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IRA Y RICE, JR.'s 

Newsletter 
RESTORATION MOVEMENT I S  AT THE 
CROSSROADS; WHITHER I N  THE '70S? 

Dear Brethren : 

A s  b r o t h e r  Guy N. Woods s o  cogent ly  has  po in ted  o u t ,  it t a k e s  
b u t  a s i n g l e  gene ra t ion  f o r  u s  t o  l o s e  t h e  Res to ra t ion  Movement. 

That movement, which began wi th  such g r e a t  hopes, i n  1793, t o  
r e s t o r e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t o  i ts  o r i g i n a l  b a s i s ,  a s  t augh t  and approved 
i n  t h e  New Testament, now is i n  i ts  177 th  year .  Never before ,  from 
t h e  days of James O r K e l l y  onward, has it appeared t o  be i n  g r e a t e r  
jeopardy of  o u t r i g h t  d e s t r u c t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  r i g h t  now, as w e  are a- 
bout t o  e n t e r  a new decade,  t h e  f o r c e s  of  e r r o r  are s o  i n f i l t r a t e d  
i n  our  mids t  t h a t  no th ing  s h o r t  o f  an a l l - o u t  b a t t l e  f o r  t h e  t r u t h  
o f  t h e  gospel  is  l i k e l y  t o  p re se rve  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  e f f o r t  through 
t h e  1970s. This  is t h e  decade t h a t  w i l l  e i t h e r  "make o r  breakv t h e  
e n t i r e  under taking.  

What seems d i f f i c u l t  f o r  many among us  t o  g r a s p  i s  t h e  mor ta l  
n a t u r e  of  t h e  s t r u g g l e  now rag ing  among us  between t h o s e  who real- 
l y  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  Res to ra t ion  Movement--based s t r i c t l y  on what t h e  
New Testament teaches--and t h o s e  who r e a l l y  do n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  it-- 
b u t  would l i b e r a l i z e  it beyond a l l  recoqni t ion .  I would b e t h e l a s t  
t o  impugn t h e  motives o f  most o f  t h o s e  o therwise  a b l e ,  t a l e n t e d ,  i f  
n o t  a lmost  wholly admirable  b r e t h r e n  who have risen among us seek- 
i nq  t o  l e a d  away t h e  d i s c i p l e s .  A s  n e a r l y  as I can judge, t h e i r e f -  
fo;ts are n o t  based on any - l ack  of  c h a r a c t e r  b u t  simply upon m- 
l ief!  And because they  no lonqe r  BELIEVE i n  r e s t o r i n g  C h r i s t i a n i t y  - 
t o  t h e  B i b l e  b a s i s ,  t h i s  accounts  f o r  t h e i r  having a r i s e n  speaking 
"perverse  th ings ."  ( A c t s  20:29-30) 

It w a s  f o r e t o l d  as f a r  back as Zechariah 13:6 t h a t J e s u s w o u l d  
be  wounded i n  t h e  house o f  h i s  f r i e n d s .  I have t h e  f e e l i n g t h a t a n y  
number o f  t h e s e  l i b e r a l i z i n g  f a l s e  t e a c h e r s  who have a r i s e n  i n  our  
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ranks view themselves a s  f r i e n d s  of  Christ-- 
and, i n  t u r n ,  a r e  s o  viewed b y t h e i r  fellows. 
Like t h e  s e c t a r i a n  churches from whom we a r e  
t o l d  we should " learn ,"  they th ink they be- 
l i e v e  i n  %; they j u s t  don' t  believewhatHe 
: SO it i s  t h a t  i n  H i s  - ( ev iden t ly in  
a l l  qood conscience) ,  thev a r e  s t r i v i n q  d i l -  
igenf ly ,  pract ica l ly 'n ighk and day, t o s o  re- 
s t r u c t u r e  t h e  church, t h a t  when t h e y a r e f i n -  
ished with it any resemblance between it and 
what He tauqht w i l l  be s t r i c t l y  accidenta l !  

0. H. TALLMAN, J R . .  WAS PROGENITOR 
OF THIS WHOLE "RESTRUCTURING" FROCESS 

Many o f  us,  who grasp what is  happening 
t o  us & a, seem t o  f e e l  t h a t  it is  s t r i c t -  
l v  of  r ecen t  vintaqe. Not so. Welldosome of  
us r e c a l l  t h e  days-of 0. H. Tallman, Jr., a- 
long i n  t h e  '40s,  when he was t h e  very f i r s t  
one among us t o  "go o f f  a f t e r "  Liberalism and - 
Modernism, while supposed t o  be evangelizing 
i n  t h e  New York and New England area.  He was 
a good f r i e n d  of mine, personally. And I re- 
c a l l  how shocked I was when I f i r s t  foundout 
of h i s  doc t r ina l  defection. Those of  us who 
knew, believed and loved t h e  t r u t h  could no t  
comprehend how one who had s a c r i f i c e d  f o r  it 
a s  much a s  0. H. could t u r n  from it and t a k e  
o f f  a f t e r  something a s  t r a n s p a r e n t l y f a l s e a s  
that !  Brethren w e r e  dispatched t o  g o u p t h e r e  
and r e s t o r e  brother  Tallman, a c c o r d i n g t o t h e  
teaching i n  Galatians 6:l. For a while,  some 
thought t h i s  r e s t o r a t i o n  successful .  I among 
them. However, it d id  no t  l a s t .  F inal ly  bro- 
t h e r  Tallman j u s t  wandered complete lyoffand 
nothing has been heard from h i m i n a g r e a t m -  
ny years. A s  f a r  a s  I know, h e  could be  dead 
by now. A s  f a r  a s  being of any use  t o  Chris- 
t i a n i t y  i s  concerned, he might a s  w e l l  be! I 
sti l l  love him--alive o r  dead--but a f t e r  he 
defected from t h e  t r u t h ,  h i s  value t o t h e r e -  
s t o r a t i o n  movement came abrupt ly  t o  an end. 

ACADEKIC ACCREDITATION--THE PRIMARY SO'JRCE 
OF INFILTRATION BY LIBERALISM/MODERNISM 

Whereas 0. H. Tallman, Jr., appears t h e  
f i r s t  t o  have defected from t h e  t r u t h  i n  fa- 
G f  t h e  liberalism/modernism heresy,  cer-  
t a i n l y  he was by no means t h e  m! Over the  
pas t  25  yea r s ,  w e  have witnessed a s t e a d y e x -  
odus of brethren from t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  e f f o r t  
--perhaps t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of  themthrougha- 
cadernics supposedly t o  he lp  qual i fy  our col-  
leges  fo r  higher acc red i t a t ion!  It has prov- 
ed t o  be one of  t h e  most perversely f r u s t r a -  
t i n g  experiences imaginabie. Our colleges&- 
most a l l  s t a r t e d  o u t  p r i m a r i l x  a s  schools of 
preachinq. Their  ob jec t  was t o  t r a i n  Christ-  
ian workers t o  teach t h e  t r u t h  t o  o thers .  A t  
first, before academic a c c r e d i t a t i o n b e g a n t o  
r a i s e  i ts  ugly head, it r e a l l y  worked, too! 

Then, sometime along i n  t h e  l a t e  ' 4 0 s o r  
ea r ly  'SOs, s o  gradually and slowlyyoucould 
hardly t e l l  it, a change i n  emphasis inexor- 
ably began i n f i l t r a t i n g  "our schools." Rath- 
e r  than keeping our goal of worldwide evanq- 
elism uppermost and foremost i n  mind, almost - 
insensibly  we began s u b s t i t u t i n g a n o t h e r g o a l  
--academic excellence--in i ts  place. I n  t h e  
early s tages  of t h i s  change, we t o l d  oursel-  
ves,  it was s o  t h a t  our schools might become 
accredited.  To our dismay, once we began go- 
ing t h a t  rou te ,  f i r s t  we discovered t h a t  t h e  

acc red i t ing  bodies would not accept anywhere 
near  a s  much Bible a s  we f e l t  they should to- - 
ward a degree from a Chr i s t i an  college.  Many 
of  US b r i d l e d  a t  t h e  whole idea  of a not-ev- 
en-rel iqious (much less Chr i s t i an )  body pre- 
suming t o  te l l  "our" schools how much Bible 
w e  could teach. However, the decisionwas not 
l e f t  t o  bre thren a s  a whole. It wastakenuD- 
on themselves l a rge ly  by those  in charge bf 
our var ious  school administrat ions.  And once 
they gave over t o  the acc red i t ing  bodies ev- 
en e much, s t e p  by s t e p  academic recogni- 
t ion .  not  Bible. beaan  re-em~tina t h e  Dlace 
of  ~ paramount imbortince' even 6n o& supposed 
t o  be Chr i s t i an  campuses! 

(Something Paul Faullcner t o l d  m e ,  while 
he was studvinq fo r  h i s  PhD. on leavefromllb- 
i l e n e  c h r i s t i a n  College, some two o r  p o s s i b  
l y  t h r e e  years  ago, helped m e  t o  s e e a l l  t h i s  
more c lea r ly .  "While I was a t  ACC," Paul re- 
c a l l e d ,  " a l l  I could hear was '%foryour&e 
to ra te !  Go f o r  your doc to ra te l '  Now I ' m  s tu-  
dying f o r  my doc to ra te  o n a  Bap t i s t  campus-- 
and a l l  I hear is 'Preachthewordl P reach the  
word: "' How is that f o r  a switch1 It s o r t  of 
shakes you up, doesn ' t  i t ?  W e l l ,  i f  it does- 
n ' t ,  a t  l e a s t  it should! When w e  have reach- 
ed a s t a g e  t h a t  w n e  Bapt i s t shavegrea t -  
er concern f o r  preaching t h e  word than Abil- 
ene Chr i s t i an  College (while ACC " f l ips"  ov- 
er academics), it would appear thathCCas se- 
duction by acc red i t a t ion  is  p r a c t i c a l l y  com- 
ple te .  And what is t r u e  a t  ACC, Abilene,Tex- 
a s ,  l a r g e l y  e i t h e r  has already becometrueat  
severa l  of our o the r  campuses o r  r ap id ly  is  
heading i n  t h a t  same di rect ion!  On practical- 
l y  every campus, w e  st i l l  have i n d i v i d u a l b  
s t r u c t o r s  and teachers  who are standing firm 
fo r  t h e  word; but  usual ly  such are lookedup-  
on a s  "odd-balls," whereas almost anyone who 
has a PhD (o r  i ts  equivalent)  can g e t b y w i t h  
almost anything--Christian o r  n o t l )  

A s  d e s i r a b l e  a s  a Doctor's Degree might 
be otherwise,  if it becomes themeansthrough 
which t h e  gospel of  Chr i s t  is  corrupted what 
"doth it prof i t ?"  It is  no accident  t h a t  in-  
creased numbers of our most b r i l l i a n t ,  prom- 
i s i n g  young men a l ready have l e f t  t h e  church 
e n t i r e l y  a f t e r  studying under one o r  more of  
our l i b e r a l i z i n g  f a l s e  teachers  dot ted  s t r a -  
t e g i c a l l y  on possibly t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t o f o u r  
campuses. I f  a teacher  on down i n  t h e  esche- 
lons  of  t h e  academic ladder  i s  caught teach- 
ing e r r o r ,  a pres ident  may f i r e  u. But you 
let  t h a t  same f a l s e  teacher have aSDoctorate 
and watch how f a s t  he is  let go.Everyexcuse 
imaginable usual ly  w i l l  be made t o  keep him1 
Never mind t h a t  he is  corrupt ing theminds of 
your boy o r  g i r l - -or  mine. A f t e r  a l l ,  remem- 
ber ,  he has a P h b - i s  the re fo re  something we 
have t o  accept ,  whether he teaches t h e  t r u t h  
o r  not! Baloney! 

GEORGE HOWARD WAS FINALLY LET "RESIGN" 
AT LIPSCOMB--BUT WHAT ABOUT JOHN McRAY? 

Lest  any should f e e l  t h a t  I ambeing too  
general  in what I have s a i d  on t h e  problem-- 
up t o  t h i s  point--perhaps I should c i t e  some 
ac tua l  cases  i n  peing. Let  us begin with t h e  
case  of Georqe Howard, who got  h i s  PhD (from 
a Jewish theological  seminary of some sort--  
it could no t  matter  l e s s )  and taught a t  Dav- 
i d  Lipscomb College through t h e  s m e r o f 6 8 .  
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I n  t h e  F a l l  of 1964, s i s t e r  Rice and I ,  
having j u s t  returned from o u  second journey 
a s  missionaries t o  Southeast Asia, placedone 
of our most b r i l l i a n t  s tudents  from t h a t  en- 
tire p a r t  of t h e  world on t h e  Lipscomb camp- 
us. L i t t l e  d id  w e  dream t h a t ,  i n s o d o i n g ,  w e  
were pu t t ing  h e r i n a  goodwaytohaveher f a i t h  
damaged if no t  o u t r i g h t  destroyed.Her favor- 
i t e  teacher was George Howard. 

If t h e r e  had been any way f o r u s  t o  know 
a t  t h a t  time j u s t  t h e  s o r t  of teaching being 
done by brother  Howard, w e  would have jerked 
he r  ou t  of h i s  c l a sses  ( i f  not  ou t  of  Lips- 
comb College, e n t i r e l y )  before h i s  ministra-  
t i o n s  could do fu r the r  damage. By the t ime  w e  
found ou t ,  it already was too l a t e !  

W e  might never have found ou t ,  i n  f a c t ,  
had not my own w i f e ,  sister Vada Rice, deci- 
ded t o  f i n i s h  her own degree--at Lipscomb. 

Normally, Vada i s  such a self-possessed 
and even-tempered l i t t l e  somebody t h a t  I was 
astonished,  during t h e  Spring Quar te r  of t h e  
1966-67 academic year ,  t o  note  how of ten  she  
r e t u n e d  from school completely upset! With- 
out  exception,  it was always something which 
George Howard had e i t h e r  taught o r  implied i n  
c l a s s  t h a t  day somehow e i t h e r  contrary  t o  o r  
out  of harmony with t h e  word of God1 A t  f i r s t  
I f e l t  t h a t  possibly she had j u s t  f a i l e d  t o  
grasp h i s  meaning. But, then,  my wife i s  no- 
body's fool. (She graduatedthi rd  i n h e r c l a s s  
t h a t  year.) And when her a g i t a t i o n  continued 
time a f t e r  time, even I could begin t o  sense 
t h a t  something was se r ious ly  wrong wi th  How- 
ard ' s  teaching. I resolved t o  do somethingin 
bring it t o  t h e  adminis t ra t ion 's  a t t en t ion .  

A th ing  of t h i s  kind i s  admittedly del-  
icate--so much so,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  I wasn't a t  
a l l  s u r e  jus t  whom I should approach. Broth- 
e r  Charl ie Morris, of Tuscumbia, Alabarra, a t  
t h a t  time. was l u s t  a  newlv-a~~oinLed member 
of t h e  ~ i ~ s c o m b ~ ~ o l l e g e  bo-ard--of d i rec to r s .  
As a long-time f r i end  of mine, I f e l t  confi- 
dent  t h a t  I could approach him about themat-  
t e r  without being misunderstood. I mentioned 
it t o  him t h a t  June a t  t h e  BlueRidgeEncamp- 
m a t ,  and he promised t o  look i n t o  it, which 
I am sure  he did. But nothing happened. 

Next. a t  mv ins i s t ence ,  Vada approached 
Ba t se l l  B k r e t t - B a x t e r ,  headof ~ i p s i d m b ' s  B i -  
b l e  department, about it, i n v i t i n g  h i m t o o u r  
home t o  go through her classroom notes  which 
she had taken down under Howard's i n s t r u c t -  
ion. H e  came. In f a c t ,  he took approximately 
one hour t o  go through those  notes  a s  metic- 
ulously a s  t h e  circumstances seemed necessa- 
ry. He t o l d  m e ,  on h i s  way ou t  t h e  door, re-  
garding others who - had questioned How- 
a rd ' s  soundness--however, t h a t  he had had no 
idea  t h a t  t h e  of  h i s  fa lseness  was a s  
widespread and general  a s  Vada's notes indi -  
cated. H e  explained t h a t  he was, r i g h t  then,  
on h i s  way t o  t h e  hosp i t a l  f o r  a se r ious  op- 
e ra t ion ;  hence he could do nothing u n t i l  a f -  
t e r  recovery. However, he promised t h a t  jus t  
a s  soon a s  he returned from the  h o s p i t a l  and 
was back on h i s  f e e t  dnce more, he d e f i n i t e -  
l y  would go i n t o  t h i s  with brother  Howard. I 
have not t h e  s l i g h t e s t  doubt t h a t  t h i s i s  ex- 
a c t l y  what he did. = nothing happened1 

(Continued on Page 6 )  

What Others Are Saying about 

IRA Y. RICE, JR. 's New Books 

m e n ,  b y t h e ~ a n  mHE 
of 1966, it was evident 
t h a t  somethinq j u s t  had 
t o  be done about the  in-  
roads of Liberalism and 
Modernism (more by 
f a r  than had been, 
up t o  t h a t  time), I 

warning--brother- 

On THE saw f t  t o  r a i s e  a Maor 
hood-wide --calcu- 
l a t e d  t o a r o u s e e f -  
f e c t i v e  action. I n  
"AXE ON THE ROOT" 
V~ i ;  .- - -- , - -  ii sounded forth--  (VOLUMES 1 & 11) 
loud and c lea r .  Of 
t h e  6,500 who have ordered Volume I--and t h e  
3,500 who have ordered Volume 11--here a r e  a 
few of t h e i r  more-recent comments: 

8. C. McCarley, minis ter ,  Waco, TeMs, 
September 15 ,  1969: "Dear I r a :  I have read 
your two volumes on 'Axe on t h e  Root 'andap- 
p r e c i a t e  s o  very much what you have done i n  
these  volumes. Every informed preacher knows 
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an e f f o r t  a foo t  t o  a l t e r  t h e  
Lord's church and t h e  gospel it preaches. If 
some have t h e i r  way t h e  church i n  a fewyears  
w i l l  be nothing more than another 'Holy Rol- 
l e r '  group. I amt ru ly  s o r r y t h a t t h i s i s  t r u e ,  
but Campus Advance and i t s  e f f o r t s ,  and some 
of t h e  a n t i c s  of  some of t h e  b e t t e r  known 
brethren in t h e  pas t  two o r  t h r e e  years  a r e  
ample evidences of th is . . . I t  would be a good 
th ing f o r  every Elder and Deacon along with 
t h e  preachers t o  read both volumesof 'Axe on 
t h e  Root.' I do commendthemtoeverythought- 
f u l  Christ ian. .  ." 

James L. Neal, e lde r ,  Springdale, Ark- 
ansas,  Ju ly  I Q ,  1969: "...I've justreadqAXE 
on t h e  ROOT' by I r a  Y .  Rice, Volume I and 
s t a r t e d  t h e  second Volume, having run across  
these  books with Gene Clper, r egu la r  preach- 
er f o r  t h e  church a t  Siloam Sprinss.  Arkans- 
as...This matter  should have a wide-spread 
reading r ightnowamongthechurchesof  Chr is t .  ... The time is over due f o r  us t o  s tand up 
and be counted f o r  ' t h e  o ld  pathers '  (Jer.6: 
1 6 ) l  The r a p i d i t y  i n  t h e  change i n  technolo- 
gy r equ i res  moresteadfastness intheunehang- 
ing and unchangeable New Testament church.." 

Charles E. Moore, minis ter ,  Harrison- 
b u s ,  Virginia ,  March 26, 1969: .'Dear BroLh- 
e r  Rice: I commend and hishly  recommend both 
volumes of  Axe on t h e  ~ o o t .  i s  you well  know 
beina aware of t h e  e v i l  t h a t  e x i s t s  does no t  - 2~~~~ ~ - ~ ~ .-- ~~~ ~ 

s top  it, but it is a g rea t  help  i n  preventing 
i t s  spread. Perhaps one of t h e  contr ibut ing 
f a c t o r s  t o  t h i s  modernism i s  t h a t  men a r e  so 
hungry f o r  l a r g e  numbers and anxious t o  re- 
por t  many responses, t h a t  they f ind themsel- 
ves compromising the  t ru th .  Oh f o r  t h e  day 
t h a t  w e  w i l l  a l l  hunaerand t h i r s t a f t e r r i a h t -  ~ ~~ 

eousness (Matthew 516). Cer ta in ly  ir: is easy 
t o  see why God requ i res  v i g i l a n t  men i n  t h e  
eldership.. .Thank you f o r  sounding t h e  alarm!' 



Brethren, the - Cs 
LIBERALISM, MODERNISM AND PSEUDO 

The Question is: 
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Read the Answers given by 

IRA Y. RICE, JR. 
in his TWO LATEST BOOKS 

Axe on the Root-vol. I 
(Published Originally in November, 1966) 

Axe on the Root-vo~. 11 
ALL NEW MATERIAL 

(first Edition Fresh from the Press-August, 1967) 



use is at Sfake! 
YTELLECTUALISM ARE ON THE AITACK 

Some of the CHAPTER HEADINGS: 

AXE ON THE R O O T  N u m e  I) 
Chapter I-"ARE WE FACED WlTH AN EDUCATIONAL 

TROJAN HORSE?" 
Chapter 2-"INNER-CITY VS. WORLD EVANGELISM(?)" 
Chapter 3-"AN UNCERTAIN SOUND" 
Chapter 4--"LANGUAGE OF ASHDOD AND HISTORY 

MISAPPLIED" 
Chapter !&"WOODS, COLLINS, SNOW, LEMMONS, 

OTHERS ON THE ALERT" 
Chapter 6"ARE LOVELL, NICHOLS MISSING THE POINT?" 
Chapter 7-"RANKIN. BALES, WALKER, MULLINAX SHARE 

IN THE GENERAL ALARM" 
Chapter =JACKSON, WALLACE HEARD FROM 

ON 'DIALOGUE' " 
Chapter 9-". . . AND WHAT ABOUT THIS WORD 'RELEVANT'?" 
Chapter I V ' H O W  ACCOUNT K>R CURRENT AllEMPT TO 

CHANGE THE CHURCH?" 

AXE ON THE R O O T  (Volume 11) 
Chapter I-"MENE, MENE TEKEL UPHARSIN" 
Chapter 2-"ARE YOU READING GARY MORE NOW BUT AGREE- 

ING WlTH HIM LESS?" 
Chapter 3-"CAN TWO WALK TOGETHER EXCEPT THEY BE 

AGREED?" 
Chapter 4--"AND WHAT SHALL WE SAY OF MACK ('THE KNIFE'?] 

LANGFORD'S 'SUICIDAL TENDENCY'?" 
Chapter 5-"SHOULD WE PAT HARRELL ON THE BACK, BRETHREN? 

--OR WHERE?" 
Chapter &"WHAT OF BROTHERHOOD PUBLICATIONS GIVING 

CURRENCY TO SUCH FALSE TEACHING?" 
Chapter 7-"WHAT OF THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE SINCE ITS 'RE- 

STATEMENT OF EDITORIAL POLICY'?" 
Chapter 8-"INFILTRATING THE BROTHERHOOD WITH FALSE TEACH- 

ING THROUGH OUR PUBLICATIONS" 
Chapter 9-"IS JlMMlE MEDDLING WHEN HE SHOULD BE LISTENING?" 
Chapter I &"ARE THERE YET 7.000 WHO HAVE NOT BOWED THE KNEE?" 
Chapter I I-"BROTHERHOOD RESPONSE TO 'AXE ON THE ROOT'- 

VOLUME I" 
Chapter 12-"WHERE THE PSEUDO-INTELLECTUAL RELIGIOUS APPROACH 

IS HEADED" 
Chapter 13-"MEN AND BRETHREN, WHAT SHALL WE DO?" 
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"AXE ON THE ROOT"--VOLW 111--ANNOUNCED 
FOR FEBRUARY: IS NOW I N  PRODUCTION... 

It had been my hope t o  have "Axe on t h e  
~ o o t , "  Volume 111, ready i n  time f o r  t h e  lec- 
t u r e s  a t  Freed-Hardeman College, February 2. 
A l l  during January I have w r i t t e n , e d i t e d a n d  
worked d i l i o e n t l v  t o  t h a t  end. I now have it 

Production i s  f a r  enough along now t h a t  
I am a b l e  t o  announce t h e  titles of t h e  first 
ten chapters  of Volume 111. They a r e  a s  fo l -  - 
lows : 

Chapter 1--REFOCUSING M. F. COTTRELL 
Chapter 2--LAYING THE AXE TO ROBERT 

MEYERS' "VOICES OF CONCERN" 
Chapter 3 -- LOGAN 3. FOX--"DESTINY 

OR DISEASE?" 
Chapter 4 -- "FAILURES OF FUNDAMENTALISM" 

--AND 3. P. SANDERS - - - - 

Chapter 5--INHIBITING LAURIE HIBBETT'S 
"TIME TO SPEAK" 

Chapter 6 -- IS FOOKS' "FELLOWSHIP" OF 
BELIEVERS? OR UNBELIEVERS? 

Chapter 7 -- DOES ARTHUR T. BOONE "TRIM 
THE WICK?" OR "PUT OUT THE 
LIGHT?" 

Chapter 8--DOUBTw THOMAS--AND HOW 
THAT WORK I N  NORWICH 
BEGAN 

Chapter 9 -- DWAIN EVANS' "EXODUS"--OUT 
OF THE AREA OR OUT OF THE 
CHURCH? 

Chapter 10--BOB HOOVER, "SOUNDS OF 
PENTECOST"--AND "BALONEY! " 

Many add i t iona l  chapters a r e  needed be- 
s ides  these--and I may have room f o r  one--or 
maybe two--more. I could say concerning whom 
--but perhaps it is b e s t  t o  keep them a lit- 
t l e  i n  suspense. Anyway, t h e  foregoing chap- 
ter headings should be enough t o  make Volume 
I11 in te res t ing .  Already w e  have received 
advance s i n  l e  orders  i n t o  t h e  hundreds. Any 
number o*bookstores and dea le r s  have l e t  
us know they plan t o  s tock Volume III-- some 
of  them in l o t s  of 50, 100 o r  more. One bro- 
t h e r  i n  Yuma, Arizona, ordered 50. Andonein  
Cal i fornia  s a i d  put  him down fo r  1,000! 

To encourage t h e  widest poss ib le  c i rcu-  
l a t i o n  of these  books, we purposelyhavekept 
them low i n  price--even aliowing f a r  guanti- 
t y  r a t e s  on top of tha t .  Pr ices  are-- 

"AXE ON THE ROOT" -- Vol.1 Vol.11 Vol.111 

Single  Copy........ 81.00... $2.00.... 82.00 
Five Copies ........ 84.50... $9.00 .... 89.00 
Ten Copies.. ....... $8.00...816.00 $16.00 

(Dealer Rates Upon Request) 

The cooperation of a l l  t h o s e c h i l d r e n o f  
chi ldren of  God who want t o s e e  H i s t r u t h  sur- 
vive  t h i s  generation i s  s o l i c i t e d .  Help d i s -  
t r i b u t e  "?+z$ on k& R_o_o_g," Volumes I, II&III! -- -- --- ---- 

Order from 

IRA Y. RICE, JR. 
950 Greerland Drive 

Nashvil le,  Tennessee 37204 
( O r  from Your Favorite Chr i s t i an  Book Dealer) 

RESTORATION MOVEMENT AT THE CROSSROADS-.. 
(Continued from Page 3) 

Four days before  I was scheduled t o  be- 
gin t h e  long journey hack t o  Singapore--for 
our third long-term e f f o r t  t h e r e - - t h a t  Nov- 
ember, as I was coming ou t  of  t h e  Third Nat- 
ional  Bank, in Green Hills/Nashvil le,  Tenn., 
I chanced t o  m e e t  brother  James R. Byers. He 
i s  chairman of t h e  board of  d i r e c t o r s f o r D a -  
v id  Lipscomb College. 

I re la ted  t h e  s t o r y ,  a s  f a r  a s  I have-- 
per foregoing. Brother Eyers l i s t ened .  Then, 
when I had f in i shed ,  h e t o l d m e t o g e t i n t o u c h  
a t  once with brother  Athens Clav P u l l i a s  who 
i s  pres ident  a t  Lipsconb College. I promised 
him t h a t  I would do so. However, I found Out 
t h a t  t h i s  i s  e a s i e r  promised than donel Ima- 
gine  my astonishment, when I telephoned Pul- 
l i a s *  o f f i c e  and w a s  informed b y h i s  secre ta-  
ry  t h a t  it would be three weeks b e f o r e a n a p  
pointment t o  s e e  him could be arrangedl 

Well, by then,  I had had it a l m o s t u p t o  
here  t r y i c g  t o  g e t  one f a l s e  teacher seen a- 
bout a t  Lipsconb. I t o l d  h i s  s e c r e t a r y t h a t 1  
was leaving f o r  the  o the r  s i d e  of t h e  world, 
i n  j u s t  four days, and t h a t  I couldn ' t  wait. 
That t h e  f u t u r e  of DavidLipscombCollege was 
a t  s t a k e  and t h a t  I wanted t o  t a l k  t o  broth- 
e r  P u l l i a s  r i q h t  then1 I n  j u s t  a few seconds 
he was on the line--and I could t e l l f r o m h i s  
tone of voice t h a t  he was none too  happy. It 
was e n t i r e l y  mutual. 

Af te r  r e l a t i n g  t h e  foregoing t o  brother  
P u l l i a s ,  he grew defensive,  saying =one was 
going t o  t e l l  about sound d o c t r i n e a s  f a r  
as Lipscomb Colleqe was concerned! I r e p l i e d  
t h a t  t h i s  was e w c t l x  what I was t e l l i n g  him 
about--that while he was ou t  over t h e  broth- 
erhood t r y i n g  t o  r a i s e  t h e  money t o  keep t h e  
c o l l e g e ' s  doors open, someone was t r y i n g  t o  
s t e a l  him blind--doctrinally--behind h i s  b d d  
That he needed t o  g e t  back on t h e  campus f o r  
a whire and s e e  j u s t  what was being taught! . . . . . . . 

When it became necessary f o r  t h e  family 
and me t o  r e t u r n  home from overseas t h e  fo l -  
lowing August, one of t h e  f i r s t  bre thren who 
approached m e ,  upon m y  a r r i v a l  in Nashvil le,  
was brother  Baxter. H e  inv i t ed  me t o  lunch-- 
on him; s a i d  he had something h e  wantedme t o  
know. During our m e a l  a t  Cross-Keys Restaur- 
a n t ,  he described t h e  many, many times he and 
o the r s  had sat  down wi th  brother  Howard, in-  
quir ing as t o  h i s  doc t r ina l  b e l i e f s .  Ins tead  
of g e t t i n g  t h e  point ,  brother  Baxter re o r t -  
ed t h a t  brother  Howard f i n a l l y  concludes h i s  
"profess ional  competence"wasbeingcal1ed in- 
t o  question--and t h a t  he resigned in p r o t e s t  
and would be teaching no longer a t  Lipscomb, 
bu t  a t  t h e  Universi ty of Georgia, a t  Athens, 
Georgia, s t a r t i n g  t h a t  September. 

Pr~fe~sionalcompetence?Wecouldn'tcare 
l e s s !  A s  f a r  a s  I knew, there never w a s  even 
t h e s l i q h t e s t  concern f o r  h i s  CompetWCe. It 
was f o r  t h e  t r u t h  of h i s  teachin  1 Truly,  he 
no longer w o m e  teaching + a l s e l y  a t  Lips- 
comb; b u t  being allowed t o  res ign  as  he was, - 
under these  c i rc !mtances ,  meant t h a t  he now 
w a s  f r e e  t o  ca r ry  on t h e  same s o r t  of  erron- 
eous indoc t r ina t ion  elsewhere. Somethin had 
t o  be done t o  u t  a . s t o  t o  it! Bu wha??- 

? ~ o n t l n u e $  on Page 7f 



Page 7 

The Lord has ways of working a l l  things 
out. Even a PhD is too small t o  hide behind. 
I was invi ted by i t s  e lde rs  t o  speak t o  t h e  
Radium congregation a t  Albany, Georgia, upon - 
behalf of our missionary work i n  Singapore-- 
which I did  some th ree  months ago. Afterward 
while v i s i t i n g  with these  e lde rs  and several  
others a t  t h e  home of one of the  members. it 
came t o  l i g h t  t h a t  brother Ben Younq, one of 
t h e  e lde rs ,  a l s o  is one of t h e  d i r e c t o r s  f o r  
our work among t h e  s tudents  on t h e  campus a t  
t h e  Universi ty of Georgia. He had sa id  some- 
th ing about how for tunate  they had been t h a t  
they could secure t h e  se rv ices  of one of t h e  
c a l i b r e  of Georqe Howard. He was amazed when 
I did not jo in  i n  h i s  e m l t a t i o n ,  asking why 
not? I then r e l a t e d  t h e  foregoing. H e  wasn't 
j u s t  astonished; he w a s  flabbergasted! Hewas 
c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  e lde rs  i n  Albany had check- 
ed with Lipscomb p r i o r  t o  Howard's comhg t o  
Georgia t o  work with them--and t h a t  they had 
given him a clean b i l l  of health! I t o l d  him 
t h a t  I, of Course, had no way of knowing who 
had cleared Howard a t  Lipscomb; however, t h e  
f a c t s  were a s  I have described. He then ask- 
ed my wife 's  classroom notes mightbemade 
ava i l ab le  a5 evidence of j u s t  what it was so 
offensive aDout Howard's teaching. Telephon- 
ing her--right then--I found out from her it 
would r e q u i t e  some e f f o r t  on her p a r t  t o  put 
these  notes i n  order s o  a s  t o  make them eas- 
i l y  i n t e l l i g i b l e  t o  someone e lse .  She agreed 
t o  a t  l e a s t  e x t r a c t  a resume' and make it a- 
v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  Radium elders .  

On November 25,  1969, from our home, i n  
Nashville, I wrote, as  follows: 

"Elders 
Radium Church of Chris t  
% Ben Young 
2219 Rosebriar Road 
Albany, Georgia 31705 

"Dear Brethren : 

"Pursuant toourconversat ions  a f t e r  ser-  
v ices  t h e  Lord's Day night  I spokeatRadium/ 
Albany, Georgia, a few weeks ago, I asked my 
wife t o  go through her notes ,  which she  took 
in a course of study of t h e  book of Romans 
under the  ins t ruc t ion  of brother George How- 
ard and t o  l e t  me have t h e o v e r a l l  g i s t  o f h i s  
teachings. 

"It has taken her q u i t e  some time t o  do 
t h i s ,  having t o  work it i n  along with her 0--  
the r  work a s  a wife and mother inanextreme- 
l y  busy family. Howwer,thismorning, s h e f i -  
na l ly  has completed her statement, and I en- 
c lose  a copy herewith. 

"Brethren, it is no t  our in ten t ions ,  i n  
making t h i s  information ava i l ab le ,  merely t o  
stir up t rouble  f o r  brother Howard. However, 
we consider him t o  be a d e l i b e r a t e t e a c h e r o f  
unsound doctrine. We a r e  persuaded t h a t  bre- 
thren need t o  be a l e r t e d  lest  the i rownchi l -  
dren and those of o ther  kindred S p i r i t s  i n  
C h r i s t  be doc t r ina l ly  corrupted. 

"Along with sister Ricers statement, I 
a l s o  erc lose  two Daaes of classroom ins t ruc-  - - - . - - - . - - 
t i o n  authored by brother Howard, i n  which he 
r e s o r t s  t o  Apocryphal wri t inqs  and t h e  Dead 
Sea S c r o l l s  as  "evidence" t o  sus ta in  h i s  views 

concerning t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  One o r  twoofher  
own scr ibbl ings  i n  long-hand appear i n  t h e  
notes. These should be disregarded.Acarefu1 
study of these typed n o t e s w i l l  g i v e t h e  t rend 
of thinking he was t ry ing  t o  leave with h i s  
c lass .  

"Instead of j u s t  handinq t h i s  statement 
t o  him and asking him i f  t h i s  is h i s  teaching, 
it would be my idea f o r  y o u t o u s e t h i s  s t a t e -  
ment a s  a bas i s  f o r  your own questioning of 
him, so you w i l l  have some idea what quest- 
ions t o  ask. However, we leave t h i s  e n t i r e l y  
up t o  you. This mater ia l ,  Lord wi l l ing ,  w i l l  
appear i n  my soon publication of Axe on t h e  
Root, Volume 111. 

"In the  cause of t r u t h ,  

(Signed) " I r a  Y. Rice, Jr." 

Enclosed with t h e  foregoing l e t t e r  w a s  
t h e  following: 

"STATEMENT CONCERNING THE TEACHINGS 
OF GEORGE HOG- 

By Vada Rice 

"During March-May, 1967, I attended a 
c l a s s  i n  'Romans' taught by George Howard, 
then a teacher a t  David Lipscomb College. A s  
t h e  c l a s s  progressed, I became more and more 
disturbed by t h e  manner and contents of h i s  
teaching which I believed would have t h e  ef- 
f e c t  of weakening the  f a i t h  of young people 
and cas t ing doubts on t h e  church asbeing t h e  
one set f o r t h  i n  t h e  New Testament. 

"I. CONGREGATIONAL AUTONOm 

"Bro.HOward sa id  t h a t  we claim t h e  church- 
es i n  t h e  N e w  Testament w e r e ~ o n o m o u s  and 
t h a t  we follow t h e i r  pa t t e rn  i n  t h e  appoint- 
ing of e lde rs  i n  each congregation. However, 
he sa id  t h a t  they were not autonomous,and he 
drew t h e  following diagram t o  show the 'h ier-  
archyl t h a t  he sa id  exis ted:  

"Church,at J ~ r u s a l e m  -. Peter  

mothy Ti tus  2'1 
elders  e lders  e l d g s  L d e r s  

"He sa id  t h a t  s ince  Jesus appointed t h e  
apost les  and the  apost les  appointed t h e  eld- 
e r s ,  and we don ' t  have e i t h e r  Jesus o r t h e a -  
post les  a l i v e  on ear th  today, it i s  i.mpossi- 
b l e  fo r  us t o  follow the  New Testament 'pa t -  
t e r n '  t h a t  w e  claim. 

"When asked how we could know t h e  pat- 
t e r n  w e  were t o  follow today, he s a i d h e d i d -  
n ' t  know--that h i s  job was merely toshow t h e  
way it was i n  give  
us answers f o r  today. 

"On many occasions, he would c a s t  doubt 
on what he ca l l ed  our ".=raditional8 b e l i e f s  
and y e t  not give any c o n s t r u c t i v e g u i ~ a n c q a s  
t o  t h e  c o r r e c t  teachings. In onespecifLC m-  
stance,  when he was showing t h a t  our b e l i e f s  
concerning t h e  sc r ip tu res  regarding t h e  d i f -  
f i c u l t y  of t h e  r ichenteringheaVenv#as wrong, 
one s tudent  asked, 'What good does it do f o r  
you t o  t e l l  us t h a t  what we've always been 
taught is wrong and y e t  youdon't  t e l l u s  what 
you bel ieve i s  t h e  r i g h t  teaching?' He ans- 
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wered t h a t  he was not  a 'mora l i s t , '  t he re fo re  
he wouldn't at tempt t o  tell  us what the  r i g h t  
teaching was. 

"11. THE LAW OF MOSES 

"Bro. Howard taught t h a t  t h e  law of Mo- 
s e s  d id  not  end a t  t h e  c ross ,  bu t  t h a t  Paul 
was 'always ca re fu l  t o  keep t h e  1awofMoses' 
and t h a t  i n  Romans, Paul is teachlngtheJews 
t o  keep t h e  law of Moses with an enlightened 
mind. 

"He s a i d  Paul 's  analogy concerning t h e  
oldness o f  t h e  letter and t h e  newness o f  t h e  
s p i r i ~  is no longer t rue ,  s l n c e t o d a y C h r i s ~ -  
i a n i ~ y  has a le tLer .  

"Bro. Howard sa id  t h a t  wedie t o t h e  law. - - - - - - -  ~ ~- - - -  - - ~ ~ .  
but  t h e  law l i v e s  on; however, we don ' t  ac t -  
u a l l y d i e t o t h e l a u ,  but p o t e n t i a l l y  i n C h r i s t .  
He s a i d  t h a t  C h r i s t  d id  not  bring t h e  law t o  

th ings  I was beinq taught  i n  t h i s c l a s s ,  he 'd 
jerk me ou t  of nere s o  f a s t  i twouldmakeyour 
head swim.' 

"To me, t h i s  conversat ion was very re-  
vea l ing ,  and as  a parent ,  I must say t h a t 1  
would n o t  want one of my ch i ld ren  taught  by 
George Howard. I be l i eve  t h a t  many of h i s  
teachings a r e  not  according t o  t h e  New Test- 
ament, and t h a t  h i s  manner of teaching would 
only weaken a person's  f a i t h  andcausedoubts  
t o  t ake  t h e  p lace  of f a i t h .  

"There a r e  o the r  th ings  he  taught  i n  t h e  
c l a s s  which Ihavenotment ioned in t h i s  s t a t e -  
ment, but  I bel ieve  these  w i l l  s e r v e t h e p u r -  
pose of showing some of t h e d i s t u r b i n g  th ings  
being taught  by Bro. Howard. 

(Signed) "Vada Rice" 

an end, t h a t  t h e  law was t o  teach universa l  
righteousness. 

"In explaining t h e  'word of f a i t h  which 
w e  preach' (Romans 10:8),  he  sa id  t h a t  t h i s  
i s  t h e  word 05 f a i t h  t h a t  is i n  t h e  law of Mo- 
ses.  

"Bro. Howard made no c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  
between t h e  o ld  and newtestaments. Ontheone 
hand, he s a i d  t h a t  i n  Romans, Paul i s  teach- 
ing t h e  Jews t o  keep t h e  law ofMoses,howev- 
e r ,  t h a t  t h e  Genti les were not  required  t o  
keep t h e  law. This l e f t  t h e  impression t h a t  
t h e  book of Romans does not  r e a l l y  apply t o  
'Genti les '  e i t h e r  i n  New Testament times o r  
today. I n  f a c t ,  Bro. Howard taught u s t h a t  so  
many d i f f e r e n t  passages do n o t a p p l y t o u s t o -  
day, it would make one wonder if it is even 
poss ib le  f o r  us t o  understand o r  follow the  
New Testament teachings. 

"111. THE HOLY SPIRIT 

"Bro. Howard sa id  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  3 ways 
of looking a t  t h e  word ' s p i r i t . '  They a re :  

Brother Howard was not  a l o n e i n  teaching 
such d i s tu rb ing  th ings  a t  Lipscomb. H i s  bos- 
om buddy, while t h e r e ,  was John R. McRav. It 
would perhaps a e  i n c o r r e c t  t o  say t h a t  these  
two Lipscomb teachers  were "off" on t h e  same 
po in t s  i d e n t i c a l l y ;  however, they both taught  
i n  such a way a s  t o  cause doubt, r a t h e r  than 
f a i t h ,  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  many of t h e i ~ -  stud- 
ents .  Howard is gone; but McRay remains. And 
a s  long a s  David Lipscomb College o r a n y o t h -  
e r  co l l eges  among "us" sees  f i t  t o  hold even 
one such teacher  on i t s  f a c u l t y ,  t h e  convic- - 
t i o n s  o f  our chi ldren ,  rh ich  most 7f us par- 
e n t s  have spent  our l i v e s  i n  bui ld ing up and 
nur tur ing w i l l  continue t o  be damaged if n o t  
o u t r i g h t  destroyed. 

LIPSCOMil IS  NOT ALONE I N  HARBORING HERETICAL 
TEACHERS ON ITS FACLTTY; WliAT OF ?HE OTHERS? 

Anyone who th inks  t h a t  Lipscomb College 
i s  unique i n  harboring suchdoubtful  t eacher s  
a s  described foreooina i u s t  i s n ' t  aware of 

1. s p i r i t  of man 

"Although he sa id  t h e r e  was a 'poss ih i -  
l i t y '  of t h e r e  being a Holy S p i r i t  a s  t h e  3rd 
person i n  t h e  Godhead, he  c a s t  much doubt on 
t h i s  ' p o s s i b i l i t y , '  showing how every r e f e r -  
ence t o  t h e  S p i r i t  i n  Romans 8 c o u l d r e f e r  t o  
t h e  s p i r i t  of man o r  God's wisdom. 

"He a l s o  d i s t r i b u t e d  2 pagesof 'passag- 
e s  i n  ex t ra -b ib l i ca l  writings'whichshow t h a t  
i n  t h e  mind of t h e  Jew t h e  phrase 'holy s p i -  
rit '  d id  not  always imply t h e  t h i r d  Personof 
t h e  Godhead.' He gave these  references from 
the  Apocrypha and Dead Sea Sc ro l l s  r i g h t  a- 
long with passages fromthe Biblewithoutmak- 
in9  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between which were in-  ~- - 
spi red  and t o  be accepted and which were un- 
inspired.  

"In a conversation with one of t h e  young 
s tudents  i n  t h e  c l a s s  a f t e r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
ses s ion  on t h e  ' s p i r i t , '  I r e a l i z e d t h e  impact 
t h i s  kind of teaching was having on her. I 
asked, 'Did you g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  Bro. 
Howard i s  not  sure whether t h e r e  is a Holy 
S p i r i t  a s  t h e  t h i r d  Person i n  t h e  Godhead o r  
not? '  She answered, 'I c e r t a i n l y  d id , '  and 
then added, ' I f  my f a t h e r  knew some uf t h e  

what is going on1 > ~ b i i e ; e  Chr i s t i an  Colleqe 
is p r a c t i c a l l y  honeycombed with them. So was 
Hardinq ( u n t i l  l a s t  summer), when t h e  admin- 
i s t r a t i o n  f i n a l l y  recoqnized t h e  wav t h i n a s  
were headed and gave n ine  of t h e i r  i i b e r a l i -  
zing f a l s e  teachers  t h e i r  come-uppance. Some 
of them were f i r e d  outright; t h e  o the r s  were 
allowed t o  r e s ign  i n  l i e u  of being f i r ed .  Of 
t h e  n ine ,  f i v e  of t h e s e  quest ionable purvey- 
o r s  of uncer ta in  sounds were snapped up l i k e  
crazy by Pe e rd ine  toll e ,  where t h e y r i q h t  
now hold t h e  E:y, d i d n ' t  Norvell - 
and J. P. go ou t  t h e r e  t o  c lean up t h a t  s o r t  
of s i t u a t i o n ?  Well, i f  so ,  why a r e  they now 
buildinq up what they once destroyed! Liber- 
alism--at t h i s  po in t  a t  least--seemingly has 
no q r e a t e r  f r i end  than P e ~ ~ e r d i n e  Col leael l !  
I f  you have your P~D--andL have been f i r &  f o r  
quest ionable teaching--never mind. You know 
you ' re  always welcome t o  t h e  faculty--&Pep- 
perdine ! 

I honor t h e  adminis t ra t ion  a t  Harding-- 
f o r  having t h e  courage t o  l e t  t hose  teachers  
go. But unless  t h e  adminis t ra t ions  a t  Lips- 
comb, Abilene and Pepperdine "go thou and do 
l ikewise,"  t h e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  soundness of t h e  
churches of Christ--brotherhood-wide--is a l -  
most beyond ca lcu la t ion .  Chr i s t i an  education 
--indeed the  whole r e s t o r a t i o n  movementisat  
the  crossroads a s  we head i n t o  t h e  1970s. The 
question is :  WHICH WAY SHALL WE GO? I Y R J r .  
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TINFS A R E  DRAWN FOR WORLDWIDE BATTLE February/l970 
FOR TRUTH AT FRFFU-HARUEMAN LECTURES 

Dear Brethren:  

It i s  1:30 i n  t h e  morning of February 1 3 ,  2970, as I r i s e  from 
my bed t o  begin t h i s  second i n  what probably w i l l  be  a rest-of-my- 
l i f e  series o f  "Contendinq-for-the-Faith" N e w s l e t t e r s .  It i s  becom- 
ing  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c l e a r ,  day by day,  t h a t  t h o s e  h e r e t i c s  who have a- 
r i s e n  among u s ,  v a r i o u s l y  s t y l e d  a s  " l i b e r a l s "  o r  "modernists ,"  a r e  
a brotherhood-wide conspiracv t o  t a k e  over  and " r e s t r u c t u r e " t h e e n -  
t i r e  bodv, n o t  a f t e r  t h e  New Testament, bu t  a f t e r  t h e i r  own imaqe! 
Already they have cor rupted  t h e  church--both i n  d o c t r i n e  a s  w e l l  
a s  i n  practice--almost beyond r ecogn i t ion  i n  many a reas .  T h e t i m e i s  
now h e r e ,  i f  w e  expect  t h e  cause o f  t r u t h t o s u r v i v e t h i s g e n e r a t i o n ,  
when those  o f  us who know, b e l i e v e  and l o v e  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  gospel  
must say t o  those  among us who would d e s t r o y  i t ,  "Thus f a r  you have 
come--but no f a r t h e r !  None h a t e s  t o  come t o  a p a r t i n g  o f  t h e  ways-- 
e s p e c i a l l y  wi th  f r i e n d s ,  many o f  whom I have known p r a c t i c a l l y  from 
boyhood--more than  I. But, if  blood i s  t h i c k e r  t h a n - w a t e r , t h e t r u t h  
i s  t h i c k e r  than  f r iendship--or  even blood! Even i f  it means t h a t  w e  
can no longer  extend our  fe l lowship  t o  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d s  o r e v e n b l o o d  
r e l a t i v e s ,  b r e t h r e n ,  t h e  t i m e  i s  now he re  when w e  must begin a c t u a l  
withdrawal from those  who a r e  caus inq  " d i v i s i o n s  and of fences  con- 
t r a r y  t o  t h e  doctrine. . ."  (Romans 16:17-18) The s c r i p t u r e s  t each  us 
t o  "mark" - and "avoid" such people ,  " f o r  they  t h a t  are such serve n o t  
our Lord Jesus  C h r i s t ,  b u t  t h e i r  own b e l l v ;  and by good words and 
f a i r  speeches dece ive  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  simple." 

Many o f  us  have j u s t  r e tu rned  from Freed-Hardeman Col leqe,  where, 
February 2-6, 1970, w e  e i t h e r  a t t ended  o r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n t h e i r 3 4 t h  
Annual Bible  Lectureship.  It was n o t  j u s t  a l i t t l e b i t b e t t e r a t t e n d -  
ed t h i s  year--but enormously so. The reason? Not on lv  b e c a u s e o f t h e  
c e n t r a l  theme of t h e  l e c t u r e s  ("THE - CHURCHFACES LIBE~ALISM") bu t  a l -  
s o ,  by and l a r g e ,  t h e i r  choice  o f  speakers.  Only oneknown"l iberal l '  
appeared on t h e  e n t i r e  Droaram. It reminded m e  o f  w h a t c a m ~ b e l l s a i d  . ~ ~ -  - -~ 

abbut t h e  use  o f  ins t rumenta l  m u s i c  i n  worship. H e  was about  a s  o u t  
of p lace  "as a cowbell i n  a concer t ."  

Denise
Placed Image

Denise
Placed Image
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GALVANIZING EFFECT OF GUY N.  WOODS' "OPEN 
FORUM" IS OUTSTANDING SERVICE TOGOSPELCAUSE 

It has no t  been e n t i r e l y  because we a r e  
b l ind t h a t  those  of us who a r e  committed t o  
t h e  cause of t r u t h  have been r e l a t i v e l y  slow 
t o  take  e f f e c t i v e  ac t ion  aga ins t  t h e  spread 
of  Liberalism among t h e  congregations of our  
Lord these  pas t  few years. Rather, owing, i n  
l a r a e  measure. t o  our  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  doc t r ine  
of ioca l  autonomy of churches, seemingly the  
lack of a general r a l l y i n g  ground prevented 
us from expressing ourselves i n  sucha  manner 
as  no t  t o  be misunderstood. 

But t h e r e  was no misunderstanding about 
our in ten t ions  by t h e  c los ing  "Open Forumm-- 
on Thursday afternoon, February 5. A s  he has 
done s o  ably f o r  t h e  pas t  quar te r  of a cent- 
ury,  brother  Guv N. Woods conducted t h e  For- 
um again t h i s  year. And, whereas i t t r u l y w a s  
o ~ e n  (hence some time got away from t h e  gen- 
e r a l  theme of t h e  l e c t u r e s ,  whilewediscuss-  
ed "the covering" ) , y e t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  during 
those  forums f o r  both Wednesday and Thursday 
asternoons,  w e  r e a l l y  began t o  g e t  down t o  
cases a s  t o  what should be done about Liber- 
al ism and those  who a r e  sowing it rampant i n  
an unsuspecting brotherhood. 

By t h a t  time, of  course,  we had heard a 
g r e a t  number of  speakers,  a s  they f i l l e d  us 
a l l  i n  regarding what Liberalism &. However 
u n t i l  about t en  minutes before theend of  t h e  
f i n a l  Forum, no one had spel led  ou t  jus twhat  
we can 00 t o  STOP Liberalism from i t s  fu r th -  
e r  devasta t ing progress throughoutourranks.  
I, personal ly ,  had been wait ing for-to 
address themselves t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  point. 
When no one e l s e  d i d ,  I asked f o r  t h e  f l o o r ,  
which brother  Woods graciously accorded me. 
Before t h e  estimated more than 1 , 2 0 0  for-the 
most-part-elders-and-preachers present ,  I se t  
fo r th  t h e  following suggested planof  ac t ion :  

"WHAT WE CAN TO STOP LIBERALISM -- 

"I) Teach our congregations t h e  truth on it. 

" 2 )  F i r e  (don ' t  h i r e )  Libera ls .  

"3) Disc ipl ine  our own members l o c a l l y ,  where 
we worship, withdrawing,ourselves from any 
who w i l l  not  repent  of t h i s  heresy. 

,141 g& and (by y.44) known l i b e r a l i z -  
ing f a l s e  teachers.---- 

a. From every -. 
b. In  our Bible c lasses .  

c. Through our church b u l l e t i n s .  

d. I n  our brotherhood pe r iod ica l s ,  such 
a s  t h i s  newsle t ter  and others.  

e. If no t  i n  our co l l ege  i ec tu resh ips ,  
then i n  spec ia l  l ec tu resh ips  express- 
l y  ca l l ed  f o r  t h i s  purpose. 

"5) C a n c e l a l l  subscr ip t ions  ( including bund- 
l e  o rde r s )  from a l l  known Libera l  publi-  
ca t ions  among us - - inc lud ing theChr i s t i an  
Chronicle, Mission, Action and any o the r  
hab i tua l lyg iv ing  s p a c e t o t h e  wri t ings  of 
known Liberals .  

"6) Throw ou t  l i t e r a t u r e  publishedbyour 

Liberal  brethren, chanqinq our Bible-class 
l i ~ e r a t u r e  LO chose publishers amongus who 
a r e  known t o  s tand fo r  t h e  truth.FFhose of  
our  publishing bre thren who have not d e f i -  
n i t e i y  made up your mind where you stand-- 
time has j u s t  run out.  Which s i d e  are you 
on? We need t o  know--NOWI) 

FOSTER L. RAMSEY, SR.. HELPS BROTHERHOOD 
FIGURE OUT HOW TO SPOT A LIBERAL HERETIC 

Although they have enough in  common f o r  
them t o  p re fe r  each o t h e r ' s  soc ie ty  and f e l -  
lowship over t h a t  of  those  who s tand f o r  and 
love t h e  t r u t h ,  because "Liberals" are seek- 
ing "unity i n  d i v e r s i t y , "  they o f t en  espouse 
d i f f e r i n g  points o f  view. This has made them 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  hard f o r  many bre thren,  used t o  
less-sophis t ica ted  approaches, t o  iden t i fy .  

An a r t i c l e ,  which or ig inal lyappeared i n  
t h e  Gospel Advocate, a s  I r e c a l l ,  I, person- 
a l l y ,  have found t o  be most helpful .  m o t h e r  
Gordon Hoqan picked it up and had it o f f s e t -  
reproduced f o r  our  s tudents  and young Chris- 
t i a n s  i n  Singapore. It is a s  follows: 

"What Is 'Liberalism'? 

by Foster  L. Ramsey, Sr. 

"One d e f i n i t i o n  given by W e b s t e r f o r t h e  
word ' l i b e r a l , ' , i s  'broad-minded, t o l e r a n t ;  
esp. no t  bound byauthoritarianism,orthodox- 
y ,  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  forms.' S i n c e l i b e r a l i s m i s  
t h e  a c t  of being l i b e r a l ,  then w e  have a f a i r -  
l y  broad meaning of what l ibe ra l i sm is. When 
a person does not  want t o  be bound by theau-  
t h o r i t y  of t h e  Scr ip tu res ;  when he does no t  
want t o  continue i n  t h e  orthodoxy of t h e  Bi-  
b l e ;  and when he i s  s o  broad-minded t h a t  he 
i s  w i l l i n g  t o  t o l e r a t e  t h e p o p u l ~ r 9 i n s o f t h e  
day; then he has espoused t h e  c a u s e o f l i b e r -  
al ism and has earned t h e  des ignat ionof  ' l i b -  
e r a l i s t . '  

"In connection with t h i s  p la in  def in ing 
of  terms, t h e r e  is given here.  some of t h e  
trademarks of l i b e r a l i s t s  who a r e  becoming 
more and more prevalent  among members o r  t h e  
church. 

"A l i b e r a l i s t  has never seen a. proper 
d e f i n i t i o n  of l ibe ra l i sm;  o r  a t  l e a s t t h i s  i s  
t h e  usual answer given when a l i b e r a l i s t  is  
questioned a s  t o  whether he i s , o r  is  not ,  
a l i b e r a l i s t .  

"A l i b e r a l i s t  considers t h e  f i r s t  elev- 
en chapters  of Genesis a s  an a l legory r a t h e r  
than being a l i t e r a l  desc r ip t ion  of  t h e  cre-  
a t ion.  

"A l i b e r a l i s t  doubts t h e  v i r g i n b i r t h o f  
C h r i s t ,  t h e  perfect ion of t h e  l i f e  o f t h e s a -  
v iour .  t h e  resur rec t ion  of C h r i s t . a n d t h e a s  . ~ - ~~~ ~ ~ 

cension back t o  heaven. H e  considers  t h e s e  
f a c t s  of t h e  gospel t o  be 'per iphera l . '  

"A l i b e r a l i s t  is  a b l e  ( i n  h i s  own mind) 
t o  expla in  i n  a l o g i c a l  manner, a l l  t h e  m i r -  
a c l e s  performed by C h r i s t .  

"A l i b e r a l i s t  considers t h e  worship of  
t h e  church t o  be ' t r a d i t i o n a l , '  r a t h e r  than 
s c r i p t u r a l .  

"A l i b e r a l i s t  th inks  t h e c h u r c h o f C h = i s t  
should meet denominationalism halfway f o r t h e  
sake of ecumenical unity. (Cant. on Page 3)  
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"A l i b e r a l i s t  looks down from h i s  l o f t y  
height of self-assigned in te l l ec tua l i sm and 
p i t i e s  those who a r e  not a s  he is. 

"A l i b e r a l i s t  downarades t h e  accomolish- ~ ~ - ~ -~~~ - 

ments of outstanding men of generations gone 
by, and r i d i c u l e s  t h e i r  education and t h e i r  
a b i l i t i e s .  

"A l i b e r a l i s t  i s  a f f l i c t e d  with an ad- 
vanced case  of super io r i ty  complex. 

"A l i b e r a l i s t  can wr i t e  t en  pages f o r  a 
r e l i g i o u s  pe r iod ica l ,  and never r e f e r  t o  a 
s i n g l e  Scr ip tu re  quotation. 

"A l i b e r a l i s t  f i l l s  h i s  sermons, a r t i c -  
l e s ,  and lessons with quotations from theo- 
logians;  but r a r e l y  quotes God's Word. 

"A l i b e r a l i s t  scoffs  a t  c e r t a i n v e r s i o n s  
of t h e  Bible such a s  King James, o r t h e h e r -  
ican Standard Version; he u s u a l l y p r e f e r s t h e  
New English Version, o r  t h e  'Good News f o r  
Modern Man' Version. 

"A l i b e r a l i s t  i s  wi l l ing  t o  s tand with 
t h e  men of t h e  denominational world and ex- 
tend t o  them t h e  ' r i g h t  hand of fel lowship. '  

"A l i b e r a l i s t  maintains t h a t  t h e  church 
is f i f t y  years  behind t h e  times, a n d t h a t  t h e  
church i s  answering questions t h a t  t h e  world 
is not asking. 

"A l i b e r a l i s t  emphasizes t h e s o c i a l t e a -  
chings of t h e  gospel ,  and plays downthedoc- 
t r i n e  of sa lva t ion  from s i n  and of e t e r n a l  
l i f e .  

"A l i b e r a l i s t  i n s i s t s  t h a t  a person i s  
t o  look beyond t h e  pornographic content  of 
lewd, obscene pic turesandl i t erature ,andsee  
t h e  a r t  t h a t  is  supposed t o  be there.  

"A l i b e r a l i s t  declares  t h a t  conforming 
one's  s e l f  t o  t h e  worldlypract ices  o f t h e d a y  
is not wrong every t i m e ;  t h a t  it is sometimes 
necessary t o  dance, t o  gamble, and t o  engage 
i n  soc ia l  drinking. 

"A l i b e r a l i s t  be l ieves  i n s i t u a t i o n  eth- 
ics which i s  simply amodern-daymeans o f say-  
ing 'When i n  Rome do as  t h e  Romans do.' 

"These a r e  some of t h e  marks of l i b e r a l -  
i s m .  There a r e  o thers tha t f requent lyarenot -  
ed. No one l i b e r a l i s t  w i l l  subscribe t o  a l l  
these  a t t i t u d e s  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  but it 
i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  those who a r e  t a i n t e o  with 
t h e  present-day e v i l  w i l l  espouse oneormore 
of these  posi t ions .  Liberalism hastakenmany 
people away from t h e  church of t h e  Lord, and 
caused them t o  a l i g n  themselves with various 
segments of  denominbtionalism. Surely t h i s  
very apostasy w i l l  point  up thedanger  i n  t h i s  
movement. " 

WITH THE H I R I N G  OF DUDLEY LYNCH, AS DIHECTOH 
OF COMJIUNICATION, "CAMPUS EVANGELISM" GOES 
"LIBERAL"--ALL THE WAY! 

When Mardell Lynch saw f i t  t o w r i t e t h a t  
inapt  " l e t t e r  t o  t h e  ed i to r"  of t h e  Chr i s t i an  
Chronicle, some t i m e  back, chiding m e f o r r e -  
turninq S ta tes ide .  i n  1968. i n  p a r t  t o  help  
f i g h t  chis  b a t t l e . f o r  t r u t h  aga ins t  ~ i b e r a l l  
i s m ,  I did not take  umbrage a t  what he s a i d ,  
put t ing it down f o r  a f a t h e r ' s  na tu ra l  rush- 
ing t o  t h e  defense of someth ing invo lv~nghis  
son, Dudley, who, bythen,  hadbecomconnect-  
ed with t h e  Chronicle. 

And although I amtoldthatMardel1,  him- 
s e l f ,  s i n c e  then,  has becomeconsiderablyup- 
set with Dudley over h i s  indefensible  sowing 
of discord among brethren a s  w e l l  as  various 
f a l s e  oos i t ions  t h e  sonhas  taken--doctrinal- 
l y ,  th'e f a c t  remains t h a t  ( a t  j u s t  2 9 )  
brother Lynch has become one of t h e  g r e a t e s t  
t h r e a t s  t o  t h e  survival  of t r u t h  confronting 
t h e  church. A s  sympathetic a s  I jus t  have t o  
be toward h i s  parents (and a s  a f a the r  I un- 
derstand something of what they must be suf-  
er ing on h i s  account) ,  t h e  pub l i cwr i t ings  of  
t h i s  brother  can no longer be excused a s  t h e  
i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of an embryonic wr i t e r .  

Even t h e  Chronicle had t o  l e t  him go!-- 
and when,a writer ge t s  = f a r  o u t ,  w e l l . . .  

Upon my r e t u r n ,  l a s t  week, from Freed- 
Hardeman College Lectures,  I found a note  by 
James D. Bales,  from Harding College,  t h a t h e  
apparently wrote t o  m e  under d a t e  of January 
2 8 ,  1970. " I ra :"  he asked, "Is t h i s  t h e  con- 
cept  of t h e  church, and of Harding, 'Campus 
Evangelism' wants t o  communicate?..." 

