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FOR ELDERS. DEACONS. PREACHERS, TEACHERS AND CONCERNED CHRlSTlANS i 

'CROSSROADS/BOSTON VIRUS SPREADING 
LIKE 'AIDS' ACROSS THE GLOBE: 1987 

While Foollsh Brethren Meaninglessly Mouth "They Must Be Doing Somethlng 
Right", Gainesville/Boston Heresy Undermines Truth of the Gospel On Every 
Continent. Not Just Asia But Whole World Targeted For Doctrinal Subverslon 

Ira Y. Rlce, Jr. 

If indeed the doctrine emanating first from Crossroads/ 
Gainesville, Florida, and now principally from Boston, 
Massachusetts, were the plain, simple, New Testament truth 
of the gospel as it is in Christ Jesus, none would rejoice more 
than we to see it spreading across this nation and around the 
world. 

The plain, simple fact is, however, that instead of it being 
the truth of God, what makes it different from the doctrine 
of the churches of Christ in general is plagiarized from the 
"doctrines and commandments of men." According to what 
Jesus himself said, in Matthew 15:9, such makes one's 
worship "vain", meaning futile, fruitless, hollow, foolish, 
without effect or avail, to no use or purpose, empty. 

It was unmitigated deception for Chuck Lucas earlier- 
and now his No. 1 disciple Kip McKean and those he 
influences-to pretend that their "Crossroads Philosophy" 
came from the Bible, knowing all the while that, in fact, they 
simply stole it from the denominational perversions of 
Robert E. Coleman's The Master Plan of Evangelism and 
similar non-Christian books. All you have to do is go back 
to that book, first published in 1963 (Crossroadism started 

i four years later in 1967) and you can plainly see where it all 
came from. And that such now, like AIDS, is being spread 

, worldwide does not for one moment alter the fact that their 
whole system, basically, is after "the doctrines and com- 
mandments of men" and not the doctrine of Christ! 

JAMES LLOYD CALLS FROM CENTRAL LONDON 
It is no secret that, because of our efforts both to 

evangelize the world as well as to defend the truth of the 
gospel worldwide, I often have to be away from home. Thus, 
as usual, I was on the road again helping brother Charlie 

Chan raise funds for the Klang Building Project for 
Malaysia, when James Lloyd, one of the Crossroads 
evangelists in England, called in September all the way from 
Central London to my home in Memphis, Tennessee, to 
inform me that he would be the one leading a team of 
Crossroaders from London. to "plant" the church in 
Singapore in 1987. 

Since I was away, my wife ~ a d a ' t o o k  the call. Inasmuch 
as she and I were the ones who went originally to Singapore 
and had alreadyplanted the church there almost 32 years 
ago, the brazenness of such impudence flew all over her. "I 
hope you didn't mind what I said to him," she entreated me, 
when I telephoned home. "What.did you say to him?" I 
inquired. "I said, 'Since you are not needed, since you are 
not wanted, and since you have been asked not to come to 
Singapore, then why are you coming!"' she informed me. I 
told her that, as far as I was concerned, what she had said to 
him was "just right." She continued that after she had said 
these words to him there was a long, long pause-so long, in 
fact, that she thought he might have left the line. Then, 
finally, he said, "Well, thanks anyway!" and hung up. 

Somewhat to Vada's surprise, a few days later she said 
that James Lloyd called from London once again. I still was 
not at home, since brother Chan and I were on the road most 
of the time for three whole weeks. However, she gave me the 
message both times. Evidently, he did not want me to miss 
knowing that it would be he, not someone else, who would 
be coming to Singapore. As brother William S. Cline, 
Editor of the Firm Foundation, and I had said to him and 
Douglas Arthur, when we flew to meet them in New York 
City, some 16 months ago, if he and they are determined to 

(Continued on Page 6) 



More Financial Assistance Needed 
To Help Us Get This Special Issue 
Out To The Churches-Worldwidel 

Although it appears to be true that "error can march 
around the world while truth is getting its boots on", it 
likewise is true that "truth crushed to earth shall rise 
again."Truth and error are forever locked in doctrinal 
confrontation-forever, that is, until Jesus says it is 
enough and calls the faithful home. 

As this particular issue of Contending for the Faith 
goes to press, after you have read it, we feel sure you 
will agree that it needs to be sent out to warn the 
churches of Christ-not just nationwide but world- 
wide! As you will note on Page 5, the Boston/ Cross- 
roads church alone claims to have reached 77 countries 
already-and from Page 3 and 4 you will see that they 
and I I other "Crossroads" churches have "targeted" 
dozens of other countries and areas, not just the U.S., 
but AROUND THE WORLD! 

NOT ENOUGH JUSTTO CLUCK OUR TONGUES 
It is true that some of us at least are doing all we can 

(or all we think we can) to warn our brethren of the 
persistent encroachments of this insidious evil. It also 
is true that about all that others of us are doing is 
sitting back, clucking our tongues and saying, "Ain't it 
a shame! " 

Well, tongue-clucking and shame-saying are not 
enough. Also they don't cost much. Perhaps this is our 
principal problem-while the "Crossroads" churches 
are getting together, pooling their resources and 
pouring all those millions of dollars into spreading 
their error "into all the world", we who know, believe 
and say we love the truth of the gopsel as it is in Christ 
Jesus have largely contented ourselves to sit back, 
cluck and say-but not DO! 

PUBLICITY IS ONLY THING ERROR FEARS 
If you will observe, about the only thing that those 

who practice and teach error really fear is that their 
depredations against the gospel of Christ will be 
publicized. This is the bgsic'reason that the "Cross- 
roads" churches have fought so hard to  undermine 
confidence in Contending for the Faith. They view us 
as the principal obstacle standing in the way of their 
visions of world conquest. And to the extent that we let 
their ridicule bother us or evqnslow us down, they will 
have their way-have no doubt about that. 

On the other hand, concerned Christians and 
congregations who are not deceived by their under- 
mining tactics need to STAND UP AND BE 
COUNTED on the side of truth. Thepostage alone to 
mail this issue out to all the churches in just these 
United States comes to more tban $1,200-not to 
mention the THOUSANDS O F  DOLLARS needed 
to publish the ADDITIONAL THOUSANDS O F  
COPIES of the paper itself to get the message 
out-WORLDWIDE! 

Whatever you and/ or the congregation where you 
are can do to help defray these extra costs, please think 
it over and send what you can, making checks payable 
to Bellview church of Christ (clearly earmarked for 
Contending for the Faith Fund) and mail them $ The 
Elders, 4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola, Florida 32506. 
What vour hand finds to do. DO it with all vour might! 

' -Ira Y.  ice; Jr.. ~ d 7 t o r  
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(Screened Area-Below-Photo-Reproduced from Boston Bulletin 

'Crossroads'/Boston Virus Spreads Worldwidel 
(Continued from Page 1) 

invade Singapore, as if the church had not been planted 
there already, they can come on if they want to, but they will 
have a fight on their hands. And we did not meanUperhaps." 

If only these mostly-young brethren were content to 
restrict themselves to the word of God as their only rule of 
faith and practice, what a joy it would be to bid them 
Godspeed and even to join them in spreading the gospel of 
Christ into all the world. Until they are willing to give up 
their heretical doctrines and practices, however, they make 
this doctrinally impossible. I1 John 9-1 1 still forbids it. Let's 
read it again. Here is what it says: 

Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ, hath not God. He  that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, 
he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto 
you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him Godspeed: for he that biddeth him 
Godspeed is partaker of his evil deeds. (I1 John 9-11). 

"OUT FROM US" BECAUSE "NOT OF US" 
How strange it is to hear some of our brethren, who are 

either naive, misguided or misinformed, refer to those of the 
Crossroads/ Boston persuasion as if they still were a part of 
the brotherhood of Christ. They are no more "of us" than, 
for example, the Christian Church! Since they are so 
wedded to certain "doctrines and commandments of men" 
contrary to the doctrine of Christ that they are willing to 
undermine the doctrine of Christ to foster their own man- 
made system, they are just like the "anti-christs" of I John 
2: 18-19. Note carefully: 

Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that 
anti-christ shall come, even now are there many anti-christs; 
whereby we know that it is the last time. They went out from us, 
but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no 
doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they 
might be made manifest that they were not all of us. (I John 
218-19). 
If there is any passage in the entire New Testament that 

describes the Crossradsl Boston movement exactly, this is it. 
Let us consider. 
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Crossroadism, The  Emergence OfA Cult 
Ernest S. Underwood 

It is two o'clock in the morning when the phone rings. The 
voice on the other end says, "Preacher, I have a gun to my 
head. Tell me why I should not pull the trigger." It is another 
call for help, one of many when you live in Gainesville, 
Florida. You find out the address, dress quickly and rush 
over to the young man's place of residence. As you enter the 
door you see a young man in his early twenties sitting on the 
edge of his bed with a "Saturday night special" clutched in 
his hand. Very calmly you ask him, "What is the problem?" 
His one-word reply: "Crossroads." 

One could wish that this was an isolated incident, but such 
is not the case. When one lives in an area where Crossroadism 
is strong he probably will have to deal with troubled 
marriages, broken lives, and deep spiritual depression. Such 
is the fruit of the system. The leaders will smugly deny that 
such is the case, but those who have had to deal with their 
heresy and cultism know all too well its fruit. 

When one undertakes the task of examining the cult 
known as the Crossroads church of Christ, and all of its 
satellites, it is essential that he know something of its 
background. Without this background knowledge one can 
be deceived into thinking that those who oppose the 
movement are simply jealous, or are "witch-hunters." Also, 
when one undertakes such a task he will inevitably be 
questioned as to whether he has ever been to Crossroads. 
The inference being that if one has not been there for a first 
hand investigation he has no right to speak. This ploy is used 
to shame and silence any who would attack the system. 
However, anyone of sub-normal intelligence can see the 
fallacy of such subterfuge. Just for the record, though, let it 
be known that I lived and preached in Gainesville for a 
period of three years (1974-1977). I also lived and preached 
in Pensacola where there was a satellite of Crossroads. 

It is the purpose of this article to give some background 
information concerning the emergence of the movement. 
There is ample documentation of its present apostasy and 
cultism. 

Crossroadism had its inception in a former movement 
known as Campus Evangelism, which in turn was conceived 
out of what was commonly called "The Jesus Freak 
Movement." In 1970, when because of strong opposition 
and a lack of funds, the leaders of the movement gave the 
death notice in its official publication GO, those of us who 
had opposed this doctrinally-unsound movement breathed 
a sigh of relief. However, we were premature in this. Prior to 
its demise the organization had moved its headquarters 
from Texas to Gainesville, Florida. When the death notice 
was given the organization went underground for about a 
year, then emerged with a new name and a new leader. The 
new name at that time was Campus Advance; the new leader 
was Chuck Lucas. This was about all that was new in the 
system. The same heretical speakers which were used in 
Campus Evangelism were still used; the same false doctrines 
and practices were upheld. 

When the 14th Street church in Gainesville outgrew its 
facilities, a new building was built on another location. The 
name chosen for this new church was Crossroads. This name 
in itself is unscriptural in that it is named for a philosophy. 
One could just as scripturally choose the name Church of 
Jesus Christ Of Latter Day Saints, or some other denomi- 
national name as he could call a church in Gainesville, 

Florida "Crossroads." There is no geographic area in 
Gainesville known by that designation. For those who know 
and respect the Scriptures concerning the question, "What is 
in a name?" this is a pertinent poiat. The name Crossroads 
was chosen because it is stated, "We meet people at the 
crossroads of life." 

When it came time to dedicatd the newfacilities whom did 
they invite to have a part in the dedication ceremonies? 
Among others, there was a Presbyterian preacher! Perhaps 
this will better explain how Chuck Lucas could appear on 
the program of the Kingsway Christian Church in Indian- 
apolis to teach them how to grow in that false religion. Such 
actions speak loudly of fellowship and bidding God s@. 

Because of the false doctrines of the Crossroads chutch, 
seven specific charges were brought against them. When the 
leadership of that church refused to repent of their false 
doctrines and practices many other churches refused any 
longer to extend fellowship to this now apostate church. On 
November 11, 1975, a group of 14 men met a t  the 
Crossroads building for the purpose of working out a 
solution to the problem. We wanted to bring these men to 
repentance and restoration. The seven charges were read 
and discussed. Since the evidence was on tape that the 
charges were true, the Crossroads leadership had n o  recourse 
but to admit them. In the meeting they-Chuck Lucas, 
Rogers Bartley, Richard Whitehead-admitted sin, stated a 
desire to repent, and asked for forgiveness. Prayer was 
offered to God on their behalf, and it seemed that all was 
now settled. A statement was drawn up concerning the 
meeting. It was suggested by Parker Henderson, who 
chaired the meeting, and by Richard Rogers, that inorder to 
allow the Crossroads brethren to "save as much face as  
possible" the words repent and forgiveness not be incor- 
porated in the statement. Those piesent agreed. Some, 
including me, did so reluctantly. The statement was signed, 
and we all went home. In the very next edition of the 
Crossroads church bulletip in which Lucas reported the 
occasion of the meeting he stated,. "The answer to the 
specific charges should not be interpreted as a change in our 
beliefs but as a clarification of." This statement was a 
complete misrepresentation of the whole tenor of the 
meeting and its proceedings. Such a statement points out 
that it apparently does not bother the conscience of those 
connected with the movemtnt to totally misrepresent truth. 
It also points to the fact that since there was actually no 
repentance, then those men are still guilty of the sins 
specified in the seven charges. We must remember that with 
God there is no statute of limitation on sin. To the sins listed 
in the charges the leadership of Crossroadism has com- 
pounded many more. 

From 1976 until the present time the system has grown. It 
is the stated goal of the group to place a Crossroads-trained 
campus minister on every state college and university 
campus in this nation. At last count they had placed 
somewhere between 40 and 60 men on awh campuses. 
Sitting at the head at the controls in J i p z J o w  and "Rev." 
Moon style was Chuck Lucas. This set-up,cwtinued until 
August, 1985, when Lucas was removed because of 
unspecified sins. Through his leadership an6 the leadership 
of those trained by Crossroads this cult h a  split faithful 1 

churches all over the n a t i m  Proof of this statement can be I 
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drawn from all across the country where these divisions have 
taken place. In the July 27, 1980 issue of his bulletin Lucas 
even attempts to justify the division. He says, "When 
congregations become complacent, inflexible, satisfied, set 
in their ways, and bound by their traditions, 'new wine'can 
be most disturbing! In fact, it is virtually impossible to infuse 
new life into dying congregations without major conflict!" 
According to Lucas and all of the Crossroads-trained cadre, 
the "complacent, inflexible, satisfied, set in their ways, 
bound by their traditions, dyingWcongregations are churches 
which have been preaching the gospel for years-but are not 
doing it "Crossroads" style. Let no eldership or preacher be 
deceived, if one does not accept and practice Crossroads 
brand religion, which by the way is not New Testament 
Christianity, then, according to Lucas and his group, that 
eldership and preacher is described in the above quotation. 

"But," says someone, "I have been to the Crossroads 
church in their services and I have not seen anything wrong." 
It should be noted that the mind-control process, the 
pressure tactics, the guilt feelings, and other ungodly and 
unchristian practices are not generally found in the Sunday 
assembly. These are practiced in the "soul talks" and in the 
"prayer partner" arrangement. It should also be noted that 
these are done so subtly that the "target" of them is unaware 
that it is happening. It is in these areas where the"shunning", 
"challenging", and "pruning" are done. It is the "soul talk" 
where the guilt feelings are produced. It is also here where 
the warped concept of "total commitmentWis ingrained into 
the "target." It is in the "prayer partner" concept where 
tremendous control is exercised, and this by one having to 
bare his life and his intimate thoughts to another. One young 
man defended this system to me by claiming that his senior 
prayer partner had the right to know if he had had sexual 

Has The Crossroads 
The almost incredible naivety with which at least some of 

our brethren and churches tend to view the Crossroads 
Movement is hard for many of us to understand. How is it 
even possible for supposed-to-be intelligent Christians to be 
that dumb! 

One evidence of this lack of discernment is the continuing 
effort on the part of the Christian Chronicle to pass off the 
doctrinal error of Boston, Massachussetts, as nothing more 
than a question of judgment and methods. Such could not 
be farther from the truth. 

The following letter to the editor of the Christian 
Chronicle makes it clear that the Crossroads movement still 
has the same cult-like traits that it always has had. Note their 
tactics well and remember that they and those they influence 
are planting churches like themselves in many parts of the 
world (including places where the true church of our Lord 
already exists) in 1987. 
Deer Editor: 

I read your editorial in the April 1986 edition of the Chronicle 
and I couldn't believe you refer t o  the churches of the 
"Boston/Crossroads movement" as our brethren. Obviously you 
must not be too famlliar with what they are doing. Let me tell you 
my story. I was a victim of the"Boston/Crossroads movement,"so 
I know what I'm talking about. 

When I first entered the "movement," I was just out of college. 1 
had rededicated my llfe to Chrlst and was anxious to find the right 
church. I came into (a particular congregation) because my cousin 

relations. with his own wife. His argument was that his 
prayer partner was only trying to help him have a whole- 
some sexual relationship with his wife, rather than it being 
one of lust. Are we ready for this? It is in the prayer-partner 
concept where the life of the new convert is programed. A 
failure on the part of the junior prayer partner to follow the 
instructions of the senior partner will or can result in the 
"shunning" process. Parents, do you want your young 
people to be subjected to this kind of ungodly system? If not, 
then you had better sit up and take notice of where they are 
going to school, with whom they are associating, and where 
they are going to religious services. 

It has not been the purpose of this article to go into 
detailed account of every false practice and every false 
doctrine of the Crossroads cult. There is abundance of 
material available on these matters to those interested in 
investigating for themselves. It has been my purpose to give 
some background of the movement, and to point out some 
of the dangers. 

In closing I would like to be very personal in giving 
warning to other parents. I know the pain and anguish of 
following the casket of my first-born* to the cemetery. I know 
the emptiness and loneliness of the bedroom where she slept. 
However, knowing what I know about the Crossroads 
movement, I would rather escort the bodies of my three 
remaining children who are faithful Christians to the 
cemetery than to see them be brought under the ungodly 
influence of Crossroadism. Now, I have hope for them. 
Under that system I could entertain absolutely no hope. This 
is how serious I believe the problem to be. 

-Christian Light 
September-October1 1981 

Updated from Issue of September-Octoberll981 
'One more chlld - a son - has slncc d ~ e d  

u m m m m m m m m  

Movement Changed? 
was the "female minister* to this congregation-she did not 
preach; her function was to  minister to  the special needs of the 
women of the congregation. 

I was impressed by the closeness of the members (the youth) of 
this group ;nd the family-like atmosphere. This is wjlat appeals to 
lonely people looking for a special home. Unfortunately, I failed to 
notice other things as I entered into the deception. 

I came forward to be baptized and then proceeded to be heavily 
interrogated as to my past sexual activity, prior to being pronounced 
as suitable to be baptized. (Somehow, I thought simply repenting 
and confessing Jesus as Lord was all that was required for 
baptism.) 

I suspected there was somethinp: strange about this group when I 
suffered this interrogation. But I was so wrapped up inmy desire to 
serve the Lord that I dismissed these warnine sianals. - - 

As soon as I was baptized, I was assigned a "partner." This 
woman came to see me every day, and I was required to tell this 
woman what my sins had been each day. She would in turn discuss 
my sins with "higher-ups" in the congregation, and they would 
basically endeavor to run my entire life, my every waking moment. 
Still my joy was in the Lord, so I dismissed all these warnings. 

It was compulsory to attend nightly meetings. However, I had a 
job that required me to work in the evenings, so1 was excused-but 
was watched very carefully. 

My roommate was not so fortunate. Most of the members of this 
congregation were university students, and she was. She attended 
so many meetings of the "movement" that she flunked out of 
school. No concern was expressed by the members when she failed 
her exams, nor when her mother died. I began to feel at this point 
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that something was wrong here. These people at first seemed so At this point I decided this group was some sort of cult and 
compassionate and caring. But I soon realized i t  was all a false decided to move my membership to another congregation. 
front. Ordinarily members of the church of Christ do not object if you 
I learned the truth about these people from witnessing the 

following: A woman came into the church hungering for the Lord. 
Naturally, she was attracted by the smiling faces and the family- 
like atmosphere. She was assigned her partner and began to 
undergo her indoctrination. I n  a few weeks the woman felt strongly 
that she wanted to be baptized. How did the woman minister 
respond? She said: "No, you're not ready." (I felt i t  was wrong to 
hinder a person who desired to be baptized and come to the Lord.) 

SO the woman who desired to be baptized went instead to the 
actual minister of a church who did not happen to be a part of the 
"Crossroads movement." The minister talked with her and was 
happy to baptize her. What was the reaction of the "movement" 
members to this? They were furious! How dare her go and be 
baptized by someone else! The"movement"members shunned her. 
They heavily criticized her and basically excluded her from the 
"movement" members' circle of friends. So the poor girl left the 
church totally in  confusion and heartbreak. 

transfer membership to another church. However, members of the 
"movement" came by my house and told me I was going to hell. 
I moved my membership anyway to another church of Christ i n  

the area and found warm, loving, caring Christians and experienced 
one of the most wonderful times of my life growing in  Christ... 

The "movement"attracts lonely people looking for God because 
i t  presents a warm, loving atmosphere that is basically a front. 
Actually, i t  is much like a cult... 

They don't trust anybody who is not part of the "movement," 
and they teach new members that those not in  the6'movement"are 
lost, even if they are members of the same church. They seem to 
incorporate a brainwashing technique, and when people wake up 
to what's happening, they leave very confused and disheartened. 

Maybe they do baptize a lot, but do you know what happens to 
these people? I think you would find that many eventually leave 
disillusioned. Some leave Christ entirely. 

Finally, just before I left the "movement,"my cousin came to me 
to find out why I was leaving. (It made her look bad.) Here is what 
she said to me: "If i t  bothers you to have people telling you what to 
do, don't worry. When you've been i n  the movement longer, then 
you can tell others what to do." 

Apparently it's run like a pyramid scam. As you're i n  the 
organization over time, you get moved into positions of greater 
authority and control... 

When you look at m event to determine if i t  is of the Lord, you 
should look at the fruits and at the spirit behind the movement. The 
fruits of the "movement" are twofold: (1) zombie-like fanatical 
converts who consider anyone who is not in  their movement to be 
lost, and (2) disillusioned individuals who leave the church and 
possibly Christ altogether. (Who keeps records of that?) 

What is thespirit behind this? The leaders of the"movementnare 
very charismatic, and much of the success is based on their 
personalities. They bask i n  the adoration of their converts. They 
separate their converts from the other members of the church and 
accuse their brethren in the church of being lost... 
(Signed) Selma Lynch, Arlington, Virginia 

(NOTE: Such atorlra a8 thla keep aurfachy from thorr formrrly 
drcrlvrd lnto the "Croaaroada Movrmrnt' but who later #OW 
through It8 drcrptlon, brcamr dlalllualonrd with It and got out of It 
rntlnly. 

Onr ruch prnon la the daughtrr of brother and alatrr Dub 
McCllah, mlnlatrr of the Pearl Street church of Chrlat, In Drnton, 
Trxaa. Her name I8 Bmnwrn MCCllrh Olbrbn. Many wlll rrcall her 
atory, whlch f lnt apprarrd In our Contrndlng for the Frlth rdltlon 
for January/lW6. It atruck auch a rraponalvr chord, brothrrhood- 
wldr, that wr had to prlnt addltlonal thouaanda of that laaur to meet 
the Immedlate demand. .... .~ - . - - 

Many of our rradrra exprraard thrlr frrllng that alatrr Bronwen'a 
atory needed to be put lnto permanrrlt tract form In order to aaturatr 
It amonp the churchra of Chrlat brotherhood-wlde-worIdwlde. Thla 
now hai bem done; and we have arcured our f lnt ahlpment of 
Bronwen'a tract, whlch ahr ha8 mtltled, "CROSSROADS FROM 
W E  INSIDE." (8.. Irfl.) 

Becauao of the Immedlate threat that Croaaroadlam now la poalng 
throughout tho world not only from Galneavlllr, Florlda, but vla 
Borton, Central London, and other aatellltra, It la urgent that thla 
tract be ordered by the ten8 of thouaanda and be Iltrrally rowed 
down among the churchea of Chrlat-not Juat natlon-wlde but 
world-wldel For thore orderlng thla extrmrdlnaty tract for dlatrlbutlon 
where you Ilve, we can aupply It to you at the followln rater: Dozer, 
$3.50 (plus $80 postage and prkaglnp); ~undr*R, $25.00 (plua 
$1.80 portage and packaglng); 1,0008, $240.00 (plua $0.00 portage 
and packaglng). Payment ahould accompany all ordera. Plrare 
addrear them to CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH, 2056 Allahore, 
Memphla, Tennearee 38118. IYRJr.) 

(Contendlng for the Falth Bound Volume XVll Is Now at the Blndery! If You Have Not Started 

I our Set Already, This Is a Good Tlme to Do So. For Whole Set, Including Postage, Send 
104.00 Wlth Your Order to 2956 Allshore, Memphis, TN 38118. Volume XVIII By Itself Is $7.95 

(Plus $1 Postage & Packaglng). Standlng Orders for Building Sets Stlll Get 20°/0 Dlscount.) 
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A Look At The 

Graham Caln 

(EDITORIAL NOTE: Elsewhere in this issue of Contending for theFaith we are advertising brother 
Wayne Coats'new book, entitled, A Critique of How Christianity Grows in the City. In publishing the 

following article by brother Graham Cain, our faithful brother from Hurst, Texas, this in no way 
should detract from your ordering the far-more-detailed treatment by brother Coats. Rather, we look 
upon this article and that book as companion pieces in the same general study. Inasmuch as this new 
"house church" heresy is just one more error in the long chain of errors being perpetrated by the 
"Crossroads Movement'; now being featured by the Boston church inparticular, it seemsgood that we 
have the following excellent article, too, in this yet another "Crossroads"issue to help bring usall up to 
date.-Ira Y. Rice, Jr., Editor) 

The details of a proposal and effort to restructure the New 
Testament pattern for the organization and operation of the 
local church is given in a book called HOW CHRISTIANITY 
GROWS IN THE CITY. The author is brother Alvin 
Jennings. This is "An Expanded Edition" of a previous book 
called The 3 R3 of Urban Church Growth. 

According to the author's "Foreword to the Second 
Edition", clarification is given for several "expressions that 
may have beenambiguous or that may be easily misconstrued 
by anyone seeking for faults." The new addition was mailed 
out to many (unsolicited) with a request that the book either 
be returned or payment for it submitted. 

IS BIG BETTER? 
The book, though erroneous in total, does raise some 

questions of grave importance. It addresses some problems 
that developed over the past 30 years during which BIG has 
been confused with BETTER. There has been much effort 
with tremendous financial expense sweeping over the whole 
brotherhood during this time directed to the goal of 
becoming BIG! It began with the merging of two or more 
congregation into one larger church. This ingenious idea of 
strictly human origin was projected by a few effusive, 
promotional-type preachers as the panacea that would 
allow the church to "take the world" for Christ. History, 
however, shows that with the advent of this mania for 
bigness came the beginning of the cessation of growth and 
the gradual emergence of the social, recreational and 
entertainment schemes designed to draw a crowd. 

Back during the 1950's when the Lord's church was 
growing at a rate far in excess of any other religious body, 
the church was solving the problem of a church building 
becoming too small by part of the members going out and 
starting another congregation. Brother Jennings propounds 
this question on page 43 of his book: "What is the 
significance of the figures that show Churches of Christ have 
dropped in 13 years from number one in church growth to 
number 13 now'? On the following page he shows that 
"growth data" for the Lord's church in the 1940's was 47%' 
jumping to 171% in the 1950's. These were the years when 
the church was preaching a message that was distinctively 
different from that of any other religious doctrine anywhere 
in the whole world. These also were the years when new 
congregations were being started everywhere. Yes, these 
were the years when the church was also ridiculed and 
despised by denominationalism! The growth data figures 
quoted in his book drop drastically from the 171% of the 1 1950's to 17% in the 1960's and then to 7% in the 1970's. 

I believe that brother Jennings is right "on course" when 
he asks, "What is this saying to us?" It is so sad then to see 
how badly he strays, with the unscriptural proposals he calls 
for. It is really too bad that Alvin did not try to direct 
attention back to the era of only 30-35 years ago when we 
could see, not only a grand and solid growth (171%), but 
also examine and study the conditions and methods which 
produced it. He attempts instead to suppose a number of 
facts not in evidence and then try to restructure the church to 
fit a pattern he fabricates from spdculative assumptions. 

The lack of growth is indeed lamentable. It is mentioned 
as a matter of concern often in issues of our publications. 
Various suggestions are put forth. Solutions are suggested. 
Reasons are considered. I have seen just about everything 
that could be imagined put forth as possible solutions, 
except the common sense possibility of looking back to the 
message, the methods and the motives that worked so wella 
short time ago. Whatever the proper answer may be or 
whether it can be found in the near future, there is one thing 
absolutely certain; it is not contained.in the book, How 
Christianity Grows in the City. 

A NEW MARRIAGE: CROSSROADSISM AND 
THE HOUSE CHURCH THEORY 

The blending of the "house church" concept with the 
heretical dogmatism of Crossroadsism is put forth by 
brother Jennings as being a viable solbtion. He devotes one 
chapter of the book, consisting of twelve pages (the longest 
chapter) to eulogizing the Crossroads church in the city of 
Boston. According to the statistics so enthusiastically given, 
the growth in numbers amounts to more than2,lOO people in 
six years and the weekly contribution has increased from 
$250.00 to $25,000.00. As one reads of this amazing 
phenomenon it appears to be (according to this report) as a 
result of three things: 1) the "enthusiastic leadership" of Kip 
McKean; 2) the philosophy that he brought with him from 
Crossroads; and 3) Alvin Jennings' theory of the house 
church. The mixing of these three elements together 
obviously does spawn a form of spontaneous combustion, 
the fruit of which is very dangerous to the cause of New 
Testament truth. These three constituent parts need to be 
inspected separately. 

I. The Enthusiastic Leadership. The emergence of men of 
great charisma and power, having complex character traits 
which enable them to exert strong influence and control 
over the minds of certain people is a continuing experience 
of society. This has been observed in both Bible and contem- 
porary times. There has been a continuing parade of 
religious zealots who have been successful in gaining a 
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following based 'upon their own personal magnetism and 
cajolery all the way from Satan through Jereboam, Judas of 
Galilee and right on down to the nefarious ilk of the sb- 
called Reverend Moon, Jim Jones, Oral Roberts and many, 
many others. These charlatans, promoters and pushers of 
psuedo systems of religion come and go. Although Kip 
McKean is just a small fish in this pool of prime movers, he 
nevertheless does seem to have a power that is seen in so 
many of the preachers in the large liberal congregations 
today. 

11. The Crossroads Heresy. This cultish philosophy has 
been plainly explained and exposed over and over again. 
There are still those who, as the Jews of old, refuse to see or 
hear. As a result, this painful plague creeps into a church or a 
community unexpectedly and causes the Lord's church loss 
and embarrassment. The latest case I have heard of is in the 
city of Denver, Colorado. This article, however, is not 
directed to this error, per  se. 

111. The Book by Alvin Jennings. The errors and dangers 
of this theory of church growth through the "house church" 
methods have not received the attention and exposure that is 
needed. This theory strikes at the very roots and foundation 
of church government and authority as delineated in the 
New Testament and accepted by Bible scholars of the 
restoration movement of the previous century. Brother 
Jennings explains the basic goals he is striving for on page 
71. After giving what he conceives to be a definition of "a 
city3'and "a church" he then says, "To sum it up, the church, 
the treasury and elders will be one in the urban area. Elders 
will allow and encourage assemblies anywhere and every- 
where that men may gather in the name of Jesus. Congre- 
gational growth consciousness will give way to the overall 
growth of the urban church with all its congregations 
regardless of their place of assembly. An occasional public 
meeting of all the saints in the city in the largest hall 
available will afford opportunity for fellowship, encour- 
agement, evangelization and edification." 

His whole theory is built upon the premise that during the 
first century there was only one church in such large cities as 
Jerusalem. Rome and Corinth, thus just one eldership and 
one treasury for each of these large areas. The foundation of 
his total argumentation, however, is nothing more than a 
series of pure assumptions. 

LET US EXAMINE HIS ASSUMPTIONS 
Please notice some of the things, which can not be proved, 

but which, after assuming them to be true, are then woven 
into the fabric of this theory just as though chapter and verse 
could be supplied if requested. Let us examine them. 

A. Alvin assumes that Peter was an elder in Jerusalem. 
On page 93 he states that, "Peter, an elder (I Peter 
5: 1-2) in Jerusalem exhorted elders everywhere to 
'tend the flock of God which is among you'." Why is it 
necessary for Peter to be one of the elders in Jerusalem? 
Because Peter clearly shows in I Peter 5:l-2 that the 
pattern of church government calls for "elders"(plura1) 
to be over "the flock"(singu1ar). If Alvin can get Peter 
established as being one of the elders in Jerusalem then 
the plurality of assemblies (churches) would be shown 
to be included in the term "flock." There is, however, 
much evidence to indicate that Jerusalem was not the 
location where Peter served as an elder. There is 
absolutely no way to prove that it was! 

B. Brother Jennings assumes that Acts 14:23 and Titus 
1 :5 are synonymous. In his first book (3 R's of Urban 
Church Growth) he said on page 43, "a point often 

overlooked is that the appointment of a plurality of 
elders in every city seems to be equivalent to the 
appointment of elders in every church." Since I have 
pressed him on this in previous discussions, both oral 
and written, he has made a slight change in this 
wording. On page 57 of the new book, he has 
eliminated the word "equiva1ent"and says instead that 
it "seems to have been the same action." I fail to see any 
appreciable difference, but unless it can be established 
(beyond his assumption) that appointing elders "in 
every city" (Titus 1:5) is the "same action" as 
appointing elders "in every church9'(Acts 14:23), then 
his total case is in serious jeopardy. 

C. He assumes that there was only one church in 
Jerusalem, Rome, Corinth, and the like. This is his 
biggest and most crucial assumption. On page 54 he 
asks, "Does the relationship between independent 
congregations in our cities today coincide with 
descriptions of the Jerusalem church?" Then he 
continues, "The most striking truth that seems to 
emerge is that so far as the New Testament record 
reveals, there was never a plurality of independent 
congregations within the same city." Again, on page 
70, "In every instance where the church (ekklesia) is 
referred t o  in connection with a city, it is in the 
singular. The plural form without exception, when 
referring to location, speaks of a country, province or 
a plurality of cities". At the end of this sentence the 
reader is referred to an amazing footnote in which the 
author says, "The 'church' (singular) in the universal 
sense is often referred to without reference to location 
(see Matt. 16: 18, Col. 1:18). The 'church throughout 
all Judea and Galilee and Samaria' (Acts 9:31) has 
reference to that portion of the universal church in 
regions named." (Emphasis added-GC). The very 
obvious question (which Alvin apparently did not see) 
is, why would this not also be true if the "regions 
named" were Jerusalem, Rome or Corinth? In 
Galatians 1:22 and I Thessalonians 2: 14, Paul speaks 
of the "churches" in 3udea showing plainly that "that 
portion of the universal church" in the region called 
"Judea" had apluralit) of churches, while Luke speaks 
of "the church" (singular) throughout Judea, Galilee 
and Samaria in Acts 9:3 1. McGarvey says the term 
church "is here applied so as to include all the disciples 
in these three districts ... It is a secondary use of the 
word, the whole body' being contemplated as if 
congregated together."(Commentary on Acts, p. 192). 
This is the same language we use today in speaking of 
the church in Italy or the church in Dallas or Nashville. 
We also speak of the churches (plural) in these 
locations. Moreover, we have Scripture for so speaking 
as seen above. 

I 

D. Notice again the implication of the positive assertion 
he makes as he assumes that, "In every instance where 
the church(ekk1esia) is referred to in connection with a 
city it is in the singular." Let us see if he will stick with 
this. If his dogmatic assertion be true, then no 
speculation is needed concerning the church in Rome. If 
indeed there was only one church, with one board of 
elders and one treasury in the city of Rome, we have its 
exact location pinpointed in the 16th chapter of that 
epistle. Verses 3 through 5 reveals this to be in the 
"house" of a couple named "Priscilla and Aquilla". 
Verse 5 says "the church that is in their house". 
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Of course, Alvin will not accept this and the only 
way he can get around it is to question the meaning of 
the word "church" as used in this verse. In his answer 
to a previous reference I had made to this verse in a 
critique of his first book, his written reply (in part) was 
that, "It is true that 'church' is the rendering in the 
common versions. However, other renderings in other 
accepted versions include 'congregation', 'group', 
'community', 'those who meet', etc." He then goes on 
to insist that certain "exegetical"ru1es must be used to  
come to the literal sense of words. To  all of this I 
simply reply that he may select any word or any 

translation he prefers. When his choice has finally 
been made, it will be the exact same word that was 
supplied by the Holy Spirit and used in Acts 14:23. 
Whether you prefer church, assembly, congregation or 
community, this inspired verse authorizes the appoint- 
ment of elders in "every" one! It does not demand it, 
but it certainly does authorize it. Therefore, if there 
was only one church in Rome this must have been it. 
There is no mention specifically made of another. 

JENNINGS' THEORIES INSIDIOUS 
The far-reaching effects of such theories as this and the 

philosophy of Crossroadsism is very real because of their 
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10208 Sharp 

P.O. Box 4069 

1915) 755-4902 El Paso, Texas 79914 

COME HEAR THESE OUTSTANDING MEN 
on the theme: 

"ISSUES AND ANSWERS" 

Oran Rhodes Dave Colllsr Dare Dugan Goebel Murlc 

Cur118 Camp Jerry Moll~tt Bubba P*n~laps Michael Wyatt 

Darld P. Brown Bobby Cullum Paul D. W~Iklnson Ira Rice. Jr. 

Don TarWl Toney L Smtlh Sleve Glbron 

Steve Orduno Tommy J H~chs James Newton Ray Harr~s 

CONTENDINQ FOR THE FAITH-JmurryllO87 11 



unscriptural nature. The danger and disease is to a great 
extent concealed through being presented in a charade of 
spiritual enticement by those who are very zealous and in 
many cases very sincere. It appears that brother Jennings 
has dwelt so long on this matter that he has come to the point 
of assuming that churches as existing today are, in general, 
not even the church of the New Testament. 

