
his farewell address (Jos. 24:15). Christianity is premised on the
ability of “whosoever will” to come and drink of the waters of
life (Rev. 22:17). The invitation of Christ is open to all (Mat.
11:28–30).
—4134 Banbury Circle
Parrish, FL 34219
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCHES
-ColoradoDenver–Piedmont Church of Christ, 1602 S. Parker Rd. Ste. 109, Denver,
CO 80231, Sunday: 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. www.piedmontcoc.
net, Lester Kamp, evangelist. (720) 535-5807.

-EnglandCambridgeshire–Cambridge City Church of Christ, meeting at The
Manor Community College, Arbury Rd., Cambridge, CB4 2JF. Sun.,
Bible Study--10:30 a.m., Worship-- 11:30 a.m.; Tue. Bible Study--7:30
p.m. www.CambridgeCityCoC.org.uk. Keith Sisman, Gospel Preacher.
Contacts: Keith Sisman [By phone inside USA (281) 475-8247; Inside
the U.K.: Cambridge (England): 01223-911243]; Alternative Cambridge
contacts: Joan Moulton - 01223-210101; Postal/mailing Address - PO BOX
1, Ramsey Huntingdon, PE26 2YZ United Kingdom

-FloridaOcoee–Ocoee Church of Christ, 2 East Magnolia Street, Ocoee, FL 34761.
Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. David Hartbarger,
Evangelist, (407) 656-2516.
Pensacola–Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Field Road, Pensacola,
FL 32526, Sun. 9:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Michael
Hatcher, evangelist, (850) 455-7595.

-MontanaHelena–Mountain View Church of Christ, 1400 Joslyn Street, Helena,
Mt. 59601, Sun.: 10:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., Matt
Bidmead (406) 461-9199.
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-Oklahoma-

Porum–Church of Christ, 8 miles South of I-40 at Hwy 2, Warner exit.
Sun. 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Lawson, evangelist, email:
allenlawson@earth-comm.com.

-South CarolinaBelvedere (Greater Augusta, Georgia Area)–Church of Christ, 535
Clearwater Road, Belvedere, SC 29841,www.belvederechurchofchrist.
org; e-mail belvecoc@gmail.com, (8-3) 442-6388, Sun.: 10:00 a.m., 11:00
a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m.,

TexasDenton area–Northpoint Church of Christ, 4224 N. I-35 (Greenway Plaza,
just north of Cracker Barrel). Mailing address: 4224 N. I-35, Denton, TX
76207. E-mail: northpointcoc@hotmail.com. Website: www.northpointcoc.
com. Sunday: 9:30, 10:30, 1:00; Wednesday 7:00. Contact: Dub McClish:
(940) 387-1429; dubmcclish@gmail.com.
Houston area–Spring Church of Christ, 1327 Spring Cypress, P.O. Box
39, Spring, TX 77383, (281) 353-2707. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 1:30
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., David P. Brown, evangelist. Home of the Spring
Contending for the Faith Lectures, and the internet school, Truth Bible
Institute. www.churchesofchrist.com.
Huntsville–1380 Fish Hatchery Rd. Huntsville, TX 77320. Sun. 9 a. m.,
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (936) 438-8202.
Richwood–1600 Brazosport, Richwood, TX. Sun. 9:30; 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.,
Wed. 7 p.m. (979) 265-4256.
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