Appended t o  t h i s  note by brother Bales 
was a photo-copy of a p u b l i c a t i o n c a l l e d " ~  
Texas Observer," evident ly  a secular  paper of 
some s o r t ,  s t y l i n g  i t s e l f  a s  "A Journal  of 
Free Voices--A Window t o  the  South."Thereon 
t h e  f r o n t  page of t h e i r  i s s u e  fo r January23 ,  
1970, was a lead a r t i c l e  by-lined byourDud- 
l e y ,  captioned "America's Riqht-Winq Propa- 
ganda Center." Having alreadybecomesomewhat 
inured t o  h i s  d i a t r i b e s ,  d iscour tesy  of t h e  
Chr is t ian  (7 )  Chronicle, perhaps I should not 
have been p a r t i c u l a r l y  shocked by t h e  a r t i -  
c le .  However, a s  I proceeded t o  examinei t ,  I 
began t o  ask myself i f  t h e  boy i s m e r e l y u -  
era1 o r  has he qone Communist? - 

(This was no i d l e  musing on mypart ,  ei- 
ther!  Well do I r e a l i z e  the  seriousness with 
which such a charge should be viewed.Asmuch 
a s  any one among u s ,  I suppose, I have, over 
t h e  pas t  35 yea r s ,  been exposed t o  t h e  mach- 
ina t ions  of godless Communism--from t h e  t i m e  
they i n f i l t r a t e d . t h e  Oklahoma Youth Leqisla-  
t u r e  (a  state-wide youth Organizat ionIhelp-  - 
ed s t a r t ,  a s  a teenager,  back i n  the  '30s)  t o  
t h e  time they t r i e d  t o  k i l l  me (phys ica l ly ) ,  
during t h e  Communist-inspired r i o t s  of Octo- 
b e r ,  1956, our f i r s t  t i m e  out  a s  missionaries 
t o  Singapore. The cause of r e l i g i o u s  freedom 
and t r u t h  has no more i r reconci lableenemyin 
a l l  the  world than Communism. After  you have 
read t h e i r  wri t ings  asmuchas someofus have, 
you get  a s o r t  of s i x t h  sense about spo t t lng  
such material .  Thev have. of cours-. boasted 
t h a t  they were goi;lg t o  "in t h e  b a t t i e  f o r  t h e  
United S t a t e s ,  through corrupting t h e  minds 
and hea r t s  of our youth. Already, wearewi t -  
nessing how successful  they have b e e n i n c a r -  
rying out t h e i r  t h r e a t  through t h e r i o t i n g o n  

~ ~ 

our  s t r e e t s  and t h e  well-organized disorders  
plaguing our  campuses. I f  it was j u s t  "the 
kids" t h a t  w e  a r e  up aga ins t ,  p e r h a p s t h e a l -  
most unbelievable to lerance  with which these  
events are being viewed by many might have a 
degree of relevance. But these  disruptions--  
contrary t o  t h e  naive contentions of t h e  de- 
luded--are not  " j u s t  happening." They a r e  be- 
ing planted i n  our midst. Why not wr i t e  bro- 
t h e r  Bales a t  Harding College, ask f o r a c o p y ,  
and see  fo r  yourself  if you th ink t h a t  anyone 
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ever served thecommunistpropagandalinemore 
ef fec t ive ly  o r  with moreseemingwillingness 
than Dudley did i n  t h i s  a r t i c le : )  

Beginning with s t y l i n g  Harding College, 
one of t h e  most venerated Chris t ian  col leges  
among us ,  a s  a "fundamentalist church school 
nes t led  monastically i n  t h e  heavily wooded 
h i l l s  north of Li t t leRock,  Ark. ," he s t a r t e d  
out by c a l l i n g  it "America's leading r igh t -  
wing propaganda center." Even i f  it was--and 
if t h a t  was bad, why should not D u d l e y , i f h e  
has even a smidgin of loya l ty  t o  thecausewe 
serve,  h a v e a t l e a s t l i m i t e d h i s a t t a c k t h r o u q h  
one of our brotherhood papers! I f  h i s  ob jec t  
was t o  cor rec t  a s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  he deemed i n  
need of correct ionwithinourbrotherhood,  why 
embarrass us before the  whole world by rush- 
ing i n t o  p r i n t  i n  a secular  journal ,  r id icu-  
l i n g  Harding College a s  "the r a t h e r  obscure 
l i t t l e  (1,800 s tuden t s )  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  Sear- 
cy ,  Ark. ," and with having served America's 
u l t r a  r i g h t  as  "propaganda producer, academ- 
i c  cen te r ,  and anti-communist prep school!" 

Lynch's a r t i c l e  i s  r e p l e t e  with deroga- 
to ry  expressions t o  make both Hardingandthe 
church look bad such a s  "fluke," "wangled," 
"captive high school audiences," "small col-  
lege ,"  going "big time" and the  l ike .  Demon- 
s t r a t i n g  no understanding whatever of t h e  a l -  
most heart-rending poverty, no t  j u s t  Harding 
hut a l l  of us ,  faced i n  t h e  Great Depression 
of t h e  '30s. Dudley makes it seem shameful-- 
almost s inful - - that  when Brother George S. 
Benson f i r s t  went t o  Harding, a s  President-- 
about t h e  hear t  of t h e  Depression--it was a 
" l i t t l e , "  "drudging, debt-ridden college." A 
word of appreciation t o  brother Benson might 
have been i n  order fo r  having picked up t h i s  
heavy burden, when Harding had justbeenmov- 
ed t o  Searcv " to  o c c u ~ v  an abandoned Method- 
i s t  colleoe~camous.  cibsed bv t h e  DeDression. ~- 
and it wag 868,600 ' i n  debt."* But not one word 
of g ra t i tude  managed t o  g e t  through Dudley's 
typewriter. Too busy was he not onlywith  ex- 
pressing h i s  contempt .for t h e  more a b l e  con- 
t r i b u t o r s  who helped Harding g e t  out of debt 
but a l s o  those he c l e a r l y  depises a s  "thous- 
ands of dollar-a-week contr ibutors ,  mostly 
Bible Belt  farmers and shopkeepers, g ra te fu l  
f o r  Harding's espousal of t h e i r  own simplis-  
t i c  view of God and country." When Bensonre- 
t i r e d  a s  Harding pres ident ,  Dudley repor t s ,  
"the co l l ege ' s  a s s e t s  approached 825million" 
--but Dudley could not have cared l ess .  

Far from recognizing thegenuine se rv ice  
rendered by what he. f l ippan t ly  sneers a t  as  
" the  ' Benson Boys, ' a speakers ' bureau ready 
t o  go any place t o  excor ia te  communism any- 
where a t  the  drop of a crusade contr ibut ion,  
and an immensely popular s e t  of indoctrina- 
t i o n  seminars i n  t h e  form of Harding's f lag-  
waving Youth and Freedom Forums," Lynch goes 
r i g h t  along with t h e  Communist l i n e ,  attemp- 
t i n g t o d i s c r e d i t  Harding College a s  t h e  "lar-  
a e s t  ~ r o d u c e r  of r ad ica l  r i g h t > r o ~ a o a n d a " i n  &~ 

fhe cbuntry. (Truly, he tries t o  quote B'nai 
B ' r i t h ' s  "Anti-Defamation League" fo r  h i s  au- 
t h o r i t y ;  but t h i s  i n  no wise changes it  from 
being t h e  Communist l ine .  They jus t  happened 
t o  agree t h i s  time is a l l : )  

Not only does Dudley throw it i n t o  us-- 
h i s  brethren (remember t h a t ' s  "us" he i s  de- 

scribing)--as "thousandsofdollar-a-weekcon- 
t r i b u t o r s ,  mostly BibleBel t  farmers and shop- 
keepers g ra te fu l  f o r  Harding's espousal ~f 
t h e i r  own s impl i s t i c  view of God and count- 
ry" (evident ly  a view he d i sagreeswi th ) ,  but  
f a r the r  on down i n  t h e  a r t i c l e  h e r e a l l y g e t s  
going! " A t  Harding," he enlightens us ,  "the 
educational process hasn ' t  been tainted- s o  
much by t r e a t i n g  t h e  s tudent  as  ado l la rmark  
o r  spoonfeeding him h i s  re l ig ious  t ene t s  and 
reproductive f a c t s ,  but  by t h e  in t rus ion of 
ultra-conservatism i n t o  t h e  hallowed domains 
of every d i s c i p l i n e  from Bibl ical  s tudies  t o  
home economics. Ci t ing Godless communism, the  
college ge t s  a nervous t i c  (now ge t  t h i s  and 
read it carefully--1YRJr.) a t  any mention of 
such top ics  as  Darwin, Jim Beambourbon, min- 
i s ,  mods, hard rock, '-Catcher i n  the  Rye,' t h e  
Unit'ed Nations, Sen. J. WilliamFulbright, l e -  
galized abor t ion,  Norman Mailer, o r  t h e  Har- 
vard Divinity School. If he ge t s  a f a i r h e a r -  
ing a t  Harding while not f i t t i n g  nea t ly  and 
Unanimously i n t o  t h e  three-cornered kerchief 
of conservative Bibl ical  l i t e r a l i s m ,  doctr in-  
a i r e  ' f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e , '  and a theory of gov- 
ernment perhaps bes t  termed 'democracyofthe 
f i t t e s t , '  then someone i s  going t o c a t c h k - -  
fo r  it..." (NOTE: Dudley spe l l ed  it out!)  

(Before continuing on, brethren,  l e t  us 
weigh t h i s  l a s t  j u s t  a wee b i t .  Whose views 
of God and country is  Dudley c a l l i n g  " s i m -  
p l i s t i c ? "  Bible-believing Chris t ians  --yours 
and mine! Who f i t s  i n t o  d iapers ,  i n  Dudley's 
view? Well, amona others .  those who l i t e r a l -  

~ ---- 
l y  b e l i e v e  t h e  ~ ib le - -once  again,  you and I. 
It is  no t  j u s t  Hardinq Colleqe t h a t D u d l e y i s  
a f t e r ;  i t  i s  basical ly  and me! For it i s  
not just Harding t h a t  "gets a nervous t i c "  o- 
ver Darwinian evolution,  soc ia l  dr inkin  (of 
J i m  Beam bourbon?), immodest d ress ,  1as:ivi- 
ous music anddancinq, l ewdness ,obscen i t~and  
immorality ("Catcher i n  the  Rye" and Norman 
Mailer)  and t h e  l i b e r a l i z i n q  f a l s e  teachinas 
of Harvard Divini t  School-iti is a lsoyouand 
I! F i l s  thaE=q;u and I - 
have s e t  up and maintain such Chris t ian  col-  
leges as  Harding i n  t h e  f i rs t  place--to pro- 
t e c t  our sons and daughters agains t  j u s t  such 
wickedness and fa lseness  a s  these! I f s u c h a r e  
not s i n f u l ,  then pray t e l l  whychr i s t i anco l -  
leges--or even the  church--bother t o  ex i s t1  ) 

A l l  t h e  way through h i s  a r t i c l e ,  t h e e f -  
f e t e  snobbery with which Dudley Lynch sneers 
a t  "small-town America," a t  Harding f o r b e i n g  
" t iny ,  " "sin-struck rev iva l  converts ," t o  say 
nothing of the"hoop1a of t h e  old f r o n t i e r ' s  
convivia l ,  al l-day,  weeklong camp meetings," 
and such l i k e ,  l i t e r a l l y  reekq! He has noth- 
ing but scorn f o r  "fundamentalist ora tory ,"  
"mil i tant  anti-communism," and anyone (andhe 
means one, r i c h  o r  poor) who would con- 
t r i b u t e  a dime t o  Harding o r  g o t h e r e t o  l e a r n  
of what he descr ibes  a s  "the a l leged commun- 
i s t  conspiracy worming i t s  wayintoAmerica's 
every nook and cranny." 

I n  a l l  f a i rness  t o  Dudley, I myself r e -  
bel a t  any connection with t h e  JohnBirchSo- 
c i e t y ,  not because they a r e  extreme s o  much 
a s  because of t h e i r  unre l i ab i l i ty .  Sometimes 
I ge t  t h e  feel ing t h a t  they,  l i k e D u d l e y , a r e  
not a s  ca re fu l  a s  they should be with t h e i r  
f a c t s  a s  well as  beingmisguided inmany of t h e i r  
opinions and take unfa i r  advantage i n  t h e i r  
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charges. Whereas I might agree with them, by 
and l a r g e ,  a s  t o  t h e i r  ob jec t ives ,  y e t  it i s  
never r i g h t  t o  do wrong even i n  a good cause 
--and I have f e l t  t h a t  many they have charg- 
ed with Communist leanings j u s t w e r e n o t g u i l -  
t y ,  a s  charged. Hence, I would consider t h a t  
any hook-up with them would not be i n t h e i n -  
t e r e s t  of t r u t h .  

Moreover. any d i sc r imina t ionaoa ins tan -  , ~ 2~ ~ -~~~ 

other  because of h i s  race j u s t  t o  be g- 
Chris t ian .  Romans 2:11 s t i l l  t eaches tha t -  
has "no respect  of  persons;" and James 2:1-- 
l ikewise - - s t i l l  commands, " M y  brethren.  have 
not t h e  f a i t h  of our ~ o r d  ~ e i u s  ~ h r i s t .  t h e  - 
Lord of g lo ry ,  with respect  of persons." For 
many years ,  it i s  t r u e ,  Harding College did 
exclude t h e  American Negro, a s  did Lipscomb, 
Abilene, Freed-Hardeman and most of our  oth- 
e r  schools. It was unchr is t ian  then t h e  same 
a s  it would be unchr is t ian  =.But correct -  
ion has a l ready been made! Surely,  even such 
an extremist  a s  Dudley Lynch can see  how un- 
f a i r  it i s  t o  keep charging Hardingwithwhat 
a l ready has been repented of and corrected! 

I f  it was " j u s t  Harding" t h a t  our acer-  
b i c ,  v i t r i o l i c ,  c a u s t i c  young brother  i s  a f -  
t e r ,  I th ink I ' d  f e e l  a l o t  b e t t e r  about t h e  
whole th ing.  But it i s  not j u s t  Harding t h a t  
Dudley Lynch is  t r y i n g  t o  destroy--i t  i s  t h e  
church, too! Although "The Atteberry Caseq'-- 
r ega rd ing the  enforced res igna t ion  of one of 
Hardinq Colleqe's  found-out-to-be-false tea-  
chers-I~ames i. Atteberry--could n o t ,  by any 
s t r e t c h  of t h e  imagination, be of any re lev-  
ance beyond t h e  borders of our brotherhood-- 
y e t  Dudley went t o  g r e a t  lengths t o  spread 
even t h i s  sordid t a l e  before  t h e  w o r l d i n h i s  - 
Texas Observer repor t :  The e f f e c t  of it--ev- 
en should be ab le  t o  see--is j u s t  t o  make 
not j u s t  Harding but t h e  church, too ,  i n t o  a 
laughing stock before  the  world. When Dudley 
wri tes  of t h e  " ro te  minds of these  she l t e red  
innocents o f f  t h e  unlearned,back-roQte farms 
and barber-poled Main S t r e e t s  of t h e  South" 
as well  of t h e  "hard-qrained prejudices of 
t h e i r  pa ren t s , "  he i s  not making l i g h t  mere- 
l y  of our sons and dauqhters, and youandme, 
it i s  our r e l i q i o u s  convictions t h a t  he d i s -  
misses a s  our "prejudices." I n  o the r  words, 
bre thren,  Dudley Lynch i s  t r y i n g  t o  tell us 
something. H e  has been t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  us t h e  
same t h i n q  from t h e  t i m e  he f i r s t  began work 
on t h e  Chr is t ian  Chronicle u n t i l  now. He i s  
saying t h a t  you and I may bel ieve  t h a t  or ig-  
i n a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y  has been restoredamongthe 
churches of C h r i s t ,  b u t ,  fo r  u p a r t , -  
Lynch does no t  bel ieve  a word of  it! Not on- 
l y  does he defend At teberry  fo r  teachinq en- 
t i r e l y  t o  t h e  contrary ,  bu t  j o i n s  h imin tea- 
ching t h a t  w e  cannotknow absolute  t ru th !  It 
makes not  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  d i f fe rence  t o  either 
of them t h a t  Jesus sa id  God's word is  t r u t h ,  
(John 1 7 : 1 7 )  and "ye s h a l l  - t h e e ,  and 
t h e  t r u t h  s h a l l  make you f ree ."  (John 8:32) 
Lynch joins Atteberry i n  teaching t h a t  "man 
i s  f i n i t e  and could never knowanythingabso- 
l u t e l y . .  ." Dudley goes on t o  say,  "This would- 
n ' t  do f o r  t h e  board, most of  -whose members 
bel ieve  t h a t  any God-fearing man whohas lit- 
eracy,  two seeing eyes,  and a copy.05 t h e  Eing 
James vers ion of  t h e s c r i p t u r e s  c o u l d i n s h o r t  
order know, and KNOW t h a t  he knew, absolute  
truth... ' '  Well, doesn ' t  Dudley Lynch bel ieve  
t h a t ?  Evidently not. In  f a c t ,  h i s  e n t i r e a r t -  

i c l e  l i t e r a l l y  shouts h i s  u n b e l i e f . A n d i f h i s  
unbelief  i s  s o  valuable t o  him t h a t h e d e l i b -  
e r a t e l y  f l aun t s  it before t h e  whole world, I 
f o r  one am wi l l ing  t o  accept it fo r  what it 
is--UNBELIEF! 

Toward t h e  c lose  o f h i s  a t t ack ,ouryoung  
Solomon intones t h a t  "The most heartening fac- 
t o r  i n  t h e  Harding p ic tu re  i s  i t s  students.  
They come with a s t r i k e  aga ins t  them,"hein-  
forms us ,  "--having beenra i sedby  small-town, 
r u r a l ,  m i l i t a n t l y  fundamental parents. Taught 
f e a r  i n  t h e  name of f a i t h  from t h e  time they 
were Sunday School todd le r s ,  they view t h e  
world through l enses  of  suspicion,  a na tu ra l  
outgrowth of t h e i r  pecu l i a r  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  
t h a t  members of t h e i r  faith--and themonly i n  
a l l  Christendom--comprise 'theredeemed.' The 
reason they a r e  a t  Harding t o  begin with is 
because t h e i r  parents view theshel teredcam- 
pus a s  an innocuous, s in - f ree  conduit t o  a 
' respectable '  adulthood..." 

On and on, Dudley's disparaging,  d i s i l -  
lus ioning,  denunciationgoes,  not jus to fHard-  
ing,  but  aga ins t  t h e  pa ren t s  and t h e i r  a- 
gious  b e l i e f s  from which Harding's enrolment 
~ r i n c i ~ a l l v  comes. Who arethese"smal1-town. 
kura l  ,' m i l i t a n t l y  fundamental parents ,  ; young 
Lynch is  c a l l i n g  " a s t r i k e a g a i n s t " t h e ~ r o f f -  
spring? Members of  t h e  churches of  Chr is t l - -  
t h e  very ones who a r e  supposed t o  con t r ibu te  
t h e  money f o r  t h e  support of"Campus Evanqel- 
ism" f o r  which he has j u s t  been named a- - 
t o r  of Communication! (Thanks, Dudley, maybe 
some of us can see  more c l e a r l y  nowjustwhat 
it i s  t h a t  we a r e  being c a l l e d  upon t o  sup- 
por t . )  Why, even Dudley's = parents a r e  i n  
t h a t  same cateqory aga ins t  which he i s s o i n -  
censed! I wonder i f  he f e e l s  t h a t  they a r e  a 
" s t r i k e  aoainst" him7 What " fa i th"  is  it our 
new "Direcror of Communicacions" s t igmat izes  
a s  "fear:" Thar 01 the  churches of Chr is t !  
Whar "Sunday School" was i c .  where rhese now 
s tudents  at-Hardino once toddled? That of  t h e  
churches of  c h r i s t i  Whose r e l i g i o u s  be l i e f  is  
Dudley c a l l i n g  " e c u l i a r , "  from which he d i -  
vorces himself bc c a l l i n g  it ''their fai th"--  
r a t h e r  than "-?" The churches of Christ!  

It is c l e a r  t h a t  even i f  hisown a r e n t s  
--and t h e  of us " s m a l l - t o w n , ~ r E l ,  m i -  
l i t a n t "  fundamentalists be l i eve  t h a t  i n  " a l l  
Christendom," a s  he phrases i t ,  churches of 
Christ--and they only--comprise "the redeem- 
ed," Campus Evangelism Di rec to ro f  Communica- 
t i o n s  Dudley Lynch DOES NOT BELIEVE ANY SUCH 
(TO H I M )  NONSENSE A T 1  H e  may o r  may not 
be a Communist; a l l  w e  can say with ce r t a in -  
t y  a t  t h i s  point  is  t h a t  h i s  cu r ren t  o f fe r ing  
i n  The Texas Observer lOO%q~es r iqh tdownthe  
Communist l ine .  It i s  a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t .  irre- 
spect ive  of sprinqinq from a ~ h r i s t i a n  back- 
g;ound, t h i s  young m& i's both a l i b e r a l i k n q  
f a l s e  teacher  and an unbeliever. In f a c t ,  i f  
he bel ieves  even one s i n q l e  p o i n t o f d o c t r i n e  
or p rac t i ce  t h a t  is  pecu l i a r  t o  t h e  churches 
of  C h r i s t ,  t h i s  i s  no t  i n  evidence! 

Y e t ,  i n  t h e  January/l970 i s s u e  of Camp- 
us Evanqelism's o f f i c i a l  pe r iod ica l ,  " E , " w e  
a r e  t o l d ,  on Page 4 ,  under t h e c a p t i o n ,  "DUD- 
LEY LYNCH, DIRECTOR OF  COMMUNICATION;^ this: 

"Since the  depar ture  of Rex Vermillion 
from t h e  c E s t a f f  a l a rge  void has ex i s t ed  



Page 6 

i n  t h e  area  of publ ica t ions  and publ ic  r e l a -  
t ions .  C E is extremely fo r tuna te  .to se- 
cure  t h e  se rv ices  of Dudley Lynch t o f i l l  t h e  
pos i t ion  of Director of Publicationsand Pub- 
l i c  Relations.. ." 

Then on down toward t h e  end of t h e  col -  
umn, J i m  Bevis, C E d i r e c t o r ,  says ,  concern- 
ing t h e  add i t ion  of Lynch t o  t h e  s t a f f ,  t h a t  
"Dudley w i l l  br ing t o  t h e  CEstaffmuchneed- 
ed s t r eng th  i n  t h e  a reas  of publ ica t ions  and 
public r e la t ions .  H i s  proven wri t ing and ed- 
i t o r i a l  a b i l i t i e s  w i l l  enable us t o  advance 
rap id ly  i n t o  publishing mater ia ls  needed t o  
support t h e  evangelism of t h e  campus. We a r e  
t h r i l l e d  t o  have a man of h i s  c a l i b e r a n d e x -  
perience on t h e  s t a f f . "  

Evidently it takes l e s s  t o  t h r i l l  Bevis 
even than we thought! J u s t  why he and those  
seemingly-earnest-however-misguided brethren 
connected with "Campus Evangelism" should es- 

same brotherhood he s o  h e a r t i l y  despises ,  it 
would be hard t o  say. That they "much need" 
some s t reng th  is obvious--though, once these  
th inas  a r e  brouaht t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  bre- 
t h r &  brotherhood-wide, Dudley Lynch scarce- 
l y  w i l l  be i n  any posi t ion t o  bring it! Even 
a s  " s impl i s t i c , "  "obscure," " l i t t l e , "  "ant i -  
communist, " "drudging," "debt-ridden, " "fun- 
damental is t , "  "dollar-a-week" -contr ibut ing,  
"mostly Bible Belt farmers and shopkeepers." 
" u l t r a ~ c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  " "nervous t ici- ing , "~ i -  
b l i c a l  l i t e r a l i s t i c "  a s  t h i s  young Elymas is 
j u s t  c e r t a i n  we a r e ,  we =have s u f f i c i e n t  
gray matter  no t  t o  throw open our  doors t o  
and t o  withhold our  support from t h o s e s e t o n  
t ea r ing  down and destroying a l l  weholddear!  

When it f i n a l l y  became obvious even t o  
t h e  e lde r s  a t  Broadway/Lubbock, Texas, or ig-  
ina l  sponsors of "Campus Evanqelism," how an- 
t a g o n i s t i c  Jim Bevis, Charles She l tonand the  
others  a t  t h e  core  of t h i s  movement a c t u a l l y  
a r e  toward t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  p r inc ip le ,  a l l  of 
a sudden we learned t h a t  sponsorship was be- 
ing s h i f t e d  from Broadway/Lubbock t o  - 
Road/Pasadena, Texas--a congregation of some - 
1,200 members. Before long, not  on lyhad they  
l o s t  t h e  f inanc ia l  support of t h e  Broadway 
e l d e r s ,  a s  well as  other outside-Burke-Road- 
sunnort .  but d i s i l lus ioned .  disenchantedmem- 
be;;, l 'was to ld  by H. A. i ~ u s t e r )  uobbs, of  
che Memorial/Houscon, Texascongregation, be- 
gan leaving Burke Road i n  droves. Wichin on- 
l y  a matter  of a few months, t h e y h a d l o s t  a- 

be;;, l 'was to ld  by H. A. i ~ u s t e r )  uobbs, of  
che Memorial/Houscon, Texascongregation, be- 
gan leaving Burke Road i n  droves. Wichin on- - - 

:w months, they had l o s t  a- 
bout 400 members a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o - t h e  combin- 
ed Liberalism of  both t h e  "Campus Evanqelism" 
brethren a s  well a s  t h a t  of t h e i r  own loca l  
preacher,  Wesley C. Reaqan. WithintheGreat -  
e r  Houston a r e a ,  Burke Road i s  nowlookedup- 
on a s  havina "aone Liberal" and is s o  l i t t l e  
regarded byAlo;al brethren i n  t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  
when i n v i t a t i o n s  were s e n t  ou t  t o a l l  themore 
than 130 preachers i n  a l l  t h e  l o c a l  churches 
--areawide--only 9 a r e  reported t o  have even 
bothered t o  tu rn  up! I may not know every- 
thinq, brethren;  but  t h i s  I know: a s  much a s  
my preaching bre thren l i k e  t o  eat, when you 
c a n ' t  ge t  but  9 out  of 130 t o  tu rn  up f o r  a 
f r e e  feed (and t h a t  in thei rownhdnor l ) ,  some- 

th ing  i s  desperatelywrong! What'swronq7Nei- 
t h e r  these  younq preachers nor  thee lde r swho  
sponsor t h e m e i t h e r b e l i e v e o r  l o v e t h e t r u t h a s  
it is in C h r i s t  Jesus ,  any more. In t h e  name 
of C h r i s t ,  they have s e t  about t o d e s t r o  h i s  
cause. I f  they had any kegard f o r  A 
of  t h e  aosnel .  these  e l d e r s  would n o t b e l e t -  . . 
t i n g  t h g i r  f lock be t o r n  assunder, in order  
t o  undermine thistruth--brotherhood-wide--by 
t h e i r  sponsorship of  these  f a l s e  teachers.  

Genuine campus evangelism, I amSure  
w i l l  agree  would be a most wonderful thing! 

But fa lse- teachin  in t h e  of "Cam- 
pus Evangelism" is somzthing e l s e  en t i r e ly !  

When Jim Bevis first c a l l e d  m e  i n t o  h i s  
o f f i c e ,  during my Great-Commission Meeting-- 
a t  Ezoadwa /Lubbock--in June, 1965, I admit, 
I wZET'GE&y t h r i l l e d .  A l i t t l e  l a t e r  on, a s  
I r e c a l l ,  I wrote him a warm l e t t e r o f a p p r e -  
c i a t i o n ,  encouraging him t o  g ive  himself a l -  
most wholly t o  such an. undertaking. You can 
but imagine my consternationanddisillusion- 
ment, when, a f t e r  I had r e t u r n  overseas, t o  
my work a s  a missionary t o  Singapore, I got  
word t h a t  they had used a denominationalist ,  
of some s o r t  (I was t o l d  he was a Ban t i s t l a s  
one of ~ e i r  sneakers ac chei r  very f i & t  "Cam- 
PUS Evanqelism Workshoo," held December 27ch 
through 30th. 1966, a t  t h e  Baker Hocel--= - 
i n  Lubbock, whence i t  was sponsored, buc i n  
Dallas,  Texas! I remember chinking how pecu- 
l i a r  t h a t  was--to have chis  workshop approx- 
imately 400 miles away i n  another c i t y - a l t o -  
gether  from where it was being sponsored! 

Q u i t e  some time went by be fo re I saw f i t  
t o  w r i t e  brother  Bevis about t h i s ,  however, 
a s  d i squ ie t ing  r e p o r t s  began t o  f i l t e r  i n  a s  
t o  what was a foo t  i n  t h i s  movement, I f i n a l -  
l y  enquired of him, by l e t t e r ,  a s  t o  whether 
a Bapt is t  preacher d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  s p e a k o n t h e  
program, aforementioned. 

Writing under da te ,  September 13 ,  1967, 
Jim wrote, i n  p a r t ,  as follows: 

"Dear I r a  : 

"...In r ep ly  t o  your question about t h e  
Campus Evangelism Workshop i n D a l l a s  Iamhap- 
py t o  inform you t h a t  we did no t  have a Bap- 
tist preacher a s  one of t h e  speakers on t h e  
Campus Evangelism program. I deeply appreci-  
a t e  you checking wi th  m e  about t h i s  matter. 

"Let us pray t h a t  t r u t h  might r e i g n  i n  
a l l  our  h e a r t s ,  and t h a t  we might be f i l l e d  
wi th  t h e  love of God and t h e  p a t i e n c e s o f o u r  
Lord Jesus Chr is t .  Times l i k e  t h e s e  demand 
love and understanding among brethren.  

(Signed) "Sincerely,  

" J i m  Bevis , 
Director" 

When I received t h i s  letter, Iaskedmy- 
self,  "What & this!" The brother  who had in- 
formed me was no t  one given t o  i d l e g o s s i p . 1  
knew t h e r e  had t o  be some bas i s  f o r  h i s  l e t -  
t i n g  m e  know what he had. S t i l l ,  brother Be- 
v i s  p la in ly  had denied t h e  a l l e g a t i o n ;  s o  i n  
order t o  be f a i r  about t h e  mat ter ,  I decided 
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t o  ca r ry  ou t  my invest igat ions  elsewhere. It 
was not  u n t i l  December 15, some t h r e e  months 
l a t e r ,  however, t h a t  I could f ind  t h e  neces- 
sa ry  time t o  write.  Under t h a t  d a t e ,  I wrote 

"Dear Jim: 

"Your l e t t e r  of September 1 3 i n r e p l y  t o  
mine of e a r l i e r  da te  denying t h a t  a Bapt is t  
preacher was used as  one of  t h e  speakers on 
t h e  Campus EvangelismprograminDallas reach- 
ed me severa l  weeks ago. However, I w a s t r a v -  
e l i n g  constant ly  and c o u l d n o t w r i t e a g a i n u n -  
ti1 now. 

"Several brethren whowere therehave as- 
sured me t h a t  t h e r e  was a t  l e a s t  s denomi- 
nat ional  preacher used in a t  l e a s t  some cap- 
a c i t y  on t h a t  program. The common r e p o r t  i s  
t h a t  he was a Bapt is t  preacher. I f  he  wasn't 
a  Bap t i s t ,  would you pleaseinformmewhatde- 
nomination he was from and why a f a l s e t e a c h -  
e r  of sor twasused.  Brother EddieG. Couch 
is with me here  i n  Singapore, and h e s a y s h i s  
daughter par t ic ipated a t  Dallas and to ld  him 
t h a t  some denominational person made a t a lk .  
B i l l  Yates, of Laurel Avenue/Knoxville, Ten- 
nessee, was t h e r e ,  and he t o l d  me t h a t  same 
thing. And brother  Jennings, of  Direct  M a i l  
Evangelism, was there--and he to ldmethesame  
thing. 

"Are these  brethren mistaken? 

"On t h e  b a s i s  of Romans 16 :17-18 and re-  
l a t e d  passages, what possible j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
could t h e r e  be f o r  in jec t ing  a denomination- 
a l  person i n t o  a meeting of  Chr is t ians  i n  a 
teaching capacity? 

"I agree  t h a t  times l i k e  these  demand 
love and understandingamongbrethren. I t h i n k  
you a l ready know t h a t  I love you, J i m .  Now I 
am t ry ing  t o  understand something t h a t I s i n -  
ce re ly  do not  a s  yet .  

"Please c l a r i f y .  

"In the  cause of t r u t h ,  

(Signed) I r a  Y. Rice, Jr." 

Another month passed; and under d a t e  of 
January 15,  1968, brother  Bevis addressed t o  
me i n  Singapore t h e  following l e t t e r :  

"Dear I r a  : 

"I bel ieve  t h a t  your in te r roga t ion  by 
correspondence is i n  the  s p i r i t  of fos te r ing  
c lose r  r e l a t ionsh ips ,  understanding and uni -  
ty. Because I f e e l  r e spons ib i l i ty  t o  you a s  a 
brother  i n  Chr i s t  and a f r i e n d ,  I w i l l  a t tempt 
t o  answer the  question ra i sed  i n  your l e t t e r  
of  December 15. 

"Before doing so ,  however, t h e r e  is one 
obl igat ion which you owe me and We Broadway 
church of Chr is t .  That is  t o  evaluate  which 
you have heard and t h e  f a c t s  c o n t a i n e d i n t h i s  
l e t t e r  and l e t  me hearf romyouregardingyour  
evaluation. Then, i f  t h e r e  continues t o  be a 
lack of understanding, I would request  t h a t  
you continue t o  show a s p i r i t  o f seek ingbe t -  
ter understanding by sending t o  me any fur-  
the r  questions you may have. 

"As  was s t a t e d  i n  my previous l e t t e r ,  a  
Bap t i s t  preacher d id  not appear on t h e  pro- 
gram i n  Dallas. As a mat ter  of f a c t ,  and it 
was c l e a r l y  andopenlypuhlicisedthreemonths 
pr io r  to theDal lasmee t ing ,  W i l l i a m R .  Bright ,  
President of Campus Crusade f o r C h r i s t  I n t e r -  
na t iona l ,  was i n v i t e d  t o  t h e  Dallas meeting 
t o  t e l l  Bible c h a i r  d i r e c t o r s ,  e lde r s  and o- 
t h e r s  assembled t h e r e  how he and h i s  organi-  
za t ion have been e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h e i r  evangel- 
i s t i c  a c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  campus. Mr .Br igh t i s  
a Presbyterian layman and i s  t h e  d i r e c t o r  of 
an inter-denominational campus organization.  
H i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on t h e  program i n  no  way 
implied our agreement with h i s  form of  doc- 
t r i n e .  When he spoke, e l abora te  d isc la imers  
were made regarding t h e  form of conversion 
which h e  teaches. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, w e  had 
hoped, and continue t o  do s o ,  t h a t  by h i s  as-  
soc ia t ion  with 350 members of t h e  church he  
might l ea rn  something which w i l l  be benefic- 
i a l  t o  h i s  sa lva t ion  a s  well. 

"Brother Rice, it makes a g r e a t  dea l  of 
d i f fe rence  t o  me what your motive and s p i r i t  
i s  i n  wri t ing and what use you plan t o  make 
of t h e  answer I have given you. Actually,  the  
only r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  I have f o r  responding i s  
the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  which g r o w s o u t o f o u r f e l -  
lowship i n  Chr i s t andourpersona l  fr iendship.  
When I rece ive  t h e  courtesy of ananswer from 
you regarding your evaluat ionofwhat  youhave 
heard and what I have t o l d  you, I w i l l  know 
t h a t  you a r e  t r u l y  seeking t o  preserve " the  
uni ty  of  t h e  s p i r i t  i n  t h e  bond of peace." 

"Yours i n  C h r i s t ,  

(Signed ) " J i m  Bevis, Director" 

Brethren, how would have responded 
t o  t h a t  one? Sensing, a s  I d i d ,  t h a t  brother  
Bevis 's  e a r l i e r  l e t t e r ,  by implication,  add- 
ed up t o  a deception,  a t  f i r s t  I wondered if 
I should even bother t o  answer it a t  a l l .  I n  
a l l  my deal ings  with bre thren,  howeverwemay 
d i f f e r ,  I a t  l e a s t  t r y  t o  b e  honest i n  every 
way. I do not  t ake  too kindly towardanyper-  
son whose word cannot be r e l i e d  upon. Hence, 
ins tead of replying t o  t h e  fo rego inga t  once, 
I waited u n t i l  August 11, 1968, t o  answer. I 
said-- 

"Dear J i m :  

"That I have always had a warm fee l ing  
f o r  you must be f u l l y  evident t o  you. A l l  t h e  
contacts  t h a t  you have ever had with me, and 
v i c e  ve r sa ,  have been of t h e  h ighest  order. 
There c e r t a i n l y  was no wish on my p a r t t o i n -  
ju re  your f ee l ings  o r  our f r iendshipbyques-  
t ion ing  you as  I did l a s t  f a l l .  

"Because I am keenly aware how f a l s e  ru- 
mors get  going among us ,  when I hadbeen t o l d  
t h a t  a Bapt is t  preacher appeared onyourpro-  
gram i n  Dallas,  I f e l t  t h a t  I owed it t o  you 
t o  g e t  i n  touch with you personallyabout it. 
That it was no t  a Bap t i s t  preacher but  W i l l -  
l a m  R. Bright ,  who, i n  your own words, "- 
Presbyterian layman and is t h e  d i r e c t o r o f  an 
inter-denominational campus orqanization," a s  
f a r  a s  I can d i sce rn ,  does not  a l t e r  t h e  of-  
fence mater ia l ly .  The f a c t  of t h e  mat ter  is  
thac ,  both a s  a Presbyterian and asan-- 
denominacionalist , he brings a d i f f e r e n t  doc- 
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t r i n e  from t h e  doctr ine  of Christ .  I I J o h n  9- - 
11 is  c l e a r  as  t o  what treatment i s  t o b e a c -  
corded such persons. The e laborate  disclaim- 
e r s  you mentioned regarding t h e  "formofcon- 
version which he teaches," upon t h e  occasion 
of h i s  speaking t o  350 members of t h e  church 
i n  Dallas,  I s incerely  doubt a r e  what t h e  
Lord had i n  mind by saying we a r e  no t  t o  re-  
ceive such an one i n t o  our house ,nei ther .b id  
him God speed, fo r  he t h a t  biddeth him God 
speed i s  partaker of h i s  e v i l  deeds. Even i f ,  
ve rba l ly ,  you did not bid him God speed, t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  you even had him on theprogram f a r  
outweighed your 'disclaimers. '  By h i s  doc- 
t r i n e ,  t h i s  man causes divis ions  and offenc- 
es contrary t o  t h e  doctr ine  o fChr i s t .  Romans 
16:17-18 Bays f o r  u s  t o  'mark' and 'avoid'  
such. IS t h i s  what you did? 

"That: I am f o r  evangelizing t h e  campus- 
es of our n a t i o n x v e n  i n  t h e  whole world) 
goes without saying. However, t h i s  s i n g l e a c t  
s o  compromised your whole 'campus evanGelism' 
program i n  t h e  minds o f v a s t  numbers of your 
own brethren t h a t  I doubt you can ever make 
up t h e  l o s s ,  no matter  how successful  your 
program may become otherwise.Formyownpart, 
it  laced a ser ious  auestion mark over t h e  

word w i l l  have caused t h e  divis ion which i s  
f a s t  approaching. Not jus t  your ownsoul, but  
t h e  souls  of countless thousands whomyouwill 
influence e i t h e r  fo r  o r  aga ins t  t h e t r u t h a r e  
a t  stake.  Jim, make 100% c e r t a i n  t h a t y o u a r e  
on t h e  Lord's s i d e  when t h e  d iv i s ion  comes. 

"In t h e  cause of t r u t h ,  

(Signed) " I r a  Y. Rice, Jr." 

Brethren, t h a t  d ivis ion no l o n g e r i s  on- 
l y  "coming"--it i s  already here! And as  much 
a s  any o ther  one influence t h a t  has contr ib-  
uted t o  it and helped it along has been--and 
i s - - th i s  de l ibe ra te ly  apos ta te  "Campus Evan- 
gelism" movement. They a r e  n o t  j u s t  "leading 
others  t o  C h r i s t , "  a s  they claim; t h e y a r e a n  
a l l  out e f f o r t  (pa r t  of a brotherhood-wide 
conspiracy) t o  corrupt  t h e  thinking of our 
sons and daughters a n d , i n t h e = o f  Chr i s t ,  
t o  lead them away from h i s  t ru th:  

Not only have l i t e r a l l y  hundreds of pa- 
r e n t s  become alarmed by the  f a l s e  notions a 
g rea t  many of t h e i r  chi ldren a r e  bringing a- 
way from thesecampus Evangelismworkshops and = ~ 

whole undertaking--a 'question mark which had seminars, but ,  as-an "Advertisina Su 
not been t h e r e  before, as  t h e  l e t t e r  I wrote to=, Januarv m," as i s  pr inted 
e a r l i e r  encouragingcampus evangel ismwil la t -  i t s  face,  demonstrates, Campus Evangelism now 
t e s t .  has already hooked i n  with "MISSION" Magazine1 

More than any otherpublicationamongus (with 
" J i m ,  these  a r e  per i lous  times fo r  t h e  t h e  poss ible  excep t ionof thechr i s t i anchron-  

t ru th .  A s  much as  I amforeducation--aenuine i c l e  and a l l  o the r  publications insoired bv - 
education--I am not f o r a l l  t h i s  erro; which t h e  R. B. Sweet Co., k c . ,  which l i te ;a l ly  hd; 
is  i n f i l t r a t i n g  among us i n  t h e  name of edu- been captured by t h e  Liberals)  "MISSION" i s  
cation.  When one learns  more, it seemstome, THE VOICE OF APOSTASY AMONG THE CHURCHES OF 
he should become evenmoreresponsibleinwhat CHRIST! 
he says,  r a the r  than less. The use c e r t a i n  
ones among us a r e  making of t h e i r  education,  
however, i s  a s  i f  it gavethem l i c e n s e t o t e a c h  
and p rac t i ce  almost anything t h a t  comes i n t o  
t h e i r  heads, regardless  of whether it i s  up- 
held by t h e  word of God o r  not. 

"Anyone who knows me knows t h a t  I have 
never t r i e d  t o  defend hobby-riding and bigo- 
t ry .  However, t h i s  does not mean t h a t  I be- 
l i e v e  t h a t  'anything goes.' I don ' t  and nev- 
e r  have. We s t i l l  have t o  'hold f a s t  t h e  form 
of sound words.' We s t i l l  must ne i the rgobe-  
yond nor f a l l  shor t  o f ,  ne i the r  add t o  nor 
take away, ne i the r  perver tnorwrest  nor place 
our own pr iva te  in te rp re ta t ions  uponwhat-God 
has said.  Only by staying i n  accordance with 
the  word of God, both i n  s p i r i t  a s  w e l l a s  i n  
t h e  l e t t e r ,  i s  the re  any hope a t  a l l  f o r  our 
a t t a i n i n g  unto t h a t  ' u n i t y o f t h e f a i t h , ' w h i c h  
it c l e a r l y  teaches. That ' un i ty  of t h e  sp i r -  
it i n   the^ bond of peace, ' you spoke o f & t o  
be based on the  unity of t h e  f a i t h .  And t h a t  
f a i t h  comes bv hearina andhear inobvtheword - 
of God, a s  a l iays .  ~ o i a n s  10:17. 

"Because s o  many a r e  taking l i b e r t i e s  
with t h e  word ofGod, no ta l lowedbythe  scr ip-  
t u r e s ,  they a r e  preparing t h e  way f o r  what I 
estimate w i l l  be the  biggest  apostasy from t h e  
t r u t h  among churches o f C h r i s t w i t h i n t h e p a s t  
100 years . - I t  i s  my fond hope t h a t  you ;ill 
be on t h e  s ide  of t r u t h ,  when t h e  apostasy 
becomes f u l l  grown. Those not on t h e  s i d e  of 
t r u t h  w i l l  f ind themselves o u t  of fellowship 
with those who are.  Those who a r e  teaching 
and/or pract ic ing out of harmony with God's 

"MISSION" and t h e  Chronicle were a l rea -  
dy known t o  be i d e n t i f i e d  with each other .  
Now, with t h e  link-up between "MISSION" and 
Campus Evanqelism, t h e  conspiracy t o  t ake  o- 
ver and "res t ructure"  t h e  church comes f u l l  
c i r c l e .  They a r e  one of a kind. 

Oh. I know thev w i l l  v e l l  a b o u t a u i l t b v  
associa t ion:  but .  bFethren: t h i s  oui it i s  no; , -- >--- - 

J u s t  "by association" but by t h e  samepeople: 
Any given r o s t e r  of speakers fo r  a Campus E- 
vanqelism semlnar reads almost l i k e  a ros t -  
e r  of those wr i t e r s  who normallv wr i t e  for -.- 
w ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ v !  Evidently, we cannot the  part with 
one without becoming d o c t r i n a l l y  contaminat- 
ed by the  other. The time has come f o r u s  a l l  
t o  withdraw ourselves from both. 

For those who may want t o  make an "in- 
depth" study of t h e  bas ic  i s sues ,  which even 
now a r e  i n  t h e  process of dividing t h i s  once 
glor ious  brotherhood, you need t o  read these  
books-- 

"THE CHL'RCH FACES L1BLRALISM"--being che 
Freed-Hardeman Leccures fo r  1970.....$5.00 

"THE F A I T H  UNDER FIRE"--being  he review 
"Voices of Concern" bv -ames n. Bales .................................. $3.50 

"AXE ON THE ROOTm--by I r a  Y. Rice, Jr. 
--Volume I.. .......................... $1.00 
--Volume TI.... ....................... $2.00 
--Volume I11 .......................... $2.00 

(Order from IraY. Rice. Jr., 950 Greerland D r .  
Nashville, Tenn. 37204orYourFavor i teDealer )  
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Dear Brethren : 

One o f  t h e  most f r u s t r a t i n g  t h i n g s t h a t  canhappen t o t h e h e a r t  
of any C h r i s t i a n  is  t o  see t h e  ehemies o f  t r u t h  having a f i e l d d a y  
- - p r a c t i c a l l y  brotherhood-wide--and n o t  be a b l e  t o  do anything o f  
any majorconsequence to  t r y  t o  p u t  a s t o p  t o  it. Through my books 
e n t i t l e d  "AXE on t h e  ROOT" (Volume I11 i s  now ready f o r  m a i l i n g ) ,  
a s  you know, I have been t r v i n q  t o  do what I pe r sona l ly  could ov- 
er t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s  t o  help-s tem t h e  t i d e  bf apos tasy  now ram- 
pant  among t h e  churches i n  many a r e a s ,  border t o  border  and c o a s t  
t o  coas t .  Thousands a s s u r e  m e  t h a t  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  have no t  been i n  
vain-- that  they have helped awaken a s l eep ing  brotherhood t o  doc- 
t r i n a l  depa r tu re s  now being sown wholesale  by speakers  o f p e r v e r s e  
t h i n g s  seeking t o  l e a d  away t h e  d i s c i p l e s  a f t e r  themselves. 

Y e t ,  a s  anyone who can see through chicken-wire can c l e a r l y  
observe,  t h e  f a c t  remains t h a t  t h e s e  f a l s e  t e a c h e r s  have been 
s topped;  i n  f a c t ,  i f  anything,  they seemingly a r e  more on,.the a t -  
t ack  a g a i n s t  t h e  t r u t h  than  ever before.  Evident ly ,  they  in t end  t o  
stay t h a t  way--and anything l e s s  t han  an  a l l - o u t  b a t t l e  f o r  t r u t h  
1s e n t l r e l y  u n l i k e l y  t o  p re se rve  t h e  cause  o f  t r u t h , a s r e p r e s e n t -  
ed by t h e  g r e a t  r e s t o r a t i o n  movement,muchbeyondthispresent gen- 
e r a t i o n .  Not t h a t  I am d e f e a t i s t  about  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  I ' m  no t .  But 
I am r e a l i s t  enough t o  recognize  t h a t  i f  e r r o r  i s g i v e n p r a c t i c a l -  
l y  every advantage i n  t h e  world--and t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t r u t h  more o r  
less s i t  on o u r  hands and do l i t t l e  o r  nothing t o  prevent  it, t h e  
v i c t o r y  o f  e r r o r  over t r u t h ,  under t h o s e  c i r c&s tances ,  i s  v i r t u -  
a l l y  assured.  It j u s t  w i l l  n o t  s u f f i c e  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  " s i l e n t  maj- 
o r i t y "  of u s  t o  t r y  t o  remain "above t h e  bat t le ,"  whi le  t h o s e  who 
a r e  t r y i n g  t o  c a r r y  t h e  church completely o f f  cont inue  unchecked! 
Nei ther  w i l l  it be enough j u s t  t o  say "amen" and "God b l e s s  you, 
b ro ther"  t o  t h e  few of u s  who r e a l l y  a r e  f i g h t i n g  t h e  b a t t l e ,  a l l  
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the  while inconveniencing ourselves neith- 
e r  personally nor f inancia l ly  i n  i ts  cause! 
It i s  an unsound assumption--yea, -sump- 
tion--to assume t h a t  i f  most of u s J u s t s i t  
around and do as l i t t l e  a s  we can, somehow 
t h i s  conf l i c t  w i l l  work i t s e l f  out. Oh, it 
will, a l l  .right--with a c l ea r  victory--for 
error! But i f  only there  is  some way f o r  us - 
t o  mobilize the forces of truth--in time-- 
in  decisive ac t ion ,  we can put t o  f l i g h t  
t h i s  army of a l i en  thinkers which has a r i -  
sen among us;  and t h e  victory can jus t  as  
reasonably be on the  s i d e  of truth! 

OVEX-PROTECTION OF THEIR FLOCKS BY ELDEXS 
AND PREACHERS GIVES ADVANTAGE TO ENEMY 

For the past several years, a s  f a r  a s  
I have been able  t o  analyze it ,  the  gener- 
a l  feel ing among most elders  and preachers 
seems t o  have been tha t  t h e  f igh t  against  
t h i s  heresy cal led "liberalism" is something 
they should be informed about--but not the  
rank and f i l e  of themembers under t h e i r  im-  
mediate care. The "rat ionale,"  a s  l ibe ra l -  
izing here t ics  a r e  so fond of saying, rea- 
soned t h a t  i f  t he  leadership was informed 
about these  matters,  it would serveno good 
purpose t o  "disturb" the  followship -- t h a t  
new Christians o r  brethren weak i n  f a i t h  
(and especial ly young people) would simply 
become upset f o r  nothing. As a r e s u l t ,  for  
the  most pa r t ,  our warnings have centered 
almost wholly upon e lders ,  deacons, teach- 
e r s ,  preachers and a se lec t  few "responsi- 
ble" brethren, leaving t h e r a n k a n d f i l e a l -  
most wholly unprepared t o  cope with these 
"strange winds of doctrine" now r i s i n g  a l -  
most t o  hurricane force in  many areas. 

One such eldership and preacher, who, 
t r u l y ,  thou h t  they had t h e  s i tua t ion  w e l l -  
i n  h a n d d o w  recoanize how t r a a i c a l l ~  
self-deceived they r e a l l y  were), a r e - a t  
ami, Oklahoma, where I was invi tedtospeak 
l a s t  f a l l .  What i s  so i ronic  about i t  a l l  
is  t h a t ,  i n  addition t o  speaking on "world 
evangelism" a t  the  11 o'clock hour, I was 
invited t o  speak on "liberalism" t c  combin- 
ed c lasses ,  before worship, a t  the  10 a.m. 
period f o r  Bible study. A l l  of which would 
have been ef fec t ive ,  no doubt, had it heen 
effected much, much ea r l i e r .  Theelders and 
preacher (Bobby Key), i n  t h i s  case,  clear-  
l y  were aware of what was going on i n  the  
congregation--at l e a s t  t o  some extent. Ev- 
en before the service,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  they 
may have informed me t h a t  a t  l e a s t  -"lib- 
e ra l "  was known t o  be a t  work among sever- 
a l  of t h e i r  members. Certainly, a f t e r  ser- 
vices,  they had taken me hack i n t o  the  of- 
f i c e  and confided i n  me tha t  they knew = 
such member would havetobedealtwith--and 
my were they dreading it! They foresaw the  
poss ib i l i ty  of losing possibly four o r  a s  
many a s  f ive  of t h e i r  members, i f  they ac- 
t u a l l y  had t o  withdraw from t h a t  e. How- 
ever, they r igh t ly  had decided together it 
was be t t e r  for  them t o  lose  t h i s  one f a l s e  
teacher and the  four o r  f i v e  he might have 

influenced already--then--than t o  procras- 
t i n a t e  and run t he  f a r  greater  danger t h a t  
a f a r  la rger  number might be l o s t  l a t e r .  

It was l a t e r  than they realized. Like 
by f a r  the  grea ter  number of these w e  have 
euphemized a s  " l ibera ls"  (they a r e  actual- 
l y  h e r e t i c s ) ,  l i k e  doctr inal  termites,  the  
f a l s e  brother under consideration had been 
boring fromwithin. Andwhen, tha t  sameweek, 
d isc ip l inary  act ion was broughtagains t the  
brother, instead of him having influenced 
just  four o r  f i v e  members, a s  the e lders  
had thought he might, in f a c t  he drew away 
more than 50 m e m b e r s  and s t a r t e d a s e u a r a t e  
conqreqation in  a sDirit juju a 
few miles away; and I understand the  num- 
ber l o s t  by the  Miami  congregation, in the  
interim, now has grown t o  )Q3RE W 7 0  MEM- 
BERS! - 

Far from being c r i t i c a l  of the  Miami 
elders ,  I these brethren fo r  genuine 
e f f o r t  t o  deal with t h i s  problem. My point 
i s ,  however, t h a t  the  time t o  deal with it 
e f f e c t i v e l ~  i s  f a r  earlier than many--per- 
haps most--of our e lders  andpreachershave 
supposed. For, l i k e  termites,  by the  time 
these f a l s e  teachers beain t o  surface they 
already have eaten awav-the doctr inal  con: 
v ic t ions  of o w  members from within. Thus, 
instead of honoring the  e lders '  d isc ip l in-  
arv  act ions aaa ins t  such here t ics .  t h e  ones 
thhs wrongfuliy influenced w i l l  fol'low these 
perverters  of the t r u t h  completely out of 
t h e  church of our Lord. Somehow wemustbe- 
gin the indoctrination process for  the  ran)c 
and f i l e  of our members i n  aeneral-- RIGHT 
NOW -- i f  we a re  t o  enable them towithstand 
the  blandishments of these  smooth-talkers 
now on the  offensive a l l  over the countryl 

WITHDRAWAL ACTION BY THE ELDERS AT MIAMI, 
OKLAHOMA. TAKEN AGAINST BOB J. WHITE 

A s  t o  what act ion was f ina l ly takena-  
ga ins t  t h i s  l ibe ra l i z ing  h e r e t i c , I r e c e i v -  
ed the  following o f f i c i a l  letter from Mia- 
m i ' s  e lders ,  sent t o  m e  by the i r localmin-  
i s t e r ,  Bobby Key, a few days a f t e r  it hap- 
pened : , OKLAHOMA 

"GREETINGS FROM THE LORD'S CHURCH 
AT MIAMI., OKLAHOMA: 

"On Sunday morning of October 19,1969,Bob 
J. White was marked a s  a f a l s e  teacher and 
not i f ied  t h a t  he was no longer in fellow- 
ship  with theMiamicongregationwhichmeets 
a t  124 'B'  S t r ee t  Northwest. 

"The reason f o r  withdrawing was: 

"1. Systematically teaching liberal doc- 
t r i n e s  not found in the Word of God. 
This f a l s e  teaching continues byhlma- 
mong someofthernembersuntilthispres- 
ent  time. Needless t o  say, theoneswho 
l e f t  the Miami congregation because of 
t h i s  withdrawal a r e  nolongerconsider- 
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ed i n  fe l lowship with theMiamichurch. 
H e  cont inues  t o  go over t h e  heads of t h e  
e l d e r s  t o  teach h i s  f a l s e  doc t r ines .  

"BOB J. WHITE TEACHES: 

"1. One may worship where t h e i n s t r u m e n t o f  
music is  used i n  t he  worship s e r v i c e  
wi thout  it being a s i n .  ( L e t t e r  of Ju- 
l y  10,  1969, page 2 ,  paragraph 2...and 
before  about 40 wi tnesses  and recorded 
on t a p e  October 18 ,  1969) 

"2. One may pa r t ake  of t h e  Lord 'sSupperon 
days o t h e r  than  t he  f i r s t  day of t h e  
week. That Acts 20:7 is  not  a binding 
example. ( L e t t e r  of J u l y  10.1969,page 
3, paragraph 4...as w e l l a s  i n t h e m e e t -  
i ng  mentioned, Octobec18, 1969 , and re -  
corded on t a p e )  

"3. That Bobby Key, who preaches he r e  i n  M i -  
ami, i s  t h e  'pope' and t h e  e l d e r s  h i s  
'puppets , '  when i n  t r u t h ,  theMiamicong- 
r ega t i on  i s  s t i l l  teaching t h e  same 
t r u t h s  w e  have taught  even before  w e  
knew t h e r e  was such an ind iv idua l  a s  
Bobby Key. Bobby Key has  brought NO NEW 
DOCTRINE. 

"In t h e  meeting where Bob J. White answer- 
ed 21 quest ions  a s  t o  h i s  b e l i e f s  t h e r e  were 
even more f a l s e  t each ings thanwehad  charg- 
ed him with. An answer t o  h i s  f a l s e  teach- 
ings  t h a t  a r e  on t h e  t a p e a n d t h a t w e r e w i t -  
nessed by t h e  many i n d i v i d u a l s p r e s e n t w i l l  
be coming your way soon. 

(Signed) "ELDERS : Olan DaVee 
W. W. Brewster 
Lee Jestice 
Bobby G. Mays 
G i lbe r t  Green" 

MIAMI'S PREACHER SETS FORTH 
A "REVIEW OF DIVERGENT VIEWS" 

Along with  t h e  foregoing l e t t e r b y  t h e  
e l d e r s  of t h e  congregation was a t t ached  an 
exce l l en t  "Review of  Divergent Views"--go- 
ing somewhat more i n t o  d e t a i l  a s  t o  circum- 
s tances  surrounding t h e  case. Wri t ten by 
Bobby Key, t h e i r  m in i s t e r ,  it r e a d s a s  fo l -  
lows : 

"A REVIEW OF DIVERGENT VIEWS" 

"A s i t u a t i o n  has a r i s e n  i n  t h e  church 
of Ch r i s t  i n  M i a m i ,  Oklahoma, i n  regard  t o  
t he  d o c t r i n e  o f  Christ. Brother Bob White, 
a preacher  and a p rofessor  o f  speech a t  
Northeastern A & M College,  came t o t h e M i -  
ami church approximately two years  aoo from 
James River Chapel near  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  M i s s -  
our i .  H e  was received a s  a f a i t h f u l  broth- 
er i n  C h r i s t ,  and was given an a c t i v e  p a r t  
i n  t h e  teaching program. It soonbecameap- 
paren t  t h a t  Bob White was g iv ing  f o r t h  un- 
c e r t a i n  sounds i n  h i s  b e l i e f  and teaching.  

"After severa l  months o f t r y i n g t o c l a r -  
i fy  h i s  pos i t i on  and r econc i l e  t h e  d i f f e r -  
ences between Bob White and t h e  e l d e r s  o f  
t h e  Miami church,  it was evident  t h a t  he  

would n o t  g ive  up h i s  adverse  b e l i e f ,  pro- 
s e l y t i n g ,  sowing seeds of d i scord  and und- 
ermining t he  e l d e r s  and preacher.  Fur ther  
e f f o r t s  by t h e  e lde r s  t o  c o r r e c t  him were 
r e j ec t ed .  F i n a l l y ,  on Sunday, October 19 ,  
1969, t h e  e l d e r s  pub l i c l y  aMounced with- 
drawal from Bob White on t h e  following 
grounds : 

"(1) Teachina f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  
" ( 2 )  ~ i f u s i n g  t o  submit t o  t h e  e l d e r s  
" ( 3 )  Creat ing d i scord  among bre th ren  

"Many i s sue s  of doc t r i ne  a r e  involved. 
The e l d e r s  o f  t h e  M i a m i  church asked Bob 
White.21 quest ions .  H e  consented t o  answer 
t he se  only be fo r e  an audience of i n t e r e s t -  
ed b re th ren  from t h e  M i a m i  church and sur-  
rounding congregations.  Such a meeting was 
conducted a t  t h e  Miami church bui lding Oc- 
t obe r  18.  1969. H i s  answers confirmed t h a t  
h e  had been f a l s e l y  accusedand revea l -  
ed f u r t h e r  d o c t r i n a l  d i s c r epanc i e s .Fo r the  
b e n e f i t  o f  our  b re th ren  w e  a r e  c a l l i n g  a t -  
t e n t i o n  t o  s i x  a r e a s  i n  which Bob White is  
unsound i n  doc t r i ne :  (1) A t t i t u d e  toward 
t r u t h ,  (2) Ketcherside pos i t i on  on mutual 
e d i f i c a t i o n ,  ( 3 )  The u se  of mechanical in -  
struments o f  music in-worship,  4 )  Partak- 
ing of t h e  Lord 's  Supper on d a y s o t h e r t h a n  
t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  week, ( 5 )  Unity,  and 
( 6 )  Fellowship. Brother Bob White wanted 
freedom t o v o i c e h i s  divergent  view s o n  t h e s e  
and o the r  sub j ec t s  even though theywere ir. 
opposi t ion t o  everything t h e  church i n  M i -  
ami had ever  bel ieved o r  taught.  

"Our purpose is  t o  review Brother Bob 
White's unsound b e l i e f  and teaching i n  t h e  
following a r ea s :  

" ( 1 )  ATTITUDE TOWARD TRUTH. 

" ( a )  Brother White has s a id :  'The t r u t h  
a s  God gave it i s  abso lu te ,  bu t  man's und- 
e r s tand ing  of it i s  r e l a t i v e . '  

"This i s  t h e  human philosophy of  r e l a -  
t iv i sm wearing a new dress .  What h e i s  say- 
ing is  t h a t  men cannot understand t h e  B i -  
b l e  a l i k e .  Is it any wonder t h a t  w e  have 
problems wi th  un i t y  and t r u t h  whenmenmake 
such s ta tements  whi le  pretending t o  t each  
and preach t h e  pure and simple gospel  of 
Ch r i s t ?  Surely  such have been deceived and 
would cor rup t  t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  and p u r i t y  o f  
mind by which t h e  common people  hear Jesus 
gladly .  W e  humbly, bu t  boldly  a f f i rmweno t  
only can understand t h e  Bible  a l i k e  bu t  we 
must understand t h e  Bible  a l i ke .  The Bib le  - 
is God's revealed w i l l .  ( ICor .  14:37). The 
B i b l e i s  complete, f i n a l ,  andabsolute .  (Jude 
3 ;  2 Pet. 1:3; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). The Bib le  
i s  i n t e l l i u i b l e  t o t h e i n t e l l i u e n t .  Elsewhv 
would ~ a u l - s a y ,  'For whatsoevGr t h ings  wer ;  
w r i t t ena fo r e t imewerewr i t t en  f o r o u r l e a r n -  
i ng ' ?  (Rom. 15:4). The Bible  can be under- 
s tood by man, provided man is  honest. If 
God knows w e  cannot understand t h e B i b l e a -  
l i k e ,  why i s  our  f a i t h  based uponHisWord? 
(Rom. 10 :17). I f  w e  cannot understand t h e  
Bible a l i k e ,  why d i d  Paul say i n  Col. 2:2 
w e  could have a ' f u l l  assurance of under- 
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s tand ing '?  I f  we cannot understand t h e  B i -  
b l e  a l i k e ,  why do w e  read i n  Eph. 3:4, 

1 Whereby,  when^ ve read ,  "derstand 
my knowledge i n  the 'mys te ry  of C h r i s t ' ?  I f  
we cannot understand t h e  Bible  a l i k e ,  why 
i s  . i t  s a i d  i n  Eoh. 5:17, 'Wherefore be y e  
not unwi se  but  Ade r s t and ing  what t h e  w i i l  
of t h e  Lord i s ' ?  I f w e  cannotunders tand t h e  
Bible  a l i k e ,  how can t h e r e  be a ' l i k e  pre- 
c ious  f a i t h ' ?  ( 2  Pet. 1:l). I fwecanno tun -  
ders tand t h e  Bible  a l i k e ,  how can t h e r e  be 
a 'cormon f a i t h ' ?  (T i tus  1:4) .  Weknowthat 
God in tends  f o r  man t o  unders tand the  Bible  
a l i k e  because H e  made our s a l v a t i o n  depen- 
dentuponhearing,understanding,  be l i ev ing ,  
and obeying t h e  gospel. (Jn.12:48; 2 Thess. 
1 : 7-9). Beloved, i f  w e  cannot understand t h e  
Bible  a l i k e ,  t h e  Bible  has no re levancy i n  
our l i v e s .  I f  w e  cannot understand t h e  B i -  
b l e  a l i k e ,  one of two t h ings  is t r u e :  (1) 
God could no t  g ive  it i n  such a way t h a t w e  
can understand it a l i k e  and t h i s  impeaches 
H i s  power. ( 2 )  God would n o t g i v e i t  i n s u c h  
a way t h a t  we can understand a i i k e a n d t h i s  
impeaches H i s  goodness. We m a i n t a i n t h a t  i f  
w e  understand t h e  Bible  a t  a l l ,  wewi l l un -  
ders tand it a l i ke .  