On page 8 1 of his new book, he has quite a bit to say under 
the heading of "The Angel of the Church." Look at some of 
these excerpts: "When we view the church in each city as 
above outlined. the need for an 'angel' of the church 
becomes evident. The Greek term 'angeios9 simply means a 
messenger. .. Their assignment was to see that every member 
of the Christian community in each of their respective cities 
received the spiritual messages from the Lord ... One letter 
was addressed to 'all the saints' in the city of Rome, though 
they regularly worshiped in at least half a dozen houses or 
groups (Rom. 16). Have you ever wondered who would have 
received such a letter accepting the responsibility to see to it 
that all in the church could read it?" 

This is an added portion not in the first book. It gives 
clarification to a very strange ad which appeared in the June 
5,1985 issue of "Shopper's Guide", a little magazine of local 
want ads, and such published weekly in a northeast section 
of greater Fort Worth. The ad was as follows: 

A NEW BIBLE-PATTERNED CHURCH 
Will meet June 2, 2 p.m., Roadway Inn, near Six Flags. 
Meets in homes and halls like early churches. Welcome to 
flrst Century Christianity. Led by 5 evangelists, 481-7809, 
339-0810. Contact Alvin Jennings, Angel of the Church, in 
DFW. 632 Hillview, Hurst 76054 

The above would seem to indicate that Alvin has assumed 
that "every member of the Christian community in each of 
their respective cities", which in this case is the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area (DFW), needs an  "angel" to accept the "assign- 
ment" of being sure each one receives "the spiritual messages 
of the Lord". We do not know if brother Jennings volun- 
teered or was drafted for the job. Nor do we have any details 
of his appointment to the job. The ad clearly shows, 
however, that he has it. On page 173, a unique job 
description and character requirement for "the angel of the 
churchWis given wherein it is suggested that this may be what 
God has reserved for the one who willaccept it, "as the most 
significant work in the Kingdom in Modern times." 

Does not his ad clearly show that those who ran it are 
implying that 1) the existing (old) churches are not "Bible- 
patterned", 2) do not meet "like early churches", and 3) are 
not a part of "first Century Christianity'? The insinuation is 
most emphatic that this group, "led by 5 evangelists" is the 
church in DFW. If this be true, all of the churches in both 
Dallas and Fort Worth who now present themselves as 
being churches of Christ are only sectarian bodies. Brother 
Jennings has been entreated over and over by many who 

k 
Paul said calls for a marking and an avoidance by all faithful 
brethren. k 

Let us continue to pray for all false teachers among us k 
who may be sincere in their actions. Some may yet be 
brought to repentance. Undoubtedly, some have progressed 
so far in their mistreatment of truth that God has already 
sent them the "strong delusion" of I1 Thessalonians 2: 1 1. In 
any event, all false teachers must be marked and avoided. 4 .  

-2244 Mountain View Drive b 
Hurst, Texas 76054 f 

love himand are sincerely concerned to cease these struggles. WHEN IT WAS ANNOUNCED that ~ l , , i ~  
So far he has refused to do  so and now seems to be infused 
with new determination since his affiliation with Cross- Jennings' unfortunate book How Christianity 
roadsism. I t  is not possible for him to be unaware of the G r ~ w s I n  thecity had beensent toevery church of 
division and discord such activity causes in the body, the Christ in the United States, it was evident that 
church of our Lord. something more than ordinarv must be done in - 

The inspired words of Romans 16:17, "NOW I beseech order to offset its impact against the cause of 
yu,brethren,markthemwhichcausedivisionsandoffences seeing that it was being widely used and contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid 
them" are clarion clear. Even though it be a brother whom heavily endorsed by the "Crossroads Movement", 
we love and concede that he may be sincere, we have no there almost had to be something doctrinally 

1 choice. Brother Jennings is patently guilty of the sins which wrong with it. Indeed there was! As a result, 
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happen. We are thankful (my husband and I) 

Notes & Ouotes ... 
It ie remarkable the many writing in for 

special Issues of Contending for the Faith to 
combat this or that false doctrine-cross- 
roadlsm in particular. For instance, Joe M. 
Omden, of Little Rock, Arkansas, ordered 12 
coples of our July/1986 issue; Mn. W. H. 

/ Free. Of Lancaster, Texas. ordered three sets 

i of all our back issues on "Crossroads"; Mr. 6 
Mrs. Dan Medley, of Truth or Consequences, 
New Mexico, ordered four copies of our 
January/lO86 issue on the Crossroads move- 
ment, saying, "Our church here ordered 40 
copies in January. They were all handed out. 1 Wegaveour copy to someone. We would like 
several more copies for some we feel who 
need to know about this problem in our 

brotherhood. We cannot believe theapathy of 
our Christian brotherhood over thissituation. 
I t  seemsall churches should have been sent a 
newsletter (from someone) warning them 
that this could happen to them. Instead, a lot 
of churches are torn apart and they do not 
know what happened-still don't. We agree 
some are not concerned enough to take any 
kind of action if they do know, or they refuse 
toadmit such is happening. Until your January 
issue, we did not know how widespread 
Crossroads has become and of some of our 
famous' preachers who are involved. Also 
not aware this has been going on for as long 
as it has. It is sad that evil in all forms is so 
strong while the good sit back and let it 

for you who are fighting Crossroads and for 
Contending for the Faith! Our prayers are for 
you. May God continue to bless,-strengthen 
and give ~ ? u  courage and determination to 
carrv on... 

(NOTE: In  replylng to the Medleys, from 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysla, I sald, In part, "Llke 
you, I can hardly belleve the apathy wlth 
whlch many (maybe most) of our brethren 
vlew what Is happenlng to 'us' as a brother- 
hood. Warnings, re: 'Crossroads', have been 
sent to every church In the U.S., repeatedly, 
over a perlod of several years-yet It was not 
untll our January/l986 Issue that you your- 
selves became Informed how truly wldesprerd 
thls lnsldlous evll has become over the past 
19 years. Evidently, preachers and eldem 
along the llne had been bottllng up the 
lnformatlon Just as fast as we were sendlng It 
out. I t  such Is the case, all such should be 
called to account. If they get by wlth such 
Irresponslble actlon In thlr llfe at bast God 

brother Wayne Coats, seasoned gospel preacher Crossroads 'Team' 1s Banned 
of Mt. Juliet, Tennessee, has writtenA Critiqueof 
HOW Christianity Grows I n  The City, which is By Government of Malaysia 
simply devastating t o  the  wrorg positions 
Jennings' book takes. 

In his Foreword to brother Coats' new book, 
Robert R. Taylor, Jr., of Ripley, Tennessee, 
commented as follows: 

"Upon his reception of Jennings'book, How Christianity 
Grows in the City, brother Coats promptly sensed the 
potential harm to the cause of our blessed Lord. He has done 
an in-depth study of the thesis of the Jennings volume. His 
response is A Critique t# How Christianity Grows in the 
City. The Coats critique is done with thoroughness of 
scholarship. It is a devastating refutation of Jennings'entire 
work. He takes the Jennings book apart seam by seam, page 
by page, argument by argument. He shows with scorching 
logic and deep scriptural insight how this whole movement 
isan open and avowed apostasy from that simple and superb 
organization as characterized New Testament congrega- 
tions, when an eldership oversaw one congregation and only 
one. To this concept, those of us loyal to the Scriptures are 
still wedded, and we do not intend to yield a single inch of 
contested ground. Jennings and those allied with him are 
walking the sure pathway of peril in organizational deviation 

There is more than one way to skin a cat-or so my 
mother used to say! And although such an action 
barely crossed my mind, at least one Chinese brother in 
Malaysia, brother Yeow Chin Keong, did more than 
just think about it. When he learned that Daniel Eng 
was planning to lead approximately 30 Crossroaders 
into Malaysia from Central London, he approached 
the Government of Malaysia, warning that these were 
just a bunch of religious trouble-makers and succeeded 
in having them banned from entering Malaysia-that 
is, all, except those who were actually Malaysian 
citizens. 

Brother Kwan Tai Choom, of Singapore, telephoned 
to me December 10th to pass along this wonderful 
information. He said that, as near as he could tell, this 
reduced Central London's 30-man Malaysian "team" 
down to just two people2Daniel Eng and an Indian 
man both of whom were Malaysian citizens! It did not 
stop them entirely, but at  least it got things down to 
more manageable proportions! It was brother Kwan's 
understanding that those not allowed into Malaysia 
were going on to Melbourne, Australii, to join forces 
with what they already have going there. - The Editor 

that began in the second century with one bishop elevated 
over his fellow elders who ultimately contolled a diocese, to 
the full infamous bloom of the pap&y with Boniface 111 in 
the early seventh century. 

"I have read much of this material in manuscript form and 
am happy to recommend it highly to all who are ready to 
peruse it with profit. It is a well written work." 

Inasmuch as 1987 appears to be the year that Cross- 
roaders-whether from Gainesville, Boston, London, 
or wherever-are "targeting" our brethren not just 
nationwide but worldwide, now would seem to be the 
time to order YOUR COPY of brother Wayne Coats' 
"Critique" and ARM YOURSELF FOR THE 
BATTLE clearly forming just ahead. 

Please enclose $6.00 (plus $1.00 for postage and 
packaging) and send your order to- I CONTENDING W R  THE FAITH 

"CROSSROADS PACKETS" NOW AVAILABLE 
One of the stupldest remarks we keep hearlng around the 

brotherhood Is from elden who say, "We're not troubled wlth 
Crossroadlsm here, so we won't dlscuss It." Crossroads-tralned 
workers are Just looklng tor such nalve eldenhlps so they can 
Inflltrate and take over thelr congregations. 

A well-Informed membershlp Is practlcally the only defense we 
have agalnst such subvenlon. But you have to Inform Ulem 
beforehand, not after they already have been led away. It's a lot like 
Insurance; If you walt unto you need It, It I8 too late to get It1 

In order to h e l ~  brethren and churches Inform local memben of r -  - 
whattolooklor tocombat thls AIDS-llkedoctrlnal virus, ~ontendlng 
forthe Falth now has prepared what we call our "Crossroads Packet" 
whereln we have assembled all of the speclal lsrues on Crouroadlsm 
that we have publlshed so far-the ones stlll In prlnt, that Is-whlch 
you may order for $9.95 per packet (postage Included). 

So that you can circulate the lnformatlon qulckly among your 
memben, please order as many packets as you need, lncludlng 
payment wlth order, addressing same toCONTENDlNG FOR THE 
FAITH, Post Offlce Box 26247, Blrmlnghsm, Alebams 55226. 

I 2056AUshore. Memphis. Tennessee 38118 
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wlll not hold them guiltless on Judgment - 
Day ... Please Introduce Contending for the 
Faith to as many falthful Chrlstlans as possl- 
ble, slgnlng up all you can as new reade m..." 
IYRJr.1 

o n 6  brother who appreciates Contending 
for the Faith is H. Joe Spangler, of Truman. 
Arkansas. In renewing his own subscription, 
he sent in a list of 13 others, saying, "Keep 
preaching the wordkontending for the faith. 
We love you and pray for you and your work 
with the paper and the Far East ..." 

Jackle L. Mathls, of Hendersonville, Ten- 
nessee, wrote: "I really enjoy the Contending 
for the Faith publication. I appreciate your 
taking a stand on subjects affecting the 
brotherhood. It seems members of the Lord's 
church are getting too lazy to carry their 
Bibles to worship and make sure the truth is 
being taught. If they don't study the Bible, 
how can they know if error is being taught? 
Thank you very much for trying to teach the 
truth." 

CHURCH was baptized. We then managed to - that funds were neededfo keep the tracts in 
get the property, and at the time of his letter print and for me to add some new ones before 
the congregation numbered about 100 1 pass on, which cannot bevery long and may 
members. be soon, many would like to have fellowship 

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD? with us in this work. The official name of the 
Now let me get to a most vital consideration. corporation isA. G. HOBBS PUBLICATIONS, 

Many haveasked me, "Brother Hobbs, what is INC. Donations, large or small, could be sent 
to become of your tracts when you pass on?" to my address-P. 0. Box 14218, Fort Worth, 
I have formed a corporation of five brethren Texas 76117. 1 also covet the prayers of 
that is self-perpetuating. When one dies or faithful brethren everywhere. 
resigns, the remaining four are to select a Several of my tracts have been translated 
sound brotherof "likepreciousfaith"tofill his and printed in Korean [but as far as I know, 
place. I am serving as Chairman of the Board. they are not being kept in print in Korean]. 
Theothersarefaithful businessmen [oneisa I would liketoseeall my tracts [with maybe 
retired doctor]. a few exceptions] printed in Spanish. World 

Keep~ng all tractsin print isa major project. events have brought thousands of Spanish 
In addition. I would like to write a new tract speaking people to America. We have not 
each month ... l have a 'terminal diseas-. I taken the gospel to  them, and God has 
believe that if the brotherhood in general was providentially brought them to us.The USA is 
informed of the circumstances, and the fact now the fourth largest with those speaking 

HISTORY OF HOBBS TRACT SERIES 
A. G. Hobbs 

Here is the unfolding history of my series of 
tracts. The beginning and success of my 
tracts may be both providential and acci- 
dental. I like to think that it was more 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
providential. 

While Dreachina for the church in Mona- 
?Gzxkelnd, xlaribzx 33803 

hans,   ex as, I wiote and printed only two 
tracts. When I began preaching forthechurch 
in Borger, Texas, in a business meeting I 

81 3-683-4043 
discussed with the elders the plan of printing 
and circulating tracts; or for me to continue TWELFTH ANNUAL LECTURESHIP 
putting out a four-page paper as I had been 
doing in Monahans. 

It was decided a plan for the tracts would be 
more profitable-more attractive, better re- 
ceived, and in the long run do more good. It 
was decided that I was to write a tract each 
month, and that we would distribute 1,000 
from house to house. However, 1,000 would 
not cover the town. So wedistributed 1,000in 
the north part of town, and the next month we 
distributed 1,000 in thesouth part of town. We 
had aful l  houseon Sundays, and baptismsall 
along-not quite every Sunday. 

In a business meeting, the elders observed 
that we had no "summerslump" aswas usual. 
They said that circulating the tracts was the 
main cause of the steady interest and growth. 
"Let us increase the number to 1,500 each 
month," they said; so the increasewas begun. 

The members began to insert a tract as they 
wrote to their relatives and friends in various 
states. So requests for the tracts began to 
come in. It was like dropping a pebble into a 
pond. As the circle of the tracts increased, so 
did the demand. So the interest and demand 
just "snowballed" and has not ceased ... Many 
attribute their conversion to the tracts. 

After leaving Borger, I have been writing 
tracts all along but never on a regular basis. 
The number now that I have is 50. However, if 
I had the funds, I could bring a new tract out 
every month. I have been asked how many I 
had printed in all. I do not know. But the last 
time I tried to figure up the number it was 
some 20 millions-several years ago. The 
number would be much larger now. 

I have 12 tracts in Spanish. About 25 have 
been put into braille for the blind. In Indiana- 
polis, Indiana, a member of the church who 
was working with the blind put three of my 
tracts into braille. She had these bound and 
placed in the lending library in the State 
Library of Indiana. 

In addition to the 12 that I have in Spanish, 
brother Juan Monroy translated eight tracts 
into Spanish and had them bound into a 
book. 

Let me tell you a most thrilling story: One of 
the preachers in South America wrote to me 
telling that a denominational church got a 
copy of this book, eight of my tracts translated 
intoSpanish. They studied it and THE ENTIRE 

January 19922,1987 

THEME: 
WALKING 

Monday, January 19 
9:00 "Men Who Walked By Faith" 

Cllfford Newell, Jr. 
9:45 "Preachers Must Walk By 

Faith" 
V. P. Black 

10:45 "Who Causes The Division?" 
Danlel Denham 

1130 Lunch 
130  "Missionaries Must Walk By 

Faith" 
Jack Strachan 

230 "We Must Contend For The 
Faith" 
W. E. Wardlaw 

330 Forum: "Shall We Divide 
Again?" 
Flavll Nlchols 

7:00 Congregational Singing 
7:45 "What It Means To Walk By 

Faith" 
V. P. Black 

Tuesday, January 20 
9:00 "Faith In Conflict" 

R. V. Slmmons 
9:45 "Preachers Must Walk By Faith" 

V. P. Black 
10:45 "Faith - Grace - Law" 

Ray Peters 
1130 Lunch 
1:30 "Uni ty  I n  Divers i ty  Movement: 

History" 
Bobby Duncan 

230 "Faith In The Home" 
Wlnfred Clark 

330 Forum: "Shall We Divide Again?" 
Flavll Nlchols 

7:00 Congregational Singing 
7:45 "The Power Of Faith" 

Johnny Ramsey 

BY FAITH 
Wednesday, January 21 

9:00 "Unity In Diversity Movement: Today" 
Bobby Duncan 

9:45 Preachers Must Walk By Faith" 
V. P. Black 

l0:45 "Efforts To  Defend Mechanical 
Music': 
Wgyne Coats 

l l :30 '  Lunch 
130  "Who Is My ~ io ther?"  

Eddle Harper, Sr. 
230 "Faith In The Home" 

Wlnfred Clark 
330 Forum: "Shall We Divide Again?" 

Flavll Nlchols 
7:00 Cqngreghtional Singing 
7:45 "The 'House Church' Concept" 

Wayne Coats 

Thursday, January 22 
9:00 "Walking By Faith: Practical Appli- 

cations" 
Jackle Stearsman 

9% "Can Two Walk Together?" 
Bernard McKelver 

10:45 "Instrumental Music vs Walking By 
Faith" 
Perry B. Cotham 

1130 Lunch 
130  "Modern Music Destroys Faith" 

Wayne Coats 
230 "Faith In The Home" 

Wlnfred Clark 
330 Forum: "Shall We Divide Again?" 

Flavll Nlchols 
7:00 Congregational Singing 
7:45 "Let There Be No Strife" 

Wlnfred Clark 

CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH-January11987 
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Spanish. I am praying to God, if it be His will, 
that I may be spared to direct this work 
although I do not have the strength to work 
but just a few hours per day. 

Anotherthing: work is underway to put my 
tracts on cassette tape, both those in English 
and those in Spanish should be put on tape. 
Nearly everyone has a recorder. 

It would certainly begreat forthespreading 
of the truth if all my tracts were in Spanish, 
and all my English and Spanish tracts were 
also on tape. And we would not have to stop 
with just two languages. Four of my tracts 
were translated and printed in French, and 
also some in Italian, but they have not been 
kept in print. 

All who want to sharein this great work will 
have the satisfaction and pleasure of helping 
to spread the gospel and will receive their 
final reward in heaven at last. 

Thediseasethat I have is OSTEOPOROSIS. 
There is no cure. The only hope the doctor 
can give is that he will try to keep it from 
getting worse. My back is bent likea rainbow, 
and I have to use a walkingstick most of the 
time. I think the history of osteoporosis is that 
it gradually gets worse. But I am already 77- 
so I have "fathertime" to contend with. There 
is some longevity on my mother's side of the 
family. 

Millions have read my tracts in many 
countries. If many of them knew the critical 
situation that I face, I believe they would like 
to have fellowship with theclosing daysof my 
tract ministry, and would like to see a few 
morecome from my pen. Of course, as I have 
explained, I am setting up plans for the tracts 
to continue with the instructions that they 
never be changed in color, format, or content. 

(NOTE: When brother Hobbr wrote the 
foregolng to me In a personal letter, It war my 
orlglnal Intentlon to wrlte the lnformatlon Into 
a separate artlcle. However, as I reed what he 
had to ray, Just as It came from hb heart, It 
seemed to me that I could not Improve on hlr 
words, Just the way he rald It. Therefore, I am 
prlntlng the story just as he unfolded It to me. 

There never has been a tract wrlter to 
compare wlth A. G. Hobbr. I agree that now 
that the brotherhood know8 of hlr OSTEO- 
POROSIS, hir advanced age, and howclrcum- 
stances are clorlng In, we'll want to have a 
part wlth hlm In maklng hlr clorlng days the 
most rewarding of hlr long, frult-fllled llfe. My 
wlfe m d  I personally are rendlng a $100.00 
contrlbutlon toA. G. HOBBS PUBLICATIONS, 
INC., Port Offlce Box 14218, Fort Worth, 
Texar 76117 to help keep hlr magnlflcent 
gospel tracts In prlnt. How about you?-Ira Y. 
Rlce, Jr., Edltor) 

Gllbert Gough, formerly of Dresden, Ten- 
nessee, now preaches at Hazel, Kentucky; 
Kelth Cozort, who did preach at Limon, 
Colorado, now is at Grand Ledge, Michigan; 
Vlctor M. Erkew, now preaching at Belmont, 
Mississippi, sent in two new subscriptions 
there. 

Gertrude W. Broy, of Ypsilanti. Michigan, 
sent $10.00 for our Contending for the Faith 
Fund. 

Gregory Plckett, minister, Altamont, Ten- 
nessee: "As of December 21sL.l celebrated 
my 10th anniversary as a New Testament 
Christian. Yet, with these feelings of joy, I 
have a deep forboding in heart as I think 
about how much sectarian prejudice, doc- 
trinal problems that the church of our Lord 
has to endure just to exist. The church of 
Christ has its forte in doctrine. Doctrine 
makes us strong and powerful, but theefforts 
of some to minimize that doctrine of Christ is 
the very anathema of God. Brother Hearn 
taught us at Memphis to stand for the truth 
and stand we must or forever resign our 
hearts and lives to fulfill the will of the Devil. 
Brother Boles said that he had rather fall 
straight than crooked; this is as it should be. 
Wecannot compromisethetruth for family or 
foe. We must stand unflinching and be 
resolved to be dedicated to the Restoration 
Plea. It unnerves me no little of liberals and 
renegades going scot-free giving up the 
church and the truth ... l am sorry that the 
Crossroads Church is trying to undermine 
your great missionary endeavors. Thank you, 
brother Rice, for having the courage to stand 
for the truth and especially for exposing 
brother Furman Kearley. Lots of brethren in 
Tennesseeaccept him as sound, but I cannot 
until he repents of being in cahoots with Don 
DeWelt and the Chrlrtlan Church ..." 

Jerrle F. Hunt. Aurora. Colorado: "I look 
forward to each and every one of your 
Contending for the Faith. I pray for all you 
good brethren who are working hard for 
standing up for the gospel in its truth and 
simplicity. I subscribed for 12 families to 
rec8iv.e this paper and they all tell me they are 
reading, enjoying, and it is enlightening them 
to things they, didn't realize were in their 
brotherhood ... 

Blll& Wllma Corr, Pensacola, Florida: "We 
want to congratulate you on the last issue of 
Contending for the Faith ... You had a great 
article in it; they were all good. I surely wish 
the brotherhood would read it ..." 

Mr. & Mrs. Barll Young, of Berkeley, 
Missouri, helped $500.00 on getting the 
"Special Issue" of the Firm Foundation out to 
the churches. 

Kelth Hukle, Arkansas City, Kansas: "Thank 
you for such a fine paper." 

Ruth F. Alexander, of Fort Worth, Texas, 
sent $68.00 for our Far East work and $2.00on 
our contending for the faith fund. She will be 
89 years old, Lord willing, March 25. 1987. 

lvle W. Powell, Ill, who formerly preached 
at Harrison, Arkansas, now preaches at Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. 

J. H. Matney, of Lawrenceburg, Tennessee, 
renewed for six years, saying, "Sorry to hear 
about the church having so much false 
teaching, but thisfulfiIIsthescripture. Glad to 
know someone is still willing to stand for the 
truth. Keep up the good work." He enclosed 
$30.00, saying we could use the "extra" $5.00 
"as ou see fit." It really helps. 

~ i a r l e r  L. Hourer, of Union City, Tennes- 
see, ordered ten copies of our issue for 
March/1986 for distribution there. 

Raymond Balley, Searcy, Arkansas: "In a 
recent bulletin of the College Church here I 
noticed that Rubelshelly was scheduled fora 
meeting in '87. If half I have seen written and 
read about him is true, I think College should 
cancel his meetings. I know he has written a 
lot of books and is 'scholarly', but SO is J. D. 
Baler and he has come off 'on the deep end."' 

Mrs. H. E. McCage, of McCage Book 
Servlce, Troy, Tennessee, ordered 12 extra 
copies of our issue of Contending for the 
Faith showing the "Difference Between the 
Church of Christ and the Christian Church." 

Tony Denton, of Durant, Oklahoma, sub- 
fcribed for Contending for the Faith, saying, 
I am a preacher of four years. I am a member 

of thechurch of Christ. I have been preaching 
and studying nearly everything I can get my 
hands on." 

Wllllam L. Harrell, of Murfreesboro, Ten- 
nessee, renewed for six years. 

GeneNerlw, of Paducah, Kentucky, ordered 
12 copies of our issue for February/l985; 
Robert W. Herndon, former missionary to 
New Guinea, now of Lakeland, Florida ordered 
our "Crossroads" packet; Hal Rogem, of 
Tipton, Oklahoma, renewed for six years; 
Bernard Smlth, of Hallendale, Florida, sent in 
two 3-year subscriptions; Tom A. Rke, of 
Mocksville, North Carolina, renewed his own 
and sent one new subscription; Jamer D. 
Clark, of Chattanooga, Tennessee, renewed 
six and sent in 16 new subscriptions, saying, 
"We appreciate yourwork and hope that you 
will be able to continue. The things you tell 
are not always pleasant to hear but we need to 
know." 

Blll Clayton, minister, Yazoo City, Missis- 
sippi: "The work is going well here." 

Gary Colley , minister, East MainlMurfrees- 
boro, Tennessee: "I continue to appreciate 
your good work and am hopeful that you will 
stay abreast of the things that need to have 
attention. We will make some clubs on 
different periodicals in the near future, and 
we will try to have those who may be interested 
in Contending for the Faith to sign up so that 
we can get them to you soon." 

Walter Wagner, preacher at Slater-Marietta 
church of Christ, Slater. South Carolina: "I 
read about the 'Crosgroads' boys in the Far 
East. I know how you brethren felt in such a 
meeting. Reading it brought back some bad 
memoriesof how they acted here. They never 
repent. They just deny it ever happened. If I 
can help, call." 

(NOTE:' In  my reply to brother Wagner, 
from Slnaa~ore. I rald. In Dart. "Last month 
Jamor ~ h v d  made hv6 tol~ohone calh from 
London, ~hgland, to my home In Memphlr to 
let me know that they are r t l l l  comlngl I war 
away on appolntmentr both tlmer, romy wlfe 
took the calls In my stead ... She arked Jamer 
Lloyd, rlnce 1) they are not needed, 2) they 
are not w$nted, and 3) they have been arked 
not to conie, then why an, they comlng? She 
r d d  there war a long rllence on the phone; 
then he rald, 'Well, thanks anyway', and 
hanged up." IYRJr.) 
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2nd Annual Asian Bible Lectureship 
Conducted Oct. 26-30 In Singapore 

Sponsors of the lectureship were the Lim Ah Pin Road In my opening address of welcome that Lord's Day 
congregation together with the Jurong congregation, which evening, I carefully set forth the reasons for such a 
meets at 120 Boon Lay Drive, in Singapore. lectureship, the principal one being that so many of the 

In overall charge of the program for the lectureship were missionaries i n  Asia today have grown so liberal in their 
brethren David Chew, Eddy Ee and Kwan Tai Choom. thinking, actions and doctrine that "the truth of the gospel 

(Continued on Pabe 3) 
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MISSIONARY WORK FORCE 
FOR ASIAN EVANGELISM 

CONTINUES TO INCREASE 
Although it never has been true, because Contending 

for the Faith will give the forces of error no rest, it 
seems to please a certain type of brethren to charge us 
with being "all negative" with "nothing positive" to 
show for our efforts. 

If such were the case, then how do such account for 
the constant growth of our evangelistic work force 
which continues to build in various parts of Asia? 

SIX FAMILIES NOW WORKING I N  TAIWAN 
For example, just look at Taiwan. From the original 

pair of families that we encouraged to go there in 
1979-the Joe Ruizes and the Tommy Alfords-this 
work force now has grown to six families, including the 
John Grubbs, theRoger Campbells, the Alan Adamses 
and the Walter W. Pigg, Jr.'s. 

It was a direct result of our encouragement that the 
Don Thorntons, after seven successful years of labor in 
American Samoa, finally decided to move on to Hong 
Kong, where they now are in their fourth year and a 
strong, new work is underway. 

UNDERWOODS HEAD FOR SINGAPORE 
Possibly for the past half-dozen years or more, we 

have been trying to get Ernest and Shirley Underwood, 
more recently of Burlison, Tennessee, headed for the 
Far East. We thought we had it about worked out a 
couple or three years ago, when their son Steve was 
killed in a tragic accident, and it had to be postponed. 

However, on December 29, 1986, after they over- 
nighted with us at our home in Memphis, Tennessee, 
we took them to the Memphis International Airport 
and watched while their plane finally took off the 
ground, and they were on their way, at last, to teach at 
Four Seas College, in Singapore. 

HATCHERS TO BE NEXT. LORD WILLING 
Hardly had the Underwoods gotten on their way, 

than Barry and Melany Hatcher, of Redwater, Texas, 
telephoned to let us know that'they, too, had made up 
their minds to head for the Far East. Actually, they had 

1 tried eight years earlier; but illness and other matters 
hindered. Now, however, they seem to be getting "all 
their ducks in a row."Therefore, Lord willing, before 
1987 comes to a close, it is their hope to join the Jim 
Dearmans in the Malaysia School of Preaching, in 
Klang, Malaysia. 

Also, we are in touch with yet one more preacher 
family whose hopes are to head for the Far East for 
long-term work within the next couple of years. 

ALL READERS INVITED TO HELP 
Instead of being just against false doctrine (as every 

single one of us is supposed to be), Contending for the 
Faith continues to aid, abet, encourage and support 
"every good work." 

Negative? If by that one means "against false 
teaching and every false way", then of course we are 
"negative." However, if by that one means that we are 
not at the same time "ready unto every good work", 
it is just not so. In fact, right here and now we 
encourage every single one of our readers to support 
every good work you can during the coming year. 

-Ira Y. Rice, Jr., Editor 
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(Continued from Page 1 ) 
as it is in Christ Jesus" appears to be of very little 
consequence indeed as far as they are concerned. I showed 
how false doctrines on the Holy Spirit had invaded Korea; 
on the role of women in the church had invaded Taiwan; on 
marriage, divorce and remarriage had invaded Thailand; 
and that Crossroaders had been invited into the Philippines. 
I further showed that false teaching on baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, on everything being worship after baptism, as well as 
on various other matters now was being tolerated by some 
in Singapore, so that if something was not done to bring 
wayward brethren back to the truth, all that we have done 
these past 30-odd years would be down the drain and error 
would have a field day. The Singapore sponsors of the 
program had chosen "DECLARING A L L  T H E  
COUNSEL O F  GOD-ACTS 20:7" as the theme of the 
lectureship. They could not have chosen a more timely 
or a better one. 

Included among the speakers on the program, together 
with their topics, were Tommy Alford, of Hualien, Taiwan, 
on"Are the Teachings of Evolution Harmonious with Bible 
Doctrine?"; Asghar Ali, of Lahore, Pakistan, on "The Work 
in Pakistan"; Curtis Cates, of Memphis, Tennessee, on "Can 
A Christian Believe in the Doctrine of Humanism'!" and 
"Can We All Understand the Bible Alike?"; Chan Kim Foh, 

ONE OF OUR FAVORITE eatlng places In Slngapore Is the Islamic 
Restaurant on North Brldge Road. One day durlng the Lectureshlp 
Blll Cllne wanted us to go there for lunch. Brother Asghar All  was 
wlth us. We asked hlm If he had any qualms, belng hlmself a former 
Moslem. He sald, no. So we went. In above photo, taken at the 
restaurant, left to rlght, are shown Eddy Ee, Asghar All, Ray Peters 
and Rebecca and Blll Cllne. 

NONE WAS MORE JUBILANT to be present for the 2nd Annual 
Aslan Blble Lectureshlp, In Slngapore, than was Asghar All, of 
Lahore, Paklstan. Havlng been baptlzed as a teenager In Lahore, 
and havlng worked as a mechanlc foreman on heavy equlpment 
used In bulldlng the Mangle Dam, In Paklstan, the largest earth dam 
In the world, Asghar, whlle stlll In hlr 20% graduated from Four 
Seas College, In Slngapore, returnlng In 1968 to hls natlve land as a 
gospel preacher. This was hls flrst vlslt back to Slngapore slnce 
graduatlng 18 years earller. In above photo, he was shown In hls 
natlonal attlre speaklng on "The Work In Paklstan" durlng the 
Lectureshlp. 

1 Annual Asian Lectureship 

OF ALL MODERN MISSIONARIES who have been caused to suffer 
for the cause of truth, probably none have suffered more than 
Dorsey and Ola Tmw, In Chlangmal, Thalland, because of the 
dlvlslve doctrlne on marrlage, dlvorce and remarrlage now belng 
pushed In Thalland by those from Sunset School of Preachlng, of 
Lubbock, Texas. Asked to rpeak on that particular subject, brother 
Traw Is shown (above) as he dld so the thlrd nlght of the Lecturerhlp 
In Slngapore. 

of Kuala Lumpur, on "The Work in Malaysia"; William S. 
Cline, of Pensacola, Florida on "The Old/ New Crossroads 
Movement" and "Ascertaining Bible Authority"; Ed 
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wlth us In Slngapore from Hong Kong. In above photo, he war 
rpeaklng on "Teachlng the Whole Counsel of God." 

IT ALMOST BROKE Barry Hatcher's heart, when clrcumrtancer 
prevented hlm and Melany from golng a8 mlrrlonarier to Talwan, 
back In 1979. They lead a team of workers to Jamalca every 
summer. In above photo he war waxing eloquent In Slngapore. 

Crawford, of Independence, Missouri, on "Is Denomina- 
tional Baptism Valid?"; Ray Davison, of Melbourne, on 
"The Work in Australia"; Jim Dearman, of Klang, Malaysia, 
on "The Changeless Challenge in a Changing World"; John 
M. Grubb, of Taichung, Taiwan, on "What Is So  Special 
About the Church of Christ? (Why I Am a Member of the 
Church of Christ?"; Barry Hatcher, of Redwater, Texas, on 
"Fight the Good Fight of Faith"; Dub McClish, of Denton, 
Texas, on "Who Is Accountable to the New Testament?" 
and "Can Christians Worship God Scripturally Using 
Mechanical Instruments of Music?"; Pat McGee, of 
Mansfield, Texas, on "The Unity-Diversity Threat"; Ray 
Peters, of Orlando, Florida, on "Grace, Law, Faith and 
Works"; Walter W. Pigg, Jr., of Taipei, Taiwan, onUChrist's 

I 
I 

Perfect Example in Lovewand "The Mission of the Church"; 
Joe Ruiz, of Taichung, Taiwan, on "Are All Versions of the 
Bible Equally Acceptable?" and "The Christian and 
Controversy"; Dorsey Trax. of Chiangmai. Thailand. on 
"The New Testament Doctrine of Marriage, Divorce and 
Remarriage"; M. H. Tucker, of Hong Kong, on "Teaching 
the Whole Counsel of God" and "How Can Christians 
Prove the Existence of God?"; Ernest Underwood, of 
Burlison, Tennessee, on "Are We Willing to Be a Voice in 
the Wilderness?"; Jim Waldron, of Cincinnati, Ohio, on "Is 
All Life After Baptism Worship?" and "The Challenge for 
Preaching the Gospel in Asia"; Chris Ward, of Korat, 
Thailand, onb'Standing on the Promises"; Jack Williams, of 
Independence, Missouri, on "What Is Meant By Love As 

NOW STUDYING BIBLE at Four Sear College, In Singapore, rirter 
T8al Jr Mlau (second from lelt, above), of Talchung, Talwan, war 
John Grubbr' and Roger Campbell's language teacher at Talpel 
Language lnrtltute before they teught her the way of truth and won 
her to Chrlrt. 

Taught in the Bible?"; and Yeow Chin Keong, of East 
Malaysia, on "What Others Say About the Scriptures?" 

Each afternoon, starting Monday, ladies classes were held 
separately from the men, with women speakers. During the 
four afternoons, Lavonne McClish, of Denton, Texas, 
spoke on "The Christian Family As God Would Have It" 
and "What Does Love Do?"; Melany Hatcher, of Redwater, 
Texas, on "The Role of Women in the Church" and 
"Fighting Love of Self; Jean Cline, of Pensacola, Florida, 
on "Thy Mother and Thy Grandmother" and "Walking 
With a Pure Heart"; and Vada Rice, of Memphis, 
Tennessee, on "The Woman and the Lost Coin" and "Mary 
Magdalene and the Risen Christ." 

In addition to field reports from various countries 
represented, open forums were conducted by the men, in the 
afternoons, on such topics as "Marriage, Divorce and 
Remarriage" and "The Basis of Christian Fellowship." 

Not only had brethren Chew, Ee and Kwan made most 
suitable arrangements for our rooms and meals at the Tai- 
Pan Ramada Hotel, but the Singapore Convention Bureau 
printed our programs in full color on high-quality, slick 
paperfree of charge, and supplied every speaker with a most 
beautiful orchid (for which Singapore is famous) on opening 
night. 
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TRULY INTERNATIONAL In make-up, the 2nd Annual Aslan Blble 
Lectureship, In Slngapore, drew attendance from many races and 
nations. In above photo are seen those of Paklstanl, Indlan and 
Chinese origin. I .see we cut off Asghar All% nose. Sorry about that1 

HEAD AND SHOULDERS above nearly everyone else who partlcl- 
m ted  In  the Lectureshlp was Jlm Dearman, of Klmg. Malaysia. 
~ tand lna 6 feet 5 ~nches~he was an Im~os lna alaht am& all those 
much-s6o;orter Aslan ~hr lst lans who :!me. H s  tGplc: "1hsChange- 
less Challenge In a Changing World. 

WHY SO SOLEMN, Joe and Bonnle? Whatever It was that had the 
Joseph A. Rulzes'attentlon, It must have been a sad story. They are 
shown (above) with thelr youngest son at the lectureshlp. 