" (b )  Bob White a s s e r t s  t h a t  ' r i g h t a n d  
wrong a r e  highly a b s t r a c t  terms.' This is 
t h e  same t h ing  a s  saying t h a t  t r u t h  i s  rel- 
a t i ve .  It cannot be imagined a context  i n  
which h i s  s ta tement  can be t r ue .  The Bible 
is an abso lu t e  l a w  of r i g h t  and wrong. B i -  
b l e  teaching i s  t he  only way one can know 
he i s  r i g h t  and l oya l  t o  Ch r i s t .  No doubt 
t h e  den ia l  o f  t h i s  f a c t  by Bob Whiteand o- 
t h e r  b re th ren  is leading them t o a r g u e  t h a t  
t r u t h  i s  r e l a t i v e ,  t h a t  i n s t ead  of recog- 
n i z ing  t h e  probl-n of t r u t h  and e r r o r  t o  be 
one of 'whi te '  ( t r u t h )  and 'black'  ( e r r o r ) ,  
it i s  one of ' g rey '  ( n e i t h e r  t r u t h  nor e r -  
r o r ) .  This kind of th ink ing  has l e d  some t o  
look wi th  approval ( a t  l e a s t  w i thno  disap- 
p rova l )  upon t h e  teachings  a n d p r a c t i c e s  of 
denominat ional is ts  and a l s o f a c t i o n i s t s  and 
f a l s e  t eachers  wi thin  t h e  church. This kind 
of th ink ing  i n  t h e  moral realm has a l s o  l e d  
t o  t h e  philosophy of s i t u a t i o n  e th i c s .  

" ( c )  Bob White a l s o  a s s e r t s  t h a t  'we 
can never be  sure we're r i g h t . '  This would 
mean t h a t  we could no t  obey 2 Pet. 1:10, 
which says ,  'where fo . re thera ther ,  b re th ren ,  
g ive  d i l i gence  t o  make your c a l l i n g  and e- 
l e c t i o n  sure .  ' There i s  a'way which i s  r i g h t  
and we CAN know what i t  is. ( I John5 : l l - 13 ;  
I John 2:3). Y e s ,  we can have t h e  b lessed  
assurance t h a t  Jesus  is mineandwecan have 
t h e  f u l l  assurance of hope (Heb. 6:11) and 
w e  can know i n  whom w e  have believed. (2 
T i m .  1 : 1 2 ) .  The Lord d id  no t  in tend  f o r t h e  
f a i t h f u l  Ch r i s t i an  t o  l i v e  and d i e  f i l l e d  
with  f e a r ,  doubts,  and uncer ta in ty .  

"Brother Thomas B. Warren, h e a d o f t h e  
Bible  Department, Freed-Hardeman Col lege,  
Henderson, Tennessee, r e cen t l y  wro t e inThe  
S ~ i r i t u a l  Sword. 'The arQument seems t o  be 
somerhjng l i k e  r h i s :  (1) i f  r he r e  i s  d i se -  
greemenr among r e l i g i m s  people,  then no o r e  

can be r i g h t ,  ( 2 )  t h e r e  i s  disagreement a- 
mong r e l i g i o u s  people, ( 3 )  t he r e fo r e ,  no one 
can be  r i g h t .  T h i s  kind of th ink ing  i s  ba- 
s i c a l l y  t h a t  used by l i b e r a l s  and skep t i c s  
o f  many s o r t s .  The argument i s  no t  sound 
(even though, i n  t h e  form I have given t o  
i t ,  it is v a l i d )  because t h e  major premise 
is  f a l s e !  It s i m p l y i s  no t  t r u e  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  
i s  disagreement among r e l i g i o u s  people then 
no one can a t t a i n  t r u t h .  The f a c t  t h a t  t e n  
mathematics s t uden t s  a l l  h a v e d i f f e r i n g a n -  
swers t o  a given problem does no t  prove t h a t  
none of them has  ( o r  can have)  t h e  r i a h t  
answer. The f a c t  t h a t  four  wi tnesses  $ve 
d i f f e r i n g  testimony during a c o u r t t r i a l  i s  
no t  s u f f i c i e n t  evidence t o  warrant  t h e  con- 
c l u s ion  t h a t  noneof  them has g i v e n t h e  t r u e  
account. The f a c t  t h a t  f i v e  physic ians  may 
g ive  d i f f e r i n g  diagnoses of a medical pro- 
blem does no t  nece s sa r i l y  mean t h a t n o n e o f  
them has set o u t t h e c o r r e c t d i a g n o s i s .  Some 
would have u s  t o  r e j e c t  t h e  Word of God, t h e  
Bible ,  a s  t h e  means by which l o y a l t y  t o  
Ch r i s t  is t o  bedetermined.Theyreasonthat  
s i n c e  a l l  'segments' claim t o  follow t h e  B i -  
b l e  and y e t  a l l  have a r r i v e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  
answers on some mat te r s ,  then t h e  Bible  
should n o t  be  regarded a s  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  of 
loya l ty !  This i s  a ba s i c  argumentive t o o l  
of skept ic ism:  s i n c e  many claim t o b e r i g h t ,  
e i t h e r  no one can be r i g h t ,  o r  e l s e  t h e r e  
i s  no way of f ind ing  o u t  who is r i g h t .  If 
t h i s  view is t r u e ,  then men should become 
agnost ics .  But, o f c o u r s e ,  thev iew i s  false. '  

( 2  KETCHERSIDE POSITION OF MUTUAL ED- 
IFICATION. Brother Uhi te  i s  opposed t o  a 
preacher remaining in  one l oca t i on ,  preach- 
ing f o r  t h e  church a t  a s t i p u l a t e d  s a l a ry .  
He s a i d ,  'Yes, I t h ink  a preacher  can re- 
main in one l o c a t i o n  a l l  h i s  l i f e  and be  
supported if he  is doing t he  work o f  an e- 
vange l i s t .  I do be l i eve  t h a t  theword evan- 
g e l i s t  a s  it has been t r a n s l a t e d  wasn' t  p r i -  
mari ly  concerned with  t h e  herald .  I th ink  
it is a he r a lde r  of good news; I th ink  he 
went out  from p lace  t o  p lace  and he  pro- 
claimed t h e  good news. What somebody's a l -  
ready heard i s  no longernews. I d o n ' t t h i n k  
he  s i t u a t e d  himself  a s  a h i r ed  preacher i n  
any one congregation a t  a s t i p u l a t e d  s a l a -  
ry. '  Again, h e s a i d ,  ' cong rega t i onswi the l -  
de r s  would bebetteroffwithoutpreachers.' 

"Thus Bob would e l imina te  a l l  l o ca t ed  
preachers.  I n  o rder  t o  hold h i s  pos i t i on ,  
he s t r i v e s  wi th  might and main t o  make a 
d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  words, gospel ana 
doc t r i ne ;  preach and teach ;min is te r ,  prea- 
cher  and evange l i s t .  The Bible  makes no 
such d i s t i n c t i u n .  The Greek wordfromwhich 
we have our  Engl ish  ' e v a n g e l i s t '  comes from 
a word which means, according t o  Thayer 's  
Greek-English Lexicon, page 256, ' t o  pro- 
c la im good t i d i n g s ;  spec. t o  i n s t r u c t  men 
cotlcerning t h e  th ings  t h a t  p e r t a i n  t o  Chris-  
t i a n  salvation. . .spec.  t o  b r i ng  t o  one t h e  
good t i d i n g s  concerning Jesus a s  t h e  Mes- 
s i a h :  (Gal. 1 :8;  4:13; Rom. 1:15) . '  P h i l i p  
was c a l l e d  an ' evange l i s t '  (Acts 21:8).  H e  
had l i v e d  i n  Caesarea f o r  many years .  Tim- 
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othy was t o l d  t o  'do t h e  work of an  evan- 
g e l i s t ,  make f u l l  proof of t h y  minis t ry .  
(2 Tim. 4:5) .  Again, Pau l to ldTimothy ,  'If 
thou put t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  remembrance of 
t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  thou s h a l t  be a good m i n i s -  
t e r  of  Jesus  C h r i s t . '  ( I  Tim.4:6). There- 
f o r e ,  an e v a n g e l i s t  may be a good min i s t -  
er. 

"Bob mistakenly b e l i e v e s  t h a t  'good 
news' must be  new. N e w s  canbegood a n d n o t  
new. A boy may w r i t e  homefromthewar zone 
i n  Vietnam...'Dear Folks ,  I am a l i v e  and 
wel l . '  This same message could  b e s e n t e v -  
e r y  day f o r  an e n t i r e  y e a r  andnever  cease  
t o  be  good news. Anything t h a t p e r t a i n s  t o  
my s a l v a t i o n  i s  always good news. 

" Y e s ,  t h e  church h a s a r i g h t t o e m p l o y  
a f u l l - t i m e  preacher.  The gospel suppor ts  
t h e  preacher  (I Cor. 9 :14) ;  a n d t h e c h u r c h  
supports  t h e  t r u t h .  (I  Tim. 3:15).  The 
c h - ~ r c h  i s  an independent,  se l f -governing 
body, through i t s  e l d e r s  a s  overseers .  ( A c t s  
10:28). The church h a s t h e r i g h t  t o s u p p o r t  
p reschers  o f  t h e  gospel anywhere, whennot 
in v i o l a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  New Testament laws. 
There i s  no N e d  Testament law a s  t o  how 
long a prezcher  s h a l l  s t a y  i n  one place .  

' 3 ) THE USE OF MECHANICAL INSTRUMENTS OF 
WSIC I N  WORSHIP. When asked i f  t h e u s e o f  
t h e  mechanical ins t rument  of music in wor- 
s h i p  should be made a test o f  fe l lowsh ip ,  
Bob r e p l i e d ,  'No.' H e  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d ,  'My 
conscience i s  n o t  v i o l a t e d  when I v i s i t  
s e r v i c e s  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  church and s i n g  
wi th  an ins t rument . '  Even though h e  does 
no t  advocate i t s  use ,  h e  p laces  t h e  i n s t -  
rument i n  t h e  realm of opinion. W e  have 
be l i eved  and t augh t  through t h e y e a r s  t h a t  
when t h e  Lord commanded u s  t o  s i n g ,  t h i s  
e l iminated every o t h e r  k ind of  music. Le t  
it be remembered concern in^ t h e  mechani- 
c a l  ins t rument  o f  music t h a t  C h r i s t  d i d  n o t  
a u t h o r i z e  i t ,  noapos t l eevercommandedi t ,  
and no New Testament church ever  used it. 
To worship wi th  t h e  mechanical ins t rument  
of  music, r e g a r d l e s s  of  where it i s  done, 
is  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of New Testament law and 
i s  t h e r e f o r e  s i n .  ( 2  John 9-11). 

" ( 4 )  PARTAKING OF THELORD'S SUPPERONDAYS 
OTHER THAN THE FIRST DAY OF THEWEEK. Bro- 
t h e r  White s a i d ,  'I t h i n k  w e  must pa r take  
of it (Lord ' s  Supper) on t h e  f i r s t  day o f  
t h e  week, bu t  i f  a b r o t h e r  reasoned t h a t  
ou t  of  h i s  h igh regard  f o r t h e d e a t h o f  h i s  
Sav ior  h e  and o t h e r C h r i s t i a n s  h a v e a r i g h t  
t o  meet a t  another  t ime  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o t h e  
f i r s t  day and commemorate H i s  d e a t h , w e d o  
no t  have a r i g h t  t o  withdraw fe l lowship  
from him. ' 

"Unt i l  r e c e n t  t i m e ,  no  member of t h e  
church of C h r i s t  would espouse s u c h a t h e -  
ory. The Lord 's  Supper has been commanded 
and w e  have an example of t h e e a r l y c h r i s -  
t i a n s  meeting on t h e  f i r s t  d a y o f t h e w e e k .  
[Acts 20:7). We have no command o r  examp- 
l e  o f  them par taking of t h e  Lord 's  Supper 
on any o t h e r  day. Therefore ,  t o  do s o  to -  
day would be wi thout  B i b l i c a l  a u t h o r i t y .  

The Lord commanded a meeting on t h e  f i r s t  
day of t h e  week i n  which t h e  Lord 's  Supper 
was observed. ( I  Cor. 11:17-21; 28-33). If 
people  would ab ide  i n  what t h e  Lord teach-  
e s ,  t h e r e  would be no d iv i s ion .  

" ( 5 )  UNITY. Bob White b e l i e v e s  and 
t eaches  t h a t  t h e  only  u n i t y  p o s s i b l e i s  'u- 
n i t y  through d i v e r s i t y . '  A f a v o r i t e  i l l u s -  
t r a t i o n  of  u n i t y  through d i v e r s i t y  i s  h i s  
marr iage r e l a t i o n s h i p .  H e  says  t h a t  he and 
h i s  wife  have d ivergen t  views, y e t  a r e  un- 
i t e d .  Their  l o v e  i s  g r e a t e r  t h a n t h e i r  d i f -  
ferences .  This argument p resen t s  more pro- 
blems t h a n  Brother White a n t i c i p a t e d .  For 
example: i f  h i s  w i f e  s h o u l d b e l i e v e i n a  lo-  
c a t e d  husband and he should b e l i e v e  i n  an 
a n t i - l o c a t e d  husband, how long would l o v e  
cover  t h e i r  d i f fe rences?  

"On I Cor. 1:10, h e  remarks, 'I be- 
l i e v e  t h a t  it i s  l i t e r a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e t o o -  
bey I Cor. 1:10 as  some i n t e r p r e t  it.' I n  
r e p l y ,  le t  us  simply say,  Paul says  t h a t  
t h e r e  must be:  ( a )  Unity o f  organizat ion--  
' t h a t  t h e r e  be no d i v i s i o n s  amongyou.' ( b )  
Uni ty  o f  speech-- ' that  y e a l l  s p e a k t h e  same 
thing. '  (1 Pet. 4 : l l  ( c )  Unity of  mind-- 
' b e  p e r f e c t l y  joined together  i n  t h e  same 
mind and i n  t h e  same judgment.' (I Cor. 1: 
1 0 ) .  

"Paul exhorted t h e  P h i l i p p i a n  church,  
' s t and  f a s t  i n  one s p i r i t ,  w i t h  one mind 
s t r i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  f o r  t n e  f a i t h  of t h e  gos- 
pe l . '  ( P h i l .  1:27). ' F u l f i l  y e  my joy, t h a t  
y e  be l ikeminded, having t h e  same l o v e ,  be  
i n g  of one accord,  o f  one mind.' ( P h i l .  2: 
2 ) .  W e  cannot b e l i e v e  t h a t  Paul i n  t h e s e  
passages al lows a s  much room f o r  d i v e r s i t y  
a s  does Bob! To p r a c t i c a l l y  apply  t h e  phi- 
losophy of l o v e  cover ing our  d i f f e r e n c e s  
would u l t i m a t e l y  l e a d  t o  un i ta r i an i sm.  

" (6 FELLOWSHIP 

" ( a )  'My conclusion on A c t s  2:38, i f  
I have a conclus ion a t  t h i s  t i m e  i s  t h a t  
baptism i s  a command and t h a t  remiss ion o f  
s i n s  and t h e  g i f t  of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  a r e  
promises. ' 

"It seems s t r a n g e  t h a t  a man could  
preach and s tudy t h e  Bib le  f o r  s o  many y e a r s  
without a r r i v i n g  a t  a d e f i n i t e  conclus ion 
on t h e  meaning of Acts 7:38. 

"His argument runs  s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h i s .  
S ince  we cannot understand f u l l y w h a t i s  in-  
volved i n  t h e  g i f t  of t h e  Holy S ~ i r i t  and 
y e t  w e  b a p t i z e p e o p l e i n a n t i c ~ p a t ' i o n o f r e -  
ce iv ing  t h i s  promise,  w e  then can b a p t i z e  
people who cannot understand t h a t  baptism 
i s  f o r  t h e  r e m i s s i o n o f  s i n s  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  
of r e c e i v i n g  t h i s  promise. I n  o t h e r  words, 
one does n o t  need t o  understand what bap- 
t i s m  i s  f o r  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  prom- 
i s e d  remiss ion of s i n s .  I n  essence,  h e  i s  
saying t h a t  a l l  bap t ized  people,  r e g a r d l e s s  
of t h e i r  baptism, have been fo rg iven ,  made 
b r e t h r e n ,  and should be  fel lowshipped. 

"Before one i s  a proper s u b j e c t  f o r  
baptism, he must understand t h e  purpose of  
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baptism. Bob White's reasoning onActs  2:38 
is c e r t a i n l v  s t r a n a e  i n  view of Pau l ' s  ac- 
t i o n  a t  ~ ~ h e s u s  wh;n he rebap t ized  t hose  who 
had been immersed without  proper teaching 
and understandina.  Also. i? White's arau- 
ment b e  t r u e ,  then  every person i n  Rnpeiior 
Constant ine 's  day who was bapt ized f o r  a sum 
of monev was i u s t  a s  Dure a s  anv ~ e n i t e n t  
s inner  ;ho was baptizkd f o r  s a lva t i on .  Who 
can be l i eve  it? 

" ( b )  Another phi losophy held by Bob 
White i s  revealed i n  t h i s  statement.  ' B r e -  
t h r en ,  I th ink  t h a t  when a person is  incap- 
a b l e  t o  i n t e r p r e t  a v e r s e  as w e  I n t e r p r e t  
it; t h a t  when w e  r ead  t h a t  v e r s e  i n  c l a s s  
and o u t  of s i n c e r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  h e a r t  he 
expresses  a d ivergen t  view from ou r s ,  I do 
no t  be l i eve  w e  have a r i g h t t o w i t h d r a w  f e l -  
lowship from him.' 

" I f  w e  c o r r e c t l y  understand h i s  posi-  
t i o n ,  he  is  contending t h a t  t o  thedegree .a  
man does n o t  understand t h e  d o c t r i n e  of 
C h r i s t ,  he  i s  mental ly  i ncapac i t a t ed ,  and 
t he r e fo r e  no t  respons ib le  f o r  h i s  a c t i ons  
i n  t h i s  area .  H e  uses t h i s  argument espec- 
i a l l y  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  u s e  o f  ins t ruments  o f  
music by o the r s  i n  worship, saying t h a t  i f  
they c a n ' t  understand t h a t  t h e  mechanical 
instrument i s  wrong, God w i l l  no tho ld them 
respons ib le  f o r  t h i s  v io l a t i on .  This doct-  
r i n e  i s  a c t u a l l y  another  d r e s s  fo r themen-  
t a l  block theory.  This d o c t r i n e  he  espous- 
e s  is ce r t a i n lyademora l i z i ng  o n e t h a t p l a c -  
es a premium on ignorance and in san i t y .  The 
l o g i c a l  conclusion t o  t h i s  i dea  is  t o  say 
t h a t  no human could ever be  l o s t b e c a u s e h e  
is on ly  insane i n  those  a r ea s  where he  i s  
wrong. 

" W e  f i rmly be l ieve  t h e  l o c a l  church has 
t h e  r i g h t  t o  con t ro l  i t s  own fellowship.  
When Paul went up t o  Jerusalem from Arabia 
where he had preached t h e  gospel f o r  s o m e  
t h r e e  yea r s  a f t e r  h i s  conversion,  he  want- 
ed t o  have fe l lowship wi th  t he se  s a i n t s  i n  
Jerusalem and accordingly made an effor t - -  
' assayedt-- to  jo in  himself t o  t h e  d i s c i p l e s :  
bu t  they were a l l  a f r a i d o f h i m , a n d b e l i e v -  
ed n o t  t h a t  he was a d i s c i p l e .  ( A c t s  9:26) 
It was n o t  u n t i l  Barnabas commended him t o  
them t h a t  they  received him i n t o t h e i r  f e l l  
lowship and he 'went i n a n d o u t '  among them. 
Pau l ' s  example teaches u s  t h a t  a Ch r i s t i an  
should a s s o c i a t e  himself with t h e  d i s c i p l e s  
l o c a l l y  ( t h e  l o c a l  church) ,  t o  be  a member 
of it and have fe l lowship wi th  it. But it 
a l s o  teaches  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  church i s  no t  
under ob l i ga t i on  t o  r e c e i v e  one i n t o  i t s  
fe l lowship u n t i l  confidence i n  himhas been 
e s t ab l i shed  a s  a genuine Chris t ian.The10-  
cal church of C h r i s t  has a r i g h t  t o  expel 
and exclude from i ts  fe l lowship t hose  who 
walk d i so rde r l y  and con t ra rv  t o  t h e w i l l  of 
t h e  Lord.   his-was commandeh by Paul i n  I 
Cor. 5 and 2 Thess. 35-15. 

" W e  f i rmly be l i eve  t h a t  t h e  e l d e r s  of 
a l o c a l  congregation have t h e  d iv ine  r i g h t  
t o  determine what s h a l l  be  t aught  and who 
should do t h e  teaching. ( A c t s  20:28-31) 

"The above review wasmadewiththeap-  
proval  and endorsement of t h e  e l d e r s  o f t h e  
Church of  C h r i s t ,  Miami, Oklahoma. 

"Bobby Key, Miami ,  Oklahoma 

"Don Deffenbaugh, Neosho, Missouri" 

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS AS TO WHAT WE CAN DO 
TO PREPARE OUR MEMBERS AGAINST LIBERALISM 

A s  much a s  I am s u r e  t h a t  a l l o f G o d ' s  
people r e g r e t  thenecessitvforsuchaction, 
a t  a l l ,  y e t  t hose  of us  who r e a l l y  h o w ,  
b e l i eve  and l ove  the t r u t h  must recognize  
it simply had t o  be  taken;  and I, f o r  one, 
have on ly  t h e  h iqhes t    raise f o r  Bobbv Key 
and t h e  Miami e l d e r s  f o r  dea l ing  with  t h i s  
matter a s  d i l i g e n t l y  a s  they did .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, a s  I read  it, t h i s  
thought kept  coming i n t o  mind: WHYNOTPRE- 
PARE OUR MEMBERS I N  GENERAL AGAINST LIBER- 
ALISM BEFOREHAND, SO THAT WHEN SIMILAR AC- 
TIONS BECOME NECESSARY ELSEWHERE (AS SURE- 
LY THEY WILL) OVERALL LOSSES C4N BE CUT TO - ~ 

A MINIMUMI what do you suppose would have 
been t h e  e f f e c t ;  i f o v e r a c o n s i d e r a b l e p e r -  
i od  of t ime everv familv in t h e  conqreqa- - - 
t i o n  had been reading s i c h  mate r ia l  as you 
are now reading i . .  , t h e  Contendins-for- 
the-Fai th  Newslet ter)  r egu l a r l y?  Is it not  
reasonable  t o  suppose t h a t  membersthusin- 
doc t r i na t ed  a g a i n s t  l i b e r a l i s m  beforehand 
would s tand  a b e t t e r  chance of  r e s i s t i n g  
i t s  decep t ive  persuasiveness t han  t hose  who 
were meeting it f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  wi thout  
a c l u e  a s  t o  what t o  look f o r  and what it 
is a l l  about? 

One of t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  programs of  
i ndoc t r i na t i on  ( o r  s o  it seems tome) would 
be f o r  congregations t o  put  t h e i r  e n t i r e  
list of f ami l i e s  on our mai l ing l i s t t o r e -  -- 
ceivetheContendinq-for-the-Faith N e w s l e t -  
ter r e g u l a r l y  each month. Congregationswho - 
wish t o  do t h i s  could handle t h e  f i n a n c i a l  
p a r t  i n  one of two ways: E i t he r  1 )  a check 
for t h e  t o t a l  number of f ami l i e s  a t  $1 pe r  
yea r  per  family should accompany your or- 
de r  o r  2 )  you can go ahead and s e n d u s y o u r  
l i s t  and w e  can break it down i n t o  monthly 
i n s t a l lmen t s  and b i l l  you once a month. (I 
could a t h a t  w e  could j u s t  go ahead and 
send t h e  Newsletter f r e e  of charge; howev- 
er, i n  r e a l i t y ,  t h a t  i s  no t  pos s ib l e .Up to  
now, of course ,  i n  o rder  t o  i n t r o d u c e i t ,  I 
have been sending it t o  thousands of cong- 
r ega t i ons ,  over t h e  p a s t  three months, un- 
til you could s e e  what it is and i f  it i s  
something you would l i k e  your members t o b e  
reading r e g u l a r l y  during t h e s e  d o c t r i n a l l y  
pe r i l ous  t i m e s .  What you have r e a d i n t h e s e  
few i n t r o d u c t o q  i s s u e s  i s  t y p i c a l  of what 
type  of ma t e r i a l  w e  p lan t o  inc lude  dur ing  
t h e  months and yea r s  t o  come. However, you 
r e a l l y  must subscr ibe ,  i f  you e x p e c t t o r e -  
c e i v e  it r e g u l a r l y  from now on. bnly i nd i -  
v idua l s  who q i v e r e q u l a r l y t o o u r  S i n q a ~ o r e /  
Far East  Fund w i l l  cont inue t o r e c e i v e b o t h  
news l e t t e r s  wi thout  charge.)  
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BUNDLE RATES AVALLABLE TO CONGREGATIONS 
AND 1NDIVItlGR;ALS DISTRICUTING NEWSLETTER 

Realizing t h a t  many conqregations and 
ind iv idua l s  might l i k e  t o o r d e r  Contendinq- 
for- the-Fai th  Newsletter i n  quan t i t y  lots 
f o r  general  d i s t r i b u t i o n  throughout your 
congregation o r  a r ea ,  we are prepared now 
t o  r ece ive  your o rders  a t  t h e  following 
charges : 

Bundle Rates 

S ing l e  Copy 9.10 
3 Copies .25 
15 Copies 1-00 
50 Conies 3.b0 - - - - -  
~ O O  Copies 5.00 
Additional 100s (per  100) 5.00 

ber ,  bundles of t e n  o r  more toone  address ,  
seven cen t s  a copy; published monthly; o r -  
d e r  from P. 0. Box 18433, Memphis, Tennes- 
see 38118. 

A & ,  a 40-page magazine, publ ished 
qua r t e r l y  by t h e  Memorial Church of Ch r i s t  
of Houston, Texas, e d i t e d  by H.A. ( ~ u s t e r )  
Dobbs, J i m  Dobbs, Leonard Mullens, D e l m a r  
Owens and Eugene S. Smith, Jr. This publ i -  
c a t i o n  i s  not being o f f e r ed  on an ind iv id-  
u a l  subscr ip t ion  b a s i s ,  but a t  bulk r a t e  - 
p r i ce s  t o  l o c a l  congregations only. Rates 
a r e  100 cop ies ,  $18; add i t i ona l  cop ies  i n  
l o t s  of 100, $15; 75 cop ies ,  $15; 50 cop- 
ies, $11; 25 cop i e s ,  57;  less than 25 cop- 
ies, each 8-30; o rder  from P. 0. Box 4427, 
Dal las ,  Texas 75208. 

Ln t h e  event you decide t o  o rder  them 
by t h e  bundle f o r  your congregation,  ra th -  
er than t o  have us put  your f ami l i e s  onour  
mai l ing l i s t ,  hopefully you should bear a t  
l e a s t  two th ings  i n  mind: 1) The e f f e c t  i s  
usua l ly  f a r  g r ea t e r  i f  you e i t h e r  mail o r  
else hand t o  each family person all^, r a th -  
er than leaving it t o  chance t h a t  they r e -  
member t o  pick up t h e  newsle t t e r  off  of a 
t a b l e  somewhere; and 2) 
beyond your number o f  fami l ies  shou ldbeo r -  
dered each month, so  t h a t  y o u w i l l h a v e  some 
t o  s h a r e  wi th  others .  Moreover, r a t h e r t h a n  
waitiris f o r  someone t o  ask you f o r  a copy, 

The S p i r i t u a l  Sword, l ikewise  a maga- 
z ine ,  published qua r t e r l y  by t h e  G e t w e l l  
Church-of C h r i s t  o f  Memphis, Tenn.; ed i t ed  
bv Thomas B. Warren and Rubel Shelley.  When 
it f i r s t  came out  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  I wrote t h e  
b re th ren  pu t t i ng  it ou t ,  under d a t e  of Oc-  
t obe r ,  19  , as follows: "...A copy of Vol- 
ume I. Number 1 ,  o f  The S o i r i t u a l  Sword 
reachkd my a t t e n t i o n  t h i s  morning. I am deep- 
l y  and favorably impressed and wish f o r  you 
t h e  widest  Dossible- success wi th  t h i s  new 
publ icat ion. . . I t  long has seemed come tha t  
i f  w e  ever  a r e  going co speak out  e f f e c t -  
i ve lv  aqa in s t  t h e  t rends  o f d o c t r i n e t h r e a t -  - 

you should always be seekina o ~ w o r t u n i t ~ s  
t o  p l ace  copies wi th  those  where ca l cu l a t -  
ed t o  have maximum e f f e c t ,  both inyourown 
conaresat ion as w e l l  a s  elsewhere. KeeD in 
mini tGat this i s  
t h a t  w e  a r e  undertaking t oge the r ;  w e  a r e  & 
W& wi th  t h e  fo rces  of e r ro r .  The b e s t  *- 
fense.  a s  General Patton used t o  sav.  i s  a - .  -~ ~ 

good offense. What w e  need t o  do - i s  t o  
o e t  on t h e  offensive--and a t a v  t h a t  way! 

LET'S PUT OUR CONGREG4TIONS ON THE MAILING 
LIST O F  SNERAL OTHER PUDLICATIONS AS WELL 

It makes me a l i t t l e  ill, when occas- 
i ona l l y  I hear  it charged t h a t b r o t h e r  Rice 
i s  alone i n  f i gh t i ng  t h i s  b a t t l e  aga in s t  
l i b e r a l i s m  o r  t h a t  it i s  j u s t  a "one man 
f ight ."  A l l  t h i s  betrays  is  t h e  most appa l l -  
i n g  l ack  of information about what ac tua l -  
l y  i s  going onpracticallybrotherhood-wide. 
Far from being alone, t h e r e  are l i t e r a l l y  - 
thousands upon thousands of ded ica ted ,  de- 
voted,  consecrated e l d e r s  and preachers i n  
congregations a l l  over t h e  brotherhood who 
a r e  doing a l l  they can t o h e l p  s t e m t h e t i d e  
of t h i s  apostasy t h e  same a s  I. 

A t  least  THREE OTHER publ ica t ions  you 
need t o  in t roduce t o  vour conqreaation ( i n  - 
add i t i on  t o  my contenzins-for-the-~aith of 
course)  a r e  F i r s t  Century Chr i s t i an ,  e d i t -  
ed andpub1ishedbyRoyJ.HearnandJ. Frank- 
l i n  camp. S ing l e  subscr ip t ions  a r e  $2 per  
year  i n  advance; ou t s i de  United S t a t e s ,  
$2.50; congregat ional  r a t e ,  t e n  c e n t s  p e r  
copypermonth mailed d i r e c t l y  t o  each mem- 

enin; the t r u t h  and t h e  church,  t h e  time i s  
long p a s t  when w e  should beupanddo ing  it. 
The S p i r i t u a l  Sword w i l l  he lp  t o  f i l l  t h e  
void i n  t h i s  a r ea  of cu r r en t  thought..." I 
do no t  have t h e i r  subsc r i p t i on  r a t e s  handy 
bu t  you should address your i n q u i r i e s  f o r  
t h i s  splendid publ ica t ion  t o  1511 Getwell 
Road, Memphis, Tennessee 38111. 

While you a r e a t i t , w h y  don ' t  y o u w r i t e  
f o r  sample c ~ p i e s  of q u i t e  a numherof- 
er publ ica t ions  among us ,which ,  t o a g r e a t -  - 
e r  o r  l e s s e r  degree a r e  helping t o  combat 
a l l  t h i s  f lood of e r r o r ,  which i s  inundat- 
ing  t h e  brotherhood from so  many sources 
i u s t  now. One of the  bes t  of t he se  i s  Bar- * -~ ~ 

ry  L. ~ n d e r s o n l s  ~ o s p e l  ~ e f e n d e r ,  P. 0 . ~ 0 ~  
669. Florence. Alabama 35630. Bv a l l  means 
you'should be 'gec t ing  Wayne ~ a c k s o n ' s  bul- 
l e t i n ,  t h e  Ch r i s t i an  Courier,  publishe3 by 
t h e  East &in S t r e e t  Church o f C h r i s t ,  3906 
E. Main S t r e e t ,  Stockton, Ca l i f o rn i a  95205. 
Perv ie  Nichols,  whose address  is P. 0. Box 
432. Cl inton.  Miss iss ia~i  39056 has one h e  
cal is  The ~ i . b l e  Way. 1't'has had s eve ra l  of 
t h e  most needful a r t i c l e s  l a t e l y .  

Above a l l ,  l e t  us no t  f o rge t  t h e  ' o l d  
r e l i a b l e , '  The Gospel Advocate, ed i ted  and 
published by B. C. Goodpastwe, P. 0. Box 
150, Nashvi l le ,  Tennessee 37202.Alongwith 
Bas i l  Overton, a s s o c i a t e  e d i t o r ,  b ro the r  
Goodpasture i s  l e t t i n g  someof themos tva l -  
uab le  w r i t i n g s  along t h i s  l i n e  appear v i a  
t h e  Advocate of any i n  r e cen t  years .  Sing- 
l e  r a t e :  $6 per  year  i n  advance. But what 
a wonderful t h ing  i f  your congregation can 



advantage i t s e l f  of t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  r a t e  
of four  d o l l a r s  a y e a r  t o  a church sending 
t h e  paper t o  each family i n  i ts  membership! 

One uauer which deserves a f a r  wider 
readersh ip  khan it now has  i s  Richard Ste-  
vens '  Gospel Vide t t e .  Although ofmoregen-  
e r a 1  con ten t  than  how t o  answer l i b e r a l i s m  - -~ 

t h i s  paper n e v e r t h e l e s s  s t ands  f o r t h r i g h t -  
l y  f o r  t h e  t r u t h  and is  one o f  themos t  a t -  
t r a c t i v e  of a l l  our gospel pub l ica t ions .  I 
suggest  you w r i t e  f o r  a copy t o  1920 South 
Clark S t r e e t ,  Muncie, Indiana 47302. 

Another one of genera l  appeal ,  which 
f requen t ly  c a r r i e s  e d i t o r i a l  mat te r  expos- 
ing  l i b e r a l i s m ,  is  Ed Smithson's C h r i s t i a n  
Times, P. 0. Box 363, Moore, Oklahoma, Zip 
73060. Although bro ther  Smithson i s n o t d -  

on t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h i s  he resy ,  when he 
is  he r e a l l y  t akes  t h e  bark o f f ?  Havingnow - 
been i n  pub l ica t ion  only  two years ,  Chris-  
t i a n  Times a l ready  has more than5,OOO sub- 
s c r i b e r s .  It deserves  50,000! 

No, b r e t h r e n ,  f a r  from t h i s b e i n g  j u s t  
a "one-man f i g h t , "  t h e  counter-a t tack r e l -  
a t i v e  t o  l i b e r a l i s m  now is p r a c t i c a l l y  
over t h e  brotherhood. Only those  whose in-  
formation of brotherhood a f f a i r s  is  almost 
non-exis tent  do no t  know t h i s .  Ins tead  of 
b r e t h r e n  t r y i n g  t o  keep a loof  from it,  t h e  
time i s  now h e r e  f o r  a l l  o f  us  t o  p i t c h  i n  
toqe ther  and s lug  it o u t  with l ibera l ism--  
t o e  t o  toe! 

I f  you r e a l l y  want t o  keep your cong- 
r e g a t i o n  pure--doctrinally--evenbeforeyou 
s i g n  up e i t h e r  f o r  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  o r  &- 
e r  o f  t h e  aforementioned p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  you - 
should check t o  see i f  *of t h e  follow- 
ing  " l i b e r a l "  pub l ica t ions  a r e  i n f i l t r a t i n g  
your membership; i f  s o ,  s t o p  them: 

C h r i s t i a n  Chronicle 
MISSION 
Action 
GO - 

Wherever t h e s e  four  pub l ica t ions  have 
general  c i r c u l a t i o n  and a r e  being r e a d ,  it 
i s  t h e  cause  of l ibera l ism--not  t h e  t r u t h  
of t h e  gospel a s  it is i n  C h r i s t  Jesus--  
t h a t  i s  being served. ( Y e t  I can show you 
congregations by t h e  thousands,  who appear 
b l i s s f u l l y  unaware of t h i s  and cont inue t o  
o rder  them by t h e  bundle and put them o u t  
f o r  t h e i r  member* "ed i f i ca t ion" !  I n  t h e  in-  
s t a n c e  3f t h e  "Chronicle," it was n o t  t h i s  
way i n  former days;  however, ever  s i n c e  a- 
bout 1966 onward, t h i s  p a p e r ' s  e n t i r e  edi-  
t o r i a l  po l i cy  underwent a dramatic chanqe. 
It no lonqer  s t ands  f o r  t h e  t r u t h  a s  it did  
i n  t h e  days of Olan Hicks. I knew Vlan in-  
t i m a t e l y ;  and if Olan could  = be made a- 
ware of t h e  d o c t r i n a l  depar tu res  which a r e  
now i n  e f f e c t  i n  t h e  Chronicle,  he 'd  t u r n  - 
over  i n  h i s  grave! A s  f o r  MISSION, Action, 
and GO, thgs_g t h r e e  pub1icationsamong"us" 
never were-anything e l s e  but " l i b e r a l " !  So 

i f  gospel  t r u t h  makes you a n y d i f f q r e n c e a t  
a, t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t o  do i s  DISCONTINUE 
ALL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THESE FOUR PUBLICA- 
TIONS! ) 

"AXE ON THE ROOTt'--VOLUIYE I I I - - N O W  READY 
FOR MAILING; 800 COPIES GO OUT I N  1ST WEEK 

It took considerably  lonqer  t o  q e t  Axe - - 
on t h e  ~ o o t - - ~ ~ l _ ~ ~ _ g ~ ~ - - o f f  t h e  p ress  and 
i n t o  productizii-fFiZF-Ziiticipated. However, 
a s  of Fr idav a f te rnoon .  March 20. we qlad-  
l y  took d e l i v e r y  on t h e  f i r s t  1 ,000 copies 
--and now t h e  remaining 4,000 of our  i n i t -  
i a l  5,000 o r d e r  a r e  ready f o r  your orders .  
More than  800 copies  went o u t  theweek they  
became a v a i l a b l e !  

For those  who may n o t  have examined 
t h i s  running exposure o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  apos- 
t a s y  ( l i b e r a l i s m )  among churches o f  C h r i s t  
t h i s  would be  a good t i m e  t o  send us  vour 
order  f o r  ALL THREE VOLUMES of Axe on t h e  
Root, i n  a 3-volume s e t .  The p r i c e p e r s e t ?  
J u s t  55. 

For those  who would l i k e  t o  o rder  a l l  
t h r e e  volumes I N  QUANTITY--to p l a c e  where 
c a l c u l a t e d  t o  have M A X I M U M  EFFECT, you a r e  
welcome t o  t a k e  advantage of t h e  fol lowing 
q u a n t i t y  r a t e s  : 

Axe on t h e  Root--Volume I 
S i n g l e  Copy 51.00 
Five  Copies 54.50 
Ten Copies 58.00 
50 Copies 537.50 

--Volumes o r  III 
S i n g l e  Copy 82.00 
F ive  Copies 59.00 
Ten Copies 816.00 
50 Copies 575.00 

(Dealer Rates Upon Request) 

Other books, which w e  s t o c k ,  t h a t w i l l  
h e l p  you t o  g e t  "up" on what is  "going on" 
a r e  t h e  fol lowing:  

The Church Faces Liberalism--being t h e  
Freed-Hardeman Lectures  f o r  1970, f r e s h  
o f f  t h e  p r e s s :  Paper back 52.95 

~ l b t h  back $5.95 
(NOTE: Demand f o r  t h i s  book was s o  g r e a t  
t h a t  t h e  second p r i n t i n q  a l r e a d y  is  i n  t h e  
works. I n  v e a r s  t o  come. it w i l l  be reoard-  
ed a s  a " c i a s s i c " .  Get yours  NOW--wifhout 
f a i l !  W e  g o t  ten of t h e  l a s t  15 cop ies  of 
t h e  o r i q i n a l  p r i n t i n q ,  whi le  they l a s t !  ) 

The F a i t h  Under Fire--being James D. 
Bales '  review o f  Robert Meyer's a t t a c k  
a g a i n s t  t h e  church,  "Voices o f  Concern" 

Per Copy 53.50 

The Forqot ten Commandment--Now i n  i ts  
t h i r d  p r i n t i n q ,  t h i s  is  Ed Smithson's  
c a l l  f o r  us t o  r e t u r n  t o  "church d i s -  
c i p l i n e " .  Per Capy $1.25 

(Address a l l  o r d e r s  o r  s u b s c r i ~ t i o n s  to-- 
~ ~ - -  

I r a Y .  Rice. Jr., 950 Greerland Dr.. Nashv i l l e  
Tennessee 37204 o r  t o  YourFavori te  Dealer)  
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DOWNTOWN SAN FRANCISCO CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Post  Of f i ce  Box 588 

San Franc isco ,  C a l i f o r n i a  94101 

- p r e s e n t s  - 

IRA Y RICE, JR.'s 
bnt er dina :: sith 

$1 per  y e a r  Newsletter 
Personal  Mail inq Address: 

"CAMPUS EVANGELISM" FINALLY MAKES I r a  Y. Rice ,  Jr. 
CONTRIBUTION TO CAUSE OF TRUTH 950 Greerland Drive 
--BY GOING OUT OF BUSINESS! Nashvi l l e ,  Tennessee 37204 

Phone: 615/291-5803 
Dear Brethren:  

It was wi th  a s ense  o f  mixed r e l i e f  and sadness  t h a t I r e a d  
Campus Evan elism's Volume 111, Number 7 i s s u e  o f  "GO" ( f o r  Ap- 
r i l ,  1970 + and l ea rned  t h a t  "Campus Evanqelism announces i t s  
t e rmina t ion  o f  A p r i l  30." R e l i e f  i n  t h a t  t h i s  i s  y e t  one more 
f o r c e  f o r  e r r o r  a g a i n s t  which w e  s h a l l  n o t  have t o  contend from 
t h i s  day forward;  sadness  i n  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  concept f o r  evangel- 
i s t i c  i n i t i a t i v e s  on c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  campuses s t i l l  i s  a  
good one,  and what a p i t y  it is  t h a t  t h e s e  young b re th ren  f a i l -  
ed t o  c a r r y  it forward a long t h e  l i n e s  o f  p l a i n ,  s imple  Chr i s t -  
i a n i t y  a s  c l e a r l y  r evea l ed  i n  t h e  New Testament! If t h e y h a d n o t  
been -& i n t e n t  on " r e s t r u c t u r i n q "  t h e  church a f t e r  thei ;  own im- 

r a t h e r  than  b u i l d i n q  and ex tendinq  t h e  kingdom accordinq t o  
t h e  word o f  God, t h e r e  i s  no reason  a t  a l l  why they  c o u l d n o t b e  
a genuine forcefor good--even ye t !  

By t h e i r  own s t a t emen t ,  t h e s e  young men--JimBevis, Char les  
She l ton ,  Dudlev Lvnch and those  connected wi th  them--had spread  
t h e  Campus Evangelism out reach  on to  350 campus i n  t h e  U.S. More 
than  4,000 s t u d e n t s  had been t r a i n e d  i n  s p e c i a l  "seminars" pre-  
par ing  them t o  t each  and something they  wereca l1 ing"wi tnes s ing  
f o r  Christ"--using t h e  word "witness" i n  a s ense  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  
way it i s  used i n  t h e  N e w  Testament. On more than 100 campuses, 
they  had e i t h e r  organized o r  e l s e  i d e n t i f i e d  "cadres" o f  h igh ly  
t r a i n e d  s tuden t  C h r i s t i a n  workers. They claimed tha thundreds  of  
c o l l e g e  youth had been conver ted t o  C h r i s t  and had committed 
themselves t o  H i s  way and t h a t  thousands more had found renewed 
v i t a l i t y  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  C h r i s t .  That they  had con- 
v e r t e d  hundreds t o  somethinq t h e r e  can be  no doubt. That it was 
" to  Chr i s t1 '  i s  open t o  s e r i o u s  ques t ion .  And c e r t a i n l y  "renewed 
v i t a l i t y  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  Chr i s t "  h a r d l y d e s c r i b e s  t he  
"d iv i s ions  and o f f enses  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  doc t r ine"  which follow- 
ed i n  t h e i r  wake brotherhood-wide. Rather  t han  se rv ing  our  Lord 

Denise
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Jesus  C h r i s t ,  a s  they p r e t e n d e d , a l l t h e  
evidence demons t ra ted tha t theywereser -  
ving " t h e i r  own b e l l y ;  and bygoodwords 
and f a i r  speeches (were dece iv ing)  t h e  
h e a r t s  of t h e  simple." Romans 16 :17-18  
i n s t r u c t s  C h r i s t i a n s  a s  t o  what t o  do i n  
such cases .  And some of us d i d  it! Non- 
cognizant  t o  t h e  end t h a t  it was their 
own depredat ions  a g a i n s t  t h e  t r u t h a s  it - 
i s  i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s ,  which was t h e  . r o o t  
source  of t h e i r  t r o u b l e s ,  i n  t h e i r  f i n -  
a l  s t a t emen t  they s a i d ,  "In t h e  f a c e  o f  
a s e r i e s  of unwarranted a t t a c k s  i n  r e -  
c e n t  months,. . .support has  dwindled t o  
t h e  p o i n t  where Campus Evangelismcannot 
c a r r y  on a program of work a t  t h i s  time." 

J u s t  what made t h e s e  zea lous ,  how- 
ever-misguided young b r e t h r e n  th ink  w e  
who a r a  o l d e r  would j u s t  s t a n d  s i l e n t l y  
by whi le  they d i l i g e n t l y  des t royed what 
i t  had taken us  gene ra t ions  t o  b u i l d  up 
f o r  C h r i s t ' s  s ake  i s  not  q u i t e  c l e a r .  

Espec ia l ly  do we no t  understand i t  
i n  t h a t  they expected us  t o  p a y t h e b i i l  
wh i l e  they  t o r e  it down! 

Truly ,  we--in our  forbearance--may 
have been over-long i n  ca tching  on. But 
when i t  f i n a l l y  became c l e a r ,  Campus E- 
vangelism was answered i n  a way&could 
understand. James D. Bales,  f o r o n e ,  s a i d :  

VOLUME CXll NUMBER 8 FEBRUARY 19, 1970 

Is This What Campus Evangelism Will Communicate? 
James D. Baler 

The concept of campus evangelism is a good one. HARDING COLLEGE 

It can be carried on by congregations in different The article is an attack on Harding College-both 
ways and places. There is a group, however, head- under Dr. Benson and under Dr. Ganus. its present 
quartered in Houston. Texas. which is known as president. on the National Education Program. and on 
"Campus Evangelism," and some of the things which the Board. Among other things, he smears us as 
we have heard conceining this group have disturbed being of the "radical right." and repeats some of the 
us. What we have read from one of their leaders has misunderstandings and misrepresentations which I 
disturbed us even more. discussed a few years ago in my book Americanism 

A non-religious paper in Texas published an arti- Under Fire. Lynch has either not read my reply to 
cle on January 23, 1970 by Dudley Lynch, entitled various criticisms. or he did not read it with under- 
"America's Right-Wing Propaganda Center." The ar- standing. He criticizes our "conservative Biblical lit- 
t i ck  identified the author as one who "became famil- eralism." and said: "Citing Godless communism, the 
iar with Harding College as editor of the Christian college gets a nervous tic at  any mention of such 
Chronicle, a weekly newspaper for members of the topics as Darwin, Jim Beam bourbon, minis, mods, 
Churches of Christ. . . . He has this month become hard rock. Catcher in the Rye . . . legalized abortion, 
director of communications for Campus Evangelism, Norman Mailer. or  the Harvard Divinity School." 
an organization headquartered at  Houston that will He wrote that last year "the academic climate of 
seek to recruit college students 'to look for viable reli- Harding College became more clouded than usual," 
gious approaches to today's social ills,' as Lynch says. because of the dismissal of a teacher. He said this 
Such students would do work in such undertakings as teacher had "deep-seated doubts about the school," 
inner city projects." but stayed here because "he had chosen to teach, and 

Undoubtedly they will try to recruit from the cam- no school anywhere needed teachers any more than 
puses of schools maintained by brethren as well as in Harding. Given the school's hopelessly rigid philoso- 
other places. It  is important to know something of phies. he believed, someone had to challenge the rote 
the concept of the church as it is reflected in this arti- minds of these sheltered innocents off the unlearned, 
cle by the "director of communications for Campus back-route farms and barber-poled Main Streets of 
Evangelism." What concept will he try to comrnuni- the South. Otherwise, they'd opt for the hard-grained 
cate to these recruits, which they, to the extent they prejudices of their parents, falling short of their hu- 
are influenced by him, will communicate to others? manitarian potentials." 
Before answering this question, let us ask what con- Without seeking to discuss on what grounds he 
cept he has of Harding College; one of the Colleges represents this teacher as he does, the above quotation 
where possibly they will try to recruit. clearly indicates Lynch's attitude toward the school 
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> Is This What Campus Evangelism . . . . 
(Concluded from page 113) 

and the homes from whicliour students come. This is 
his view of the parents of the students that he will 
want to recruit for Campus Eirangelism. We wonder 
whether he will try to communicate, as director of 
communications for Campus Evangelism, this attitude 
to the students? 

Among other things, he does not seem to like the 
standards we try to uphold with reference to sex, and 
thus he spoke of "Harding's sexual hang-ups!' 

ATTITUDE TOWARD THE CHURCH 

What concept does Lynch have of the church? 
Most of O W  students come from Christian homes. 
What kind of homes, according to Lynch? ". . . shel- 
tered innocents off the unlearned, back-route farms 
and barber-poled Main streets of the South . . . the 
hard-grained prejudices of their parents"; which, if 
they accept, leads them to fall "short of their human- 
itarian potentials." 

Of the students he said; "They come with a strike 
against them-having been raised by small-town, 
rural, militantly fundamental parents. Taught fear in 
the name of faith from the time they were Sunday 
School toddlers, they view the world through lenses 
of suspicion, a natural outgrowth of their peculiar re- 
!igiour belief that members of their faith-and they 
only in all Christendom+omprise 'the redeemed.' 
The reason they are a t  Harding to begin with is be- 
cause their parents view the sheltered campus as an 
innocuous, sin-free conduit to a 'respectable' adult- 
hood." 

Their parents, as a general rule, are members of 
the New Testament church; and so are they. They 
are at various stages of growth and development in 
their lives as Christians, and, although all of us need 
to grow both in grace and knowledge, they are mem- 
bers of the New Testament church. Lynch does not 
identify himself with the church of which they are 
members. He speaks of "their peculiar religious be- 
lief that members of their faith. . . ." The faith to 
which they hold is the faith once for all delivered to 
the saints. Lynch denies this, and the faith he says 
they are identified with is not the faith with which he 
identifies himself. He speaks of their faith, and he is 
very critical of their faith. And by faith he has refer- 
ence not just to their personal trust but to the church 
and the faith of which they a* members. 

Since Lynch thus separates himself from us, why 
should we act as if he is one of us? He has, according 
to the  way he writes in this article, gone out from us; 
if indeed he was ever of us.' We should recognize how 
he himself views us and take him at his own word. 
and say that his faith is different from the faith of 
which we are a part. 

As one who is considered versed in communica- 
tions--otherwise he would not have been engaged as 
communications director for Campus Evangelism--he 
has communicated that he is not only not of us but 
that he is in opposition to us. Why should we in any 
way encourage his work as a recruiter on campuses 
maintained by brethren or in any of the churches? 

In t h e  very next issue of the  =- 
J& Advocate, brother Basil Overton, i n  
an ed i to r i a l  on Page 130, which he cap- 
tioned "Christ 's  Emphasis =Himself= 
H i s  Church," continued t h e  replytoCam- - 
PUS Evanselism and its underminino work 
against fhe gospel and the  church: This 
is what he said:  

"In previous a r t i c l e s  t h i s  wr i te r  
has s t ressedwi th  sc r ip tu ra l  evidenceand 
support t ha t  one cannot preach C h r i s t  
without preaching t ru ths  about h i s  church. 

"A magazine named i s  published 
by an organization known ascampus Evan- 
gelism. In  a recent i s sue  of t h a t  maga- 
zine there  appears a center spread i t e m  
which emphasizes i n  la rge  p r i n t t h a t  the 
church i s  changing i ts posit ion on cer- 
t a i n  matters; f i f t een  changes a r e  l i s t -  
ed. One change l i s t e d  is t h a t  i n  evang- 
elism the  church is  moving fromemphasis 
on thechurch  toward emphasisonChrist. 

"No f a i t h f u l  d i sc ip le  of t h e  Lord 
is  against  evangelism oncampuses. (This 
wri ter  engaged i n  itoncampuses of s t a t e  
colleges and univers i t ies  fo r  th i r t een  
years.) However it is  uncouth forone  t o  
leave t h e  impression t h a t  only recent ly 
has anything been done toevangelize t h e  
campuses. While no f a i th fu l  d i sc ip le  of 
Jesus opposes evangelizing the  campus, 
every f a i t h f u l  d i sc ip leo f theLord  wants 
the  t r u t h  presented on t h e  campus jus t  
a s  anywhereelse. Themounting opposition 
t h a t  i s  being leveled against  Campus E- 
vangelism as  an organization is  not be- 
ing leveled because those who l eve l  it 
a r e  opposed t o  the  campuses being evan- 
gelized. Instead they jus twant the  t r u t h  
presented on the  campuses1 People s t i l l  
must know the  t r u t h  t o  be madefree from 
sin. I f  Campus Evangelism preaches and 
promotes on thecampuses what it presents 
and emphasizes in i ts magazine, 3, it 
i s  not surpris ing t h a t  there  is mounting 
opposition t o  the  movement. 

"To sav t h a t  'in evanselism the  
church i s  mocing F r o m  fmpha<iS on the 
church toward emphasis on Chr is t , '  i s  t o  
h p l y  tha t  onecanemphasizeChristwith- 
out emphasizing h i s  church. In  a previ- 
ous a r t i c l e  t h i s  wr i te rpresentedscr ip-  
tu res  which show t h a t  Chris t  preached 
himself and a l so  h i s  church. Letuscon- 
s ide r  other sc r ip tu ra l  evidence t h a t  he 
did. 

"1. Jesus put emphasis onh i s  church 
i n  many parables. Jesus taughtmanypar- 
ables t h a t  were desianed t o  stress var- 
ious t ru ths  about h is  kingdomor church. 
He often introduced great  lessons by say- 
ing, 'The kingdom of heaven is l i k e  un- 
to:..- The word parable is  acompound of 
two Greek words; ~ a r a  means alons side. 
The rest of the  word is from t h e  Greek 
i n f i n i t i v e  thatmeanstothrowortocast. 
Therefore, parable means putting m e  
thina beside another. Jesus put s p i r i t -  
ual f ru ths  about h i s  church -along s i d e  
l i t e r a l  physical concepts, and thus ef- 
fec t ive ly  taught those who desired t o  
learn. 
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"2. Jesus emphasizedhis churchwhen 
he tauqht concerninq t r u e  se rv ice  and 
t r u e  qreatness. ' I n  t h a t  hour came t h e  
d i sc ip l e s  unto Jesus, saying, Who then 
is g rea t e s t  i n  the  kingdom of heaven?' 
(Matt. 18:l.l  Jesus did not  rebuke h i s  
d i sc ip l e s  by saying, 'Why do you t a l k  a- 
bout and ask questions about my kingdom 
(or  church)? '  He d i d n o t  say,  'You should 
emphasize me, not my kingdom!' Instead 
he ca l led  a l i t t l e  ch i ld ,  and s e t h i m i n  
the  midst of them, and sa id ,  'Verily I 
say unto you, Except ye turn,andbecome 
as  l i t t l e  chi ldren,  ye s h a l l  i n  no wise 
en te r  i n t o  t h e  kingdom ofheaven.Whos0- 
ever therefore  s h a l l  humble himself as  
t h i s  l i t t l e  ch i ld ,  the  same i s  the  great-  
e s t  i n  ' t h e  kingdom of heaven.' (Matt.18: 
2-4.) I f  some modern *evangel i s t s1  had 
been present when Jesus s a id th i s ,wou ld  
they have sa id ,  'Now, Lord you a r e  put- 
t i ng  emphasis on your kingdomor church. 
Instead of t a lk ing  about t h e g r e a t e s t  i n  
t he  kingdom of heaven o r  t he  church it 
seems you Should t a l k  about t h e g r e a t e s t  
of those who serve you.' Jesus fur ther  
emphasized t h e  meaning o f t r u e g r e a t n e s s  
by saying t h a t  those who would be g rea t  
i n  h i s  church would be those who would 
serve others  i n  the  church. (Matt.20:21- 
26.) This i s  t r u e  because serving i n  t he  
church i s  equivalent t o  serving Chr i s t ,  
and onecannot t a l k  about serving Chris t  
without t a lk ing  about thechurchor  king- 
d o m . A l l t h e t a l k a b o u t e m p h a s i z i n g C h r i s t  
ins tead of the  church seems t o  be based 
on ignorance of t h e  Scriptures! Jus tbe-  
cause one may emphasize the church does 
not imply he disregards Christ .  Chris t  
emphasized t h e  church when he died on 
Calvary f o r  it! (Eph.5:25; Acts 20:28.) 

"3. Jesus emphasized the  church o r  
kinqdom when he ta lked t o  Nicodemus. He 
s a i d  t o  him, 'Veri ly ,  v e r i l y ,  I say un- 
t o  thee.  Except one beborn anew,hecan- 
not s ee ' t he  Gingdorn of God. ~icodemus 
s a i t h  unto him, How can a man be born 
when he i s  old? can he en te r  a second 
time i n t o  h i s  mother'swomb, andbeborn? 
Jesus answered, Verily, v e r i l y ,  I say 
unto thee,  Except one be born of water 
and the  S p i r i t ,  he cannot en te r  i n t o  t he  
kingdom of God.' (John 3:3-5) 

"If some modern 'evangel is ts '  had 
been present when Jesus spoketoNicode- 
mus, would they havesaid,  'NowLord,you 
a r e  put t ing too much emphasis on your 
church o r  kingdom. You should put t h e  
emphasis on enteringyou, notyour church' 
O r  would such modern 'evangel is ts '  have 
sa id  t h a t  more emphasis should be given 
t o  'experiencing the  new b i r t h  so  a s  t o  
t r u l y  have an experience withJesus ,  and 
t o  ge t  t o  r e a l l y  know Jesus '?  There i s  
nothing wrong with using such terminnl- 
ogy a s  'knowing Jesus , '  ne i the r  i s  it 
wrong t o  t a l k  about enter ing the  king- 
dom of God, and h4coming a memberofthe 

body of C h r i s t  whichis  h i s  church! (Col. 
1:18,24; 3:15; Eph.l:22,23.) 

"4. Jesus emphasized h i s  church o r  
kinadom when he i n s t i t u t e d  the  Lord's 
supper. He s a i d  of t h e f r u i t  o f t h e v i n e ,  
'1 s h a l l  not drink henceforth of t h i s  
f r u i t  of t h e  vine,  u n t i l  t h a t  day when 
I drink it new with you i n  my Father ' s  
kingdom.' (Matt.26:29.) B. C. Goodpast- 
ure  has ca l led  our a t t en t ion  t o  an im- 
portant  matter concerning t h i s  passage. 
IThat day' of t h i s  verse  i s  t h e  same a s  
t he  time of t h e  coming of thekingdomof 
God as  s t a t e d  i n  Luke 22:18,whichsays, 
'For I say unto you, I s h a l l  not  drink 
from henceforth of the  f r u i t  o f t h e v i n e ,  
u n t i l  t he  kingdom of God s h a l l  come.' 
The church o r  kingdom came on t h e  Pent- 
ecost  following t h e  resur rec t ion  of Je- 
sus (Acts 2 1 ,  and Pentecost was on the  
f i r s t  day of t h e  week. Jesus drank the  
f r u i t  of t he  f i n e  'new,' o r  i n  anewman- 
ner with h i s  d i sc ip l e s  on t h e  f i r s t  day 
of t he  week when the  church was estab- 
l ished.  It i s  no su rp r i s e the re fo re  t h a t  
Luke says t h e  d i sc ip l e s  came togetheron 
the  f i r s t  day of t h e  week t o  break bread. 
(Acts 20:7.) The manner was new because 
Jesus was with h i s  d i sc ip l e s  i n  s p i r i t  
and not i n  person when hed rank the  f r u i t  
of t he  v ine  with them i n  t he  kingdom o r  
church. 

"'And I appoint unto youakingdom, 
even a s  my Father appointeduntome, t h a t  
you may e a t  and drink a t  my t ab l e  i n  my 
kingdom.' (Luke 22:29,30.) The Lord's 
t a b l e  i s  i n  h i s  church. ( I  Cor.10:16,21; 
11:19-21) But Jesus s a id  h i s  t a b l e i s  i n  
t h e  kingdom. This proves the church i s  
t h e  kingdom. 

"One cannot emphasize Chris t  with- 
out emphasizing t h e  Lord's supper and 
what it means t o  t he  Christ ian.  Neither 
can one emphasizetheLordls supperwith- 
out  emphasizing t h e  church. 

"What some brethren a r e  attempting 
t o  do i n  'moving from emphasis on the  
church toward emphasis on Chris t  is what 
t h e  denominationalworldhasbeenattemp- 
t i n g  t o  do a l l  along. That is why they 
say you do not  have t o  be i n  t he  church 
t o  be saved! Brethren who a r e  saying we 
have emphasized the  church instead of 
Chris t  a r e  f igh t ing  a 'straw man.' We 
have not over-emphasized the  church b 
teaching what t h e  Bible teaches abou s 
t h e  church. We emphasize Chris t  When we 
emphasize what he taught about h i s  
church. " ----- 

One s t e p  a t  a time--slowly, slowly 
--God i s  now bless ing us t o  be ab l e  t o  
overcome these perpetra tors  o f e r r o r  and 
t o  put a s top  t o  the i r inveyings  against  
t h e  t r u t h  and the  church. Perhaps it i s  



not any s ing le  act ion being taken which 
i s  having t h i s  effect--but t he  combined 
e f f e c t  of many actions.  Certainly,  with 
regard t o  "Go" having ---and "Campus 
~ v a n g e l i s m ~ ~ ~ e r r o n e o u s l ~  so-called) go- 
ing w i t h  it, t h e  two foregoing a r t i c l e s  
by brethren James D. Bales and Basil O- 
verton, which or ig ina l ly  appeared i n  the  
G o s ~ e l  Advocate f o r  February 19 and 26, 
197b, respectively,  had a tkemendous -- 
possibly a decisive-- impact upon an a- 
wakening brotherhood. 

In  order of sequence, here l e t  me 
l i s t  some of t he  e f f ec t s  of t h e  defense 
of t he  gospel i n t h i s  b a t t l e a g a i n s t l i b -  
eralism so f a r :  

1. Robert B. Howard nolongeroccu- 
pies  t he  pu lp i t  a t  Hamden, Connecticut, 
but i s  se l l i nq  hearing aids  i n  Nash- 
v i l l e .  ~ennessee .  He could use a set! 

2. Georqe Howard no longer i s  und- 
ermining the  f a i t h  of students a t  Lips- 
comb College. God only knows jus t  what 
he may be teaching a t  t e University of 
Georgia, a t  Athens, Georgia! 

3 .  Abe Malherbe no longer is mak- 
ing uncertain sounds a t  Abilene Christ-  
ian College; though what he may be say- 
ing a t  Dartmouth i s  anybody's guess! 

4. Gary Freeman reputedly no long- 
e r  is preaching--though he continues t o  
polute the  a i r  of t he  brotherhoodwitha 
l i t t l e  excrement, e n t i t l e d ,  "It Happen- 
ed on t h e  Way t o  Heavenr'--another infa- 
mous at tack on t h e  church he claims t o  
love but ac tua l ly  despises. My suggest- 
ed t i t l e  f o r  h i s  next journa l i s t ic  for- 
ay would be: "AM I S I T T I N G  AROUND MORE 
AND PREACHING LESS?" My prediction: More 
and more we a r e  going t o  behea r ing le s s  
and l e s s  out  of Gary Freeman. 

5. The "Hardinq Nine" no longer a r e  
being heard from--at Harding; though f o r  
some inexplicable r easonf iveo f themare  
ensconced on the  Pepperdine campus. The 
brotherhood s t i l l  i s  t ry ing  t o  f i g u r e o u t  
how come Dean J. P. Sanders was accord- 
ed a "leave of absence" f o r  t h ree  years 
a t  Columbia Chris t ian College, whiie a t  
t he  same time "Dr." James L. A t t e b e r q ,  
who led  t h e  rebe l l ion  a t  Harding, toge- 
ther with four of h i s  fellow-heretics 
from Harding, continue o n a t  Pepperdine. 
~ o o k s  l i k e  i f  anyone was going-to ge t  a 
leave of absence from Pepperdine, ce r t -  
a inly these f i v e  f a l se t eache r s  should-- 
permanently! 

6. And now not only have so-called 
"Campus Evanqelism" and-"= gone -- but 
J i m  Bevis, Charles Shelton and Dudley 

have been benched. Fromtheirswan 
song they sang as  a t r i o  in  t h e i r  f i n a l  

i s sue  of "W," I ge t  the impress iontha t  
these young here t ics  s t i l l  have not re- 
pented. For t h i s  reason, brethren, t h a t  
they not succeed in  going underground-- 
possibly coming out l a t e r  under somenew 
aegis--I recommend t h a t  w e  a l l  f i x  eyes 
upon them and avoidthemlike the  plaque 
of f a l s e  teachers thev r e a l l y  are. Just  
l i k e  Romans 16:17-18 says! A s  Bales put 
it in  a let ter  t o  ~ h e l t o n ,  under da t eo f  
April  27, 1970, "...It i s  extremely sad 
t h a t ,  f o r  whatever reason, a t l e a s t  some 
of you brethren did not  conduct CE in 
such a w G  a s  tomer i t thecont inuedsup-  
oort  of brethren.Whenreflectinson such -- 
matters it is w e l l f o r u s  all tore-exam- 

THE END OF THE BATTLE IS NOT YET:LETUS 
BUCKLE ON OUR ARMOR ANLW AS I T  DEVELOPS 

It w i l l  be easy--now t h a t  CEandW 
a r e  no longer with us--to conclude tha t  
t h e  b a t t l e  i s  done and the  victory won, 
and t h a t  we can now a l l  r e l a x  and enjoy 
ourselves. Not so. In  f a c t ,  we have on- 
l y  j u s t  bequn t o  fight! The heavy pa r t  
of the s t ruggle  i s  y e t  before us. 

Instance: Although GeorgeHowardno 
longer teaches a t  Lipscomb, John McRay, 
h i s  bosom buddy, does--and John i s  jus t  
a s  f a l s e  a teacher a s  George ever dared 
be: Certain brethren who know t h a t  sis- - ~~ 

t e r  Rice and I have th ree  of our chi ld-  
ren r i q h t  now schooling a t L i p s c o m b m  
School and Grade School haveinquiredas 
t o  how we can be for the oneandaqainst  
t h e  other .  The answer i s  simple. We a r e  

er se. We a r e  a- not  against  Lipscomb, p __ 
gains t  f a l s e  teachers belng allowed t o  
remain on the  Lipscomb facul ty  and thus 
continue t o  corrupt  Christianyounqpeo- 
ple. A s  f a r  a s  we-know, ~ i ~ s c o m b ' ' ~  
School and Grade Schoolemploy f a i t h f u l ,  
Chris t ian teachers--&! It i s  not  un- 
til you ge t  t o  colleqe-level a t  Lips- 
comb t h a t  you have t o  watch out f o r  un- 
sound teachers! Not t h a t  all of them-- 
o r  even & of them--are unsound. 
of them a r e  just  a s  sound a s  any reader 
of t h i s  Newsletter: But, a s  we have had 
ample reason t o  learn  by our experience 
with Lipscomb Colleqe, it t a k e s j u s t o n e  
f a l s e  teacher t o  destrov t h e  f a i t h  of a 
student. Manyastudent's f a i t h  has suf- 
fered injury a t  t he  hands ofbothbre th-  
ren McRay a s  well a s  Howard. Howard now 
has been gone almost two years;howlonq 
i s  John McRav t o  be allowed t o  continue 
s o r r u ~ t i n a  the  f a i t h  of students on the  
LiDscomb camwus? O r  t o  be ( ra -  
t h e r  than "marked" and "avoided") as  an 
Alumnus speaker a t  Hardinq Graduate 
School's Alumni Lectureship? O r  invi ted 
t o  appear on Madison's "Know Your Bible" 
TV program? ( I f  he knew his well enough 
fo r  w, he would not  be continuing t o  
give fo r th  an uncertain s o u )  



Ins t ance :  I happen t o  - that  t h e  
admin i s t r a t ion  a t  A b i l e n e C h r i s t i a n C o l -  - - 

\ 
l eqe  was fore-warned i n  p l e n t y  o f  t ime 
t o - g e t  another  speaker  t h a t  Roy Osborne 
has caused " d i v i s i o n s  and of fences  con- 
t r a r y  t o  t h e  d o c t r i n e "  i n  andaround t h e  
San Francisco  Bay Area, where he now i s  
"marked" and "avoided" by most preachers  
and e lderswhoknowhimbest .  Thev should! - ~ 

They a r e  t h e  ones who have had- to  pu t  Up 
with h i s  d o c t r i n a l  shenanigans over  t h e  
pas t  few years!  

Well,  d i d  ACC g e t  another  speaker? 
Not so  you could t e l l  it! When Lecture-  
s h i p  t ime r o l l e d  around, t h e r e - - b i g  a s  
l i f e - - w a s  Rov Osborne! Not only was he  
no t  r e p l a c e d , - b u t ,  adding i n s u l t  t o  in -  
ju ry ,  he was a c t u a l l y  f e a t u r e d a s  almost 
no 2 the r  speaker! A s  long a s  t h e  
h e r e t i c ,  f a l s e  t e a c h e r  and d i v i d e r  of 
churches on our  West Coast can even qet 
on t h e  program (much l e s s  be a f e a t u r e d  - 
speaker )  a t  ACC Lectureship ,  t h e  end of 
t h e  b a t t l e  i s  n o t  y e t .  

(NOTE: There i s  much, much more a t  
Abilene t h a t  needs t h e  c a r e f u l  a t t e n -  
t i o n  of t h e  brotherhood--and,Lordwill- 
i n g ,  I plan  t o  h e l p  g i v e  i t  t h a t  a t t e n -  
t i o n  through t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r ,  a s  soon a s  
I have t h a t  much space t o  s p a r e  a l l  a t  
one time. The l a t e s t  o f f e n c e ,  o f a l a r g e  
and growing number of o f f e n c e s ,  i s  t h a t  
whereas Garv Freeman's,  R. B. SweetCa's 
and p r a c t i c a l l y  a and & o t h e r  false 
t e a c h e r s '  w r i t i n g s  among u s a r e d i s p l a y -  
ed and s o l d  f r e e l y  a t  t h e  ACC S tuden t s '  
Exchanqe, "A)(g ON THE ~ ~ ~ ~ r - a l l  t h r e e  
volumes -- nowha?-e EijeSn-6Sfined: How do I 
know t h i s ?  Andrew Connally, of Spring- 
town, Texas, dropped by t h e r e ,  sometime 
along i n  A p r i l ,  and t r i e d  t o  buy a copy 
of Axe on t h e  Root, Volume 111. Whoever 
waited on him was very  a p o l o g e t i c ,  say-  
ing  t h a t  t h e  ACC S tuden t s '  Exchange "= 
lonqer  c a r r i e s "  any o f  b ro the r  R i c e ' s  
Axe on t h e  Root books. "You should ,"  he  
rep]-ied. "Oh, I aaree with what b r o t h e r  
Rice is saying i n  those  books,"  t h e  one 
wai t ing  on b r o t h e r  Connally dec lared .  
"But I am not  t h e  one who makes thepo l -  
c i e s . "  The salesman t o l d  him t h a t  j u s t  
l o t s  of c a l l s  come i n  t o  t h e  Exchange 
f o r  Axe on t h e  Root; b u t  t h a t  they  have 
been i n s t r u c t e d  no lonqer  t o  s tock  it!! 
A i r E t  that sumpm! Er ro r  can be so ld - -a l l  
over  t h e  s t o r e ;  bu t  t r u t h  i s  denied ev- 
en t h e  chance o f  reply--and t h a t  a t  ACC 
--supposedly a C h r i s t i a n  col lege!  Truly 
t h e  end of t h e  b a t t l e  i s  no t  y e t ,  i f  ACC 
now bans t r u t h  i n  f avor  o f  e r r o r - -  and 
t h a t  a s  a m a t t e r  of school  pol icy!  Thou - 
t h a t  p reaches t  "academic freedom," d o s t  
thou p r a c t i c e  i o u r n a l i s t i c  censorship??  
So f a r ,  t h e r e  have been no "demonstra- 
t i o n s "  on t h e  ACC campus. But once s t u -  
den t s  t h e r e  come t o  know t h a t  AXEONTHE 
ROOT has been banned a t  ACC a s  a ma t t e r  
of school  o o l i c v .  who knows what miaht 

happen! I would be  opposed t o  v i o l e n c e  
of any s o r t ,  of course.  I might no t  be 
opposed t o  a mass walk-out ofsomekind.  . . 
A s  some of you know,, my own unc le ,  John 
M. Rice,  was one of t h e  o r i g i n a l  found- 
e r s  of Abilene C h r i s t i a n  College. On an - 
impulse,  I stopped by t o  v i s i t  wi th  h i s  
son, cous in  Marion P. Rice ,  who went t o  
ACC himself  and s t i l l  l i v e s  i n  Abilene! 
"Does ACC s t i l l  s t a n d  f o r  whatUncle John 
s tood for?"  I asked him. "What a r e  you 
t a l k i n g  about!" he  exclaimed. I t w a s  ev- 
i d e n t  from t h e  tone  of h i s  v o i c e  t h a t  
&, f o r  one,  d i d  not  th ink  so. Neither  
do I! I h a v e n ' t  f o r  a very  long t ime.)  

It i s  going t o  t a k e  more than cen- 
s o r s h i p  a t  ACC Student  Exchange t o  s t o p  
t h i s  brotherhood--students  included--in 
f i n d i n g  o u t  what i s  going on among us-- 
a s  c a r e f u l l y  documented i n  "Axe on t h e  
m," Volumes I, I1 an2 111. Of almost 
7,000 cop ies  of Volume I ,  almost 4,000 
cop ies  of Volume 11, and wellover1,ZOO 
cop ies  of Volume I11 (new of f  t h e  p r e s s )  
t h a t  a l r eadv  have been s o l d .  I e s t i m a t e  
t h a t  a t  l e a s t  h a l f  of t h e s e  .have been 
bought by e i t h e r  e l d e r s  o r  preachers  i n  
a l l  p a r t s  of thebrotherhood-tgreat nun- 
be r s  of whom have botheredthemselves  t o  
express  t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  sounding 
o u t  t h e  warning whi l e  t h e r e  i s  time y e t  
t o  do something toward warding o f f  t h i s  
growing apostasy.  It may be  t o o l a t e a l -  
ready t o  ward it off  a t  ACC. I ' m  n o t  a t  
a l l  s u r e  j u s t  what may be salvageable--  
i n  l i g h t  of t h i s  new p o l i c y  d e c l a r a t i o n  
--on t h a t  campus. Growing d i s a f f e c t i o n ,  
both f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  movement, pe r  
se, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  t r u t h  of t h e  gospe l ,  
a s  it i s  i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s ,  has been ev i -  
den t  from s e v e r a l  on t h e  f a c u l t y  t h e r e  
f o r  q u i t e  a long time. However, i t c e r t -  
a i n l y  i s  n o t  t o o  l a t e  f o r b r e t h r e n w h o s e  
eyes a r e  now open, such a s  these- -  

ALABAMA 

Charles  London, 100 Brooks S t r e e t ,  
Brewton, Alabama, November 6 ,  1967: "I 
have r ead  Axe on t h e  Root--VolumesIand 
11. I am thankful  f o r  men l i k e  vou who 
have t h e  courage t o  speak ou t  a g a i n s t  
Libera l i sm w i t h i n t h e c h u r c h .  Some prea-  
che r s  a r e t r y i n g t o m a k e t h e L o r d 1 s  church 
a denomination. A s  you p o i n t  o u t i n y o u r  
books, o n e o f t h e  g r e a t e s t  d a n g e r s i s t h e  
m a t e r i a l  used inBib1ec las ses .Somebre -  
t h r e n  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  s e l l  any typz  of 
o u t l i n e s  f o r  use  i n  t h e  classroom i f  
they  can make a d o l l a r .  .A s e r i e s  of 
l e s s o n s  has been presented  i n  Brewton 
i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e s e  problems...Among 
t h e  L i b e r a l  element wi th in  t h e  church,  
w e  f i n d  those  who even b r ing  i n t o  t h e  
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fe l lowship  of t h e  church those  who have 
not  obeyed t h e  Gospel and say ,  'we w i l l  
t a k e  them i n  and t each  t h e m l a t e r . '  Many 
of our b re th ren  wink a t  moral s i n s  and 
some preachers  r e f u s e  t o  speak o u t a -  
g a i n s t  d r i n k i n g ,  a d u l t e r y a n d  o t h e r  s i n -  
f u l  p r a c t i c e s  ... May God he lp  y o u i n y o u r  
f i g h t  f o r  r i g h t .  I n  our  areamany r e l i g -  
ious  people a r e  p resen t ing  f a l s e  doc- 
t r i n e  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  
A s  you know, t h i s  i s  a l r eady  a problem 
i n  t h e  church..." 

David Sa in ,  m i n i s t e r ,  1503 Chapman, 
Hun t sv i l l e .  Ala. 35811. March 30, 1970: 
"congra tu la t ions  on another  sp lend id  book ... I am behind you, a n d I a m  doing a l l  I 
can t o  stem t h e  t i d e  of l i b e r a l i s m  i n  
t h i s  a rea .  God be with you!..." 

John Robertson, m i n i s t e r ,  9oute  1, 
Joppa. Ala. 25087,. A p r i l  9 ,  1970:"Thank 

L L  . 
you very  much. I know t h i s  volume w i l l  
be very  benef ic ia l . . . "  

ARKANSAS 

Ted Kniqht,  m i n i s t e r ,  Levy Church 
of C h r i s t .  5124Camp RobinsonRoad. North 
L i t t l e  ~ o c k ,  ~ r k a n s k s  , November 22 ; 1967 : 
"Dear Bro. Rice: I have j u s t  f i n i s h e d  
reading both volumes of your book 'AXE 
ON THE ROOT.' I have thoroughly enjoyed 
both o f  them because of t h e  g r e a t  need 
t h a t  e x i s t s  f o r  them. I can s e e  t h i s  
book i s  going t o  h e l p  des t roy  it and t h e  
sooner t h e  b e t t e r .  Our e l d e r s  each have 
a copy of t h e  f i r s t  volume and have or -  
dered copies  f o r  our  membership. Thanks 
t o  you f o r  w r i t i n g  it..." 

HerbertV. P ierce ,905 Cherry S t r e e t ,  
Pine B lu f f ,  Arkansas 71601, November 1, 
1968: 'Dear Bro. Rice,  I have j u s t  com- 
p l e t e d  reading Axe on t h e  Root, Vol.11, 
i n  one s i t t i n g . I t  i s  t h e  b e s t  book I 
have eve r  read  concerning t h i s  problem. 
Please  f i n d  enclosed check f o r  f i v e  ( 5 )  
copies  of Axe on t h e  Root, Vol. I I . I a m  
buying t h e s e  f o r  o u r . e l d e r s  a t  40th  and 
HazelhereinPineBluff,ArkanSas...Keep 
up your good work..." 

James L.Nea1, e l d e r ,  SouthThompson 
Church of C h r i s t ,  Spr ingdale ,  Arkansas, 
J u l y  28, 1969: 'Yourprompt r e p l y  o f  J u l y  
1 8  i n  r e g a r d t o  'AXE ON THE ROOT' i s h e r e  
and apprec ia ted .  Thank you!...For t h e  
p resen t  p l ease  b i l l  ou t  by mail  t o  us  
twelve copies  of Volume I of ' A x e o n t h e  
Root.'...We a p p r e c i a t e  what you a r e  do- 
ing t o  s p r e a d t h e b o r d e r s  of Zion and t o  
p r o t e c t  t h e  l o c a l  autonomy and p u r i t y  of 
t h e l o r d ' s  blood-bought church (Acts 20: 
28-30)!...Thechurchmust.beonher ' t o e s '  
f o r  t h e  nex t  decade t o  keepfrombeing 
swallowed up i n  technology and ' b r a i n -  
s torm'  explos ions  ( I s a . 6 : 1 6 ;  I Tim.4:l- 
3 ;  2  Tim.4:l-4)!..." 

Bob & ArleenHoward, Box1216, Hard- 
i n g  Col lege ,  Searcy,  Ark., 72143, March 
12.  1970: "Dear b r o t h e r  Rice. I sooke t o  - - . -~ ~ 

- ~ 

you a t  t h e  1969 Freed-Hardeman Lecture- 
s h i p  concerning Volume111 of 'Axeon t h e  
Root.' Iment ioned a t  t h a t  t ime a d e s i r e  
t o  h e l p  def ray  t h e  c o s t s o f t h e  publica-  
t i o n .  It appears  t h a t  f i n a l l y  w e w i l l  be 
a b l e  t o  s e n d a  l i t t l e  money f o r t h a t  pur- 
pose. You may use  t h i s i n a n y w a y  you s e e  
fit  wi th  regard  t o  your book...My wi fe  
and I deeply a p p r e c i a t e t h e w o r k  you a r e  
doing and t h e  work you have done. Our 
prayer  i s  t h a t  God w i l l  cont inue  t o  u s e  
you i n  h i s  s e r v i c e  and t h a t  youmay never 
f a i l  t o  proclaim h i s  d i v i n e  t r u t h s .  ($30 
enclosed. It r e a l l y  helped! I Y R J r . )  

B i l l  Graddy, m i n i s t e r  a t  S i x t h & & -  
o l e  S t r e e t s .  North L i t t l e  Rock. Arkan- , - 

'sas 72114, ~ ~ r i l  5 ,  1970: ' D e a r I r a ,  J u s t  
rece ived and read  'AXE ONTHE ROOT', Vol. 
3...After Vols. 1 & 2 came o u t ,  someone 
made a s a r c a s t i c  remark about  them--and 
I s a i d ,  no one has  sued you y e t ,  t he re -  
f o r e  I thought  y o u w e r e r i g h t !  And s o w i t h  
t h i s .  I th ink  it w i l l  h e l p  s e t t l e  t h e  
movementorhelp i d e n t i f y  it. Of course ,  
I hope it w i l l  h e l p  s e t t l e  i t ,  bu t  I am 
a f r a i d  it has gone t o o  f a r ,  s o  maybe it 
w i l l  i d e n t i f y  it a n d t h e q u i c k e r  t h e  be t -  
t e r . . . I h o p e t h e s a l e  o f t h e b o o k  i s  g r e a t  
a n d t r u s t  t h a t n o o n e w i l l  sue  you. A good 
job!..." 

ARIZONA 

Dale I. Royal, m i n i s t e r ,  C l i f t o n ,  
Arizona 85533. Auaust 30. 1967: "Recei- 
ved and read h i t h 2 i n t e r e s t  your bookiet  
Axe on t h e  Root. Enclosed i s  a c h e c k f o r  
t h r e e  d o l l a r s .  P lease  send t h r e e  more. 
Thought Iwould  l e t  you know t h a t  I ran  
intomuchofthesamephilosophywhile l a -  
b o r i n g w i t h t h e c h u r c h i n  Hawthorne, Cal- 
i f o r n i a .  I f  you n e e d o r  can use  names and 
p laces  l e t  me know...Thewife1s f o l k s  (he 
i s  Charles  S. Roberts ,  one o f  t h e  e l d e r s  
a t  Lansing,  Michigan, whomIbel ieve  you 
know) were o u t  t o  v i s i t  us  i n  Ju ly  arid w e  
were u n l o a d i n g t o t h e m s o t h e y  t o l d  us a- 
bout your book...The f o l k s  promised t o  
s e n d u s  copies  when they r e t u r n e d t o L a n -  
sing--whichthey d id .  W e  s t i l l  have con- 
t a c t s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  and w i l l  t r y  t o  p l a c e  
some c o p i e s o f t h e  book where they  might 
do somegood ... P l e a s e p u t  us  onyour  news- 
l e t t e r  mai l ing  l i s t !  Thanks..." 

Don P i q q o t t ,  Sedona, Arizona,  Nov- 
ember 1 8 ,  1967: "I have j u s t  complet- 
ed r ead ing  Axe...Vo.II and w i l l  s t a r t  on 
Axe...Vo. I immediately. Such an e f f o r t  
a s  you have made i s  v i t a l  i n  a l e r t i n g  
thosewhomight  o therwise  s t r a y  from t h e  
borders  o f t h e  B ib le  and t o  defang those  
who poison de l ibera te ly . . .Af ter  I f i n i s h  
Axe...Vol. I, I p lan  t o  o rde r  some cop- 
i e s o f y o u r  books f o r  my f r i e n d s '  e d i f i -  
ca t ion . .  . " -~ 



Wayne Jackson, e v a n g e l i s t  f o r  t h e  
East  Main congregation,  Stockton,  C a l i f -  
o r n i a ,  August 28, 1967: "I received AXE 
ON THE ROOT, Vol. 11, t h i s  week and i m -  
mediately devoured it. Again you have 
de l ive redamigh tyb low a n d I t h i n k  proba- 
b l y s t i r r e d u p a  h o r n e t ' s  nes t .  I s t r o n g l y  
f e e l ,  however, t h a t  t h i s  i s  exac t lywha t  
i s  needed; t h e  sooner t h i s  t h i n g g e t s  i n  
t h e  open and co lo r s  a r e  shown, t h e b e t t e r  
f o r  t h e  Cause of t h e  Lord. I thank God 
f o r  your courage. Therea re  p l e n t y i n t h e  
brotherhood who a r e w i l l i n g  t o s t a n d b a c k  
and say ' s i c ' e m ,  I r a , '  but  f a r  too  few 
w i l l  r o l l  up t h e i r  s l eeves  and t ake  on 
such an unpleasant  task .  I f e e l  tha tmore  
w i l l  t a k e  courage by your example. 

"I heard Gary Freeman speak t h i s  p a s t  
Aur i l  and confess he i s  t h e  w i l d e s t  of .--- ~ 

t h e  i d i o - l e c t u a l s  t h a t 1  have encounter- 
ed a s  ye t .  H e  was hosted by 
(of  Great Preachers of Today 
i n  my opinion,  could s t a n d s o m e i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion  himself .  There i s  a  b r i s k  breeze  
blowing i n  from t h e  Bay and t h e  s c e n t s  
thereupon a r e  reveal ing .  There a r e  sev- 
e r a l  s t rong  voices  i n  t h e  a r e a  though, 
who do no t  in tend  t o  l e t  t h e s e  th ings  
pass unnoticed...Would you p l e a s e p u t m e  
o n t h e m a i l i n g  l i s t  f o r y o u r  newsletter..: '  

Donald W. Hinds, m i n i s t e r ,  Downtown 
congregation,  SanFranc i sco ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
September9, 1967:"Enclosedyouwil l  f i n d  
my check f o r  t h e  f i r s t  10  copies  of AXE ON 
THE ROOT,  Vol.11. They havea l readygone  
l i k e  hotcakes a n d I w i s h I h a d  had 50 cop- 
i e s  wi th  me on Mondayand T u e s d a y o f t h i s  
weekwhile a t t e n d i n g  t h e  p reachers , e lde r s  
a n d o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  peop le ' s  meeting a t  
Oakhurst,  C a l i f . ,  Yosemite B ib le  Camp... 
Didn ' t  know I was going u n t i l  ' t h e  l a s t  
minute'  and t h e r e f o r e  was no t  prepared f o r  
i t . . .Brother  Fov Wallace was t h e  main 
speaker engagedonsuch sub jec t s  a s  'Lib- 
e r t y  i n  C h r i s t ,  Theperve r t ing  Versions,  
The Holy S p i r i t  and Ins t rumenta l  Music 
i n  Worship...I f i n i s h e d  reading Vol. 2 
of AXE ON THE ROOT,  w i th in  a few hours 
a f t e r  r ece iv ing  it. It i s  twice  a s  b ig  
and twice as b e n e f i c i a l  a s  Vol. 1 , a n d I  
anxiously awai t  V o l . . I I I .  You a r e  bound 
t o  do untold  good wi th  t h e s e e x p o s a l s  of 
t h e  l i b e r a l  t r e n d  t h a t  has i t s  f o o t  i n  
our door..." 

(NOTE: A t  l e a s t  one person I heard 
from i n  C a l i f o r n i a  about t h a t  t ime,  was 
no t  i n  accord w i t h  t h e  rest--- U- 
w, of t h e  San Leandro congregation-- 
where Roy Osborne preaches. Writ ing un- 
de r  d a t e  September 20, 1967, he  explod- 
ed: "Bro. Rice! I have never read  any- 
thing--ever--as a r rogan t  and unchar i ta -  
b l e  a s  Axe on t h e  Root! Shame on you... 
From reading what you w r i t e ,  I p r a y t h a t  
men with mouths l i k e  yours w i l l b e  stop- 
ped, bu t  t h a t  you be saved i n  s p i t e  of 
t h e  harm you do..." - Harm? I s a i a h  5:20-- 
"w unto them t h a t  c a l l  e v i l  qood, and 

qood e v i l ;  t h a t  put  darkness f o r  l i q h t ,  
and l i q h t  f o r  darkness ;  t h a t  put  b i t t e r  
f o r  sweet,  and sweet f o r  b i t t e r ! " )  

ERROR IS  ON THE MARCH AMONG CHURCHES OF 
CHRIST; WHAT CAN BE DONE ABOUT I T  NOW? 

Brethren ,  we a r e  l i v i n g  i n  a  t ime,  
when q r e a t  numbers of those  amonqus who 
--to be i t s  f r i e n d s  a r e  doing a l l  i n  
t h e i r  power t o  des t roy  t h e  t r u t h  of the  
qospel  a n d t h e c h u r c h t h a t i s b u i l t t h e r e -  
on. L i t t l e  aood can come from s tandinq .~~~ - .-- - 
around, wringing our hands and asking 
someone t o  "say it i s n ' t  so!" It & s o ;  
and those  preachers and e l d e r s  among us 
a r e n ' t  he lp ing anywhopretend otherwise,  
a l l  t h e  evidence t o  t h e  con t ra ry ,  not-  
withstanding.  The churches ofch;is t  a r e  
i n  trouble--= t roub le .  The ques t ion  i s  
WHAT ARE WE C%TNG TO 00 ABOUT IT? 

Nothing s h o r t  of an a l l - o u t  e f f o r t  
t o  i n d o c t r i n a t e  our ent i remembershipa-  
a a i n s t  Liberal ism s t a n d s m u c h o f a c h a n c e  
t o  stem t h e  t i d e  toward t h i s  wholesale 
apostasy.  Our s c h o o l s c o u l d h e l p , i f t h e y  
U d ;  and some of them=--notablythe - 
bre th ren  a t  Freed-Hardeman Colleqe;  a t  
Hardinq Colleqe;  a t  Alabama C h r i s t i a n  
Col leae ;  a t  York Col leae ;  and poss ib ly  
o t h e r s .  Lioscomb, Abileneand Pepperdlne 
- - a l l  three-basicaally areheaded toward 
t h e  aoos tasy ;  a l thouqh,  i n a l l  f a i r n e s s ,  
I must admit t h a t  some'of t h e  administ- 
r a t i o n  and f a c u l t y  on each of t h e s e  cam- 
puses a r e  doing what they can t o  rescue  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  t h e  t r u t h  i n  eachcase .  
Without d r a s t i c  measure;: taken by those  
i n  h iah  u laces  a t  each of t h e s e  schools  
a l l  t h r e e  of them w i l l  be l o s t  t o  t h e  
cause  of t r u t h ,  when t h e r i s i n a  auostasv > - - -  

becomes f u l l y  grown. No suchmeasures o; 
t h e  p a r t  of those  who cause  th inqs  t o  
happen on any of t h e s e  threecampuses a r e  
i n  evidence a t  t h i s  time. 

But t h e  schools  and t h e  church a r e  
n o t  t h e  same. And even i f  some o f o u r o -  
therwise  splendid  schools  e i t h e r  neg lec t  
o r  purpose no t  t o  h e l p ,  t h i s  should n o t  
i n  any wise  i n h i b i t  conqreqations and 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a l i k e  from doing a l l  i n  our 
power t o  c a l l  a h a l t o n t h e s e  depar tures .  
"AXE ON THE ROOT" books--ALL THREE VOL- 
=--should be ordered i n  q u a n t i t y  and 
c i r c u l a t e d  among t h e  members u n t i l  each 
one who i s  respons ib le  knows what it is 
t h a t  i s  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  very l i f e o f  t h e  
church--brotherhood-wide--at t h i s  time. 
~ t a n d i n q ~ o r d e r s  f o r  bundles (enough f o r  
a t  l e a s t  one copy per  fami ly)  should be 
placed f o r  "CONTENDING- FOR- THE -FAITHq' 
Newsletter.  I n  t h i s  way, no t  onlycanwe 
i n d o c t r i n a t e  each family ,  b u t  each a l s o  
can be brought up t o  d a t e  wi th  t h e  pro- 
a r e s s  of t h e  f i a h t  f o r  t r u t h e a c h i s s u e .  ~ ~ ~~ ~. 
Orders may be addressed t o  I r a   ice, 
J r . ,  950Greer l andDr ive ,Nashv i l l e ,  Ten- + 
$3 f o r  50; $5 f o r  1OOor a d d i t i o n a l  100s. 
We can b i l l  you monthly o r  quar t e r ly . )  



DOWNTOWN SAN FRANCISCO CHURCH OF CHRIST PRESENTS 

FOR ELDERS, DEACONS, PREACHERS, TEACHERS AND CONCERNED CHRISTIANS 

NOW THAT PAT BOONE IS GONE, 950 Greerland Drive 
WILL ROY OSBORNE BE FAR BEHIND? Nashvi l le ,  Tennessee 37204 
HOW LONG. 0 LORD, HOW LONG! (Telephone: 615/291-5703) 

Dear Brethren: June, 1970 / $1 Per Year 

How do vou l i k e  our new format? While s t a v i n a  in thehome - ~ ~- ~ -~ ~ -~ 2 - 
of bro ther  aAd s i s t e r  Kenneth Frankl in ,  during my 3-day l ec -  
t u re sh ip  on " l ibera l i sm",  May 24-26, 1970, before  t h e  Alpine 
H i l l s  cbngregation, where he-preaches,  i n ~ o b i l e ,  Alabama, it 
was my p leasure  t o  have bro ther  James D. Judd, o f t h e p l e a s a n t  
Valley Road congregation one morning as my guest .  

Brother Judd was most complimentary conce rn ing th i s  news- 
l e t t e r ;  however, h e  f e l t  t h a t  one o r  two th ings  needed t o  be 
done t o  g ive  it more genera l  appeal both a s  a teaching a i d  a s  
well as a let ter  of a l e r t i n g  among t h e  churches. We probably 
w i l l  cont inue t o  experiment wi th  it f o r  s e v e r a l  i s sues  i n  t h e  
next  few months; however, we be l i eve  t h a t  most w i l l  agree  t h e  
way it now looks i s  q u i t e  an improvement already! Comments and 
f u r t h e r  suggest ions a r e  inv i t ed .  

..*** 
Having repor ted  t h e  t imely demise of "Campus Evanqelism" 

i n  our April-May i s s u e ,  q u i t e  a number of  bre thren  w r o t e i n t o  
l e t  m e  know t h a t  Pa t  ~ o o n e ,  a f t e r  many, many months of g iv ing  
f o r t h  an "uncertain sound." f i n a l l v  has publ ic lv  c a s t  h i s  l o t  
wits those  who be l i eve  in'modern-day mirec les  and s ~ e a k i n q  i n  
tonques! Almost a b l i zza rd  of evidence had been b lowing inour  
e i r e c t i o n  f o r  over a yea r  t h a t  such was t h e  case. However, it 
was. f o r  t h e  most   art. second-hand information--and as lona 
a s  khere was t h e  b a r e s t  glimmer of hope, I ,  f o r  one,  f e l t  besf 
t o  withhold comment u n t i l  he himself had dec lared  h i s  own de- 
p a r t u r e  from t h e  f a i t h .  

Now t h e r e  can be no doubt. A l l  t h a t  you o r  I o r a n y o n e a t  
a l l  has t o  do t o  secu re  a copy of h i s  own publ ic  dec la ra t ion ,  
i s  t o  address a le t ter  (enc los ing  a q u a r t e r )  t o  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  
magazine c a l l e d  "TESTIMONY", 2420 San Gabriel  Blvd., Rcsemead, 
Ca l i fo rn ia  91770 and reques t  a copy of No. 30. They w i l l  send 
it t o  you by r e t u r n  m a i l .  Not only does t h e  maqazine f e a t u r e ,  
on Page One, a former gospel preacher ,  Ben J. Frankl in ,  claim- 
ing ,  "WE HAVE MIRACLES I N  OUR OWN CHURCH OF CHRIST!" and & 
Dennis, former min i s t e r  of t h e  Northside church of C h r i s t ,  of 
Santa Ana. Ca l i fo rn ia .  i n  an a r t i c l e  beainnina on Paae Eleven 
claiming t h e  baptism of t h e  H ~ Y  ~ ~ i r i t - a n d  t 6 e  a i f t - o f  anun-  
known languaqe!--but, from Pages Seven throu h Ten Pat Boone 2 presents  a t l r s t - p e r s o n  a r t i c l e  dec la r ing ,  " bout A Year= 



P a g e  2 

On My K n e e s ,  I Met Jesus A s  M y L o r d , A n d  
S o o n  A f t e r w a r d ,  S e e k i n g  A 1 1  T h a t G o d H a d  
F o r  Me,  I RECEIVED THE HOLY S P I R I T  AND 
TONGUES ! " 

Were it no t  f o r  t h e  fact  t h a t  u- 
timony p r o h i b i t s  such,  I w o u l d  p r o c e e d ,  
n o w ,  t o  r e p r o d u c e  P a t ' s  a r t i c l e i n  f u l l .  
H o w e v e r ,  i n s i d e  the  f r o n t  cover of t h i s  
magazine, it says, " A l l  r i g h t s  i n  t h i s  
p u b l i c a t i o n  are reserved throughout t h e  
w o r l d  a n d  m a y  no t  be r e p r o d u c e d  i n  any 
manner without  p e r m i s s i ~ n  i n  w r i t i n g ,  
e x c e p t  fo r  b r i e f q u o t a t i o n s w h i c h a r e  ac- 
companied by credit  t o  TESTIMONY." I a m  
u n w i l l i n g  t o  so loc i t  such p e r m i s s i o n  a t  
a l l ;  therefore,  I hereby l i m i t m y s e l f  as 
described above, and credit  TESTIMONYas  
t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b r i e f  quotat ions:  

" A f t e r  s tudying one evening w i t h  
G e o r g e  O t i s ,  i n  t h e  quiet of h i s  home, 
w e  agreed t o  ask Jesus t o  b a p t i z e  m e  i n  
H i s  S p i r i t  ( M a t t h e w  3 : l l ) .  A s  I b e g a n t o  
s p e a k s o f t l y ,  h e s i t an t l y ,  i n t h e n e w l a n g -  
uage t h a t  H e  w a s  giving m e ,  G e o r g e  sud- 
denly suggested t h a t  I s i n g  m y p r a i s e t o  
t h e  L o r d ,  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  of H i s H o l y S p i -  
rit. I i m m e d i a t e l y  yielded m y  voice and 
h e a r d m y s e l f s i n q i n q a t h r i l l i n a n e w  sonq. 
t h e  worhs and t h e  melody composed s p o i l  
taneously by G o d ' s  S o i r i t !  H o w c a n I o o s -  
s i b ly  describe the  jby of t h a t  hour?.." 

" A l l  I know i s  t h a t  I was p r a i s i n g  
G o d ,  lovinq G o d ,  thankinq God. and wor- 
shipping ~ o d ,  c o m p l e t e l y - f r e e ' o f  t h e  re- 
s t r i c t i o n s  a n d  l imi ta t ions  of my f i n i t e  
mind. I knew what I was f e e l i n q ;  and God 
knew w h a t  I was fee l ing ,  sowhatneedwas 
there t o  self-consciously s t r u g g l e t o  p u t  
m y  fee l ings  i n t o  E n g l i s h  words? T h e  Ho- 
l y  S p i r i t  was taking  care of t h e  vocal 
p a r t  of i t ,  jus t  as G o d p r o m i s e d H e w o u l d !  
( R o m a n s  8 : 2 6 ) . . . "  

W e l l ,  of course, as I p o i n t e d  o u t ,  
above, there was more t o  P a t ' s  a r t i c l e ;  
however, these two quotat ions make un- 
m i s t a k a b l y  clear tha t  ou r  beloved bro- 
t h e r  P a t  B o o n e  no longer  i s c o n t e n t w i t h  
w a l k i n g  i n  t h e  t r u t h ,  but  has gone o f f  
a f t e r  P e n t e c o s t a l i s m .  

Q u i t e  a number of 'Jrethren, since 
these three art icles a p p e a r e d  i n  M- 
mony, have had rather a l o t  t o  say con- 
c e r n i n g  them i n  various p u b l i c a t i o n s .  I 
wish t o  c a l l  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  j u s t  a t  
t h i s  p o i n t ,  t o  what brother P e r r y B . C o -  
tham wrote i n  t h e  G o s p e l  A d v o c a t e  under - 
date  May 28,  1970. It reads as follows: 

Brethren Receive the 
Holy Spirit (?) 

Perry 6. Cotham 
A copy of a magazine called Testimony has been 

malied to me by Ben F. Franklin, San Diego, Calif. 
The magazine (No. 30, Vol. VIII, No. 2, and sells for 

25t) is published by "The Great Commission Inter- 
national," whose editor is Thomas R. Nickel, 2420 San 
Gabriel Blvd., Rosemead, Calif. 91170. Assistant edi- 
tor is Ruth D. Nickel. 

The sad thing about this issue of Testimony is that 
it  contains three articles by members of the Lord's 
church who have accepted the doctrine of the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit, speaking in tongues and working 
miracles today. These articles, in order, are by Ben 
F. Franklin, Pat Boone and Dean Dennis. A few 
things from these articles should be of interest to 
members of the church. 

On the front cover of the magazine is a full page 
picture of "Christ's Center" church building, brother 
and sister Franklin standing in front of the building, 
and to the right hand corner is the sign "Church of 
Christ Meets Here" with the hours of the services. On 
page 1 it  says "concerning photograph on front cover," 
"It is one of the many great privileges that God has 
granted the Editors of Testimony to have a photo- 
graph of 'Church of Christ Ministers on the front 
cover, with the amazing testimony that accompanies 
it. Bill Torkelson took the photograph of Ben and 
Geneva Franklin. Ministers of Christ's Center Church 
of Christ. San Diego. California." At the top of 
Franklin's article, on page 1. are these words: ''We 
once offered a thousand dollars for a miracle: but 
since receiving the Holy Spirit. with tongues. WE 
HAVE MIRACLES IN OUR OWN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST!" After saying that in 1955 he  joined with 
other preachers and congregations in Santa Ana in 
placing an  ad in the daily newspaper "offering a thou- 
sand-dollar reward for a single proven modern da)- 
miraculous healing," he has now learned better. "I see 
now what I did not see then: that I and m)- brethren 
were blind to what the Bible actuall?- says about mi- 
raculous healing!" "I came to realize that there u.as 
no Scripture which stated that the miraculous n.ould 
cease when the original Apostles died or the Pien. Tes- 
tament was written!" "I became aware that all basic 
Christian doctrines were given to the Apostles with 
the intention of their being passed on to every suc- 
ceeding generation. ex-en the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit. with the accompanying manifestations, includ- 
ing speaking with other tongues:" "In February. 
1966. Geneva received the Holy Spirit. with the ac- 
companying evidence of speaking in tongues!" "The 
Lord gave Geneva a number of personal prophecies 
concerning our future, and these have come to pass 
with remarkable accuracy!" "I . . . am now pastoring 
Christ's Center Church of Christ in downtown San 
Diego." " . . . so the Holy Spirit. today, is moring in  
various groups. )-et not belonging exclusively to any 
of them!" 

StmiIar statements from the next article. begin- 
ning on page 7, are  by Pat  Boone. He is mentioned as  
a "Well-Known and Well-Loved Singer. Actor. Au- 
thor and Soeaker." At the too of the article are  these 
words: "About a year ago, on my knees. I met Jesus 
as  my Lord. and soon afterward. seeking all that Cod 
had for me. I RECEIVED TIlE HOLY SPIRIT AND 
TONGUES!'' On page 9 is a full-page picture of Pat. 
Shirley and the four daughters. They are mentioned 
as "Church of Christ members." In the article Pat 
says: "After studying one evening with George Otis. 
in the quiet of his home. we agreed to ask Jesus to 
baptize me  in his Spirit. (Matthew 3: 11.) As I 
began to speak softly. hesitantly, in the new language 
that he  was giving me. George suddenly suggested 
that I sing my praise to the Lord. with the help of his 
Holy Spirit. I immediately yielded my voice and 
heard myself singing a thrilling new song, the words 
and the melody composed spontaneously by Cod's 
Spint! . . . The Holy Spirit was taking care of the 
vocal part of it ,  just as  God promised he would! 
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(Rom. 8: 26.)" Another statement from Pat  reads: 
"Before receiving the Holy Spirit. a year might go by 
without our converting a single soul. Since then. 
scarcely a week goes by, and one week recently, there 
were five baptisms in our swimming pool in Beverly 
Hills!" At the close of this article is this statement: 
"Published by special permission of Creation House 
and Bible Voice. co-publishers of Pat  Baone's exciting 
new Christian biography. 'A New Song.' " 

On page 11 is the article by Dean Dennis. He is in- 
troduced as "Former Minister. Northside Church of 
Christ. Santa Ana. California." The top of the article 
reads as follows: "In my endeavor to set P a t  and Shir- 
ley Boone straight, my life and ministry were 
changed by the Holy Spirit FROM A DEAD FOR- 
MALITY TO A LIVING REALITY!" On page 13 are  
the pictures of Dean and Joyce Dennis. In  this arti- 
cle, Brother Dennis says "About midnight, after a 
long prayer service and Bible study, I asked the Lord 
to baptize me in the Holy Spirit . . . He did! . . . I 
found that no one needs to leave the church of Christ 
in order to have the fulness of the Spirit, but it is im- 
portant that the Spirit be allowed to work freely in 
our congregations. It is to this truth that I witness, 
and continue to bear witness!" Again, "I received 
this gift of an unknown language, and I praised God 
in this new tongue for an hour and a half. 1 thank 
God that since Jesus baptized me in The Holy Spirit, 
my life has been blessed, and my ministry has changed 
from a dead formality to a living reality! I have seen 
God heal a man who was stricken with cancer who 
had only a few days to live. I have seen God instan- 
taneously heal a woman of arthritis." The article 
closes by saying, "As in the first century, we also can 
nave a personal encounter with a living, risen Christ 
and, like those early Christians, can receive the infill- 
ing of the very Spirit of God!" 

Thus, the things that many of us have heard con- 
cerning these brethren can be confirmed in published 
articles. This information is given, not to hurt any 
one personally, or his family, but io give confirmation 
to what many have already known and said about 
them. Many fervent prayers have been offered for 
them and many discussions have been held with them, 
trying to get them to see the error of their way. 
Letters have been written in an  effort to help them 
come back to the sound teaching of God's Ward. 
Especially have we been concerned over our dearly 
beloved Pat  Boone because of his great ability and his 
tremendous influence over the lives of thousands of 
our young people. Indeed, this is truly heartrending! 

SOME OBSERVATIONS 

Now, some questions need to be asked and an- 
swered. What about our Christian Colleges using 
such men, especially Pat,  before great crowds and giv- 
ing him nation-wide prominence? What about the 
congregations that have used him recently as  a draw- 
ing card for a big Bible school attendance and letting 
him speak? If a Christian college can send a man 
into the community to ask students to attend the 
school and can ask the local minister to give them 
"leads" for substantial fmancial contributions to the 
school, cannot said preacher and elders of that church 
ask the schwl not to use such men, with their present 
religious views, on the lectureships? Should a faith- 
ful church have fellowship with a sister congregation 
in some good work if this congregation uses such men 
in their services? Cannot brethren also ask our 
brotherhood papers not to print articles by such men, 
with editorial approval, when they definitely know 
what these men are teaching about the Holy Spirit 
and miraculous gifts? What about the editors of our 
papers who uphold such men in their teaching and 

who condemn the ones teaching that the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit and tongue speaking and other mira- 
cles a re  not for us today? (See 2 John 9-11.) Are we 
interested only in popularity? 

Since I was anxious to know who Thomas Nickel 
was and what kind of a religious group published Tes- 
timony magazine, I placed a long distance telephone 
call to sister John Allen Hudson, Old Paths Book 
Club, in Rosemead. I talked to the secretary, Jean 
White. and she promised to find out and write me. In 
her letter of May 4, 1910, she says: "We called and in- 
quired about the paper put out by Thos. Nickel and 
were told that it  is undenominational, has some Jews, 
Catholics and Pentecostal people in the group, and is 
not connected with any one religious group. The 
Great Commission lnternational is published i t  seems 
when the Spirit moves them to publish it. The  last 
one is now printed in some 4,000 editions. . . . We 
have information that the church in Santa Ana 
(Northside) has withdrawn fellowship from Dean 
Dennis." 

Brethren, now is the time when we should em- 
phasize that the Bible teaches that baptism of the 
Holy Spirit and miraculous gifts are  not for us today, 
and Iike Campbell affirmed in debate with Rice, "In 
conversion and sanctification, the Spirit of Cod oper- 
ates on persons only through the word." This teach- 
ing has stood the test in many public debates with the 
greatest men of the denominational world; it  will con- 
tinue to stand, fa r  it  is indeed the truth of God's 
Word. 

I think it is time that our  Christian colleges stop 
giving encouragement to the "liberals" by having any 
of them to speak on their lectureships. I do not in- 
tend to keep silent and let the Lord's church be 
turned into some kind of a "Pentecostal Holiness" de- 
nomination. Are you? 

TIME I S  NCW HEhE FCh CHURCHES O F  CHhIS1  
ANL CHRISTIAN CCLLEGES TC TAKE A STANL, 
I F  WE EIER ARE GOING TO DC SC AGAIN! 

It has become somewhat the  vogue-- 
a t  l e a s t  i n  c e r t a i n  c i rc les- - to  t r y  t o  
pass o f f  t h e  warnings some of us have 
t r i e d  t o  make o v e r t h e  pas t  seve ra l  years  
a s  merely t h e  work of "witch hunters" o r  
"hatchet  men." It was n e i t h e r  one -- bu t  
t h e  words of t r u t h  and soberness,  which 
t h i s  r i s i n g  t i d e  o f  apostasy was c lea r -  
l y  c a l l i n g  for .  Say what you w i l l  about 
t h e  a t t i t u d e  demonstrated i n  t h e  w r i t -  
ings of some--including those  o f t h e a u -  
thor  of t h i s  newsle t ter - -cer ta in ly  none 
can reasonably f a u l t  t h e  author of t h e  
foregoing a r t i c l e  on t h a t  score! I jo in  
t h e  thousands of brethren who i n i t i a l l y  
read t h i s  a r t i c l e  i n  theGospel Advocate 
with a resounding "Amen!" No man among 
u s ,  during t h e  cu r ren t  generat ion,  a t  
l e a s t ,  has made a profounder s tudy,  nor 
has wr i t t en  more cogently and widely a s  
t o  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  and H i s  workthanhas 
Perry B. Cotham. 

No sooner had I read h i s  exce l l en t  
a r t i c l e - - so  f u l l  of t r u t h  i n  love--than 
I wrote him f o r  a  new s tock of h i s  pow- 
e r f u l  t r a c t  on "THE HOLY S P I R I T  I N  CON- 
VERSION," which s e l l s  f o r  15a per  s ing- 
l e  copy; $1.50 per  dozen; o r  $6.50 per 
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100--just one more i n  t h e  g r o w i n g l i s t o f  
teaching ma te r i a l s ,  which I can h e a r t i l y  
recommend t o  t h e  d o c t r i n a l e d i f i c a t i o n o f  
t h e  brotherhood. I f  vou have not  seen it 
why no t  w r i t e  f o r  a copy? Be t t e r  yet., it 
would be i u s t  as  easv t o  send vou a doz- - 
en o r  a hundred that-you mightshare  with - 
others .  J u s t  address vour orders  t o u s a t  - 
950 Greerland Drive. Nashvil le ,  Tenness- 
ee  37204 and w e ' l l  g e t  them r i g h t  on out  
t o  you a t  once with t h e  l e a s t  poss ib le  
delay. It may be t o o  l a t e  t o  do anything 
t o  salvage t h e  s o u l s  of brethren Frank- 
l i n ,  Boone and Dennis; but  it c e r t a i n l y  
i s  no t  too  l a t e  t o  do a l l  you c a n f o r t h e  
members o f  your own home congregation! 

THE TIME HAS COME FOR US TO QUIT USING 
THESE FALSE TEACHERS--OR FELLOWSHIPPING 
WITH THOSE WHO CONTINUE.TO DO SO... 

Brother Cotham i s  exact ly  r igh t !  If 
we ever a r e  t o  c a l l  a h a l t  t o  t h i s  grow- 
ing  apostasy among us ,  t h e  time has come 
f o r  us t o  q u i t  i n v i t i n g  t h o s e c a u s i n g t h e  
d iv i s ions  and offences among us  cont rary  
t o  the  doc t r ine  of Chr i s t  e i t h e r t o s p e a k  
t o  our col leges  and congregations o r e v e n  
t o  w r i t e  f o r  our gospel publ ica t ions  and 
papers. (Romans 16:17-18; I1 John 9-11) 

Pat  Boone i s  not  t h e  o n l y h e r e t i c  a- 
mong us  now leading t h e  Lord's people a- 
s t r ay .  What about Roy Osborne? Probably, 
a s  of now, t h e r e  i s  no more widely used 
speaker on our c o l l e g e l e c t u r e s h i p s ,  sem- 
i n a r s ,  youth meetings, workshops of var- 
ious s o r t s  a s  well  a s  f o r  s u ~ ~ o s e d - t o - b e  
gospel meetings--- brotherhood-wide--than 
Roy Osborne, of San Leandro, Cal i forn ia .  
Yet, a s  probably 90% of thepreacher sand  
e lde r s  who l i v e  andworkwithin a150-mile 
radius  of where he preaches w i l l  a t t e s t ,  
probably t h e r e  i s  no moredangerous f a l s e  
teacher  among us  today than t h i s  man. 

ELBERT R. GARRETSON GOES ON RECORD AS TO 
FALSE TEACHING CONDONED AND ENCOURAGED 
BY ROY OSBORNE I N  SAN LEANDRO LECTURES 

J u s t  when I f i r s t  began t o  be aware 
of b ro the r  Osborne's defec t ion  away from 
sound doc t r ine ,  I cannot be prec ise .  Go- 
ing  back t o  " the  old days ,"  whereas I had 
always thought of him a s  a b i t  "odd," it 
was merely a p e c u l i a r i t y  i n  pe r sona l i ty ,  
a s  f a r  as.1 was concerned; and I had had 
no occasion t o  consider  him a s  "unsound" 
a s  f a r  a s  h i s  teachinq was concerned. 

Then, along i n  1967, under d a t e  May 
12,  from 1713 Amber Drive, Antioch, Cal- 
i f o r n i a  94509, I received a copy of bro- 
t h e r  E lbe r t  R. Garretson's  signed s t a t e -  
ment charging brother  Osborne with "=- 
ROBATION I N  THE SAN LEANDRO LECTURESHIP, 
May 8-12. 1967." I had known brother  E l -  
b e r t  s ince  Oklahoma days back i n  t h e  30s 
and had never known him t o  t e l l  anythinq 
t h a t  wasn't so. I had no reason whatever 

t o  doubt h i s  s tatement ,  and s i n c e t h e n  I 
have confirmed it i n  t h e  mouths of not  
j u s t  "two o r  three"  but many eye-and-ear 
witnesses o f themos tun im~eachabIe  s o r t .  
S t i l l ,  I be l i eve  i n  g iv ing  a man a chahce 
t o  Speak f o r  himself ;  so ,  along i n  t h e  
summer, t h a t  year ,  I wrote b ro the r  O s -  
borne a personal  l e t t e r ,  askinq him e i -  
t h e r  t o  confirm o r  e l s e ' t o  deny t h e  ac- 
cusa t ions  i n  bro ther  Garre tson ' s  l e t t e r  
--for publ ica t ion .  

Here i s  what Garretson had charged: 

" M r .  Roy Osborne, Minister 
Church o f  C h r i s t  
601 MacArthur Blvd. 
San Leandro, ~ a l i f i r n i a  

"Dear Brother Osborne, 

"I do no t  s e e  how anyone with love  t o  
God and l o y a l t y  t o  H i s  Word can remain 
s i l e n t  t o  you a t  t h i s  time. What I am 
wr i t ing  you here  and plan t o m a n i f e s t t o  
o the r s  t h a t  they mightbewarned, is nev- 
e r t h e l e s s  not  w r i t t e n  through any ill- 
w i l l  t oyou  personally.  I d o n o t  subscr ibe  
t o  t h e  idea  t h a t  any of us  canhavesuch 
an high opinion of himself a s  t o  th ink  
t h a t  those  th ings  which h e p u b l i c l y t e a -  
ches should be immune from open c r i t i -  
cism when brought t o  t h e  Word of God. I 
do no t  be l i eve  i n l e t t i n g  anythingbyway 
of human seemliness o r  arrogance d e t e r  
me through fear .  I be l i eve  we need t o  
speak up when mat ters  such a s  I a m w r i t -  
ing  you about now, con t rad ic t  t h e  Word 
of God. 

"May I a s s u r e  you t h a t  I am only one of 
a number who have expressed chagrin and 
heart-break a t  what went on a t  t h e  Lec- 
t u r e s h i p  under your ownoversight.  Name- 
l y  t h e  following: 

"1. On Friday morning Gary Freeman, from 
Torrence, d e f i n i t e l y  propoundedthat Je- 
sus was a s a t y r i s t  and a humorist. You 
were p roh ib i t ing  any publ ic  opposi t ion 
from t h e  f l o o r ,  so  I ' m o p p o s i n g i t t o y o u  
and anyone with t h e  high descentofhon-  
e s t y  t o  hear me now. Thiswasblasphemy. 
You s a t  t h e r e  behindthe  p u l p i t  ha l f  bent  
over laughing. I d i d n ' t  s e e t h e  audience 
laugh, a t  l e a s t  v i s i b l y .  I don ' t  th ink  
they thought Gary was being a s  funny a s  
he evident ly  thought he was!l Brother 
Osborne, you allowed t h i s  t o  pass,  y e t  
I cannot r e a l l y  be l ieve  t h a t  bre thren  
anywhere can think of t h e  'Teacher come 
from God,' who though he may have used 
some i rony and var ious  o t h e r  f igu res  of 
speech a t  times, a s  being a s a t y c i s t a n d  
a humorist i n  a world l o s t  i n  s in.  It i s  
more l i k e l y  t h a t  'Jesus Wept.' He, t h e  
man of sorrows and acqua in tedwi thgr i e f  
should no t  have been so  t r e a t e d  e i t h e r  
under you OR Pontius P i l a t e .  

(Continued on Next Page) 
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"2. On  Tuesday morning B i l l  Free of Mid- 
d l e ton .  Idaho. eauated t h e  smoker and 
t h e  unimmerseh; and h i s  conclusion was 
t h a t  s i n c e  you wouldn't  w a n t t o  sayaman 
was going t o  h e l l  f o r  smoking, then  he 
l e f t  t h i s  conclusion t h a t  you wouldn't 
say t h i s  of theunirmnersed e i t h e r . H e d i d  
ge t  around t o  saying,  ' I  worry about t h e  
unimmersed.' And i f  I may be but  a  b i t  
s a t i r i c a l  bu t  nothumorous, t h a t  was n i c e  
of B i l l  t o  suggest  t h a t  he d id  worry a- 
bout t h e  unimmersed. And a f t e r  a l l  did-  
n ' t  Jesus say t h a t  'except  a  manbeborn 
of  water and of  t h e  S p i r i t  he cannot en- 
t e r  i n t o  t h e  Kingdom of God.'-Jn.3:5. I 
cannot s e e  B i l l ' s  equat ion ,  but  it was 
h i s  i l l u s t r a t i o n .  

"3. On t h e  l a s t  morning of t h e  Lecture- 
s h i p  B i l l  Free,  i n  posing t h e  ques t ion ,  
'What i s  a  Chr i s t i an? '  answered t h a t  it 
was a  mat te r  of d e f i n i t i o n !  May I say ,  
Brother Osborne, t h a t  h i s  overweeningand 
pompous answer had no relevance t o  t h e  
New Testament, except  t o  blaspheme it. 
He d id  NOT give  t h e  Bible answer t o  t h i s  
important question--and t h e r e  isaBIBLE 
ANSWER! But you a l s o a l l o w e d t h i s  t o p a s s  
uncorrected and unscreened and you com- 
mended t h e  panel a l l  around and repea t -  
edly saught  t o  defend them on more than 
one occasion a s  not  being l i b e r a l s .  

"4. I was n o t  p re sen t  on Tuesday n i g h t ,  
when Gary Freeman d e a l t  with 'CanWeUn- 
derstand The Bible Alike? '  Butmore than 
one bro ther  has s i n c e  then  t o l d  me t h a t  
he gave a  negat ive  t o  t h i s .  Did you l e t  
t h i s  pass? Did t h e  l o c a l  e lde r sh ip  j u s t  
s k i p  i t ?  Let  me say ' f o r  shame' and Roy 
i f  you a r e  inc l ined  t o  snee r  a t  me f o r  
s o  saying ,  then f e e l  f r e e  t o  make t h e  
most of it!! But we a l l  should hope f o r  
b e t t e r  th ings .  Did God commandanimpos- 
s i b i l i t y ?  Did C h r i s t  pray f o r  an impos- 
s i b i l i t y ?  Is t h e  uni ty  fo r  which C h r i s t  
prayed t o  be based on a  knowledgeofhis  
w i l l  i n  a l l  wisdom and S p i r i t u a l  under- 
s tanding? Brother Osborne, I s i n c e r e l y  
be l i eve  t h a t  you need t o  be challenged 
on a l l  of t h e s e  p o i n t s ,  and e i t h e r  pub- 
l i c l y  defend t h e s e  d iscrepancies  o r  re -  
pudia te  them! 

"5. On Tuesdaymorning Gary Freemanspoke 
of t h e  Chr i s t i an  Community a s  being a  
combination of r e l i g i o u s  denominations. 
He s p e c i f i c a l l y  lumped t h e  church of  
C h r i s t ,  Bap t i s t  and t h e  Cathol ics  to-  
gether!  I heard it, you heard i t , w e a l l  
heard it; you commended, o t h e r s d i d n o t !  
On F r i d a y m o r n i n g L e c t u r e s h i p , d u r i n g t h e  
quest ion period you lumpedeverybodyto- 
ge the r  i n  t h e  Chr i s t i an  Community who, 
f o r  example, tended t o  c o n t r i b u t e  toward 
law and order .  The churchcomposedof New 
Testament requirements ,  being madeupof 
p e n i t e n t ,  immersed b e l i e v e r s  seemed t o  
you i n  your remarks t h i s  morning t o  be 
l i t t l e  b e t t e r  than r u s t i c i t y  and ignor- 

ance!!!!! I repea t  I amby nomeans a lone  
i n  my hearing t h e s e  approbriums! 

"6. On Tuesday morning you allowed Gary 
Freeman t o  g e t  by with h i s  s t i f fnecked  
d i c t a t e s  i n  saying t h a t w e n e e d t o  ' cease  
t h i s  tyranny t o  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s . '  I saw 
and heard very l i t t l e  r e spec t  t o  t h e  
Writ ten Word of God from some of t h e  
~ r i n c i p a l s  on t h e  l e c t u r e s h i p  panel. I 
heard more s l e i g h t s  and s l e i g h t  remarks 
a q a i n s t  sound doc t r ine  and being s c r i p -  
t;ral than i n  any o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  meet- 
ing I have ever  been in .  I r e p e a t I h a v e  
never heard t h e  Bible and h e r  g lo r ious  
doc t r ines  so put t o  shameas i n  t h i s  l e c -  
t u r e s h i p  under your c a r e ,  and t h i s  i s  why 
I ' m  wr i t i ng  you!! Not through any ill- 
w i l l ,  and n o t  t o  h u r t  you by anything 
s a i d  herein.  I haveof t enwondered in the  
l a s t  few days if you o r  Gary o r  B i l l  seek 
t o  l ead  f o r t h  a  Causis t  typegroupwi th-  
i n  t h e  church who seeks t o  undo thework 
of sound Gospel preaching! I ' m  happy t o  
know and I am happy t o  s e e  t h a t  t h i s  type  
of t h i n g  promulgated i n y o u r  l e c t u r e s h i p  
has n o t  pervaded, though i . t  mayhavein-  
vaded, t h e  congregations of t h i s  a rea .  

"7. Brother Claude Counselman's speech 
on Tuesday morning was one i n  which he 
climaxed h i s  thoughts t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  
descendants of James and Johnwhowant- 
ed t o  c a l l  f i r e  from heaven. Claude then 
saught t o  p l ace  t h e  badge of infamy on 
bre thren  who have been seeking t o  save 
t h e  l o s t  and expose e r r o r ;  bu t  you a r e  
not  i n  a  s tupor  o n t h e s e m a t t e r s . A t t h e  
end of  h i s  speech you a rose  and s a i d ,  
'This  i s  what we had i n  mind.' I ought 
t o  t e l l  y o u t h i s  tha twhatever  avers ions  
o r  d e t e s t a t i o n s  you had they a l l  seem- 
ed a g a i n s t  t h e  men who f i rmly  be l i eve  
t h e  Word of God! BrotherOsborne, i f  you 
were seeking t h e  kind of f i s s u r e s ,  r i f t s ,  
i n c i s i o n s  and s l i t s  t h a t  come about by 
Liberal ism, y o u c e r t a i n l y  s e e m e d t o t u r n  
every t a p  i n  your Lectureship t o  br ing  
it forward. 

"8. Gary Freeman t o l d  a  number of u s  
t h a t  he was ac tua l lyques t ion ingwhe th -  
e r  t h e  church i s  t h e  church. Remember 
t h i s :  He i s  being supported b y a  church 
of C h r i s t  while  he s a l l i e s  f o r t h  a s  a  
harbinger  of t h i s  f i l t h !  a n d h e h a s  your 
a i d  and abetting!!!!! I askedhimques- 
t i o n s  on en te r ing  t h e  church when a s  a  
p e n i t e n t  be l i eve r  a  person i s  ready t o  
be baptized. You t h i n k h e w o u l d h a v e t h e  
courtesy t o  answer? 0 no, h e t u r n e d v e -  
hemently andwi th  exasperat ionandwalk-  
ed away! ! 

"Really I cannot expect you t o  apprec- 
i a t e  any of t h i s .  I wish s o  much t h a t  
you might have d i r ec t ed  your energ ies  
toward 'speaking a s  t h e  o r a c l e s o f G o d t  
--I Pe te r  4 : l l .  You may not  have out- 
Heroded Herod, bu t  you havede tona teda  
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discharge againstpureNew Testamenttea- 
ching and whether you know i t  or  no t ,  
and whether you have sounded the  depths 
of t h e  s p i r i t u a l  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  
brotherhood o r  no t ,  you a r e  being chal-  
lenged!!!! 

"In t h e  Lectureship you c u t  o f f  f l o o r  
quest ions,  discussion o r  any publ ic  op- 
pos i t ion  t o  your e r ro r s .  I want t o  com- 
mend you i n  t h i s  worldly-wise, mundane 
exerc ise  i n s e l f - p r o t e c t i o n .  I t w a s  prig-  
g i s h ,  personal and se l f -p ro tec t ive ,  but 
t r u t h  has nothing t o  f ea r .  The goodly 
number of s i n c e r e  men who were f o r c e d t o  
e i t h e r  l eave  o r  t o  s i t  s i l e n t  a t  your 
command, too with f a r  more g r a c e t h e i n -  
s u l t  t o  t h e i r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  than you and 
some members of t h e  l e c t u r e s h i p  panel 
took when t h e i r  opinions were being 
brought t o  t h e  t e s t  of t h e  word of God. 
I pray you w i l l  awaken. 