By actual count, some 13 different countries were 
represented in the lectureship including Singapore, 
Malaysia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan, Indonesia, Australia, Japan, the Philippines, the 
U.S., and possibly others. Day sessions were well attended, 
with more than 200 in attendance every night. 

Klang, Malaysia, was chosen as the site of the 3rd 
Annual Asian Bible Lectureship. 

Although Contending for the Faith has had quite a lot to 
say already about the2nd Annual Asian Bible Lectureship, 
which was conducted October 26-30, in Singapore, reports 
continue to be received from various countries in this 
regard; therefore, it seems good to let everyone be heard 
from insofar as possible. 

For instance, John M. Grubb, of Taichung, Taiwan, was 
so impressed with what all went on that he devoted not just 
one but two of his missionary newsletters to his report. In 
his December/ 1986 newsletter, he recounted, as follows: 

THE SECOND ANNUAL ASIAN BIBLE LECTURESHIP 
John M. Grubb 

I t  was our privilege to  attend and have a part in this lectureship 

THEY MAY BE YOUNG MEN, but Ed Crawford and Jack Wllllams, 
left and right above, both of Independence, Mlssourl, were dead 
serlous when snapped durlng one of the speeches at Slngapore. 
Among those noted In background are Shlrley and Ernest Under- 
wood, Walter and Naoml Plgg, and Betty Spears. 

which was conducted in Singapore October 26-30. Because o f  the 
generosity o f  our readers, our whole family was able to make the 
tr ip and enjoy the week. I n  addition to our family, the Alford, 
Pigg, and Ruiz families also attended the lectureship. Twenty-five 
sermons were delivered i n  addition to two Open Forum sessions, 
field reports, and ladies classes. In this newsletter we will begin to 
tell o f  some o f  the things that happened during the week. 

There are several things that must be done before you leave 
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LOCAL PREACHER from Hong Kong's Wanchal congregation, Slu 
Ka Mlng evidently was iearnlng a lot at the Lectureshlp. Shown 

BECAUSE OF INTENSIVE PREPARATION that the speakers clearly 
had done on their lessons, It was clearly a tlme tor deep study as  
the Lectureshlp wore on. In above photo, slster Betty Tucker, of 
Hong Kong, shown with her husband M. H., was busy taking notes. 

l'awian. Not only must we d o  paperwork to get out of Taiwan, 
but there is even more work involved in getting back in. We were 
able to  get this paperwork completed and were ready t o  go. 

On Saturday, October 25th, we left our house t o  go t o  the 
International Airport t o  fly t o  Singapore. The Ruizes and we rode 
together t o  the airport. Upon arriving, we saw the Adamses who 
had just seen the Piggs off o n  their flight. After checking in and 
eating lunch, we met the Alfords in the waiting area. We three 
families all rode the same plane t o  Singapore. We had a n  
enjoyable four-hour flight and arrived in Singapore Saturday 
evening. 

We were met a t  the airport by some of the brethren in 
Singapore, and they took us t o  the Taipan Ramada Hotel. This is 
where the lectureship was conducted. We checked in and tried to  
get settled in so  that the boys could get t o  bed a t  a reasonable 
hour. We were among the last ones t o  arrive at  the hotel. Most of 
the others arrived that afternoon, after a 20-hour flight. 

On Sunday morning (October 26), we ate breakfast with the 
group before going t o  morning services at  Jurong. The two 
speakers were Barry Hatcher and Curtis Cates. Two excellent 
lessons were delivered. After the services, most of the visitors 
went t o  the Islamic Restaurant for lunch. However, our family 
had already decided t o  go eat a t  another restaurant so  that we 
could take the boys t o  "Toys R Us" s o  that they could pick out 
some well made toys. (As you know, many things you buy in the 
U.S. are made in Taiwan. However, these items cannot be 
purchased in Taiwan. They are 100% exported. Therefore, we 
have t o  go t o  Singapore or  some other country t o  buy things that 
are made right here in Taiwan.) 

The Lectureship Begins 
The lectureship began at  7:00 P.M. that evening. We were on 

Asian time all week. (Asian time is 15-30 minutes or more behind 
schedule.) Brother David Chew opened the lectureship welcoming 
all t o  the lectureship. David Chew, Eddy Ee, and Kwan Tai Choom 
organized and coordinated the lectureship. They did a masterful 
job. Brother Chew then introduced brother Ira Rice who explained 
why we now have the Annual  Asian Bible Lectureship instead of 
taking part in the Asian Mission Forum. Since it has fallen into the 
hands of the liberals among us, we are not able t o  have a part in it. 

The two speakers for the evening were Dub McClish and M. H. 
Tucker. Brother McClish spoke on the subject: "Who I s  
Accountable T o  The New Testament?" We are aware of the fact 
that many brethren are now teaching that not every person has to  
obey all the new covenant of Christ. Dub  did an excellent job on 
this topic. H e  has recently had a debate o n  this subject. Brother 
Tucker spoke on: "Teaching The Whole Counsel of God." H e  

second from left, front row, he war Intent on what the speaker was 
saylng. Ka Mlng Is a graduate of Four Seas College, In Slngapore. 

- - 
PANEL DISCUSSIONS were an afternoon feature of the Lectureship 
at Singapore. The afternoon they dlscussed the toplc of "Marriage, 
Dlvorce and Remarriage" brethren Domey Tmw, Jlm Waldron and 
Jack Wllllams, shown left to rlght (above), were the paneilsts. 

emphasized the fact that our  preaching must be balanced in several 
aspects. 

Every night, late into the night, we visited with several old and 
new friends who attended the lectureship. 

Monday's Activities 
In the morning, four lessons were delivered by Dorsey Traw, 

Jack Williams, M. H. Tucker, and me. Lessons were delivered on: 
Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage, Revelation 2:10, How to 
Prove the Existence of God, and What Is  S o  Special About the 
Church of Christ. 

After lunch there was a n  open forum with the theme being on 
divorce and remarriage. Jim Waldron, Dorsey Traw, and Jack 
Williams answered questions. This was for the men. The women 
had two ladies classes taught by Lavonne McClish and Melany 
Hatcher. 

Following the open forum, the speakers met with a brother from 
Sri Lanka (Ceylon). I t  seems that Sri Lanka will have the next 
AsianMissionForum in 1987. Apparently, the brethren there were 
not aware of the problems associated with the Mission Forum and 
were interested in combining the two programs. We decided not t o  
combine them, but if the Sri Lanka brethren invite only sound 
brethren t o  speak, there would be some who would be willing t o  go 
there and speak. However, we are afraid the liberals will not allow 
them t o  d o  this, but change it as  they did in Hong Kong in 1982. 

The tentative date for the Third Annual Bible Lectureship is 
December 6-10,1987, in Klang, Malaysia. 

In  the evening, Jim Dearman and Curtis Cates spoke on the 
Challenge Before Us, and Humanism. Both were excellent lessons. 

Tuesday's Turmoil 
Several excellent lessons were delivered on this day. In the 

morning, Ray Peters, Dub  McClish, Tommy Alford, and Joe Ruiz 
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Road (in singapore) refusid to  have anything to d o  with the 
lectureship including not allowing their building to be used for the ~ ~ ~ , * ~ ~ R d ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~ ~ ~ ~ " , " ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . d ~ ~ f ~ ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ ~ ~ W i ~ ; " ~  lectureship. Mandarln Chlnese as well as Engllrh; and both have held gospel 

Because of Dorsey's lesson, some members of Moulmein Road meetlnas for each other in Sinaa~ore and Taiwan. res~ectlvelv. 1 - - - . . 
stood and started to  try to  answer Dorsey concerning Gordon 
Hogan. They accused biethren of coming to singapor; t o  try t o  
split the church! Brethren, truth does not divide, it unites. Error 
divides. The church in Singapore is seriously divided. It  is so 
because of the false doctrine that continues to  be sown there. For  
45 minutes, Dorsey, Jim Waldron, Ira Rice, and various 
Moulmein members spoke. After Barry Hatcher delivered a n  
excellent lesson on "Fight the Good Fight of Faith", Pat  McGee 
got up and made a plea for the brethren who disagreed with us t o  
remain after dismissal so  that issues could be discussed calmly and 
orderly instead of in a disruptive way. None stayed. 

Brethren, there is a tremendous battle shaping up in Singapore. 
The Boston/London wing of the Crossroads movement is going to 
invade the city next year. The liberals have been coming into 

ONE SPEAKER who made an especlaiiy strong impact on his 
audience at the Lectureship was brother Curfls A. Cates, dlrector of 
Memphls School of Preaching, from Memphis, Tennessee. In above 
photo, he was preaching on "Can A Chrlstlan Belleve In the 
Doctrlne of Humanism?" Note the beautiful orchld on hls lapel 
supplled by the Slngapore Conventlon Bureau. 

Singapore for several years now sowing error. Many of them have 
come a t  the invitation of Moulmein Road and Gordon Hogan. The 
faithful brethren in Singapore need our prayers as  they stand for 
the truth of the gospel ... 

Brother Grubb simply did not have enough room in his 
December newsletter to complete his report re: the lecture- 
ship; therefore, in his January newsletter, he concluded it as 
follows: 

In our last newsletter we began our report concerning this 
lectureship which took place in Singapore the last week of October. 
Our last newsletter ended with Tuesday's activities. 

Wednesday, October 29 
The morning lessons were delivered by Ray Peters, Ernest 

Underwood, Jack Williams, and Jim Waldron. These lessons were 
thought-provoking and challenged us in our Christian lives. 

In the afternoon, there was an open forum for the men and 
classes for the ladies. Dub McClish, Ernest Underwood, and 
Walter Pigg were the speakers for the open forum. Jean Cline and 
Vada taught the ladies classes. 

In  the evening, William Cline gave some up-to-date information 
concerning the Crossroads/Boston/London Church movement. 
As you may know, the London church is sending men t o  
Singapore/Malaysia in this new year. The only problem with this 
lesson was there was not enoueh time allotted for brother Cline 

ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT INCLUDE hlmself as one of the main to  cover as much material as  h e  needed t o  cover. This church 
Speakers* brother Devld C. Chew, President of Four Seas has marked Taipei as one of the places that they plan t o  invade 
College, (shown seated, above) was very much In charge of the 
overall program at the 2nd Annuel AsIan B/b/e Lectureship, In in the future. You Can rest assured that brethren  dams, ~ l f o r d ,  
Singapom. Campbell, Grubb, Pigg, and Ruiz will have n o  fellowship with 
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GREATLY RELIEVED THAT AT LAST romethlng major war 
hap ening in Singapore to get the caure of truth out In front once 
agak, Rt MCOU. long-time mirhnary to indoneria, .poke on 
"The Unlty-in-Dlverrity Threat." 

these men. I can not speak for the others who are on this island. 
After brother Cline's lesson, Walter Pigg spoke on "Christ's 
Perfect Example of Love." As you know, brother Pigg now lives 
in Taipei and works with us in the efforts on this island. After 
the evening services, the speakers assembled again to discuss the 
Sri Lanka workshop and also to give some of the Singapore 
brethren reasons why they should not have any part in bringing 
Jimmy Allen to the island in a campaign. Several brethren gave 
reasons. 

Thursday, October 30 
Even though some had to leave before this day, there was still a 

good crowd for the final day of the lectureship. Lessons on this day 
were delivered by Curtis Cates, William Cline, Ed Crawford, Yeow 
Chin Keong, Chris Ward, Joe Ruiz, and Pat McGee. There were 
also field reports and ladies classes on this day. 

This was the last day of the lectures and everyone was sorry 
to see it end. It was announced before the end of the week that 
the ThirdAnnual Asian Bible Lectureship would be held in Klang, 
Malaysia. Tentative plans for the Fourth Annual Lectureship are 
to be made for Chiangmai, Thailand. Dorsey Traw has graciously 
allowed Chiangmai to be postponed twice so far. 

David Chew, Kwan Tai Choom, and Eddy Ee did an excellent 
job in organizing and running this lectureship. They are taking a lot 
of "heat" from the liberals in Singapore for having a part in this 
lectureship. It looks like that whatever will be salvaged in 
Singapore will depend on the leadership of these three men. They 
are under tremendous pressure to give in to the liberals. Please 
continue to pray for these men. 

Sweet Fellowship 
One of the best parts of lectureships is the wonderful fellowship 

that is enjoyed. It was wonderful to see many "old"friends and also 
to meet some new ones. One man that I had never really met before 
was Curtis Cates. Brother Cates is the director of Memphis School 
of Preaching in Memphis. We really enjoyed the time we were able 
to be with him. We have known Barry Hatcher for several years, 

but had never met his wife, Melany. She was a great encourage- 
ment to us during the week. It was great to see many of the 
Singapore brethren I had met during the three weeks I was there in 
December of 1985. It is always a joy to get to see Dorsey and OIa 
Traw. They have now been on the field for 25 years and are still 
going strong in Thailand. We also met Ray Davison from 
Australia and Judy Waggoner from Indonesia. There were others 
that we met for the first time in Singapore. It is impossible to 
mention everyone in this article. 

One person I want to mention apart from the others is Asghar 
Ali from Lahore, Pakistan. You remember brother Ali from my 
trip to his home in 1985. Brother Ali has been predy much on his 
own for the past 10 years in Pakistan. He is a faithful gospel 
preacher and a hard worker for the Lord. He was supposed to 
speak at the lectureship, but because he didn'tsend in his outlines, 
he could not speak. Why is that? We could not hold the lectureship 
in a church building because Moulmein Road would not allow us 
to use their building and Jurong was too far away to be convenient. 
So we had to have the lectureship in a hotel. Because we had the 
lectureship in a hotel, the Singapore government required 
outlines of all the lectures. Brother Ali did not know this, and 
therefore did not send in his outlines. 

Brother Ali has started writing material comparing Islam to  
Christianity. He is sending me this material and I am planning to 
put it together and make it available to others. There is no one 
better qualified to  do this than brother Ali. We are happy to have a 
small part in his work and hope to be able to go back to Pakistan in 
the future and help in the work again. 

Now, as promised, here is an article from Jacqi, entitled: 
My View of the Singapore Lectureship 

Jacqi Grubb 
Even though it is now December, the Second Annual Asian 

Bible LectweshQ held last October in Singapore is still fresh in 

AS WAS MENTlONEb MANY TIMES, we could hardly have had 
better ringing than during the Lecturerhlp at Slngapore. The above 
song leader from the congregation at Jurong war erpecially 
effective in drawing the ringing out of the audience. 
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WITH ATTENDANCE at the evenlng sesslons runnlng well In 
excess of 200 every day, I f  you wanted a good seat most of the tlme 
you had to arrlve early. Seen In photo (above) were M. H. and Betty 
Tucker, of Hong Kong; John and Jaqul Grubb and two of thelr 
sons, from Talchung, Taiwan; Vada Rlce, of Memphls, Tennessee; 
Dub and Lavonne McCllsh, of Denton, Texas; Melany and Barry 
Hatcher, of Redwater, Texas; and Curtls A. Cates, of Memphls, 
Tennessee. 

my mind. It was a time when all the workers on the mission field 
in this part of the world came together for a spiritual feast. 
Because those that attended, for the most part, were of like mind, 
we could relax and enjoy the fellowship while developing new 
friendships with just-met brothers and sisters. I especially looked 
forward to meeting those ladies who were going to speak from the 
U.S. Two of those were sisters Lavonne McClish and Melany 
Hatcher, both of whom I had not yet had the privilege of 
knowing. I thoroughly enjoyed sitting at sister McClish's feet and 
benefiting from her experience as a preacher's wife and teacher 
of the Bible. Also I again was able to listen to Vada Rice's fine 
lessons. She is the one that all of us preachers wives in Taiwan 
look to for guidance. I had also met Jean Cline before but had 
never had the chance to benefit from her words of wisdom. I am 
so thankful that she, too, was able to come all the way to be with 
us. Getting back to Melany Hatcher, I now feel as if we have 
become fast friends. I am so glad we finally got acquainted after 
hearing so many good things about her, mostly from her 
husband! 

I look forward to next year's lectureship when we may again 
come together to renew old acquaintances and recharge our 
spiritual batteries! 

In his final words on the lectureship, brother Grubb said, 
f The lectureship accomplished a lot of good. Some of the 

liberals accused us of coming to Singapore to split the church. 
The purpose of the lectureship was to preach the truth and let the 
chips fall where they may. We have no intention of compromising 
the truth for the sake of unity. Truth is more important than 
unity. When all men realize this, then we can have true unity as 
the Bible commands. (John 17:20-22; I Corinthians 1:lO-13). 

Asghar Ali, Of Pakistan, Gives 
~ i ;  Impressions Of Lectureship 

One of the most honored participants in the lectureship at  
Singapore, as mentioned by brother Grubb, per foregoing, 
was brother Asghar Ali, of Lahore, Pakistan. This was the 
first such event that brother Ali had been able to attend, 
since graduating from Four Seas College, in 1968, and 
returning to his native land. 

In his Newsletter for October-November/ 1986, in this 
connection he had the following to say: 

SECOND ANNUAL ASIANBIBLE LECTURESHIP. It was 

have read O;I have corresponded in the past or have read articles 
written by them in some brotherhood papers. Brother Dorsey 
Traw, Br. Dub McClish, Br. M. H. Tucker, Br. Jim Dearman, Br. 
William S. Cline, Br. Tommy Alford, Br. Joe Ruiz, Br. Pat McGee 
and Br. Kwan Tai Choom make up that list. 

Brethren David Chew, Eddy Ee and Kwan Tai Choom are to be 
highly commended for planning, conducting and handling such a 
wonderful lectureship. Jurong congregation and Lim Ah Pin Road 
congregation will be remembered for years to come for their fully 
supporting the lectureship under the good leadership of Br. Eddy 
Ee and Kwan Tai Choom, respectively. I wish and pray all the 
congregations and all the leadership could cooperate for this great 
effort for His name's glory. 

This lectureship was a great success. The singing was just 
super-the best I have ever heard after I left Singapore, December 
12,1968. The lectureship was conducted in the real Christian spirit. 
Almost all the singing was led by Jurong congregation. Though 13 
nations were represented, representing different languages, 
different cultures, different clothes, but in spite of all these 
differences, a good harmonious brotherhood was represented. 
Pray we can keep the brotherhood united for Him, rather also 
bring all those back to this unity who are propagating error and 
thus dividing the body of Christ. 

Every speaker did his home-work real well, so far as their topics 
allotted were concerned. There was no uncertain sound to be 
heard throughout the lectureship. "God Means What He Says," 
by Barry Hatcher, at Jurong, Sunday morning; "Are All Versions 
of the Bible Equally Acceptable?" by Joe Ruiz; "Can We All 
Understand The Bible Alike?" by Curtis Cates, and "What Others 
Say About the Scriptures?" by Br. Yeow Chin Keong, were of 
special interest to me. Brother Yeow Chin Keong spoke out my 
own sentiments. I pray all our brethren know enough of Islam 
and be ready to defend Christianity among Muslims. All other 
speakers not mentioned did their best in delivering their topics. 

Brother Rice made a good selection of speakers from Stateside. I 
could not deliver my topics, as I (unknowingly) failed to mail out 
my outlines and I regret very much, but at  the same time I have 
learnt a good lesson, though a hard way. 

Pray the 3rd  Annual Asian Bible Lectureship, in Klang, 

IT TOOK MORE THAN SIX HOURS In the alr for brother Ray 
Davison (shown above). to fly to Singa ore from where he 
preaches In Melbourne, Australla. One of hk  reasons for comlng 
was to galn support agalnst the targeted lnvaslon of Melbournepy 
Crossroaders from Central London. 
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the lnltlatlve away from the forces of llberallsm ana false teachlni 
In Southeast Asia, Ira Y. Rlce, Jr., shown above at the Lectureshlp, 
was all smiles. Havlng founded the work In Slngapore orlglnally 
strlctly on a "thus salth the Lord", Rlce has been frustrated In recent 
years to  note false teachers belng tolerated and even fostered by 
&me of our workers there. 

- 

Malaysia, be a better success. It  would be held December 6-10, 
1987. 

We thank brother Rice and our elders in New Johnsonville 
church of Christ for making my participation in this spiritual feast 
possible. 

While I was gone for lectureship and thus was out of Lahore for 
successive two Sundays, two of our brethren (Br. Rafiq and Br. 
Saleem) conducted the worship services in a very fine way and we 
are sure proud of them. 

A Divided House Presents Opportunity 
For Massive Takeover By Crossroads 

If ever there was a time when local brethren and 
missionaries alike needed to present a united front in 
the Far East, that time is now. As Jesus himself 
warned, a house or a city divided against itself cannot 
stand. Crossroaders-whether from Gainesville, 
Boston, London or wherever-characteristically are 
on the prowl for either dead or divided churches. When 
they find such, they evidently view such as an invitation 
to step right in and take over. 

Of all the times that brethren Gordon Hogan and 
Kenneth Sinclair needed to be "minding the store" in 
Singapore, surely October 26-30,1986, during the2nd 
Annual Asian Bible Lectureship was no time to be 
gone. Yet that was precisely the time when brother 
Hogan saw fit to absent himself in order to participate 
with false teachers in Thailand in some kind of "Bible 
Camp" up there, and when brother Sinclair timed his 

gospel meeting with the church in Penang. Both of 
these brethren had known for months in advance the 
exact dates of the Lectureship. It was wrong for 
Gordon to be "receiving" those contrary to the 
doctrine, in the first place. Even if every word each 
spoke while away was true, nevertheless it was 
Singapore where they were needed above all else on 
those dates-but they were JUST NOT THERE! 

It is still too early to say what the final outcome of 
Central London/ Crossroads'targeting Singapore may 
be; however, if indeed they do come and gain a 
foothold among the churches in Singapore, it will 
largely be due to such erratic leadership on the part of 
these two formerly dependable missionary brethren in 
Singapore. 

Ruiz Reports Singapore Lectureship 
In Special Issue Of Taiwan Newsletter 

One who was there was brother Joseph A. Ruiz, 
faithful gospel preacher and longtime missionary to 
Taiwan. In his Taiwan/ China Messenger for Decem- 
ber, 1986, brother Ruiz, in part, had the following 
account: 

SECOND ANNUAL ASIAN BIBLE 
LECTURESHIP REPORT 

Joseph A. Rulz 
Having planned and directed, with the assistance of the other 

missionary workers on the island, the 1st  Annual Asion Bible 
Lectureship in Hualien, Taiwan, last year, it was a personal joy for 
us t o  have attended the 2 n d  Annual ABL held a t  the Tai-Pan 
Ramada Hotel in Singapore, October 26-30, and witness the 
wonderful momentum and enthusiasm this year's program has 
gained! It  was a tremendously well planned and executed 
doctrinally sound lecture program wherein 13 different nations 
were represented and brought together by our common faith, hope 
and love-with the earnest desire t o  see that the WHOLE 
COUNSEL O F  GOD be declared throughout Southeast Asia. 

Brother David Chew, President of Four Seas College, presided 
over the opening ceremony of the 2ndAnnualABL. He, together 
with Eddy E e  and Kwan Tai Choom served on this year's 
lectureship committee. It  was mafie clear a t  the outset that because 
of false teaching being advocated by Ameriaan missionaries a t  the 

ALWAYS A GOOD SPEAKER, Joe  Rulz, of Talwan (shown above), 
was superb a s  he considered "Are All Versions of the Bible Equally 
Acceptable?" He also spoke on "The Chrlstlan and Controversy." 
Havlng served a s  a mlsslonary In Talwan, slnce 1979, brother Rulz 
can preach fluently In English, Spanish and Mandarin Chinese. 
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almost two years, it wasa great joy for us to  finally meet him face t o  
face. Brother Asghar is a genuine example of steadfastness 
personified. He is a 20th century Elijah who has been laboring 
virtually alone in Lahore, Pakistan, among the Muslims for the 
past ten years. Please remember him in your prayers. 

The singing through the week was the best one could ask for this 
side of eternity. Each evening the singing was led by the brethren 
from the Jurong congregation; however, a special request was 
made for brother I ra  Y. Rice, Jr., t o  lead us in the beautiful hymn 
"Ring The Message Outv-and boy did it ever RING OUT! (Ira 
and Vada Rice spearheaded the work of the Lord in Singapore 
back in the SO'S, and although a number of the congregations in 
that country have been led off into liberalism, it still is wonderful to  
see the fruit of their labors in the two strong, sound congregations 
where brethren Eddy Ee and Kwan Tai Choom minister, their son 
and grandson in the gospel, respectively. A word of appreciation is 
owed t o  brother Ira for his assistance in the fine selection of 
speakers from the U.S. for this year's ABL. 
- In addition t o  the Jurong and  ~ i m  Ah Pin Road congregations 

fully backing the lectureship, there were several congregations 

from Malaysia represented during the week-Klang, Kuala 
Lurnpur, Serernban, Johore Bahru and Kota Kinabalu. These 
congregations also were 100% in support of the program. The 
Klang and K. L. churches had a good number in attendance... 

Brother D u b  McClish's contribution t o  the 2nd Annual ABL 
was immeasurable. A veteran in directing lectureships himself (the 
AnnualDenton Lectures), he came equipped t o  assist the churches 
in Southeast Asia in every way possible. Not only did he deliver 
two outstanding lessons on "Who Is  Accountable t o  the New 
Testament?" and"Can Christians Worship God Scripturally Using 
Mechanical Instruments of Music?", but he also had hand-out 
materials concerning his lessons t o  distribute. We also appreciate 
him making available copies of the Denton Lectureship books as 
well as  video tapes of his recent debate with D a n  Billingsly on "The 
Alien Sinner's Amenability t o  the Gospel." 

Brother Dorsey Traw synchronized his watch with his timekeeper 
(Ira Rice) t o  make sure he got his allotted time of 45 minutes before 
expounding on the topic of Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage. 
With the ever-constant battle Dorsey has had t o  wage against the 
false teaching that has permeated 'Thailand, he was well-qualified 
t o  speak on this subject. Indeed, it was heart-rending t o  learn 
during the course of his lesson that long-time close friend of his, 
Gordon Hogan, was in Thailand during the exact dates of the 
ABL, and of all things scheduled as  the key-note speaker in a camp 
sponsored by the very false brethren from Sunset that have caused 
division in that country over the subject of M-D-R. In so  doing, 
brother Hogan has become partaker of their evil deeds(2 John 11). 
Interestingly enough, when brother I r a  Rice had proposed earlier 
in the year for the lectureship t o  be held at  the Moulmein church 
building where Gordon Hogan preaches, the brethren there 
strongly objected-and then they had the gall t o  attend the 
lectureship anyway and cause disorder after brother Dorsey's 
lesson. I t  is all too clear that many young leaders have been led 
astray. 

THE ONE WHO LISTENED to brother Joe Rulz more Intently than 
anyone else probably was his father In the gospel, who also tralned 
hlm a s  a gospel preacher, Wllllam S. Cllne. He also tralned Tommy 
Altord, at Bellvlew Preacher Tralnlng School, at Pensacola, Florlda. 
Thls was brother Cllne's thlrd vlslt to Slngapore. 

Asian Mission Forum (and consequently throughout Southeast 
Asia) such a doctrinally sound lectureship was vitally needed. It  
was evident however that we may have waited too long to have 
such a program, inasmuch as  only two congregations, Jurongand 
Lirn A h  P in  Road, fully supported the lectureship. Both of the . 7 - -  
American missionaries now working in Singapore, Gordon Hogan 
and Ken Sinclair, although knowing months ahead of time 
concerning the lectureship dates, were not t o  be found in the 
country during the week of the ABL. 

~ m o n ~  those attending this year's lectureship was brother 
Asghar Ali  from Pakistan ... Having corresponded with him for 

FRUSTRATED FOR THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS that the forces of 
Ilberallsm and doctrinal error were havlng a fleld day In the Far 
East, the 2nd Annual Aslen BIble Lecfureshlp was llke a shot In the 
arm to Jlm Waldron, of Clnclnnatl, Ohlo (shown above), long-tlme 
mlsslonary to Paklstan, Australla, England and Hong Kong. He 
spoke on two toplcs: "Is All Llfe After Baptls,m Worship?" and "The 
Challenge for Preaching the Gospel In Asla. 
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HOW SWEET IT WAS to see those blg smlles on the faces of slsters 
Tsal Jr Mlau, of Talwan, and Mlchlo, of Japan, both students at 
Four Seas College, as  they attended the 2nd Annual Aslan Blble 
Lectureshlp, In Slngapore. Both of these young slsters In Chrlst 
hope to help spread the gospel to  the lost when they return to thelr 
natlve lands. 

One of the highlights of this year's lecture program was brother 
Curtis Cates, director of Memphis School of Preaching, delivering 
two powerful lessons on "The Doctrine of Humanism" and "Can 
We All Understand the Bible Alike?" What has always impressed 
us about brother Curtis is that even though he has received his PhD 
degree, his lessons are always simple, clear and to the point, so that 
one would need help t o  mis-understand the content. Wherever he 
speaks, brother Cates becomes a favorite of all by his powerful and 
yet humble proclamation of the Word. We appreciate him taking 
the time from his super-tight schedule to  come to the Far  East and 
exhort the saints on this side of the globe. 

Other speakers on the 2 n d  Annual  ABL included brother J im 
Waldron, who continues t o  make yearly trips into India, Pakistan, 
Thailand and other Southeast Asian countries ... Chris Ward, 
missionary to  Northern Thailand, who spoke on the subject of 
"Standing on the PromisesW...John Grubb, from Taiwan, with 
whom we traveled to  attend the lectureship ... Walter and Naomi 
Pigg, and Tommy and Renee Alford. All three of these men 
delivered some very fine and crucial lessons ... 

I t  was a joy for us to  see brother Jack  Williams back out again 
this year taking part in the AnnualABL and continuing to see his 
interest in world missions growing more and more. (Just prior to  
the lectureship Jack came out to  Singapore and conducted a gospel 
meeting for the Lim Ah Pin Road church where brother Kwan 
preaches. The 39th Street congregation of Independence, Missouri, 
where Jack ministers, has the oversight of the Walter Piggs, in 
Taiwan. Jack hopes to  attend the 3rd Annual ABL next year and 
bring his entire family with him.) 

Although they have repeatedly been written to  and told not to  
come out t o  singapore aid ~ a l a i s i a  by a number of brethren, the 
Central London church. an outerowth of Crossroadism. has - 
targeted these two countries as6'ripe for the picking" for 1987. They 
are determined to come to Singapore to spread their cultic methods 
of evangelization and false doctrine of "total commitment." 
However, faithful brethren are just as  determined t o  keep them 
out. Brother WilliamS. Cline, Editor of the FirmFoundation, who 
has done a n  in-depth study on this movement, did a masterful job 
in exposing their mind-controlling tactics a s  their method of 
growing and keeping their members active. His lesson will 
immensely assist the churches in Singapore and Malaysia to  know 
what to  be on the lookout for when these false teachers arrive and 
how to deal with them. 

One thing that has always impressed us aboutBarryHatcherand 
his good wife, Melany, ever since we became acquainted with them 
in 1979, is their earnest desire as  well as their zeal to  take the gospel 
to  the lost in every nation under heaven. Although it has not 
worked out for them to become permanent co-laborers with us in 
Taiwan, as they themselves had hoped for, nevertheless they have 
been assisting the work in Southeast Asia in every other way 

possible. In addition t o  Barry's active campaigns into Jamaica 
annually where hundreds have been won t o  Christ through their 
efforts, he also spoke on the Lectureship in Singapore. 

It  was our pleasure t o  become acquainted with brother J im 
Dearman during the week of the lectureship. Jim has recently 
moved his family to  Malaysia and has begun working with the 
zealous Klang congregation. To  hear brother Charlie Chan tell 
about it, you know they are thrilled t o  have the Dearmans laboring 
with them. This fine congregation, under the guidance of brother 
Jim, will begin a preacher-training school fashioned after the 
Memphis School of Preaching in the very near future. (We 
observed during the week that Jim fits right in with the Singaporian 
and Malaysian brethren. When a challenge was issued to see who 
could eat the most "durian" in one sitting, he tied with Ira Rice 
for 2nd place, downing 24 each. However, Dorsey Traw was not 
t o  be denied 1st place, consuming 25 of those smelly, stinking 
things. Some have described eating "durian" as  if you were eating 
ice cream while standing in a sewer! No, I didn't partake of their 
evil deed, but some were carried away by their dissimulation (ha!). 
The Klang congregation will host the 3rd Annual Asian Bible 
Lectureship next year. 

It  was an honor for me to have been asked to be one of the 
speakers on this year's lecture program. My topic was "Are All 
Versions of the Bible Equally Acceptable?"Due to the tremendous 
interest in this subject, because of the many modern English 
"versions" (perversions) floating around the church worldwide, a 
copy of my manuscript was made available to  all those who 
requested it during the lectureship. I t  was a double honor for me t o  
have been asked to speak on Thursday evening as  one of the 
key-note speakers in the absence of brother Archie Luper. On this 
occasion, I spoke on "The Christian and Controversy." Both of 
these manuscripts are available upon request. Write t o  me 
directly-P. 0. Box27-114, Taichung, Taiwan, Republic of China. 

BOUND VOLUMES 
READY FOR DELIVERY 

BOUND VOLUME XVll (for 1986) has 
just got back from the ~.indery. ' 
Single Volumes are: 
(Add $ 100 Postage) $795 

ORDER FROM 
CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH 

2956 Allshore, Memphis, Tennessee 38118 

NO ONEDERIVES MORE BENEFIT tram an event of thls klnd than 
slster Baby Tan, wldow of Tan Keng Koon, who made It a polnt to  
be present for the whole thlng. In photo (above) she was llstenlng 
to the speaker wlth her characterlstlc Intent concentratlon. 
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Tommy Alford Sets Forth The History 
Leading Up To Asian Lectureship 

In case any should wonder just why it became necessary 
for faithful brethren to disassociate themselves from the 
annual Southeast Asian Missionary Workshops and to start 
having these Bible Lectureships instead, brother Tommy 
Alford, longtime missionary to Taiwan, had the following to 
say in his Newsletter of October-November, 1986: 

SECOND ANNUAL ASIAN BIBLE LECTURESHIP 
HISTORY 

Tommy Alford 

(1 980) 
It  is no secret to  those of you who live in the United States that 

uncertain doctrinal sounds and rank liberalism have been growing 
and spreading like yeast in recent years. When Joe Ruiz and I first 
arrived in Taiwan in 1979, and Taiwan hosted the missionary 
workshop in 1980 we already could see that definite problems also 
existed on the mission field. We began then to speak out against 
them, and have had to continue up to the present. In that workshop 
there were men such as Richard Ady, Philip Slate, and Enoch 
Thweatt advocating that a woman could lead her husband in 
prayer (Inter, brother Thweatt said that not only coulda woman do 
this but that a man shouldhear the prayers of his wife and children 
(which would include grown daughters). There was a joke made 
about preachers who quoted scripture and then stated the reference; 
this practice was likened t o  a quarterback calling signals t o  his 
team mates. 

In 1981 the workshop was held in Chiangmai, Thailand where 
brother Dorsey Traw has given his life for some 25 years in 
spreading the kingdom of God. But, trouble was brewing there that 
neither Dorsey nor others of us knew of a t  that time. From the 
Sunset School ojPreaching several men had moved to Bangkok, 
Thailand to start preaching and had been there a while when this 
1981 workshop took place. 

During this workshop I observed among some a jocularity, lack 
of seriousness and lack of respect for speakers. This was especially 
noticed when one speaker was giving a very strong and faithful 
exegesis of the book of Romans. There were those who did not 
attend and others who held private conversation while he was 
speaking. But when a couple of young men presented what I must 
call "testimonials," these same ones gave rapt attention. 

Also, there was a short speech by brother JohnFiskannouncing 
the establishment of The World Christian Broadcasting Company. 
This company is under a board and not a n  eldership. If it purposes 
to  d o  the work of the church in broadcasting the gospel, then 
should not it be under the oversight of a congregation? Well, I 
talked to brother Fisk, and the subject of the Highland Church of 
Christ in Abilene, Texas and Lynn Anderson came up. I knew that 
brother Lynn Anderson preached there. This is the same Lynn 
Anderson that once said the church is a big sick denomination. H e  
also has problems on the work of the Holy Spirit as  several have 
had in that congregation. Brother Fisk upheld brother Anderson, 
said he knew of no problems in brother Anderson's doctrine. Well, 
we had a "warm" discussion and I promised t o  send him some 
proof of my statements; I did, but have not heard from him to this 
day. 

Well, Joe and I left Chiangmai, and I said, in reference t o  these 
men in Bangkok, "I a m  afraid Dorsey will have some trouble with 
those men."I make n o  claim t o  be a prophet, but anybody that is 
not blind or deaf can inspect fruit. Three months Iater. Dorsey sent 
material to several of us telling us that brother   or en ~ o l l i n ~ s ~ o r t h  
had been teaching and distributing material of brother TedStewart 
of the Sunset School of Preaching. This man's doctrine on 
Marriage, Divorce, a n d  Re-marriage varies only slightly with 
JamesD. Bales'views, who teaches and has aggressively promoted 
false doctrine on this issue. 

In the last almost five years, with Loren Hollingsworth taking 

ONE OF THE BEST-PREPARED speeches ol the entlre serles was 
delivered by Tommy Alford, of Huailen, Talwan (ree above), who 
spoke on "Are the Teachings of Evolutlon Harmonlous wlth Blbie 
Doctrlne7" A reglstered pharmaclst belore attendlng and graduating 
from Bellvlew Preacher Tralnlng School of Pensacola, Florlda, back 
In the '70s, he has been worklng a s  a mlsslonary In Talwan slnce 
1979. 

BIBLE LECTURESHIPS, ol course, can be wonderful; however, for 
young mothers, they can be trylng, too. For Instance, the Tommy 
Altords brought their baby son with them from Taiwan. However, 
it was largely up to sister Alford (Renee) to look after the youngster, 
a s  shown above. 

the lead and aided by Larry Henderson, J o e  Bagby, and Kelly 
Davidson, they have divided the church in Thailand by pushing a 
doctrine that allows people to  continue in adulterous relations. 
Dorsey Traw and Ted Lingren have had t o  battle this false 
doctrine. 
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In 1980 brother Jim Waldron asked for the lectureship to be held 
in Hong Kong in 1982. Brother Jim and his co-workers began 
making plans for a workshop that would deal with things "surely 
believed among us"; it was to  be a doctrinal workshop to 
strengthen the saints in Asia. Well, we found out that these things 
were not surely believed among allof us; for just as  the time for the 
lectureship drew near we heard it was cancelled. Brother Jack 
McGee and Robert Frazier insisted that they wanted a "more 
relaxed" workshop and raised enough fuss until their co-worker, 
Jim Waldron, with great heaviness in his heart, let them have their 
way. And so another type of workshop was vamped and carried 
out. 