"Sincerely,  

(Signed) "Elbert  R. Garretson" 

LS6lKNE CLES II;T HAVE THE CL.YU*I:N 
CL .KTEiY  TL HEPLY--52T TUKIIS I T  LL'EK 
T i A N  LEANCH; E L C E R i ,  IIISTEAC 

Almost t h r e e  years  have nowgoneby 
s ince  I wrote brother  Osborneaskinghim 
e i t h e r  t o  confirm o r  deny the  above re-  
port .  To t h i s  day he has never even bo- 
thered himself t o  acknowledgereceipt of 
my letter--much l e s s  reply  t o  it! 

However, t h a t  he did a c t u a l l y  r e -  
ce ive  it the re  can be no doubt; t o r  un- 
de r  d a t e  August 1 2 ,  1967, from the  eld- 
e r s  of the  church i n  San Leandro, Cali- 
fo rn ia ,  where he preaches,notmany days 
l a t e r ,  here  came t h e  following l e t t e r :  

"Dear Brother Rice: 

"The Elders of the San LeandroChurch of 
Chr i s t  do not  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r -  
e s t s  of t h e  cause of Chr i s t  would be 
served by answering t h e  quotat ions out  
of contextandmis-representations of E l -  
b e r t  Garretson's  l e t t e r .  

"Each speaker onour lec tureshipwas  giv- 
en t h e  freedom t o  express h i s  views so 
t h a t  points  of v i e w n o t o f t e n a i r e d m i g h t  
be evaluated by those who were present .  
The l ec tu resh ip  was not intended a s  an 
open forum f o r  debate and the moderator 
was co r rec t  i n  preventing open debate 
from f l a r i n g  up. We f e e l  t h a t  we have a 
r i g h t  t o  design a l ec tu resh ip  i n  what- 
ever way we f e e l  i s  useful  a n d t h a t o u t -  
s i d e  influences have no r i g h t t o a t t e m p t  
t o  d i c t a t e  our p o l i c i e s  nor fo rce  them- 
se lves  upon an audience which did not 
come t o  hear them. 

"As f o r  t h e  charges made, we haveno in -  

t e n t i o n  of g e t t i n g  on thedefens ive .  This 
congregation i s  autonomous m d  has t h e  
r i g h t  t o  i t s  convictionswhethertheyare 
agreeable  t o  o the r s  o r  not.  We w i l l  not  
have our loya l ty  t o  the  t r u t h  t e s t e d  by 
Elber t  Garretson's  in te rp re ta t ions .  We 
a r e  not answerable t o  him andwefee l  t o  
en te r  i n t o  acorrespondencewithhimwould 
only lead  t o  opinion swapping and per- 
s o n a l i t y  reac t ions .  Such we have no in-  
t e n t i o n  of doing. E n t i r e l y  too  much of 
t h i s  has been done t o  the  detriment of 
un i ty  and the  cause of Chr is t .  

"When you p r i n t  h i s  l e t te r  (and youwi l l  
undoubtedly do so  no matter  what our 
s tatements might be) be a s s u r e d t h a t  you 
a r e  p r in t ing  unt ru ths  andandperpe t ra t -  
ing f a l s e  information t o  harm severa l  
f a i t h f u l  preachers and acongrega t ionof  
t h e  Lord 's  people. I f  t h i s  i s  your de- 
s i r e  w e  cannot prevent it. 

"Sincerely,  THE ELDERS OF THE SAN LEAN- 
DRO CHURCH OF CHRIST 

(Signed ) 

"Robert L. Baker Jack Eagan 
"Curt is  Bond Darrel McDonald 
"Ernest Hardman" 

..*a* 

SAN LEANDRO AND ITS ELDERS BUT CONTINUE 
THEIR HISTORY OF HARBORING HERESY; THEY 
D I D  THE SAME OVER ANTI-COOPERATION! 

On the  face  of it, the fo rego ingby  
t h e  San Leandro e lde r s  i s  not  a b a d l e t -  
te r - -pre t ty  convincing, i n  f a c t .  Howev- 
e r ,  a s  so  of ten  i s  t h e  case ,  appearance 
can be deceiving. One would no tbeaware  
j u s t  from t h e  reading of t h e i r  l e t t e r ,  
f o r  ins tance ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  incept ion  of 
t h e  " a n t i - c o o ~ e r a t i o n "  movement. back i n  
the  ' 40s, THI? SAME CONGREGATION AND ITS 
ELDERS were h a r b o r i n g M O R T O N T . U T L E Y a n d  
h i s  ANTI-COCPERATION exact ly  thesameas  
they now a r e  harbor ingR0YJ.OSBORNEand 
h i s  LIBERALISM. ~othing-resy 
--at one end of t h e  d o c t r i n a l  pendulum 
o r  t h e  other--was fundamental t o  t h e i r  
decisions and ac t ions  e i t h e r  t h e n o r  now! 

A s  I read t h e i r  defense of not  an- 
swerinq brother  Garretson's  l e t t e r - - n o t  
t o  mention cu t t inq  o f f  questioninq from 
t h e  f l o o r ,  during the i r .Lec tu resh ip  ad- 
vocating LIBERALISM--my thoughts d r i f t -  
ed b a c k t o t h a t a f t e r n o o n . A u a u s t 9 .  1946. , 
when Mort and t h e  East dakland eiders--  
San Leandro's s i s t e r  conareaation-co re- - - 
vented Robert R. P r i ce  and me from ans- 
wering t h e i r  a n t i - c o o ~ e r a t i o n  Dresenta- 
t i o n  by Roy Co d i l l ,  whom they- had i m -  
ported spec1 + l c a  y f o r  t h a t ~ u r ~ 0 s e . i -  
d e n t i c a l i y  the  same a s  Roy 0sbo;ne, bn- 
der  t h e  aegis  of t h e  San Leandro e l d e r s ,  
had done t o  t h e  bre thren  on Liberalism! 
"What r i g h t , "  I asked myself, "does e i -  
t h e r  San Leandro o r  any o ther  e lde r sh ip  
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have t o  g r a n t  freedom t o  h e r e t i c s t o  ex- 
p r e s s  t h e i r  "views"--and t hen  t o  p reven t  
t h o s e  whoknow, b e l i e v e a n d  l o v e t h e  t r u t h  
o f  t h e  gospe l  from being a b l e  t o  defend 
it b e f o r e  t h o s e  who heard  t h e  heresy! I 
n o t e  t h e i r  dodge behind c l a ims  t o  l o c a l  
autonomy; however, t o  p e r v e r t  God-qiv- 
en autonomy i n t o  an  ins t rument  f o r  p r e -  

from be ing  defended 
( P h i l i p p i a n s  1:17)  doesn ' tmakeany  s ense  
a t  a l l !  I n s t e a d  of  g iv ing  a n h e r e t i c t h e  
"freedom t o  express  h i s  views s o  t h a t  
p o i n t s  o f  view no t  o f t e n  a i r e d  might b e  
eva lua t ed , "  T i t u s  3:10 i n s t r u c t s ,  "A man 
t h a t  i s  an  h e r e t i c k  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  and 
second admonition r e j e c t ! "  Why? V e r s e l l  
e m l a i n s .  "Knowina t h a t  he  t h a t  i s  such 
is' subve i t ed ,  and i i n n e t h ,  be ing  condemn- 
ed of himself ."  I n s t e a d  of  e l d e r s  a r r o -  
g a t i n g  t o  themselves "a r i g h t  t o  des ign  
a l e c t u r e s h i c  i n  whatever wavwefee l  i s  
u s e f u l "  ( i n  t h e  promotion o f z t h e  heresy  
of L ibe r a l i sm ,  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ! ) ,  T i t -  
u s  1 :9 f f  i n s t r u c t s  them, "Holdinq f a s t  
t h e  faithful a s  h e h a t h b e e n t a u g h t ,  

e a b l e  by sound d o c t r i n e  
bo th  t o  exho r t  snd  t o  c o n v i n c e t h e g a i n -  

For t h e r e  are many - 
m s  anddeceivers. . .whose 

of men, t h a t  t u r n  from t h e  t ru th . . . '  

S ince  r e c e i v i n g  t h e i r  l e t te r ,  Imy- 
s e l f  have been t o  t h e  San F ranc i s co  Bay 
and Northern C a l i f o r n i a  a r e a  where t h i s  
a l l  took  p l a c e  t o  check it ou t  and t h u s  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  i n  t h e  mouths of w i tne s se s  
as t o  whether E l b e r t  Ga r r e t son ' s  charg-  
es were t r u e  o r  no t .  I found t h a t  r a t h -  
er t han  "ou t s i de  i n f l uences "  t r y i n g  " t o  
d i c t a t e  (SanLeandro ' s  andRoy Osborne 's)  
p o l i c i e s , "  a l l  t h a t  Gar re t son  and o t h e r  
f a i t h f u l  b r e th r en  o u t  t h e r e ,  e v i d e n t l y ,  
were t r y i n a  t o  do was t o  ae t  them--iust 
a s  ~ a u l - w r o t e  t o  T i t u s  r ega rd ing  what 
e l d e r s  should do--to "hold f a s t  t h e  f a i t h -  
f u l  word'' a s  w e l l  a s  no t  t o  "g ive  heed 
tc. seducing s p i r i t s ,  and d o c t r i n e s  o f  
d e v i l s ;  speaking l ies i n  hypocrisy... ." 
(I  Timothy 4 : l - 2 )  If Roy and t h e s e  e ld -  
ers had been doina t h i s  a l l  a lona .  t hen  
a l l  t h i s  confusion cou ld  e a s i l y  have been 
avoided i n  t h e  first place!  But inasmuch 
as they  were f o s t e r i n q  h e r e s y i n s t e a d o f  
s t o p c i n q  t h o s e  " teach ing  t h i n g s  which 
t hey  ought n o t , "  then  what e l s e w a s  l e f t  
f o r  f a i t h f u l  gospel  p r eache r s  t o  do bu t  
t o  p o i n t  t h i s  o u t ,  t h u s  w a r n i n g t h e b r o -  
therhood a s  t o  what was going on! 

Zecause Roy Osborne and t h e  e l d e r s  
a t  San Leandro have been f o s t e r i n g  t h i s  
he r e sy ,  i n s t e a d  of opcosina i t ,  t h e v n o t  

i n  1967,  even b e f o r e  I and mine r e t u r n -  
ed t o  Singapore  f o r  our  third long-term 
miss ionary  e f f o r t  s i n c e  1 9 5 5 , t h e c h u r c h  
a t  San Ra fae l ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  a l r e a d y  had 
dividedoverthisheresy--directly t r a c e -  
a b l e  t o  Roy Osborne and some s o r t o f s e -  
c r e t  c l a s s  t h a t  hewas t e ach ing  a t  San Le- 
andro.  The way it was descr ibed  t ,omeby 
well-known preach ing  b r e th r en  i n  t h e  a -  
r e a ,  Roywas i n v i t i n g  i n f l u e n t i a l  members 
from w i t h i n  c e r t 3 i n  o t h e r  congrega t ions  
o u t s i d e  o f  San ~ e a n d n a l k  about  v io -  
l a t i n g  l o c a l  autonomy!) i n t o  t h i s  spec- 
i a l ,  secret class of  h i s ,  p ledging them 
n o t  t o  r e v e a l  any th ing  t h a t  was t a u g h t ,  
and proceeding t o  i n d o c t r i n a t e  them ev- 
i d e n t l y  wi th  t h e  l i b e r a l i s m  whichhe ,  a t  
h e a r t ,  a l r e a d y  had espoused. Owing, f o r  
t h e  most p a r t ,  t o  t h i s  p ledge  of  s ec r e -  
cy ,  i t  has  been extremely d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
b r e t h r e n  o u t  t h e r e  t o  g e t  any document- 
a t i o n  a s  t o  what a c t u a l l y  was be ing  p u t  
forward i n  t h i s  c l a s s .  However, a  tree, 
J e sus  s a i d ,  i s  known by i t s  f r u i t s .  And 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  a t  San Rafael  p l u s  con t ra -  
r v  winds of d o c t r i n e  blowina throuqhout  
t h e  San FranciscoBay/NorthernCaliforn- 
i a  Area a r e  f r u i t s  by which t h i s  "tree" 
can b e  known! Elde r s  and p r eache r s  from 
throughout  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  brotherhood 
have t o l d  m e  w i th  t h e i r  own mouths what 
a l l  t hey  have s u f f e r e d  a t  t h e  hands of 
t h i s  f a l s e  t e ache r .  

A s  f o r  Sinqauore ,  b e f o r e  I r e t u r n -  
ed t o  t h e  U.S., i n  August 1968, i n  o rd-  
er t o  f i n i s h  r a i s i n a  t h e  fund t o  D U ~ C ~ -  
ase t h e  p rope r ty  fo; Four Seas  c o i l e g e ,  
w e  had,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t o  f i r e  San Miao, 
our  c o l l e g e  dean, f o r  having n o t  on ly  
espoused l i b e r a l i s m  and t e a c h i n q i t , b u t  
a l s o  w e  had t o  withdraw f e l l owsh ip  from 
him f o r  having drawn away more t h a n  40 
members a f t e r  t h i s  he resy ,  caus ina  div-  
U~ with in  t h e  churct, a t  Moulmein Road - 
i n  Singapore.  I n  t r a c i n g  it o u t w h e r e h e  
came up wi th  a l l  t h o s e  "funny i dea s "  of 
h i s ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  d o c t r i n e o f  C h r i s t ,  
r e f e r e n c e  was made r e p e a t e d l y ,  among o- 
t h e r  sou rce s ,  t o  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  Roy J. 
Osborne! The h e r e t i c a l  fac t ionnowmeet -  
i ng  a t  St .  Thomas Walk, i n  S i n g a p o r e , i s  
l i v i n g  evider.ce of t h e  " f r u i t "  now be- 
i ng  ha rve s t ed  from t h i s  f a l s e  t e a c h e r ' s  
"tree." 

HOW LONG, 0  LORD, HOW LONG WILL NAIVE 
BRETHREN CONTINUE TO INVITE THIS FALSE 
TEACHER & CHURCH-DIVIDER TO SPEAK? 

Y e s ,  b r e t h r e n ,  P a t B o o n e i s n o w q o n e  
ou t  from us because h e  is no l onqe r  "of"  
us. Roy Osborne i s  no longer  "&"us&- 
t he r !  Y e t ,  w i t h i n  r e c e n t  months, I n o t e  - 
n a i v e  b r e t h r e n  s t i l l  r i s k i n a  t h e i r  own - 
souls--and t h a t  of t h e i r  congregat ion--  
o r  colleqe--by i n v i t i n a  e i t h e r  o r  bo th  

only have been r e s p o n s i b l e  i o r  i t s  sp r ead  of  them f o  appear .  ~ i m e  has now a rk ived  
on this s i d e  of t h e  wa t e r ,  bu t  a s f a r a -  f o r  a l l  such u s e  o f  e i t h e r  one t o  c e a s e  
way a s  f a r -o f f  S i n q a ~ o r e ,  as w e l l :  Back --or else f o r  t h o s e  of u s  who y e t  s t a n d  
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f o r  t h e  t r u t h  t o  d i scon t inueour  fellow- 
s h i p  with those  who continue tomakeuse  
of t h e i r  serv ices .  Nothing l e s s  than t h e  
t r u t h  of t h e  gospel  f o r  t h i s  and f u t u r e  
genera t ions  i s  a t  s take.  For myownpart 
I hereby publ ic ly  announce t h a t  I have 
withdrawn from both of them u n t i l s u c h a  
time a s  they s e e  f i t  t o  come b a c k t o t h e  
t r u t h  of  t h e  gospel.  I recommend t o  a l l  
who c a r e  a snap a s  t o  w h e t h e r t h e r e s t o -  
r a t i o n  movement continues o r  n o t ,  t h a t  
a s i m i l a r  a c t i o n  be taken. As long a s  
h e r e t i c s  f e e l  t h a t  they can continue t o  
enjoy our fel lowship whether they teach  
t h e  t r u t h  o r  no t ,  they w i l l  thus  be em- 
boldened t o  continue a f t e r  t h e i r  here t -  
i c a l  f a l s e  teachings. Once they come t o  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  t o  do so means theyhave  t o  
f o r f e i t  our  fel lowship,  perhaps t h e y ' l l  
consider  more c a r e f u l l y  before  jeopard- 
i z ing  t h e  most valuable p r i v i l e g e  known 
t o  man t h i s  s i d e  of heaven i t s e l f !  

-..J~EI;API';II A X E X  C';::ZhE'API';:: FLACE C"" 
SIIA::LI::; CX3EXS F';h 3V::LLES CF TI115 
III::SLEPPEh PC 3E 5EIIP EACY IIC::'PE 

It i s  wonderful t o  us t h e  growing 
number of congregat ions,  a l l  across  t h e  
brotherhood. who a r e  ~ l a c i n a  s tandina  
orders  wi th 'us  f o r  BUNDLES OF "contend: 
inq-for-the-Faith" Newsletter t o  be s e n t  
f o r  l o c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  among t h e  famil- 
i e s  a t  each p lace ,  a s  an a l e r t i n g a i d a -  
g a i n s t  Liberal ism, on a r egu la r  monthly 
bas is .  For instance-- 

"Please send us your "Contending- 
for-the-Faith" Newsletter i n  bundles each 
month," Carl 91. blade, minis te r  of t h e  
Rockwood. Tennessee, conqreqat ion ,wrote  
,~r.der d a t e  IZay 2 ,  1970. Order: 25. 

"Eave read t h e  newsle t te rsyou sen t  
t o  me and found them very i n t e r e s t i n q , "  - 
~ n m v  Z .  Ficks,  min i s t e r  a t  J a l ,  N.M., 
a tv i sed  as  of ihy  14 ,  1970. "We a r e  re -  
a l l y  glad t o  see somone tak ing  t h e  lead  
i? t?.is metter .  Hopethat beforetoomuch 
L:r.ger many bre thren  w i l l  wakenand join 
ir. t 're h a t t l e  t o  'hold t h e  p a t t e r n  of 
soilrid words ' . . :v;e would l i k e  verv much 
t n  rece ive  your monthly Newsletter,  en- 
t i t l e e ,  Contendinq f o r  t h e  Fai th.  Would 
'JTJ p lease  send us 100 per month, a t  $5 
?er  ? . ,~ndrel ,  3LXK RATE. Please b i l l  us 
r.:r.t?-ly.. ..Thank you aqein f o r  your cour- 
rGe f n r  C?.rist. I f  we can ever b e o f  a i d  
L .: 113'; ir. t?.is f i g h t  againsy 'L ibera l -  
i s - '  ? l ease  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  on us. We 
a e a lad t o  :-.elp you i n  any way we 
cx..  3e ?ssllred t 5 a t  here  we a r e  f i g h t -  
:-- - _  . -:.e :.r?r a g a i n s t  it as  bre thren  w i l l  
:-.s,.:e t3 everywhere.. . " 

i,. Li =- _.. ->.e world a r e  you t r y i n g  
L _  -- 3svid  Sa in ,  min i s t e r  t o  Church 
"-  -.--:=L - -  - ,  -' . - -  - L C  Xuntsv i l le ,  Ala- . . - = - = > - -. . - L r e  1 13, 1970. "Hake up t h e  - 

whole brotherhood t o  a ' s t raw man'? Ha. 
God b le s s  you again and again f o r  your 
exce l l en t  ' axe  swinging'. I have j u s t  
f i n i shed  Volume 111 and it was no sur -  
p ~ i s e  t o  l e a r n  of  more and deeper r o o t s  
of l i be ra l i sm i n  t h e  Kingdom. Be assur -  
ed t h a t  I am doing a l l  t h a t  I c a n i n t h e  
p u l p i t ,  p r i v a t e l y ,  i n  c l a s s e s ,  andonmy 
widely-heard r a d i o  program t o  stem t h e  
t i d e  of t h i s  e v i l  i nourmids t .Th i s  th ing  
is  a roa r ing  l i o n  indeed compared t o  t h e  
pussy c a t  we faced i n  ' an t i - i sm ' .Aso l -  
d i e r  of C h r i s t  l i k e  yourse l f  is  a g r e a t  
source of encouragement t o  o t h e r s . I o f -  
t e n  hear  you accused of being too  much 
of an a l a rmis t  and too  harsh and dogma- 
t i c  i n  your exposures of  heresy propon- 
en ts .  But, i f  ever  t h e r e  was a need f o r  
men t o  s tand  and shake us i n  our boots ,  
t r u l y  it i s  NOW! So, f i g h t o n , b r a v e  s o l -  
d i e r !  Help i s  on t h e  way! ... The Elders  
a t  Lincoln have ton ioh t  decided t o  ord- 
e r  a bundle of 200 ofa the  'Contending %or 
t h e  F a i t h '  DaDer. We w i l l  s e e  t o i t t h a t  . . 
they reach every home i n  t h e  congregat- 
ion a s  f a r  a s  possible...You may begin 
our  order  immediately. I n  f a c t ,  i f  you 
s t i l l  have enough t o  spare ,  wewouldl ike  
t o  begin with t h e  February i ssue .  Mail 
us 200 of them now, along with t h e  cur-  
r e n t  issue..." 

"I am t h e  min i s t e r  and t r e a s u r e r  f o r  
t h e  church of Chr i s t  a t  Martins Ferry,  
Ohio " Robert Adams wrote under d a t e  of -7 

May 27, 1970. "We a r e  a small congrega- 
t ion .  We do not  have a man t o  work f u l l  
time. So I do t h e  b e s t  t h a t  I can...I ~ - ~ ~~. . . 
have been following with i n t e r e s t  your 
Newslet ters ,  and I ,  t o o ,  f i n d  t h e  s i t u -  
a t i o n  among t h e  bre thren  very d i s tu rb -  
ing. The congregation he re  has d iscuss-  
ed changing t o  another  s c r i p t u r a l  name, 
because of some of t h e  nationwide er ro-  
neous doc t r ines  connected wi th  t h e  name 
Church of  Christ...We a r e v e r y i n t e r e s t -  
ed i n  being b e t t e r  informed...Wewant t o  
 lace with vou t h e  followina order :  One 
bundle of 56 copies  of your-newsle t te r ,  
'Contendlnq f o r  t h e  F a i t h , '  each month. 
Thank you..." 

* * * * *  

And thank you, b ro the r  Adams, a l s o  
t h e  o t h e r  bre thren  quoted from a s  well  
a s  many, many more heard from f o r  which 
t h e r e  i s  no room l e f t  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  f o r  
me t o  inc lude  what you had t o  say. What 
a wonderful t h i n g t h a t b r e t h r e n a n d c o n g -  
r e a a t i o n s  such a s  t h e s e  a r e  beina heard 

~ > - - -  
from--brotherhood-wide! Is your congre- - 
gat ion  ordering a bundle of " ~ o n t e n d i n q  
f o r  t h e  Fa i th"  Newsletter f o r  d i s t r i b u -  
t i o n  amonq fF;e members each month? Cnst 

~ ~ .-. 
is  negl igible--15 copies  f o r  $1; 50 f o r  
$3; 100 (and add i t iona l  100s ) ,  $5. Look 
i n t o  i t ;  and, i f  n o t ,  p lease  send us an 
order  f o r  a de f in i t enumber  each month. 
Address: CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH, 950 
Greerland D r . ,  Nashvi l le ,  Tenn. 37204. 
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ARCHIELUPERWITHDRAWS NAME, INFLUENCE =.it- 

FROM ALL LOVELL ENTERPRISES AS BOONE Ira Y. Rice. l r .  
950 Grcrrllnd Drive 

AND OTHERS ABANDON RESTORATION-- Nashville. Tennessee 37204 

Dear Brethren : 

J u s t  what it i s  t h a t  makes someofus  th inkwe can f l o u t  
every p r i n c i p l e  of  t h e  res tora t ion- -and  t h a t  w i l l  be q u i t e  
a l l  r i g h t  wi th  t hose  of us  who a r e  t r y i n g  t o  fol low them-- 
might be hard t o  say.  

Over t h e  p a s t  30-odd y e a r s  t h a t  b r o t h e r  JamesL.Lovel1 
has  been publ i sh ing  papers of  one d e s c r i p t i o n  o r  ano ther  a- 
mong t h i s  brotherhood,  seemingly he has  gone o u t  of h i s  way 
t o  be f r i end  and uphold p r a c t i c a l l y  every f a l s e  t eache r  t h a t  
has  r i s e n  t o  any prominence among us  i n  a l l  t h i s  time. A l l  
t h a t  one has t o  do t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  t r u t h  of t h i s  charge i s  
simply t o  go back through h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  s t r a i g h t  on back 
t o  t h e  beginning of them and c a r e f u l l y  n o t e  t h i s  p a t t e r n  i n  
h i s  w r i t i n g s  a s  they unfold  a c r o s s  t h e  years .  

Probably t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  have b l inded  many good b re th -  
r e n  t o  t h i s  p r a c t i c e ,  which has  s o  m i l i t a t e d  a g a i n s t o u r e f -  
f o r t s  t o  r e s t o r e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  b a s i s  a r e  

1) Jimmie's pungent s t y l e  of w r i t i n g ,  which, admitted- 
l y ,  i s  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  a  g r e a t  many among u s ;  

2 )  H i s  pe rpe tua l  f o s t e r i n g  of good works of one s o r t  
o r a n o t h e r ,  which, j u s t l y o r n o t ,  havearousedadmira t ion;and  

3 )  Our n a t u r a l  tendency t o  sympathize w i th  t h e  under- 
dog, o f  which b ro the r  Lovel l  i s  f u l l y  aware and most l i k e l y  
w i l l  t r y  t o  e x p l o i t  y e t  once aga in  i n  h i s  defense  t h i s  t i m e .  

This t i m e ,  however, "b ro the r  Jimmie" -- a t  long,  long ,  
long l a s t - - h a s  taken h i s  championing of f a l s e  causes j u s t a  
s t e p  too  far.  I n  h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  c a l l e d  Action f o r  July/ l970 
--under t h e  heading of "BIBLES FOR ALL HUMANITY!" (by i t s e l f  
admi t ted ly  a good th ing ) - -b ro the r  Lovel l  proposes an a c t i o n  
which, i f  it m a t e r i a l i z e s ,  c l e a r l y  w i l l  d ivo rce  h imf romhi s  
b re th ren  i n  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  and,  c a r r i e d  t o  i t s u l t i m a t e e x -  
t e n s i o n ,  would b r i n g  him o u t  on t h e  s i d e  of ecumenicism. I n  
f a c t ,  t h i s  i s  where he has  been heading,  whether some of us  
may have r e a l i z e d  it o r  n o t ,  f o r  a  g r e a t  many years .  Wheth- 
e r  any cons ide rab le  number of us a r e  now w i l l i n g  t o  fol low 
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him on o f f  has  y e t  t o  be determined. A s  
f o r  me and my house,  we s h a l i  con t inue  
t o  walk i n  t h e  "old p a t h s , "  a s  t h e  Lord 
has  s a i d  (.Jeremiah 6:16)--a concept ab- 
s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  t o  r e s t o r a t i o n  which 
i s  so  f o r e i q n  t o  Jimmie's t h i n k i n g  t h a t  
he  sneered a t  what he c a l l e d  " o l d - ~ a t h -  
e r s t '  i n  one o f  h i s  i s s u e s  of Action on- - 
l y  a  few months ago! 

LOVELL PROPOSES COOPERATIVE EFFORT WITH 
"ALL FAITHST'--PAT BOONE TO HEAD IT UP! 

I n  what Jirrunie s t y l e d  an " H i s t o r i -  
c a l  I s s u e ,  To be Saved" ( i t  & t h a t  bu t  
n o t  i n  t h e  sense  he may have i n t e n d e d ) ,  
s t a r t i n g  on Page 1, he l e a d s  up t o  h i s  
u n s c r i p t u r a l  proposal  through a l i n e  o f  
t h i n k i n g  which ought t o  produce q u i t e  a  
l o t  of "yes" responses.  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a- 
g a i n s t  Communism? Yes. Every person has 
more r i g h t  t o  hea r  t h e  gospel  once than 
any one person has t o h e a r  it twice?  Yes. 
Apprecia te  t h e  missionary and h i s  work? 
Y e s .  A s s i s t  and encourage mission work- 
e r s ?  Yes. B ib le  correspondence courses  
one of themos t  p r a c t i c a l ,  economical and 
f r u i t f u l  t o o l s  we could use? Yes. Miss- 
a-Meal program t o  r a i s e  t h e  money t o p a y  
f o r  Bibles and Bible  correspondence e f -  
f o r t s ?  Probably most would say  yes.  Use 
Bibles  t o  s top--eventual ly defeat--Corn- 
munism? Yes. Defeat Communism wi thout  
t h e  s a c r i f i c e  o r  one mother 's  son? Yes. 
Diver t  b i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  i n  t a x e s  t o  
our  needs h e r e  i n  America? Who could be  
a g a i n s t  any of t h o s e  th ings !  

He r e p o r t e d  g e t t i n g  i n  touch f i r s t  
wi th  Norvel Younqand  bano ow sky. Nor- 

B i l l  Frank Pack and o t h e r s  agreed vel, -7 - - 
t o  join wi th  him. H e  mentioned it t o  J. 
D. Gomas, who he  repor ted  a s  responding,  
"Count me in."  Reuel Lemons ,  he d e c l a r -  
ed ,  would "team" wi th  him on t h i s .  

Then, f i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  a l l  t h i s  cau- 
t i o u s  l ead ing  up t o  t h e  crux o f h i s  pro- 
p o s a l ,  Jimmie f i n a l l y  go t  down t o  t h e  
milk i n  t h e  coconut. Weigh c a r e f u l l y :  

"...In o r d e r  t o  g e t  t h i n g s  moving," 
he  d e t a i l e d  toward t h e  bottom of h i s  sec-  
ond column, "we m u s t c l e a r  a l l  l e g a l  ang- 
l e s ,  s e l e c t  a  name and g e t  a  c o r p o r a t e  
address .  We must set up a board of na t -  
i o n a l  and i n f l u e n t i a l d i r e c t o r s - - m e n  and 
women of a l l  f a i t h s .  Our p u r p o s e w i l l b e  
twofold--take C h r i s t  t o a l l  t h e w o r l d a n d  
d e f e a t  Communism. These two o b j e c t i v e s ,  
p o s s i b l y  t h e  g r e a t e s t  of t h e  age ,  w i l l  
move American people of a l l  walks of l i f e  
i n  f u r n i s h i n g  f a r  more d o l l a r s t h a m h a v e  
gone i n t o  t h e  work of t h e  GiddeonsorA- 
merican Bible  Soc ie ty  combined--our ob- 
j e c t i v e s  a r e  more f a r  reaching.. ." 

Re-enforcing h i s  " a l l  f a i t h s "  (ec-  
a n e n i c a l )  i d e a ,  on Page 2, Jimmie c l i n -  
ched it by saying "...Our dream is--our 
confidence i s - - t h a t  every C h r i s t i a n w i l l  
have a p a r t  i n  t h i s  work and t h a t  m i l -  
l i o n s  of Americans of a l l  f a i t h s w i l l  do 
so too.  .." 

From what b r o t h e r  Lovell  had w r i t -  
t e n  i n  h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  l a s t  
30 t o  35 y e a r s ,  thousands of u s  had de- 
c ided decades ago t h a t  t h e  movement f o r  
r e s t o r i n g  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l ,  
New-Testament f a i t h  and p r a c t i c e  r e a l l y  
meant l i t t l e  o r  nothing t o  him. Yet,  so  
pe r suas ive  and convincing was he  t o  ma- 
ny b r e t h r e n ,  l i t e r a l l y  thousands of i n -  
d i v i d u a l  C h r i s t i a n s  and congregations--  
a l l  a c r o s s  t h e  brotherhood--simply s h u t  
t h e i r  eyes and h e a r t s  t o  what it was he  
was saying a l l  along. "You j u s t  misund- 
e r s tood  him" r o s e  l i k e  a chorus p r a c t i -  
c a l l y  everywhere h i s  f a l s e  con ten t ions  
were mentioned. Even t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  - 

Archie W. Luper, my c o n f i d e n t i a l  f r i e n d  
and fe l low wor ld - t r ave le r ,  r a t h e r  than 
q iv inq  up on Jimmie ( o r  me, e i t h e r )  had - .  
both o f  us  down on our  knees t o g e t h e r  i n  
a  motel room i n  Dal las  mutually praying 
f o r  each o ther!  

Having worked i n t i m a t e l y  wi th  bro- 
t h e r  Lovel l  i n  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  h i s  pro- 
j e c t s  over  t h e  p a s t  23 y e a r s ,  i t c a m e  a s  
a  double shock t o  b r o t h e r  Luper t o  d i s -  
cover  t h a t  Jimmie, n o t  con ten t  wi th  h i s  
open a t t empt  t o  compromise b re th ren  i n -  
t o  having fe l lowsh ip  wi th  "men and wom- 
en o f  a l l  f a i t h s "  (Ephesians 4:5 teach-  
e s  "gne f a i t h "  and Jude 3 t h a t w e  should 
" e a r n e s t l y  contend" f o r  ''a f a i t h "  1, was 
adding i n s u l t  t o  i n j u r y  t o  t h e  cause  of 
t r u t h  by i n v i t i n g  Pat  Boone, of a l l  peo- 
p l e ,  t o  head U D  t h i s  new enthusiasm of 

A t  11:07, t h e  n i g h t  of J u l y  1 7 ,  a s  
I had j u s t  dropped o f f  t o  s l e e p  f o r  t h e  
evening,  I was jerked awake by t h e  t e l -  
ephone. It was b r o t h e r  Luper. Never, a s  
long a s  I have known him, had I d e t e c t -  
ed such a n o t e  o f  d e f e a t  and discourage- 
ment i n  h i s  voice.  H e  had been t a l k -  
i n g  wi th  Jimmie. For approximately an 
hour ,  wi th  t e a r s  i n  h i s  eyes ,  h e h a d a t -  
tempted t o  d i s suade  him, p leading earn-  
e s t l y  t h a t  he n o t d o t h i s  t e r r i b l e  th ing1 
But Jimmie wouldn' t  l i s t e n .  Hehad f u l l y  
made up h i s  mind--and t h a t  was t h a t !  

For t h e  first t ime,  b r o t h e r  Archie 
was see ing  Jirrunie Lovel l  a s  thousands of 
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us had known him t o  be a c r o s s  t h e  yea r s  
--one Who does no t  genuinely b e l i e v e  i n  
l e t t i n g  t h e  New Testament be h i s  only 
r u l e  of f a i t h  and p r a c t i c e !  

The r e s t  of t h a t  evening a n d o n i n -  
t o  t h e  fol lowing morning, b r o t h e r  Luper 
c a r e f u l l y  composed t h e  fol lowing l e t t e r  
t o  b r o t h e r  Love l l ,  t hus  sever ing  a r e -  
l a t i o n s h i p  of 23 y e a r s  e x t e n d i n g a l l  the  
way back t o  h i s  f i r s t m o v i n g t o C a l i f o r n -  
i a  i n  1947. Nothing s h o r t  of open aban- 
donment of t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  r e s t o -  
r a t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of J immieLovellcould 
have caused him t o  do it. Seeing,  howev- 
e r ,  t h a t  h i s  o ld  f r i e n d n o l o n g e r w a s  mo- 
t i v a t e d  by "thus s a i t h  t h e  Lord," under 
d a t e  July 1 7 ,  1970, b ro the r  Luper wrote 
a s  fol lows:  

" M r .  James L. Love l l ,  
P. 0. Box 146 
Palos Verdes E s t a t e s ,  C a l i f o r n i a  90274 

"Dear Jimmie: 

"I am shocked a t  your r e c e n t  dec i -  
s i o n  i n  appoint ing  Pat  Boone t o s e r v e a s  
P res iden t  of your new B i b l e  Foundation 
program. It seems incons i s t en tyouwould  
remove P a t ' s  name from t h e  Board t h a t  
r e p r e s e n t s  'Action '  because o f  h i s  ac- 
ceptance ,  p r a c t i c e a n d  t e a c h i n g t h e  pent- 
e c o s t a l  Doctr ines o f  t h e  baptism of t h e  
Holy S p i r i t  and speaking i n  tongues and 
then appoint  him t o  t h i s  p l a c e  of pre-  
eminence. 

"Aren' t  you concerned, Jimmie, t h a t  
I have explained t o  you i n  d e t a i l  t h e  
problems we a r e  having i n  Ventura coun- 
t y  with members of t h e  church who have 
accepted t h e s e  same Pen tecos ta l  Doc- 
t r i n e s ?  Have I no t  explained j u s t  twen- 
t y - f i v e m i l e s  awaytheThousand Oaks cong- 
r e g a t i o n ,  according t o  B i l l  Rawlins, has 
reached seventy per  cen t  whonow b e l i e v e  
and p r a c t i c e  t h e s e  erroneous d o c t r i n e s ?  
Does it no t  alarm y o u t h a t  t h r e e o f t h e i r  
four  e l d e r s  a r e  numbered w i t h t h e s e v e n -  
t y  per c e n t ?  Does it n o t  cause  you deep 
concern t h a t  Glen S c o t t  ( a  p a r t  o f  t h e  
seventy per  c e n t )  is holdinq weekly RAP 
s e s s i o n s  o r i e n t e d  e s p e c i a l l y t o r e a c h t h e  
young people o f  t h e  church i n  Ventura 
County t o c o n v e r t  thernto Pentecostal ism? 

"Does i t  n o t  a l s o  alarm you t h a t  
Dean Dennis, who was withdrawn from by 
t h e  Santa Ana e l d e r s  and whowas conver t -  
ed t o  Pentecostal ism by Pa t  Boone, i s  
supported by members o f t h i s  church? Does 

i t  n o t  d i s t u r b  you t h a t  Dean Dennis i s  
planning t o  go t o  Honolulu and t h e  O r i -  
e n t  t o  conver t  our people t o  Pentecost-  
a l i sm? 

"More than t h i s ,  does i t  not  con- 
c e r n  you t h a t  Pat  Boone, who s t i l l  has 
h i s  membership a t  Inglewood, i s  booked 
t h i s  coming October wi th  Harold Bredsen 
(ano the r  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  Pentecostalmove- 
ment) t o  d e l i v e r  seve ra lkeyno tespeech-  
e s  on behalf  of t h e  Pentecostalmovement 
throughout Sweden? I s n ' t  it i r o n i c  t h e s e  
meetings a r e  being arranged byLewi Peth- 
r u s ,  t h e  recognizedleaderofthe100,000 
Pen tecos ta l s  i n  Sweden? Does it seem i n  
good t a s t e  t o  you t h a t  a  prominent mem- 
b e r  i n  t h e  Lord ' s  church would use  h i s  
in f luence  i n  ob ta in ing  another  c e l e b r i -  
t y ,  such a s  I n g r i d  Bergman, whonow l i v e s  
i n  P a r i s ,  France,  t o  come over t o  Swed- 
en and g i v e  him a hand i n  t h i s  program? 

" F i n a l l y ,  Jimmie, a r e  you so  na ive  
t o  expect  t h e  Lord 's  people t o  con t inue  
t o  suppor t  ' A c t i o n ' ,  t h e  'Miss-a-Meal' 
and your new BibleFoundationprograms--  
p lus  t h e  use  o f  some of our b r e t h r e n ' s  
names--knowing you have n o t  only embrac- 
ed one of our number who i s  a t e a c h e r o f  
f a l s e  d o c t r i n e s ,  but  a l s o  ho ld ingup  t h e  
hand of t h i s  same person who i s  sowing 
d i scord  among b re th ren?  

"May I inform you, a s  of t h i s  d a t e ,  
I submit my r e s i g n a t i o n  a s  P res iden t  of 
West Coast C h r i s t i a n  Corporat ion and 
p l e a s e  remove my name and in f luence  from 
'Ac t ion ' ,  t h e  'Miss-a-Meal' and your B i -  
b l e  Foundation programs. 

"S ince re ly ,  

(Signed "Archie W. I.uper 

"AWL : df " 

JAME-C L. ~ L E - C  FLAPI-C EXFC-CE', TECITATI\ .ELY 
' I ' ITLEC . "FA?' ECCCIE A:;3 THE G I F T  C F  ~CCIGI!E.?" 

Les t  any suppose t h a t  b ro the r  Lup- 
e r  i s  a lone  i n d i s f e l l o w s h i p p i n g b r o t h -  
e r  Pa t  Boone and those  bidding him "God 
speed,"  such a s  Jimmie Love l l ,  m a y I r e -  
p o r t  t h a t  b re th ren  and churches ape do- 
ino  t h i s  a11 over  t h e  brotherhood. J u s t  
a s  soon as t h i s  i s s u e  of Contendinq f o r  
t h e  F a i t h  becomes widely d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  
a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  I p r e d i c t  t h a t  
a  v i k t u a l  avalanche of c a n c e l a t i o n s  f o r  
Ac t ion ,  Miss-a-Meal and h i s  B ib le  Foun- 
d a t i o n  w i l l  descend on Jimmie fromwhich 
he  w i l l  no t  succeed i n  digging o u t  dur- 
ing  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h i s  genera t i0n .AsJ .D.  
Bales wrote J i m i e ,  when he f i r s t  heard - 
of t h e  foregoing,  if t r u e ,  then when i t  
i s  a l l  over he (Jimmie) would f i n d  him- 
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s e l f  so completely a l i e n a t e d  from h i s  
b re th ren  a s  a  whole t h a t  he would be i n  
f e l lowsh ip  only  with a handful  of Liber-  
a l s  and perhaps a f e w  Pen tecos ta l s  t h u s  
having i n f i l t r a t e d - - l a t e r  being expung- 
ed from--our ranks.  

I n  f a c t ,  t o  speed up t h e  expunging 
p rocess ,  Lord w i l l i n g ,  by o r  about Oct- 
ober  1, 1970, b r o t h e r  Bales w i l l b e g e t -  
t i n g  o u t  h i s  new book ( f o r  which now we 
a r e  accep t ing  o r d e r s )  which he has t en -  
t a t i v e l y  t i t l e d ,  "PAT BOONE ANDTHEGIFT 
OF TONGUES." Based on a t r u l y  enormous 
"dialogue" between himself  and Pat  over 
a  per iod  of many, many months--and doc- 
umented throughout-- this  book w i l l  be a  
d e f i n i t i v e  s tudy ,  n o t  only i n  what t h i s  
misguided b r o t h e r  now b e l i e v e s  and t e a -  
ches  ( s o  con t ra ry  t o  h i s  e n t i r e u p b r i n g -  
i n g )  bu t  a l s o  how he go t  t h e  way he  i s  
r e l i g i o u s l y  now. Moreover, what t h e  a- 
b l e  has t o  say on a l l  p o i n t s  of d i f f e r -  - 
ence involved w i l l  be brought o u t  i n  no 
u n c e r t a i n  terms. If ever  t h e r e  was a 

"must" f o r  every concerned C h r i s t i a n  t o  
make s u r e  he  has i n  h i s  l i b r a r y ,  s u r e l y  
t h i s  new book soon t o  be forthcomina i s  
it! Contendinq f o r  t h e  F a i t h  has  p laced 
an i n i t i a l  s t o c k  o r d e r  f o r  t h i s n e w  book 
by Bales numbering 100 c o p i e s ,  which we 
should have j u s t  a s  soon -as i t c o m e s o f f  
t h e  Dress. i n  October. It w i l l  s e l l  f o r  - - 

$4: If you want us t o  r e s e r v e  a copy f o r  
you, e i t h e r  send us your $4 and we w i l l  
send it t o  you postage-paid a s  soon a s  
it comes from t h e  p r e s s ;  o r  e l s e  l e t  us 
have your -aid o r d e r ,  and w e ' l l  send 
t h e  book and b i l l  you f o r  it plus post -  
age a s  soon a s  it becomes a v a i l a b l e .  I n  
e i t h e r  case .  u l e a s e  address  vour o r d e r  ~ - 

t o  ~ o n t e n d i n q ' f o r  t h e  F a i t h ,  -950 Greer- 
land Drive ,  Nashv i l l e ,  Tennessee 37204. 

NOT EVERYONE IS  BEING "TAKEN I N "  BY PAT 
THOUGH SOME SILLY BRETHRENPROBABLYWILL 
GO ON USING H I M - - N O  MATTER WHAT!! 

Evidence t h a t  n o t  everyone w i l l  go 
a long wi th  Pat  Boone and h i s  depar tu res  

Pat Boone Quits Hollywood & Tours the U.S. 
Pat Boone, the kid with the white buckskin shoes,glistening 

teeth and All-American looks, is packing auditoriums through- AS an Evangelist 
out the country in his present role 
as  evangelist. 

"I'm leaving my career in the hands 
of the Lord," Boone recently told an 
ENQUIRER reporter during an a p  
pearance before a large audience in 
Grand Rapids, Mich. "I trust that He 
will direct me." 

Boone has chucked the Hollywaod 
scene and pop music to spread the 
word of Christ and belt out gospel 
songs. "I believe we must do some- 

thing now about 
1 our world and the 

way things are," 
he said. "People 
need direction and 
it's right here wrth 
God." 

A member of the 
Church of Christ, 
Boone said he has 
baptized many peo- 
ple in his own 
swimming pool at 
his Hills, SMILING PREACHER: Pot Baone, microphone in hand, onswers ques- 
Calif., home. lions osked by members of oudmence he invited on stage. 

"I tell them that 
if they want to be(language and his great-great-great- changed " His social life has changed 
Christians, why, great-granddaddy was old Daniel 1 considerably, though "Since the ward 
wait? The water's8Boone himself. It took some doing by has gotten lound that we're active- 
+$, there and we / movie producers in 19% to get F a t  to 1 ly doing the Lord's work, my wife 
get into the pool."'consent to his first screen kiss. :and I have found that r e  don't receive 

B~~~~~~ switch The 3s-year-old star appears more ( invitations to H O ~ ~ Y W O O ~  parties: 
from matinee idol, at home in his new career as spir- ! Boone said. 
to evangelist is the l itual leader. 1 "We don't mind. We don't drink or ' type of perfect "1 like what I'm doing now:' Boone smoke pot so we aren't interested in 
casting Hollywood said. "This is the way the Lord's di- 
dreams about. rected me. 

PAT ~0~~~ He doesn't dr ink.  :'Maybe some people don't like me 
N ~ W  smoke or use bad 1 this *ay, though I. haven't really 

parties of that sort." 
- DOMINICK A. MERLE 

N A ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~  
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I 1 " j u s t  ayounq man . 
o u t t o m a k e a  name 
f o r  h i m s e l f , "  we 
who t h i n k  we-  

VOI.UME VI No. 1  
MAY 1970 

Pat's New Song 
I t  was  a l m o s t  a year  a g o  tha t  we f i r s t  ca l l ed  a t t en t ion  to  P a t  Boone's f r a t e r n i z a t i o n  

with f a l s e  t e a c h e r s  of the  "ho l iness"  s e c t s .  S o m e  b r e t h r e n ,  of course, w e r e  posi t ive t h a t  
that  we were  just  witch hunting and  thus s e e i n g g h ~ s t s  when none w a s  t h e r e .  Wel l -mean ing  
but m i s g u i d e d  b r e t h r e n  r u s h e d  t o h i s d e f e n s e  and thus ,  in  rea l i ty  paved the  way f o r  P a t ' s  
p r e s e n l  ful l - f ledged P e n t e c o s t a l  apos tasy .  

In a r e c e n t  i s s u e  of T E S T I X o K Y  m a g a n n e  a p p e a r s  a n a r t i c l e  by P a t  Boone \ rh ichbeg ins  
in the  fol lowing fashion:  "About a y e a r  ago, on m y  knees ,  I  m e t  J e s u s  as m y  L o r d  and .  

saan a f t e r w a r d ,  seek ing  a l l  t h a t  God had f o r  m e ,  I r e c e i v e d  the  Holy S p i r i t  and  tongues!" 
B r o t h e r  Fa t  h a s b e e n  a m e m b e r o f t h e c h u r c h  f a r  twenty one y e a r s  a n d y e t  h e  " m e t  J e s u s "  
only l a s t  y e a r .  If t h a t  i s n ' t  pathet ic!  He e x p e r i e n c e d  f h l s  conf ron ta t ion  a f t e r  s tudying 
with " s e v e r a l  Sp i r i t - f i l l ed  m e n  whose  dai ly l i v e s  r a d i a t e d  joy. power and love.  Among 
t h e s e  w e r e  David Wi lkerson ,  Ralph Wilkerson,  G e o r g e  O t i s .  and  H a r a l d  B r e d s e n .  " P a t  
h a s  a s s e r t e d .  "It is i m p o s s i b l e  to be a r o u n d  t h e s e  m e n  and  to  deny tha t  God is i n  t h e i r  
l ives ,  Leading, shielding,  b l e s s i n g  and  us ing  t h e m  in mighty ways."  He f u r t h e r  d e c l a r e s :  

"Af te r  s tudying one evening with G e o r g e  O t i s ,  in  the  qu ie t  ol h i s  home,  we a g r e e d  
to  a s k  J e s u s  to  bapt ize m e  in H i s  S p i r i t  (Matthew 3:11) .  \ s  I  began  lo s p e a k  soft ly ,  
hes i t an t ly ,  in  1henewLanpuage tha t  He w a s  g iv ingme,  G e o r g e  sudden ly  sctgpested t h a t  I  
s i n g  m y  p r a i s e  to the  L o r d ,  with the he lp  of H i s  Holy Sp i r i t .  1 immrdiaLely yielded 
m y  v o i c e a n d  h e a r d m y s e l f  s ing ing  a thrilling new song,  the  n o r d s  anrl the melody c o m -  
posed spon taneau i ly  by God's  Spir i t !  How can 1 d e s c r i b e  the  joy of tha t  h o u r -  How 
c a n  m e r e l l u m a n  w a r d i c o n v e y  the s o u l - c l e a n s i n g  Lhriilof comniunlc3t ing s o i n t ~ m a t e -  
ly with J e h o v a h  God, ' H i s  S p l r i t  bearing wi tness  \ & i t h o u r  s p i r i t . t h a t  n e a r e  the c h i l d -  
ren of God!' ( R o m a n s  8 : l 6 ) .  

"All 1 know is tha t  I  w a s  p r a i s i n g  God, loving God, thanking God, and  v a r s h i p p i n g  
God, comple te ly  f r e e  of the r e s l r i c t i o n s  and l imi ta t ions  of m y  f in i t e  minil.  I  h n e ~ v  
what I w a s  feeling, and God knew %hat  1 was  feel ing,  50 i h a t  need  i n s  l l i e re  to s e l f -  
c ~ n s c i o u s l y  s t r u g g l e  to put m y  f e e l i n g s  in to  Engl i sh  ,words? T h e  Holy S p i r i t  i l a i  t a h -  
ing ca re  o f  the voca l  p a r t  o f  i t ,  l u s t  as  God ~ i ro rn i se r l  He irould! ( R o m z n i  8:Zfi). " 

In sp i t e  of t h i s  " test imony" f r o m  h i s  own mouth,  s o m e  b r e t h r e n  s t i l l  h i l l  not  hel leve 
tha t  P a t  h a s  gone t h i s  f a r .  T h e r e  i s  none so blind s i  lrim ivho will not  see! W e  s i n c l r c l )  
p r a y  that  o u r  b r o t h e r  will soon renounce t h i s  h e r e s y  - but as i t  s t a n d s  now, he is  gotle! 

It is a l ready  p a s t  t i m e  when P a t  should have h r r n  discipl ined.  I t  is ou r  f i r m  coni-ic- 
l ion t h a t  both individuals and congrega t ions  who c o n t i t n ~ e  to  condone o r  use P a t  Baane 
should be publicly marked .  

If youwish  t o r r a r n i n e  P a t ' s  c o m p l e t e  t e s t imony  as well as  t h o s e  o f  t i r o o t h e r  a p o s t a t e  
b r e t h r e n  (Ben  J .  F r a n k l i n  and Dean  Dennis)  wr i t e  f o r  a cop) of i . ! ? T f v , - j ?  (Val. \-111, 
F i r s t  Quar te r .  1970, No.2) 2420 San G a b r i e l  B lvd . ,  Rosemend ,  C X  91770, p r ice  25c.  

from t h e  f a i t h  i s  presented  above; a l s o ,  
a s  on Pages 6  and 7. Brother  WayneJack- 
son ,  m i n i s t e r  of t h e  Eas t  Main S t r e e t  
congregat ion ,  a t  3906 East  Main S t r e e t ,  
S tockton,  C a l i f o r n i a  95205, i s  t h e  much 
esteemed e d i t o r  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Couri- 
e r ,  which i s  publ ished monthlv bv t h a t  -. 
wel l - respecteb  body of b r e t h r e n , ; h o a r &  
" s e t  f o r  t h e  defence  of t h e  aosDelV t h e  
same a s  t h e  a p o s t l e  Paul s a i d  & was. f 
never  cease  t o  thank God f o r  such exem- 
p l a r y  C h r i s t i a n s  a s  these .  Although t h e  
above e d i t o r i a l - a r t i c l e  c o s t  t h i s  cour-  
ageous young e v a n g e l i s t  t h e  contemptuous 
r e v i l i n g  and persecut ionof  a c e r t a i n e d -  
i t o r  who ouqht t o  know b e t t e r ,  a s  being 

be t te ;  than  s a i d  
e d i t o r  could  n o t  
p o s s i b l y  r e j e c t  
t h i s  a t t a c k m o r e ;  
Perhaps i f  s a i d  
e d i t o r  had been 
concen t ra t ing  on 
defending sound 
d o c t r i n e ,  r a t h e r  
than  on indefen- 
s i b l y  t r y i n g  t o  
uphold Pat  aoone 
i n  what c a n n o t &  
s c r i p t u r a l l y  up- 
h e l d ,  he  poss ib-  
ly n i g h t  have seen  
c l e a r e r  j u s t  how 
t o  c a s t  o u t  t h e  
"moteUin h i s  bro- 
t h e r ' s  eye. When 
b r e t h r e n  a l l  ov- 
e r  America r e a l -  
i zed  s a i d  e d i t o r  
was b e t r a y i n g t h e  
cause  o f  t r u t h - -  
a s  he  dead s u r e  
was i n  h i s  "Pat  
Boone" e d i t o r i a l  
--they withdrew 
from him i n  t h e i r  
h e a r t s  i n  droves.  
I n  f a c t ,  i f  t h i s  
same e d i t o r  does 
n o t  now t a k e  t h e  
necessary  a c t i o n  
t o  c l e a r  h imsel f  
i n  t h i s  perverse-  
ness - -e spec ia l ly  
now t h a t  Pa th im-  
s e l f  no longer  i s  
t r y i n g  t o k e e p  i t  
a  s e c r e t  t h a t  he 
has gone o f f  a f -  
t e r  Pen tecos ta l -  
ism--claiming t o  

have been bap t i zed  wi th  theHolv  S p i r i t ,  
t o  have wi tnessed  m i r a c l e s ,  and even t o  
be s p e a k i n q ( a n d n t o n q u e s ! - - i f  
s a i d  e d i t o r  cannot  now c o r r e c t  h i s  mis- - 
t a k e  be fo re  t h e  whole brotherhood,  then  
it would appear  t h e  t ime has  come f o r  a  
new e d i t o r !  And, i n  c a s e  s a i d  e d i t o r  i s  
of a  mind t o  c o n t e s t  t h i s  m a t t e r w i t h m e  
o r  anyone e l s e  any f u r t h e r ,  why bo the r?  
The f a c t s  a r e  p l a i n  f o r  a l l  t o  see .  P a t  
Boone has  j u s t  gone o f f  i n t o  Pentecos t -  
a l i s m  and t h a t  i s  a l l  t h e r e  i s  t o  it. To 
delay brotherhood-wide withdrawal i s  ab- 
s o l u t e l y  p o i n t l e s s .  Pentecos ta l i sm's  en- 
croachment i n t o  churches of C h r i s t  might 
be s e r v e d ,  bu t  n o t  t h e  t r u t h o f t h e g o s p e l .  
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M E  END OF THE ROAD 

It is tragic to see men walk in darkness and error when they have a Bible t o  guide into light and t iuth.  It is double tragedy 
wlten one knows the way of truth and then embracer error in its most deceitful form. Error, like fire cannot be played 
with and not get caught in its consequences. 

Some of our younger   reachers listening lo misguided teachers in some schools jumped on false teaching o f  the direct 
operation of the Holy Spirit in the Chrirtian.The end of  the road for this position is the false claim for every miraculous 
operailon of the Holy Spirit during the period of the giving a f  the revelation of the gospel and its confirmation. I realize 
that many have not gone this kr but if they follow their position to its conclusion that where it will ultimate lead. 

Y o u t l ~  meetings lhave promoted the claim o f  direct operations. Turning out the lights, holding hands and emotional excite- 
ment were designed lo be the means and evidence of the Holy Spirit working. Pat  Boone has been used in and contributed 
to a number of these type meetings. He has been on  more than one "Holiness healing" programs. Evidently he  has now 
reached the end of the road. 

Someone placed my name on the mailing list for one of these Pentecostal healing magazines. The last two issuer have 
carried notices about Pat. Whell~er Pat accepted the Pentecostal doctrine as indicated in these statements, I d o  not know. 
What I d o  know is that there statements show that the Pentecostal people consider him as "one of them." I a m  printing 
the two statements from the last two issues. One reports that  Pa! is supposed to have received the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit. Both statements encourage people to send in for his new record of "RAPTURE" songs. Rapture is just another 
word of Prcmillennialirm. 

FRANKLIN CAMP IS ANOTHER OF OUR ESTEEMED 
EDITORS NOT DECEIVED BY BOONE'S DEPARTURE 

ENJOY ONE 
Another of our c l ea r - see ing  e d i t o r s ,  

HOUR W I T H  
who i s  no t  deceived concern inqPa tBoone ' s  PAT BOONE 
abandonment of t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  p r i n c i p l e ,  
i s  b ro the r  F rank l in  Camp, m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  
Shades Mountain congregat ion ,  i n  Birming- 
ham, Alabama, and fe l low e d i t o r w i t h R o y  J. 
Hearn of t h a t  wonderful gospel  p e r i o d i c a l  
c a l l e d  First 

We have iust received the report that Pat 
Boone has received the Holy Spirit Baptism 
and ringr only for the Lord. We have decided 
lo send this 1.P stereo album free and port 
paid those who contribute 15.00 to help us 
reach the youth. See tlis story in last month'r 
"Chris~ian Life Magazine." 

- 

Centurv Chris- 
&, of Mem- 
p h i s ,  Tennes- 
see .  Camp s e e s  
t h i s  t h i n g  -- 
a n d i s  c a l l i n g  
it-- " l i k e  it 

NEW SONGS OF 
i s . "  RAPTURE.. . 

A l l  o th-  
er m a t t e r ,  a s  
i t  appears  on 
t h i s  page, i s  
photographic-  
a l ly- reprodu-  
ced from bro- 
t h e r  F rank ' s  
l o c a l  * ~ l l e t -  
&I, which he  
s t y l e s  a s  "The 
Word of L i f e , "  
i s s u e  f o r  May 
1 0 ,  1970. 

Except he 
r e p e n t ,  t r u l y  
t h i s  ends t h e  
road f o r  Pat  
amonq church- 

Rcld  Pa, ROO""', l e s l m o r n  in Chr,.,,zn 
Life. how hr hxr recoii~ed ih" I - r r rnl i  I."*. 
,,re< and l i n w r  for ,he Lord On 3 h'*'% record- 
i " ~  h ri"l'r man" u"ndrrll8l rnn,-lrd .""!. 
Send 55.00 on onr Hollll.ld cnlr idc and a r  
will =nd lhir I p. albllm free and port paid 

BIGGEST NEWS EVER.. 
, \ I1 creaflon is  now breathleasly awaltlng that 
alor~our RAPTURE Pat Boone proclams in song 

. . . Pat Bmne's RAPTURE has been heralded 
as the greatest new religious m o r d  in 35 years. 

You w8II thrill to hear the famous baritone (a dlrect 
descendant at Daniel Boone) ring "Mine eyer have 
seen the glory 01 !he coming of the Larc . w ~ t h  
olcheltra conducted by Paul Micilplson Path,, wife 
Shirler (daughter of the tale recordlng artlst. Red 
Faley) and their lour daughters have been rnglng 
and w:tnerring in youth rallces andon many nation 
wide broadcarts and telecartr. Thlr album features 
!avorites he h a s  done-such a: Sobun l rom His Glory. 
Someday-Sometime He Toucher 'Ye At1 He Wants 8s 
YCU Face lo Face. and many ~ l r r r  

e s  OF C h r i s t .  
Such a  pity!! 
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Pat Boone, Dean Den- 
n i s ,  Ben Franklin--and 
Jimmie Lovell--clearly 
a r e  not  t h e  ones 
who a r e  headed out of 
t h e  fellowship of t h e  
churches of C h r i s t .  A t  
t h i s  po in t ,  almost any 
number of well-known 
names amongus seeming- 
l y  a r e  determined upon 
such a cour se , a swe l l .  

Not t he  most ob- 
scure  among these,  by 
any means, i s  John A l -  
l en  Chalk. More than 3 
years now have elapsed 
s ince  I f i r s t  began t o  
be aware t h a t  John A l -  
l e n ' s  hear t  simply was 
not i n  sympathywithour 
e f f o r t s  t o  r e s t o r e  New 
Testament Chr i s t i an i ty  
t o  i t s  o r ig ina l  basis .  

What f i r s t  brought 
t h i s  t o  my a t t en t ion ,  
as  I reca l1 ,wasno t i c -  
ino. i n  h i s r e a u l a r d e -  < ,  - 
partment i n  20th Cent- 
urv Chr is t ian ,  ca l l ed  
" Ins i an t , "  t h a t  he ap- 
  eared t o  be qe t t i ng  
Hlmost a l l  of h i s  "in: 

On Apri129,1967, 
a f t e r  studying a t  some 
length what should be 
done, i f  anything, re-  
garding t h i s  mat ter ,  I 
decided t o  w r i t e  him a 
l e t t e r  of pro tes t .  The 
l e t t e r  r e a d a s  follows: 

"John Allen Chalk 
% Church of Chris t  
5th and Highland 
Abilene, Texas 

Dear John Allen: 

"When I consider t i  
churches of - Chris t  whom 
pec ia l ly  ta len ted ,  you 1 
mong t h e  foremost. That 

le 
I 

tal 
Y' 

b 

Minister Critics 
-4 

Reject Obscenity 
Label for'Cowboyl 

By S A M  PENDERGRAST 
I U p r i m N e a a  ANI Editor 
When the movR " W g h l  

CodQy" opened at  tbe Para- 
mount here last m e r ,  Ulis 
revierser wrote a shwl, some 
what llippant analysis pr-g 
the acting ot Dustin Ho(fmul 
and what seemed appogiate 
m a s t i n g  of Jon Voighc 
together with the admonition 
that "It b defkitely not a movie 
about a men acd iik f a i W  
born." 
There haw been a lot d mid- 

I niahts since thatL"im 
The m e  m the title of 

"Best Mone of 1%9" in 
baUotti0g by memben of the 
Mdion FW,ue Acadmv. and 

stars were nmninaied for 
aeting honm. It has been shown 
to millions of viewers with 
mixed reactions ranging from 
djsaust and disbelid to warm 
prak and even ak& w m U i  
ful respect. 

Film Called 'Sf 

TIIE 'LCOwBoY" returned to 
Abilene Wednesday night a t  Ule 
Majestre Theater after short 
m s  at the Paramount and a 
drive-in theater here, and in the 
context of court action in 
Bromvmd *lay 01 
th? movie has been intempted 
by charges ot +enity by law 
enlorcement offinals. 

In that sihlation, a typical 
"mwie nitid' rwiew seem to 
be mmmhat w i d e  th? mlnL 
and - in any ease -- thi6 
reviewer has already given his 
v ims of the movie and rwiews 
of re- are not cktomary. 
-So we invited three Abilene . . 

two of t h e m  
with local c h h -  

affiliated mueges, to see the 
film and make mmments, par: 
titularly on the question d 
whether or not "Midnight 
m y "  is obscene. 

,Tong Sermon' 
. I 0  A N  ~r.1.m C BALK.  relatiomhim lnot as maov as . ..... 

n a t i o ~ ~ ~ y - h o r n  minister d UI6 
Highland Church d CMst In 
Abilene, saw Ule movie for the 
first time weim5day. 
In a aanmentarg 

released to Tbe ~ N ~ .  
k Mid: 
" 'Midnight C 0 w b 0.f 

palgnantly dePeribes Uls dn5ie 
disease of our ma te r iWc .  
impersonal era - lonelines. 
The stow reveak t h e  
redem~tive m e r  in one 

~~~~ ~ r- . 
09 would aee In m e  'R' 
movies) are, in my judgment, 
u ~ e c e s a q  and, Ulaefme, both 
permally and &ally unac- 
ceptable. h t  the mature adult 
who kMwing that 'Mldnlght 
Cowboy' is an 'X'-rated movie 
can eome away with a deep 
c c m  for the loneliness In his 
own life aid a greater aware 
ness d the lonely people all 
around hlm!' 

mean&W, inutually mprul m AN m m n i t h  mi 
hrman RL1timrhip. reporter, Mr. Chalk enlarged on 

"U*~telYs many him hi,impression of allat he 
view LMS his N standard enter- called the "redemptive aali ty 
tainment fm rather than as 1 h  MI, 

add. 
. ~ - - ~  --.. -. 

' m e  explidt soeaes d both 
w "&ten d m  and h c p  

hetemseaual and hmmsRual Turn ta COWBOY, Fg. $A 

JOHN ALLEN CBALK . . . C h m h  d CMsf mlnlsta . i 

DR BERT AFFLECK SR 
. . . M c M w  dnister  

DR. GUY GREENFIELD 8 

joyed my esteem and admiration goes with- 
out saying. Therefore, please weigh what 
I wish t o  c a l l  t o  your a t t e n t i o n a s  coming 
from a hear t  f u l l  o fapprec ia t ionandkind-  
ness toward you personally. 

brethren among "There was a time, when our brethren 
deem t o  be es- could not care  l e s s  what some secular  o r  

ke yourp lacea -  s ec t a r i an  theologian might have t o  say a- 
su haveever en- bout anythinq. It was our conviction t h a t  

Denise
Placed Image

Denise
Placed Image

Denise
Placed Image

Denise
Placed Image

Denise
Placed Image

Denise
Placed Image
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what God had t o  say about it was s u f f i c i e n t .  
A s  Jesus rebuked t h e  d e v i l  i n  Matthew 4 ,  we 
pointed t o  what was ' w r i t t e n ' ,  l e t t i n g  ' t hus  
s a i t h  t h e  Lord' be t h e  end of t h e  whole matter. 

"Within t h e  pas t  t e n  o r  l s y e a r s ,  almost 
in sens ib ly ,  we seem t o  have go t t en  away from 
t h i s  building on t h e  rock t o  bui ld ing  on the  
sands of humanopinion. E v e n t o t h e e x t e n t  t h a t  
we sometimes f a i l  t o  d i s t ingu i sh  between t h e  
' i n s i g h t s '  of worldly theologians and 20th 
Century Chr i s t i an i ty !  

"Of l a t e ,  I have been s o r e d i s t r e s s e d b y  
t h e  growing tendency of  someofourmoreprcm- 
inen t  preachers among us quoting these  men, 
who, a f t e r  a l l ,  a r e  ju s t  a s  m a s  you and 
I,  a s  though i tmadeany d i f f e r e n c e a t  a l l  what 
theV sa id .  It doesn' t .  

"But when I noted r ecen t lv  t h a t  vou had ~~ - ~ ~ . ~ - ~  - - ~ -  -. ' - ~ ~ -  - , - ~  -- 

s t a r t e d  running whole columns f u l l  of t hese  
quota t ions ,  under the  heading of 'INSIGHT', 
i n  t h e  20th Century Chr is t ian ,  and t h i s  with- 
out  one word t o  w a r n b r e t h r e n t h a t t h e s e w r i t -  
e r s  a r e  s k i l l e d  fa lse- teachers  ! I f e l t  it 
was time t o  r e g i s t e r  my personal object ion.  
I do not be l ieve  such a  column of quotat ions 
almost wholly from f a l s e  teachers  has any 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  whatever i n  a  magazine suppos- 
ed t o  be Chr is t ian .  

"That vou read widelv and can r e a l l v  . ~ ~ 
~ A - - - -  

wri t e ,  I agree. However, I pray t h a t y o u w i l l  
be l e s s  concerned what these  fa lse- teachers  
a r e  saying and g e t  back on t h e  book. A rap- 
i d l y  forming apostasy is taking hold i n  t h e  
church. That a  d iv i s ion  is coming, I h a v e n o t  
the  s l i g h t e s t  doubt. Such ' i n s i g h t s '  a s  your 
column can bu t  con t r ibu te  t o  it. I don ' t  be- 
l i e v e  t h a t  is what you want. Cer ta in ly  I do 
not. I n  the  cause of t r u t h ,  (Signed) Ira."  

Three years  and th ree  months have elao- 
sed s i n c e  t h a t  day in A p r i l ,  1967, t h a t 1  s e n t  
the foreaoina l e t t e r  t o  John Allen. A s  v e t .  I - - A ~, 
have received no r ep ly  of any kind from him, 
d i r ec t ly .  He go t o  brother J. M. Powell, 
one of t h e  dea res t  f r i ends  I have t h i s  s i d e  
of heaven, and ask t o  use his inf luence  
with me t o  t r y  t o  g e t m e  not t o  bring out  my 
"Axe on t h e  Root," Volme I. Brother Powell 
promised him t h a t  he would speak t o  me about 
it. He d i d  so. I handed h imthegal ley-proofs  
of  t h e  whole book, askinghimtoreadthem-- in  
fu l l - - then  t o  advise  me a s  he saw f i t .  Af ter  
two days,  he brought the  gal ley-proofs back, 
saying,  "P r in t  it!" I did. Meanwhile, Volume 
I so ld  out and had t o  be re-printed;VolumeE --- 
i s  almost exhausted ( j u s t  a  few hundred cop- 
i e s m : a n d f h e b r o t h e r h o o d  is wri t ina  i n  
fo r  Ldu& U t o  give  out  among conceGned 
brethren pv t h e  m! Besides which, l i t e r -  
a l l y  hundreds of bre thren ,  who missed out on 
Volumes I and a e a r l i e r ,  a r e  sending i n  2, 
saying, "Send me the  whole s e t  of Axe on t h e  
Root, Volumes 2, and=? (NOTE: Any who - 
may want them, p lease  address your order  e i -  
t h e r  t o  your f a v o r i t e  book s t o r e  o r  d e a l e r ,  
or  e l s e  tocontendinq f o r t h e F a i t h ,  950 Greer- 
land Drive, Nashvil le ,  Tennessee 37204.) 

I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Chr is t ian  Chronicle, 
l a t e r  on, John Allen grumped t h a t n o b r o t h e r -  
hood "mogul" was going t o  t e l l  what t o  
read! Unconscious a s  I am of being a  "mogul" 

(whatever that i s - - i t  s u r e  sounds bad! ), i t ' s  
e n t i r e l y  poss ib le  t h a t  t h i s  may not have r e -  
f e r r ed  t o  me. However, it was c loseenoughto  
t h e  time t h a t  I had wr i t t en  him t h e  forego- 
ing l e t t e r  t h a t  I f e l t  it miqht be meant f o r  
me t o  see. I f  so ,  then it missed t h e p o i n t  of 
my l e t t e r  e n t i r e l y .  I was not  making any a t -  
tempt t o  r egu la t e  - reading -. I = 
t rv ina .  however. t o  Dersuade him from o f f e r -  
in; t h e  doc t r ines  anh commandments of men t o  
h i s  readers  i n  t h e  name of 20th Centurv Chris- - ~~ - -  ~ ~ -- 
t i a n i t y .  They a r e  not t h e  same! I n  f a c t ,  they 
a r e  not even connected with each other! Yet, 
t h e  l a s t  copy I saw o f the20 thCen tu rvChr i s -  
t i a n  t h a t  I happened t o  s e e ,  t he re  were bro- - 
t h e r  Chalk's secular/sectarian"insiqhts" pa- 
radinq i n  t h e  name of New Testament Chr i s t i -  
an i ty!  The whole th ing  i s  a  cont radic t ion  i n  
terms: 

When one of John Al l en ' s  r a d i o s e r i e s  on 
Herald of Truth c o s t  Highland so much broth- 
erhood support t h a t  they had t o  t a k e  him o f f  
t h e  a i r  o r  l e t  t h e  program go under, it was 
widely a d v e r t i s e d t h a t h e w o u l d b e d o i n g g r a d u -  
a t e  s tud ies  a s  well  a s  working wi th theyoung 
people i n  a  c e r t a i n  a rea  i n  Georgia. Out of 
t h e  b lue ,  a  few weeks l a t e r ,  t h e  brotherhood 
was astounded t o  l ea rn  t h a t  John Allen would 
not  be going t o  Georgia, a f t e r  a l1 ,bu twou ld  - 
continue o n a t  Highland a s  l o c a l m i ~ , i n -  
stead! Brethren i n  general  d i d n o t  understand 
t h i s  ---and s t i l l  don't! When a c e r t a i n  
preacher-friend of mine inquired o f a h i g h l y -  
placed brother  a t  Highland why t h i s  had been 
done. he was t o l d  " to  save John Allen." Some - - -  ~ .~ - 

of us a r e n ' t  too  s u r e  i t ' s  going tosaveJohn  
Allen. However, i f  t h e r e  is any t r u t h  i n  t h e  
Reporter-News a r t i c l e  reproduced o n t h e f o r e -  
going page, t h e r e  seems t o  be plenty of rea-  
son t o  wonder i f  he w i l l  not f i n a l l y  succeed 
i n  corrupting the  Highland Churchof Christ-- 
and not  j u s t  d o c t r i n a l l y ,  e i the r !  I f  t h e  e l -  
ders  a t  Highland/Abilene a r e  going t o  tu rn  a  
b l ind  eye t o  an offense a s  f l a g r a n t  a s  this, 
then t h e  quest ion a r i s e s  a s  t o  j u s t  how s a f e  
--from t h e  standpoint  of C h r i s t i a n i t y  on t h e  
whole--are t h e  hands i n t o  which theHera ldof  
-work has been ent rus ted?  

Brethren a t  Highland, think! . . . . . . . 
From a l l  Darts of the  brotherhood. ord- , - 

e r s  f o r  ~ o n t e n h i n q  fo r  t h e  Fa i th  a r e  l i t e r a l -  
l y  pourinq in! -01 congregations a s  well  
a s  indiv iduals  a r e p l a c i n g o r d e r s  f o r  monthly 
bundles ranging from 15, t o  2, t o  a, to- 
on up t o  200 oc even 500 copies per  month! A 
bro ther  i n  Lubbock, Texas, whom t h e  Lord has 
r i c h l y  b l e s sed ,  asked us t o  send a bundle t o  
everv conclreqation i n  Lubbock over t h e  next 
severa l  months--and t o  send the  b i l l  t o  him! 
The f i r s t  mailing--to Lubbock, alone--total-  
ed 3,500 copies.  Another bro ther ,  inAbi lene ,  
has of fered  t o  do t h i s  same th inq  f o r a l l  t h e  
churches in  Abilene--and t o  pay h a l f t h e c o s t  
-- i f  someone w i l l  volunteer  t o  pay the  other 
ha l f !  Brother Luper has agreed t o  pay - 
t h e  cos t  of mailing t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e  t o  
everv conqreaation i n  the  United S t a t e s  - - i f  
o thers  w i l l  con t r ibu te  t o  make up t h e  other 
hal f !  W i l l  vou help on t h i s ?  Also, i f  e i t h e r  - 
YOU o r  Your conqreqation want enouah coo- . . ,~ 
i e s  co g ive  our co 11 vour fami l ics  c3ct:is- 
s ~ c ,  send us  your :?andineorner. 1n t l i , . ,  IYRJr. - 

BUNDLE RATES: 15  copies,  $1; 30 copies ,  $2 ; 50 copies ,  $3; 100 copies ,  $5; 1,000 copies ,  $40 
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CONTINUING TO USE SUCH FALSE TEACHERS Ira Y. Rice, l r .  

A S  JOHN McRAY AND WESLEY REAGAN? 9 5 0  Greerlsnd Drive 
Nashville, Tennessee 37204 

Dear Brethren:  

When it comes t o  determining who & (o r  is  not) a f a l s e  
t e a c h e r ,  t h e  u l t i m a t e  t e s t  i s  no t  what ou o r  I m a y o r m a y n o t  
t h i n k  about it ( i t  could no t  mat te r  l e s k  b u t ,  r a t h e r ,  WHAT 
D I D  - GOD SAY! A s  t h e  prophet  from God phrased i t ,  i n  I s a i a h 8 :  
19-20, "And when they s h a l l  say unto you, Seek unto t h e m t h a t  
have f a m i l i a r  s p i r i t s ,  and unto wizards t h a t  peep, and t h a t  
mut ter :  should n o t  a people seek unto  t h e i r  God? f o r t h e l i v -  
irig t o  t h e  dead? To t h e  a n d t o t h e t e s t i m o n y : i f t h e y  speak 
n o t  accordinq ~~ t o  t h i s  word, i t  i s  because t h e r e  i s  no l i q h t  
i n  them. " 

With t h i s  thought i n  mind, over  t h e  pas t  30 d a y s , I h a v e  
been making another  g r e a t  s tudy of j u s t  what it was, b a s i c l y  
speaking,  t h a t  God's a p o s t l e  Paul was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a young 
preacher  t o  unders tand,  when he wrote t h e  book of I Timothv. 
A few cogent e x c e r p t s ,  i n  sequence, should h e l p  us  a l l t o u n -  
ders tand.  For i n s t a n c e ,  i n  Chapter 1, v e r s e s  3 and 4 ,hemen-  
t i o n s  having "besought" Timothy ( f e e l  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h a t  
word, besouqht)  "...that thou mightes t  charqe some t h a t  they 

I n  v e r s e  5 ,  Paul d e c l a r e s  t h a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  command- 
ment, among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  must be o u t  of " f a i t h  unfeiqned,"  
i -e . ,  f a i t h  which n o t  only i s  without   ret tense but  which a l -  
so  i s  accord ins  t o  t h e  doc t r ine .  

Concerning t h a t  f a i t h ,  i n  v e r s e s  6 and 7 ,  he says  t h a t  
some, even then ,  had "swerved" a n d ,  "turned a s i d e  un to  vain 
j anq l inq ;  d e s i r i n g  t o  be  t eache r s  of t h e  law; _understandin% 
n e i t h e r  whst they  say nor  whereof they affirm." 

The law i s  good, he  t e l l s  us i n  v e r s e  8 ,  " i f  a man use  
i t  lawful ly .  I n  ve r ses  9 and 10 he s p e c i f i e s  many types  con- 
cerning whom t h e  law i s  " fo r  ," concluding,  ". . .and i f  t h e r e  
be any o t h e r  ----- t h i n q  t h a t  is contrarvtosounddoctrine; accord- 
ing t o  €55-glorious gospel  of t h e  b l e s sed  God which was - com- 
mi t t ed  t o  my t rus t . "  ( v e r s e  1 1 )  
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Dropping down t o  v e r s e  1 8 f f ,  Paul 
con t inues ,  "This charge  I commit unto 
t h e e ,  son Timothy,. . . that thou...might- 
e s t  war a qood war fa re ;  holding faith, 
and a good consc ience;  which some hav- 
ing p u t  awav concerning faith have made 
shipwreck: o f  whom is Hvmeneus and Alex- 
-; whom I have d e l i v e r e d u n t o s a t a n ,  
t h a t  they may l e a r n  n o t  t o  blaspheme." 

I n  Chapter 2 ,  r a t h e r  than i t  being 
of l i t t l e  o r  no consequence j u s t  what we 
t e a c h  o r  a r e  t a u g h t ,  Paul d e c l a r e s  t h a t  
"...God...will have a l l  men t o b e s a v e d ,  
and t o  come unto  t h e  knowled e of t h e  
truth." ( v e r s e s  3 and + 4 

I n  Chapter 3,  v e r s e  9 , " H o l d i n g t h e  
t h e  mystery of t h e  f a i t h  i n  a p u r e  con- 
science."  Verses 1 4  and 15:  "These t h i n q s  
w r i t e  I unto thee . . . th&thoumayes tknow 
how thou ouqh tes t  t o  behave t h y s d f  i n  
t h e  house of God, which is t h e c h u r c h o f  
t h e  l i v i n g  God, t h e  p i l l a r  andgroundof  
t h e  t r u t h . "  

That t h e r e  was imminent danqer o f  
apos ta sy  and t h a t  it made a d i f f e r e n c e  
t o  God whether t h e  f a i t h  was kep t  a- - o r  n o t ,  i s  c l e a r  from Chapter 4. 
"Now t h e  S p i r i t  speaketh  e x p r e s s l y , "  he 
beqins v e r s e  1, " t h a t  in t h e l a t t e r  t imes 
some s h a l l  d e p a r t  from t h e  f a i t h ,  g iv ing  
heed t o  seducina  s ~ i r i t s ,  and d o c t r i n e 2  
of d e v i l s ;  speaking l i e s  i n  hvoocr isx ;  
having t h e i r  c o n s c i e n c e s e a r e d w i t h a h o t  m.. . " 

Verse 3 r e f e r s  t o  them which "be- 
l i e v e  and know t h e  truthM--showing t h a t  
t h e  t r u t h  can be no t  only  
a l s o  known, which some of us  now deny! 

To be a "qood m i n i s t e r  o f  Jesus 
C h r i s t ,  nourishedupinthewordsoffaith 
and o f  qood d o c t r i n e  ," ~ i m o f h ~  xas  , among 
other  t h i n q s ,  both t o  " ~ u t  t h e  b re th ren  
i n  remembrance of ~ h e s e ' t h i n q s "  a s  w e l l  
a s  t o  " re fuse  profZfiS-Znd o l d  wives fa- -... " v e r s e s  6 and 7 )  

I n s t e a d  of teaching whatever might 
come t o  mind, Paul i n s t r u c t e d ,  "These 
t h i n g s  command and teach."  ( v e r s e  11) 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  being an example o f  
t h e  b e l i e v e r s  i n  conversa t ion ,  i n  char-  
i t y ,  i n  s p i r i t ,  i n  f a i t h  and i n  p u r i t y ,  
Timothy was t o  be  an e x a m p l e o f t h e  
b e l i e v e r s  " in  word." ( v e r s e  1 2 )  

Not only  was he t o  "g ive  a t tendance"  
t o  reading and e x h o r t a t i o n ,  bu t  a l s o  t o  
"doctr ine."  ( v e r s e  1 3 )  

Rather  than  l e t t i n g  a l l  s o r t s  o f  
wi ld ,  doub t fu l ,  u n c e r t a i n  thoughts  and 

i d e a s  c l a i m h i s  a t t e n t i o n ,  Timothywas t o  
"medi ta te  upon t h e s e  t h i n g s , ' ,  l e e . ,  t h e s e  
t h i n q s  which Paul s o  c a r e f u l l v  had been 
s e t t i n g  o u t ,  g iv ing  himself  "wholly" t o  
them, ". . . tha t  t h y  p r o f i t i n q  may appear  
t o  a l l . "  ( v e r s e  1 5 )  

Rather than  j u s t  t a k i n g  heed "unto 
t h y s e l f , "  and l e t t i n g  i t  go a t  t h a t ,  he 
was enjo ined t o  t a k e  heed "unto t h e m -  
t r i n e  " a l so !  He was t o  "cont inue  i n  them: - 9  
f o r  i n  doing this thou s h a l t  both save  
t h y s e l f ,  and them t h a t  hear  thee." (See 
v e r s e  16 . )  

I n  Chapter 5 ,  Paul poin ted  o u t ,  i n  
v e r s e  1 5 ,  "For some a r e  a l r e a d y  tu rned  
aside a f t e r  Satan." 

On down i n  v e r s e  21, r a t h e r  t h a i t  
being a ma t t e r  of personal  p r e f e r e n c e a s  
t o  whether s c r i p t u r a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were 
observed,  Paul charqed Timothy "before 
God, and t h e  Lord Jesus C h r i s t ,  and t h e  
e l e c t  ange l s , "  t h a t  he "observe these 

without  p r e f e r r i n g  one be fo re  an 
o t h e r ,  doing noth ing  by p a r t i a l i t y . "  

Then, i n  h i s  c l o s i n g  c h a p t e r ,  from 
v e r s e  1, we l e a r n  t h e  impcrtance God 
p laced ,  no t  only t h a t  h i s  name b u t  a l s o  
h i s  d o c t r i n e  be n o t  blasphemed. 

Once a g a i n ,  i n  v e r s e  2 ,  he p a r t i c -  
u l a r i z e d t o T i m o t h y ,  say ing ,  "These th inqs  
t e a c h  and exhor t , "  con t inu ing ,  " I f  
man t e a c h  g the rwisg ,  and -sent n o t  to 
wholesomewords, even t h e  words of our 
Lord Jesus  C h r i s t ,  and t o  t h e  d o c t r i n e  
which is according  t o  god l iness ;  he i s  
m! m a  n o t h a ,  b u t  do t inq  abouk 
p e s t l u  and af-, whereof 
cometh u, strife, r a i l i n a s ,  e- - 

supposing t h a t  g a i n  i s  god l iness :  
w&&bGga; fhvse l f . "  ( v e r s e s  3-5) 

Rather than  j u s t  i n  t h e  l s t , o r t h e  
1 9 t h ,  o r  t h e  20th  c e n t u r i e s ,  Paul de- 
creed " t h a t  thou KEEP THIS COWNDMENT 
wi thout  s p o t ,  unrebukable,  UNTILTHEAP- 
PEARING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST." (See 
v e r s e  14)  

Then, f i n a l l y , w i t h t h e  c l o s i n g  two 
v e r s e s  of h i s  e p i s t l e ,  Paul re-emphasi- 
z e s ,  "0 Timothy, KEEP t h a t  which i s  com- 
m i t t e d  tothy~&,AVOIDINGprofane and 
~ a i n b a b b l i n q s ~ a n d  oppos i t ions  of s c i e n c e  
f a l s e l y  s o  c a l l e d :  which-professing 
iiZE5-ERRED CONCERNING THE FAITH..." - . . . . . . . 

A s  you w i l l  n o t e ,  back a t  t h e  l a s t  
v e r s e  o f  Chapter 1, Paul d id  n o t  l e a v e  
us  i n  t h e  dark a s  t o  examples of those  
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concerning whom he devoted t h e  g r e a t e r  Because probably by f a r  t h e  g r e a t -  
p a r t  of t h e  book warning h i s  " s o n i n  t h e  e r  number of ou r  p reacher s  and e lders- -  
gospel" a g a i n s t .  H e m t h e m - - s t r a i q h t  inc lud ing  some of thewidest-knownnames 
out--saying, "...of whom i s  Hymeneus and among us--deluded themselves i n t o  f o l -  - 
Alexander.. ." lowing Carnegie,  r a t h e r  than  Jesus and 

t h e  word o f  God, on t h i s ,  church d i s c i -  
We a r e  l i v i n a  i n  a t i m e .  when manv - - - -  - -  

b r e t h r e n  have congused ~ a l e - k a r n e q i e i s h  
with C h r i s t i a n i t y  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i f  
one todav should w r i t e  a s  P a u l w r o t e a l l  
through i: Timothy, a s  demonstrated rel- 
a t i v e  t o  t h e  foregoing,  they  would com- 
p l a i n  of h i s  "not having t h e  s p i r i t  of 
Chr is t . "  Y e t ,  Paul t o l d  t h e  Cor in th ians  
( i n  I Cor in th ians  14:37) ,  " I f  any man 
th ink  himself  t o  be  a  p rophe t ,  o r  SJ&- 

itua1,lethimacknowledgethatthethings - 
t h a t  I w r i t e  unto  you a r e  t h e  command- 
ments of t h e  Lord." Also ,  t h r e e c h a p t e r s  
e a r l i e r ,  i n  I Cor in th ians  11:1, he  had 
j u s t  f i n i s h e d  say ing ,  "Be ye  fo l lowers  
of me, even a s  I a l s o  am of C h r i s t . "  

(NOTE: What I s a i d  concerning Dale 
Carneqieism, i n  t h e  foregoing paragraph 
was n o t  meant i n  any way t o  be  a  sneer-  
ing  remark. Much o f  what Dale Carnegie 
wrote I can ,  a s  a  C h r i s t i a n ,  approve. I 
say  t h i s ,  having taken t h e  Dale Carneg- 
i e  course  ( i n  S ingapore ) ,  i n  1957, hav- 
ing  t auqh t  f i v e  14-session c l a s s e s o f i t  
a s  a  Graduate A s s i s t a n t ,  and having be- 
come a q u a l i f i e d  I n s t r u c t o r  i n i t ,  s i n c e  
1959. Yet ,  a s  I po in ted  o u t  t o t h o s e w h o  
t r a i n e d  me i n  i t - - a t  t h a t  time--Carneg- 
i e  t augh t  a t  l e a s t  one t h i n g ,  which a l l  
New Testament C h r i s t i a n s  m u s t r e j e c t .  It 
was his ( n o t  P a u l ' s ,  n o t  J e s u s V , n o t G o d  
t h e  Father ' s - -but  Carneq ie ' s )  view t h a t  
we ought never t o  "condemn. c r i t i c i z e  o r  
com~la in . "  Those w h o t a k e h i s  coursehave  
t h i s  u e d  i n t o  t h e i r  th- 

. . --a, 
and m, and a again1 From t h e  Bible 
s t a n d p o i n t ,  t h i s  simply i s  n o t  s o - - a n d  
never  has been! There is no way t o  har-  
monize such a p o s i t i o n  wi th  a  s i n g l e  one 
of t h e  foregoing quo ta t ions  from P a u l ' s  
f i rs t  l e t t e r  t o  Timothy. To a c c e p t  Car- - on t h i s  p o i n t  i s  t o  r e j e c t  C h r i s t  
--not j u s t  Paul. Toaccept  C h r i s t o n t h i s  
p o i n t ,  genuine b e l i e v e r s  w i l l  j u s t  have 
t o  r e j e c t  Carneqie! I d i d  ---and I do 
s o  now! He was simply a f a l s e  teacher--  
a t  least pn t h i s  one ooint--al though Q I ~  
the what he  t augh t  r ega rd ing  win- 
n ing  f r i e n d s  and in f luenc ing  people was 
c o r r e c t .  A s  f o r  i t s  a e n e r a l  i n t e n t ,  ev- 
en y e t  I cons ide r  t h e  Dale Carnegie in -  
s t r u c t i o n  simply wonderful. On t h e  bas- 
i s  of I Thessalonians 5:21, I s t i l l  can 
( i n  a l l  good consc ience)  encourage oth-  
ers t o  t a k e  t h i s  sp lend idcourse .  Never- 
t h e l e s s ,  a t  t h i s  one p o i n t ,  a s  a  -- 
u v i n a  C h r i s t i a n ,  I s i m p l y  h a v e t o  de- 
w. I do no t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it i s  poss i -  

p l i n e ,  a s  b r o t h e r  Ed Smithson s o  fo rce -  
fullybringstoourattentionin h i s  book, 
"THE FORGOTTEN COP~MANDMENT," i s  e x a c t l y  
t h a t .  Because churches of C h r i s t  l a r g e -  - 
l y  have abandoned congrega t iona l  d i s c i -  
  line of t h e i r  members. f a i l i n a  o r  else 
;efusing t o  "mark" t h e i r  ~ v n e n e u s e s  and 
Alexanders ,  f a l s e t e a c h e r s  havebeen hav- 
inq  a f i e l d  day amonq us .  p a r t i c u l a r l v  
over  t h e  p a s t  t e n  t o  i 5  ( ~ n c i d e n t -  
a l l y ,  i f  you have n o t  r e a d  "THE FORGOT- 
TEN COMMANDMENT," you should .  We picked 
UP nother a e a r l i e r  t h i s  month 
f o r  t h o s e  who may want t o  see what bro- 
t h e r  Smithson had t o  say.  It i s  abund- 
a n t l y  worth t h e  81.25 h e  g e t s  pe r  copy. 
You may o r d e r  i t  from C o n t e n d i n q f o r t h e  
Faith, 950 Greerland Dr ive ,  Nashv i l l e ,  
Tennessee 37204.) 

It i s  my conv ic t ion  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  
has  come when C h r i s t i a n  l e a d e r s  amongus 
a r e  going t o  have t o  abandon a l l  t h i s  
f o o l i s h n e s s  a b o u t n e v e r c r i t i c i z i n g ,  con- 
demning o r  complaining and s t a r t  naminq 
and markinq and withdrawinq from h e r e t -  
i c a l  f a l s e  t e a c h e r s  who a r e  blasuheminq 
t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  C h r i s t  anda reundermin-  

our e f f o r t s  t o  r e s t o r e  C h r i s t i a n i t  
?its o r i g i n a l  N e w  T e s t a m e d  

With t h e  f o r e g o i n g i n m i n d ,  j u s t  now 
I can t h i n k  of two such f a l s e  t e a c h e r s  
among us, who--&~mtrinally speaking--are 
l e a d i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  our  young people  a- 
s t r a y .  Rather  than  =-century Hvmeneus 
and Alexander, I am r e f e r r i n g  t o o u r o w n  
*-century John McRav and Weslev Rea- 
qan. L e t u s t a k e u p a  s tudy  of- f i r s t .  

McRAY TEACHES THAT CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
MUST BE WILLING TO MAKE DOCTRINAL 
CONCESSIONS FOR THE SAKE OF UNITYII! 

J u s t  how it i s  t h a t  s u c h a n  o u t r i g h t  
h e r e t i c  o r  deeply-confused young would- 
be s c h o l a r  a s  John McRay e v e r  g o t  t o  be  
a  f a c u l t y  member a t  a  supposed-to-be 
C h r i s t i a n  c o l l e g e  l i k e  David Lipscomb I 
reckon I ' l l  never q u i t e u n d e r s t a n d .  That 
he has a  r a t h e r  charming way about  him, 
i f  he could eve r  l e t  you f o r g e t  t h a t  he  
has a  PhD (which he never  d o e s ) ,  I must 
admit. But f o r t h i s  onepersonal i tyf law--  
which I f i n d  d i s t a s t e f u l  a lmost  t o  t h e  
p o i n t  of r e j e c t i o n  (and am n o t  convinc- 
ed t h a t  it i s  C h r i s t i a n ,  e i t h e r ! ) - - t h i s  
r ich-young-ruler  type  and I c o u l d q e t a -  
long r a t h e r  wel l - -personal ly ,  t h a t  i s .  - 

b l e  t o  fol low Carneaie i n  t h i s  one t h i n g  
and s t i l l  fo l low e i t h e r  Paul or Chr i s t !  However, it i s  not f o r  h i s  person- 



ality t h a t  I c a l l  John McRav i n  quest-  
i a n t h i s  day-butf forhis doctrine!Some o f  
h i s  teaching n o t  only i s  false, bu t  i s  
o f  such a n a t u r e  t h a t ,  allowed t o g o u n -  
chal lenged,  u l t i m a t e l y  would make void 
our  e f f o r t  t o  r e s t o r e  p l a i n ,  s imple,  un- 
a d u l t e r a t e d  New Testament C h r i s t i a n i t v !  

For i n s t a n c e ,  onsunday,  J u n e 2 ,  1968 
(whi l e  my family and I were overseas  i n  
missionary work i n  Singapore) .  t h e r e a p -  
peared,  on Page 3-G, i n  THE NASHVILLE 
TENNESSEEAN, an  a r t i c l e  by Frank R i t t e r  
( a  member of t h e  Congregat ionwhereJohn 
was Dreachina a t  t h e  t ime a s  w e l l  a s  a  
repo;ter f o r - t h e  Tennesseean), e n t i t l e d ,  
"CHURCH LINITY STILL TALL ORDER." It had 
been t o l d  t o  me, summer be fo re  t h a t ,  bv 
Fred Mosley, who preaches t o  t h e  ~ o n c o r ;  
Road congregat ion ,  of N a s h v i ~ l e ,  a n d a l -  
s o  i s  on t h e  e d i t o r i a l  s t a f f  o f t h e & -  
p e l  Advocate, how t h a t  McRay's teaching 
a t  Lipscomb e i t h e r  had des t royed out-  
r i g h t  o r  e l s e  i n j u r e d  t h e  f a i t h  o f  some 
1 5  s t u d e n t s  there-- to t h e  e x t e n t t h a t  a t  
l e a s t  0 had wit  t h e  church en- 
t i r e l v  and gone t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Church 
and t h e  o t h e r s  were i n  varyinq deqrees 
o f  d i s i l lu s ionment  both wi th  t h e  church 
a s  w e l l  a s  wi th  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of Chr i s t .  

Although my wife  had d e t a i l e d t o m e  
some o f  t h e  f a l s e  teachings  being perp- 
e t r a t e d  a t  t h a t  t ime by McRay's c l o s e s t  
"buddy" on t h e  Lipscomb faculty--Georqe 
Howard (now connected wi th  "our" youth- 
work a t  t h e  Unive r s i ty  o f  Georgia) ,  un- 
d e r  whom she had s t u d i e d  whi l e  complet- 
ing  h e r  degree a t  Lipscomb, s h e  was no t  
p e r s o n a l l v  a  wi tness  t o . w h a t  McRay had 
been teaching t o  h i s  s t u d e n t s  and hence 
could n e i t h e r  confirm nor  deny Mosley's 
r e p o r t .  (If s h e  had been, i n  a l l  l i k e -  
l ihood I could havego t t ena round  t o t h i s  
a r t i c l e  a  l o t  e a r l i e r ! )  

However, t h e r e  is MORE T H A N E W A Y  
by which f a c t s  may be e s t ab l i shed .  Nat- 
u r a l l y ,  one way i s  " i n  t h e  mouth of two 
o r  t h r e e  witnesses".  Another way i s  f o r  
t h e  accused person t o  simply admit t h a t  
he  i s  q u i l t v  a s  charqed. Knowinghowea- 
sy it i s  f o r  newspapers t o  g a r b l e  a  r e -  
p o r t ,  l eav ing  an a l t o g e t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  
idea  e n t i r e l y  from what t h e  speaker  had 
i n  mind when-he spoke (and having prom- 
i s e d  b r o t h e r  B a t s e l l  B a r r e t t  Baxter  n o t  
t o  "wr i t e  up" McRay u n t i l  I had f i rs t  
confronted him wi th  what I had a g a i n s t  
him--face t o  f a c e ) ,  a long i n  t h e  e a r l y  
p a r t  of t h i s  y e a r ,  I wrote John a let- 
te r  sugges t ing  t h a t  w e  g e t  t o g e t h e r  f o r  
a  t a l k .  S h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r , b y t e l e p h o n e ,  
he  g o t  i n  touch wi th  m e ,  a g r e e i n g t o t h e  
t a l k ,  and i n q u i r i n g  if it would be  s a t -  
i s f a c t o r y  f o r  b r o t h e r  Baxter t o  s i t  i n  
on whatever it was t h a t  we mighthave  t o  

d i scuss .  I s a i d  t h a t  would b e p l e n t y a l l  
r i g h t  wi th  me; and s o  it was arranged.  

The a c t u a l  meeting between us  took 
p l a c e  i n  t h e  Faculty Lounge on t h e  Lip- 
scomb campus. Brother  Baxter cameandwas 
wi tness  t o  a l l  t h a t  was e i t h e r  s a i d  o r  
done. He heard me c o n g r a t u l a t e  John r e :  
h i s  r e s i g n i n g  from preaching t o  t h e  O t -  
t e r  Creekcongregat ion  i n p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  
t h e  a t tempts  t o  speak i n  tongues t h a t  
were going on o u t  - t h e r e  a t  t h a t  time. I 
assu red  him t h a t  it w a s n a t  f o r t h i s  t h a t  
he  was being c a l l e d  i n  q u e s t i o n , b u t e s -  
~ e c i a l l v  f o r  what had armeared i n t h e a -  
korementioned a r t i c l e  i;l' The Nashv i l l e  
Tennesseean. ( I  d i d  enqu i re  of him con- 
cern ing  one o r  two mat t e r s  of hearsay I 
wanted t o  c l e a r  up i n  my own mind; how- 
eve r ,  most of what was d iscussed  had t o  
do with t h e  a r t i c l e  i t se l f . )  

I n  t h e  o u t s e t ,  he a s su red  me, bro- 
t h e r  R i t t e r  somehow had w r i t t e n  h i s  r e -  
p o r t  "out  o f  context ."  Rather  than  what 
h e  had preached ( i n  t w o t h e n - r e c e n t s e r -  
mons a t  O t t e r  Creek) being i n v i e w o f t h e  
ecumenical movement, a s  it appeared i n  
t h e  T e n n e s s e e a n a r t i c l e ,  h e d e c l a r e d t h a t  
h i s  a c t u a l  sermons had been r e l a t i v e  t o  
t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  movement (which, indeed,  
would a l t e r  t h e  o v e r a l l  s e t t i n q  of what 
he  had preached--though n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
t h e  b a s i c  e f f e c t  a s  f a r  a s  keeping t h e  
d o c t r i n e  pure is concerned).  

To o b v i a t e  any p o s s i b l e  charge  f o r  
having wi thheld  m i t i g a t i n g  f a c t s ,  I h a v e  
decided t o  reproduce t h e  a r t i c l e  photo- 
q r a p h i c a l l v  j u s t  a s  it appeared i n  t h e  
Tennesseean, along wi th  my own no tes  a s  
I wrote them down dur ing  our d i s c u s s i o n  
t o g e t h e r  wi th  markings on t h e  le f t -hand 
s i d e  of each column i n d i c a t i n g p o i n t s  a t  
which I had d e f i n i t e  ques t ions  a s  t o t h e  
d o c t r i n a l  soundness o f  h i s  teaching.  (If 
you want t o  read  t h e  a r t i c l e  word-for- 
word, j u s t  a s  it appeared,  p l e a s e  do s o  
--on Page 5 3  

McRAY IL4D.APFROVED P'-.BLICATIOII O r  'TX 
AR'rICLE I l l  ADVAIICE , AL'rHOUGH HE COIITEllE~ 
'THAT HI: D I E  NO'r AGREE WITH IT E V E N  T:+EII! 

I n d i c a t i v e  o f t h e  s o r t o f  l o o s e ,  i m -  
p r e c i s e t h i n k i n g t o w h i c h o u r s u p p o s s d - k -  
be  "professor  o f  Bible" i s  given,  s i n c e  
I knew t h a t  Frank R i t t e r  had s igned an 
a f f a d a v i t  t h a t  " t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f t h i s  a r -  
t i c l e  were approved by t h e  preacher  in -  
volved b e f o r e  it was pub l i shed , "  i n  t h e  
o u t s e t ,  I asked McRay as t o  whether ,  i n  
f a c t ,  he  e i t h e r  had br had n o t  rendered  
t h e  a r t i c l e  h i s p r i o r - t o - ~ u b l i c a t i o n a p -  
proval .  S i n c e  hehad  jus tbeenremons t ra -  
t i n a  t h a t  R i t t e r  had w r i t t e n  it i n  ano- 
the; con tex t  e n t i r e l y  from t h a t  i n  which 
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Unity Still Tall Order 
By IIRAh'K RITTER 

John McRay 
.what would you grvc UP? 

ue most often think of our- 
seher, first, a s  members of 
a certain church--and o e  
secondly as Christiaos. I t  a h  
would be difficult because we 

menlrlists. 

I while the ecumenical move. in the First Century. 

more hope than substance. is that we can do. But themre~ves. And il the Chris- 
there are many when we a re  choosing, the rc- ti=n that he is no, proving t h a t  wi th  which he  di: - I suit has been that same of us willing to give up agreed,  he s a i d  he wasn ' t. When that the most divisive are picking same things and the,, unity obviously I further asked why he had ap- elements of disunity might o t h e r s are p l c h g  other more than a fragile dream 
eventually be discarded. thingr. SO, we are divided." which no amount of proved this a r t i c l e ,  inasmuch a s  

I The qeat ion last month nf The problem "is lust as old bring to fruition. he a l r e a d y  knew he  d i d n o t a g r e e  
The United Methodist Church, as the New Testament." Mc- of ,,,,e, it is never easr w i t h  it at the  time of h i s  ap- 
from the M e t h o d i s  t and  Ray emphasized, polntlng out for us to give up wayr 
Evangclieal United Brethan that the church a t  Connth was i .f doing things. ~ " d  ~ e R a ~  prova l ,  he  r e p l i e d  t h a t  he d i d  
churches. is a prime example. divided. And tvh i l e  unity that he is not no t  r e a l i z e ,  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h a t  

I 
nnther  h a p e t ~ ~ l  sign is the among Christians is desirable. taming about principles when i t  would cause such a  fu ro r .  That 
fact that increasing numbers and is indeed tajlght by the he the question, d z ~ o w  
of  Pratestanl ministers are Bible, perfect unit? probably are we wfl~ing to give I if he had only known t h a t  such 
speaking out these days on the never will be fully realized, a  "big th ing"  would be made of 
need for unity among those of ?vfcRay contends. "We are taking." he ex- it; he never would have approv- Christian faith. Tbe reason fm tbir is that 

But It (*ill take mare than  while many will speak of the ed it: His idea  seemingly being 
a k  to bring shut Christian need fw unity. there appar- n o t  t h a t  he should no t  have ap- 

proved it because it was wronq, 
he had o r i g i n a l l y  preached h i s  m a t e r i a l  b u t  merely because i t  had occasioned him 
upon which t h e  a r t i c l e  supposedly was some embarrassment! I n  o t h e r  words, i f h e  
based, you can bu t  imagine my inc redu l -  could  be surethatbrethrenwouldn'traise 
i t y ,  when hereadilyadrnittedhavinggiv- a  hue and c r y  about i t ,  i f  he had i t  t o  
en i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  h i s  p r i o r  approval! do a l l  over  a g a i n ,  HE WOULDN'T CHANGE A 

THING! S i t u a t i o n  e t h i c s  pe r son i f i ed !  And 
"Didn ' t  you even read i t ? " I a s k e d .  this i s  what c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  David Lips- 

comb College a r e  being c a l l e d  upon 
He s a i d  t h a t  h e h a d o n l y s - n e d i t !  t o  suppor t  i n  t h e  name of 

C h r i s t i a n i t y !  
"Well," 1 pursued,  "did YOU s e e  i n  

HOW IS IT THRT McRAY CAN TAKE ALL THE it anything w i t h  which you disaqreed?"  
RIGHT FACTS AND COME UP WITH ALL THE 

He admitted t h a t  he  had. Then when WRONG ANSWERS? 

I asked him i f  he was i n t h e h a b i t o f a p -  Rather than having been awarded t h e  

Denise
Placed Image
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Doctor of P h i l o s o ~ h y ,  i t w o u l d  seem t h a t  
McRay should havebeen awardedthe  Doctor 
of P e r v e r s i t y  degree. He has a r e a l g e n -  
i u s  f o r  t ak ing  a l l  t h e  r i q h t  f a c t s  and 
then coming up wi th  a l l  t h e  wronq ans- 
wers! Though he now says  he meant t o  be 
understood a s  being f o r  u n i t y  a s  wi th in  
t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  movement, by approving,  
a s  he d i d ,  t h e  foregoing a r t i c l e , i t w a s  
he himself  who made it appear  t h a t  he 
was f o r  ecumenicism--which i s  somethinq 
e l s e  e n t i r e l y !  Though, t e c h n i c a l l y ,  h i s  
obse rva t ion  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  "no one p l a c e  
i n  t h e  New Testament where i t  i s  s e t o u t  
how C h r i s t i a n s  s h a 1 l w o r s h i p " i s  c o r r e c t ,  
y e t ,  by p u t t i n g  h i s  f a c t s  j u s t  t h e  way 
he d i d  and leavinq them t h a t  way, it i s  
easy t o  s e e  how unsuspect inq  s tudents - -  
such a s  he t eaches  * a t  Lipscomb-- 
e a s i l y  could g e t  t h e  idea  t h a t  churches 
of C h r i s t  have j u s t  been wronqabout t h e  
f i v e  i tems o f  worship a l l  along! 

Does John really b e l i e v e  t h a t  d iv-  
i s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  movement ~ - 

a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  of "some of us...picking 
some t h i n g s  and o t h e r s  ...p i c k i n g  other - 
t h ings"  t h a t  t h e  New Testament says?  If 
t h a t  i s  n o t  what h e  meant t o  say  i n  t h e  
second column of t h i s  enormously of fen-  
s i v e  a r t i c l e ,  then why d i d h e m i t  t h a t  
way? On t h e  o t h e r  hand, i f  t h a t  i s  what 
h e - m  t o  say ,  then he  has no qenuine 
understanding a t  a l l  a s  t o  and how 
a l l  t h e s e  d i v i s i o n s  came about .  I n s t e a d  
of his t each ing  o t h e r s - - c e r t a i n l y  n o t  
your boy o r  g i r l ,  o r  mine--if this i s  
t h e  e m l a n a t i o n .  then  he  needs t o  s i t  
down s'omewhere and t a u g h t  t h e  first 
p r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  a l l  over  
aqain! The way i s  teaching i t ,  s tud-  
e n t s  would conclude t h a t  t h e r e  i s  ac tu -  
a l l y  some Bible b a s i s  f o r  a l l  t h i s  d iv-  
i s i o n .  The truth i s  t h a t  it d i d n o t c o m e  
about  a s  desc r ibed  AT ALL! Rather it 
was t h e  r e s u l t  of men b ind inq  where t h e  
Lord l e f t  free, l o o s i n q  where t h e  Lord 
had bound, addinq t o  o r  e l s e t a k i n q  away 
from t h e  d o c t r i n e ,  p e r v e r t i n q i t ,  wrest- - it ,  o r  otherwisemakinqvoidtheword 
of God th rough teach inq  f o r  d w t r i n e s  t h e  
commandments of men. The merest  tyro i n  
t h e  church knows that much about  it. How 
come it takes  a  PhD t o  come up wi th  a l l  
t h i s  confusion of t h e  f a c t s  l e a d i n g  h i s  
s t u d e n t s  t o  conclus ions  which a r e  iust 
-,-- n - ,  

I n  t h e  third column of t h i s  a r t i c -  
l e ,  McRay i s  r e p o r t e d  a s  advocat ing we 
must be  " w i l l i n q  t o  modify pos i t ions"  n o t  
only  on m a t t e r s  of t r a d i t i o n  bu t  o f d o c -  
trine, too! When it comes t o  t r a d i t i o n s  
of s t r i c t l y  human o r i g i n ,  I, f o r  one,  
could n o t  c a r e  l e s s .  However, when it 
comes down t o  t h e  d o c t r i n e ,  what was it 
Paul t o l d  Timothy? " . . . tha t  thou might- 

e s t  charqe  some t h a t  they  t each  no oth-  
e r  doctrine.. ." ( I  Timothy 1 :3)  He t o l d  
t h e  Romans both t o  "&' and 'I-' 

them which cause d i v i s i o n s  and o f fenses  
"con t ra rv  t o  t h e  doc t r ine . "  Xhy? "For 
they  t h a t  a r e  such s e r v e  not our  Lord 
Jesus  C h r i s t ,  but  t h e i r  own b e l l y ;  and 
by good words and f a i r  speeches deceive  
t h e  h e a r t s  of t h e  s i m ~ l e . "  (Romans 16 :  
17-18) It i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  conceive of a  
more a p t  d e s c r i p t i o n  of John McRay. Yet 
t h e  brotherhood i s  beinq asked t o  con- 
t i n u e  s u ~ ~ o r t i n q  Lipscomb C o l l e q e , w h i l e  
they  con t inue  t o  keep t h i s  f a l s e  teach-  
e r  on t h e i r  f a c u l t y !  

H i s  a t t empt  t o  s a d d l e  "us" wi th  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n s ,  when 
t h e  d i s u n i t y  he  d e c r i e s  was causedbyo-  
t h e r s ,  i s  perverse .  It i s  not any " f e e l -  
i n g  of l e t h a r g y  among u s , "  i n s o f a r a s  it 
can be d i sce rned ,  t h a t  i s  caus ing  t h i s ,  
b u t ,  r a t h e r ,  t hose  doing t h e  very t h i n q  
he i s  advocat ing--modifyinqthe doc t r ine !  

H i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of "our method of 
e v a n g e l i z a t i o n , "  i n  column 3 ,  from what 
I have been a b l e  t o  f i n d  o u t ,  f a i r l y d e -  
s c r i b e s  -method. O t h e r t h a n a f e w ~ e e t -  
ings  occasional ly--and few a t  t h a t  
--I do n o t  r e c a l l  John a s  ever having 
used anv o t h e r  method. Even those  meet- 
ings  he & h e l d ,  were they  n o t  he ld  i n  
b u i l d i n g s  b u i l t  bv o t h e r s ?  Was he  n o t  
t h e r e  a s  a  h i r e d  wreacher? Did go t o  
t h e  world? C r  d i d  he ,  t o o ,  s a y ,  "Here i s  
f h e  a o s ~ e l .  world! If vou want it. come 
and a e t  it!" A s  Pocohontas s a i d  t o  Ald- 
en t h a t  t ime,  "Why d o n ' t  you speak for 
y o u r s e l f ,  John! ' I  A s  one who has preach- 
ed worldwide, t r a v e l l i n g o v e r h a l f a m i l -  
l i o n  mi le s  i n  a l l  50 s t a t e s  and 51 na- 
t i o n s  o u t s i d e  t h e  U.S . ,  somehow, I con- 
f e s s  t h a t  I a c c e p t s u c h c r i t i c i s m o f " u s "  
wi th  mighty poor g r a c e  from one who has 
ha rd ly  s t i r r e d  o u t  o f  h i s  t r acks !  Truth  
i s  t h a t  bb t  f o r  sens ing  a r e s p o n s i b i l i -  
t y  t o  defend t h e  f a i t h a g a i n s t  a p o s t a t e s  
such a s  he  "Dack home," some o f  us  t h a t  
a r e  now back from t h e  f i e l d  e a r n e s t l y  
contending f o r  t h e  f a i t h  be ing  s o  v i c -  
i o u s l y  undermined could be  o u t  t h e r e  a t  
work evange l i z ing  more n a t i o n s  f o r  Christ!  
Because l i b e r a l i z i n g  t e a c h e r s ,  Such a s  
McRay, must be s t o ~ ~ e d  i f  t h e  cause of 
t r u t h  i s  t o  s u r v i v e  t h i s  g e n e r a t i o n ,  he  
and t h o s e  l i k e  him a c t u a l l y  a r e  robbinq 
God i n  double measure. They n e i t h e r  en- - 
t e r  i n t o  world-evangelism themselves nor 
do they keep t h e  f a i t h  a t  home, s o  t h a t  
those  of us who a r e  t r v i n q  t o  do s o  a r e  
having t o  l o s e  t ime defending t h e  gos- 
pel-aqainst them! 

"How much a r e  we w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  up 
i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  un i ty?"  he  asks .  Not 
one i o t a  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e ,  John.James 2 :  



10 s t i l l  s a y s ,  "For whosoever sha l lkeep  you a copy of "REFOCUSING". I f  n o t ,  you 
t h e  whole law, and y e t  o f fend  i n  one can  always r e a d  my review of  it i n  "AXE 
point, he is g u i l t y  of a l l . "  Also,  &- ON THE ROOT"--Volume 111. You can o rde r  
us  s a i d ,  "It i s  w r i t t e n ,  Man s h a l l  no t  t h i s  e i t h e r  f romyour favor i t ebookdea l -  - 
l i v e  by bread a l o n e ,  bu t  by every word er o r  from me p e r s o n a l l y  ( $ 2 )  a t  950 
t h a t  proceedeth ou t  of t h e  mouthofGod!' Greerland Drive,  Nashvi l le .  Tenn.37204. 

It j u s t  won't  do f o r  McRay t o  say  McRAY (LIKE BOONE. OSBORNE. LYNCH AND 
t h a t  he  i s  n o t  t a l k i n q  about  p r i n c i p l e s  OTHERS) HAS ABANDONED RESTORATION CAUSE 
when he a sks  t h e  ques t ion ,  "Howmuchare 
you w i l l i n q  t o  q ive  up?" Suchmat ters  a s  Although McRay tries t o  l e a v e  t h e  
t h e  f i v e  i tems o f  worship a r t  & mere- i m p r e s s i o n t h a t  a l l  t h i s  "g iv ingup"  some- 
lv I l t rad i t inn l . .  m o r e s  (and)  o ~ i n i o n s . "  t h i n a  "for  t h e  s a k e  of un i tv"  does no t  - x  . ~ ~~-~ ~L ~, ~~~ 

bu t  m a t t e r s  of doct r ine .  Demonstrating, mean2a "surrender  of what  id has  com- 
f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  how McRay does no t  make a manded" o r  of "any i tem of f a i t h , " i t i s  
d i s t i n c t i o n  between t r a d i t i o n  and doc- 
-, p l e a s e  n o t e  h i s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
name a s  "our t r a d i t i o n "  (bottom of co l -  
K 3  and t o p  of colume 4 ) .  Whereas ad- 
m i t t e d l y  t o  c a l l  t h e  church "of C h r i s t "  
o r  "of God" would be  inter-changeable-- 
s t i l l ,  t o  be s c r i p t u r a l l y  r i g h t ,  Chris-  
t i a n s  have t o  - t o  m! To "give  up" 
one f o r  t h e  other would v i o l a t e b o t h  t h e  - 
s p i r i t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  James2: 
10 a s  we l l  a s  Matthew 4:4, Luke 4:4 and 
r e l a t e d  passages. Yet,  when I quest ion-  
ed him face-to-face ( i n  t h e  presence  of 
b r o t h e r  Baxter ,  remember) ,hereconfirm- 
ed what he  had s a i d  a s  t o  w i l l i n g -  
ness  t o  q i v e  up one name f o r  t h e  other!  

I f  our  d i s u n i t y  were simply a mat- 
t e r  o F o u r  t r a d i t i o n s , "  then  I suppose 
t h a t  I probably should ag ree  t h a t  f o r  u- 
n i t y ' s  s ake  we must be w i l l i n g  t o  "sur- 
r ender  opin ions  a n d t ~ d i t i o n s  i n t h e i n -  
t e r e s t  of uni ty ."  However, t h e  "M- 
t i o n s "  t h a t  d i v i d e  us  a r e  no t  "u" b u t  
" the i rs . "  It i s  n o t  we who hold t o  a- 
t rumental  music (human t r a d i t i o n )  i n t h e  
worship,  bu t  they. A l l  =hold t o  i s  what 
God commanded--to s inq .  Is this what he 
has i n  mind, when h e  says  we must "& 
UJ" something? "w' t each  p remi l l en i -  
w; t h e  word o f  God does &.Does he  
mean t h a t  we must t h e r e f o r e  q i v e  up t h e  
word of God and compromise wi th  premil-  
l e n i a l i s m  f o r  t h e  sake  of "unity"? B r e -  
t h r e n ,  j u s t  what does brotherMcRayhave 
i n  mind? He does no t  leave  us  guessing. 
John McRay believes--and teaches--some- 
t h i n g  he  c a l l s  "uni tv  i n  d ive r s i ty . "  I f  
you a r e  n o t  & o n  what that i s ,  I sug- 
g e s t  you g e t  hold a copy o f  M. F. Cott-  
r e l l ' s  book, "REFOCUSING God, t h e  Bible  
and t h e  Church," wi th  which he  succeed- -- 
ed i n  s o  co r rup t inq  t h e  m i n d s a n d h e a r t s  
o f  b re th ren  i n  t h e  Denver. Colorado. a- 

c l e a r  from what he a c t u a l l y  s i n  t h e  
a r t i c l e  t h a t  t h i s  is e x a c t l v w h a t i t d o e s  
mean! Worship and t h e  name, a s  a l l o f  us  
know, a r e  no t  i tems of e i t h e r o p i n i o n o r  
t r a d i t i o n  but  o f  God's word and faith! 

Basic t o  a l l  t h e  foregoing,  t h e  one 
th ing  which s t a n d s  o u t  from mos to fwha t  
McRay had t o  s a y  i s  t h a t ,  deep down, he 
simply no lonqer  b e l i e v e s  i n  t h e  m- 
r a t i o n  p r i n c i p l e .  Those o f ' u s  who & s o  
never  have be l i eved  i n  a so -ca l l ed  "un- 
-based on com~romise ,  i.e., "unity 
i n  d i v e r s i t v , "  wi th  everyone simply "a- 

~ ~ 

a ree inq  t o d i s a q r e e "  and qoinq ahead t o  
have f e l lowsh ip  wi th  each o t h e r  anvwav! 
Not a t  a l l !  Alwavs we have pleaded most 
e a r n e s t l y  f o r  a unitv based s t r i c t l v  on 
t h e  word o f  God. For example, Paul men- 
t ioned .  i n  E ~ h e s i a n s  4:13. " T i l l  w e  a l l  - 
come i; t h e  of the  b.. ." Also 
i n  Romans. 10:17, he  s a i d  t h a t  "...faith - 

cometh by hear inq ,  and hear ing  by t h e  
word o f  God." 

P a t  Boone and Dudley Lynch a r e  &- 
ready qone. RovOsbornespeakswith fork- 
ed tonque--one way i n  p u b l i c ,  a n o t h e r h  
p r i v a t e ,  having a l r e a d y  causedmuchdis-  
sens ion  and d i v i s i o n  over  d o c t r i n e  i n  
s e v e r a l  a reas .  And now John McRay sure-  
l y  is g e t t i n g  ready t o  j o i n  t h e  exodus! 
Meanwhile, he  i s  t r y i n g  t o  c o r r u p t  j u s t  
a s  many minds o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s  a s  he  can 
before  t h e  "powers t h a t  be" f i n a l l y  g e t  
him and h i s  teaching i n t o  focus  and re- 
l i e v e  him of h i s  d u t i e s  a t  Lipscomb. A s  
sad a s  t h i s  i s ,  i f  he  w i l l  make no cor-  
rection--and he  g l o a t s  t h a t  he hasn ' t --  
t hen ,  if b r e t h r e n  a r e  going t o  con t inue  
t o  suppor t  Lipscomb College wi th  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  a s  w e l l  a s  they  money, t h i s  i s  
one t e a c h e r  w e  cannot a f fo rd .  - 

~, ~ 

r e a  y e a r s  ago,  t h a t  t h e  ~ h e a t r i d q e ~ e i ~ h t s  I am not Lipscomb's enemy. My wife 
congregat ion t h e r e  l e f t  t he  brotherhood graduated from the re .  Three o f o u r c h i l -  
e n t i r e l y  and has now been o u t o f f e l l o w -  dren have graduated from L i ~ s c o m b  hiqh- 
s h i p  f o r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  years .  Such i s  school ;  another w i l l  g r a d u a t e f r o m t h e r e  
t h e  "-I of t h e  "tree'' c a l l e d  "unity (Lord w i l l i n g )  t h i s  coming June;  and our 
i n  d i v e r s i t y . "  You might g e t  i n  touch younqest  dauqhter  i s  now i n  Lipscomb's 
wi th  e i t h e r  Roy H. Lanier  o r  F. R.  Pet-  Junior  High. But w e  a r e n o t t h e o n l y p a r -  
&, i n  Denver, t o  s e e  i f  they can f i n d  e n t s  who cannot consc ien t ious ly  l e t  our  
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Editorial . . . 

A preacher from back East who moved t o  our west ; Mr. Chalk r.mhdly praIUd th impact and th. pwarru l  mn,... 
Texas town of Abilene has become a laughing stock to real ' of th. film, w t l w  th.t, viewed i n  t h  p m p r  spir~t, ~t . 
cowboys. With his cause in reverse (for it has been tradit- stronger v r m a  on cw b r h r l y  lor. then .n)r sarmon ha he. .war 
ional for the  Texas cowboy to defend the good g u y s  dellrand a. m1nist.r. 
against the bad guys), our easterner preacher dons his i 
big hat, puts on his boots and spun ,  mounts up and rides,  Brother Chalk's lending his support to the elevation 
off into the blue yonder, firing away in the defense of the and glorification of evil is unthinkable and unprecedented 
'Midnight Cowboy', a recent film notorious for its sex '  in the history of gospel preachers. I perversion, immorality enormity, in which a male Pros- Loneliness does not justify the transgression of God's 
tltute renders his services to women and also homosexuals. law. oftentimes the murderer is lonely; so is the rapist; 
Some Christians who were deceived into going t o  see it, so Is the thief; and so are the adulterer and sex pe~.vert 
thinking they would see a cowboy show, have described;But murder is murder: rape is rape; theft is theft; and 
it a s  the  lowest, blackesc wlckedest form of cormpted! sex immorality is immorality, name the cause as you will. 
behavior ever filmed. 1 If "the character 'Ratso' is a striking Christ-type figure," 

Our preacher friend's wild shots were fully publicized then there is not a word of tmth in the N~,., ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ t :  
and described on the front Page of The Abilene Reporter- for the New Testament and that  film a re  as  different as  
~ e w s ,  May 22, 1970, a daily newspaper in its 89th Year of ' l ight and darkness, purity and impurity, right and wrong! 
publication. There are these two captions: "MINISTER Ratso is protrayed as  a liar, deceiver and sex pervert; but 
CRITICS RElECT OBCENITY LABEL FOR 'COK'BOY' " :  i Christ did no sin. 
"FILM CALLED ' " with Bra- Despite Brother Chalk's.statement to the  contrary, there 
ther John Allen Chalk's picture, the  following story is / i s  no redemption for ~~t~~ in the film. H~ died as he lived. 
given, and we quote: i It is not a film of brotherly love! It is a story of brother- 

John A l lm  Chalk, nntiaully.knom mln1st.r d th Hlghlmnd Church l y  They is.a.vast difference between the two. 
d christ in ~ b i h l * ,  rh. ,,,~,.i. for t h  first tim. ~&,d,~. ] h v e  "rejoiceth not in inlqu~ty" (I Cor. 135). 
ln . prepand romm.nt.r). n~l.rad to T ~ O  R.~~~...L*w,, h. d d :  But there is one thing we can say for  Cowboy Chalk: He 

, M I ~ ~ I ~ H  cowboy. plgnamly dcscribn t h  ~I.s.I. di...~. of has the fastest gun in the West. He shoots from the  hip. 
our mmhrialirtlc lmp rso lu l  arm - lonl inss .  T h  stor). rrre.1~ B u t . .  . he had the  wrong target. He blasted the good (even 
th. redempliv. p w o r  In o n  m..nlngful. m m u a l l ~  heiptul human t h e  Christ) and defended the  evil! An appropiate passage 
r.lrtimshlp. i s ,  

"U&mm.bly, many will ri.w *is f i lm as standard emr ta inmmt ; 
fare r a h r  than as strong, .ocio.pyrholopic.l romn*mav b..i. W- unto them that call evil good, and ~ o c d  evil; that put darkmss 
human n e d  - religiarr nrd, 1 might add. for light, and light for darknss; that put biner for sweet, and sweet 

,7h. explicit *.errs of bolh Memscxu.l and homosexual mlatiorr s for (1sa.5:20). 

s h l p  (not as many .I err  w w l d  I.. in soma 'R' morlesl an, i n  my 
iudgmcnt, ~nncces%.ry and, therefore, both prsonally and art- 
istically unarr.ptabl.. Bvt th mawre adult who goes kww-  
iw that 'Midnight Cowboy' I. an 'X'.r.kd movie can coma away 
with . dwp concern for th lonli.*ss i n  h l l  own lif. and a g n a h r  
.warms. d the l on l y  -1. all a 4  him." 

i n  an intarview with this reporter, Mr. Chalk enlarged on hls 
impression 01 what h. called thm "r.dcmptir. qualih" of t h  film. 

"The character 'Ratso' (played by H&manl is a striking Christ 
W P  figure,'' h said, "--b.atm down and hopless - bm offering 
the ps l ib i l iW 01 redempion to the formerlv self-cmt&nd, mahrial. 

In  keeping w ~ t h  the tenor of this article, we are reminded 
that  the  West has had its rang* wars. Sometimes they 
were between shepherds and cowboys. In  this spirit, we 
believe that  it is high time the  shepherds of the Highland 
flock call in Cowboy Chalk and demand an  accounting of 
his behavior; for he undoubtediy shot the  good and cut the  
fences. Now the sheep are in danger of straying. If he's go- 
ing to roam the prairie, maybe they ought to take those 
live bullets and wire cutters away from him, and give him 
some blanks. This we believe! And on this we stand! 

l irtic 'Jw B&k8 (play.(( by Voight.).. Noble Patterson. 