We did not attend this reconstructed 1982 workshop, but we 
were told that books by brother James D. Bales were passed out (or 
a t  least a n  offer was made by which brethren could receive his 
books); some of these books were those written on his views on 
marriage, divorce, and re-marriage. 

By this time it was apparent that every time these missionary 
workshops were held there would be uncertain sounds, watered 
down doctrine, and/or  false doctrine presented. I had no wish to  
attend any more of them, and so  I did not attend the 1983 
workshop in Korea. 

But, a s  the time for the 1984 workshop (which was held in 
Manila, Philippines) rolled around, several of us encouraged each 
other and decided t o  attend a t  least one more in the hopes that by 
standing for the truth we could turn around a situation that was not 
right. 

And so  it was that November of 1984 found Alan Adams and 
myself leaving Taiwan (together with Ira Rice and Archie Luper) 
and arriving in Manila. 

Several countries were represented, as  is usually the case; and the 
lectures began in earnest on Monday. And it was on Monday 
afternoon that brother Richard Rogers spoke. I think his lesson 
was one of the worst that I have ever heard preached; it was filled 
with question marks from beginning to end. At one point brother 
Rogers said words t o  the effect that we should try t o  reach out to  
denominational people by attending their devotionals and teach 
and learn from them. H e  said that this was parallel to  Paul entering 
the synagogues and preaching t o  the Jews and then said, "Isn't that 
right?" At this point I stood up and politely, but firmly, said to  
brother Rogers that it was not parallel; I said that Paul was 
speaking t o  a people of God that needed to continue in the grace of 
God (Acts 13:43) by realizing that Christ was the Messiah and 
obeying Him and His commandments. But denominational people 
have never been a people of God and cannot be until they leave that 
denomination. 

Brother Rogers argued with me a bit and then brother Billy 
Smith angrily told me t o  "sit down and let him finish." About this 
time "spontaneous singing" broke out. After they finished, brother 
Rogers thanked them and talked for another three or four minutes. 
Later, he admitted t o  Alan Adams his mistake on these two things 
being parallel. 

But, brothers and sisters, it has been two years since then and I 
still believe I was right t o  stand up. Brother Rogers' speech was 
fllled with sarcasm and question marks. If I had not stood up, my 
insides would have burst. And let me go on record saying that if any 
brother o r  sister advocates flirtation with denominationalism in 
my presence and expects me t o  keep my mouth shut, well, he is just 
expecting too much. I left the Baptist church 15 years ago, and 
there is not one single person in a denomination and in the Lord's 
church at the same time (with God's approval, that is). THEY ARE 
LOST, ON THEIR WAY TO HELL, AND WILL REMAIN S O  
UNTIL THEY REPENT. 

Then, later on during the workshop, t o  our surprise, three 
representatives of the Boston church had been invited by the 
missionaries of the Philippines t o  come and explain the "Boston 
Church Methodology." For  those of you who d o  not know, this 
Boston church is a direct result of men who were trained a t  the 
Crossroads church in Gainesville, Florida. They may have changed 
a few names, but they are still the same. 

When brother Ira Rice, Jr. (who probably has done more than 

WELL PREPARED AS ALWAYS, Walter W. Plgg, of Taipei, Talwan, 
(seeabove), was lmpresslve wlth hls dlscounes on "Christ's Perfect 
Example In Love" and "The Mission ot the Church." 

OUTSTANDING IN THE PRESENTATION of his two subjects, Dub 
McCllsh, of Denton, Texas, spoke an "Who Is Accountable to the 
New Testament?" and "Can Chrlstlans Worship God Scripturally 
Using Mechanical Instruments of Muslc?" 

any other one man t o  expose the divisive practices of Crossroads), 
myself, Dorsey Traw and Alan Adams began to question these men 
about their connection with Crossroads and their false house- 
church concept, t o  my surprise some of the other missionaries there 
(Joe Bagby, for one) began to say that they did not want t o  hear 
about all this, but rather they wanted to learn how Boston was able 
t o  convert so many people. 

I t  is a crying shame when people are more concerned with 
numbers than they are about the soundness of the teachers. 
Brethren, if we were able t o  convert 100 souls a month, it would be 
wonderful. But if the doctrine and methods are wrong, it is all in 
vain. I, for one, a m  not interested in the success of Satan; I already 
know most people will follow him, and I am sorry for it. With 
Crossroads dividing some 150-plus churches in the United States, I 
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simply cannot imagine the Philippine brethren inviting its offspring 
to "instruct evangelists on foreign fields." 

Also, during the workshop, several brethren made such 
comments as, "We have the Spirit, don't we?" And yet not one time 
did anybody explain how we have the Spirit. The Bible says we 
receive the Spirit by the hearing of faith (Galatians 3:2) and faith 
comes by the word (Romans 10:17). 

Therefore, because we loved the truth and defended it, we were 
snubbed, sneered a t  and avoided. Brother Ira Rice, Jr., in his 
periodical, made this statement, "As a result, never in all my long 
life as a gospel preacher since 1932 do  I recall more hatred and 
conflict so evident as at Manila, November 18-23,1984." 

It was evident that we could not continue t o  fellowship these 
types of missionary workshops and therefore we made plans for a 
Bible lectureship where truth-loving people could come and 
encourage and be encouraged. 

(1 985) 
And thus it was that the First Annual Asian Bible Lectureship 

was held the last few days of October, 1985 in the city of Hualien, 
Taiwan. The brethren in Taiwan worked together to host this 
lectureship with Joe Ruiz serving as  coordinator and he and his 
wife doing a lion's share of the work. 

My, but it was a pleasant change from previous years! Some of 
the speakers were Alan Adams, Tommy Alford, David Chew, 
Eddy Ee, John Grubb, Barry Hatcher, Kwan Tai Choom, Ted 
Lingren, Archie Luper, Pat McGee, Walter Pigg, Ira Rice, Dorsey 
Traw, and Jack Williams; sisters Naomi Pigg and Ola Traw spoke 
to the ladies. 

There was an emphasis on evangelism rather than an emphasis 
on relaxation. Sound doctrine was preached and there was no 
uncertain sound from the pulpit. There was no attempt t o  make 
doctrine harmonize with culture, but rather the men there believed 
that whereany given cultural practice conflicts with God's revealed 
will, then Christians must proclaim and live according t o  God's 
will. 

There was an  oneness of spirit and a desire to extend and 
contend for the faith once revealed to the saints. It  was a wonderful 
time together and plans were made for the next lectureship to be 
held in Singapore. 

(1 986) 
All that I have written above is history leading up to the Second 

Annual Asian Bible Lectureship. Two congregations in Singapore 
hosted the lectureship: Lim Ah Pin  Road  and Jurong. The 
coordinators were brethren, David Chew, EddieEe and Kwan Tai 
Choom, all of whom are off~cials in the Four Seas Bible College. 
Speakers this year included Ira Rice, Dub McClish, M. H. Tucker, 
Dorsey Traw, John Grubb, Jim Waldron, Jack Williams, Jim 
Dearman, Curtis Cates, Ray Peters, William S. Cline, John T. 
Alford, Joe Ruiz, Barry Hatcher, Ernest Underwood, Walter Pigg, 
Ed Crawford, Yeow Chin Keong, Chris Ward, and Pat  McGee. 
Sisters Melany Hatcher, Lavonne McClish, Vada Rice, and Jean 
Cline taught the ladies' classes. 

Once again all the lessons were true to the book and greatly 
encouraged us. There were visitors from 13  nations; and I think the 
lectureship was a huge success. Everything was planned well and 
everything went well except for one incident which, because of false 
teaching, came t o  pass. 

I say false teaching, not a t  the lectureship, but rather, long before 
this lectureship was envisioned. In the 60's, brethren began to 
hunger for doc-tor of theology degrees like the denominations had. 
Manv attended denominational seminaries. and some of these men 
began to think and preach like denominational people. Some of 
these men entered some of our Bible colleges and began to teach. 
The churches in Singapore have always welcomed brethren from 
the States to preach but not all of these preachers have been true to 
the Bible. As a result, over a period of time not a few brethren in 
Singapore have been influenced by false doctrine and no longer 
will endure sound doctrine. 

In recent years, Dave Hogan, son of long-time missionary t o  
Singapore, Gordon Hogan, attended the ~ a r d i n ~  GraduateSchool 
ofReligionand returned t o  Singapore. He taught in theFourSeas 

APPEARING SO TINY beslde the towerlng bulk of Ray Petem at the 
Slngapore Alrllnes tlcket counter at the Changl lnternatlonal Alrport, 
It war hard to lmaglne that rlster Baby Tan, of Singapore, the wldow 
of Tan Keng Koon, Is a glant in her own way. Not only Is she a great 
splrltual leader among the Chrldlan community In Slngapore, but 
she probably has led moresouls to Chrlst In that area than any other 
person now livlng. 

IT SEEMED LIKE every tlme you turned around at the Lectureship, 
here was another group ready to get Its plcture taken. Lett to rlght 
(above) are Barry Hatcher, Ernest and Shlrley Underwood, Jlm 
Dearman, Melany Hatcher, Curtis A. Cates and Ray Peters. All seven 
wlll remember thls event tor many years to come. 

Bible College until some of the things he was teaching came t o  the 
attention of the Board. In TheEvangelist (periodical of the college) 
he embraced the "alllife is worship"philosophy. In other words, all 
acts in our life are worship t o  God. Those who hold this view 
question the five acts of worship and ask what constitutes a 
worship assembly. Of course, it is a silly doctrine which would 
make men shaving and mothers changing diapers acts of worship 
to God. Also it would lead to everybody forsaking the assembly, 
for, since every deed in their life would be worship, then, they 
would be involved in worship wherever they were! 

Also brother Dave stated in The Evangelist, concerning Jesus' 
conversation with the woman at Jacob's well (in Johnxhapter 4), 
that the Levitical system was a cullic system and that true worship 
would never again be confined t o  time and place. He also called 
Jesus' discussion with the Samaritan woman a scandalous 
discussion. But, the truth is that there was nothing scandalous 
about the Lord's conversation with the woman. The Levitical 
system was of God; God is not the originator of cults. And if true 
worship cannot be confined t o  time and place then passages such as 
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Acts20:7, I Corinthians 16:1-2 and Hebrews10:25 and others have 
no meaning. 

Brother Dave Hogan was asked to step down as a teacher after 
consultation with him. However, he preached at the Moulmein 
Road congregation and continued to emit uncertain sounds. For 
example, he circulated material by Bruce Terry which states that 
Christians today receive the baptism ojthe Holy Spirit. 

Today, he is preaching false doctrine, whereas before he 
attended Harding Graduate School he was known to preach sound 
doctrine. His father, brother Gordon Hogan, never has been able 
to view his son as teaching falsehoods and has himself changed in 
recent years (noticed by those who have been friends with him for 
years). He resigned from being president of Four Seas College. 

I stated several paragraphs ago that everything went well in the 
2ndAnnuolAsion BibleLectureship except for one incident, which 
incident was caused by false teaching. Here is what happened: 
Brother Dorsey Traw, teaching on marriage, divorce, and re- 
marriage one night mentioned the divisive deeds of these brethren 
in Bangkok (most of whom are graduates of the Sunset Schooloj 
Preaching). He then stated that his long time friend, Gordon 
Hogan, was not in Singapore that night because he was with those 
brethren in Thailand speaking at a retreat. This is a grave problem 
inasmuch as we are not to fellowship those who have left the 
doctrine of Christ as these Bangkok brethren have done (I1 John 
9-11). 

At the end of Dorsey's speech several who are leaders of the 
Moulmein Road congregation stood up and began to take issue 
with brother Dorsey. But what brother Dorsey said was true and 
several years of hearing false teachers and false doctrine has 
corrupted the hearts of these young men who once knew the truth. 

But, as I said, I feel the 2ndAnnuolAsion Bible Lectureship was 
a marked success; and I feel that as more and more people from 

NOBODY WAS HAPPIER lo see the 2nd Annual Aslan Blble 
Lectureship wlnd down to a successful conclusion than the 
cornmlttee who put It together, coordlnated It and conducted It from 
start to flnlsh, all of whom are on the admlnlstratlon of Four Seas 
College, In Slngapore. Included on thls cornmlttee (shown left to 
right, above) were Kwan Tal Choom, dean of utudents; Davld Y. C. 
Chew, presldent; and Eddy Ee, deanlreglstrar. Future lectureships 
may beas good as thls one, but It Is hard to see how one could beany 
better1 

other nations hear of it, those who seek the fellowship of truth- 
lovers will participate. Truth always will prevail. 

- 
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Holding Fast The Faithful Word 
Goebel Murlc 

In Titus 15-9, we have the second listing of the qualifi- 1 cations of those men who are to "oversee," "feed" and 
"shepherd" the flock of God. In verse 9, Paul states these 
words: "holding to the faithful word which is according to 
the teaching, that he may be able both to exhort in thesound 
doctrine, and to convict the gainsayers." It does sound like, 
from those three things that I have emphasized from the 

I 
American Standard, that there is a certain body of truth, one 

1 that is definite, fixed, absolute, objective, and the like to 
which elders are to "hold," and for the purpose of 
"exhorting."This is further to be seen in verse 13 when Paul 
says, "...that they may be sound in the faith." Evidently, 
from verse 14 we are not to give heed to theUcommandments 
of men," who "turn away from the truth." In a very few 
verses-three to be exact-I find: (1) the faithful word, 
(2) the teaching, (3) the sound doctrine, (4) the faith, and 
(5) the truth. 

In view of the above truth, and accepting the fact that 
elders are to do as we mentioned (cf., Acts 20:28; I Peter 
51-3; and related passages), how would you personally feel 
about serving under an elder whose words are as follows 

I (please watch his attitude, yea, the ease with which he does 
not answer specifically the questions asked): 

Q. ,.And you are an elder there? 
A. Yes. 
Q. All right. Mr. I have called you here simply for the 

purpose of asking you a few questions about divorce... How 
long have you b a n  a member of the Church of Christ? 

A. Thirty-one years... 
So, you can't say that you know of a preacher who has a local 
pulpit that does not have a scriptural divorce? 
Well, of course, scriptural divorce is a variable, depending 
on which church you are in. So, that is a significant factor. 

Q. What is a scriptural divorce, as far as your congregation is 
concerned? 

A. A scriptural divorce as far as we are concerned? 
Q. Yes, sir. 

A. It's a divorce that meets the criteria that is set forth in the 
Bible. 

Q. And what criteria is that? 
A. Of course, that is interpretive. It depends on how you view 

that. Our church does not have a set policy. We use the Bible 
as our only creed, which would be the terminology that most 
people would understand. That is our only source book, and 
so we depend on the interpretation of certain scriptures that 
the Bible deals with about what constitutes a legal or 
scriptural divorce. 

Q. Well, isn't it generally considered in the brotherhood that the 
only scriptural grounds for divorce is fornication? 

A. There is certainly a large body pf people in the brotherhood 
that believe that, and theanthere are some who don't believe 
that. There are definitely two different schools of thought in 
the brotherhood on that subject. 

Q. Well, what is the school of thought at the - Church 
of Christ? 

A. As I already stated, we have mnny people that deal with this 
issue in the church at and there are several dU- 
ferent viewpoints about it. The Bible is generally specific in 
those areas, according to our ability to interpret it, and there 
are varied viewpoints abobt this area and... 

Q. Have you reached a decision on it? 
A. We do not have a published decision, no, at - other 

than what the Bible says. We use simply the Bible as our 
source document. 

Q. What about your personal viewpoint? 
A. My personal viewpoint? 
Q. Yes. 
A. Well, I am not the judge in this case. 
Q. I am not asking you to judge the case. I am just asking for 

your personal viewpoint on scripturai grounds for divorce. 
A. Well, generally, it depends upon the circumstances. I am 

certainly not aware of all the circumstances here, so y w  will 
have to give me a set of circumstances, and then I would be 
able to give you my opinion. 

Q. Well, let me just ask you, is there any other basis for a 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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Holding Fast The Faithful Word 
[Continued from Page 1 ) 

scriptural divorce, in your opinion, other than fornication or 
adultery? 

A. Well, again, it would depend on the set of circumstances. I 
thlnk there could be, yes. 

Q. Is it not true that the - congregation, in general is 
considered a liberal congregation in its beliefs, or a per- 
missive congregation? 

A. I don't think so, no... 
Q. How long have you been an elder? 
A. Ten yeus... 
It is hard to believe that we have elders today who do not 

even know what a scriptural divorce is! I had never stopped 
to think that the message of the Master was (I) interpretive, 
(2) scriptural divorce to be a "variable,"(3) depending upon 
"which church" you are in, (4) that it is a "significant" 
factor, (5) that a church did not have a "set policy,"(6) the 
Bible is to be used as a "source document,"(7) that we are 
evidently to go by a particular "school of thought," (8) the 
Bible is "generally specific" about it, (9) elders are to be 
"judges" of varied viewpoints, and (10) a scriptural divorce 
depends upon "the circumstances!" 

If Matthew 5:31-32 and Matthew 19:3-9 are part of the 

"faithful word," "the teaching," "the sound doctrine," "the 
faith," and "the truth," and an elder is to"ho1d this forth,"it 
gives me great difficulty, too, in trying to "comprehend" the 
above. What other "circumstances" to a "scriptural"divorce 
could there be other than "fornication" (in the light of the 
above discussion)? Is a "legal" divorce the same as a 
"scriptural" divorce? It surely makes me wonder! How cana 
man be an elder for ten years and not know of Matthew 
532 "...saving for the cause of fornication..." and Matthew 
19:9, "...except for fornication...'? 

Brethren, if we did not "go beyond what is written" (cf., I 
Cor. 4:6) and respected "the silence" (cf., I Peter 4:11; 
Deuteronomy 42;  12:32; 18:20), what would be the Bible's 
criteria for a scriptural divorce from the lips of the Master 
himself? If an elder (?) is not able to figure this out, how can 
he "hold forth the faithful word," "exhort in the sound 
doctrine," have the sheep to be "sound in the faith," and 
keep the flock from being "turned away from the truth'? 
Indeed, we are facing a very critical crisis in our leadership. 
God help them to "hold forth the faithful word," and never 
flinch a muscle when it comes to making known the truth 
about "a scriptural divorce!" 

-51 14 Montclair 
Colleyville, Texas 76034 

Which Version Of The Bible Is Best To Use? 
Bruce R. 

On July 13, 1986, an article appeared in the McGregor 
Messenger, the bulletin of the McGregor Boulevard Church 
of Christ, Fort Myers, Florida, written by their minister, 
Randy Simmons. 

In this article and on the front of the bulletin in his 
column, "Just Between Us", brother Simmons defended his 
use of the New International Version. Upon reading the 
article, I immediately wrote to brother Simmons challenging 
him to make some defense for the NZV. On July 19, he 
replied, declining to make any effort to defend his complete 
acceptance and endorsement of the NZV, stating that "the 
consensus of the leadership was that it would be fruitless to 
engage ina debate over the versions, though we feel we could 
easily defend the use of the NZV." 

Now, in view of the fact that brother Simmons has refused 
to defend his use of the NZV, even though he thinks hecould 
easily do so, we take this opportunity to publish for the 
brotherhood and the reading public, his original articles, I 

r our critique of the NIV, our letter, and finally his reply, 
along with some further comments and observations. 

BROTHER SIMMONS' ARTICLES: 
To all the members of the McGregor Boulevard church, a 

congregation of some 350 members, Simmons had the 
following to say about the NZV: 

'Now that our teens are using the NIV Student Bible, allow me 
to plug the NIV study Bible for our adults. Since we use the NIV 

I primarily in our classes and assemblies, the purchase of a new 
NIV Study Bible would be a good investment. The NIV Study 
Bible has been on the market less than a year, but has gained 
wide acceptance. The study notes were written specifically for 
the NIV by the translators of the NIV Bible. THIS IS MY 
FAVORITE BIBLE AMONG ALL THE ONES I HAVE 
EVER OWNED." (Emphasis mine, BRC.) 

Curd 

"I am often asked,'Which Version of the Bible is best to use? On 
page 2 of this bulletin, you will flnd my respon se....' 
Now follows the article: 
"There is no simple answer to this question. I would need to ask 
two questions: 'Best for whom?'and 'Best for what?' This may 
well be an age when multiple versions are needed. A version that 
is'best'for a child just learning to read is certainly not'best'for a 
college person. For Instance, the Children's International 
Version, by Sweet Publishers, is outstanding for children in the 
1st-8th grades. A Bible that is 'best' for committed Christians 
may not be'best' for non-Christians who are curious about the 
Word of God but not familiar with archaic language. 

"It seems to be that two criterion stand out above all others in 
determining which version is best for use and/orstudy. First, is 
it accurate? Many versions of thC Bible that are popular today 
are not translolions, but are Waphrases. The Living Bible, for 
instance, is one man's (Kenneth Taylor) paraphrase. The 
greatest danger in a paraphrase is substituting the modern 
writer's own opinions for the actual teaching of the Scriptures. 

"The second criterion I would use is reahbility. It must use 
words that are understandable to the reader. This of course, is 
the major problem with the widely used and beloved, King 
James Versjon. For all of its literary beauty, it is hopeles~ly out 
of date for the younger generation. The KJV may still speak to 
the Bible lover of the older generation who is familiar with its 
16th Century English, but for many English-speaking people, 
its language has become almost a foreign tongue. There is grave 
danger that continued use of the KJV may give modem man, 
particularly the unaaved man, the impression that tbe Bible 
belongs to another age, and that it is irrelevant to the 20th and 
21st Centuries. 

"So, these two criterions, accuracy and readtrbitity, seem to me 
to be the best way to choose a version of the Bible. My personal 
order of preference based on these two criterions are: New 
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International Version, New American Standard, American 
Standcud, RevisedStandard, New King James, King James and 
Twentkth Century New Testament. I also like Philiips 
Translation for study, but the above seven are the most 
accurate, in my opinion." 

MY REPLY AND CRITIQUE OF NIV 
Dear Randy, I have met you only briefly once when a 

number of us were recording introductions for the Amazing 
Grace Bible Class a t  the NBC Studios in Fort Myers. I was 
at that time minister of the church in Port Charlotte, 
Florida. 

I was shocked to read your editorial in the McGregor 
bulletin of July 13 which you entitled "Which Version of The 
Bible is Best to Use?" Your "plug" for the NIV on your 
bulletin cover and this article shows clearly how far some 
brethren have departed from the truth into the camp of 
liberalism. I, too, am a product of David Lipscomb College, 
but I have not gone so far as to endorse or in any way to 
recommend a perversion such as the NIV. I think it is the 
worst of the entire lot of so-called translations that has come 
from the presses in recent years. 

As to your two criterion in determining which version(s) 
to use you mention accuracy and readability. Let us look 
first at readability by comparing a few sample passages from 
NIV and the KJV versions. 
1. Ephesians 6:4 (NIV)"Fathers, do not exasperate your children; 

instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the 
Lord." 
Ephesians 6:4 (KJV) "And ye fathers, provoke not your 
children: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord." 

2. Romans 10:9,10 (NIV) "That if you confess with your mouth, 
Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart, that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that 
you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you 
confess and are saved." 
Romans 10:9,10 (KJV) "That if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation." 

3. Matthew 7:14 (NIV) "But small is the gate and narrow the road 
that leads to life, and only a few find it." 
Matthew 7:14 (KJV) "Because strait is the gate and narrow is 
the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." 

4. I Corinthians 16:l (NIV) "On the first day of every week, each 
one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his 
income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will 
hrve to be made." 
I Corinthians 16:2 (KJV) "Upon the first day of the week let 
every one of you lay by him in store, as God has prospered him, 
that there be no gatherings when I come." 

5. I1 Corinthians 7:l (NIV) "Since we have these promises, dear 
friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contami- 
nates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for 
God." 
I1 Corinthians 7:l (KJV) "Having therefore these promises, 
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the 
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." 

Even a casual reading of these passages will show to the 
candid student of the Scriptures that the KJV is much more 
readable than the NIV. And clearly the NIV k n o t  a trans- 
lation but a poor paraphrase. 

Of course it is freely admitted by those of us who defend 
the KJV that there are some difficult statements and a few 
archaic terms therein, but this does not mean that this grand 

old book is to be relegated to the trash heap. That is why 
Paul admonishes all of us to study. (I1 Timothy 2: 15) A 
careful study will make most passages crystal clear. 

Now, let us consider the matter of the accuracy of the 
NIV. I should like to point out a few of its rankest and 
grossest errors along with a few questions, for your 
consideration. 

1. NIV teaches the use of Instrumental Music in Christian 
Worship. In Ephesians 5:19 it reads, "Sing and make music 
in your heart to the Lord." This is not translating, it is 
interpretation, no less. Randy, how would you answer a 
Christian Church preacher who quotes this verse to you? 

2. NIV teaches Calvinism. Original sin, a basic tenet of 
Calvinism literally leaps out from the pages of this infamous 
travesty. (Psalms 5 15). In Romans chapters 7 and 8, the term 
"sinful nature" (a Calvinist term) is used a t  the least nine 
times, not one of which is the correct rendering of the Greek 
original. How would you answer this to an  avid Calvinist? 

3. NIV teaches Pentecostalism. I Corinthians 12: 13 has 
one drinking the Spirit. Galatians 3:2 has one receiving the 
Spirit at  the hearing process. I1 Thessalonians 2: 13 has one 
saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and belief of 
the truth. The Pentecostal practice of "testifying" is taught 
at I Corinthians 2 1 ,  where the phrase "testimony about 
God" is substituted for "testimony of God." Randy, how 
would you answer all of this when the Bible (?) you 
recommend so highly teaches such? How would you answer 
an Oral Roberts regarding these matters? Why not be 
content with a Bible such as the KJV that has been tried and 
tested in the crucibles of debate? 

4. NIV teaches Premillennialism. It substitutes the word 
"time" for "hour" in John 528. This change is a forerunner 
to other passages which teach the theory openly. I 
Corinthians 13: 10 has had the "neuter" things replaced by 
the NIV with a state of being with the changing of "perfect" 
to "perfection." How would you deal with this matter in a 
discussion with Jimmy Swaggert or Ha1 Lindsay? Either 
man would "eat you up!" It would have miracles (Pente- 
costalism) remaining until a state of perfection (a premil- 
lennial kingdom) arrives: Ephesians 4:13 in the NIV 
strengthens their case for premillennialism with the use of 
the phrase "until we reach, unity by faith" instead of the 
"unity of the faith." One implies a state reached while the 
other shows it to be the completion and avairability of the 
faith-the gospel system. While I Corinthians 13:lO and 
Ephesians 4:13 look for a Utopian paradise on earth, the 
NIV in Ephesians 1: 10 cleqrly states this to  be when "the 
times will have reached their fulfillment." 

5. NIV teaches salvation by faith only. It changes the 
word "shou1d"from the subjunctive to"shall", the absolute, 
in John 3: 16. It is more bold in Romans 1:16,17, and states 
that "in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a 
righteousness that is by faith from first to last ..." Thus 
clearly the doctrine of faith only. Romans 10:lO says that 
faith justifies and confession saves per NIV, a thing the 
apostle never dreamed of teaching. How would you answer 
this in dealing with a shrewd Baptist debater? 

6. NIV repudiates Mark 16:9-20 by putting it into a 
paragraph separated from the rest of the chapter. Its 
justification for doing so, "The two most reliable manu- 
scripts do not have Mark 16:9-20." But, if any (even one) 
reliable manuscript contains the passage, why turn infidel by 
questioning the genuineness of the passage as NIV has done? 
The facts are that the two BEST manuscripts do NOT 
question the text. These so-called BEST manuscripts have 
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THEMSELVES been questioned by scholars for years. 
7. There are literally hundreds of other passages in the 

NIV that have been garbled, twisted, distorted and other- 
wise doctored by these super-perverters of truth. If anyone 
desires to see them they are available and this scribe will be 
happy to give the sources. 

Weare made to wonder how you or anyone else would be 
able to take the NIV and refute the doctrines of Calvinism, 
Pentecostalism, premillennialism, instrumental music in 
worship, or faith only, when your opponent could take in 
hand the NIV and show easily and clearly these doctrines to 
be taught therein. In view of such perversion of divine truth, 
it is incomprehensible that any gospel preacher (?), elder, 
Bible teacher, Christian college or religious bookstore, in 
our great brotherhood would promote, indorse and/ or sell 
such a book. 

VARIOUS AND SUNDRY ERRORS 

In addition to the above errors in the NIV, we would point 
out others for your consideration. 

1. NIV in Matthew 7: 17, contradicts itself in Ephesians 
2: 15. In the former it has the law NOT abolished; in the latter 
the law is abolished. 

2. Ezekiel 19:20 in the NIV contradicts Psalm 515. 
3. John 1: 14-18 is very unclear with the bracket around 

the word "son" and is very confusing. 
4. John 175 fails to give the correct meaning of the 

original eternal glory Christ was asked to be "reclothed" 
with. 

5. Acts 1035 detracts from the great doctrine of the 
righteousness of God that is emphasized in the Scriptures. 

6. Romans 3:25 misleads concerning past sins and would 
indicate that they went unpunished altogether contrary to 
Old Testament examples (cf., Hebrews 10:28-3 1; I Corin- 
thians 10: 1-12). Surely a contradiction! 

7. Romans 1:5 has "obedience to the faith" in the KJV 
changed to "obedience that comes from faith."Paul was not 
discussing a personal faith in Romans 15.  

8. I Corinthians 16:2 is mutilated and grossly unclear 
concerning giving. 

9. Acts 10:48 leaves the matter open to all kinds of 
quibbles as to the nature of Peter's instruction concerning 
baptism and takes away the apostles'command to Cornelius 
and his household. 

10. I1 Corinthians 135 is one of many examples of a 
serious paraphrase error. 

11. Colossians 2:9 is made to conform to Oneness 
Pentecostal doctrine. 

12. In I Peter 3:18-20, the NIV places a time distinction 
between the disobedient and the preaching that was done to 
them which would imply the sectarian theory that Christ 
went into hell in some fashion to preach to the spirits sent 
there from a past age. 

13. NIV leaves off "only" from the phrase "only begotten" 
in several passages. Such is irresponsible! 

14. Word changes detract from the text such as substi- 
tuting "marital unfaithfulness" for "adultery" in Matthew 
532 and Matthew 19:9. Such causes the passages to lose 
their force and power. 

15. NIV substitutes the word "small" for "strait" in 
Matthew 7:14 and changes the thought altogether. 

16. The substitution of "very words" for "oracles" in 
Romans 3:2 and I Peter 4:11 seriously detract from the 
intent of the passages. 

17. In Romans 331, the NIV has us upholding the law 

while the KJV uses the word "establish" which beautifully 
represents the original. 

18. NIV ignores the two different Greek words in Ephesians 
4:26 properly translated "anger" and "wrath". 

19. Ephesians 6:4 has "exasperate" instead of "provoke". 
Such detracts greatly. Talk about "readability!" 

The preceding is but a sampling of the myriads of errors 
that fill the pages of the NIV. There are literally hundreds of 
other inconsistencies, ambiguities, mistranslations, gram- 
matical and sentence structure errors and blunders found 
throughout this book, making it totally unworthy of study 
and recommendation. 

We have now shown that the NIV is neither more readable 
nor more accurate than is the KJV. In fact the very opposite 
is so clear that the matter is academic. This we have 
demonstrated for all to see. 

You wrote, "The greatest danger in a paraphrase is 
substituting the modern writer's own opinions for the actual 
teaching of the Scriptures." Why, brother, that is exactly 
what NIV has done! Absolutely so, yet you seem unwilling 
to see it. What is Romans 10:9,10 but paraphrase? And I 
Corinthians 16: 1,2? And Acts 10:48? 

Further, as to the matter of readability, I have read the 
KJV all of my life and have taught my children to do the 
same. None of us are scholars, but we have not found the 
KJV so difficult. But when people like yourself keep telling 
our young folk that they can't understand the KJV, then 
they will turn to something else, not because it is inferior or 
outdated, but because someone they trust tells them so. 

To write as you do that the KJV is"hope1essly out of date 
for the younger generation-is to completely debunk the best 
and most accurate of all the translations that have come 
down to us. It matters not how often you speak of it as the 
"beloved King James Version."It is still nothing more than a 
back number to you. The aspersions you cast against this 
great version in your third paragraph are truly lamentable 
and tragic. I never thought that I would ever see such from 
the pen of a gospel (?) preacher. But hardly anything shocks 
me today. 

NIV is the worst of the bad. Why? A Pentecostal 
organization (Zondervan) has skillfully and subtly woven 
some serious doctrinal error irlto their commentary which is 
only a masquerade of a new translation. All of this error can 
be successfully combatted by the Scriptures which have been 
faithfully translated in the King James and American 
Standard Versions of the Bible. These two versions have 
helped the church withstand fhlse doctrines that have 
knocked on our doors before and will continue to help us 
guard against those same errors if we will but use them. But 
if men like yourself continue to advocate the use of such 
Satanic missals as the NIV and others while the KJV and 
ASV are either debunked or relegated to library research 
shelves, then the rising generation will not have the reliable 
tools with which to fight error. Then it will be a sad day in 
Zion! May God grant that it will not be so. 

It is my sincere prayer that you will restudy this matter 
and repudiate the NIV and all other false versions for what 
they are. It is sad that the McGregor elders will not study this 
matter and advise you accordingly. If I should even hint at 
endorsing and promoting NIV in the local congregation, I 
would soon be on my way. That is as it should be. 

I hope that you will reply to this letter. I will promise to 
answer you every time. Defend what you have written about 
NIV. I will show you wrong at every turn. We shall see. 

May God help all of us who presume to be teachers of His 
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Word to be faithful in that teaching and present only the 
pure gospel of Christ to a lost world, knowing that a heavier 
judgment awaits us. (James 3: 1). 

In Christian Love, 
Signed: 

Bruce R. Curd 

BROTHER SIMMONS' REPLY 
I did not have to  wait long for a reply from brother 

Simmons. On July 29th this letter came, and I quote it in 
full, as follows: 

"Dear Bruce, I received your letter on Friday and ran copies of it 
for each of the elders so that we could discuss it at our meeting on 
July 28. The unanimous consensus of the leadership was it would 
be fruitless to engage in a debate over the versions, though we feel 
we could easily defend the use of the NIV. You stnted,'I will show 
you wrong at every turn'. If that is your position from the 
beginning, then we feel it would be a one-sided discussion, rather 
than an open-minded, scholarly discussion. 

"Jack P. Lewis, one of our brethren, worked on the translation 
committee for the NIV. Obviously, none of our brethren worked 
on the KJV translation. We suggest that you refer criticisms of the 
NIV to Brother Lewis in Memphis. He is a true scholar, whereas 
you, me, Wallace and Taylor are not. 

"I am sorry that you made your attack personal by questioning 
whether or not I was a 'gospel (?) preacher.' We usually do better by 
leaving thew judgments to God. 

"We wish you success in preaching the saving gospel to the lost in 
Quincy. As John wrote, "Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy 
good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is 
gefflng along well.' (111 John 2). May God bless you. 

In His Precious Name, 

Signed: Randy Simmonsw 

COMMENTS ON THE LETTER 
I wish to thank brother Simmons for his response to my 

letter and the forthright and kindly manner in which he 
wrote. This is to  his credit and what we had expected. 
Nevertheless he has obstinately refused to  defend the NIV 
which he so avidly upholds and recommends to the 
congregation where he preaches, even though he thinks that 
"we could easily defend the use of the NIV." And his elders 
support him in his refusal. SAD, SAD! 

In earlier correspondence I had referred to  brother Foy E. 
Wallace, Jr's masterful exposure of the NIV and to Robert 
Taylor's splendid work on the same subject. Respectively 
those works are, "An Evaluation of The New International 
Version and "Challenging Dangers of Modern Versions". 
Brother Simmons responded in part by stating that "Jack P. 
Lewis, one of our brethren, worked on the translation 
committee for the NIV ... He is a true scholar, whereas you, 
me, Wallace (meaning Foy E., Jr.) and Taylor (meaning 
Robert R., Jr.) are not." 

Well, that is brother Simmons little ipse dixit. He himself 
has said it and it is quite an arbitrary and dogmatic 
statement. 

In the first place, even though brother Lewis' name does 
appear on the translation committee of the NIV, all of us 
know that he had little part in the translation itself. His 
position was mostly advisory to say the least and this does 
not offer one whit of proof as to  his credibility as a scholar. 
Moreover, brother Lewis is on record as saying that there 
are weaknesses in the NIV and that there is an inclination 
toward paraphrasing. Actually this is an understatement of 
the matter. 

As to  the "deep" scholarship of brother Lewis. let us see. 

In 1983 he wrote a series of three articles in the Harding 
Graduate School of Religion Bulletin. In the third of that 
series Lewis gives a blanket statement to the effect that all 
English versions now available teach that Isaiah 7:14 is a 
predictive prophecy of the virgin birth and anyone who 
thinks differently just does not know what he is talking 
about. 

In commenting on this statement the scholarly Robert R. 
Taylor, Jr.", wrote, "It would doubtless be of intense interest 
to  hear some of the modernistic translators of English 
Versions such as RSV, NEB, TEV, etc. who thought they 
had ridded Isaiah 7:14 of that detestable virgin birth 
doctrine (their view of it-not mine a t  all) to  learn how 
mistaken they were ..." (Challenging Dangers of Modern 
Versions, Second Edition, pp. 304,305). Not only does 
brother Taylor take brother Lewis to  the proverbial wood- 
shed in some 38 pages in his exceptionally fine book and in 
his other writings as well, but so also have other brethren 
such as Roy Deaver, Bobby Duncan and Hugo McCord. 

Brother Taylor also wrote, "Brother Lewis has quite a 
reputation for making statements on controversial matters 
that strongly appear to  be from the top of his head and not 
well thought through at  all." ([bid.). Is such a scholarly 
characteristic? Have brethren Wallace and Taylor ever been 
accused of so doing? Where will one find a single example of 
such anywhere in either of their voluminous writings? 

Yet neither of these great and good men are scholars, per 
brother Simmons. We shall let intelligent brethren draw 
their own conclusions. 

In the second place, Simmons asked that I refer any 
further criticisms I have of NIV to  Jack P. Lewis rather than 
to  himself. Well, brother Simmons, you are the one who is 
making the present defense of NIV-not Jack P. Lewis. 
You, along with your elders, feel that you can "easily defend 
the use of the NIV." Then why refer us to  a scholar? You 
ought to  be willing to either put up or shut up! Let brother 
Jack P. Lewis fight his own battles and youattend to  yours. 

Brother Simmons charged me with attacking him person- 
ally by questioning whether or not he was a gospel preacher. 
Well, it is the hit dog that howls! Anyone-preacher, 
scholar, elder, college, bookstore, Qr brotherhood magazine- 
that would endorse, uphold or commend in any way a 
perverse book such as the NIV is not a true preacher, 
scholar, elder, or whatever, of the gospel of Christ. I would 
much rather defend the Baptist Manual or the Methodist 
Discipline for they do  contain many references to a good 
translation of the Bible. 

Our respondent closed his good letter by wishing us 
success in our preaching and by quoting 111 John 2 from the 
NIV which reads, "Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy 
good health and that all may go well with you, even as your 
soul is getting along well." But even here the NIV rendering 
is a paraphrase for neither of the words "philos" or 
"hetairos", usually translated "friend", is found in the text. 
Remember that brother Simmons himself wrote, "The 
greatest danger in a paraphrase is substituting the modern 
writer's own opinions for the actual teaching of the 
Scriptures". Brother Simmons. NIV is indeed the culprit! 

CONCLUSION 
The NIV has been a sore disappointment as  a translation. 

Even worse is the fact that it is a book of errors and not a 
genuine translation. The inimitable and very scholarly Guy 
N. Woods has said, "It is shot through with errors". It  is t o  
be regretted that young men like brother Simmons and some 
older men alike, have been caught up in the rapture of 
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defending such unworthy publications as the NIV while a t  
the same time they have virtually relegated such tried and 
true vesions as the "beloved King James Version" and the 
American Standard Version to the dust heap of oblivion and 
archaism. 

Which version should one use? For us the answer is simple 
indeed! The KJV is the very best for all people-for the 
child; for the college student; for the committed Christian (is 
there any other kind?); and best for the non-Christian as 
well. The version that is best for all men to read and study is 
the version that is most nearly a faithful reproduction of the 
original. And no man has yet shown that the KJV is not that 
volume. 

It is our prayer that all men will work diligently to know 
only the truth which alone can make them free. (John 
8:31,32). -223 East Jefferson Street 

Quincy, Florida 32351 

BOOK, CHAPTER 
AND 

VERSE, PLEASE! 
Harold Blgham 

Peter said, "If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles 
of God." (I Peter 4:ll). Brethren, it is time for the faithful 
child of God to demand from the digressives a "Thus saith 
the Lord9'for their many deviations that have surfaced from 
the very mind of Satan himself. Let us notice some of these 
deviations and innovations that have surfaced among the 
brotherhood and demand from the liberals and digressives 
to give us book, chapter, and verse, please! 

Give us book, chapter and verse, please, for the "divided 
assembly," "children's worship hour" or "junior worship"! 
Where is the authority for dividing the assembly to 
accommodate the youth of any age group? Give us just one 
verse, please! In Hebrews 10:25, the writer states, "Not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves TOGETHER." In I 
Corinthians 11:33, the writer states, "Wherefore, my 
brethren, when ye come TOGETHER to eat, tarry one for 
mother". Does the word "together" mean "divided" or 
"separated'? Anyone can readily see the difference! 

Give us book, chapter and verse, please, for the false 
doctrine of "all grace and no law." Where is the scripture- 
just one scripture-that states that we are under grace and 
not under law at the same time? May we remember that the 
grace that comes from God cannot and does not contradict 
the commands that come from Christ. The Bible teaches 
about grace (John 1: 17; Ephesians 2:4-8; Titus 3:7: Romans 
3:24)-but it is not grace only! The Bible teaches about the 
law of Christ (Romans 3:27; 8:2; Galatians 6:2; James 1:25). 
We meet the grace of God by obeying the law of Christ. 
(Ephesians 28-10). 

Give us book, chapter and verse, please, for the false 
doctrine that "all we do after baptism is worship!" Is it 
worship when mankind curses? Is it worship when men and 
women commit fornication? Is it worship when we hunt, 
fish, or have recreation? Of course, not! 

Worship and service are not synonyms. For example: 
David served his own generation but he did not worship it 
(Acts 13:36). Jesus Christ came to minister unto(serve) man 
but he did not worship man (Matthew 20:28); the angels 
minister or serve but they do not worship man (Hebrews 

1: 14). In John 4:24, it is recorded,"God is a Spirit; and they 
that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth." 

Give us book, chapter and verse, please, for the false 
doctrine of separating "gospel and doctrine!" Those who 
advocate this state that the gospel is for the world and 
doctrine is for the church. It is a revival of an old error that 
Ketcherside majored in which states that we teach the 
church and not the world and we preach to the world and 
never preach to Christians. The revival of this terrible 
doctrine would allow and permit the exclusion of disfellow- 
ship. (I1 John 9-1 1). The liberals would teach that the 
doctrine is made up merely of the deity of Christ and not the 
teaching of Christ. By teaching such a falsehood, it allows 
room to fellowship the false teacher, as long as he doesn't go 
against the deity of Christ (birth, death, resurrection). Such 
is absurd! Is the apostles' doctrine (Acts 2:42) speaking of 
their life or their teaching? The gospel of Christ and the 
doctrine of Christ mean the very same thing. (Acts 528; 
17:19; 13:7-12; I Timothy 6:3). 

Many other things, such as the perversions (Galatians 
1:6-9), the pseudo-unity movement which is based upon 
"unity-in-diversity", the invitations extended to false 
teachers to be on lectureships that for so many years 

! 
opposed and exposed the teachings of false teachers are just i 

a few more things that faithful and sound brethren are 3 
pleading for the digressives and liberals to give book, 
chapter, and verse for their actions! 

The problem is a leaving of the word of God and a 
cleaving to man's authority and man's desires. May we ever 
be humble before the God of heaven and desire to follow his 
word and teach it to others. "And whatsoever ye do in word 
or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God and the Father by him." (Colossians 3: 17). 

-5.56 Spryfield Road 
Jackson, Mississippi 39212 

- 
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- BIBLE DISTRIBUTION IN CH .INA ? Continued 
An effort of this nature is bound to have difficulties and 
s d  b ~ k s ;  specially with Satan lurking about as he does. 
They are presently five months behind their printing 
shedule, The greatest set back was the recent cancellation 
~f their printing with the Sino-British Printing Corporation 
in &ijing China, The printing company, at the last minute 
bar;k& out on their contract because of religious content 
in ththe k o k ,  This was supposedly due to a denominational 
@sacker making claims of being able to do things in China 
- such as print Bibles - and raising some three million dollars 
throwk the PTL Club. When word got back to China they 
denied giving such permission and therefore put a fear in 
Eke printing companies from printing anything religious and 

., losing their license. Brother Yocum, after talking with some 
a b r  printing companies in China says he believes they are 
"'still on the right track? 

If able to carry out their plans and if the proper follow-up 
work can be done I believe this could truly be a blessing in 
haking contacts and teaching God's word to lost souls in 
Chba, These brethren are to be commended for stepping 
alat on hith and for all of the hard work they have put into 
thb effort. Let us all pray, fervently for this effort, that it 
wiU come to fruition and bring many lost souls into the 
kingdom of our dear Lord. 

Another effort to provide Bibles and Bible study materials 
6 r  the lost in China has been done successful~y during the 

past few years. During this1 time my family and I, Chinese 
brethren from Hong brig, the Tuckers and other 
missionaries in Hong Kong have taken Bibles and study 
materials to individuals we were studying with. I have made 
nineteen trips myself, carrying Bibles into mainland Cbb$, 
Together we have taken into China about 3,000 Bibles, just 
a handful compared to the population, and many more 
thousand tracts and Bible study booklets which we print 
ourselves in Hong Kong. One Thousand of the Bibles we 
took in were sent north to some of the "underground" or 
"house" churches we were trying to make contact with, The 
others were distributed to and by personal friends we mad@ 
ourselves in China. Many of the Bibles I took in w&e 
distributed by two Christians I baptized four and a half years 
ago. 

In connection with the foregoing article on BIBLE 

1 
DISTRIBUTION IN CHINA, the following information 
from the 7th & Beech church of Christ, in Durant, 
Oklahoma, has just come to our hand. It would have been a 
lot easier just to photo-reproduce exactly what they said; 
however, we noted that they had, of all things, copyrighted 
it! Therefore, instead of quoting from it, to avoid infringing 
on their copyright well have to just paraphrase what they 
said. 

I Writing under date of 21 October 1986 under the heading 
of CAMPAIGN FOR CHINESE BILLION-REPORT, 
and addressing their remarks to contributors to said 

, I 
campaign, they rehearsed having sent out certain informa- 

1 tion in December, 1985, with regard to something they 
called Campaign For The Chinese Billion. 

They said that response to their appeal had been most 
I 

generous, and that they had informed contributors they 
would not ask for further funds until the initial 200,000 
Chinese Bibles had been printed and distributed. 

They further mentioned having anticipated many 
problems in connection with their plan-which they had. 
However, they reported that said problems had been solved 
and that they were continuing forward with their proposal. 

Nevertheless, their copyrighted statement continued, they 
had met with a problem in their set-up right here in the U.S. 
that they had not expected. They recounted how the two 
men primarily connected with something called INTER- 
NATIONAL BIBLE TRANSLATORS that the 7th & 
Beech brethren had judged to be central to their effort 
(Stanley Morris and Lynn Yocum, president and co-owner, 
respectively, of I.B.T.) had feared that the original contracts 
inside China had fallen through and that it was necessary for 
them to return to China to put a new contract together that 

the printing of Chinese Bibles might proceed. According to 
the statement, when Morris and Yocum returned to China, 
they found that such was the case and that they were having 
to work out a contract with a different agency inside China. 

Upon their reporting that the new contract had been 
worked out, the statement says, Morris informed 7th & 
Beech, from China, that $175,000.00 must be put into his 
hands in China that the initial print-order of 200,000 Bibles 
might proceed. The elders decided, after thinking it over, to 
send that amount to Morris,.emphasizing to him, however, 
the seriousness of being responsible for such a sum. They 
said that Morris assured them that he understood the trust 
that was being accorded him and that he accepted personal 
responsibility for how these funds would be applied, using 
no more than the minimvm required to activate the 
contract. 

When Morris and Yocum got back from China, 7th & 
Beech said Morris declared that, with the assistance of an 
American businessman (evidently stationed inside China), 
they had succeeded in signing a new contract and that the 
printing of the Bibles was to start at once. However, that 
instead of leaving the whole $175,000.00 that had been sent 
from 7th & Beech, only $75,000.00 had been put into the 
hands of the Chinese agency that the printing process might 
begin, thus leaving $100,000.00 that he had brought back 
with him from China. At Morris's instance, he had been 
permitted by the elders to deposit this $100,000.00 difference 
in a New York branch of the Bank of China, to facilitate the 
easy transfer of funds to China, when the China side called 
for the rest of their money after finishing production of this 
initial order of Bibles. The elders say that Morris agreed 
repeatedly to leave the rest of the money untouched without 
their prior approval. 
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Since 7th & Beech had been assured that the printing of 
the Bibles would be underway by then, Ken Stegall and Dr. 
Joe Wiley journeyed to China in the first part of September 
to check on the progress being made. Upon their return and 
reporting that whereas they felt the printing probably 
would be done sometime later, but that no printing actually 
had been done up to that point, the 7th & Beech elders 
decided that the $100,000.00 difference would not be 
required soon in China; so they asked Morris to return this 
amount to them. They were upset when, instead of returning 
the money, Morris wrote that he was KEEPING the 
$100,000.00. They said that he also neither accepted their 
telephone calls nor replied to their Telex inquiries for several 
days. 

Furthermore, they reported that Morris, as the one in 
whose name the Chinese translation was being held, had 
written to the aforementioned American businessman in the 
China mainland granting him full control of the production 
and dissemination of the proposed New Testament therein. 

Having been unable to make contact with Morris either 
by telephone or Telex, an elder (Charles Villines) and a 
deacon (Dr. Joe Wiley), both of 7th & Beech, flew 
September 19,1986, to visit him in person in Connecticut- 
unannounced. Although he did go with them to a hotel 
room and discussed with them throughout the night, they 
said that we would not answer as to the whereabouts of the 
$100,000.00 or whether it (either in whole or in part) had 
been spent. They said he contended that since the 7th & 
Beech elders had conveyed the money to him, they (the 7th & 
Beech elders) had no further accountability for its disposi- 
tion-also that neither he nor Yocum had been sufficiently 
paid for their work regarding the undertaking. (In a special 
note, the 7th & Beech elders stated that canceled checks 
showed that more than $182,000.00 had been paid to 
Morris's and Yocum's companies over the previous four 
years for expenses incurred in translation-also that this 
was in addition to the $175,000.00 conveyed to Morris in 
China, per foregoing.) 

Expressing complete disillusionment, the 7th & Beech 
elders and Ken Stegall, who directed the "Campaign for the 
Chinese Billion", declared that they no longer could 
continue working either with Morris or Yocum. Having 
themselves poured over $130,000.00 into the project, they 
said that the 7th & Beech congregation still desires greatly to 
make the Bible available to the people of China-that they 
had prayed and worked to this end for five years. However, 
they further stated that from September 12,1986, when this 
problem first came to their attention, they have returned all 
contributions received from that date onward to their 
donors, asking everyone to just hold such funds until they 
can be sure that they can get Bibles printed in China as 
previously announced. Each donor further was requested 
not to send anything more until 7th & Beech could send 
word that such printing actually had been done. 

As to legal options, the statement appealed to contri- 
butors' understanding that 7th & Beech was limited 
inasmuch as Morris and Y ocum both are brethren in Christ. 
Although both had been beseeched not to undermine the 
whole effort and its capability for soul-saving, both were 
described as "determined." Although the elders and brother 
Stegall expressed the forlorn hope that at least SOME 
Bibles would result from the $175,000.00, they themselves 
declared that they were withdrawing from working with 
Morris and Yocum, saying that they no longer could 
support their efforts and plans. 

In anticipation of any claim that Morris and Yocum may 
make to have produced Bibles and having them disseminated 
in China, 7th & Beech expressed the further hope that 
someone worthy of trust might be found to verify that such, 
in fact, is the case. 

Having done all they felt they could to secure the return of 
the funds, to no avail, 7th & Beech said they had met with the 
elders overseeing Yocum informing them of these matters 
affecting International Bible Translators. They also said 
they had met with Yocum and that he and Morris both now 
deny Yocum's having said that he was party to Morris's 
doings. 

There were several more paragraphs to their report; 
however, in sum, they concluded by saying that they did not 
want a scandal, were not vindictive, and would return all 
funds that had been donated, upon request, to the donors, if 
such should be desired. Nevertheless, they assured, that their 
commitment to the Bible-printing-and-distribution effort 
for China was still strong and that they would do what they 
could to pursue what they had begun. 

Meanwhile, in an evident attempt to make an end run 
around the elders of the 7th & Beech congregation, in 
Durant, Stanley L. Morris and Lynn D. Yocum mailed out 
something either in late December or early January under 
the heading of International Bible Translators, Inc., inviting 
brethren to something they styled a "positive presentation", 
January 27, 1987, at the Sheraton-Edmond Hotel, at 
Edmond. Oklahoma. 

Just why they should be doing this, when they refuse to 
return the money to 7th & Beech, even after the elders 
supposedly having oversight had called for it, is not readily 
apparent. By the time you are reading this, of course, the 
Edmond presentation already shall have come and gone. If 
there is more that needs to be published growing out of that 
or something else, well try to keep our readers informed. 

Sri Lanka Requests Our Assistance 
In Modeling 1987 Asian Missions 
Forum Llke Singapore, Lectureship 

Of the many exhi1arating:things that made the 2nd 
Annual Asian Bible Lectureship at Singapore so wonderful, 
one of the least expected was a telephone call from brother 
Leo C. Gnanasundaram, one of our Four Seas College 
graduates, who now serves as evangelist for the Colombo 
City church of Christ, at  Colomb'o, Sri Lanka, just off the 
coast of India. 

Brother Gnanasundaram had sent another Sri Lankan 
brother to Singapore to invite us to join forces with him and 
the Colombo City church in combining the 27th Annual 
Asian Missionary Forum and the 3rd Annual Asian Bible 
Lectureship into one. He said that this same brother had 
been sent to Japan to the 26th Annual Asian Missions 
Forum, September 28 through October 4, 1986; however, 
that he had reported back that he felt ill at ease with the one 
in Japan (which was very poorly attended in any case), 
whereas he felt entirely comfortable with the one he had just 
visited in Singapore, i.e., our 2nd Annual Asian Bible 
Lectureship. 

I told brother Gnanasundaram that I should have to 
consult with those making up the program in Singapore; 
however, that I'd be happy to get back with him as quickly as 
I knew their wishes. When I discussed it with all our speakers 
in a special called meeting that night, it was their concensus 
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that the so-called Asian Missions Forum no longer stoodfor 
the truth, and that it would be a mistake to  put our Asian 
Bible Lectureship in jeopardy by trying to combine it with 
the Forum as had been suggested. 

When I spoke with brother Gnanasundaram again later 
that same evening, he said he felt that we did not understand 
what he was proposing-that he agreed with us that the 
Asian Missions Forum had gotten away from sound 
doctrine, and that he was seeking our aid in bringing it back 
to the truth. I said that I would take it up with the brethren at 
the Singapore Lectureship once again and see what they 
said. 

I did so; but they agreed unanimously that they wanted 
nothing more to do with the compromised Asian Missions 
Forum at least until such a time that it had been turned back 
around again and that they could be sure that it was on the 
right track doctrinally once more. 

When I reported this back to brother Gnanasundaram, he 
was disappointed; however, he seemed to understand and 
empathize with their feelings. He then asked my personal 
help in getting up a list of speakers and working out a 
program of which those we had at Singapore might approve. 
I told him that if that was what he genuinely wanted, I'd go 
even farther than thaf-I'd agree not only to  attend but also 
to speak on the program next November in Sri Lanka! To 
start with, I mentioned a few of the speakers who had been 
projected to appear at Sri Lanka with whom neither I nor 
any of the Singapore speakers would be willing to appear. 
He assured me that these would be canceled without 
question. I said, in that case, to put me down as one of the 
speakers and that I would send him a comprehensive list of 
names and addresses of speakers unquestionably sound in 
doctrine that he might build a roster of speakers who would 
give forth no uncertain sound. I further emphasized that 
although all Asian missionaries and Asian brethren should 
be invited to attend nevertheless only those known to be 

1 sound should be invited tospeak. To  this he enthusiastically 

I 
agreed. 

So, brethren, if all of this works out the way it now 
appears that it will, well before heading for the 3rd Annual 
Asian Bible Lectureship, December 6-10, 1987, possibly a 
sizeable number of sound gospel preachers and I will be 1 attending the 27th Annual Asian Missionary Forum, after 

1 all, November 15-20, 1987, a t  Colombo, Sri Lanka. Venue 
for the event is to  be the Hotel Lanka Oberoi, a 600-room 
hotel, at Sri Lanka. Theme of the Forum this year will be 
"CHURCH RESTORATION FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY." 
Cost per person will be U.S./$250.00, which will cover full 
board and lodging for six days. 

Since returning to the U.S., in November, I finally wrote 
to brother Gnanasundaram, under date of December 11, 
1986, sending him a list of 55 names and addresses of 
brethren known to be doctrinally sound. As soon as 
unsound missionaries and local brethren learn of this 
throughout Asia, you can be sure there will be a hue and cry 
not heard since those devils in Matthew 8 cried out, saying, 
"What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art 
thou come hither to torment us before the time?", and he 
suffered them to go away into the herd of swine. 

Be all this as it may, we shall see what we shall see. There 
still aresome of us who are 100% not willing just to turn over 
the cause of Christ, whether in Asia or anywhere else in the 
world, to false brethren. Keep watching Contending for the 
Faith and our Far East/ World Evangelism Newsletters for 
further reports. 

The Cotham-Davis Debate 
Jerry Moffltt 

On December 9-12, in a mission area of Georgia, the 
Cotham-Davis debate was held in a high school auditorium 
in Swainsboro, Georgia. The propositions concerned how 
many persons are in the Godhead and whether miracles and 
spiritual gifts are available today. Billy Davls represented the 
United Pentecostal church and Perry Cotham represented 
the churches of Christ. 

It was a colorful debate; and due to the argumentation and 
charts used by Perry Cotham it is most worthy to get into 
print. 

The errors, inconsistencies, and foolishness of the "Jesus 
only" doctrine were fully and completely exposed by brother 
Cotham, regarding the first proposition. 

In the second proposition the inability of Pentecostals to 
do the miracles thev constantlv claim to ~erform was fullv 
demonstrated; 

The United Pentecostals were noticed to be carefully 
listening while brother Cotham did someof the best teaching 
in the debate, showing the nature, purpose, and brief 
duration of miracles. Eddle Dicky, the local preacher at 
Swainsboro, did a masterful job of advertising and using the 
debate as  an evangelistic tool. We owe him and Perry 
Cotham a debt of sincere gratitude for the excellent job they 
did. Brethren from 22 congregations were in attendance, 
some driving over four hours-one way-in the rain. Below 
are some of the preachers who were in attendance: 

Eugene Jenklns (Dublin, Georgia). Howard Swan (Hazle- 
hurst, Georgia), Huelen Masters (Belton, South Carolina), 
Raymond Mock (Moultrie, Georgia), Lyle Owens (Vidalia, 
Georgia), Carl Jones (Metter, Georgia), W. Ray Duncan 
(Warner-Robins, Georgia),Tony Black (Statesboro, Georgia), 
brother Morrls (Jackson, Georgia), Llnnle Darden, Jr. (States- 
boro, Georgia), Llnnle Darden, Ill (Sylvania, Georgia), Allen 
Darden (Savannah, Georgia), Charles Atnlp (Thomasville, 
Georgia), Steve Waller (Barnesville, Georgia), Garry Brantley 
(Byron, Georgia), Gary Pollar (Hinesville, Georgia), Robert 
Glbbons (Brunswick, Georgia), Howard Allen (Macon, 
Georgia), Dennls Morrls (McRae, Georgia), Glenn Martln 
(Louisville, Georgia), and Glenn Gray (Washington, Georgia). 

James N. Harrls did us a service by taping the debate. 
Video tapes can be otained from him at the following 
address: 

James N. Harrls . 
1602 Rlchiand Dr. 
Murray,.Kentucky 42071 

A complete set of the whole debate is$30.00. Audio tapes 
can be obtained from Thomas A. Gardner, 2229 Lotus, Ft. 
Worth, Texas 7611 1 (817) 838-0828. ' , 

-Shenandoah Church of Christ 
11026 Wurzbach Road 

San Antonio, Texas 78230 
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BOUND VOLUME XVII/1986 SETS STAGE 
FOR UNDERSTANDINQ BROTHERHOOD'S 
1987 CONFRONTATIONS-WORLDWIDE! 

If ever there was a time when our brotherhood needs 
t o  be absolutely clear as to  what is happening to  us, 
that time is now. Here we are confronting one another 
doctrinally not just in the U.S. but all over the world. 
Without understanding what went on in 1986-and 
before-there is n o  way at all t o  comprehend the 
realities of 1987. The roots of  the present lie deep in the 
past. 

In thumbing through our BOUND VOLUMEXVll (for 1986) 
just received back from the bindery, strong light is shed on 
our brotherhood-wide situation in 1987. For example, it 
starts out with the most revealing article to date re: the 
Crossroads heresy now plaguing the churches on every 
inhabited continent. Entitled, "Crossroads' Devastating, 
Devious, Deceitful Methods of Religious Entrapment 
Exposed, Renounced by Bronwen (McCllsh) Glbson," this 
article shows how a well-known gospel preacher's daughter 
was misled into this cult-like movement right under the 
noses of her own parents and was in it for two years before 
either she or they knew what was happening. The editorial 
for our January11986 issue shows how "Crossroads/Gaines- 
ville, Boston and Central London are Are Just Three Peas 
Out of the Same Pod." Statements are reproduced from the 
Crossroads/Gainesville bulletin, "At The Crossroads," con- 
firming that Chuck Lucas, whoinvented the entire Crossroads 
heresy had had to confess faults for unspecified "recurring 
sins in his life" and would be terminating his Gainesville 
efforts at least forthe time being ... Speakers were announced 
for the 1986 Oklahoma City Lectures devoted to "Critical 
Issues Facing the Church" ... Page 12 features an article on 
"Brotherhood Riptide, Re: 'Crossroads', Continues to Plague 
Church-Worldwide" ... Ira Y. Rlce, Jr., and Wllllam S. Cllne 
are described as flying to New York City to confront Central 
London Crossroaders at World Trade Center ... Both Okla- 
homa City churches as well as Hong Kong missionaries 
invite Boston 'Crossroaders' NOT to come their way ... A 
special book written by Alan E. Hlghers on "How Do You 
Spell (F)(f)ELLOWSHIP?" is advertised-a reply to the 
teachings of Rubel Shelly on fellowship and unity ... and 
Wayne Prlce announces availability of charts and tapes of 
the Woods-Blakely Debate on the subject of the indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit in a Christian. 

In the February issue Frank R. Wllllams shows that it is not 
just unity that is taught in the scriptures but a certain kind of 
unity that is required ... Jerry Moffltt demonstrates the irony 
of "Division Caused By a 'Unity' Sermon," ... Joseph A. Slater 
considers "Circumcision, the Priesthood, and Instrumental 
Music." Lester Kamp highlights "Points of Concern." ... Jesse 
Brown inquires of the aims and goals for the current so- 
called "Unity Movement." ... Raymond Allen Hagood shows 
what happened when "One Man Stood." ... Joe E. Galloway 
asks, "Who Is Influencing Whom?" ... Llnwood E. Blshop 
sends clippings from Abilene Reporter-News demonstrating 
that the theory of Evolution was being taught as fact at 
Abilene Christian University ... Bert Thompson's new book Is 
Genesis Myth? is advertised ... Editor's brother Colonel 
(Retired) Foy Rlce passes ... 

Our March/1986 issue shows Central London/Crossroads 
church as "targeting" long-established Edinburgh, Scotland 
area for presumptuous, uninvited 1987 invasion, arousing 
strong resistance both in Edinburgh and Scotland and other 
parts of the United Kingdom as well ... With Crossroads/ 
Gainesville having been crippled by Chuck Lucas's "recurr- 
ing sins," Crossroadism's power center is described as 
having shifted from Gainesville, Florida to Boston ... Mark 
Lewls makes a thoroughgoing expose' of Crossroadism to all 
churches of Christ in Great Britain, including a review of 
Robert Coleman's The Master Plan of Evangelism, the 
scriptures that the Crossroads movement perverts, and 

evidence from those who have been through it ... Llsa 
Moderackl joins Bronwen (McClish) Gibson in rejecting, 
coming out of and exposing the Crossroads philosophy as 
heretical ... 

Our Apri1/1986 issue opens with Max R. Mlller describing 
"FORUM I "  as the "Death Knell for Unitv."Flavll H. Nichols' 
"Open Letter to 'Bill' Banowsky" is repioduced by special 
permission from Words of Truth ... Dale C. Flowers advises 
"Come Ye Out from Among Them" ... Lester Kamp shows 
how the church was attacked yesterday and today ... Bob 
Spurlln discusses those crying, "We Want Positive Preach- 
ing" ..A. W. Gray describes "Conservative Christian Church- 
es-An Enigma" ... BIII Jackson makes a response to "Guilty 
By Reason of Association CONDEMNED!" ... Curtls A. Cater 
analyzes those who just want to be "social" Christians ... John 
M. Grubb asks "What Is the Difference?" ... Robert R. Taylor, 
Jr.'s "A Review of 'SHALL WE SPLINTER?"' is advertised ... 
Theme of the Middle Tennessee Lectureships is "The Divine 
Standard of Morality is Under Attack" ... Roy C. Deaver is 
announced to work with the Southwest School of Bible 
Studies ... 

In our May/1986 issue, S. C. Klnnlngham exposes as false 
Buck Hall's article on "Let Love of the Brethren Continue ..." 
Blll Teague as well as Abilene Christian University trustees 
and admlnlstratlon are referred to three little words "...and all 
Ilars" in Revelation 21:8 ... James W. Boyd exposes "False 
Doctrine Preached at Hixson" ... F. Paul Cantrell, re: Robert 
C. Douglas in his debate with Dr. Hafez Y. Buckas, a Muslim, 
shows "The Truth Suffered In His Hands" ... John P. Weekley 
satirizes "International Version College" ... Louis Rushmore 
focuses attention on "Furman Kearley's Call For Unity-via 
'One Body"' ... Goebel Muslc, of those appearing on the so- 
called "Restoration Forums" says, "They Do Not Speak For 
Me!" ... Andrew Connally's new book on The Dangers of 
Liberalism is announced ... Walter W. Ptgg, Jr. asks, "Is It True 
that 'Birds of a Feather Flock Together'?," ... Roger Jackson 
contends for "One Level of Fellowship" ... Gregory Plckett 
discusses "Broken Cisterns of Joplin" ... Thomas B. Warren's 
new book on The Bible Only Mekes Christians Only and the 
Only Christians is advertised ... Max R. Mlller points out 
"Gateway's Broadening Fellowship" ... Lectures are announc- 
ed for Killeen, Texas, and Bellview/Pensacola, Florida ... 
Contending for the Faith puts Bound Volumes I, 11, Ill and IV 
back into print ... 

Our June/1986 issue begins with Ernest West showing 
Whlte's Ferry Road, of West Monroe, Louisiana, as featuring, 
endorsing former student Steve Weathers in false fellowship 
and error ... Editorially, we explain "Why Sound Brethren No 
Longer Can Walk Together With Some" ... Ernest S. Under- 
wood inquires, "From Whence Cometh False Teaching 
Among Us?" ... Howell Blgham discusses "Sad Days in 
Spiritual Israel" ... John C. Bowles writes on "The Lord's 
Supper-To Go?" ... Howard D. Parker notes "Crossroads 
Involvement Spreads" ... Harold Thomas inquires of "'Godly 
Women' Vs. 'Leaderettes!'?" ... Dwlght Hotland discusses 
"Unity &the Instrumental Question!" ... G. K. Wallace releases 
his new book Gleanings From the Works of G. K. Wellace. 

The July/1986 issue begins with obituary of E. R. Harper 
and W. F. Cawyer ... Debate is held between DubMcCllsh and 
Dan Bllllngsley re: "Alien Sinner's Amenability" ... Leon D. 
Schrel laments "Where Have the Sound Churches Gone?" ... 
Tom Wacaster reports on the McClish-Billingsley Debate ... 
Hlxson elders take umbrage at James W. Boyd article ... Boyd 
advises, "Just Listen to the Tape" ... Demar Elam writes "In 
Protest of Harold Thomas' Article-'Godly Women Vs. 
Leaderettes'" ... Harper On the Holy Spirit Issues in the 
Twentieth Century, by E. R. Harper, tells what went wrong- 
doctrinally speaking-at HighlandlAbilene, leading many to 
abandon Herald of Truth ... Reld Bennett weighs Professors 
Manls' and Wllllams' contention, "We Have Been Wrongly 
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Accused" ... Three minor corrections are pointed out by 
Steve Weathers, re: Ernest West's report ... 

OurAugust/l986 issue is devoted almost entirely to "'Gold 
Coast Restoration Forum' Results in Blacks Withdrawing 
from Ivory James" ... Editorially we ask, "What Will It Take for 
Faithful to 'Come Out' and 'Be Separate'?" ... This issue 
shows the effect such false teachers as Rubel Shelly, Carl 
Ketcherslde and Leroy Garrett are having among black 
congregations of the brotherhood. - - 

Rod Rutherford leads off our September issue with "An 
Opep Letter to Brother Alan Cloyd" ... 2ndAnnualAsian Bible 
Lectureship on "Declaring Whole Counsel" is announced for 
Singapore ... How Leroy Garrett reacted to the "Gold Coast" 
Forum is demonstrated by reproducing his pusillanimous 
article on "The Underbelly of the Black Churches of 
Christ" ... ,lack Evans, in turn, is shown "Reviewing the 
Garrett Forum 'Review"' ... Marvln Phllllps, "Daddy" of "Tulsa 
Workshop," moves one more step closer to the Christian 
Church ... A letter from the Christian Church's Kentucky 
Chrlstlan College is photo-reproduced in evidence ... 
Lectureships are announced for Seagoville, Texas; Mus- 
kogee, Oklahoma; Hesterville, Mississippi; and Indepen- 
fence, Missouri. 

The "All-Grace-No-Law" heresy of Jlm Massey is estab- 
lished beyond reasonable doubt in our issue for October/ 
1986 ... Suggestions are given how Massey and International 
Bible College can clear themselves with faithful brethren and 
congregations ... John P. Weekley discusses "The Mississippi 

- Reformation" ... Mark K. Lewls asks concerning "Obedience: 
Essential or Non-Effectual?" ... Quentln Dunn asks "Who 
Practices Open Membership?" ... David M. Amos says, "Let 
Them Come Back" ..., llmmle B. Hlll declares, "There Is Stlll a 
Giant in the Land" ... Lynn Parkerdiscusses "The Main Attrac- 
tion" ... Frank Morgan asks, "Is 'Crossroadism' Dying Out?" ... 
Loyd L. Smlth announces his new book on Gospel Preachers 
of Yesteryear ... Funeral services are held for Mrs. Noble 
Patterson in Fort Worth ... 207 faithful and concerned 
preachers sign "An Expression of Concern" to Abilene 
Christian University for teaching Evolution as fact ... The Fifth 
Annual Denton Lectures are announced ... Garland Elklns 
describes E. R. Harper as a "Faithful Servant of God." 

Concluding our 17th BOUND VOLUME (for 1986), the 
November issue leads off with Dan Goddard on "Battle 
Ground" ... Editor and company return from missionary work 
in the Far East ... Roger Jackson considers "A Lesson Learned 
the Hard Way" ... J. G. Brown wrote on "Misuse of Bible" ... 
James W. Boyd demurred from "The New 'Antiism'" ... Ernest 
S. Underwood asked, "Are Members of the Independent 
Christian Church 'Our' Brethren?" ... Frank Morgan dis- 
cussed, "Defying The Old Way" ... An article on "the Young 
People's Church" was reprinted from the Oliver church 
bulletin, of Rogersville, Alabama ... Roy Deaver reported, "I 
Left the Meeting Scared" ... Kelth B. Cozort submitted writings 
by Foy E. Wallace, Jr., for reprint from The Present Truth, 
under the heading, "The Subversive Characterof the Murch- 
Witty Meetings (May, 1941)" ... He might as well have been 
writing in 1986! 

Special Price Offered on Sets for Limited Time 
SINCE THE REPRINTING of Volumes forced to increase the single-volume price 
I, 11, I11 & IV last year, Contending for from $6.95 each up to $7.95 per volume, 
the Faith now can offer COMPLETE as you will note in the order coupon 
SETS of BOUND VOLUMES for the below. 
first time in several years. We believe that Nevertheless, before these NEW PRICES 
many will want to order these sets for go into effect on May 1, 1987, we are 
church libraries as well as for individual allowing cash-with-order sets to go at the 
use. OLD PRICE of $93.50 (postage and 
Because of the continued rise in the cost packaging included) until this SPECIAL 
of PAPER and PRINTING-and espe- OFFER expires April 30, 1987. After 
cially the BINDING, we are practically that date the NEW RATE applies. 

Date 

I Address 
City State Zip 

1 
Vols. l & ll (1970-71) .............. $9.95 Vol. X (1979) ..................... $7.95 
VO~S. 111 & IV (1972-73) ........... .$9.95 Vol. XI (1980) .................... $7.95 
Vol. V (1 974) .................... .$7.95 Vol. XI1 (1 981) ................... $7.95 

I 
I 

Vol. VI (1975) ................... .$7.95 Vol. Xlll (1 982) ................... $7.95 
Vol. Vll (1 976) .................... $7.95 Vol. XIV (1983) ................... $7.95 

I 
I Vol. Vl ll (1 977) ................... $7.95 Vol. XV (1 984) ................... $7.95 

Vol. IX (1 978) .................... $7.95 Vol. XVI (1 985) ................... $7.95 
Vol. XVll (1986) $7.95 

I 
.................. 

TOTAL, when ordered as single volumes $123.25 
TOTAL, including postage and packaging, ordered as a set 

............................................ 
$104.00 

I 
............................ 

Please add to Standing Order List for 20% Discount. 
Address all orders to - CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH, 1 2956 Allshore, Memphis, Tennessee 381 18 

(When ordering a single volume add $1.00 for postage & packaging.) 
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TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL LECTURESHIP MARCH 29-APRIL 2,1987 
MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

4400 Knight Arnold Road Memphis, Tennessee 38118 
THEME: "ANCIENT LESSONS lN A MODERN SEi"T.lNG" Book of Exodus 

Curtis A. Cates, Lectureship Director 

SUNDAY. MARCH 29.1987 ~ ~ 

~ : W I ~ : ~ A . M .  " l k l  ~ ~ ~ r e s s e d  in Egypt; Binhand k l y  Life of M-" (1: I-2:ZS) 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  @ddk Wbittcn) 

I0:X-l l :M A.M. " 'See Thm Thou Make All Things Aceording tothe Pattern' " .......... (E. L. Wldtaker) 
600- 7 0 0  P.M. " 'Thou SMt Have No &r Gods &fore Me' " .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .FRO- B. Warren) 

MONDAY. MARCH 30.1987 
9:M- 9:kl A.M. " ~ k . % ' ~ a l l  r the Burnins Bush: Mosesand Aaron Confront P h d "  (3: 1-6: 1) ~ ~~ ~~~~~ - .~ ~~~ - - . ~~ . . 