children continue ona tLipscombforf i -  children aga ins t  taking any courses un- 
m. We l i v e  l e s s  than a  mile from the  der h i s  ins t ruc t ion .  This ought t o  t e l l  
Lipscomb campus; ye t ,  when our chi ldren t h e  administration someth inq;but , i f so ,  
f i n i s h  hiqh ,school there ,  we account i t  it i s  not  evident. For me and mine, l e t  
f o l l y  t o  r i s k  exposing them t o  t h e  per- us j u s t  continue patronizing schools a t  
verse  views of a  f a l s e  teacher such a s  l e a s t  where they a r e  t r v i n q  t o  hold the  
we know McRay t o  be. Even several  o f h i s  l i n e  against  apostasy...Sorry, Wes, I'll 
colleaques on t h e  f acu l tywarn the i r  own t r y  t o  g e t  t o  you another time. I Y R J r .  
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Dear Brethren1 

Although soon a q u a r t e r  of a cen tu ry  s h a l l  have passed 
s i n c e  t h e  schism formed among us over i n t e r - congrega t iona l  
cooperation--by which t ime it would seem t h a t  a l l  old  wounds 
should have hea led  andbeenforgotten-athesimple fact remains 
t h a t  they have not hea led ,  and t h e  h e a r t s  of many of u s  who 
remained-with t h e t r u t h  on t h i s  q u e s t i o n  s t i l l  v i a r n  f o r  t h e  
ones who went away. 

Although t h e r e  cannot r e a l l y  be ,  i n  f a c t , a n y f e l l o w s h i p  
worthy of t h e  name between us  as long  a s  t hose  whomadethose 
o ld  con ten t ions  a g a i n s t  such coope ra t ion  cont inue  t o  do so-- 
y e t  I ,  f o r  one (and I know of l i t e r a l l y  thousands of o t h e r s ,  
who a r e  of t h e  same mind),  would go t o  any s c r i p t u r a l  l e n g t h  
i n  order  t o  h e a l  t h e  breach s o  t h a t  we a l l  might g e t b a c k t o -  
g e t h e r  a g a i n ,  c l o s e  ranks  and t h u s  p r e s e n t  a un i t ed  f r o n t  a- 
g a i n s t  t h a t  e r r o r  which t h r e a t e n s  t o  d e s t r o y  us  both---- 
alism, 

It may come as some s u r p r i s e  t o  many t h a t  t h e  t h r e a t  of 
l i b e r a l i s m  i n  no wise  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  ranks  of u s  who con- 
t end  for--and p rac t i ce - - in t e r - congrega t iona l  cooperat ion.  I n  
a s p e c i a l  meeting a t  Abi lene,  Texas, which I p e r s o n a l l y c a l l -  
ed du r ing  t h e  ACC Lec tu re s  i n  February a y e a r  ago, no l e s s  a 
p a i r  t h a n  Yater and W i l l i a m  Wallace tu rned  up. Although 
Clvde Morgan (who a r ranged  f o r  t h e  accommodations f o r t h e  ev- 
en ing )  and I should have been g r a t i f i e d  i f  even 25 or  30 had 
come t o g e t h e r ,  we were overjoyed when more t h a n  100--mostly 
p reache r s  and e lders--put  i n  a n  appearance,  

"I don ' t  know i f  I am even supposed t o  be here , "  b ro th-  
e r  Tant began, "or whether i t  i s  a l l  r i g h t  f o r  me t o  speak,  
b u t  I have something I would l i k e  t o  say," I a s s u r e d  him t h e  
meeting was "open" and t h a t  anyone who had something he f e l t  
needed say ing  should "say on." 

Yater  began by say ing  t h a t  i f  we whom he termed " i n s t i -  
t u t i o n a l "  b r e t h r e n  f e l t  that we were t h e  Only ones who were 
under a t t a c k  from l i b e r a l i s m ,  we had ano the r  t h i n k  coming-- 
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that those  whom we u s u a l l y  r e f e r  t o  a s  
" a n t i "  a r e  coming under t h e  self-same 
a t t a c k .  He went on t o  say  t h a t ,  i n  his 
opin ion ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  t ime had  f i n a l l y  
come when those  of u s  who b e l i e v e i n t h e  
"o ld  pa ths"  must f i n d  a way t o  bury our  
d i f f e r e n c e s ,  u n i t e  and p r e s e n t a  s i n g l e ,  
s o l i d  f r o n t  a g a i n s t  our common enemy, i .  
e., libera'lism/modernism. A chorus  of a- 
mens was heard throughout  t h e  room. - 

I made i t  c l e a r  that as far a s I a m  
persona1:l.v concerned, I am j u s t  as much 
opposed t o  t h e  " a n t i s "  b indingt ihere  t h e  
Lord l e f t  l o o s e  a s  I am a g a i n s t  " l i b e r -  
a l s "  l o o s i n g  where t h e  Lord bound. That 
i n s o f a r  a s  I am a b l e  t o  determine,  both 
( n o t  j u s t  one) a r e  i n  e r r o r .  Onthe  oth-  
e r  hand, I made i t  e q u a l l y  c l e a r , I , a l -  
s o ,  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  t ime i s  long p a s t ,  
when we should have g o t t e n  back toge th -  
e r  f o r  common s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  e r ro r - -  
and t h a t  i f  anyone could  come up w i t h  a  
s c r i p t u r a l  s o l u t i o n  a s  t o  how t h i s  could 
be accomplished t h a t  I ,  f o r  one, should 
be most i n t e r e s t e d .  

During t h e  nore  than  a year-and-a- 
half  i n t e r v e n i n g  between t h a t  n i g h t  and 
now, exchangas of correspondence r e l a t -  
i n g  t o  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  have t r a n s p i r e d  
between b r o t h e r  Tant and me. Also ,  sev- 
e r a l  phone c a l l s  have been made by bo th  
p a r t i e s ,  I have come t o  a g r e e  t h a t  bas- 
i c a l l y  speaking  enormously more commun- 
i t y  of concern e x i s t s  between ous"  and 
t h e  " a n t i s "  t h a n  e x i s t s  between us  and 
t h e  " l ibe ra l s " - - and  t h a t  i f  we expec t  t o  
be s u c c e s s f u l  i n  p u t t i n g  the cause of 
l i b e r a l i s m  t o  f l i g h t ,  perhaps  t h e  most 
e f f e c t i v e  way t o  do it would be as sug- 
ges ted  above. 

HERSCHEL E .  PATTON RADIO 3ROADCAST 
HELPS TO S.TRENCTHEN THIS CONVICTION 

Something f u r t h e r  happened one day 
not  l ong  ago t o  h e l p  s t r e n g t h e n  t h i s  i- 
dea t h a t  we must g e t  back t o g e t h e r  i f a t  
a l l  s c r i p t u r a l l y  poss ib l e .  I was on t h e  
way from Nashv i l l e  toLawrencoburg, Ten- 
n e s s e e ,  one Lord's Day, when I chanced 
t o  d i a l  i n  a  b roadcas t  by Herschel  Pat- 
-, of M t .  P l e a s a n t ,  Tennessee, on t h e  
c a r  r a d i o .  He was g i v i n g  i t  t o  t h e  l i b -  
e r a l s  i n  such a n  e f f e c t i v e  way t h a t  f o r  
s e v e r a l  minutes  I f e l t  s l ~ r e l y  he a lmost  
had t o  be one of "us." It was n o t  u n t i l  - 
he go t  r i g h t  down t o  t h e  c l o s e  of what 
he had t o  s a y  t h a t  I could d e t e c t  even 
t h e  s l i g h t e s t  v a r i a n c e  between t e a -  
ch ing  and -. 

"Experience, l o g i c ,  and t n e  Bib'Le , 
he d e c l a r e d ,  'have always s h o w n t h a t t h e  
g r e a t e s t  and most dangerous t h r e a t s  t o  
t h e  peace,  s t a b i l i t y ,  and s a f e t y  of any 

o rgan iza t ion ,  n a t i o n ,  f ami ly ,  b u s i n e s s ,  
o r  b o d j  a r e  those  t h a t  comefromwithin.  
Cor rup t ionand  s t r i f e w i t h i n  is  t h e  g r e a t -  
e s t  t h r e a t  t o  any na t ion .  

"There aremanyertemieswhichthreat- 
e n  t h e  peace and t h e  s e c u r i t y  of every  
home--thieves, c a l a m i t i e s  o f n a t u r e , w a r s  
etc.--but t h e s e  a r e  n o t  n e a r l y  s o  dang- 
e rous  as a l a c k  of l ove ,  h a t r e d , d i s l o y -  
a l t y ,  and b e t r a y a l s  w i th in .  No t h r e a t s  
t o  our p h y s i c a l  l i f e  a r e  dreaded more 
t h a n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  o r  mental d i s o r d e r s  
t h a t  may a r i s e  from wi th in .  dur  g r e a t  
n a t i o ?  has  been undaunted by t h e  t h r e a t s  
of a g g r e s s i v e  powers, bu t  i s  now g r e a t -  
l y  concernedabout  i n t e r n a l  s t r i f e ,  r i o t s  
and crime. J e s u s  was be t r ayed  by one of 
h i s  chosen twelve and r e j e c t e d  by "His 
own." (He came unto  h i s  own and h i s  own 
rece ived  him n o t . )  

"Paul  warned that t h r e a t s  t o  t h e  
church would a r i s e  from wi th in .  'Alsoof  
your own s e l v e s  s h a l l  men a r i s e ,  speak- 
i n g  pe rve r se  t h i n g s ,  t o  draw away d i s -  
c i p l e s  a f t e r  them. (Ac t s  20:30) '...it 
was needfu l  f o r  me t o w r i t e  un toyou ,  and 
exhor t  you t h a t  ye should e a r n e s t l y c o n -  
t end  f o r  t h e  f a i t h  which was o n c e d e l i v -  
e red  un to  t h e  s a i n t s .  For t h e r e  a r e s -  
t a i n  men c r e p t  i n  unawares, w'nowerebe- 
f o r e  of o l d  ordained t o  t h i s  condemna- 
t i o n .  ungodly men, t u r n i n g  t h e  m a c e  of - 
our Cod I n t o -  l a sc iv iousness . .  . ' ( Jude  3- 
4 )  'Now t h e  S ~ i r i t  sueaketh  e x ~ r e s s l v .  
t h a t  i n  t h e  l i t t e r  t imes some s i m l : ~  d;l 
D a r t  from t h e  f a i t h ,  g i v i n g  heed t o  se -  
ducing s u i r i t s ,  and d o c t r i n e s  of d e v i l s  - . .. ' ( I  Timothy 4 1 1 )  'For f i r s t  of a:Ll, 
when Ye come t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  church. I 
hea r  i h a t  t he re -a re  d i v i s i o n s  among you! 
and I ~ a r t l v  b e l i e v e  it. For t h e r e  must - 

be heresiesWamong you, t h a t  t hey  which 
a r e  approved may be made man i fe s t  among 
you.' ( I  Cor in th i ans  11118-19) 

"There i a  no way t o  e r a d i c a t e  t h r e a t s  
from w i t h i n ,  no ma t t e rwha t  rea'lm. We may 
wish t h e y  would goaway, a n d e v e n p r e t e n d  
t h e y  a r e  n o t  t h e r e ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  s e l f -  
dece iv ing  and f o o l i s h .  

"How must t h e s e  t h r e a t s  be t r e a t e d  
o r  d e a l t  w i th?  F i r s t ,  we must recognize  
t h e i r p r e s e n c e .  Too o f t e n t h e r e i s a  tend-  
dency t o  ignore-close our eyes--or *p lay  
l i k e '  we don ' t  s e e  t h e  beginning  of a  
wor ld ly  tendency o r  s p i r i t  i n t h e  church.  
t h e  first s t e p s  t o  apos ta sy ,  o r  t h e  dy- 
i n g  of love .  We a r e  too  a f r a i d  that i f  
we c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e s e  t h i n g s  some- 
one w i l l  c a l l  us a s e l f - r i g h t e o u s  judge, 
a mote hun te r ,  o r  t rouble-maker,  s o  we 
j u s t  convince 0~1rse:lves t h e r e  is noth-  
i n g  t h e r e - - u n t i l  t h e  t h i n g  becomes s o  b i g  
and prominent t h a t  i t  i s  i n o p e r a t a b l e .  



O r ,  we can  t ake  a ' p a c i f i s t '  p o s i t i o n ,  
r e f u s i n g  t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  them i n  any 
way, bu t  t h i s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  our  becom- 
i n g  e a r l y  v i c t ims .  The only wise course  
i s  t o  reco,?ize t h e  e v i l  w h i c h p o s e s t h e  
t h r e a t ,  t h e n  t ake  proper  a c t i o n  t o  de- 
f e a t  o r  uproot  it. The a c t i o n  necessary  
t o  uproot ing  o r  d e f e a t i n g  t h e  e v i l  may 
be r a d i c a l  and unp leasan t ,  b u t s a f e t y i s  
more impor tant  t h a n  f e e l i n g s .  

" I n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  reeim,, physica:l 
means f o r  up roo t ing  e v i l  a r e  forb idden.  
( 2  Cor in th i ans  1013-5)  However, e f f e c t -  
i v e  means have been provided. Weuse t h e  
sword of t h e  S p i r i t ,  t h e  word of God. 
(Ephes ians  6117) Divine i n s t r u c t i o n  i s  
'Beloved, b e l i e v e  n o t  every  s p i r i t ,  bu t  

t h e  s i r i t s w h e t h e r t h e y a r e  of Cod. 
( I  JX *nd t h a t  because of f a l s e  
b r e t h r e n  unawares brought  in... To whom 
we gave u l a c e  bu sub. iect ion.  no. no7 f o r  
a n  hour...' ( G a l a t i a n s  214-5) 'Themthat  
s i n  rebuke before  a l l ,  t h a t  o t h e r s  a l s o  
may f e a r . '  ( I  Timothy 5120) "...re~uke 
them s h a r p l y ,  t h a t  they  may be sound i n  
t h e  fai th. . . '  ( T i t u s  1 1 1 3 )  '...that he 
may be a b l e  by sound d o c t r i n e  bo th  t o  
exhor t  and t o  convince t h e  ~ a i n s a y e r s . '  
( T i t u s  119)  'NowIbeseechyou,brethren, 
mark t h e n  which cause d i v i s i o n s  and of- 
f e n c e s  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  doc t r inewhich  ye 
have learned1 and avoidthem.' (Romans 
16117)  'Now we command you, b re th ren ,  i n  
t h e  name of our  Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  t h a t  
ye withdraw vourse lves  f romeverybro th -  
e r  t h a t  walketh d i s o r d e r l y ,  and n o t  af- 
t e r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  which he r ece ived  of 
us. '  ( 2  T h e s s a l o n i a n s 3 1 6 )  ' I f t h e r e  come 
any un to  you, and b r i n g  n o t  t h i s  dec- 
t r i n e ,  r e c e i v e  him n o t  i n t o  vour house, 
n e i t h e r  b id  him G o d w . '  ( 2  John 9 )  
'And t h e  s e r v a n t  of t h e  Lord must n o t  
s t r i v e )  bu t  be g e n t l e  un to  a l l  men, a p t  
t o  t e a c h ,  p a t i e n t ,  I n m e e k n e s s i n s t r u c t -  
i n g  those  t h a t  oppose t h e m s e l v e s l i f G o d  
peradventure  w i l l  g ive  them repen tance  
t o  t h e  acknowledging of t h e  t r u t h . '  ( 2  
Timothy 2124-25) 

"These s c r i p t u r e s  c l ea r lyshowwha t  
t h e  a c t i o n  of C h r i s t i a n s  should be wi th  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h r e a t s  t o  t h e  t r u t h ,  be 
they  from wi thout  o r  w i t h i n . E v i l  cannot 
be wished away o r ignored .  P a t i e n t ,  gent -  
l e  i n s t r u c t i o n  must be g i v e n , w i t h o u t a n  
hour 's  de l ay ,  u s ing  sound d o c t r i n e ,  i n  
a n  e f f o r t  t o  conv ic t  t h e  gainsayer .  I f  
t h i s  i s  i n e f f e c t i v e ,  it should be f o i -  
lowed by sha rp  rebuke. F i n a l l y ,  i f  t h e  
e r r o r  i s  n o t  c o r r e c t e d ,  t h e r e  must be a 
withdrawal  of t h e  f a i t h f u l  f r o m a n y f e l -  
lowship w i t h  t h e  e v i l .  

"Today, a t t e n t i o n  i s  be ing  c a l l e d  
t o  t h r e a t s  t o  our  n a t i o n  and aur  homes 
from wi th in - - r io tg ,  c i v i l  d i sobedience ,  

p o l i t i c a l  d i s t r u s t  and u n r e s t  i n t h e n a -  
t i o n !  t h e  gene ra t iongap ,  d rugs , and  f:La- 
g r a n t  immoral i ty  i n  our homes.Theseare 
r e a l  t h r e a t s ,  from w i t h i n ,  t o o u r n a t i o n  
and homes and should be s e r i o u s l y  d e a l t  
with. But t h e r e  a r e  a l s o s e r i o u s  t h r e a t s  
t o  t h e  Lord 's  church--from w i t h i n - - t o -  
day, and t h i s  i s  w h a t I a m p r i m a r i l y c o n -  
cerned  about  i n  t h i s  lesson .  

" I  am concerned about  t h e  l a c k  of 
r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of C h r i s t  and 
t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  fo l lowing  t h e  Bib le  i n  
a l l  our f a i t h  and p r a c t i c e s i s , p e r h a p s ,  
not  s o  impor tant  and necessary  a s  we, 
and our  f o r e - f a t h e r s ,  have i n d i c a t e d .  
This  i s  a sent iment  w i t h i n  t h e  body of 
C h r i s t  today t h a t  has  wrought havoc a -  
mong b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e  Lord i n d a y s  p a s t ,  
and w i l l  do t h e  same now. The i n e v i t a -  
b:Le f r u i t  of t h i s  a t t i t u d e  i s  apos ta sy  
and a f o r f e i t i n g  of f e l lowsh ipwi thGod .  

" In  r e c e n t  y e a r s  I have heard prea- 
c h e r s d e c l a r e , a n d  have read  i n t h e i r w r i t -  
i n g s ,  t h a t  we candomany t h i n g  s f  o rwhich  
t h e r e  is  no s c r i p t u r a l  a u t h o r i t y !  t h a t  
t h e  B i b l e  doesno tg1veusacomp: l e t e  pa t -  
t e r n  f o r  t h e  Lord's church! t h a t w e  c a n ' t  
be s u r e  t h a t  we a r e  r i g h t  when w e  a r e  
fo l lowing  exact lywhat i sc lear lyreveal -  
ed i n  t h e  B i b l e ,  and many o t h e r  similar 
express ions .  An example o f t h i s  a t t i t u d e  
i s  seen i n  a n  i n c i d e n t  and a l e t t e r  i n -  
vo lv ing  a c e r t a i n  c e l e b r i t y w h o p r o f e s s -  
e s  t o  be amember o f t h e  churchof  C h r i s t .  
Sometime back P a t  Boone appeared o n t e l e -  
v i s i o n  w i t h  Oral Rober ts  and had a c t u a l  
f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  h i m i n h i s f a l s e l y s t y l e d  
' f a i t h  h e a l i n g '  and commendedthis f a l s e  
t e a c h e r  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  work hewas  doing. 
N a t u r a l l y ,  P a t  was seve re ly  c r i t i c i z e d  
f o r  h i s  a c t i o n  by numerous b re tn ren .  I n  
r e p l y  t o  a c r i t i c a l  l e t t e r ,  P a t  wrote 
t h e  fo l lowing  t o  t h e  pre8.cher (Foy L. 
Smith)  c r i t i c i z i n g  him1 

"'Dear b r o t h e r  Foy I 

" ' I  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  concern t h a t  
prompted your l e t t e r  and a r t i c l e .  I r e -  
ce ived  a l o t  of r e a c t i o n ,  p ro  and con, 
s i n c e  t h e  televisionappearances.Myaim, 
of cour se ,  was t o  make my own C h r i s t i a n  
s t a t emen t  and a f f i r m  my f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  
before  some es t ima ted  f i v e  m i l l i o n  peo- 
p le .  I f e l t  t h i s  oppor tun i ty  wastoomo- 
mentous t o  pass  up because of some doc- 
t r i n a l d i f f e r e n c e  I m i g h t h a v e w i t h  Oral., 

"'I say  a g a i n ,  I understand your 
concern and I sha re  some of it w i t h  you, 
but  p e r s o n a l l y  I 've  q u i t  a s s u m i n g t h a t 1  
know Cod's mind s o  i n t i m a t e l y  t h a t 1  can 
s a y  w i t h  a s su rance  what He i s  o r  i s  n o t  
p l eased  with. If you remember, J e s u s r e -  
fused  H i s  d i s c i p l e s '  r e q u e s t  t o  f o r b i d  



o t h e r s  who were p reach ing  i n  H i s  name 
because t h e  d i s c i p l e s  s a i d  ' t h e y a r e  n o t  
of us.' I c e r t a i n l y w o u l d  d i f f e r w i t h o r -  
a l  on some p o i n t s ,  b u t  I cannot  t e l l  you 
t h a t  God i s  d i sp leased  w i t h  him f o r  h i s  
b e l i e f s ,  o r  w i t h  me f o r  be ing  on Oral 'e  
show, f o r  t h e  simple r eason  that I am n o t  
God.. . * 

"This l e t t e r  c o n t a i n s  a  a l a s s i c  
s ta tement  of c u r r e n t  th ink ing ,  both  i n  
and out of t h e  church,  i l l u s t r a t i n g  the  
ve ry  t h i n g  I have been d iscuss ing ,  The 
s ta tement  ' I 've  q u i t a s s u m i n g t h a t 1  know 
God's mind s o  i n t i m a t e l y  t h a t  I can  say 
w i t h  assurance  whatHe i s  or  i s n o t p l e a s -  
ed w i t h '  r e f l e c t s  a  d i m i n i s h i n g f a i t h i n  
God and t h e  B ib le ,  and a  t o t a l  c o l l a p s e  
of convic t ion .  

"(Concerning t h i s  b r o t h e r  Sewell  
Hall colrmented i n  t h e  2/4/70 E a s t s l d e  
En l igh tene r ,  'If we do n o t  knowthemind 
of God, i t  i s  e i t h e r  t h a t  He has  f a i l e d  
t o  r e v e a l  h i s  mind o r  t h a t  we have f a i l -  
ed t o  comprehend t h e  r e v e l a t i o n .  I Ccr. 
219-16 c l e a r l y  s t a t e s  that t h e  mind of 
God has been revea led  i n  t h e  a p o s t l e s '  
t eaching.  Some, of course ,  w i l l  a l l ow 
that God's mind has been r e v e a l e d ,  but  
they  f e e l  t h a t  humi l i ty  f o r b i d s  'assum- 
i n g  t h a t  Iknow God*smind. 'Yet,  i f  Cod's 
mind ha€ been revea led  t o  man, it is  no 
'lack of humi l i ty  t o  assume that we know 
i t - - t h i s  i s  H i s  purpose i n i e v e a l i n g i t .  
'Wherefore be ye n o t  f o o l i s h  b u t  under- 
s t a n d  what the  w i l l  o f t h e  Lordis.*Eph, 
5117. 

" 'If  I cannot  'say w i t h  a s s m a n c e  
what He is  o r  i s  n o t  p l e a s q d w i t h , ' t h e n  
I can do no th ing  by f a i t h .  I cannot  be 
s u r e  God i s  pleasedwithmybapt ism,with  
my worship on t h e  f i r s t  day o f theweek ,  
w i t h  my wearing t h e  name C h r i s t i a n .  A f -  
t e r  a l l ,  many good and i n t e l l i g e n t  peo- 
p l e  d i sag ree  w i t h  me on t h e s e  t h i n g s a n d  
on every o t h e r  t h i n g  I p r a c t i c e  r e l i g i -  
ously. But i f  I cannot do t h e s e  t h i n g s  
by f a i t h ,  t h e y  become sin...Rom.14123. 

" ' I f  I cannot  'say w i t h  assurance  
what He i s  o r  i s  n o t  p l e a s e d w i t h , l t h e n  
I cannot s p e a k o u t w i t h a s s u r a n c e  a g a i n s t  
any p r a c t i c e ,  moral or  r e l i g i o u s ,  i n o u r  
world today. I cannot p r e a c h w l t h a s s u r -  
ance a g a i n s t  bowing t o  images, worship 
of Mary, i n f a n t b a p t i s m ,  denominatiunal- 
i s m ,  drur.ker.ness, murder, adul t e r y ,  o r  
any o t h e r  p r a c t i c e .  To do s o  w o u l d b e t o  
assume t h a t  I know what G o d i s d i s p l e a s -  
e d  w i t h  and,  according  t o  P a t ,  it would 
be making myself God. 

"'I am not  God. Thls  be ing  so.  I 
'must n o t  s t r i v e t  b u t  be g e n t l e u n t o a l l  
men, a p t  t o  t each ,  p a t i e n t . '  ( 2  Tim. 2 ,  

24) When I a t t e m p t t o r e s t o r e t h e  e r r i n g ,  
I must do s o  ' i n  t h e  s p i r i t o f m e e k n e s s ,  
cons ide r ing  myself l e s t  I a l s o b e  tempt- 
ed.' ( G a l .  611) Yet I must t e a c h ,  and I 
must r e s t o r e ,  I must contend e a r n e s t l y  
f o r  t h e  f a i t h ( ~ u d e  3 ) a n d  I m u s t r e p r w e ,  
rebuke,  and exhor t .  ( 2  T i m .  4 1 2 ) A  f a i l -  
u re  t o  do s o  i s  n o t  meekness b u t  weak- 
ness.  It i s  n o t  humi l i ty ,  b u t  :Lack of 
convic t ion .  It w i l l  s a p  my own s p i r i t u -  
a l  energy and as it becomesmore common. 
i t  w i l l  d e s t r o y  t h e  church. ...' 

Down t o  t h i s  p o i n t  i n h i s d i s c o u r s e  
I was deeply  p leased  wi th  what b r o t h e r  
Pa t ton  had had t o  say. It w a s  n o t  u n t i l  
t he  c l o s i n g  moments of h i s  b roadcas t  i n  
which he began a t t a c k i n g  " s u c h t h i n g s a s  
chuech-sponsored r e c r e a t i o n a l a n d  d i n i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  playgrounds,  camps, kinder-  
g a r t e n s ,  church founded and supported 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  such a s  schools  f o r  ed i fy -  
i n g ,  h o s p i t a l s  f o r v i s i t i n g t h e  s i c k .  and 
asylum type  homesfor orphans, old f o l k s  
and unwed mothers" that1 c o u l d f i n d a n y -  
t h i n g  t o  t a k e  i s s u e  w i t h  a t  a l l .  Recog- 
n i z i n g ,  as I do, t h a t  most of these ac-  
t i v i t i e s  come under t h e  "good works" it 
i s  t h e  d u t y  of C h r i s t i a n s  t o  be "ready 
un to , "  and most of the  r e s t  a r e  b u t  me- 
thods ( s p e c i f i c s )  f o r  c a r r y i n g  out  gen- 
& commands of t h e  Lord, I thought  t o  
myself how wonderful it would be i f  n o t  
only he b u t  thousand of o t h e r s  j u s t  l i k e  
him could giveuptheseunpr0fitab:Le con- 
t e n t i o n s  and u n i t e  w i t h  us  i n a n a l l - e u t  
f i g h t  f o r  t h e  t r u t h  a g a i n s t  l i b e r a l i s m  
and modernism i n  t h e  church1 

SUBSCRIPTIONS A N D  BUNDLE ORDERS FOR 
LOCAL DISTRIBUTION COW FLOODING I N  

That Contendinn f o r  t h e  F a i t h  must 
have s t r u c k  a nerve i n  t h e  brotherhood. 
I have no doubt .  The way t h e  subsc r iv -  
t i o n s  and s t a n d i n e  o rde r s  f o r  bund les  of 
t h i s  paper  f o r  l o c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  began 
pour ing  i n ,  once b r e t h r e n  became a:Lert- 
ed t o  t h e  type of m a t e r i a l  i t w o u l d p r e -  
s e n t  from i s s u e  t o  i s s u e ,  has been most 
g r a t i f y i n g .  

The church a t  Alarno. Tennessee, i s  
r e c e i v i n g  1 5  coo ies  each month. L i n d e l l  
R .  Doty, t h e i r m i n i s t e r , w r o t e u n d e r  d a t e  
of J u l y  7, 1970, t h a t  t h e y  " d e s i r e  t o  
p lace  i t  i n  t h e  hands of a l l t h e e l d e r s ,  
-, " 

I l l u s t r a t i n g  what a  concerned sis- 
t e r  i n  C h r i s t  can do t o  h e l p  sound out  
t h e  g e n e r a l  a larm,  Ruth F. Alexander, of 
Richland. Washington, i n  o rde r ing  15 of 
t h e  J u l v  i s s u e .  s a i d .  "Please send t h i s  
bundle bf 15 i n d e f i n i t e l y  each month un- 
til I s t o p  it." She went on t o  say,". . .  
I h a v e h a d  some doubts  about  Bro. Chalk 



f o r  some time. I heard him p reach  i n  t h e  
b i g  a u d i t o r i u n  i n D a l l a s  s e v e r a l y e a r s a g o .  
Then he he ld  a  meet ing a t S o u t h s i d e c h u r c h  
i n  Ft .  Worth abou t  1+ y e a r s  ago. He made 
some q u e s t i o n a b l e  s t a t emen t s  each  t ime a- 
bout  t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  Some of t h e  members 
6 t  Southsj.de r e a l l y  ob jec ted  t o  t h e  i d e a  
he p r e sen t ed .  

" I s  Ted Thcmas rhe  son of Harold Phom- 
as? See 'he enc losed  s h e e t s  I t o r e  o l t  of 
Power f o r  Today. I t  seems a d r i f t  toward 
denominat ional ism t o  start  t h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  
of bab i e s .  F i n a l l v i t w i l l e n d u u b v s u r i n k -  

Arkansas,  wro te ,  under d a t e  of J u l y  16 ,  1970,  
"P lease  send 15 c o p i e s  of CONTENDINGFORTHE 
FAITHNewsletter f o r  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  months.. .I 
am paying  f o r  t h i s  pe r sona l l y .  Mycheckfor  
$5 i s  enclosed..  . " 

"We would l i k e  a bundle of 15 'Contend- 
i n g  f o r  t h e  F a i t h '  Newsle t te r  once a  month," 
A:Lbvrt A .  Boor, of San t a  Maria. C a l i f o r n i a  
l e t  u s  know i n  August. "We have a l l  k inds  
of vrovaganda m a t e r i a l  l e f t  l y i n g  around t h e  
t a b l e  i n  t h e  church  b u i l d i n g ,  s o  we would 
l i k e  t o  have t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  t o  pass o u t ,  
+nn.. . " ---. , . 

l i n g  water  from a r o s e  on t h e  baby i n d  c a l l -  
i n g  it baptism. That  i s  e x a c t l y  w h a t  hap- o ' d  L i t t r e l l ,  f o r  t h e  church  meet- 
pened a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  C h r i s t i a n  Church i n g  ayEr!nklev. Arkansas,  o rdered  -- 
g r a d u a l l y  over  t h e  years .  You see .  I was a t o  be  s e n t  and b i l l e d  f o r  each  month. 
b rought  up i n  t h a t  church a n d 1  c a n s e e t h e  
same a p o s t a s i e s  c r eep ing  i n t o  t h e  t r u e  A s  a  pe r sona l  under tak ing ,  s i s t e r  
church  now. C .  Cain,  of A l ~ i n e .  Texas, p l aced  a s tand-  

i n g  o r d e r  w i th  us  f o r  30 c o p i e s  t o  be s e n t  
"Thank you f o r  your  courage.  May t h e  each  month. 

Lord a i v e  you a l o n a  l i f e . . . "  

Lon Jones ,  m i n i s t e r  of t h e  church  a t  
Anahuac, Texas. under  d a t e  June 30.  1970. 
wrote. " I n  a r e c e n t b u s i n e s s m e e t i n g o f t h e  
men of t h e  church  he re ,  it was unanimous- 
l y  decided t o  o l a c e  a  s t a n d i n e  o r d e r  w i t h  
ybu f o r  your  m b n t h l y n e w s l e t t G .  'Contend- 
i n a  f o r  t h o  Fai th, '  We would l i k e  a bund- 
l e  of 1 5  v e r  month and we would l i k e  t o  be 
b i l l e d  q u a r t e r l y .  God b l e s s  you i n  your  
work.. . " 

. . .  . 
"We would l i k e  1 copy of anyUback  i s s u e  
you have f o r  t h i s  yea r .  Wewould l i k e  t h e s e  
f o r  our  f i l e s . . , "  

Under d a t e  J u l y  23. 1970,JimDismuke 
wrote  on beha:Lf of t h e  c h u r c h a t  Bellevi:Ll'S. 
I l l i n o i s  "Appreciate  your  e f f o r t s i n c o m -  
b a t t i n g  libera:Lism. We a r e  p r e s e n t l y  a smal:L 
congre&t ion ,  and a bundle o f 1 5 c o p i e s p e r  
month of 'CONTENDING-FOR-THE-FAITH' News- 
l e t t e r  w i l l  be adequate  f o r  our  needs. 
P l ea se  start  sending  them w i t h  your next  
issue.. .Also, if they  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  send 
u s  a bundle of 15 of t h e  f o l l o w i n g b a c k  is- 
s u e s ,  February 19701 April-May 1970, and 
June 1970...And, enc losed  i s  my check f o r  
$5 f o r  s i n g l e  c o p i e s  of 'Axe on t he  Root' 
--volumes I ,  I1 and 111.. ." 

"Thank you f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  copy of t h e  

whom do no t  r ead  many of our  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  
I know of none that w i l l  s e rve  t h e  cause  
g r e a t e r  t h a n  your  p r e s e n t  pub:Lication, 
where you ' t e l l  it l i k e  i t  is.' God b l e s s  
you..." 

C a r r o l l  P. Benqet t ,  m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  
West S ide  congrega t ion ,  of L i t t l e  Rock, 

. 
ed ,  " I  am a n  e l d e r  i n  t h e  church  a t  Crom- 
w e l l .  I have r e a d  t h e  2 volumes of Axe on 
t h e  Root. And r ead  your n e w s l e t t e r s . 1  j u s t  
wanted you t o  know t h a t  I a v u r e c i a t e  t h e  
work y& a r e  doing and that God i s  con t in -  
u i n g  t o  b l e s s  you i n  h i s  se rv ice . .  . " 

Old-time and f a i t h f u l  gospe l  p r eache r  
Harber t  D. Hooker, who preaches  t o t h e m  
& congrega t i on  a t  C r v s t a l  C i t y .  Missou- 
d, i n  o r d e r i n g  50  c o p i e s  t o  be s e n t  t o  him 
each month. as from August 13. 1970. s a i d .  
" . . . I  w i l l  s c a t t e r  them hs r e  and m a i l  them 
i n  t h e  b u l l e t i n .  I do n o t  know where t h i s  
t h i n g  i s  go ing  t o  end..." 

"Mav t h e  Lord b l e s s  and au ide  vou i n  
your  abl;  manner of f i g h t i n g  ?he a'i&ing 
i n r o a d s  of f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  i n t o  t h e  b ro th -  
e rhood,"  Trov M. Cummin~s, of Lone Beach, 
C a l i f o r n i a .  wrote  May 1. 1970. " I n  a d d i t i o n  
A,. ..- -. . each ine  and t e a c h i n a  c o n c e r n i n e  t h i s  L Y  pl ~ ~~ 

e v i l .  I a m  p lanning- - theUlord  w i l l i G g - -  t o  
publ i s t l  m y  own c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  b a t t l e  
f o r  sound d o c t r i n e ,  beg inning  soon and ap-  
p e a r i n g  from t ime t o  t ime  as I am a b l e  t o  
g e t  t h e  work done.. .'' 

"The e l d e r s  have asked me t o w r i t e a n d  
r e q u e s t  your  sending  u s  a monthlybundle of 
50  c o v i e s  of CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH, " 
Grandol Forehand, m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  c h u r c h a t  

informed us September 3rd .  
"We a r e  o u i t e  concerned abou t  t h i s  soread  
of l i b e r a l i s m ,  and we a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  'work 
you a r e  do ing  t o  combat i t , . . "  

"When I r ece ived  news t h a t  'Camvus E- 
vanee l i sm ' had been d i s con t inued ,  " evange:L- 
1st J e r r v  Davidson, of Donalsonvi l le .  Geor- 
pia, d i s c l o s e d  under d a t e  J u l y  21, 1970, " i t  
came as good news and l a t e r  when I r e c e i v -  
ed by mis take  t h e  ' Pen t ecos t a l '  p r e a c h e r ' s  
b u l l e t i n  f e a t u r i n g  P a t  Boone as one of t h e i r  
r e c e n t  c o n v e r t s ,  I was saddened. While ta:Lk- 
i n g  t o  my a d u l t  c l a s s  on Wednesday n i g h t s .  
I brought  up abou t  r e c e i v i n g  t h a t  b u l l e t i n  
a b o u t  Pa t .  Some of t h e  memhers j u s t  could-  
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n ' t  b e l i e v e  it. They t h o u g h t i t w a s  j u s t  one 
of t h o s e  g o s s i p  columns. Also one s a i d ,  'I 
know h i s  b r o t h e r  r e a l  w e l l , a n d h e  s a i d p e o -  
p l e  were always t e l l i n g  l i e s  abou t  Pat.  She 
a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  shewould have t o h e a r  i t  from 
P a t  himself  be fo r e  shewould b e l i e v e  it. An- 
o t h e r  s a i d ,  e v e n a f t e r  b r o t h e r c o t h a m ' s a r t -  
i c l e  i n  t he  Advocate. 'We:Ll, he i s  human j u s t  
l i k e a n y o n e  e l se .He  cou ldp robab lybewrong . '  
Another s a i d ,  'There i s  a p r e a c h e r i n G e o r -  
g i a  that i s  do ing  a l o t  worse t han  P a t  is '  
( r e f e r r i n g t o  s o m e t h i n g i n h i s p r i v a t e  l i f e ) .  

" I r a ,  what i s  it go ing  t o  t ake  t o  waRe 
people  up7 They s e e  t h e  evidence of t h e s e  
f a l s e  t e a c h e r s ,  b u t  t hey  a r e  u n w i l l i n g  t o  
b e l i e v e  it,  They p a s s  it o f f  by s a y i n g  ' j u s t  
because he made a  mis take  doesn ' t  g l ve  u s  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  condemn him.' Some, no doubt ,  
t h i n k  t h e  Advocate would spread  f a l s e  r u -  
mors. I a m  beg inn ing  t o  s e e  j u s t  an mnce  
of what your  s t r u g g l e  has  been l i k e .  

"La t e ly  t h e r e  was a  'Hippy Rock F e s t i -  
v a l '  n e a r  Warner Robins  where I am t o l d  ev- 
e r y  v i l e  o r  v u l g a r  t h i n g  imaginab le  went on. 
I j u s t  thought ,  'You know, t hose  men of God 
who were t h e  p ionee r  p r eache r s  had a r e a l  
hard t ime t r y i n g  t o  r e s t o r e  New Testament 
C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  b u t  I wonder i f  t h e i r  b a t t l e  
was a n y t h i n g  compared t o  w h a t  we a r e  hav- 
i n g  and w i l l  have t o  f i gh t - - l i be r a l i sm ,  mod- 
e rn i sm,  f r e e  s e x  and t he  l i k e . '  

"...I a p p r e c i a t e  what you a r e  doing. I 
t h i n k  o f t e n  of what it must be l i k e  t o h a v e  
t o  do w h a t  you a r e  doing. I r e a l i z e  I t  i s  
n o t  a  u l e a s a n t  t a s k .  b u t  I b i d  vou God's 
s p e e d . * ~ u s t  keep u p - t h e  good f i g 6 t .  f o r  one 
day t he  b a t t l e  w i l l  a l l  be o v e r a n d  t h e  v i c -  
t o r y  w i l l  be won. I f  we can assist you i n  
any way f e e l  f r e e  t o  cal:L on us...P:Lease 
send u s  15 c o p i e s  of 'Contending f o r  t h e  
Faith' and b i l l  me personally...Don't f o r -  
g e t  you can count  on me as one of t h e  many 
who r e s p e c t  you and l o v e  you f o r  what you 
a r e  doing.. ." 

" I  a p p r e c i a t e  s o  ve ry  much yourwork f o r  
t h e  Master and especia:Lly t h e  Axe on t h e  Root, 
numbers one, two, and t h r e e , "  E a r l  E. Arn- m, m i n i s t e r  t o t h e  Churcha tDavtonaBeach .  
F l o r i d a .  dec l a r ed  i n  a l e t t e r  of J u l y  30, 
1970. "I'm s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  books have he lped  
t o  en l i eh t enmany ,manybre th ren to the  c h a ~ g -  
e s  f a c i n g  t h e  church. 

"The 'Contending f o r  t h e  Fa i th1  news- 
l e t t e r  i s  v e r y  good, and I want y o u t o s e n d  
u s  a bundle  of f l f t v  e a c h  monsh, T h i s  i s  a  
v e r y  u s e f u l  a.rd n e e d f u l  payer.  P o ~ k n o w t h e  
prob1etr.s that we have had i n  t h i s  a.rea of 
F l o r i d a  w i t h  Camuus Evanae1.lsmand t h e  'East- 
e r  Crusades,.' Here 1 6  a r . ews le t te r  I t h i n k  
you w i l l  f i n d  i n t e r e s t i n g .  It 's wonderful  
t h a t  by exposing Campus Evangelism's a lms 
and e r r o r  i t  had t o  c e a s e , b u t i t g a v e b i r t h  
t o  e. l o t  of c h i l d r e n  w210 must a l s o  c o r r e c t  
t h e i r  a i m s  and d o c t r i n e .  Some o f t f i e t h t n g s  
b e i n g  t a u g h t  i n  and around G a i n e s v i l l e  a r e  
hard  t o  b e l i e v e ,  and t h a t  such could  coxne 
from 'brethrer;!  ' Keep up t h e  good work.. . " 

!hanks v e r y  mvch.. . " 
E. D .  NZ p s d e l ,  e l d e r ,  Ckes tnu t  C r i v e  

Church of ~ h : i s t ,  D o r a v i l ~ . e L P m ~ ,  as of 
August 14, 1970, wro te ,  "P lease  add u s  t o  
your  m a i l i n g  l i s t  f c r  200 couieseachmon:h 
of t h e  Newsletter. 'Contendlnn f o r  t h e  F a i t h .  ' 
We w i l l  d i s t r i b u t e  them t o  our members and 
a s k  t h a t  you b i l l  v s  %cnthly. . .Wethankyou 
f o r  t h e  cop:.es r e ce ived  t h e  p a s t  few months. 
aRd f o r  yoGr courage t o  s tand  up f o r  t h a t  
which i s  good.. ." 

The church a t  Dover. Tennessee,  p l ac -  
ed a n  o r d e r  f o r  1 5  c o p i e s  e ach  mcnth f o r  a 
y e a r ,  e n c l o s i n g  $12, and s ay ing ,  "..Twelve 
people  gave a d o l l a r  e ach  t o  have t h i s  pa- 
pe r  e ach  month. " 

Under d a t e  August 31, 1970, Frances  
Eishop,  s e c r e t a r y t o t h e c h u r c h a t E a s t  Gads- 
der., Alabama, wro t e ,  say ing .  "The e l d e r s  
askeC me t o  w r i t e  you and a s k  ycu t o  send 
100 c o u i e s  each month of Conter ;dinnfor  t h e  
Faith t o  t h e  E a s t  Gadsden Church.. ." 

Archie  W. Luuer ,  on t h e  n i g h t  of J u l y  
20. 1970, t e l epho red  a n  o rde r  f o r  I C C  cou- 
& of t h e  Auril/May ar.d Jwx i s s u e s  each 
t o  be s e n t  a t  once t o  E a s t  Ventura ,  C a l i f -  
o r n i a  church--and t h e  same numbereachmonth 
a f te rward- -sending  t h e  bill t o  him. 

"he would l i k e  t o  r e c e i v e  -of 
"2onter:dlng f o r  t h e  F a i t h '  each month," E. 
E a r l  S a r f l e l d ,  m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  E l l i l a r .  Geor- 
& cong rega t i on  wrote  P-ugust 6,  1970. 

W. R.  Cra ig .  m i n i s t e r  of t h e  c h u r e h a t  
E l k  Citv.  Oklahoma, arid d i r e c t o r  of t h e  
C i t v  School  o fPreach ina ,wr l t ingunder  d a t e  
of August 29, 1970, s a i d ,  "P l ea se  send bun- 
d l e  of 200 o o ~ i e s  of J u l y  1970 i s s u e  of 
C o n t e ~ d i n a  f o r  t h e  F a i t h .  The church  he r e  
w i l l  buy them f o r  our  members ar:d t h e  s t u -  
der.ts (40)  i n  our E l k  C i t y  School  of Prea-  
ching...You a r e  do ing  a g r e a t  work f o r  t h e  
Lord i n  keeuinp t h e  b r e t h r e n i n f o r m e d a b o u t  
d e p a r t u r e s  among us .  God b l e s s  you.. . " 

"Please  pu t  me on d i s t r i b u t i o n  f o r  
c o a s  of Contending f o r  t h e  F a i t h .  May God 
m e s s  you and your  effor ts ."--Tom E l k i n s ,  
e l d e r ,  Gurlev. Alabama, 23 August 1970. 

John Watson and George P a u 1 , e l d e r s  a t  
F l a t  Rock, M i c h i ~ a n ,  under d a t e  J u l y  24, 
1970, wro te ,  "P lease  send u s  50 e o p i e s  of 
'Contendinn-f o r - the-Fa i th '  Newsle t te r . .  . " 

"I r ece ived  v o u r ' J u l v  e d i t i o n  of Con- 
t end inn  f o r  t he  ~ a l t h  today."  ~ o m ~ d a m s x f  
Ganado, Texas, s t a t e d  i n  h i s  of Augllst 2 e ,  
1970, " a ~ d  must say  t h a r  whi le  I am not  s u r -  
p r i s e d  a t  P a t  ~ o o n e ' s  and'  Jimmy L o v e l l ' s  
h e f e o t i o n  i n t o  t h e  l i b e r a l  car no..^ w a s  some- 
what t aken  aback w i th  b r o t h e r i k a l k ' s  d r i f t  
i n  t h a t  d l r e c t i o n .  I had, however, a l o n g  
w i t h  you, n o t i c e d  f o r  many months h i s  com- 
~ i l a t i o n  of v a r i o u s  a u o t a t i o n s  from s e c t a -  

"Enclosed i s a  check f o r  $12.00 f o r  which 
p l e a s e  s e r d  u s  1 5  c o u i e s  p e r  month of CON- 

G i i n  w r i t e r s  i n  h i s  'column ' I n s i g h t '  and 
o f t e n  wondered what t h i s  had t o  d o w i t h  t h e  
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church of Christ .  I had always thought of than they a r e  a f r a i d  t o  oppose e r r o r . 1  have 
him as being one of our b r igh te r  l i g h t s  i n  been i n  the s i t u a t i o n  where e v e n t h e e l d e r s  
the church i n  whom we could count on i n  the  of the  church I worked wi th  would not  back 
days ahead t o  staunchly defend the t ru th .  I up teaching aga ins t  such error..." 
can only hope t h a t  the e l d e r s  a t  Highland 
knew what they were doing i n  h l r l n g  hlm a s  Don Green, mleslonary t o  Malaysla. of 
t h e i r  mln l s t e r ,  and if t h e l r  reason i n  do- 
i n g  s o  was t o  'save' John Allen that it was 
a rouslng success. Is the  Herald of !Truth d e r  wl th  us i n  September f o r  1 5 c o o l e s ~ e r -  
i n  t rouble?  I read somewhere t h a t  b ro the r  gonally each month...The eame f o r  Clarence 
Cawyer res lgned as e l d e r  i n  charge of t h i s  Ham, of Clinton.  South Carolina,  s ince  Ju- 
program with some misglvlngs about it. Do l y ,  s t a r t i n g  wi th  t h e  June/l970 Issue. 
you know anythlng about it? 

BCb -aHLIPrlst of ~ t .  View, Okla- 
"I preach f o r  a small  church here i n  9, wrote, under d a t e  August 23, 1970, 

Ganado wl th  no e lders .  Thus f a r  we have not say ng, " I ' m  a l l  excl ted  tonlght  f o r  more 
been bothered wl th  the  problem of l l b e r a l -  reasons  than one...Most of al l .  I had tak- 
I s m ,  bu t  of course you never know when nor en  one of my Contendlnn f o r  the  F a l t h  t o  our 
how it w l l l  crop up. I wlsh t o  p l a c e a n o r -  preacher. He was so  impressed w i t h  it. And 
der  of 15 cowles of Contendinac f o r  t h e  Fa i th '  I took my l a a t  one t o  another youngman to -  
monthls, and t o  b l l l  us q u a r t e r l y  f o r  them. day. When he read it, he took it t o  the  
(Can you send us 15 c o p l e s o f J u l y l s s u e a 1 -  preacher. So, tomorrow nlght  the  men have 
so?) I amglad t o s e e  b re th renorder lng these  a bualneas meetlng. He i s  going t o a a k  them 
I n  the  q u a n t l t l e s t h e y a r e a n d  I b e l l e v e  t h l s  t o  g e t  a bundle f o r  the  church. IWas going 
paper i s  golng t o  do a l o t  of good i n  corn- t o  g e t  a bundle of 15. He s a l d  that would- 
b a t t i n g  t h i s  e r r o r  and shaking many of us n ' t  be enough. 
out  of our l e tha rgy  toward it. A s  we wel l  
know, t h i s  i s  one l a sue  t h a t  w i l l  n o t g c a -  " I  was wonderlng if you would happen 
way if lgnored and t h e  more we can be on t o  have any e x t r a  J u l y l a a u e s  l e f t a n d  could 
guard t h e  more it can be combatted. send me and book me f o r p e g u l a r  bundles, 

and I w l l l  send you a check f o r  12 bundles. 
" I  would l l k e  a l s o  t o  p lace  an  order  

f-or brother  Bales '  book 'Pat  Boone and 
t h e  G i f t  of Tongues'whenitcomes off 
the  press...I wlsh continued success 
i n  your endeavor t o  keep thebro the r -  
hood lnformed i n  these  matters..." 

Holton G e o r ~ g ,  preacher t o  the  
church a t  P a l e s t l n e ,  Texas, on Aug- 
u s t  3 ,  1970, wrote, " I 've  read every 
'Contending-for-the-Falth' News-let- 
t e r  t h a t  you have publlshed. I be- 
l i e v e  t h a t  you w i l l  do muchinexpos- 
l n g  f a l s e  teachers  (preachers).Some- 
t h i n g  had t o  be done and thanks be t o  
God t h a t  you and many others  a r e  dolng 
it. May the  Lord glve you wisdom, 
knowledge, and courage t o  contlnue 
the  'good f l g h t  of f a i t h . '  

"S ta r t ing  wi th  t h e J u l y  Newslet- 
t e r  of 'Contending-f or  - the  - P a m ,  ' 
please  mai l  us 1 ach-h. I w i l l  + be glad t o  pay the l cos teachmonth .  
Keep up t h e  good f i g h t .  Our prayers  
go with you. 'We a l l '  must be ready 
to  stand fo r  the truth and er- 
ror .  I n  H l s  cause,.." 

"I r e a l l y  apprec ia te  your new 
paper,"  Douglas Sims m l n l s t e r t o t h e  
church a t  M t .  Shade j ~ r a n t  , Alabama, 
sa id  i n  h l s  l e t t e r  o f  August 4. 1970, 
"I agree f u l l y  wi th  what youare  t r y -  
i n g  t o  do, and it i s  badly needed. 

"Please send us a bundle of 
'Contending f o r  t h e  Fa i th ,  ' I under- 
stand you w l l l  b i l l  us on de l lve ry  
each month. 

"Keep up t h e  f l g h t l  Iknowsome- 
t imes it l a  not  easy and some breth- 
r e n  w i l l  condemn f o r  no reason o the r  

Ohl if only we can wake bre thren up. There 

NOW! 
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Paul Hall. Dowell Flatt, Nokamir Yeldell, Roy Deever. G. K. Wallace, 
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Ledureship Grnrnittoe: 

H .  A. Diron, E. Claude Gardner, W.  A. Bradfield, Elvis H. Huffard 
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is  t o o  much apa thy  amongst our  b r e th r en .  F o r  documentation as t o  whomis teach-  
Every one is a o  upse t  o v e r P a t  Boone. I have i n g  r e ,  l i b e r a l i s m  among t h e  churches  
preacher  f r i e n d s  i n  o the r  p l a c e s  1 want t o  i s t ,  you need "Axe on t he  Root," vo l -  
send some t o  and I b e l i e v e  t heymigh t  order  %?%$I) , 11 ($2) and I11 ($2). J u s t  $5 
bundles .  b r i n g s  you t h e  whole s e t .  Although t h e  a- 

ond p r i n t i n g  of V o l u m e I i s a l m o s t  one--and 
"Bro. Ira, keep up t h o  good work, and Volume I1 i s  g e t t i n g  l o w - - - w e n  sup- 

as long  as you s t and  f o r  t r u t h  I ' l l b e w i t h  p l y  y o r i f  you F e t  s o u r  o r d e r s  i n t o  t h e  
you. Remember me when you pray..." m a i l  wLthout delav.  

(NOTE1 It  must have had t h e d e s i r e d  e f -  
f e c t  w i t h  t h e  b r e t h r e n  a t  MountainVieb. On 
August 2 6 ,  1970. t h e i r  p reacher .  Tom L 
Bright, wrote.  "Please begin  i r n m e d m  
sending  a  bundle  of 50  cov i e s  pe r  month of 
'Contending f o r  t h e  F a i t h '  t o  t h e  M t .  View 
congregat ion. .  .For my p e r s o n a l  b e n e f i t ,  I 
would l i k e  t o  know i f  it would be p o s s i b l e  
t o  g e t  a l l  of t h e  back i s s u e s  of your  pa* 
per?..." It was. I s e n t  them. I Y R J r . )  

We had t o  re -order  anaw s u p p l y b o t h  of 
James D. Bale s '  answer t o  "Voices of Con- 
-," e n t i t l e d ,  "The F a i t h  Under F i r e , "  
wh ichs t ands  l ikeabulwarkagainatmodernism 
($3 .50)#  and a l s o  of Ed S m i t h s o n s  book le t  
"The Fo rgo t t en  Commandment" ($1 -2.5). which 
emphasizes chu rch -d i s c ip l i ne  as t h e  s c r i p -  
t u r a l  answer t o  f a l s e  teaching.Howaver ,we 
now have new s t o c k  Of both!  s o  s e n d u s  your  
orders .  These two books, fa i th fu l :Lyfo l low-  
ed ,  should h e l p  u s  go a long way toward an 
end t o  he re sy  among us .  

Denise
Placed Image
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Dear Brethren:  

As a  smal l  boy growing up a t  Norman, Oklahoma--backinthe 
'20s-- i f  anyone had suggested t o  me t h a t  anyone ever  s e r i o u s l y  
would contemplate d e l i v e r i n g  t h e  churches of  Chr i s t  o v e r t o t h e  
Pen tecos t a l s ,  I ' d  have laughed i n  h i s  face .  For e i g h t  long yea r s  
(whi le  on Hughbert S t r e e t ) ,  we l i v e d  j u s t  ac ross  t h e a l l e y  from 
t h e  Pentecos ta l  Church--and I remember a s  but  yes te rday  how we 
l i t t l e  Rices would s l i p  o f f  over t h e r e a n d w a t c h t h e  shenanigans 
and "goings on" through t h e  window from t h e  ou t s ide .  

A s  t he  Great  Depression wore on ,  dur ing t h e  '30s ,  one day 
t h e s e  Pen tecos t a l s  approached my own f a t h e r  and asked h i m i f h e  
would come over and teach  them a  s ing ing  school.  Cash had been 
hard t o  come by f o r  q u i t e  a  s p e l l .  Dad d id  no t  r e a l l y  want t o  
do i t - -bu t  he s u r e l y  d id  want t h e  $50 they  had o f f e red  f o r  t h e  
school.  He took it up with  t h e  e l d e r s  of t h e  Cent ra l  congrega- 
t i o n ,  where we a t t ended ,  i n  Norman. They f i n a l l y  a q r e e d t h s t i f  
t h e  Pen tecos t a l s  would d i spense  with t h e  use  of ins t rumenta l  
music dur ing  t h e  school--and i f  Dad would t a k e  due c a r e  n o t  t o  
compromise t h e  d o c t r i n e  of  C h r i s t  i n  any way, he mightgoahead  
and t each  it .  

When t h e  school was completed, some two weeks l a t e r ,  they  
paid dad t h e  $50 they had promised him, which, a t  t h e  t ime ,  he 
thought an enormous sum; and he was glad t o  g e t  it. O n t h e o t h -  
e r  hand, i t  was t o  be t h e  l a s t  s ing ing  s c h o o l h e e v e r t a u g h t  f o r  
t h e  Pen tecos t a l s .  It seems t h a t  dur ing t h e  school ,  he  had tak-  
en t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  teach  h a l f  a  dozen o r  s o  o f  t h e i r  members 
" the  way of t h e  Lord more per fec t ly . "  Jus t  a s  soon a s  it was ov- 
e r ,  he took these  new conver t s  over t o c e n t r a l a n d b a p t i z e d t h e m  
o u t  of t h e  power of t h a t  darkness i n t o  thek inqdomofGodts  dear  
Son. And from t h a t  time onward he became o n e o f t h e m o s t e f f e c t -  - 
i v e  soul-winners from Pentecosta l ism (bap t i z ing  l i t e r a l l y  100s 
o f  them i n  var ious  gospel  meet ings)  t h a t  t hey  everhadencount -  
ered.  Never the less ,  t h e  ~ower  was n o t  i n  h i m s e l f b u t i n t h c -  
~f God, which he preached. (See Romans 1:16; Hebrews 4:12) 

What i s i t t h a t c a u s e s s o m e b r e t h r e n t o  want t o  g ive  up such 
power f o r  something q u i t e  i n f e r i o r ?  Jus t  a s  Balaam unaccounta- 



Page 2 

b ly  wanted t o  b l e s s  t h e  armies of Balak 
t h e  son o f  Zippor (seeNumbers 2 2 )  i n d i -  
r e c t  cont ravent ion  of " thus  s a i t h  t h e  
Lord ," h e r e  we have n o t  j u s t  one b u t  three 
bre th ren ,  i n  par t icular - -Pat  Boone, Ben 
Frankl in  and Dean Dennis--trying t o  ex- 
chanqe t h e  t r u t h  o f  God f o r  a l i e a n d  t o  
b id  God speed t o t h e  f o r c e s  o f P e n t e c o s t -  a! Were it no t  so  s e r i o u s  it would 
simply be h i l a r i o u s !  

DOCUMENTATION ON ALL THIS IS  TOO 
PLENTIFUL TO BE D E N I E D ;  YET SOME 
NAIVE CHRISTIANS SAY IT  ISN'T SO! 

What makes our  p resen t  s i t u a t i o n  a l -  
most incomprehensible t o  those  o f u s w h o  w, s t i l l  b e l i e v e  and s t i l l  love t h e  

t r u t h  a s  it i s  i n  C h r i s t  Jesus  i s  t h a t  
w e  have a cons ide rab le  number of s i l l y ,  
na ive  b r e t h r e n  among us ( inc lud ing  even 
one w e l l  known e d i t o r )  who, i n  f a c e  o f  
a l l  t h e  evidence t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  s t i l l  
p e r s i s t  i n  ~ r e t e n d i n q  t h a t  none of t h e  
---particularly a s  i t  r e l a t e s t o  Pa t  
Boone--is t rue!  

It was a n n o u n c e d i n C h r i s t i a n i t y T o -  a, l a s t  y e a r ,  t h a t  Pat  Boonewasqoinq 
t o  appear on Oral Roberts '  TV show. Say 
it i s n ' t  so! 

An es t ima ted  5,000,000 people ( i n -  
c luding l i t e r a l l y  1 ,000s  of o u r s m e m -  
b e r s )  saw h i s  appearance. Say it i s n ' t  
so! 

O R A L  R O B E R T S  

April  9, 1970 

Mr. J a m e s  D. Bales 
Harding College 
Searcy,  Arkansas 72143 

Dear  Mr.  Bales: 

Yes. I knew that P a t  Boone had received the gift of th- l3oly 
Spiri t  and tongues. It is what I r e fe r red  to when I said,  
"God has  moved in on you and Shirley these  past few months, 
te l l  u s  about it. " 

I think P a t  and Shirley a r e  outstanding examples of our 
Lord ' s  l i f e  and that thei r  witness is extremely effective 
a t  this time. May God continue to b less  you in the work 
you a r e  doing fo r  Him. 

Under separate  cover I a m  sending you a copy of my new 
book, "Miracle of Seed-Faith. " I hope i t  will be a blessing 
to you. 

Sincerely,  

QusQ- 
Ora l  Roberts 

0 R : r r  

Though 
none of u s  
could q u i t e  
be sure, w e  
keptonwon- 
der ing  whe- 
t h e r  P a t a l -  
readyhad a- 
p o s t a t i z e d ,  
o r  i f  he  was 
j u s t  toy ing  
wi th  Pente- 
cos ta l i sm.  

F ina l -  
l y ,  it oc- 
cu r red  t o  J. 
D. Bales t o  - -  
j u s t  g e t  i n  
touch--- 
o n a l l v  wi th  
Oral  b b e r t s  
and ask him 
p o i n t  blank 
a s  t o  P a t ' s  
having sup- 
posedly ex- 
perienced a 
miraculous,  
d i r e c t  man- 
i f e s t a t i o n ,  
a s  p e r t a i n -  
ing  t o  t h e  
Holv S ~ i r i t  - .  
even be fo re  
t h a t  o r i g i -  
n a l  TV pre-  
s e n t a t i b n t y  
Roberts.  

H e  d id  
n o t e v e n b o -  
ther t o  de- 
ny it. "Yes, 
I knew," he  
rep l i ed .  But 
r e a d  it (on 
l e f t ) - - t h e n  
say it i s n ' t  
so! 
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ed it r e c e n t l y ,  "pat ience  can sometimes 
be a l o s t  v i r t u e . "  

Taking what happened i n  t h e c a s e o f  
Dean Dennis and h i s  w i f e ,  Joyce, a s  &- 
h i b i t  A i n  what we a r e  t r y i n g  t o s a y ,  it 
now appears t h a t  i f  Pa t  Boone's e l d e r s ,  
a t  Inqlewood, C a l i f o r n i a ,  had taken ac- 
t i o n  'way back yonder when t h i s  a l l  be- - 
aan comina t o  l i a h t .  we miaht n o t  onlv 
have saved t h e  ~ e n n i s e s ,  b;t t h e  pando: 
r a t s  box o f  c o n t r a r y  in f luences  now a t  
l a r g e  onanunsuspectingbrotherhoodneed 
never have been allowed t o  b e l e t  loose .  

A s  g r a t e f u l  as I am t o  t h e  Ing le -  
wood e l d e r s  both f o r  t h e i r  ou t s t and ing ,  
magnificent  work i n  t h e  Phi l ippines- - to  
say nothing of t h e i r  having made i n  ex- 
c e s s  of $2,200 a v a i l a b l e  t o  h e l p  on t h e  
purchase of our Four Seas College prop- 
e r t y ,  i n  Singapore,  a  couple o f y e a r s  a- 
go--I have no pe r sona l  reason t o  f e e l  o- 
t h e r  than wonderful toward t h e s e ,  i n  so  
many ways, zealous bre thren .  

However, I must admit t h a t  I stood 
by i n  wide-eyed amazement and watched-- 
toge the r  with t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  brother-  
hood--as they permit ted Pat  t o  p a r t i c i -  
p a t e  on those  Oral  Roberts (and, sand- 
wiched i n ,  t h e  Rex Humbard) programs, 
seemingly o b l i v i o u s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  it a l l  
was having on t h e  brotherhood-at- large.  

Trulv.  I f e l t  (and s t i l l  f e e l )  ac- 
t i o n  shouid have been taken be fo re  Pat  
ever went on t h e  a i r  wi th  Oral Roberts 
t h a t  first t i m e .  When, l a t e r ,  I l ea rned  

]at h e s  saying t h a t  he had received 
t h i r  p r i o r  permission,  I telephoned o u t  
t o  Inglewood, go t  i n  touch wi th  Kenneth 
Rideout,  who had been Dreachina a t  Ina-  - 
1 < 

-. 
?wood about t h a t  t i m e -  (and i s >  perso;- 

a1  f r i e n d  o f  mine) t o  a e t  t h e  s t r a i a h t  
of it. Ken assured  m e  t h a t  t h e  e l d e r s  had 
n o t  given such permission--that  Pat  had - 
approached them f o r  i t ,  andwhen they had 
n o t  o u t r i g h t  r e f u s e d ,  he  must have m i s -  
taken this f o r  permission! 

I was i n  telephone-as-well-as-let- 
t e r - c o n t a c t  wi th  James D. Bales on a l l  
t h i s  about t h a t  t i m e .  H e  informed m e  he 
w a s  i n  "dialoaue" with Pa t .  havina d i s -  
cussed a t  l eng th  with him ;ore t<an 2 5  
times s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  year .  Thus 
it w a s  a t  his r e q u e s t  t h a t  I decided t o  
hold o f f  p u b l i c i z i n g  what I knew j u s t  a  
l i t t l e  whi le  longer .  

While I was holdina  o f f .  t h e r e  an- 