........................................................... .(Gerald Reynolds) 
10:W10:50A.M. "SomThingsYouOweYourscIfP.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  FROnm B. Warren) 
i0:M-10:Y)A.M. "Cross& Cullic Mahods E x p d  by One Formerly En-" (Womn'sClass) . ~ ~ ~~ 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (Mrs. Bmnwm McCUlb Glbmn) 
l l:M-l l:M A.M. " 'Thou Shalt N a  Make Unto Thee a Graven Image' " (20:44) ........... Uerry MomU) 
11:M-1150 A.M. Class I - Crirical l~rcducfim to E u d u  "Bnckground and Chronology" 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  With Masher) 
Class 2 - Warnin~r in E u d u  "The Golden Calf and Immoralitv" ......... (Bobby Uddell) 
class3 - 7~pcor;l~nritype "M-M~ ~hr is t"  . . . . . . . . . . .  : . . . . . . . . . .  (h*ld-~ual~low) 
Clnes 4 - 7k Proliferum ofModern "Versions" "Is There Cause for Concern?" 
....................................................... (Robon R. Taylor, Jr.) 

11:W 1:IOP.M. LUNCH 
2:M P.M. " 'Thou Shdt N a  Take the Namof  the Lord thy God in Vain' '' (20:7) 

.............................................................. (Cabcl M&) 
210- 3:M P.M. "Thc P l a p a  in Egypt- Exposure ofEgyptian Idolatry" (6:l-1029) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .(RR A. Turner, Sr.) 
2: 10. 3:M P.M. "Tcachingthe Bible through Story and Song to the Re-School" (Womcn'sClass) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .lun Lsycmlr) 
3:lO- 4:MP.M. "Opn Forum" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (GsrlnndWWns) 
4:M- 7:M P.M. ~ I S S I O N  
7:W 7:30P.M. CONGREOATIONALSMGING 
7 : W  8:30P.M. " 'Honor Thy Faher and Thy Mother' ". .......................... . U b y  I l u m y )  

TVESDAY, MARCH 31.1987 
9 : W  9:mA.M. " 'Rsmmba Ihc Sabbah Day, to Kocp It Holy' (D8-1  I); Questionof SobbaIh-Keeping" 

.............................................................. (Roy J. H m )  
. . .  .. ..................... 10:Wl0:50A.M. "There IaNo Middle &tureen and ." IThomasB. Warren) 

IO:W10:50A.M "Crossroads' Cultic Mahodr E x p ~ d  by Ooc Fomvrly Envsppsd" (Women's Clnes) 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wa. Brnnwm McCLbb C h o n )  

II:WII.Y)A.M. " D c P h o f F i m b o r n ~ m d ; ~ c r ~ i o ~ , o d u s a n d i v ' l 1 : 1 - 1 4 ' 3 1 )  
- 

I1:WII:Y)A.M. CLsss I - C r i r i m l l ~ r o d v n i m f o E u d ~ ~  "Unityand Authorship" 
( R d R u M o d )  

Class 2 - Warnings in E u d w  "The Occult". .......................... .(hvld N.occ) 
Class 3 - Tym o n d ~ ~  "Iarsel and Church - Their lourney and Om" 
.............................................................. .U. A. MrNuU) 
Class 4 - lk P r o l i j e r ~ ' ~  ofMa*rn "Venimr" "What .bout the N N  and the NASB?" 
....................................................... (Robert R. Taylor, Jr.) 

11:50- 1:IOP.M. LUNCH 
1:10 2:M P.M. "A Christian Physician Lmb at Abonion" ................. (CMp L. Jurrtt, M.D.) 
210- 3:M P.M. "Song ofTriumph; Manw Smiacn RccL; War with AmaleL; lahro" (15:l-18:27) 

.............................................................. .(Dub McCllsb) 

2: 10- 3:M P.M. "Teaching the Bible through Story and Song to the F're-School" (Womn's Class) 
............................................................... (Lon laycml;) 

310- 4:M P.M. "Open Forum" ................................................ (Gsrlud Eltlm) 
4:M- 7:M P.M. INTERMISSION 
7.03 7 30P M CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
7 30. 8 30P M " 'Nu a HoofShall h Lefl8eh1nd' -Lesson ~nCompmrmse" (Aodmr C o d l y )  

WEDNESDAY, APRlL 1, I967 
9:M- 9:5OA.M. "lsrrel at Sinai; Moses in the M w t ;  O r d i n a ~ s  of Ihe Covenant" (19: 1-2418) 

............................................................... (olao modes) 
. . .  ......................... I0:WIO:SOA.M. "Because 1- Died, I Know That " C l l l O m ~  B. Warren) 

10:W10:SO A.M. "The Moot Popular Religion k i n g  Taught Today" (Women's Class) 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (Mrs. h u e  Taylor) 

......................... I I : W I  1:SOA.M. "TheTabcmrlc: theRiedmd"(25:1-31:i7). (Ndl M y m )  
I I:M-l1:SOA.M. Class I - Cnh'ml hrmlucfim t o E u d u  "Amhamlogical Light" 

............................................................. (Hamld &Keel) 
.......... Class 2 - Warnings in E u d u  "The Way to Hnrdm Your H a "  ( R o d e  Hayes) 

Class 3 - T y p e d  Anti* "Old and New Tamacles" ................ Uohn DeBemy) 
Claw 4 - Mdish-Billingsley Drbore "Amonbility of Aliens to W s  Law" 
.............................................................. .@dl Mcclbb) 

11:50. 1:IOP.M. LUNCH 
......... 1:10 2:M P.M. "A Chrinian Physician Loab at The Use of T y  (Ch.rla L. Jur r t t ,  M.D.) 

... ........................... 2:1& 3:MP.M. " 'Thou S M t  N a  Kill Steal' " (Robon R. Taylor, Jr.) 
2: 10- 3:M P.M. "Tsaching the Bible through Story and Song to the F'reSdml" (Women's Clnes) 

.............................................................. Bon L s y d )  
................................................. 3:10- 4:MP.M. O p e n F o m .  .(G~IIEIuJL?~~.~~) 

4:M- 7:M P.M. INTERMISSION 
7:W 7:X P.M. CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 

............ ................... 7:W 8 3 0  P.M. " 'Thou S M t  N a  Commit Adultery' " i (Roy Daver) 

TIWRSDAY, APRlL2,1987 
900- 9:50 A.M. " 'Thou Shalt N a  Bcu Fdse Wimess ... O v a '  " .................. WUUuo S. CLine) 

I~:L%-I~:% A.M. 
10:Wl0:50 A.M. 

1 l : W  1:IOP.M. 
I:I@ 2:MP.M. 

2:lO- 3:MP.M. 
2:lO- 3:MP.M. 

3:10. 4 W  P.M. 
4 : W  7:OOP.M. 
7 : W  7:XP.M. 
7 : W  8:XP.M. 

............. why rhc EsrlY church Tumd theworld upide  own ndol.ss B. warren) 
"The Mosr Poplar Religion k i n g  Taught Today" (Women's Clasa) 
.......................................................... (Mrs. lrroe Taylor) 

"Fcllowahip w i t h O o d T h ~ ' ( 3 1 : 1 8 - 3 5 3 ) .  ...................... .(DM Jmldns) 
Class I - ~ririmllnrmlucfim'ro& "Alleged CmvsdioioM" 
............................. ' ............................. W.N.cBnnJnima)  
Clnes 2 . Wmnings in k h d u  "ThcSic Evolution - Hemy" ............. (B*hrd W) 
class3 . 7 ) p e d ~ ~ i ~ " 0 1 d a n d ~ e w ~ o v ~ "  .................. U e ~ ~ ~ h f a r U u )  
Class4 - McCW-Billingsley DrlxUe "Ammnbility of Al*ns to W s  Law" 
.............................................................. .(Dub McCUlb) 
LUNCH -.. 
"lhc Tabmwle Coruaruned According to Ihc Rnem, Ood's Glory Fills the Tabmade" 
(35:4-40:38). ................................................. .Winfred Clulr) 
"Aaributes of God as S a n  in Exodus" .. : .. ; ......................... .(Joe GUmorr) 
"Teachins the Bible through Story and Song to the RSehml" (Wornen's Class) 

J. A. McHun K e i  A. Mosher Goebel Music H. Neil Mvers 

David R u h h  RodRuthehl FrankG. Slarling Irene Tayloc Roberl R. Tayloc, Jr. Rex A, Turner, Sr. Rwmss 0, Wahen E d d i m w h i  E. 1. Wh'taker 
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Notes & Quotes ... 
Reg Ro err, an old-time gospel preacher, 

of Tulsa, gklahoma, attended the lectures at 
Abilene Christian University in February, 
1986. When he got back to Tulsa, he was 
deeply disturbed. In his letter to Contending 
for the Faith, he wrote, in part, as follows: 

"I am just back from the Abilene Lectures. I 
had not received Bert's book IS GENESIS 
MYTH? I wish I had known what I know now. 

Tony Ash preached on Acts 151, 'Except 
ye be clrcumclred atter the manner of Mores, 
ye cannot be raved.' He then showed how 
that the anti-class brethren, who say, 'If you 
have classes you cannot be saved', and the 
anti-cooperation brethren say, 'If you co- 
operate you cannot be saved.' Then brought 
up the anti-communion-set brethren. We 
could all say amen to these things, but he 
wasn't finished. He then brought in 'marriage, 
divorce and remarriage' concerning which 
brethren were making laws as the antis are 
making. Then he said, they make laws legis- 
lating 'which version of the Bible you can 
read.' Then he slapped at those who tell us 
how long it took to create the earth. It looked 
like he was uncomfortable with the MYTH- 
OLOGY GATE at the university. It also looked 
as if Teague had seen the storm coming and 
had, bythetimeof thelectureship, tucked the 

whole thing under the sable covers of 
ignorance ... Something bad has assailed us; 
byf who am I to tell you that? 

Ira, this is the way it appears to me; and 
they don't stand alone at Abilene. Look at 
Garnett, Tulsa, and all the others. They are 
preparing themselves as a ship, greasing the 
ways preparatory to launching into theseaof 
sectarianism. Not a few of the lecturers 
showed the 75 divisions in the church of 
Christ-especially Lemmons. The point seems 
to be: sincewe have all these splinter groups, 
wvy not have another-the organ crowd! 

Doesn't the Bible explain the existence of 
and even the necessity of having heresies 
among us? 'For there must be also hererler, 
(divisions, factions) among you THAT THEY 
WHICH ARE APPROVED may be made 
manlfert among you.' (I Corinthians 11:19). 

"It looks like Lemmons thinks that is God's 
will that factions exist and that we should go 
along with all of them. 

Also, ... what do you think of this? The 
university came out with a new edition of 
Great Songs of the Church. The Abilene 
Reporter-News reported it this way: 'The old 
hymnal was out of date, reflecting a 19th 
century viewpoint ... We are now more of an 
urban society. Far too many of the hymns 

Gospel Preachers Of Yesteryear 
Loyd L. Smlth 

A good many years ago I became model. But I am a preacher, and have 
interested in photography. Soon our been for 60 years, and my deep regard 
first son was born, and I had an ideal for other preachers provided me with 

other models. For my own pleasure I 
began to make colored slides of them. 
As the years passed the slides accumu- 
lated, and many of the preachers knew 
of this rather large collection. 

One day in January at the Oklahoma 
Christian College lectureship in 1975, 1 
was visiting with Lloyd Connell, the 
(then) new editor of The Christian 
Worker. We talked about the slides and 
what would happen to them when I am 
gone. That conversation resulted in my 
agreement to write a story for The 
Worker each month about a gospel 
preacher who has "gone on." The first 
story was about my good friend and 
beloved brother, L. R. Wllson, for whom I 
had and have the very highest regard in 
every way. It was published in April, 
1975. 

Other stories followed each month 
according to our agreement. I personally 
knew many of thoseof whom I wrote, but 
I did not ever depend upon my own 
memory for the material in the story. I 
got that from the family of the subject, 
from other publications, and sometimes 
from close friends of the subject. A few 
times I knew of some interesting thing in 
the life of the subject that the family did 
not know about. I usually used these. 

The stories were well received in The 
Worker, and it was truly, for me, a "labor 
of love." After the series had been going 
a few years, different ones suggested 
that they should be gathered into a 
book. I had not thought of that, but it did 

have a rural imagery ...( Jack Boyd) used asan 
example, the song, Bringing In  the Sheaves. 
That old hymn is not included in the new 
hymnal ... We are a city people; we need city 
hymns, Boyd said.' 

I thought, there goes 'Away in a manger, 
no crib for a bed!-but Boyd left that one in. 
When you are around the Myth Brothers you 
are apt to start saying many crazy things ... 
The new Great Songs is in round notes. I 
asked the book store salesman if they were 
planning a shaped-note edition. He replied, 
'Not that I know of.' Can the churches of 
Christ use round-note hymnals? I don't think 
we know that much about music. 

"Avon Malone preached an excellent 
sermon. Perhaps, though, he cracked the 
door a little,.at the close, that just might give 
the Lemmonites a little hope. Ed Wharton 
preached a great sermon. I don't know why 
they had him on. 

"Lemmons was featured for the last lecture. 
The largest crowd filled Moody Coliseum. 
They gave a big hand when he finished. He 
quoted some scripture, several passages, 
that would have devastated his lecture if he 
had said he believed them. They were not on 
the tape. I didn't take notes, knowing I would 
have the tape. Now I wish I had written down 
those scriptures. I don't know why they were 
deleted from the tape. But, at the MYTH- 
OLOGY GATE anything might happen. 

"There are many other things I should like 
to write about concerning the lectureship, but 
I'll stop with this one. At one booth in the bis 
tent, I paused where they had avideo tapeof a 

(Contlnued Next Page) 

sound like a good idea, so, the book is 
now here. It is being well received. 

If you buy it, and of course1 hope you 
will, I hope that you will enjoy it and that 
it will give you a greater appreciation for 
those preacherswho brought thechurch 
to its present state of development. Also, 
let me urge you to instili into your 
children's hearts a love and respect for 
these great men. Many of them, espe- 
cially in the past, lived sacrificial lives, 
along with their families, so that the 
word could be preached. We'll all be 
better people when we know more about 
that, for we 'owe these men a debt of 
gratitude, that we can repay only by 
living lives of the same faithfulness and 
devotion. 

Each day we move a littlecloserto the 
end, and soon "the silver cord" will break 
for each of us. Let us all follow the 
worthy examples of these great men 
who have gone before us. Then, some 
glorious day we'll all meet again in THE 
HOME OFTHE SOUL. What a wonderful, 
wonderful day! 

(NOTE: In my oplnlon, brother Smlth's 
book on Gospel Preacher8 of Yesteryear 
Is one of the truly slgnlflcant journallstlc 
efforts of thls century among "us." It Is a 
rare (Indl It Is my hope that every famlly 
In the entlre brotherhood wlll order at 
least one copy. It would be even better If 
every famlly ordered enough so that 
each chlld mlght have hls own copy for a 
"keepsake." 

In antlclpatlon of qulte a "run" on thls 
particular item, we have lald In a goodly 
supply. For each copy please send $19.95 
(plus $1.00 for postage and handling) to 
CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH, 2956 
Allshore, Memphls, Tennessee 38118. 
IYRJr.) 
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preacher preaching. A brother Howard (not - 
V.E.), I think it was, had the booth. I asked, 
'Who is that preacher?' He answered, 'That's 
Rubel Shelly, preaching on instrumental 
music.' I asked, 'Is he for it or against it?' 
Howardanswered, 'HE'S AGAINST IT!' I guess 
it was an old tape. 

"If you think that monkey story just ain't 
and cain't be true, 

Just hurry down to Texas, and out to A CU, 
You will learn, and that right early, by the 
doctrine they are with 

That the whq!e creation story ain't nothin' 
but a myth. 

Wllllam H. Plew, Bloomington, Indiana: 
"Your paper and work is important ... Will put 
subscription coupon on bulletin board." 

John P. Weekley, preacher, Cherokee, Ala- 
bama: "I appreciated the article by brother 
Ernest Underwood. Thus far I have heard 
nothing from I.B.C. It seems that several 
brethren are beginning to open their eyes 
about that school ... Here is $50.00 for you to 
use any way that you see fit ... As always the 
paper is doing one of the very best works in 
the kingdom." 

Flora Davls, Hiwasse, Arkansas: "I have 
read your I, II and Ill copies of Axe on the 
Root, and I think they are wonderful. I'm so 
glad that someone has the guts tostand up to 
those Liberals beforethey destroy thechurch 
of Christ. I am praying for you and all other 
good brethren who are trying to put them 
down, and I want to help. ! don't have much 
money, but here is $10.00. 

Wllllrm L. Hettlck, Carthage, Mississippi: 
"My wife and I plan to continue to send 
support to the Far Eastl.World Evangelism 
Fund each month. We hope we can continue 
to send $75.00 or $100.00 per month as long 
as this is not needed here locally ... We do 
much appreciate your hard work and pray 
God will continue to give you good health to 
teach his word. 

Mac Ballard, Marion, Arkansas: "God bless 
your fine efforts." 

Park 6 Semlnole church of Christ, of 
Seminole, Oklahoma contributed $500.00 on 
the Hualien Building Fund. 

N. J. "Stan" Stanley, former elder at 
Columbia, Tennessee, is approaching his 
80th birthday. He reports having "reached the 
time when each passing year makes a dif- 
ference. 

"We appreciate your efforts in the mission 
field and your efforts to warn the brotherhood 
via Contending for the Faith. 

"What do you think is going to be the final 
move for Rubel? It would be much better if all 
of the false teachers in the brotherhood 
would just leave the church completely instead 
of?rying to restructure it. 

Keep up the good work you are doing." 
Martln L. Decker, former elder, Flint, Michi- 

gan: "I am sending a check to be used as you 
need it in your work (CFTF) or (Far East) or 
(Pers~lnal). God bless and keep up the good 
work. 

John Propst, Abilene, Texas: "Words are 
inadequate to express my appreciation for 
your untiring labor of love for the Lord ... l 

share your concern for the church. Today, 
more than ever, we must gather all thestrength 
and courage we can muster to resist the wiles 
of the devil. I encourage you tostand fast, as I 
know you will. And I solicit your prayers for 
those of us in Abilene. We are out-numbered 
in this "religious" center. But with God's help, 
we shall stand. We will not compromise!" 

Roger Church, elder. Nashville. Tennessee: 
"Lols and V. M. Whlterell are visiting from 
London for a while, and as you know. Lois is 
my sister. They work with the Wembley church 
in London, and of course, are not at all in 
sympathy with the Central London church." 

(NOTE: The Central London church Is that 
bunch of "Crossroaden" that orlglnated trom 
Boston, who have "targeted" Slngapore tor a 
"church planting", where we already have 
had the church planted tor more than 30 
years1 IYRJr.) 

Theo J. Stockton, of 2240 Yosemite Park- 
way, Space 96, Merced, California 95340, 
now has her second edition (revised) of her 
"History of the Apostate Church, Efforts to 
Reform Her, and Later to Restore Her." She 
wrote the first edition-also "Have the Ten 
Commandments Been DoneAway?"-during 
World War II. However, in later years, as she 
studied more and learned more about God's 
word, she found that she had left out some 
important scriptures-so she decided to 
improve this one a bit. Those interested in 
seeing this second edition, please write 
directly to sister Stockton at the above 
address. 

(NOTE: Slster Stockton supports our Far 
EastIWorld Evangelism efforts $25.00 each 
month. Much appreclatlon. IYRJr.) 

Roy Wllllams, for the elders, East Ridge 
church of Christ, Chattanooga, Tennessee: 
"The elders here at East Ridge feel that it 
would be helpful in our efforttoguard against 
infiltration of "Crossroadism" into the church 
if we have a list of those congregations who 
have embraced or are leaning toward this 
philosophy. 

"If you have availablesuch a list, we would 
appreciate a copy or if not can you tell us 
where we might obtain one. 

"We wish to commend you for your efforts 
to inform the brotherhood of the dangers 
connected with this movement." 

(NOTE: It would requlre a COMPUTER to 
keep up wlth all the toregolng needed Intor- 
matlon. It brethren-brother.;300d-wlde-wlll 
s u ~ ~ l v  us with such intormatlon trom YOUR 
rei l ieb~ve areas,we are wllllng to dothe work 
of puttlng It all together a d  maklng It rvallable 
upon request. However, tor thls to work, we 
must depend on brethren trom every area 
maklng known to us the needed Intormatlon 
trom each locale. We have no other way of 
knowlng-only as rellable brethren supply us 
wlth the pertlnent facts. IYRJr.) 

Bobby Stattord, Springfield, Missouri: "I 
have been reading Contending for the Faith 
for many years and really appreciate it." 

H.Truman Boyd, of Montgomery, Alabama, 
our long-time supporter of Contending for 
the Faith, enclosed another $145.00 to help 
out. It surely did! 

Ted D. Llngren, missionary to Northeast 
Thailand, of Henderson Tennessee: "I have 
just received the church bulletin from the 
Somprasong 4 church of Christ, Bangkok, 
Thailand. The bulletin is dated February, 
1986. Here isthestatement underthelChurch 
Announcement' column heading: 

'"1) HOUSE CHURCHES OR CELL 
GROUPS OF THE SOMPRASONG 4 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
'We have a program of studylng the 
Blble In the homes. These wlll be 
churches In the homes'ot brethren. 
Those that are Interested In openlng 
thelr houses to be a church, please 
contact us at thesomprasong 4church.' 

"Just as the Sunset School of Preaching 
graduates are doing in the Philippines, the 
Sunset men in Thailand are doing in that 
country. Whereas they would not announce 
their teaching, via their bulletin, on marriage. 
divorce and remarriage, a damnable heresy, 
they are publicly announcing their support 
for the Crossroads heresy. Larry Henderson, 
Loren Holllngsworth. Art Lynch. Kelly Davld- 
son and Joe Bagby continue to go down the 
road of liberalism and false teaching. Parker 
Henderson has recently stated that Sompra- 
song 4 church is'not promoting the Cross- 
roads heresy. I wonder what he will say now? 

"In the same bulletin, they have come out, 
too, with their false teaching on the Holy 
Spirit. They teach and believe that ALL ARE 
BAPTIZED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT ... 

"Thisneeds to betoldtoall faithful brethren 
so they can act upon it." 

Herbert N. Hurd. Aromas, California: "Many 
people don't know the difference between the 
church and the Christian Church. Most 
members of the church of Christ are of the 
samedisposition as recorded in Lamentations 
1:12 ... It is nothing to them. They can't be 
bothered. They won't bother to buy books, 
church papers, or even read tracts the church 
paysfor and all but puts in their hand, or goso 
far as to take the tract to their home for them. 
"Could I Have Remained in the Christian 
Church?" Good article by brother Clarence 
Lavender. I don't seeanydifference in staying 
in the Christian Church than staying in the 
Masons or any other denomination. I have 
seen the little lamb-skin apron and heard 
"worshipful Master."And when they die, they 
go to the great Lodge in the Sky. It just 
happened to be hot that night and I walked 
my dog a little too close to an open door. If I 
were a member of the Christian Church, I 
could not feel that my baptism was right. This 
being due to the fact that it is a denomination 
and not the church the Lord built. It has the 
wrong attitude toward the scriptures and its 
additions to the scriptures would negate the 
ba~t ism ..." ' 

Bob J. Henson, Benton, Kentucky: "Your 
work is appreciated and necessary. 

E. M. Hannon, of Sheffield, Alabama, is now 
deceased. ~. 

John M. Brown, Elkhorn City. Kentucky: "I 
do not want to miss an issue ..." 
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Is New Testament Christianity 

Inter-Denominational 

Non-Denominational ? 
I Ira Y. Rice, Jr. 

I It seems strange indeed that at this late date any confusion 
could still exist amongpreachers of the churches of Christ as 
to the nature of the church itself. One should have thought 
that the merest tyro among us who ever has studied such 
works as The Church, the Falling Awayandthe Restoration, 
by J. W. Shepherd, and kindred writings should have been 
crystal clear-long since-that New Testament Christianity 
is not and never has been inter-denominational but was 
non-denominational from the beginning and shall continue 
so to be until Gabriel stands with one foot on the land and 
one foot on the sea and declares that time shall be no more! 

Nevertheless and notwithstanding, a large and growing 
phenomenon is arising among us that appears to be aimed at 
restructuring us into just another denomination among 
denominations, which, in turn, may account for the inter- 

I denominational vractices of some of our vreachers. Of 
course, by now, we all are familiar with the inter-denomina- I tionalism of such men as Rube1 Shelly and William S. 
Banowsky. Although both of these men were taught better 

I 
I in their younger years-hence should know better-both 

have cast aside their earlier teaching and now appear to be 
just as much at home with the Methodists, the Baptists and 
the Christian Church as they ever did with the churches of 
Christ. 

This also could explain-at least in part-the almost total 
disregard such men have for the clear requirements of I1 

John 9-11. This passages clearly teaches that "Whosoever 
transgresseth, and abideth not in'the doctrine of Christ, hath 
not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath 
both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, 
and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed: for he that biddeth him God 
speed is partaker of his evil deeds." 

Those of us who understand that the churches of Christ 
are non-denominational look upon denominations as 1) not 
abiding in the doctrine of Christ, 2) not to be received, and 
3) not to be bidden God speed. However, those who mistake 
the church as being inter-denominational, evidently view all 
denominations as being equal with themselves. Such tend to 
reason that all denominations are right and wrong on some 
things; hence they do not question whether or not they are 
"in the doctrine of Christ", whether they should be 
"received" and proceed to "bid (them) God speed" without 
considering the consequences ofverse 1 1 in the passage cited 
per foregoing. 

When Gary Workman, Editor of The Restorer, sent me 
last April the material photo-reduced on Page 3, he wrote, as 
follows: 

4-17-86 
Dear Ira, 

I forgot to  send the enclosure on Art McNeese when I wrote 
(Continued on Page 3) 



Help Needed In Securing 
Boston Globe Article Re: 
Boston Church Of Christ 

Someone-we cannot remember just who if we ever 
knew-provided us with a photocopy of an article, 
entitled, "COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL," written by 
Daniel Terris, which evidently appeared in the Sunday 
Magazine section of The Boston Globe for June 8, 
1986. 

Not realizingjust what it was at the time, we delayed 
reading it until a more convenient season. Now that we 
have read it, we would very much like to reproduce the 
entire article-photos and all-in Contending for the 
Faith for the benefit and information of our readers. 

PHOTOCOPY NOT GOOD ENOUGH 
What we really need, if it can be found, is an original 

copy of that article, preferably uncut, just as it 
appeared in The Boston Globe, including photos. 
Inquiry was made of the paper itself in Boston, 
Massachusetts; however, they hadcompletely sold out 
of that particular issue, so it was not available from the 
publisher. 

Oftentimes brethren send us photocopies of some- 
thing which they evidently expect us to reproduce in 
Contending for the Faith. However, as a rule, such 
photocopies are distorted, smudged, not sharp enough, 
or otherwise rendered useless for reproduction. 

PLEASE DON'T CUT IT 
Even those who send us original articles just as they 

appeared in the paper as a rule are so careless in cutting 
them out that they either cut into a photo or into the 
articles themselves, so that part of what was needed for 
reproduction is missing. So, if you have an original 
copy of the article, PLEASE DONT CUT IT! 

Instead of cutting it out and sending it to us, if you 
could send us the entire portion of the paper wherein 
the article appears, preferably in an envelope large 
enough that you can send itflat without even folding it, 

, . 
well appreciate it. 

THE ARTICLE IS IMPORTANT 
The principal reason that we feel this particular 

article is important is that it presents Kip McKean and 
the Crossroadism that he is following in Boston from a 
strictly unbiased viewpoint. 

Daniel Terris may be a secular writer; however, his 
piece on the Boston Church of Christ is exceptionally 
well written. We feel that it is a valuable contribution 
to our ongoing unfolding of Crossroadism and the 
devastation it is wreaking on the cause of genuine New 
Testament Christianity. 

If you can supply us with an original copy, please 
address it to me personally at 2956 Allshore, Memphis, 
Tennessee 38118. 

-Ira Y. Rice, Jr., Editor 
HEAW RUN ON BRONWEN'S TRACT AND 
COATS' "CRITIQUE" OF JENNINGS' BOOK 

Of course we knew there would be a great demand for Dub McCIlah'r 
daughter Bronwen'r article in tract form, entitled, Crossroads from the Inside; 
however, more than 3,500 copies of this extraordinary document have been 
ordered from us so far-and the tract now is in its second printing!. Wayne 
Coatr' A Critique of "How Christianity Grows in the City,"by Alvln Jenningr, 
too, is going as the saying goes "like hot cakes." If you have not ordered 
yours, send $3.50 per dozen (plus $30  postage) or $25.00 per 100 (plus $1.80 
postage) for Bronwen's tract; or send $6.00 (plus $1.00 postage) for Wayne 
Coats' "Critique." Please address all orders to: CONTENDING FOR THE 
FAITH, 2956 Allshore, Memphis, Tennessee 381 18. 
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SOUTH MACARTHUR/IRVING, TEXAS PREACHER 
CELEBRATES INTER-DENOMINATIONAL EVENT 

STUDY CAREFULLY the above program wherdn Art McNwn, bade God #peed to denominational preacherr by taking part In cele- 
mlnlrter of the South MscArthur church of Chrlrt, of Inlng, Texar, bratlng thelr "Holy Week 1886." Doer thlr agree wlth II John 8-11? 

InterDenominational or 
NomDenominational? 
(Continued from Page 1) 

recently. Also take note of the article by Randy Mayeux. I think 
these fellows are Evangelical Protestants! 
(Signed) 

-Gary 
The enclosure he sent was described on the outside of the 

folder as "HOLY WEEK SERVICES AT WILLIAMS 1 
SQUARE-A celebration of the Resurrection of Christ."" 
Beyond any possible doubt it was strictly an inter? 
denominational celebration of a strictly denominational 
"Holy Week", with brother Art McNeese, minister of the 
South MacArthur Church of Christ, being featured as 
speaker from just one of the five denominations partaking. 
(Please study each caption carefully in the photo-reproduced 

part and see if you can make anything else out of it.) 
Did brother McNeese wander into such inter-denomina- 

tional fellowship ignorantly? With his educational back- 
ground as described in the program, surely not! Having 
completed a BA degree and also an MA degree in Bible from 
Abilene Christian University, it could hardly be excused on 
the basis of ignorance. Having served two years as minister 
of the Northwest/Houston Church of Christ-and since 
1979 as minister at South MacArthur, Irving, Texas-it 
could not be on the basis of inexperience. Surely he would 
not deliberately have gone into such a public compromise 
against his own conscience! If not, then how can it be 
explained? Only on the ground that brother McNeese 
believes that the church of Christ is nothing but another 
denomination, and that the doctrine of one denomination is 
just as valid as that ofany other, hence that I1 John9-11 just 
does not apply! 
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WHAT ABOUT THE MAYEUX ARTICLE? 
Turning now to the article (which we are photo- 

reproducing) by Randy Mayeux, entitled, "Keeping the 
Dream Alive," please read it carefully first, then consider. It 
reads as above. 

Inasmuch as this article appeared in what was supposed to 
be a Christian bulletin, it would be but natural to suppose 
that the "teachers" referred to would, at the very least, be 
Christians. Yet, if you will check, not a single one of them is 
a member of the Lord's\church-every last one of them is 
some kind of denomina?ional preacher, teacher or writer! 

What difference does it make what John R. W. Stott, a 
denominational writer, said! You would think, from the way 
Mayeux cites his words at the outset of his article that Stott's 
words, like Paul's, were written by commandment of the 
Lord! (See I Corinthians 14:37). Not so. Like Swindoll, 
Packer, Baumann, Boice, Colson, Guinness and the 

"countless others" referred to in his fourth paragraph, these 
writers are unconverted denominationalists. Yet Mayeux 
calls them "my teachers9'-and from everything that we have 
ever heard or read from Mayeux (from what he said at the 
Joplin Meeting onward), he got it right that time! 

Were those 3,000 Mayeux mentioned who made up the 
so-called "Congress on Biblical Exposition (C0BE)"our 
brethren? Of all those mentioned as being present, Mayeux 
and the40 he describes as taking part were the only members 
of the Lord's church; all the rest clearly had to be nothing 
more than inter-denominationalists. Since when did 
denominationalists have "love for and commitment to the 
word of God?" And in which "churches" were such an 
inter-denominational "Congress on Biblical Exposition 
(COBE)" organized "to elevate the preaching?" Surely not 
the churches of Christ! 

Can't you just see Mayeux and those "40 from churches of 
Christ" he mentioned all hurrying from session to session, 
"anxious to glean as much as possible" from their 
denominational mentors? 

If what Mayeux has been saying from the Joplin Meeting 
onward has caused faithful Christians to doubt his doctrine, 
his paragraph 4 (see left) makes it abundantly clear as to 
why. It is because he does not look to Christian brethren as 
his teachers, but to denominationalists! Who were all those 
false teachers he named? They all were from the various 
denominations, not from the churches of Christ. Yet 
Mayeux calls them "My teachers." It would appear that we 
should take his word on that to say the least! 

Mayeux says the sense of "commitment" was evident 
among all who participated. No doubt this was the case. But 
commitment to what? Are denominational preachers, 
teachers and writers committed to "thus saith the Lord?" If 
so, where does the Lord authorize any churches other than 
the churches of Christ? 

Think through what Mayeux is saying as he brings his 
article to a close. Does he really believe that the Holy Spirit 
gives "power" and "direction" to denominational preachers 
in their preparation and preaching? Does he really believe 
that denominational preachers have "a tremendous loyalty 
to Christ and His word?" Does he really believe that there 
are "many Christian backgrounds" (denominations) and 
that he is "part"of their "great tradition?" If this is not what 
he meant at least it is what he said! 

He also said that "Over fifty became Christians" the night 
that denominational preacher Stephen Olford spoke in "a 
soccer stadium in England."'If so, how did they "become 
Christians?" Does Randy Mayeux believe that denomina- 
tional preaching makes Christians? How can one be taught 
wrong and baptized right? What he should have said was 
that "Over fifty became misled that night to think they were 
Christians when actually they were not." The Bible only 
makes Christians only-and no other doctrine does. 
Denominational preachers bring a different doctrine; those 
who follow their doctrine do  not become Christians. It's as 
simple as that! 

A N D  THEN THERE WAS M A R V I N  PHILLIPS! 
But such men as Shelly, Banowsky, McNeese, and 

Mayeux are not alone in their teaching and practice of 
inter-denominationalism. What about Marvin Phillips and 
the Garnett Road Church of Christ-the same ones who 
sponsor the so-called "Tulsa Workshop" to which so many 
1,000s of our misguided brethren "hurry from session to 
session" year after year, just like the 3,000 Mayeux described 
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Church Following 
's Guidelines 

Leaders 
B CAROLYN JENKINS 
Xorld Religion Editor 

Last fail, when the Garnett Road Church of Christ congrega- 
Um b#m a process of selecting additional leaders, it realized 

af. the church has a large attendance, it did not have 
a p  llst of members from which to c b w e  leaders. 

e reallzed that we were not training future leaders," said 
Mike Martin. 
B ~ o m  that realization came GLTI, (Garnett Leadership 

TPalaing 1). a nine-month leadership training program, pat- 
terned after Leadership Tulsa, a successful community leader- 
sht or anizatlon created 13 years ago by$tbe Metropolitan TYL &mber of Commerce and the Junior League. 

For the initial program, classes have been limited to pre-en- 
rolled tnen from the church, but, Martin said, if it proves 
succe$sful, next year GLT2 will be open to the public, including 
menand women, although enrollment would be limited by num- 
ber. 

Martin, coordinator of this year's program, said speakers in- 
clude pastors from other churches, school administrators, au- 
thors, counseIors, businessmen, and more. 

At  the first meeting, in January, Garnett's minister Marvin 
Phillips s ke to the group about the church's past, present and 
future. &tin said. 

At the February session last week, the speakers were Terry 
Rush, minister of Memorial Drive Church of Christ, and Billy 
JLW Daugherty, pastor at Victory Christian Center. Their topic 
was "Religion and the Brotherhood." 

Following that session, Daugherty said it was "refreshing to 
know we have the same Lord, the same Bible, and we're 
brothers. We all agreed that for too long people have thought 
we were poles a art. We're much closer than people think, 
PbOut faith, how 8oci works in our lives." 

Daugherty said he felt the program "will have an impact on 
those men that will be life-chan ing." He said he has asked 
Phillips to speak to the Victory 8 hristian leadership group on 

who attended this inter-denominational "Congress of 
Biblical Exposition (COBE)"! 

Photo-reproduced on this page is an  article from the 
Tulsa World for Sunday, February 15.1987. It was enclosed 
in a letter to  me by brother Franklin Thompson, whose 
comment was "Sad, sad, so sad." As I read it, I have to agree; 
it is sad. Entitled, "Church Following City's Guidelines For  
Future Leaders," and written by Carolyn Jenkins, Religion 
Editor for the Tulsa World, it describes a leadership training 
program, which Phillips and Garnett Road had "patterned 
after Leadership Tulsa, a successful community leadership 
organization created 13 years ago by the Metropolitan Tulsa 
Chamber of Commerce and the Junior League." 

At first, it looked like some sort of secular program; 
however, by paragraph 5, we learned that "speakers include 
pastors from other churches, school administrators. authors, 
counselors, businessmen, and more." Paragraph 6 shows 
Phillips speaking to  the group in January;  however. inter- 
denominationalism was apparent in February, when "Billy 

- The April session will bz3 on the topic "Who Is M 
Neighbor?'' and will include a bus tour of the city so the churd  
members can get a close look at the plight of the homeless, the 
bridge people, and other such situations, Martin said. Speaking 
to the group before the tour will be Joe Sales. a Tulsa police 
officer. 
- In May, Ken Selby. founder and chief executive officer of 

Ken's Pizza, and Jim Roberts, a Tulsa insurance agent and 
leader in the Garnett congregation, will address the session on 
the topic "What Causes Leadership?" Selby will tell how he 
went from high school science teacher to his present position. 
and how to take an idea and turn it into reality. - Dr. Dan McCaghren, a member of the staff of Family 
Christian Institute, and a minister at Southern Hills Church of 
Christ, will be the June speaker on the topic "We Are Our 
Brother's Keeper." Martin said McCa hren's talk will focus on 
the quality of leadership on an indivifual basis. - In July, the tentatively scheduled s aker is Geor e 
Bragg, president of Telex, on the subject "S Pp e herds of GO& 
Flock.'' Bragg, a leader in Kirk of the ~ i l i  Presbyterian 
Church, will talk about his role in the church and busy schedule 
at work. - The August speaker wU1 be Dr. Carry Zenke, superinten- 
dent of Tulsa Public Schools, on the topic "Give Your Servant a 
Discerning Heart!" Martin said Zenke is expected ta give an 
overview and chan es in education, and the discussion part of 
the meeting will f m s  on the lack of change in Christian 
education since the 1940s. - In September, the class will include a eaae study ot 
Charles Swindo1l"s book "Hand Me Ariother Brick." The pro- 
gram in general and special projects undertaken durfng the 
program wiB b reviewed. 