peared i n  t h e  Gospel ~ d v o c a t e  under da'te 
May 28, 1970, an a r t i c l e  by PerryB.Co- 

i n  regard  t o  P a t ,  Ben and Dean en- 
t i t l e d ,  "BRETHREN RECEIVE THE HOLY SPI- 
R I T  (?)."  I g o t  back i n  touch wi th  bro- 

t h e r  Bales and t o l d  him t h a t ,  s i n c e  t h e  
Advocate a l r eady  had brought it o u t  i n t o  
t h e  open, t h e r e  simply was no po in t  i n  
my mainta in ing s i l e n c e  any 1onger.He a- 
greed. 

Thus it was t h a t  i n  June t h e r e  ap- 
peared an  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d ,  "NOW THAT PAT 
BOONE IS  GONE, WILL ROY OSBORNE BE FAR 
BEHIND? HOW LONG, 0 LORD. HOW LONG!" So 
g r e a t  was t h e  demand f o r t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
i s s u e ,  than  whentheoriginal14,OOO cop- 
ies were exhausted,  with o rde r s  cont in-  
uing t o  i n ,  Contendinq f o r t h e F a i t h  
had t o  r e - p r i n t  10,000 copies  more! 

I n  Ju ly ,  w e  go t  o u t  a f o l l o w - u ~ i s -  
sue ,  f e a t u r i n g  a n  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d - -  
"ARCHIE LUPER WITHDRAWS NAME. INFLUENCE 
FROM ALL LOVELLENTERPRISESAS BOONE AND 
OTHERS ABANDON RESTORATION." A n t i c i p a t -  
i n g  a l a r g e  demand f o r  t h a t  i s s u e ,  our 
o r i g i n a l  p r in t -o rde r  was i n c r e a s e d o n u p  
t o  20,000 copies--and, wi th  o rde r s  even 
y e t  coming i n  f o r  i t ,  it begins t o  look 
l i k e  w e  may have t o  r e - p r i n t  t h i s  num- 
b e r ,  a l so !  

A f t e r  l e t t i n g  one i s s u e  go by, a l -  
lowing f o r  another  p ress ing  ques t ion  t o  
be answered, i n  August, i t  had been our 
p lan  t o  come back i n  on th i sBooneprob-  
l e m  i n  September. However, one o f  t h e  
most a r d e n t  suppor te r s  o fcon tend inq  f o r  
t h e  F a i t h  went o u t  o f h i s w a y t o p e r s u a d e  
t h i s  e d i t o r  t o  p l e a s e  g ive the Ing lewood  
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e l d e r s  added t ime  f o r  them t o  make a  judg- --but n o t  b e f o r e  t h e  churches  o f  C h r i s t u p i n  
ment on how b e s t  t o  dea l  w i th  Pa t  and S h i r -  Kern Countv, C a l i f o r n i a ,  had been pu t  t o  con- 
l e y .  Now, h e r e  it i s  November--and, a s  f a r  s i d e r a b l e  embarrassment and had t o  t a k e  mat- 
as-vou o r  I o r  anyone e l s e a n  t e l l ,  t h e y  ters i n t o  t h e i r  own hands. 
have n o t  really been d e a l t  w i th ,  a s  f a r  a s  
t h e  Inqlewood e l d e r s  a r e  concerned--even vet! 

It is n o t  j u s t  Inqlewood t h a t  i s  be ing  
made t o  s u f f e r  by a l l  t h i s  h e r e t i c a l ,  f a l s e  
t e ach ing  be ing  done--worldwide--by Pa t  and 
S h i r l e y  Boone. I n d i v i d u a l  a f t e r  i n d i v i d u a l ,  
congrega t ion  a f t e r  congrega t ion- -here ,  t h e r e  
and everywhere--not on ly  i s  being d i s t u r b e d  
by t h e i r  d o c t r i n e s  bu t  c o r r u a t e d  a s w e l l .  It 
is simply i n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  a n  e l d e r s h i p  such 
a s  a t  Inalewood. 
should  Gave let 
a lmos t  two whole --- 
vears ! go by, 
w i t h t h e b r o t h e r -  
h o o d b e i n g i n f i l -  
t r a t e d  by t h e i r  
h e r e s y p r a c t i c a l -  
l y  on a  who le sa l e  
basis--and t h e s e  
e l d e r s  j u s t  s i t  
t h e r e  and do a l -  
most nothing!  

B e  it w e l l  - -  

remembered t h a t  
P a t  and S h i r l e y  
Boone a r e n o t -  
& p r a c t i c i n q  a  
f a l s e  doc t r i ne - -  
t h e y  a r e  a c t i v e -  
l y  i e a c h i n q i t  t o  
o t h e r s ,  a s  wel l !  
I f  you have f o r -  
g o t t e n  t h i s ,  d i g  
o u t  your  copy of  
"TESTIMONY"--No. 
30--a Pen t ecos t -  
a l  pub l i c a t i on - -  - 
and r e a d  once a-  
g a i n  Dean Dennis ' 
account  o f  how i t  
was t h a t  h e  and 
h i s  w i f e ,  Joyce ,  
were conver ted  t o  
Pen tecos ta l i sm.  

It d i d  n o t  
" j u s t  happen" you 
know. Thev were 
bo th  tauq"c it-- 
and t hey  were i n -  
s t r u c t e d ,  espec-  
i a l l y  i n  t h e  ear- 
& s t a g e s ,  a t  t h e  
hands of  Pa t  and 
S h i r l e y  Eoone! 

Ne i t he r  a r e  
t h e  e l d e r s  o f  t h e  
Nor ths ide  church 
inSantaAna .  Cal-  

What happened was t h i s :  I n  t h e  l o c a l  pa- 
p e r ,  t h e  Bake r s f i e l d  C a l i f o r n i a n ,  f o r  May 1 5 ,  
1970,  an adver t i sement  appeared c a l l i n g  on t h e  
g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  t o  h e a r  Dean Dennis ,  "'m- 
FILLED' CHURCH O F  CHRIST M i n i s t e r  From S a n t a  
Ana. C a l i f o r n i a .  Give Testimony a t  an I n t e r -  
Denominational ' F E L L O W S H I P O F T H E S P I R 1 T ' " a t t h e  
l o c a l  F i r s t  P r e s b v t e r i a n  Church. (See photo- 
r e ~ r o d u c t i o n  on Paqe 4.) To f o r e s t a l l  confus-  
io; i n  t h e  p u b l i c  mind, t h e  adshown below had 

i f o r n i a  , e n t i r e -  
l y  b lameless  r e -  
l a t i v e  t o  t h e i r  
t a r d y  d i s c i p l i n e  
of t h e  Dean Den- -. Tru ly ,  a s  
of June 7 ,  1970,  
t h e y  f i n a l l y  d i d  
g e t  around t o  i t  



t o  be go t t en  up quickly by t h e  Kern County ly .  It took j u s t  four days for them,  f i r s t l y ,  
congregations; and it was published through t o  make up t h e i r  minds what should be done, 
t h e  same newspaper, under d a t e  May 19,  1970. and, secondly, t o  it. Such s w i f t ,  power- 

f u l  a c t i o n  i s  what i s  cal ledforeverywhere!  
W e  honor t h e  e l d e r s  and bre thren of t h e  

Kern County churches of Chr i s t  t h a t  such e f -  We a l s o  honor t h e  Northside/Santa Ana, 
f e c t i v e ,  dec i s ive  ac t ion  was taken so swift-  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  e l d e r s  f o r t h e i r  ensuing act ion:  

2130 NORTH GRAN 

June 7, 1970 

Oear brethren: 

This l e t t e r  i s  w r i t t e n  t o  l e t  you k n w  tha t  Dean Dennis and h i s  
wi fe.  Joyce, are no t  recognized by us as members of the church o f  
Chr is t  i n  gmd standing. and t ha t  they are no longer a pa r t  o f  our 
f e l i w s h i p  here a t  Northside. 

For a per iod  of several months these people have cons is ten t l y  avoided 
hearing the gospel preaching being done i n  our services. They have 
removed themselves frcm both the  d i r e c t i o n  and cor rec t ion  o f  t h i s  
church's e lders.  During t h i s  t ime t h e i r  work and assoc ia t ion  have 
been l a rge l y  w i t h  "Pentecostal" groups and t h e i r  teaching has f o l  l w e d  
t h a t  pat tern.  Ye are  not  and cannot be i n  s p i r i t u a l  f e l l w s h i p  w i l h  
these denmi nations. 

The ac t i on  we have taken i s  the r e s u l t  o f  a great deal o f  de l ibera t ion ,  
d iscussion and prayer. During a l l  the time since we dismissed Dean as 
our min is te r  we have hoped and prayed tha t  they would see the e r ro r s  
and p i t f a l l s  i n  t h e i r  new doctr ine.  Hrwever, they have n w  gone so 
fa r  i n t o  i t  we fee l  t h a t  patience i s  no longer a v i r tue .  Ye cannot 
n w  stand by and not  warn the brethren o f  the  unscr ip tu ra l  and d i v i s i v e  
doctr ines which they a re  n w  spreading. 

Ye haw  hoped and wi I I continue t o  pray t ha t  the time w i  II come when 
t h e i r  f a i t h  once again i s  founded on God's word instead o f  emotional 
experience and t ha t  they w i l l  q u i t  advocating and p rac t i c i ng  t h e i r  
misleading denminat iona l  theor ies.  

Although we hate the departures frcm God's t r u t h  t ha t  are n w  being 
manifested by both Dean and Joyce, we love them and are  saddened by 
these e r r o r s  which separate them frcm us. To t h e  brethren a t  large 
we regret  not  being ab le  t o  take t h i s  ac t i on  smner,  bu t  f e l t  ve could 
not  do so as long as there was a shred o f  hope t ha t  t h e i r  usefulness 
could be restored t o  the shurches o f  Chr is t .  

E lders 
Northside Church of Ch r i s t  
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A 4  ihlrdal ,  J w  20,1970 Thm Vmtum Cou* (Call&) Smr.Frr P- 

1 &DAY SESSION BEGINS TOMORROW 

I People's Church Presents Charismatic Forum ( 

One th ing  you have t o  hand t o t h i s  f e l -  r i s e n  "speaking pe rve r se  t h i n g s ,  t o  draw a- 
low Dean Dennis, withdrawn from o r  n o t ,  h e  way d i s c i p l e s "  a f t e r  himself! (See  a r t i c l e ,  
s t a y s  r i g h t  i n  t h e r e  p i t c h i n g  f o r  what he  photo-reproduced above; a l s o  r ead  A c t s  20: 
now claims t o  be l i eve .  I n  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  28-31.) The e l d e r s  knew they  must a c t - - a n d  
P e n t e c o s t a l ' s  "TESTIMONY," No. 31, on Page a c t  f a s t ,  i f  they  were t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  f l o c k  
19.  he  s a i d .  "...Besides t h e  manv homes i n  from e r r o r .  Thev ac ted .  
which ~ o y c e ' a n d  I have minis te redHnd r ece iv -  
ed many b l e s s i n g s ,  w e  have had a very  busy 
speaking schedule i n  manyCal i forn iachurch-  
es inc lud ing :  H i l l c r e s t  Church o f  C h r i s t ,  
Thousand Oaks; Harbor Church, Harbor C i t y ;  
T r i n i t y  C h r i s t i a n  Church, Rivers ide ;  Down- 
town Church of C h r i s t , S a n D i e g o ; 1 2 0  Fellow- 
s h i p ,  Berkeley; Inter-Church Renewal Fellow- 
s h i p ,  Concord and HuntingtonBeach; Assembly 
ofGod,Carpinteria;FirstPcesbyterianChurch, 
Baker s f i e ld ;  and Melodyland C h r i s t i a n  Cent- 
er, Anaheim. I n  A p r i l ,  t h e  o ~ p o r t u n i t y  came 
t o  m i n i s t e r  i nHawa i i ,  t h r o u g h t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  
of T. C. Wisenbaker, M i a m i  Beach, F lo r ida .  
On my a r r i v a l  on Apr i l  29, I was m e t  by E la ine  
Lacy, Lana Wisenbaker, and MarvinHensley, a 
ve t e r an  miss ionary  o f  30 y e a r s  i n  China and 
t h e  p a s t  21 y e a r s  i n  Hawaii. H e  i s  going t o  
Taiwan f o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  and hascha l l engedme  
t o  come t h e r e  on a m i s s i o n a r y t o u r  l a t e r  t h i s  
y e a r  o r  e a r l y  1971. On May 5 ,  Joyce and our  
two sons ioined m e .  l eav inu  E l i zabe th  w i th  . ~ -~ + 

h e r  grandparents  i n  Norwalk. W e  were s o  i m -  
pressed wi th  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  of a l l  t h e  Ha- 
wai ian f a m i l i e s ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  o f  Ken and 
E la ine  Lacy, i n  whose home we stayed.  From 
t h e  moment I s t e p p e d  o f f t h a t  g i a n t 7 4 7  p l ane ,  
I sensed an unusual c a l l  t o  m i n i s t e r  i n  Ha- 
wai i .  Joyce had t h e  same wi tnes s  when s h e  a r -  
r i v e d ,  so  it i s  no t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  we were 
l e d  t o  accep t  t h e  c a l l  t o  make t h a t o u r h o m e  
base. :'!e v i l l  be r e t u r n i n g  t h e r e  soon, no t  
t o  s t a r t  another  church,  bu t  t o  m i n i s t e r  i n  
homes wherever t h e  Lord opens doors. Prepa- 
r a t i o n s  a r e  a l r eady  under way f o r  us  t o  go 
t o  ;.:mi, and we b e l i e v e  w e  w i l l  m i n i s t e r  on 
a l l  of t h e  I s l a n d s  eventua l ly . .  ." And so  h i s  

ELDER WISC;INS, OF EAST VENTJRA. CALIFOIINIA, 
LELIVERS WARNING I N  PERSON TO CONGREG4TION 

I f  t h e  a c t i o n  taken  by t h e  e l d e r s o f t h e  
Eas t  Ventura church o f  ~ h r i s t  would be  f o l -  
lowed by e l d e r s  i n  ALL THE CONGREGATIONS-- 
ALL ACROSS THE BROTHERHOOD--we could p u t  a 
Stop t o  t h i s  concer ted  e f f o r t  t o  "draw away" 
d i s c i p l e s  i n  a hurry.  (Af te r  a l l ,  what are 
elder;  supposed t o  be  for, if they  do n o t  by 
sound d o c t r i n e  both "exhort" as w e l l  a s  "con- 
vince" t h e  "aa insavers !  " Read T i t u s  1 :9-11 - 

and n o t e w h a c i s  s u b ~ o s e d  t o  b e  done u- 
e, when "unruly and v a i n  t a l k e r s  and de- 
c e i v e r s "  a r i s e ,  Verse 11 s a y s ,  "Whose mouths 
must b e  s topoed,  who subve r t  whole houses ,  
t e ach ing  th ings  which they  ouqhtnot . . ."Al-  
so. V e r s e  1 3  of t h a t  same ChaDter commands, --. - - - -  - -  ~ 

"...wherefore rebuke them sha&iv,  t h a t  they  
may be  sound i n  t h e  fai th. . .")  

So it was t h a t  when t h e  e l d e r s  a t  Eas t  
Ventura recognized t h a t  t h e  f l o c k o v e r w h i c h  
t h e y  have ove r s igh t  was t h u s  under a t t a c k ,  
i n s t e a d  of  t u r n i n g  a b l i n d  eye,  a s  s o  many 
e l d e r s  seem t o  be doing ,  they  decided t h a t  
something must be  done a b o u t i t . A n d n o n e t o o  
soon, e i t h e r ,  a s  t h e y w e r e a s t o n i s h e d t o d i s -  
cover. For no sooner  had brotherMelvinWiq- 
gins, one o f t h e e l d e r s , g o n e b e f o r e t h e w h o l e  
church t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  warning than i t b e c a m e  
appa ren t  t h a t  more than  one i n t h e c o n g r e g a -  
t i o n  ( i nc lud ing  one of t h e  e l d e r s '  own m- m) had been i n f e c t e d  wi th  t h i s  e r r o r 1  

Those i n  t h e  Eas t  Ventura congrega t ion  
r e p o r t  read on and on. who were t h u s  i n f e c t e d  were en jo ined  by t h e  

Denise
Placed Image

Denise
Placed Image



e l d e r s  t o  d e s i s t  fromteachingit--otherwise 
they would have t o  be asked t o  l e a v e  t h e  
congregation. A t  l a s t  r e p o r t ,  t h i s  pu t  t h e  
quie tous  on t h e  whole e f f o r t  t o  p e r v e r t  t h e  
d o c t r i n e  of C h r i s t  by de fec t ing  members a t  
Eas t  Ventura. 

bCCNE'5 FROGMY TC LEAD AWAl' THE DIjCIPLE5 
INTO FENTECO5TALljY NOW 15  ON A ;LOBAL XALE 

J u s t  what it i s  g o i n g t o  t a k e t o p e r s u a d e  
t h e  e l d e r s  a t  Inglewood t h a t  t h e  t i m e i s  f a r  
p a s t  when they shouldhavewithdrawn f romPat  
and S h i r l e y  Boone on grounds o f h e r e s y i s  no t  
now apparent .  A t  t h e  t ime of t h i s  w r i t i n g  
(November 7, 1970) no word has been fo r th -  
coming of any a c t i o n  on & p a r t  of = 
kind  o t h e r  than  i u s t  " t a l k i n q  to"  them. It 
i s  100% appa ren t - to  t h e  brotherhood--wheth- 
er t h e  Inqlewood e l d e r s  can s e e  it o r  not-- 
t h a t  j u s t  t a l k i n q i s  no t  g e t t i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  r equ i r e s .  The t ime f o r  action 
i s  here.  It should be o u r  hope t h a t  e r e  an- 
o t h e r  month has passed,  brotherhood-widean- 
nouncement can be made t h a t  a t  long,  lonq, 

l a s t ,  s u c h a c t i o n  f i n a l l y  hasbeen taken! 

Within r e c e n t  days,  Reuel Lemons ,  us- 
u a l l y  a s t u t e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Firm Foundation, 
who should have known b e t t e r  than h i s  e d i t -  
o r i a l  f o r  December 2 ,  1969, would i n d i c a t e ,  
has been on t h e  West Coast. He, t o g e t h e r w i t h  
Jimmie Lovel l ,  who still says  t h a t  h e i s  not  
even about t o  g ive  up on Pat  (it f i g u r e s ! ) ,  
(though an e lde r sh ip  he d iscussed  wi th  has 
l e t  it be known t h a t  he has given up on Pat  
t o  head up h i s  Bibles-for-all-Mankind f i a s -  
c o ) ,  s a t  down wi th  Pat  and theInglewoode1- 
ders-- to t a l k  some more! Which seems t o  be 
about  a l l  we can g e t ,  where t h i s  ce l eb ra t ed  
h e r e t i c  is  concerned--just t a l k ,  t a l k ,  t a l k !  

But while  "we" a r e  j u s t  t a l k i n q ,  l e t  it 
be emphasized, Pat  and S h i r l e v  Boone--both 
--are no t  s topping a t  t h a t ;  they a r e  actinq 
with  a l l  t h e i r  might. Not only have they  been 
e f f e c t i v e  i n  conver t ina  Santa Anaqa  reach- 
er and h i s  wife--the Dean Dennises--to t h i s  
heresy;  not  only a r e  they  going i n t o  s- 
c o s t a l  pub l i ca t ions  t o  spread  it on an even 
wider s c a l e ;  not  only a r e  they g e t t i n g  such 
ideas  i n t o  sound recordings ,  such as "u- 
rn," t h e i r  new long-play album ( a l s o  a=- 
a b l e  i n  c a s e t t e s ,  8- track s t e r e o  c a r t r i d q e s  
and t a p e  r e e l s ) ;  no t  only have they-come 
f o r t h  wi th  P a t ' s  new book, e n t i t l e d ,  " A _ %  
Sonq, which i s  an out-and-out a t t e m p t t o w i n  
away r eade r s  from t h e  t r u t h  of t h e  gospel-- 
bu t  now, wi th in  t h e  p a s t  30 days, Vada (my 
wife)  and I have pre-viewed P a t ' s  new movie 
"THE CROSS AND THE SWITCHBLADE,'' a produc- 
t i o n  which Chr i s t i an  b re th ren  w i l l b e h a v i n g  
t o  r e p l y  t o d o c t r i n a l l v  f o r t h e n e x t 5 0  years!  
(Note adver t i sement ,  r i g h t . )  

Joe Moulder, m i n i s t e r t o t h e N o r t h H i g h -  
l ands ,  Ca l i fo rn i a  congregation,  wrote t o  m e  
under d a t e  October 1, an account of having 
a t tended Pat  Boone's appearance i n  Memorial 
Auditorium a t  t h e  Charismatic  C l i n i c  which 
was he ld  t h e r e  on September 20 throuqh 22. 
sponsored by t h e  a r e i  Pentecos ta l  c h u x h e s :  
( I  had planned t o  pub l i sh  h i s  account now-- 
however, l ack  of space  n e c e s s i t a t e s  a l a t e r  
aopearance.) Besides a l l  of  which. t h e  l a s t  

whi le  watching TV, one n i g h t ,  whom should I 
s e e  on Oral  Roberts '  show--ALL THE WAY FROM 
JAPAN, o f  a l l  places!--but Pa t  Boone. - 
A L .  U A L L t  bR1N;j OUT A N  U::ANtWEirAbLE 
A N j W E R  TO FAT, FEtiTECOtTALl5K A N L  ALL THEIR 
FOjITIC!lC--TRULY A Y0NUYE::TAL WORK 

While Reuel Lenunons, Jimmie Lovell  and 
t h e  Inglewood e l d e r s  cont inue  t o  drag  t h e i r  
c o l l e c t i v e  f e e t  on what t o  do about  Pa t  and 
S h i r l e y ,  a t  l e a s t  one b r o t h e r  amongus- 
what t o  do--and he i s  doinq it. I have j u s t  
been reading  t h e  g a l l e y  proofs  on b ro the r  
James D. Bales,  new book, "PAT BOONEANDTHE 
GIFT OF TONGUES."Originally announceda t s4 ,  
be fo re  it was completed it r a n  on up t o  375 
pages. Those who ordered  e a r l i e r  s t i l l  w i l l  
g e t  t h e i r s  a t  t h e  pre-publ ica t ion  p r i ce .  A s  
o f  r i q h t  now, however, t h e  p r i c e  has had t o  
be advanced on up t o  $6.95. But even a t  twice  
t h e  p r i c e  it still would be  w o r t h i t .  Broth- 
e r  Bales has boxed Pat  i n t o  a d o c t r i n a l  cor -  
ner .  I f  you have n o t  ordered your copy ear -  
l i e r ,  send your o rde r  by r e t u r n  m a i l  t o  u s :  
CONTENDINGFORTHEFAITH, 950 Greer landDrive ,  
Nashvi l le ,  Tennessee 37204. I ra  Y. Rice. Jr. 

been more timely. ~ ~ m ~ d  in ~ a s l m a n r o l o ~ i ~ ~ ~ n ~ n  by ~ecnnlco8or 
Prasen<~d by 

Advance lickel sales campaign now io progress DICK ROSS ASSOCIATES 

LOEW'S MELROSE 
2600 Franklin Road, Nashville 

NOVEMBER 4 THRU 17 
Cneck Vlearre lor Perlormence Scnedule - Pnone 292-0924 

Starring PAT BOONE as Oav~d W~lkerson w ~ h  E R I K  ESTRAOA . JACKIE GlROUX 

O i N O  OeFlLIPPI . JO ANN ROBINSON . Srreanplay by DON MURRPY and JAMES BONNEl 
t ime I go t  t o  be a t  home back i n  Nashvi l le ,  M U S ~ C  ay RALPH CARMICHAEL . onertad by DON MURRAY. ~rodured by OlCK ROSS 



DOWNTOWN S A N  F R A N C I S F O  CHURCH O F  C H R I S T  P R E S E N T S  
December / 1970 

$1 P e r  Year 

FOR E L D E R S ,  DEACONS, P R E A C H E R S ,  TEACHERS AND CONCERNED C l l R L S T l A N S  

1970 CLOSES MIDST THE D I N  OF THE =.it- 

GREATEST BATTLE FOR THE MINDS AND Ira Y .  Rice. l r .  
9 6 0  Greerland Drive 

HEARTS OF MEN SINCE RESTORATION-- Nashville, Tennessee 31204 

Dear Brethren:  

A s  one o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  suppor t e r s  o f  
F a i t h  s o  cogent ly  pu t  i t ,  j u s t  t h e  o t h e r  day,  now i s  t h e  t i m e  
when t h o s e  who genuinely and deeply b e l i e v e  i n  what w e a r e a t -  
tempting f o r  C h r i s t  need t o  be sending i n  n e w s u b s c r i p t i o n s b y  
t h e  f i v e s  and tens. Probably t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  b a t t l e  f o r  
t h e  minds and h e a r t s  o f  men s i n c e  t h e  res tora t ionmovementbe-  
gan 177 years  ago i s  now shapinq. And, a s  from i t s  i n c e p t i o n ,  
Contendina f o r  t h e  F a i t h  p lans  t o  be  i n  t h e  t h i c k  of t h i n g s  i n  
1971 and t h e  yea r s  t h a t  loom immediately ahead! 

This  i s  t h e  t ime t o  "keep on keepinq on." It may be t i m e  
a l s o  f o r  some o f  you t o  RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION f o r  another  
year .  O r ,  if you have no t  a l r eady  subsc r ibed ,  t o  p l e a s e d o s o .  

Those o f  you who have been subscr ib ing  f o r  t h e  paper ,  t h e  
key-code oppos i t e  your  name on our  mai l ing  address  f o r  you in -  
d i c a t e s  t h e  t ime your s u b s c r i p t i o n  expi res .  The letters ("CF") 
a t  t h e  beginning of t h e  key-code s t and  f o r  Contendinq f o r  t h e  
Fa i th .  Le t  u s  say t h a t  your s u b s c r i p t i o n  e x p i r e s  i n  January of 
1971. Then your key-code would r e a d ,  "CF/1/71." O r ,  i n  o t h e r  
words, it i s  t ime f o r  you t o  send i n  another  $1 (orhowevermany 
$1 '~  you l i k e )  s o  t h a t  we may change t h a t  l a s t  f i g u r e  t o  r ead  
"72," "73," o r  however many y e a r s  you'd l i k e  t o  renew f o r - -  a t  
t h e  r a t e  of $1 per  year .  

Up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  a s  a ma t t e r  of p o l i c y ,  we have been in-  
c l o s i n g  a copy o f  Contendinq f o r  t h e  F a i t h  each i s s u e ,  f r e e  of 
charge,  t o  a l l  t h o s e  r e c e i v i n g  our  Far  East  Newslet ter  who had 
con t r ibu ted  anything a t  a l l  t o  our  m i s s i o n a r V i n q a ~ o r e  
wi th in  t h e  p a s t  12 months. However, wi th  t h e  r i s i n g  c o s t s  con- 
nec ted  wi th  p r i n t i n g ,  o f f i c e  h e l p ,  postage and t h e  l i k e ,  econ- 
omica l ly ,  s t a r t i n g  wi th  t h e  January i s s u e ,  1971, w e  a r e  simply 
forced  t o  abandon t h i s  po l icy .  W e  s h a l l  cont inue  t o  n e e d a n d t o  
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  h e l p  of t h o s e  making such c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  our  
Far Eas t  work. However, a s  from January 1, 1971, on ly  those  o f  
you who a c t u a l l y  subsc r ibe  t o  contend& f o r  t h e  ~ a i t h  ( a t  t h e  
r a t e  of $1 p e r  y e a r )  w i l l  be  r e c e i v i n g  it. So, i f  vou want e i -  
t h e r  t o  bes in  r e c e i v i n g  it o r  e l s e  t o - c o n t i n u e  t o  do s o ,  now i s  
t h e  t i m e  f o r  a l l  good C h r i s t i a n s  t o  come t o  t h e  a i d  o f t h i s  pa- 
pe r  by sending i n  your s u b s c r i p t i o n s  and renewals. 
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JOHN ALLEN CIIALK HAD MADE CONFESSION OF 
FAULTS ALREADY--HIGHLAND ELDERSIWDJUST 
NEGLECTED TO TELL BROTHERHOOD ABOUT IT! 

The kind of "reasoning" t h a t  some 
of our e lde r s  a r e  coming up with these  
days regarding what should o r  shou ldno t  
be s a i d  o r  done leaves something t o  be 
desired.  How anvone could reason t h a t  a 
thing done on t h e  housetop couldbe  cor- 
rec ted  i n  a corner--much l e s s a b u n c h  of 
e lders-- is  beyond me1 And howsuchcould 
expect those of  us ou t  o v e r t h e b r o t h e r -  
hood t o  r e a c t  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  t o  a "cor- 
rec t ion"  of t h a t  s o r t .  which a f fec ted  n& 
j u s t  them and t h e i r  conqreqation l o c z  
a, but  the  body of Chr is t  everywhere-- 
ic i u s t  doesn ' t  make anv kind of sense: 

2 

none a t  a l l !  ~ s ~ e c i a l l ~ ;  inasmuch a s  no 
e f f o r t  o f  any s o r t  was made to in fo rmus  
whatsoever! 

It was not  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e J u l y  is- 
sue.  wherein our statement recrardincr an 
a r t i c l e  per ta in ing  t o  John Alien ~ 6 a l k  - -- 

and what-he had s a i d  concerning a movie 
onhomosexualism, entit1ed"MidniqhtCow- 
W," o r i q i n a l l v  appeared--nor ye t  was -. 
it  u n t i l  a f t e r  o u r - ~ u q u s t  i s sue  -already 
had been wr i t t en  and turned over t o  the  
pr in te rs - - tha t  t h o s e o f u s  connectedwith 
Contendinq f o r  t h e  Fa i th  .received even 
t h e  s l i g h t e s t  ink l ing  from Highland/Ab- 
i l e n e  t h a t  anv cor rec t ion  whatever had - ~ 

been made! ~ v & n  then i t  was not  t h e  &- m, who l e t  us know, but  one of High- 
l a n d ' s  field men--Lvle Dalzell--who was 
telephoning t o  chide me personal ly  t h a t  
what I had wr i t t en  i n  July should ever 
have been allowed t o  appear i n  t h e  first 
place! 

I t o l d  Lyle,  i n  t h a t  conversation, 
t h a t  I found it  inc red ib l e  thatJohnA1- 
l e n  should have made such a cor rec t ion ,  
and t h e  e lde r s  then ju s t  t r y  t o  " b o t t l e  
i t  up;" however, t h a t  i f  such was actu- 
a l l y  t h e  case,  and if t h e  statement a l -  
luded t o  was genuine and not  someof the  
same o ld  "white-wash" so  of ten  attemwt- 
ed i n  such cases ,  Contendinq fo r  t h e  ~ a i t h  
would be more than happy t o  publish and 
c i r c u l a t e  t h e  statement j u s t  a s  widely, 
and t o  t h e  same addresses,  a s  our Ju ly  
i s s u e  had been sent.  However, I f u r t h e r  
emphasized t o  him t h a t  u n t i l  I had 
John Al len ' s  a l leged  "correction" my own 
self ,  I would ju s t  have t o  s tandbywhat  
I had wr i t t en  i n  our July i s sue ,  based, 
a s  i t  was, on t h e  f a c t s  a s  I had ascer- 
tained them t o  be p r i o r  t o  h i s  l a t e - in -  
August telephone c a l l .  September, w- 
&, November and 17 davs i n  December-- 
almost four months--have now come and 
gone--and I have received no c o p v o f t h e  
Chalk statement ( d i r e c t l y  fromHighland, 

t h a t  i s )  even yet! I n  f a c t ,  i f  Paul K i l -  
lom, minis te r  t o  thechurcha tNor th  War- - 
ren/Warren. Michiqan, had notfavoredme 
with a photo-COPY Cin h i s  chidina letter 
t o  m d ,  i d e r  d a t e  November 18,  i970, t o  
t h i s  very day I should still be without 
a copy! 

B e  a l l  t h a t  a s  it may (and i t k a s  
I have described i t ) ,  t h e  f a c t  remains 
t h a t  I d id  f i n a l l v  r ece ive  a copy, l a t e  
i n  November: and. althouah i t  never was . - - - -  

forthcoming ' f rom'~iqhland ,  i n  t h e  cause 
of  t r u t h  I am publishing it  anvwav lest 
impressions l e f t  by our Ju ly  and August 
i s sues  be allowed t o  stand. 

It reads a s  follows: 

"THE CHRISTIAN'S RESPONSE 
M AN IMMORAL WORLD 

(Presented by John Allen Chalk 
t o  Highland Church of Chr i s t ,  

May24,1970) 

"The Friday morning, May 22, 1970, u- 
l ene  Reporter-News c a r r i e d  a front-page 
s t o r y  about my personal response t o  a 
h ighly-  cont rovers ia l  movie, 'Midnight 
Cowboy.' Since t h a t  t i m e ,  many of  you 
have expressed ve ryse r ious rese rva t ions  
and c r i t i c i s m s  about my ac t ion  i n  t h i s  
matter. Your genuine concerns, a s  con- 
veyed t o  m e  personally and tome through 
t h e  Elders,  have r eg i s t e red  shock t h a t  
1 )  I would even see suchamovie; 2 )  t h a t  
I would make any favorablecomentabout  
it; 3 )  t h a t  I would uphold ' X '  ratedmo- 
v i e s ;  4)  t h a t  I would encourage o the r s ,  
e spec ia l ly  young people, t o  see t h e  mo- 
v i e ;  5) t h a t  I would do a n y t h i n g t o d i s -  
courage t h e  e f f o r t s  of our  fe l low-ci t i -  
zens i n  Brownwood t o  ban t h i s  movie; 6) 
t h a t  I would appear toupholdimmoral and 
i l l i c i t  sexual behavior; and 7) t h a t  I 
would do anything t o  bring shame on the  
church and on my fellow Chris t fans .  I i n -  
tended none of these  things. They were 
never p a r t  o f  my ac t ion  i n  t h i s  matter. 

"I do not  doubt t h e  s i n c e r i t y  and t h e  
depth with which some of you i n t h i s  au- 
dience t h i s  morning f e e l  these ,andpos-  
s i b l y  o the r ,  things regarding whatIwas 
quoted a s  saying i n  t h e  Re~orter-News. 
I d id  make t h e  statements a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
me. I was f a i r l y  and accura te ly  quoted 
by M r .  Sam Pendergrast. But, because of 
t h i s ,  some ser ious  questions regarding 
me and my conduct a s  a Chr is t ian  have 
been ra i sed  by you and others .  

"I deeply r e g r e t  t h i s  and ask your for-  
giveness f o r  t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  I h a v e  
caused any of you. I am genuinely so r ry  



t h a t  my C h r i s t i a n  wi tness  has  been dam- 
aged apparen t ly  by t h i s  inc iden t .  Even 
more s e r i o u s l y ,  I am t roub led  by t hose  
i n  our  community and surrounding commun- 
i t ies  whose minds and h e a r t s  have been 
c losed  t o  what I have t o  say  about t h e  
Gospel of C h r i s t  because of m y a c t i o n i n  
t h i s  mat ter .  I c o n f e s s m y f a u l t y  judgment 
and ask you, my b ro the r s  and sisters i n  
C h r i s t  who a r e t h e H i g h l a n d  congregat ion,  
t o  f o rg ive  me. 

" W i l l  you a l s o  a l low m e  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  
s ta tements  quoted i n  F r i day ' s  paper? I 
do n o t  a t t endmovies  regu la r ly ,much  less 
movies repor ted  t o  b e  obscene and porn- 
ographic.  I d id  no t  endorse themovie  i n  
ques t ion  and in tended ,  i n  no way, t o e n -  
courage anyone t o  a t t e n d  it. I attempt-  
ed t o  make it c l e a r  t h a t  I regard a l l  
sexual  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o u t s i d e o f m a r r i a g e  
both i l l i c i t  and immoral, and t h a t  ce r -  
t a i n l y  i nc ludes  a l l  homosexual l i a i s o n s .  
I was n o t  making any judgment onwhat i s  
happening regard ing  t h i s  same movie i n  
Brownwood r i g h t  now. 

"To m e  t h i s  movie was no t  and i s n o t  en- 
ter ta inment .  A s  s t andard  commercial en- 
t e r t a inment ,  'MidniahtCowbovl is  obscene 
and harmful; I t oo  ,- am concerned, both 
a s  a C h r i s t i a n  and a s  a c i t i z e n ,  about 
t h e  moral f a b r i c  of  American l i f e .  I s a w  
i n  t h i s  movie, however, t h e  same human 
needs w i t h  which I work everyday i n  Ab- 
i l ene .  

"Had I made no pub l i c  s t a tement ,muchof  
t h i s  t r o u b l e  would no t  have occurred.  I 
ac t ed  unwisely and wi thout  due concern 
f o r  t h e  s tewardship  of my min i s t r y  wi th  
t h e  Highland Church of Ch r i s t .  I d i d n o t  
see t h e  impl ica t ions  of what wasmyhon- 
est response  t o  t h e  human need t h a t  I 
know e x i s t s ,  r i g h t  he r e  i n  t h i s  church 
t h i s  morning, i n  Abilene,  Texas. P l ea se  
accep t  my a p o l o g i e s a n d p l e a s e p r a y  God's 
r i c h e s t  b l e s s ing  of f o rg ivenes sandwi s -  
dom on my f u t u r e  s e r v i c e  t o  H i m  and t o  
H i s  c rea tu res . "  

(NOTE: Brethren,  it was n o t  be fore  
t h e  end of  October t h a t  I even had t h i s  
s t a tement  read t o  m e ,  much less saw a 
copy of j.t! When Archie W. Luoer ,myold 
s ide-kick i n  Ventura, C a l i f o r n i a ,  g o t  a 
copy of i t ,  in s t ead  of showinq it t o  m e  
h e  read it t o  me. 'vihen he had f i n i shed  
read!.= i t ,  I almosh went up i n  smoke! 
"Xhat g e t s  i n t o  e lde r sh ip s ,  " I exploded, 
"that they w i l l  l e t  a man, who has made 
such a s ta tement  p r a c t i c a l l y  be  c ruc i -  
f i e d ,  i n s t e ad  of c i r c u l a t i n g  such c l a r -  
i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  brethreneverywhere,might 
know about i t  and forgive!  I f  I had had 
t h a t  s ta tement  i n  hand, I should have 

g l ad ly  published it--brotherhood-wide-- 
months ago!" Archie asked m e  i f h e c o u l d  
quo te  m e  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  I t o l d  him yes  
--and he s o  informed t h e  e l d e r s a t  High- 
land/Abilene, i n  a l e t t e r  dated Novem- 
ber19,1970.  And Still t h e r e  h a s b e e n n o  
response  on t h e i r  part!...Well, i t  looks 
now a s  if they may never respond. Or ,  i f  
they  ever  dec ide  t o  do s o ,  l i k e  t h e  el- 
d e r s  a t  Inglewood, C a l i f o r n i a ,  re: Pat  
Boone, by t h e  time they dec ide  t o  do s o  
it a l r eady  w i l l  be t oo  l a t e .  However, I 
could n o t  now have t h i s  s ta tement  i n  my 
possess ion and consc ien t ious ly  n o t  g i v e  
b r e th r en  everywhere a chance t o  s e e w i t h  
t h e i r  own eyes what it was t h a t  b ro the r  
Chalk confessed.  I have s t ud i ed  what h e  
s a i d  wi th  g r e a t  c a r e ,  b e l i e v e  t h a t  bre-  
t h r en  everywhere should accep t  i t ; a n d  I 
f o r  one most c e r t a i n l y  do so. God b l e s s  
John Allen f o r  having made s u c h a s t r o n g  
and f o r t h r i g h t  statement!  Now, i f  s i m i -  
l a r  s t a tements  can be forthcoming from 
about 50 t o  60 o t h e r  well-known preach- 
ers, who have been t r y i n g  t o  l e a d u s a l l  
i n t o  aposcasy,  maybeameasure of Chris-  
t i a n  fe l lowship  can be res to red .  IYRJr.) 

JAMES D. BALES' "PAT BOONE AND THE GIFT 
OF TONGUES' TAKES MELODY OUT OF PAT'S 
"NEW SONGI" 2.200 SHIPPED FIRST 70 DAYS 

While t h e  H i  hland/Abilene b i shops  
were dragging t h e  f r f e e t  on l e t t i n g  t h e  
brotherhood know t h a t  b r o t h e r  Chalk a l -  
ready  had co r r ec t ed  h i e  "Midnight Cow- m" e r r o r ,  those  a t  Inglewood, C a l i f -  
o rn i a .  where Pa t  Boone and fami ly  s t i l l  
hold membership, w e r e l e t t i n g p a t  spread 
h i e  "New Song' a l l  over everywhere ( 6 5 -  
000 eold  i ts  f i r e t  12  weeks), were l e t -  
t i n g  him appear  i n  f e l l o w s h i p w 1 t h ~ -  

c o s t a h  ( c o r r u p t i n g  cur  e n t i r e  r e s t o r -  
r t i o n  e f f o r t ) ,  a l s o ,  through TV appear-  
ances  wi th  t;in8R$r- 0 a t  and .R- 
--to say no e d o c t r  na e r r o r  
be ing  sowed through h i s  part i n  t h e  new - 
mdvi;. "The Cross  and the  Switchblade") 
--beaides which even i n  Nashville.- 

he was a t t empt ing  t o 3 n f i l t r a t e  
o congregation w i t h h i s h e r -  m s b o r  

esy  by i n v i t i n g  a group of t h e i r  young- 
to-middle-aeed c o u ~ l e a  f o r  p r i v a t e  i n -  

When i t  is s o  c r y s t a l  c l e a r  t h a t  he 
hae a l r e a d v  l e f t  us--both i n  d o c t r i n e  as  
well  as i n  p r ac t i c e - - i f  t h e  cause means 
anvthinrr a t  a l l  t o  t h e  e l d e r s  a t  Ing le -  
wood, why would they  l e t  Pa t  r un  around 
brotherhood-wide, a s  t hey  have, now f o r  
c l o s e  onto  two yea r s ,  l e ad i ng  off  whom- 
soever  he chooses t o  i n f e c t !  The ques t -  
i o n  i s  heginning t o  a r i se  a l l  over t h i s  
brotherhood t h a t  i f  Inglewood can st i l l  
fe l lowship  P a t  and S h i r l e y  B0or.e. under 
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these circumstances, then what shall we 
flay of the soundness of t he  Inglewood 
elders!  It nowappearstoliterallytho 73: a of us  t h a t ,  unless  t h e y c a r e  no 
i n g  ?or fe l lowship,  the  time is  long 
pas t  f o r  them t o  be e i t h e r  s t o  ping Pat 

drawing from him e n t i r e l y !  
?3 dead i n  h i s  t r a c k s  or  e l s e  t o  e  with- 

A s  j u s t  R gafrvle of the s o r t  of of-  
fense the  Inglewood e l d e r s  a r e  a l lowing 
Pa t  t o  commit, uncorrected,  consider  t h e  
following r e p o r t  by brother  Joe Moulder 
who preaches r egu la r ly  t o  t he  church a t  
North Highlands. Cal i forn ia .  Appearing, 
a s  it d id ,  under da te  September 27. t h e  
a r t i c l e  reads  a s  follows: 

"I WAS THERE! ! 

.As  t he  hour of 3 o e c l o c k i n t h e a f -  
ternoon approached, on Sunday, Septem- 
ber  20, 1970, I had hoped aga ins t  ho e  
t h a t  it was no t  t r u e ,  and t h a t  he wou 5 d 
no t  r e a l l y  show up a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
meeting. But as t h e  d i g n i t a r i e s  of t he  
Charismatic C l in i c  ascendedthepla t form 
i n  SacramentoMemorialAuditorium,hewas 
t h e r e  with  h i s  wife. j u s t a s h a d b e e n a n -  
nounced on TV and adver t i sed  i n  t he  p3- 
pors--Pat and Shi r ley  Boone. 

-1 WAS THERE--not t o  'huntwitches '  
as some may accuse, but--to hearwithrny 
own ear -  and s e e  with  mv own eves  t P a t  - . . - - - - -. . - - . - 
t h i s  once-dedicated - ~ h d s t i a n  Goung m n  
and h i s  wife had t r u l y  gone over t o  t h e  
fo rces  t h a t  accept  the  doc t r ine  of the  
baptism of t he  Holy Ghost as being giv- 
en t o  man today. a n d t h a t b e l i e v e m a n t o -  
day i s  g iven the  g i f t  of tonguesand heal-  
ing. From h i s  own l i p s  came the  words 
t h a t  could condemn h i s  soul  and perhaps 
because of h i s  in f luence ,  t he  s o u l s  of 
many o thers ,  t o  t he  f i r e s  of h e l l ,  un- 
less he repents  and comes back t o  t h e  
Fa ther  i n  Heaven. I t i s i n d e e d a t r a g e d y .  

"Pat declared t h a t  he had been a  
Chr i s t i an  f o r  over 20 yea r s  b u t  had on- 
l y  come t o  know the  Lord i n  t he  last 
couple years. He gave the  i l l u s t r a t i o n  
t h a t  he had stayedinseveralConradHi1- 
ton Hotels, b u t  t h a t  hehadnevermet  Mr. 
Hilton. He s a i d  t h a t  he knew Mr. Hi l ton 
ex is ted  and 'I have been a m e e t  i n  h i s  
h0 
Pa t  then  t r i e d  t o  make t h e  comparisonto 
t h e  church by saying t h a t  he had been a 
guest i n  t h e  house of t h e  Lord but  had 
no t  r e a l l y  met t heLand lo rdun t i l ac0up-  
l e  of yea r s  ago, 

"There i s  something that Pa t  must 
have forgotten--the CHURCH is NOT A HO- 
TEL, bu t  a family. I t  i e  a family t h a t  

has a  Fa ther ,  a Father  sowonderful t h a t  
words cannot descr ibe H i m ,  and you can- 
not  be i n  t he  family or  t h i s P a t h e r w i t h -  
out  knowing H i m ,  f e e l i n g h i s p r e s e n c e a n d  
knowing H i s  love. You cannot know t h i s  
Fa ther  without knowing H i s  Son, f o r  'no 
X' ma ' so  
s a i d  J e sus  i n  John 1416. You cannot be 
i n t h i s  family without knowin~Jesus .  f o r  
H e  s a i d ,  ' ~ e -  t h a t  is not  w i t 6  me is a- 
@ i n s t  me. and h e t h a t g a t h e r e t h n o t w i t h  rn 

"Pat seems a l s o  t o  have forgot ten  
t h a t  Paul s a id ,  'though we. o r  an  angel  
from heaven, preach any o thergospe lun-  
t o  you than  t h a t  which we have preached 
unto you, l e t  him be accursed.' Ca1.118 
To say t h a t  men today rece ive  t h e  'bap- 
t i s m  of t h e  Holy S p i r i t '  is  notwhat t h e  
New Testament teaches  f o r  you andmeto-  
day. There were only two occasions when 
t h i s  took place--Pentecost and .st the 
home o fco rne l iu s .  The 'miraculous&tsl  
according t o  Hebrews 212-4 were used t o  
confirm t h e  word spoken by t h e  a p o s t l e s  
and o ther  e a r l y  witnesses of Jesus.  When, 
may I ask ,  didthewordbecomeunconfirm- 
ed once it wasde l ive redun to the  s a i n t s ?  

"Pat makes many arguments i n  de- 
fense  of t h i s  'Pentecostal  movement' a s  
it has been ca l l ed ,  i n  h i s  newest book. 
A NEW SONG, which shows t h a t  he i s  per- 
v e r t i n g  t h e  Gospel of Chr i s t .  

" In  h i s  speech a t  Memorial audi to-  
rium he gave c r e d i t  f o r t h e  in t roduc t ion  
t o  the  'change @ t h a t  has taken place i n  
h i s  l i f e  and t h a t  of h i s  family,  t o  two 
men--both of whom a r e  not  members o f t h e  
church of t he  New Testament--not a t  l e a s t  
of the  one body I read about. I t  would 
seem t h a t  Fa t ,  l i k e  s eve ra l  o thers  who 
formerly held t o  t h e  'fundamentalist * 
concept of t h e  one Wody. has embraced the  
idea t h a t  it makes no difference which 
*churchq you a r e  i n  so long a s  you hold 
t o  and be l ieve  i n  God and t h a t  you can 
be a  Chr i s t i an  i n  t h a t  church. He even 
offered the  ' i nv i t a t i on '  a t  t h i s c h a r i s -  
matic C l in i c .  and u r ~ e d  f o l k s  t o  come 
forward and receive the  baptism of t he  
Holy S p i r i t .  

"Yes, I WAS THERE. I saw and I heard ! 
It  i s  t rue.  What a  t r a g i c  l o s s  t o  the  
cause of Christ. Wemuatnow s t a n d a g a i n s t  
h i s  f a l s e  doctr ine.  withdrawourfellow- 
s h i p  from him and o thers  who have and 
w i l l g o  off a f t e r  t h i s  ' s t range doc t r ine '  
and pray f o r  him, t h a t  he andtheymight  
come back t o  t h s  family of t h e  Heavenly 
Father.  

"To t h i s  end I c a l l  upon a l l  who 



read t h i s  a r t i c l e  t o  join with me t h a t  
souls  may be salvaged from the  ravages 
of Satan. God be with us  and grant  u s  
wisdom is  my prayer i n  Jesus '  name. 

(Signed) Joe Moulder* 
*++++++ 

Another preacher of the gospel who 
sees  c l e a r l y  what is  going on--and is 
speaking out  about it--is t h e  wel l  -5e-  
loved Chester A. Hunnicutt. "Pleasecon- 
t i nue  t o  send me your newsle t te r , "  bro- 
t h e r  Hunnicutt wrote under da te  Deeem- 
be r  7. 1970, "and when Iamathomewhcre 
I have a check book I w i l l  pay. 

"I taught  a t  Camp Shiloh 13 years  
ago. Since then I have been supporting 
it  u n t i l  about one year  ago. I had got- 
t e n  the  idea from some one t h a t  aome- 
t h i n g  was wrong about t he  camp. We still 
rece ivetheir l i terature .Enclosedplease  
f ind  a brochure of P a t  Boone's. Why would 
t h i s  camp use him t o  r a i s e  money f o r t h e  
camp? 

"I am v i s i t i n g  here i n  Cleveland, 
Tenn., where Pat Boonehas ju s tbeenfea -  
tu red  a t  t he  Church of God school. I t w a s  
supposed t o  have been a concert ,  but it 
turned out t o  be a t e s t i m o n i a l .  I w a s n o t  
here t o  hear him i n  person buthave ju s t  
heard a tape recording of the program. 
He t o l d  about h i s  wonderful, new exper- 
ience with God on top  of a mountain or 
h i l l  i n  Ia. with t h i s  Catholic p r i e s t .  
I am su re  you have heard about h i s  so- 
c a l l e d  convcasion, e tc .  To me the  whole 
th ing  was a f a r c e ,  unreasonable, contra- 
d ic tory ,  shallow and fore ign  from the  
t ru th .  It j u s t  makes you s i c k  t o  th ink  
about it. 

"I don't know how t o  a n a l i z e  him. 
F i r s t ,  God might have sen t  him a s t r o n g  
delusion t h a t  he might be l ieve  a l i e  be- 
cause he does not  love the t r u t h ,  or e l s e  
s ince he was about t o  lo se  h i s  ca ree r ,  
family,  and wealth, t h i s  might liavebeen 
h i s  scheme t o  come back t o  fameandfor-  
tune. 

"Perhaps I am judging when1 should 
not  be. But t h i s  and o ther  t h i n g s i n t h e  
church has meworried. I n C h r i s t i a n l o v e ,  
(Signed) Chester A .  Hunnicutt." 

***it*+ 

And y e t  another preacher who i s  not  
a f r a i d  t o  speak up is the venerable and 
venerated Harbert D. Hooker, of Crys t a l  
City.  Missouri, who p r o b a b l ~  more than 
a n y  nan a l i v e  ( toge ther  with James L. 
Neal and the  South Thom~son S t r e e t  bre- 

has done the  most 

t o  e s t a b l i s h t h e  cause of Cnr i s t inNor th -  
west Arkansas. I n  a recent  b u l l e t i n  f o r  
t he  church where he minis te rs ,  brother  
Hooker wrote a s  folLowsr 

"u DOCTRINE 

"I have not  been a b l e  t o  understand 
everything of l a t e  that is going on i n  
the  name of t h e  church. Some year  ago 
one Fat Boone of Cal i forn ia  led a follow- 
ing  w i t h t h i s  idea  'LetGo, 'expressyour-  
s e l f ,  and now you see the r e s u l t s .  The 
idea  becomes alarming t o  us  h e r e i n  t h i s  
pa r t  of the country,  when we f ind  our- 
s e lves  where Californiawasoneyearago. 
!Nhen the time has come t h a t  our young 
people can not have a gather ing without 
some a d u l t  urging them (both boys and 
g i r l s )  t o  t e s t i f y  f o r  theLord. Iamwon- 
der ing  how long it w i l l  be u n t i l  t he  
church w i l l  only be a test:fying, mira- 
cle-worker,woman-preacherdenomination. 
Brethren, i t  is  d isgus t ing  and hear t -  
breaking t o  see such i n t h e  church o f t h e  
Lord. I have l i ved  t o  see  many th ings  
d i s tu rb  the church and t e a r  it asunder 
i n  many places--Sundayschools, individ-  
u a l  communion cups. l i t e r a t u r e  i n  Bible 
c lasses .  pre-millenialism,anti-ism--but 
we have had nothing t h a t w i l l  do the  dam- 
age that t h e  present  sensat ional ism is 
going t o  do. The l i g h t  must be turned 
down low, every one hold hands,andsome 
one start the  testimony. Jno.2125 Jesus  
needed not  t h a t  any should t e s t i f y  of 
man1 f o r  he knoweth what was i n  man. 

"This 'LET GO' doc t r ine  got  Nadab 
and Abihu destroyed by f i r e .  Lev.1011-2 
The Pharisees of Jesus '  day 'LET~o ' and  
ended up with a carved-outdoctrine made 
according t o  t h e i r  own wishes,butwhich 
could not save. Nt.23123 Remember those 
a t  Corinth whenobserving the Lord's Sup- 
per 'LET GO' and ended up damning them- 
se lves  i n  t h e i r  partaking. I Cor. 11129 
When the  Galat ians  'LET G O , '  they found 
t h a t  they had Lost the gospel of Chr i s t  
and what they had embraced wasaperver -  
sion. Ga1.116-7. 

"Satan's e f f e c t i v e  t r i c k  today is  
t o  say the  gospel i s  no longer s u f f i c i -  
e n t  i n  meeting man's needs i n  the twen- 
t i e t h  century. But.Jesus said a l l  power 
i n  heaven and ea r th  i sg ivenun tomet  and 
t h a t  He would be with us  always even t o  
the end of the world. Mt.28 The Gospel 
of Chr i s t  WAS--IS--AND SHALL EVER BE THE 
ONLY GOSPEL THAT WILL SAVE. Rom.11161 
Mt.24125 There is nothing wrongwith the 
youth of the land today t h a t  we t h a t  a r e  
o lder  d i d  not ge t  w e r l  and it d i d  not  
take amiracle-performing, tongue-speak- 
ine ,  woman preacher t o  br ing  it about. 
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"It i s  not wars, poverty, immoral- of David Wilkersonandotherfalseteach- 
i t y  or generation gaps t h a t  i s t r o u b l i n g  e r s  without as wel l  a s  Dean Dennis, Ben 
the  youth1 but  it i s  a lack of m r e n t a l  Franklin and other  such h e r e t i c s  w i t =  - . . . -. . 
teaching and d i sc ip l ine .  ~ o d a y ~ s  vrobz --and NOW comes h i s  own h e r e t i c a l  new 
lems a r e  not  new, and the  same allLpow- book designed t o  draw away d i s c i p l e s a f -  
e r f u l  gospel w i l l  g e t  t he  jobdone. Nev- t e r  h i s  o m  perverse things.  
e r  should t h e  p u l p i t  be turned i n t o  a 
sounding board-for  soc ia l .  economic and 
r a c i a l  ills. J u s t  preachthewordand the  
job w i l l  be done. I guess i f  I had been 
i n  the meeting i n  St .  Louis where t h e  
g i r l s  were t e s t i f y i n g  I WOULD HAYE KICKED 
THE ROOF OFF. " (Signed) Harbert D. Hooker 

Although Contending f o r  the Fa i th ,  
na tu ra l ly ,  cannot b id  God speed t o  t h i s  
new book (and we su re ly  
it, ne i the r  o f f e r i w  it 
as a warning t o  our readers  so  you w i l l  
be on your b a r d  aga ins t  it, beiow, no- 

I f ,  i n  t he  over- 
a l l ,  churchesof Chr i s t  
now a r e  locked i n  per- 
haps the g r e a t e s t  ba t -  
t l e  f o r  surv iva l  of t h e  
t r u t h  of the gospel a -  
mong u s  s ince the  in-  
cept ion of t he  r e s t o r -  
a t i o n  movement, su re ly  
one of t he  most notable  
d o c t r i n a l  "wrestl ings" 
of a l l  time now is  i n  
progress between Pat 
w a n d  James D. Bales. 

Through more than 
25 personal con tac t s  
with Pa t  and Shi r ley  i n  
t h e  p a s t  year  t o  year- 
and-a-half, b ro ther  J .D.  
f i n a l l y  came t o  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  they were not  j u s t  
a l i t t l e  b i t  "of f*  r e :  
t he  Holy S p i r i t  but  ac- 
t u a l l y  were i n  the  pro- 
c e s s  of l eav in  the 
" f a i th  once de f ivered 
t o  t h e  saints ."  ( Jude3)  

Evidence leading 
t o  no o ther  possible  
conclusion k e e ~ s  ~ i l i n e  
up--appearances oh & 
Roberts* and Rex Hum- 
bard's TV programs. a t  
Pentecostal, schools,  on 
Charismatic C l in i c s ,  i n  
f a l s e - t e a c b  m w  
such as "The C d a  
t h e  S w i t ~ h b l a d g ~ ~  en- 
dorsement not  only of 
Roberts and Humbard but  
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WEST COAST BROTHER DECIARES PROPOSED 
NEW SCHOOL SOUNDS LIKE 'OLD" SCHOOL! 

What most of our u~uosed-to-be 
Chr i s t i an  co l l eges  cannotSseem t o  corn-. 
prehend is  that  i f  they had been f a i t h -  
f u l l y  performing t h e i r  funct ion-- t ra in-  
i ng  both t he  number and the  kind of men 
required a s  min i s t e r s  t o  the  churches-- 
i n  a l l  l ike l ihood  t h i s  p resen t  "school- 
of-preaching* phenomenon among us  never 
would have a r i s e n  a t  a l l 1  

I do no t  mean that of our co l -  
l eges  f e l l  down on the  job--but it does 
no t  t ake  a Solomon t o  see t h a t  most of 
them both did and have: When l i t e r a l l y  
hundreds--possiblythousands--of congre- 
ga t ions  saw t h a t  they e i t h e r  could no t  
g e t  t r a ined  preachers a t  a l l - -o r  t h a t  
those they could g e t ,  e spec i a l l y  those 
t r a ined  a t  c e r t a i n  of our co l l eges  were 
giving f o r t h  an  "---what 
e l s e  was t he re  l e f t  t o  do bu t  t o  under- 
t ake  t o  t r a i n  our own! 

Nowhere has t he  l ack  of dependably 
t r a ined  preachers been f e l t  more deeply 
than among the  sound churches i n  Calif- &. The school which shouldhave done 
the  most t o  help u s  t he  problem, 
has, i n  f a c t ,  become the  p e a t e s t  sin<- 
Je con t r i bu to r  t o  the  problem. Some few 
of those who t r a ined  a t  Pepperdine back 
i n  i ts  beginning have turned out r a t h e r  
well.  Once E. V. P u l l i a s  ever  go t  t o  be 
Dean a t  Pepperdine, however, a l l t h a t b e -  
gan t o  change. It got so  bad tha t .  some 
13 yea r s  ago, Nowel l  Young and J. P. 
Sanders were s e n t  f o r  i n a n e f f o r t t o  t r y  
t o  salvage w h a t  was l e f t .  I tnowappears  
t h a t  J. P. has given up on it e n t i r e l y !  
l eas twise  he has gone on t o  Columbia.and 
is no longer there .  Ins tead of l i m i t i n g  
h i s  f a c u l t y  h i r i n g s  t o  those whose ded- 
i c a t i o n  t o  the  t r u t h  o f t h e  g o s p e l i s b e -  
yond ques t ion ,  whereas some on the  Pep- 
perdine f a c u l t y  admit tedly  a r e  f inemen,  
t he  f a c t  remains t h a t  Pepperdine now is  
viewed by most of the  f a i t h f u l  b re thren  
throughout t he  s t a t e  of Ca l i fo rn i a  as a 
harborer of a p o s t a t i z i n g  teachers .  Also 
with t he  advent of i ts new Schoolof Law 
Pep erdine c l e a r l y  is headed f o r  secu- 
l a r  i' s m  a s  hard as it c a n t e a r .  Why it ev- 
en bother@ t o  a d v e r t i s e  i t s e l f  a s o n e  of 
our Chr i s t i an  schools  any more would be 
m r d  t o  fathom. So evident is  it t h a t  
Pepperdine wants t o  be j u s t  onemorebig 
s e c u l a r  school,  r a t h e r  than a C h r i s t i a n  
school,  why aon' t  Nowe l l  and B i l l  j u s t  
make the  whole th ing  e e c u l a ~  and aband- 
on a l l  t h i s  pretense of anygenuine con- 
cern f o r  t h i n g s r e l i g i o u s .  Theymay s t i l l  
be--but more and more bre thren  through- 
out the  s t a t e  of Ca l i fo rn i a  a r e  viewing 
such claims merely a s  fund-rais ing gim- 

ic ry .  And, e s p e c i a l l y  s ince  Pepperdine 
h i r ed  James L. Attebury and f o u r  o thers  
who had t o  leave HardingCollegebecause 
of t h e i r  "uncer ta in  sounds" there .  

Be a l l  t h a t  a s  it may, when C a l i f -  
ornia  churches, on t he  whole, g radua l ly  
became convinced of Pepperdine's apost-  
asy  and l ack  of any r e a l  concern wheth- 
e r  t h e  doc t r i ne  of C h r i s t  i s  kept pure 
t h e r e  or  no t ,  more and more thought was 
given toward br ing ing  s t i l l m o r e s c h o o l s  
of preaching i n t o  being-- themostrecent  
one of which is  the  proposed School of 
Evangelism, which we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  have 
ready t o  begin a t  Downtown Francis-  =, Lord wi l l i ng ,  by thiscomingseptem- 
ber.  A s  you know. proper ty  a l r e a d y i s i n  
escrow toward t h a t  end. 

Our f i r s t  general  meeting of S a l i -  
f o rn i a  brethren--elders ,  preachers and 
others--who might be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  our 
having such a school,  was on Saturday-- 
December 5. 1970--at 1349MissionS'treet  
where the-church meets -presen t ly  i n  t he  
Downtown a r e a  of San Francisco. Some 20 
others .  who could no t  come on Saturday,  
i n  f a c t ,  had met t he  n igh t  before.  Then 
between 50 and 60 such bre threncameto-  
ge ther  f o r  t h e  a l l -day  information-and- 
planning se s s ion  on Saturday. 

Spec ia l  t a l k s  were given by bre th-  
ren Robert R. P r i c e ,  Linwood E. Bishop. 
g a l t o n  P. E l l i s ,  B. U, Baldwin and oth- 
e r s .  When it w a s  made abundantly c l e a r  
t h a t  our San Francisco School of Evang- 
e l ism wouldadhere s t r i c t l y .w i thou tcom-  
promise t o  t he  "old paths" as revealed 
i n  t h e  New Testament, one v i s i t i n g  bro- 
t h e r e  presen t  remarked. "Thisnewschool 
sounds more l i k e  the  'old school ' ."  Ev- 
iden t ly .  he meant t h i s  a s  a complimentl 
and we dead sure  accepted it i n  such a 
l i g h t .  Another school b r i n g i n g f o r t h y e t  
onemore "unce~ta insound 'we  aon ' t  need! 

A t  t h i s  po in t ,  i t .now seemssurewe 
s h a l l  have the  r e s t  of t he  $50.000 nec- 
e s sa ry  t o  complete our down-payment to -  
ward the  purchase of t he  new proper ty  f o r  
t h e  new school  ( a s  we l l  a s  new loca t ion  
f o r  the  church t o  meet) on t he  corner  of 
Van Ness and Grove. when the  balance of 
it f a l l s  due and payable January 4. But 
we s t i l l  w i l l  have t o  r a i s e  a t l e a s t a n -  
o ther  $25,000 to$30,000 ( o r p o s s i b l y e v -  
en more) i n  order t o  remodel t he  bu i ld -  
ing s u i t a b l e  f o r  church-and-school use. 
By f a r  t he  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of t h i s  i n i t i a l  
down-payment is  being r a i s e d  and given 
by Downtown San Francisco members theq- 
se lves .  However, l o t s  of he lp  i s  needed 
on the  r e s t  of it. Please  send cont r ib -  
u t i ons  t o  DOWNTOWN FRANCISCO CHURCH 
OF CHRIST. Box 588, San Francisco 94101. - 
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