In October, the session will ,be held to plan next year's 
program which will begin in January. Martin said percs~ss 
interested in  the  program should call the Garnett Church af 
Christ. 

Joe Daugherty. pastor at Victory Christian Center" was 
brought in as co-speaker with Terry Rush. If anyone thinks 
Phillips or  Rush were trying to  "convert" this denomina- 
tional "pastor". what he said afterward would not seem to  
indicate it. Note that he is quoted as saying it was "refreshing 
to  know we have the same Lord. the same Bible. and we're 
brothers..."-clearly meaning that  we are "brothers" 
alrea&, not after conversion either way! 

Whether all the speakers from March through June  are 
members of the Lord's church is not clear; however. the 
tentatively scheduled speaker in July is George Bragg. a 
leader in the Kirk of the Hills Presbyterian Church; and. in 
September, the class will include a case study of Charles 
Swindoll's book, "Hand Me Another Brick." And who is 
Charles Swindoll? Just another denominational preacher. 
that's who! Please note that he also was one of the speakers 
on the inter-denominational "Congress of Biblical Exposi- 
tion (COBE)" extolled in brother Mayeux's article immedi- 
ately foregoing. 
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When most of such brethren are admonished for trying to 
change the church from non-denominational(God's way) to 
inter-denominational (man's way), they usually come back 
at you with something like "how are we ever going to convert 
them otherwise?" You can point to the requirements of I1 
John 9-1 1 until you drop and they just look at you as if you 
had said nothing at all. 

It reminds me of what Samuel said to Saul in I Kings 15. 
Samuel told Saul that the Lord had said,"Now go and smite 
Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare 
them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and 
suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass." It could hardly have 
been put any plainer than that. However, evidently Saul 
thought he knew better than the Lord, for verse 9 tells us, 
"But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the 
sheep, and the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and 
all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them: but 
everything that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed 
utterly." 

This may have seemed better to Saul than what God had 
commanded; however, because of it, the Lord said to Saul, 
in verse 11, "It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be 
king: for he is turned back from following me, and hath not 
performed my commandments." When Saul saw Samuel, he 
pretended to have obeyed God, saying, in verse 13, "I have 
performed the commandment of the Lord." But Samuel 
knew better. He said, verse 14, "What meaneth then this 
bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen 
which I hear?" 

Saul knew that he had not obeyed God; however, he tried 
to pass the responsibility for his disobedience to the people, 
saying, verse 15, "They have brought them from the 
Amalekites: for the people spared the best of the sheep and 
of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God; and the rest 
we have utterly destroyed." 

From verses 17 through 19, Samuel rebuked Saul, saying, 
"When thou wast little in thine own sight, wast thou not the 
head of the tribes of Israel, and the Lord anointed thee king 
over Israel? And the Lord sent thee on a journey, and said, 
Go and utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight 
against them until they be consumed. Wherefore then didst 

thou not obey the voice of the Lord, but didst fly upon the 
spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the Lord?" 

From verses 20 and 21, then, we see Saul protesting that 
he actually hadUobeyed the voice of the Lord". Even though 
he had Agag alive right there, still he claimed to have 
"utterly destroyed the Amalekites." As for the spoil, the 
sheep, the oxen, and the chief of the things which should 
have been utterly destroyed, he said "the people" had 
brought them back "to sacrifice unto the Lord ..." 

But Samuel set Saul straight on that matter, saying, 
"Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to 
obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubborn- 
ness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected 
the word of the Lord, he.hath also rejected thee from being 
king." 

Too late, Saul finally confessed that he had sinned by 
having thus transgressed the commandment of the Lord by 
obeying thepeople's voice instead. He pleaded for pardon- 
but it was too late. The Lord already had rejected him from 
being king over Israel. 

Is this the way it is going to be with the Shellys, the 
Banowskys, the McNeeses, the Mayeuxs and the Phillipses 
among us? God clearly has commanded, in I1 John 9-1 1, 
thatb'If there come ANY unto you, and BRING NOT THIS 
DOCTRINE, receive him NOT into your house, NEITHER 
bid him GOD SPEED: for he that biddeth him GOD 
SPEED is PARTAKER O F  HIS EVIL DEEDS." None of 
the denominationalists bring the doctrine of Christ as it is 
taught in the word of God. Yet all of the above brethren- 
and others like them-continue to"receive"such and to bid 
them "God speed" through being "partakers" with them, 
thus also becoming "partakers of their evil deeds." 

It is not just some kingship over Israel that they are in the 
process of losing; but, through refusing to obey the Lord, 
they are in jeopardy of his rejection, thus losing their own 
souls. They and those who are following after their false 
leadership would do well to reconsider and repent while 
there is still time. -2956 Allshore 

.Memphis, Tennessee 38118 

The Only Brethren I Have are "Brethren in ErrorJ8 
Tom L. Bright 

That the truth of the above title is self-evident none would 
dare deny. But when we consider the application being made 
of this and other statements by those who, under the facade 
of "unity," are advocating "union" with the Independent 
Christian Church, then we must take issue. 

The basic issue is as follows: Some are affirming that 
those of the Independent Christian Church (hereafter, ICC) 
are our brethren in Christ and that we should extend to them 
the right hand of fellowship. Others, affirming that the use 
of mechanical instruments of music in worship is SIN and 
not a matter of opinion (they are called "non-instrumental 
brethren'?, respond with the thought that even if such were 
true, they (ICC) are "brethren in error" and are not in 
fellowship with God; therefore, they cannot be in fellowship 
with us. Those defending the so-called "Unity Movement" 
normally answer, "The only brethren I have are 'brethren in 
error,"' or "All of my brethren are 'brethren in error."' 
Sometimes the answer is "Why, I am a 'brother in error,'so 
are you, and so are all other Christians." Thus, in some 

inexplicable way, with the wave of the magical wand of 
Cinderella's fairy godmother, everything is made right, all 
difficulties have been resolved, and the problem has been 
eliminated. 

When I first read this argument from the pens of Carl 
Ketcherside and Leroy Garrett several years ago, I considered 
it irresponsible. Today, even though it is being "parroted 
like Polly" by Rubel Shelly, Reuel Lemmons, Marvin 
Phillips,Bill J. Humble, and a host of other false teachers, I 
still affirm that the conclusion they reach is totally false. It is 
a forced conclusion, and it exhibits a philosophy that is in 
total agreement with the subjective mindset that permeates 
our society, and is nothing more than a futile argument 
showing the inherent weakness of that which they desire to 
prove. Without doubt this argument is used as if it 
undeniably, irresistibly, irrefutably, and eternally proved 
their contention of full fellowship with the ICC, thus 
justifiying their involvement in attempting to bring about a '  
"merger" of the churches of Christ and the ICC. 
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But that this contention is neither undeniable, irresistible, 
or irrefutable, is easily shown. In fact, this is a-classic - 
example of the impossibility of taking a false premise, 
reasoning correctly from that false premise, and coming to 
the truth. The basic false premise used here is that one 
imperfect man does not have the right to pass judgment 
upon another imperfect man. Stated in another way, it is 
advanced that because I am weak and sometimes sin, that I 
do not have the right (much less the responsibility) to judge 
the scripturalness of a doctrine or a practice advocated by 
another "weak" or "imperfect" Christian. In light of this 
travesty, I think it is passing strange that those who favor 
fellowship with the ICC do not hesitate to "judge" any man 
who will affirm that their doctrine and practice in this matter 
are totally false. 

We now propose to show that this basic premise is 
incorrect. All will agree that a Christian should never be 
guilty of harsh, censorious, unjustified, or ungodly "judg- 
ing." But the passage or passages which teach that we are not 
to"judgen under any circumstance cannot be cited. Certainly 
the passage most often used (Matthew 7: 1-5) falls far short 
of their false doctrine. "Judgment," of and by itself, is not 
the focal point of the Lord's words. It is the KIND of 
judgment that is under consideration here. We deny, 
without hesitation, that this passage in any way teaches 
unconditionally and unreservedly, the principle of "no 
judgment." 

If it does, then Jesus himself, just ten verses later (v. 15), 
informs us to do the very thing that some would have him 
forbidding in the first five verses. If "no judgment" can be 
made, why would the Lord warn against "false prophets." 
Why would he imply that which he had just forbidden? 
Moreover, are we to assume that the Jews could "judge 
righteous judgment" (John 7:24) under the law of Moses, 
but that we have not that privilege under the gospel system? 

The fact of the matter is not that there has been a failure in 
makinga distinction between the use of the word "judge" to 
mean condemnation, and to use the word in the sense of to 
examine, try, weigh, consider, to see if such is acceptable to 
God. Webster, in his unabridged work, gives the following 
definitions: "4. to form an idea or opinion about (any 
matter). 5. to think or suppose."(p. 989). Are we therefore, 
under the obligation to accept the assertion that we cannot 
look at  a doctrine or practice to see if such is acceptable to  
God? Of course not! Moreover, this thought will be 
substantiated if one will simply take the English Bible, with 
either Young's or Strong's Concordance, and check every 
passage where the original word (KRIVO) is found. If one 
will add to this the fact that Thayer (pp. 360-361) gives the 
word seven different shades of meaning, with subdivisions 
under each of these, it is clear that Jesus did not forbid one to 
"examine," "try," or "consider" the teaching or practice of 
another. 

Further proof is seen when we consider another original 
word (DOKIMAZO). According to Thayer (p. 154), the 
word means "1. to test, examine, prove, scrutinize (to see 
whether a thing be genuine or not). 2. To recognize as 
genuine after examination, to approve, deem worthy." This 
word is translated "prove" (Romans 12:2; I1 Corinthians 
135; I Thessalonians 5:21), "proving" (Ephesians 5:10), 
"approve"(Phi1ippians 1: 10) and "proved"(1 Timothy 3: 10). 

Surely none would deny that for us toprove what is good 
(Romans 12:2), we might be called upon to6'judge" whether 
that which is taught and/or practiced by certain men is 
pleasing to God. What are we to do ifproving our own selves 
(I1 Corinthians 135) requires us to consider what we have 

been taught by some brother, and ultimately discover that it 
-is entirely wrong? What is the procedure ifproving what is 

acceptable to  the Lord (Ephesians 5: 10) requires us to pass 
judgment upon the doctrine and practice of another man? 
Should we forget it? How should we respond if the 
individual which we considered would begin to chant 
"Judge not, that ye be not judged'? Does not the injunction 
to prove all things (I Thessalonians 5:21) imply that all 
teaching, all practices, should be considered, weighed, 
scrutinized, or examined to see whether it be true or false? In 
I Timothy 3:10, Paul demands that which our liberal 
brethren would forbid, that is, pass JUDGMENT upon a 
brother! Certainly all would agree that this is not "condemna- 
tory" judgment commanded here. How far, 0 Lord, how 
far, will false brethren go to prove that which cannot be 
proved? 

Does not the injunction of Ephesians 5: 11, "And have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 
reprove them," imply that weak and imperfect Christians 
might have to  pass "judgment" upon weak and imperfect 
Christians? Indeed, I would appreciate some of my "judge 
not" brethren to explain Paul's statement in I Corinthians 
5: 12 when he wrote, "For what have I to  do  to  judge them 
also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within?" 
The word translated "judge" here is the same word Jesus 
used in Matthew 7:l-5; did Paul affirm that they did 
something which Jesus told them not to do? Are we to 
assume that, possibly, Paul countermanded Jesus' state- 
ment? 

How long after Paul withstood Peter to his face do you 
suppose it was that Paul apologized to Peter for his action? 
After all, he did have the audacity to inform the Galatian 
readers that Peterb'was to  be blamedW(Galatians 2: 1 1). I can 
almost hear Peter whiningb'Judge not, that ye be not judged" 
when he found out that Paul had the gall to affirm that he, 
along with Barnabas and the other Jews, were guilty of 
hypocrisy! (Galatians 1 : 12-1 3). 

Can you not hear Hymenaeus and Alexander crying 
"Judge not, that ye be not judged" whenthey found out Paul 
was unchristian enough to "judge" that they had made 
shipwreck of their faith?. How about Phygellus and 
Hermogenes, of whom Paul wrote (judged) that they had 
turned from him (I1 Timothy 1 : 15)? Just how ungodly, how 
judgmental, how unkind was Paul when he6'judged" that the 
doctrine of Hymenaeus and Philetus was like a canker 
(cancer), and that they had erred, concerning the truth (I1 
Timothy 2: 17-18)? 

"Yes, but that was Paul who made these judgmentsWis the 
answer that we probably will hear. What difference does 
that make? Are we to assume from such silly reasoning that 
an inspired apostle could make these decisions, but that any 
uninspired Christian who might read his instructions could 
not handle the same situations in the same way? Must we 
conclude that Paul could write about the cancerous doctrine 
of these ungodly individuals and be acceptable to God, but if 
any uninspired person did so, he would be displeasing to 
God? Such nonsense does not deserve an answer. 

Thus, the argument (?) that "The only brethren I have are 
brethren in error" is no argument. It is a sweet-sounding 
deception that proves nothing, justifies nothing, and settles 
nothing. When this argument is used, we need only to ask 
one question: "What does that prove?" The fact of the 
matter is, that the only thing proved is that they are guilty of 
being piously judgmental of those that they claim are 
impiously judgmental. -111 South Curry 

West Plains, Missouri 65775 
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IS SHELLY A DISCIPLE 

Ben F. 

A recent issue of One Body (a paper promoting "unity" 
between Christian Churches and churches of Christ) ran an 
article by R u b e l  Shelly entitled "Fellowship Without 
Compromise." This article was edited from a speech which 
he made at a"Unity ForumMat Hillsboro, Ohio, August 14, 
1985. 

In the December 2, 1984, issue of The Informer, I 
dedicated an entire bulletin (and then some) to parallels 
between what W. C a r l  Ketcherside has said and what Rube1 
Shelly has been saying of late. This article received a much 
wider circulation, for which I am grateful, in another 
bulletin edited by Gar land  R o b i n s o n  and in Contending for 
the Faith, edited by Ira Rice, Jr. (February, 1985). The 
parallels are "ungetoverable", and at least one in the 
Christian Church saw the likenesses between Ketcherside 
and Shelly. At that Unity Forum, in the Question and 
Answer session, this man commented publicly to Shelly: 

"...and we [a Mr. Riggin and this man] talked about Carl 
Ketcherside. I'm a great fan of his. Thirty years ago he was 
saying the same thing that you're saying. And I think I have 
everything that he ever wrote. And, incidentally, I used to 
belong t o  a non-instrumental church ..." 

Of course, Shelly, in commenting on the parallel, said, "I 
don't, I don't think we are saying the same thing, at least, if I 
understand him correctly." 

But Shelly can deny that his teaching parallels Ketcher- 
side's until the U. S. budget is balanced and we are out of 
debt, but the truth still remains. The parallels which follow 
come from Shelly's teaching at the Unity Forum August 1985 
in Hillsboro, Ohio. His words and phrases come from the 
same mold as Ketcherside's. A few comments are in order on 
some of the parallels, but on others it is not necessary. 

The Lord Did Not Die for the Instrument 
SHELLY KETCHERSIDE 

"I don't draw the line a t  the "Jesus did not die to  establish a 
instrument. I don't think the faction... H e  did not suffer on 
Lord died over that ... That, thecross to  crmteananti-instru- 
that's what I mean, that nothing, ment party either." (Mission 
a millennia1 view, instrumental Messenger, Vol. 37, No. 1, p. 
music, those things will not be a 10.) 
test of my fellowship as t o  who I 
a m  going t o  claim as  a brother 
in Christ, or, hopefully, who 
will claim me as  a brother in 
Christ, o r  whether he sees the 
Lord reigning on the earth a 
thousand years, or whether the 
millennial reign is going o n  as  I 
think now. Those are not the 
things that I believe Christ died 
for." 

Shelly cannot draw the line at the counting of beads, 
offering of incense, lighting of candles, or baptizing infants 
as religious rites, because the Lord did not die for any of 
these things. Will Shelly fellowship the Catholics and Jews? 

Vick, Jr. 

If not, why not? But the Lord did die for the truth. "Then 
said he, Lo, I come to d o  thy  will, 0 God.  He take th  away  t h e  
first t h a t  h e  m a y  establish t h e  second." (Hebrews 10:9.) He 
took the old covenant away by nailing it to the cross. 
(Colossians 2: 14.) He established the new by the same act. 

I1 John 9-11 
SHELLY KETCHERSIDE 

" ... disfellowship of a believer "This doctrine about which 
ought t o  occur only when the John writes is the teaching that 
error of belief he embraces Jesus Christ has come in the 
denies the very heart of the flesh. ... 
gospel message... "To even suggest that a sin- 

"An example of the first-a cere opinion about cups, classes, 
belief that just denies the, very colleges, music, money or  the 
heart of the gospel would be the millennium, constitutes the kind 
sort of thing that John's talking of evil deeds in which John  
about in I1 John, verses 7-9, forbids participation is the 
where some Gnostic-type false height of absurdity." (Mission 
teachers are denying that Jesus Messenger, Vol. 37, No. 3, pp. 
has already come in the flesh.... 43-44.) 
No fellowship with that person. 
Why? His message takes the 
heart out of the gospel." 

Shelly, at the Freed-Hardeman lectures in 1977, used I1 
John 9 as a proof text to show that we could not fellowship 
those who use the instrument in worship. His position on 
this has changed. In Matthew 16: 12 we readMof t h e  doctr ine 
of t h e  Pharisees and of t h e  Sadducees." This does not mean 
the doctrineabout these two sects, but what they taught. The 
same is true with I1 John 9. The passage is not a reference 
solely to the doctrine about Christ, but his teaching. 

Ten Years Ago I Would Have 
Withdrawn from Myself 

SHELLY 
"For some of my brethren it'$ 
all o r  nothing. And it has be- 
come all or nothing, then, with 
me. I'm, I'm not in fellowship 
with some of those brethren, 
and they71 tell you. I fellowship 
them. I embrace them. I love 
them. And I, I've not bid them 
farewell. They have me from 
the pulpits as  someone that's no 
longer in this brotherhood. I've 
been publicly disfellowshipped 
in some churches and marked 
in some papers. Uh, perhaps if I 
had not known before I started 
that that would happen, it would 
have affected me differently. I 
knew it would happen. Ten years 
ago I would have done it." 

KETCHERSIDE 
"On the ridiculous basis of 
exclusivism there is not a think- 
ing man alive who could have 
been in fellowship with his own 
self ten years ago, and who will 
not have t o  withdraw from his 
present self ten years hence." 
(The Question Box, p. 22.) 
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The Same Family-Yet Do Not See 
Eye to Eye on Everything 
SHELLY 

"And really, when you talk 
about New Testament concepts 
for the church, I think I like that 
last one best of all. The family 
of God. And because we have 
the same Father we cannot but 
treat each other as brothers and 
sisters. That doesn't mean, any 
more than it means in our 
natural family, that we're gonna 
see eye to  eye on everything. I t  
doesn't mean that I have any 
sort of obligation to manipulate 
or coerce you, nor you me. We 
simply have the responsibility 
of being brothers." 

KETCHERSIDE 
"...But one need not be right 
about everything God has re- 
vealed in order t o  have life o r  t o  
share in the family relation- 
ship .... 

"There is room in the family 
for those who may be mistaken 
about many things."(TheQues- 
tion Box, p. 24.). 

Not All Truth of Equal Importance 
SHELLY KETCHERSIDE 

"...fellowship, also relates to  "Certainly it is important that 
the sense of approval and en- we search, prove and investigate 
dorsement....And these issues the sacred writings. We must 
that I've listed are certainly not embrace every truth contained 
equal in importance, a t  least in them as we become aware of 
not in my mind, ...." it. No truth in the universe is 

unimportant. But all truths are 
not equally important ...."(M is- 
sion Messenger, Vol. 37, pp. 
138-139.) 

Corinth and Fellowship 
SHELLY KETCHERSIDE 

"From a Biblical perspective, 
the letter of I Corinthians puts 
the matter to  rest as  t o  whether 
there are two levels of fellowship 
among believers. Paul never 
hesitated to  acknowledge the 
people who were the recipients 
of his epistle as members of the 
fellowship of Christ. H e  writes 
that letter to  the church of God 
that's a t  Corinth. Repeatedly in 
the letter he calls them God's 
vineyard, God's family, my 
brothers. They were Christians. 
He knew that because he's the 
one who'd preached the gospel 
among them. And they'd be- 
lieved that gospel. And they'd 
been baptized. Yet, Paul never 
once compromised himself by 
endorsing the division, the in- 
cest, the lawsuits, the pagan 
feasts, the denial of a general 
resurrection, or the other things 
going on among some of those 
brethren, and in I Corinthians, 
chapter 11, verse 2, he mid, I 
praise you in every good thing 
you're doing." 

"If the congregation a t  Jeru- 
salem could have its liberals 
and conservatives, if Corinth 
could have those who ate meats 
sacrificed to idols and those 
who would not, and if Rome 
could have its carnivore and its 
vegetarians, all without a breach 
of fellowship, then why cannot 
we have our 'organic' churches 
and our 'inorganic' churches, 
our Sunday school churches 
and our non-Sunday School 
churches, our premill and amill, 
and all the rest, and still 'preserve 
the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace?" (Restoration 
Review, Vol. 12, No. 6, p. 106.) 

This parallel is the same withLeroy Garret t  who has been 
in "cahoots" with Ketcherside for some time. The question is 
not whether or not Paul was in fellowship with the churchat 
Corinth at the time he wrote concerning their problems of 
division, fornication, lawsuits, perverting the Lord's supper, 
and the misunderstanding of the resurrection. (I Corin- 
thians.) The Lord even gave Jezebel "space to repent." 
(Revelation 2:20-21) But the question is: Would Paul have 
continued to fellowship them if, having taught and corrected 
them, they remained in their sins? We think not! In I 
Corinthians 4:21 he said, "What  will ye? shal l  I come u n t o  
y o u  with a rod,  or in love, a n d  in t h e  spirit  o f  meekness?" 
Concerning that first letter, Paul said, "For to this  e n d  a l so  
d i d  I write, t h a t  I might  k n o w  t h e  proof  o f  you, whether  ye 
b e  obedient  in a l l  things." (I1 Corinthians 2:9.) "I told you  
before, a n d  foretell you, as if I were present, t h e  second time, 
a n d  being absent n o w  I write to t h e m  which heretofore have  
s inned a n d  to all other ,  t h a t  if I come again I will not spare." 
(I1 Corinthians 13:2.) 

Both Sides Are Responsible 
for Division 

SHELLY KETCHERSIDE 
"If, if I were in a congregation 
where the will of that congre- 
gation, the decision of the 
elders, was that the instrument 
is going to be used next week, I 
wouldn't mount the pulpit and 
condemn them and divide the 
church. I'd have a conscience 
question as to  whether I could 
stay and worship with that 
church, but I would not stand 
up and say: Well, let the faithful 
of God step across the line and 
stand with me. Uh, wete  divided 
the body over it too often, 
whether it's because you intro- 
duced it or we dug in our heels 
and said no t o  it. We'd both 
have t o  bear guilt in given 
situations." 

"You see, I think the assump- 
tion always is in a time of 
disagreement and division, some- 
body's right and somebody's 
wrong. And very often I think 
in principle we clearly have 
both been wrong." 

"We should never have di- 
vided over instrumental music 
in the first place. I t  was a sin to  
d o  so. And we should not remain 
divided over it, or our other 
silly hangups now! I refuse to  
help perpetuate a senseless feud. 
I am non-instrumental by persua- 
sion, conviction and choice, but 
I a m  not anti-brotherhood by 
any means." (Restoration Re- 
view, Vol. 12, No. 7, p. 137.). 

What would it take for brother Shelly to mount the pulpit 
and oppose error? If he would not stand up and oppose the 
bringing in of an instrument into the local congregation, 
even opposing the eldership for bringing it in, what would it 
take? Do you suppose he would have mounted the pulpit 
and opposed one elder's being recognized as "the bishop3'in 
the local congregation and all others being subservient to 
him? (Acts 2C:28-32.) His words sound like those of a 
hireling. 

Such compromising statements are deplorable to me! 
Both, in essence, are "spitting in the faces" of faithful 
pioneer preachers who have stood against such innovations. 
It is to trample under foot the cause of Christ by which every 
inch of ground has been gained by diligent warfare with the 
enemy. Brother Joe Warlick, in his debate with S t a r k ,  said: 
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"...if we inquire as  t o  what o r  who is responsible for the present 
sad state of affairs, well may we ask: 'Lord, is it I?' but the 
wonder is why brother Stark, or anyone else, should seem to fail 
to  find the easy answer. Everyone knows that those who have 
introduced and brought in the divisive things, including 
instrumental music into the worship of the saints are alone and 
altogether responsbile for the division. [Emphasis mine- 
BFVJr.1 Judas Iscariot knew that it was he who should betrav 
the saviour and that the blame should rest with none of thk 
innocent eleven, and I am persuaded t o  think that our brother 
himself knows that he and those on  his side of the question are 
t o  be blamed for the division; and any effort upon the part of 
any man to place the responsibility upon those of God's saints 
who still worship as we all did before instrumental music was 
introduced, which was and is to worship as the New Testament 
directs, is really amusing to all sensible people, and even 
disgusting to many." [Emphasis mine-BFV J R  .] 

Leave Judgment to God 
SHELLY 

"The purpose of my study is 
not t o  establish a set of criteria 
for doing the Lord Jesus' work 
of judging the world. I decided 
a while back 1's gonna give that 
up and leave it in his hands. 
[Laughter.] It  was a dimcult 
decision, and the Lord may 
have felt some consternation be- 
cause, t o  that point, I'd been, 
I'd been doing a lot of his work 
for him. [Laughter.] And, and 
getting him off the hook. But I 
dumped it back in his lap. All 
judgment has been committed 
t o  the Son  by the Father, and I 
decided I l l  leave it there..." 

KETCHERSIDE 
"Of course the answer t o  that 

is that we d o  not know. When 
God has not revealed unto us 
what his judgment will be we 
ought not t o  usurp the divine 
prerogative and take care of the 
judgment in advance in order to  
save him the trouble." (The 
Question Box, p. 69.). 

Compromise 
SHELLY KETCHERSIDE 

"In the unhappy category of "I know a number of brethren 
things dividing us, nothing's who give their allegiance t o  
been said that smacks of a n  Jesus Christ and differ with me 
appeal for compromise. Instead, about the millennium. And I 
theappealis simply for integrity am not about t o  deny their 
before God, diligent study, and allegiances. I d o  not compromise 
all of us staying open t o  truth." my thinking nor sacrifice my 

position when I labor with 
brethren who differ with me." 
(The Question Box, p. 26.) 

"Fellowship in Christ Jesus 
does not even imply endorse- 
ment of the ideas, concepts, 
interpretations, deductions and 
opinions of those within it. I t  
never did and never will." 
(Mission Messenger, Vol. 37, 
pp. 25-26.) 

Conscience Against the Instrument 
SHELLY KETCHERSIDE 

"Let me speak confessionally. "There are also real signs of 
Please try t o  understand the lessening tension between those 
position that people with my who use mechanical instruments 
conscientious conviction about in conjunction with their expres- 
the instrument hold. I don't sion of corporate praise and 
want to  be difficult and force those whose consciences lead 

my will on you. I really don't. themtoopposesuch."(Mission 
At the same time, there are just Messenger, Vol. 37, No. 12, p. 
some things I can't d o  without 185.) 
sinning, because of a conscien- 
tious conviction. The conscien- 
tious conviction may be dead 
wrong. But if it's a conscien- 
tious, but i f  it's a conscientious 
conviction and I violate it, I sin. 
[From the audience: 'That's 
right,l I can't d o  that, and I 
don't think you want me t o  d o  
that." 

Fellowship and I1 Corinthians 6:15 
SHELLY 

"Since fellowship at  the first 
level that I've indicated, recog- 
nition of a man as a child of 
God, is, is predicated on a right 
relationship with God through 
Christ, certainly those who are 
not in Christ have no fellowship 
with the people of God. By 
means of a rhetorical question 
Paul emphasized in I1 Corin- 
thians 6:15 that believers don't 
have anything in common with 
unbelievers. There's just n o  
fellowship at  either level." 

KETCHERSIDE 
"Unbelievers in the Corinthian 

context are the unjust, the world 
of the unregenerate, those who 
walk in darkness. In  2 Corin- 
thians 6:15 Paul asks, 'What 
part hath he that believeth with 
a n  infidel?' Never does he ask 
what part one believer has with 
another, even one who is mis- 
taken. (The Question Box, p. 
21.). 

The Martyrdom Syndrome or 
Brethren More Unfair Than Others 

SHELLY KETCHERSIDE 
"Yeah, I've taken a great deal of "There is another thing that 
criticism, not from brother strikes me as being a little 
DeWelt and not from you, the peculiar also, and that is that 
people that I disagree with on brethren are often more unfair 
the instrument, but from some than those who make no profes- 
of my own brethren whose sion of faith in Jesus." (The 
attitude is, is different from Question Box, p. 23.) 
mine as to  whether or not there ."Do not be misled into think- 
are really two levels of fellow- ing it is easy to  overcome the 
ship." ' party spirit. I t  is a work of the 

flesh and all such works have a 
subtle attraction to those who 
are in the flesh. One realizes 
that he must face the scorn and 
contempt of those with whom 
he has been more closely iden- 
tified and associated. He will be 
branded a turncoat, a heretic 
and a Benedict Arnold." (Mis- 
sion Messenger, Vol. 37, No. 
12, p. 179.). 

Conclusion 
In publishing these parallels, I have no ill will toward 

Rube1 Shelly. At the FreediHardeman Preachers-Elders 
meeting (Oct. 12,1985) I spoke face to face with Rube1 and 
told him that he was,wrong and that I hoped and prayed he 
would repent before it was too late. But these things are 
written because he continues to push his divisive doctrine, 
and this makes it necessary to continue to warn brethren. 
(Ezekiel 33:7-11.) I recommend that all obtain a copy of 
Alan E. Highers' excellent booklet, How Do you Spell 
(FXf)llowship? 
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With Rubel And Calvin On The Plain Of Ono? 
Bill Jackson 

In Nehemiah 6: 1-4, "unity meetings" in a long ago day 
were rejected by God's servant, his seeing no positive result 
to come from such. Those who were really enemies of the 
truth of God were making the proposals to Nehemiah, 
desiring to effect such a meeting. Verse 3 of Nehemiah 6 has 
Nehemiah's response, to the point that his work for God 
could not be neglected while he met on the plain of Ono with 
those who were hindering God's cause. We, and a number of 
other brethren with us, have thought along these lines when 
a proposal has come our way in recent times. 

This last proposal for a meeting with representatives of 
the Christian Church has just a little different "flavor" to it, 
in that one or two men have been invited who have been 
known brotherhood-wide for their love of, and stance upon, 
the truth of God. As we have heard this proposal discussed, 
time and again we have heard faithful men who would reject 
such a meeting, and with good reason. We want to list some 
of those reasons just now: 

(1) Past "unity meetings9'which have been held have been 
much less than productive. While the're has been considerable 
writing regarding these meetings, and to the effect that "now 
we know who we are, and what the other side feels," and 
such like, knowledgeable saints have long known what the 
Christian Church has stood for, what their preachers stand 
for, and the arguments made-or lack of them-regarding 
their unscriptural practices. It is a monumental waste of 
time to have a meeting for the purpose of letting men 
identify themselves religiously. 

(2) As yet, we have seen no agenda wherein the parties get 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SUMMERVILLE, PA 15864 

1 

100th Anniversary & Homecoming 
June 28-July 1, 1987 

VUe would like to invite all friends, former preachers, those who have 
held meetings, those who have worked with us in any way during the 
past years, and also those who have assisted us in campaigns to 
contact us at their earliest convenience at (814) 856-2280 (business 
phone) or (814) 856-2303 (home) for Gary Smith or write to Church of 
Christ, R.D. 1, Box 63, Summe~ille. PA 15864 c/o Larry Krause. 
Minister (814) 856-2825. If you are unable to come, please let us know. 

\Me also request anyone knowing the whereabouts of the following 
preachers (their last known location is noted) to please contact us as 
soon as possible: 

Jay M. Kennedy, Salem, IN 
Morris Norman, Akron, Ohio 

Bob Collette, Lake Charles. LA 
Ron Stockton. Byesville, Ohio 

Summe~ille has assisted in establishing five congregations over the 
past years and hopes to help start another in the future at New 
Bethlehem. Pa. Six preachers have also sprung out of the work at 
Summewille. 

down to the heart of the differences between the church of 
the Lord and the Independent Christian Church. There have 
been meetings to confess love for all men, and love for those 
with whom we differ. Meetings have been held to  lament the 
lack of fellowship and unity. Meetings have been held to 
speak of the shame of division. And in those meetings, there 
has been as much abuse of Scripture, such as in the misuse of 
Mark 9:38,39, and in the misuse of Romans 14, as there has 
been legitimate points d a d e  on the importance of John 
17:20,21. In the case of Romans 14, the parties have misused 
the passage in placing the matter of the instrument of music 
in worship (not a judgmental thing) in the same category as 
the days and meats of the chapter (and these WERE 
judgmental matters). Still there has been no effort to debate 
the matter of the use of the instrument. 

(3) Furthering that point, we have seen the strong 
tendency to place our brethren in the position of the "weak 
brethren" who are not "mature" and "spiritual" enough to 
see that the instrument in worship, or lack of it, really 

Please send $5.00 (plus $1.00 postage and handling) 
together with your order for above to 

CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH 
2956 Allshore Memphis, Tennessee 381 18 
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doesn't matter. With things "stacked" in favor of the use of 
the instrument, either by the arrangement of the agenda or 
by the type of men asked to represent the church of the Lord, 
the cause of truth has not been well represented in the 
previous meetings. In such circumstances, when they 
beckon from the plain of Ono, the faithful are "too busy in 
the Lord's work to bother." 

(4) Finally, and more pointedly, faithful men I've talked 
to would not be open to such a meeting if they must stand in 
fellowship with such asRubel Shelly and Calvin Warpula in 
representing the cause of Christ. It would be a most 
ridiculous situation, since I have as many fellowship 
problems with these brethren as I do  with preachers from the 
Independent Christian Church! It would be as ridiculous as 
if I joined forces with the local Baptist preacher, and 
together we go and talk to  the Methodist preacher about the 
sinfulness of sprinkling! Or, if the local Episcopalian 
preacher and I joined forces, and together we go and talk to 
the United Pentecostal preacher about his error regarding 
the Godhead! 

With critical doctrinal differences among brethren Shelly 
and Warpula and myself, Ephesians 5: 1 1 and I1 John 9-1 1 
forbids my having fellowship with them, and certainly we 
three could not stand together before Christian Church 
preachers and lament the lack of unity between the two 
groups, when if there is a unity meeting held, it needs to be 
among us three! 

As in Nehemiah's time, the plain of Ono is there, and 
invitations are being sent out. Faithful men are not disposed 
to go, when it means that they must stand, hand-in-hand 
with unfaithful men, pretending fellowship among them- 
selves, as they urge fellowship with others! The faithful of 
God should continue in their work for God, and if Rube1 
and Calvin meet on the plain of Ono, with the affection 
they've already demonstrated toward denominationalism, 
they'll meet there WITHOUT US! -8900 Manchaca Road 

Austin, Texas 78748 

Much Needed Additional 
Building Envisioned 
For Memphis School 

of Preaching 
Curtis A. Cater, 

As the Memphis School of Preaching has embarked this 
year upon its third decade of training faithful "men of the 
Book," the Lord has opened up increased opportunities for 
service in the kingdom. The school is developing and 
growing; thus, the elders of the Knight Arnold Church of 
Christ, who oversee the school, have been seeing the need 
of expansion and have discussed it a number of years. 

Plans are being finalized for a new addition to the 
present 15,372 square foot building which houses the 
Memphis School of Preaching. The new facility will 
contain nearly 10,000 square feet of needed space. 

The new addition will enable a number of critical needs 
to be met, including library and study areas, office space 
for the director, secretary, and other staff, room for special 
lectures and classes, storage space, conference areas, and 
such like. In addition, the building will be designed so that 
it can be opened up also to  accommodate the needs of such 
special activities as the Annual Memphis School of 
Preaching Lectureship. Brother Dub McClish, preacher for 
the great Pearl Street congregation, Denton, Texas, after 
the 1986 M.S.O.P. Lectureship, wrote the director of the 
school in a letter dated April 10, 1986, thus, "What 
outstanding crowds there were! You and the elders had 
better start to work on deciding where you are going to put 
all the people at next year's program." 

Plans also include additional critically needed parking 
areas plus water and electrical hookups for self-contained 

The 1987 Oklahoma City Lectures . . 
"WATCH YE, STAND FAST IN THE FAITH, QUIT YOU LIKE MEN,:BE STRONG" 

April 9 - 10,  
Conducted at: 

THE PIEDMONT CHURCH OF CHRIST 
118 Madison NE 

Piedmont, Oklahoma 73078 
Thursday - April 9, 1987 Friday - April 10, 1987 

9:OOAM Ted J. Thrasher - "Watch Ye, Stand Fast" ( I  9:OOAM Doyle Bloomer - Scriptural And UnScriptural 
Corinthians 16:13) Division 

10:OO AM Wayne Price - Scriptural Church Growth 10:OOAM GI1 Yoder - Divine Peace: How Obtained/ 
11 :00 AM Lloyd Unsell - Present Day Apostasy Maintained? 
12:OO PM Lunch Break 11:OO AM Ron Cosby - "Hast Thou Seen?" (Jeremiah 3:6) 
1:30 PM Singing 12:OO PM Lunch Break 
2:00 PM John Klnslow - Can Matters Of Faith Be Matters 1 :30 PM Singing 

Of Opinion? 2:00 PM Tom L. Brlght - Earnest and Intercession Of The 
3:00 PM Jay Farber -Toleration Of Sin In The Church Spirit 
4:00 PM Panel Forum - Ron Cosby, Carl G. Hecker, 3:00 PM L. W. Mayo - Elders Must Convict The Gainsayer 

Wayne Prlce 4:00 PM Panel Forum -Tom L. Bright, Byron Denman, 
500 PM Dinner Break Ira Y. Rice, Jr. 
6:30 PM Singing 500 PM Dinner Break 
7:00 PM Bennle Henson - Christian Colleges: Should The 6:30 PM Singing 

Church Look To Them For Leadership? 7:00 PM Carl G. Hecker - God's Way Of Unity 
8:00 PM Byron Denman - "There Arose Another Genera- 8:00 PM Ira Y. Rlce, Jr. - Crossroadism: House Church 

tion" (Judges 2:lO) Arrangement 
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campers and motor homes, used by many who attend 
lectureships and other special classes and seminars. 

Since the influence of the Memphis School of Preaching 
is virtually worldwide-both throughout the United States 
and in many foreign countries, and since countless 
individuals and congregations have "warmed by the fire" of 
its intensive, sound preacher training program, lectureship, 
et al., many friends and congregations already have helped 
toward underwriting the cost of the facilities. It will 
certainly lessen the encumberance upon the Knight Arnold 
church. Checks are being sent to the Knight Arnold 
Church of Christ, 4400 Knight Arnold, Memphis, Tennessee 
38118, earmarked for the new addition, and are acknow- 
ledged by the elders. The building should be underway by 
April 1, 1987. 
(NOTE: Having sat down with brother Cates and gone over the 

needs and plans for this new building, I am fully convinced that 
what is envisioned is abundantly justified. Living as we do within 
approximately one mile of the Knight Arnold church of Christ 
and the Memphis School of Preaching, year after year we have 
witnessed the need for this additional space. It is our under- 
standing that it will cost approximately $310,000.00. With this in 
mind, my wife Vada and I have just contributed our initial check 
for $310.00. If just 999 others can be found who will send in 
matching amounts, this building can be had with very little strain 
on the part of anyone. See what you can do. IYRJr.). 

Christian Couple Dies In Auto Crash! 
In mid-morning of Friday, January 9, brother and sister 

Arthur Blackwell were traveling north from their Evening 
Shade, Arkansas, home toward Hardy and presumably 
intending to follow U. S. 62 to Pocahontas. Before they 
reached Hardy their car went out of control on icy Highway 
59, overturned, and traveled 93 feet before coming to rest on 
its left side at a ditch embankment. Arthur was pronounced 

I dead on arrival a t  the hospital in Cherokee Village. Essie 

lived several hours and died in St. Bernard's Hospital in 
Jonesboro. They were both natives of Randolph County 
and frequently came here for a visit with their people. 

The Pyburn Street Church, Pocahontas, was filled to 
capacity for the double services Tuesday afternoon at  two 
o'clock. Brother Kenneth Gossett, Jonesboro minister, paid 
an eloquent tribute to the fine couple. Interment was in the 
Antioch Cemetery in their native county. 

Arthur spent forty of his sixty-four years upon earth 
preaching the gospel of Christ. He made it a practice to 
spend only a few years with one congregation, and, under 
those circumstances, had the privilege of working in a 
number of communities. No one ever charged that an 
uncertain sound fell from his lips in his presentation of truth. 
He was well informed and highly capable of defending the 
truth, which he did on more than one occasion. 

Arthur's work as a gospel preacher took him into 
Missouri, Illinois, Kansas, Indiana, Louisiana, Florida, 
Oregon, and, of course, his native state of Arkansas. Arthur 
and Essie leave one son, Dr. A. C. Blackwell and three 
grandchildren, of Gainesville, Missouri. Numerous other 
relatives and friends mourn their sudden and tragic 
deaths.-F. W. Could 

Books By John Stacy 
........... God's Message for Modern Man .5.00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sermons From Songs .4.00 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Prime Rib .5.00 

. . . . . . . . . . .  Preaching 'Through Ecclesiastes.. .5.00 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jesus Bore It All .5.00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The Ancient Gospel .5.00 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The Valley of Dry Bones .5.00 

(Add postage of 10% to each order Minimum charge 75C.) 

Recent Lectureship Books Make Great Com.mentaries 
It may not be intentional; but recent lecture- GOSPEL OF JOHN-Edited by Fred Davis. STUDIESINHEBREWS-Editedby~ubMcClish. 
ship books on various books of the Bible Third Annual Garfield Heights Lectures. Sccond ~ n r i u a l  Denton Lectures. Features 

. . . .  make some of the best commentaries now 36 chapters, 402 pages Cloth $13.95 disc'ussion forums,on a variety of contro- 
available to the brotherhood. Better yet, all versial subjects, including How the Worlds 
such are by faithful gospel preachers. We 

~;;;r~;~;~ii~::&~~~,~;~; ;kEl$;;z; now can supply the following: 
ing sectionson Answering False Doctrines, and Reign of Christ, . . . . . .  cloth $12.95 

THE GOSPEL IS FOR ALL-Edited by Fred Studies on Difficult Passages and Contro- STUDIES IN R E V E L A T I O N - E ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  by ~~b 
Davls. Fourth Annual Garfield Heights versial Issues, Discussion Forums, as well ~ b i ~ d  ~~~~~l ~~~t~~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  
Lectures. Lessons from the Book of Luke as Exposition and Topical Studies. The most comprehensive studies in Revelation . . . .  emphasizing Jesus as Savior of the whole 35 chapters, 552 pages Cloth $12.95 published, 36 chapters, 
world and the church's missi0n spread BOOKOFROMANS-Editedby GarlandElkins Over 550 Pages . . . . . . . . . .  clothi$12.95 
the gospel. &Thomas B. Warren. Eighth Annual Spiri- LIVING MESSAGESOFTHE BOOKS OFTHE 
40 chapters, 429 Pages . . $12.95 tua/ Sword Lectureship (1983), written by NEW TESTAMENT-Edited by Thomas B. 

. . . . . . . .  THE BOOK OF ACTS-Edited by Curtis A. 36 Bible scholars, cloth $13.95 Warren & Garland Elkins. First Annual . .. Cates. 1985 Memphis School of Preach- Spiritual Sword Lectures Cloth $11.95 
ing Lectureship on the challenges of First STUDIES IN ICORINTHIANS-Edited by Dub LIVING MESSAGES OFTHE BOOKS OFTHE 
Century Christianity of being united upon McCllsh. First Annual Denton Lectures. OLD TESTAMENT-Edited by Thomas B. 
the word of truth as well as carrying the Features a special discussion forum (both Warren & Garland Elkins. The Second 
gospel to lost humanity. sides) on Marriage, Divorceand Remarriage. Annual Spiritual Sword Lectures. 
55 chapters, 462 pages . . . .  Clolh $13.95 41 chapters. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cloth $12.95 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cloth $13.95 

Additional Lectureship Books On Special Subjects 
MEFIRMFOUNDATJONOFGODSTANDETH- THE PARABLES OF OUR SAVIOR-Edited SERMON ON THE MOUNT-Edited by Garland 

Edlted by Wllliam S. Cline & John Priola. by Fred Davis. Second Annual Garfield Elkins&Thomas B. Warren. Seventh Annual 
The 100th Anniversary Lectureship of the Heights Lectures. Spiritual Sword Lectureship. . 

.... . . . . Firm Foundation. 33 chapters, 333 pages Cloth $13.95 36 writers. 44 chapters Cloth $14.95 
33 chapters, 380 pages . . . .  Cloth $13.95 PREMILLENNIALISM, TRUE OR FALSE?- 

GOD DEMANDS DOCTRINAL PREACHING- Edited by Wendell Winkler. First Annual Please enclme payment with order (adding 
Edltrd by Thomas B. Warren & Garland Fort Worth Lectures (1978). A definitive 10% for and handling) and address 
ElkJns.Thlrd Annual Spiritual Sword Lec- new book covering every facet of premil- to: CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH, 2956 
tures . . ................. Paper $7.95 lennialism. Allshore, Memphis, TN 38118. 

31 1 pages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cloth $8.95 
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Notes & Quotes 
Ernest Garrett, minister, Summer Shade, 

Kentucky: "I have read with interestthe Janu- 
ary 1987 issue of your paper. Thanks for the 
copy. There must be something I have missed 
over the past months about this "crossroads 
issue" problem. I do not fully understand 
from this paper what is involved. I have read 
the book referred to-"How Christianity 
Grows in the City"-to which I disagree. Is 
this the root of the problem? As I saw it, that 
book advocated Catholicism. But is the 
Crossroads Movement that and more? If you 
could tell me in asort of nutshell fashion what 
this is and why we need to  fight it, I would be 
appreciative." 

(NOTE: A8 I wrote brother Garrett, If there 
war any way to put It all In a nutrhell, I'd be 
pleared to do so. Crorrroadlrm Ir not Just one 
rlngle error, but a WHOLE MOVEMENT 
literally FILLED wlth error. One of the bed 
ways tor a person to be able to comprehend It 
18 to order our "Crorrroadr Packet," which 

apostasy. As I have travelled around the 
country I have observed more and more that 
our brethren are leaving the authority of the 
Word to fulfill their own desires. It is tragic 
how much ignorance of truth there is among 
membersof thechurch. When I preach what I 
have always preached concerning the neces- 
sity of Biblical authority the reaction is as if I 
am preaching a "new doctrinen-something 
the brethren have never heard before. Yet, I 
also find some who are desirous of truth and 
still demand a "thus saith the Lord." Would to 
God that such desire would once again be 
common rather than the exception among 
our brethren. 

"Keep up thegood work you aredoing. Our 
prayers are with you." 

Steve Wlgglnr, now of McDougal, Arkan- 
sas, sent in ten new subscriptions. 

W. H. Drlrkell, of Hopewell. Virginia, contri- 
buted generously toward helping the Firm 

Foundation get out its "special issue" on the 
fellowship question, especially re: the Chris- 
tian Church, saying, 
"I am deeply disturbed that this issue has 

come up again. I never thought that it would, 
but it has and must bestopped. I never would 
have believed that our own brethren would 
give the Christain Church the encouragement 
chey arenow. It looks like that someare trying 
to force usinto the Christian Church whether 
o r  no. Some will go, but here is one that will 
not. 

"I do appreciate you so much for the stand 
you are taking and for the effort that you are 
putting forth to warn all of us." 

Champ Taylor, of Sulphur Springs, Texas, 
wrote, "Send me your magazine, Contending 
for the Faith. It has been recommended by 
brother B. L. Bedwell, in Fresno. California, a 
good friend of mine ..." 

The Bellefont church of Christ, of Harrison. 
Arkansas, sent $1,264.56 toward our Bibles- 
for-China work. We get them into China as 
fast as brethren (and sisters, too) can smuggle 
them past the China border. It isn't easy! 

Joe Moulder, who was preaching in  Los 
Angeles now has moved o n  to  Delano, 
California. 

enclore Sg.95 wlth your order for our "Crorr- 
road8 Packet" and rend It to CONTENDING 
FOR THE FAITH, Port Otflce Box 26247, 
Blrmlngham, Alabama 35226. Whlle you are 
at It, why not order revers1 packets and para 
them around among the members where you 
are. About the only defense agalnrt thlr 
lnrldlour movement Ir an Informed member- 
rhlp. They prey on the unrurpectlng and the 
Ignorant. Those uninformed about what they 
teach are practically "rlttlng ducks" for thelr 
error. IYRJr.) 

Mattle Howell, of Holly Hill, Florida, ordered 
40 copies of our issue for March 1986 for 
distribution where she attends. 

Roddy Chertnut, minister, Augusta, Maine: 
"Although I do not agree with the hyper- 
polemic tone your journal is characterized 
by. I do feel I could benefit from knowing 
what is happening in our brotherhood as it is 
reported in your paper. Please put me on your 
subscription list. A check for $5.00 is en- 
closed. 

Being in Maine, 'the backwaters of the 
brotherhood,' we don't know what the issues 
are even supposed to be-that is, we don't 
know unless our Southern brethren inform 
us;, 

I need to be informed. I, too, feel we are at 
a turning point in  the Lord's Church. I wantto 
keep my 'eal,to the ground' as that shift is 
takin place. 

( N ~ T E :  We do not look upon Malne or 
anywhere elre-worldwlde-a8 belng "back- 
waters of the brotherhood." God's truth Ir Just 
a8 appHcable and required by God In Malne 
ae anywhere else. A8 to what "the lrruer are 
rupposed to be," they are Jurt whatever falre 
teachers make them. If no error war belng 
taught there would not be any lrruerl How- 
ever, ar long a8 falre teachers perpetrate thelr 
errors, Contendlng for the Falth wlll "polemlc" 
them at every turn of the road. IYRJr.) 

H. A. Terry, of Troy, Texas, has deceased. 
Mrs. E. D. Glaze, of Danville, Illinois, ordered 

three copies of our issue for March, 1987. 
E. R. 0111, of Westland, Michigan, ordered a 

bundle of 12copies of the January 1986 issue, 
which carried Bronwen McCllrh Glbron'r 
articleon her experiences with Crossroadism. 

Waweeta Boley, handed Wlll Mont ornery, 
preacher at East Liverpool, Ohio, $5.00 to 
passalong to us, saying, "Keep preaching the 
gospel. Keep up the good work." Brother 
Montgomery added, "Ira, we need more than 
ever to just earnestly contend for the faith." 

Jonnle Hutchlron, Potosi, Missouri: "I 
appreciate your effortsto warn of the present 

Make your plans to attend the 

SIXTH ANNUAL SOUTHWEST LECTURES 
THEME: "The Epistles of Peter and Jude" 

April 12-1 5,1987 
Sunday, April 12 

9:30 a.m. Noel Merideth Be Ready to Give Answer (1 Pet. 3:15-22) 
10:30 a.m. Guy N. Woods lntroduction to First Peter 
1:30 p.m. Guy N. Woods Questions & Answers 
6:00 p.m. Roy Deaver The Sure Word of Godl (I1 Pet. 1:12-21) 
7:00 p.m. Guy N. Woods lntroduction to Second Peter 

Monday. April 13 
9:00 a.m. David P. Brown 

10:00 a.m. Bob Berard 
11:00 a.m. Perry Hall 
1 :30 p.m. Bobby Cullum 

Corinne Elkins 
2:30 p.m. Bubba Phillips 
3:30 p.m. Royce Clay 
7:30 p.m. Noel Merideth 
8:15 p.m. Garland Elkins 

Tuesday, April 14 
9:00 a.m. Bill Jackson 

10:00 a.m. Frank Dunn 
Corinne Elkins 

!1:00 a.m. Garland Elkins 
1 :30 p.m. Paul Sain 
2:30 p.m. Perry Cotham 
3:30 p.m. Don Tarbet 
7:30 p.m. Mac Deaver 
8:15 p.m. Andrew Connelly 

Wednesday, April 16 
9:00 a.m. Michael Hatcher 

10:00 a.m. Ken Hope 
11:00 a.m. C. F. Shirey 
1 :30 p.m. George Pledger 
2:30 p.m. Larry Fluin 
3:30 p.m. Tim Ayers 
7:30 p.m. Lonnie Ritchie 
8:15 p.m. Dub McClish 

What Manner of Persons Ought We To Be (I1 Pet. 3:8-13) 
The Purifying of the Soul (I Pet. 1 :17-25) 
Graces For Our Lives (I1 Pet. 1 :5-11) 
A Set-Apart People With a Living Hope (I Pet. 1:l-3) 
Ladies: Christian Graces-Strengthening The Links 
Build Up Yourselves On Your Most Holy Faith (Jude 14-25) 
Living Under Gd's Control (1 Pet. 4:l-10) 
False Teachers Shall.Arise (I1 Pet. 2:l-9) 
Godly Behavior in Marriage (1 Pet 3:l-7) 

Living As To Be Found Blameless (I1 Pet. 3:14-18) 
The Duties of God's Overseers (I Pet. 5:l-4) 
Ladies: Preparing For The Great Homecoming 
Those Who Scoff At God's Promises (I1 Pet. 3:l-7). 
lntroduction to Jude 
All Things Pertaining to Life and Godliness (I1 Pet. 1:l-4) 
The Reality of Sin and Apostasy (ll Pet. 2:lO-22) 
"Be Ye Holy" (I Pet. 1 :lo-1 6) 
The Need to Contend For the Faith (Jude 1-13) 

Living Righteously (1 Pet. 3:8-14) 
God's Peculiar People (I Pet. 2:9-12) 
Faith On Trial (I Pet. 1:4-9) 
Christ Left Us An Example (I Pet. 2:18-25) 
Suffer As A Christian /I Pet. 4:l l-19) 
Submitting Yourselves to Ordinances (I Pet. 2:13-17) 
Offering Up Spiritual Sacrifices (I Pet. 21-8) 
Resist Satan In the Faith (I Pet. 5:5-14) 

1 LECTURES WILL BE PRINTED.. .AUDIO/VIDEO TAPES AVAILABLE 

1 Accommodations in homes of members FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, WRITE 
Vans. self-contained camoers welcomed Bill Jackson. Director . -  - ~ ~ 

~xhibit space available-- on prior approval 

PLAN TO BE WITH US1 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, TX 78748 
(51 2) 282-2486 
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1987 MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
LECTURESHIP TO BE ON EXODUS 

The Twenty-First Annual Memphis School 
of Preaching Lectureship, March 2SApril 2, 
1987, will have as its theme Ancient Lessons 
in  a Modern Setting-The Book of Exodus. 
The principles in this book are basic and 
foundational. Lessons will include critical 
introductory material, sermons, topical stud- 
ies, types and anti-types, an in-depth discus- 
sion on each of the ten commandments, 
exegesis of the text of Exodus, et el. Special 
emphasis will be placed on the applications 
to be made in this generation. The Open 
Forum will take place daily. 

Among the speakers in the lectureship are 
Thomar B. Warren, Jerry Moffltt, Robert R. 
Taylor, Goebel Muslc, Rex A. Turner, Sr., 
Garland Elklns, Johnny Ramsey, Roy J. 
Hearn, Dub McClirh, Blll Jackson, Andrew 
Connally, Roy Deaver, Winfred Clark, and a 
host of other gospel preachers, including 
numerous M.S.O.P. alumni and faculty. 

The manuscripts-perhaps some of the 
very finest ever written on Exodus-are in the 
hands of the printer; the cloth bound book 
should be approximately 450-475 pages. 
Record crowds are anticipated for the 1987 
lectures, as in 1986. Make plans NOW to 
attend! 

-Curtla A. Cater, Dlrector 
Memphlr School of Preaching 

G. P. & Mlldred Arnold, of Goreville, lllinois; 
renewed for another six years, saying, "Our 
prayer (daily) is that God keeps you and 
yours safe and in good health for many years 
to come. Contending for the Faith has done 
much, much good in this area, the southern 
tip of southern Illinois. Thank you so much." 

Leo & Hazel Martln, of North Fort Myers, 
Florida, asked us to send a copy of our issue 
for October 1986 to a friend. We did. 

SPEAK AS THE ORACLES 
If vou are not now subscribina to a new 

publkation among "us," you shouid. Entitled, 
Speak As The Oracles, and running 16 pages 
per issue, its editor and associate editor, 
respectively, are Roderlck L. Ross and Garland 
M. Roblnron, respectively. Send $8.00 with 
your subscription to: SPEAK AS THE 
ORACLES, INC., 2739 Woodruff Avenue, 
Lanrlng, Mlchlgan 48912. 

Mr. & Mrr. Norrlr McWllllamr, of Clovis, 
New Mexico, are helpers of Contend~ng for 
the Faith. In ordering one book they addedon 
$25.00; in aying for a bound volume, they 
added on b3.00, saying. "We appreciate so 
much the good work you are doing." (NOTE: 
We appreclate them, tool IYRJr.) 

V. E. Howard, of Texarkana, Texas, ordered 
40 copies of our January 1986 issue. So did 
Joe Story, of the Godfrey church of Christ, 
Godfrey, Illinois. 

Joyce Bennett, of Rockford, Illinois, sent in 
three new subscriptions. 

Burnlr G. Hlckr, of Amarillo, Texas, ordered 
12 copies of our January 1986 issue for 
distribution there. 

PREACHER AVAILABLE 
Should your congregation be seeking a 

full-time preacher, you may write to Davld A. 
Rogers, 7506 Ed Bluestein Blvd., Austin. 
Texas 78723 or telephone him (512) 926-2431 
(Office) or (512) 280-4803 (Home). He can 
give you references upon request. 

Eastrlde church of Chrlst, Muskogee, Okla- 
homa, ordered 75 copies of our issue for 
January 1986 for distribution there. 

Jlmmy L. Bagwell, of Carbon Hill, Alabama, 
enclosed his subscription, saying, "I obtained 
acopy of your publication from a friend, and I 
think it is most informative and interesting. I 
believf it is a great service to the brother- 
hood. 

Earl S. Hardln, of San Antonio, Texas, 
ordered a bundle of 12 copies of our August 
1986 issue on the "Gold Coast Restoration 
Forum." 

Cecll Brandon, of0~uburn, Washington, 
ordered 25 copies of our January 1986 issue 
to distribute there against Crossroadism. 
saying, "The Crossroads Movement is becom- 
ing a problem here." 

Mrs. Frank Dawson, of Altus, Arkansas, 
ordered 25 copies of our issue for March 1986 
for distribution there. 

Valda Rowlett, of Buchanan, Tennessee, let 
us knowthat her husband Willard had passed 
away. 

Harold G. Beale, of Berryville, Virginia, 
supports our work $20.00 each month. 

John Proprt, of Abilene, Texas, writes, "I 
enjoy your publication too much to miss even 
one issue.;;Thanks and please continue to 
stand firm. 

E. Paul Prlce, Mustang, Oklahoma: "Yes, I 
agree, Apostasy is running rampant.' It is 
chin-deep in this area and in many places. 
How did we get this way? And what are the 
teachings and practices that have produced 
such? There is a divine pattern and we must 
make all things accordingly." 

Church of Chrlrt, P. 0. Box 514, Weather- 
ford, Oklahoma 73096: "Please remove us 
from your mailing list." 

Blll Lockwood, who formerly preached at 
Earle, Arkansas, now preaches at East Flag- 
staff. Arizona. 

I t  anyone thinks that everyone in Boston 
has "gone Crossroads", well, they haven't. 
James Reed, of 30 Nazing Street, Apartment 
1, Boston, Massachussetts 02121 has just 
subscribed for three years! 

Harold D. Heath, Princeton, Kentucky: 
"Contending for the Faith is still the finest 
paper among us. It nearly breaks my heart 
when I see 'please cancel' in the notes part. 
So many of our brethren love to keep their 
heads in the sand and thus remain ignorant of 
what's happening in the brotherhood." 

DANGERS OF 
CROSSROADISM 

SPEAKER - Brother William E. Wardlaw 
PLACE - Sheraton Inn North (1-55 N.) Jackson, MS 
DATE - April 23-25, 1987 
TIME - April 23,24 at 7:30 p.m. 

- April 25 at 10:OO a.m. 
(Question/Answer Session To Follow Saturday 'Service) 

SPONSORED BY 
SOUTHWEST CHURCH OF CHRIST 

P.O. Box 7233 ' 
Jackson, MS 3921 2 

Harold Bigham, Minister (601 ) 373-3572 
Special discount rates for out-of-town guests at the Sheraton Inn North (836.00 
nightly) Phone the Sheraton at (601) 982-1044 or write lo  P.O. Box 16086, Jackson, 
MS 39236. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PHONE (601) 373-3672 

Second Class Postage 
PA1 D 

at Pensacola Florida 
and at Additional Mailing Offices 

POST OFFICE BOX 26247 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35226 
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The Discipling Ministry, 

Eddie Whitten 

(EDITORIAL NOTE: Actually: it had been my intention to write a similar article to this orp&tJy. 
Eddie Whitten, Director of Brown Trail School of Preaching, of Fort Worth, Texas, for this issue of 
Contending for the Faith. However, after hearing him speak on this subject at the First Annual West 
CoastLectures, Saturday, March 21,1987, where Ialso spoke, at Sun Lorenzo, California, it was clear 
to me t h a ~  b~other Whitten had "done his homework",- so I decided to use his article instead. 

What makes it possible for brother Whitten to speak "as one having authority" on the subject of 
brother Alvin Jennings, whose writings and ideas are being received and implemented widely by Kip 
McKean, the Boston/Crossroads Church and those they influence, is that Whitten is an elder at Brown 
nail  church of Christ, under whose eldership Jennings'printing and publishing operations existed for 
several years until he (Jennings) rebelled, rejecting the authority of that eldership.over him. Although 
Whitten was not an elder at the time that Brown Trail's withdrawalfrom Jennings tookplace, he was 
there when all this was happening, and had been made an elder prior to his correspondence with 
Jennings in 1981, quoted in Appendix 1 of this article. 

There really are but two ways in which one earns the right to be heard on any subject: 1) thrqgh 
experience, and 2) through deep study. Inasmuch as brother Whitten qualifies on both c o u n t w  
recommend a thoughtful study on the part of our readers of what he here has to say.-Ira Y. Rice,.Jr%, 9" 
Editor) 

In the last 35 to 40 years, there have been a t  least three 
major theological waves which have swept across the 
brotherhood. Two of those surges have waned to a great 
degree but only, and always, after wreaking havoc among 
the brethren and leaving in their wake destruction and 
devastation in the church. The third sf these movements is in 
its "heyday," probably not having reached its zenith at this 
time. The first two of these movements are the Anti- 
Cooperation, Anti-Orphans Home movement of the late 
'40s and TOs, and the charismatic, tongue-speaking, direct- 
operation-of-the-Holy-Spirit movement of the late '60s and 
70s. The third, and current, digression of which we speak is 
the Crossroads/ Boston/ Discipling/ House Church move- 
ment. 

I 
The very nature of the first two of these movements 

1 condemned themselves. They had, inherent within their 

systems, the seeds of self-destruction.. They budded and 
blossomed for a while, and in their false beauty won many 
brethren to their beliefs. However, when the fallacies of their 
anti-scriptural positions were exposed by faithful brethren, 
they wilted on the vine, leaving many brethren drained, 
defeated, disappointed and disillusioned. Even though 
many congregations of the Lord's church were rent asunder 
and though there still are vestiges of these movements still 
functioning, for the most part the movements, like the 
surges of the sea, have spent their energy and power, and 
have settled into the dying stages of inactivity and 
ineffectiveness. 

The third of thege movements, the Crossroads Philoso- 
phy, will go the same route of self-destruction and for the 
same reasons: The superstructure of their divisive design is 
built on the sand instead of the rock of Jesus Christ 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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A s  Death Finds Us, So 
Shall The Judgment 

In this issue we are carrying the accounts of the 
passing of at least three of our brethren-one of them 
true, the other two false. Would the false ones have 
lived their lives any differently i f  they had but realized 
that the certainty of death was just ahead? 

RAY CHESTER DlES I N  TEXAS 
The first of the three mentioned, who died a few 

weeks ago in Texas, was Ray Chester. It was not that 
he never knew the truth. He did. In fact, he was 
classmates with my wife, the then Vada Lavon Ott, 
when they were schooling together at Freed-Hardeman 
College, back in the '40s. 

At one time he ministered to the College church at 
Searcy, Arkansas, when he was offered $1,000 a year 
more to move to an affluent congregation in Austin, 
Texas. When he told the elders about this at Searcy, 
they assured him they did not see how he could turn 
down an offer like that. He did not really want to 
move; but they insisted. After preaching in Austin for 
several years with the churches of Christ, he switched 
to the Christian Church. If he had known he was 
about to die, would it have made any difference? 

SAMUEL M I A 0  DlES I N  SINGAPORE 
Next to die was Samuel Miao Sam Ming, of 

Singapore. Sam was my own son in the gospel, whom 
I had baptized some 28 years earlier in the South 
China Sea. 

Sam came to the U.S. that same year, 1959, to train 
to be a gospel preacher. He took the then basic two- 
year course at Freed-Hardeman College, staying on 
for the third-year course especially for preachers. His 
faith was still strong when he finished his Bachelor's 
Degree at Harding College, in Searcy, Arkansas. 
Then he made the mistake of going to Harding 
Graduate School, of Memphis, Tennessee, where his 
faith was undermined if not completely destroyed by 
false teachers there. 

When Sam returned to Singapore, he was like a 
Trojan Horse of false doctrine deliberately taught him 
at Harding Graduate School. He proceeded to teach 
such errors at Four Seas College, in Singapore; and 
we had to let him go. He divided the Moulmein Road 
church over those same errors, leading some 44 
precious souls away-remaining in his error, with- 
drawn from and unrepentant, until death. If he had 
known he was about to die, would it have made any 
difference? 

B WAlT DlES IN  SAN FRANCISCO 
How different was the passing of brother B Watt, 

April 3, 1987, in San Francisco! Venerated by all who 
knew him as a genuinely faithful brother in Christ, 
when we all gathered for his funeral, April 9, at the 
Revere Avenue church of Christ, it was more a time 
of celebration than of mourning. Among the things 
that I personally had to say upon that occasion was, 
"If I could be as sure of my own salvation as I a m  of 
brother Watt's, I would die a happy man!" 

It seems to me that now might be a mighty good 
time for some of us who are leading others into 
error-or who are allowing ourselves to be thus led- 
to remember Hebrews 9:27.-Ira Y. Rice, Jr., Editor 
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(Continued from Page 1 ) 
(Matthew 7:24-29), and because strong, faithful defenders of 
the faith will oppose and expose the false doctrines being 
propagated by the leaders of the movement. Surely, there 
will be pockets and splinters of this movement long after its 
demise as there are in the "Anti" movement, the charismatic 
movement and, even before them, the premillennial move- 
ment; but their strength will be sapped by the valiant efforts 
of faithful men who will stand tall against such heresy and 
proclaim unwaveringly, "They shall not pass." 

In every assault upon the church, great harm is inflicted, 
and it seems that whatever the current assault may be, 
perhaps it will be the one to administer the coup de grace to 
the "old, staid, legalistic, traditional, main stream, old wine 
skin church." But, like the great Phoenix, the church 
survives and rises again to the heights of glory that God 
intended for it (Ephesians 3: 10). 

The Crossroads movement is not the only hammer that is 
beating against the anvil of the church today, but it will 
survive every attempt to destroy it if brethren will remain 
true and alert and active against every false way. 

THE COLEMAN PHILOSOPHY 
The "Crossroads movement" is just that-a movement 

within the church to restructure and reorganize the church, 
its government, its purposes, its nature. It isnot just another, 
or alternate, method of evangelism, but an all-out campaign 
to change the characteristics of the church of the New 
Testament to conform to the cultic qualities of a man-made 
order. And man-made it is-coming from the imagination 
of one Robert Coleman, a denominationalist who wrote a 
book called The Master Plan Of Evangelism, published in 
1963. 

In his book, Coleman promotes the philosophy that 
evangelism can be accomplished only in the manner by 
which Jesus trained the apostles. If Jesus spent a great 
amount of time with the apostles (practically living with 
them), then the new convert is to be trained in the same way. 
Problems of a basic nature arise from this arrangement and 
many more problems arise of a secondary nature as well. 

First, Jesus was the Master. He made no mistakes. There 
was no one higher in authority on earth (Matthew 28: 18). 
Jesus acknowledged the Fatherhood of God and claimed 
complete oneness with God in all things (John 17:21). He, 
himself, was Deity. He had the right, the authority, the 
power to be the Master teacher. He was qualified in every 
respect to make the rules for Christian stewardship. He was 
preparing theapostles for the awesome task of witnessing to 
the fact that he was Deity, the Messiah, the Savior, the 
Promised One (Acts 1:8). Only those who had seen him, and 
heard him and had been taught by him could be witnesses of 
him! The loose use today of the term, "witnessing," is in 
contrast to and out of harmony with the Bible teaching of 
the term and its purpose. Jesus gave the apostles special 
powers to attest to the fact that they truly were special 
ambassadors of Christ. The eye-witness testimony coupled 
with the application of spiritual gifts served to confirm their 
teachings concerning the Christ (Mark 16:20). In addition to 
the eye-witness and ear-witness of the apostles of Jesus, and 
the spiritual gifts given to each of them, the apostles also 
were given the promise that after the ascension of Jesus, he 
would send the Holy Spirit to guide them into all truth (John 
16: 13). 

Second, Coleman's premise is that to win converts to 

Christ, we should set aside all other methods of evangelism 
and revert to the one and only plan, the "Master's plan" for 
evangelism.' The basic example growing out of this pattern 
is the "prayer partner." It seems that if we are going to use 
the Master's plan for evangelism we ought also to use the 
Master's terminology. "Prayer partner" appears to have 
escaped the translations of the Bible with which I am 
familiar! The "prayer partner" concept is that, as Jesus was 
intimately associated with his apostles, so should the "senior 
prayer partner" be with the "junior prayer partner." As the 
disciples were dependent upon the Master for their training, 
so should the "disciple" be totally dependent upon the 
"discipler." His statement in this regard is: 

It requires constant personal attention, much like a father gives 
to his children. This is something that no organization or class 
can ever do. Children are not raised by proxy. The example of 
Jesus would teach us that it can only be done by persons staying 
right with those they seek to lead.' 
There are some elemental problems associated with the 

above stated concept. For the Master/apostle relationship, 
or a fatherlson relationship, constant companionship may 
be preferable (although not in some cases regarding the 
father/ son relationship); but in the church of our Lord such 
a relationship violates God's order of supervision. Such a 
concept is not surprising coming from a denominationalist 
who is evidently not familiar with, nor in the least agreement 
with, God's assignment of authority. Coleman's idea of 
authority is the senior prayer partner to whom the junior 
prayer partner is to be subservient. He says: 

When it is all boiled down, those of us who are seeking to train 
men must be prepared to have them follow us, even as we follow 
Christ (I Cor. 11:l). We are the exhibit (Phil. 3:17f.; I Thess. 
2:7,8; I1 Tim. 1:13). They will do those things which they hear 
and see in us (Phil. 4:9). Given time, it is possible through this 
kind of leadership to impact our way of living to those who are 
constantly with us.' 
(There is much more included in Coleman's book that 

space and time prohibit at this point. Some other references 
will be made as we proceed.) 

Chuck Lucas, who, in 1967, was the youth minister at the 
14th Street church of Christ in Gainesville, Florida, fell 
victim to Coleman's philosophy and incorporated his 
teaching in the church at Gainesville. From that point we 
will discuss the Coleman phiiosophy as it affects the Lord's 
church. 

THE CROSSROADS PHILOSOPHY 
Brother Lucas took the philosophy of Coleman and 

developed what is referred to as the "Crossroads Philoso- 
phy."The 14th Street church'grew rapidly and new facilities 
were built. Lucas re-named it the Crossroads church-hence 
the name for the movement: He followed the premises of . 

Coleman's book and instilled in his students the urgency of 
"discipling." Soul-winning supplanted all other aspects of 
church responsibility and integrity. Brotherly love was 
reserved for those who agreed with the movement. Strict 
adherence to rules regarding personal life and conduct was 
implemented. Personal life became controlled even to 
family and personal relationships. "Total Commitment" 
became the battle cry, but the commitment was to the 
movement rather than to the Christ. Jesus was the vehicle, 
but commitment was to the senior prayer partner, who was 
committed to his/ her senior prayer partner, up to the apex 
of the pyramid, who was Chuck Lucas. The female 
counterpart of the hierarchical throne was known as the 
"W~men~'Counselor,"another non-Biblical designation. In 
essence, then, the "Total Commitment" on the part of the 
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convert was to the movement through an hierarchy of senior 
prayer partners ultimately to Chuck Lucas. 

As is the case with most bizarre philosophies, original 
tenets soon need to be modified, or certain phases of the 
movement settle iqto their niches of importance. The same 
is happening in the Crossroads movement. Even though 
most of the "brain washing" and "mind control" is taking 
place in the "soul talks" (now variously referred to as 
"evangelistic Bible studies," or "life talks," or "light talks"), 
the more far-reaching effect is not in this activity. Neither is 
the lasting impact of the movement found in the "Lordship 
baptisms," except as a part of "total commitment." These 
comprise a great percentage of the baptisms that are 
reported by the movement churches. One is not considered 
to have been baptized properly if he has not confessed "Jesus 
as Lord." He may have been baptized in any faithful church 
for the remission of sins according to the Bible way, but if he 
did not specifically confess Jesus as Lord, he is made to 
question his baptism to the point of being baptized again. 
And, unless he is willing to submit to Lordship baptism, they 
will not baptize him. Also, "quiet time" is important to the 
movement, but an activity that is secondary to the main 
threat posed by Crossroadism. "Quiet time" involves the 
new convert in a regular scheduled routine. He is to read, 
take notes and meditate. He is to recite a prescribed prayer 
taken from Manna in the Morning, by Stephen F .  Olford, as 
foilows: "Lord Jesus, as I face this day, I ask thee by the 
power of Thine indwelling Spirit to give me the grace to 
translate into action what Thou has told me to do this 
morning.'" 

The most damaging and long-lasting facets of the 
Crossroads cult, in my judgment, are the "prayer partner" 
and the "total commitment" concepts. As we already have 
touched on these activities we will address our thoughts to 
what we believe lies ahead in connection with these beliefs. 

The "total commitment" idea is easily misunderstood. No 
one should even question the need to be totally committed to 
the Lord. Therefore, when the "Crossroader" mentions 
"total commitment," he usually has no quarrel from the 
hearer. But, "total commitment" to the Lord is not the final 
line. The student, or  convert, is being deceived. If he only 
could see where he is being led! He is agreeing to forsake his 
family for the benefit of the cause (not a Biblical teaching). 
He is agreeing to sacrifice his relationship with his friends, or 
his school, or his job. Whatever it is that employs his time is 
automatically questioned and evaluated by his prayer 
partner. Each new convert is assigned to a senior prayer 
partner, one that will watch over him and guide him in the 
way the group wants him to go. The junior partner must 
repent to his senior on a regular basis and confess to him all 
sins in his life, including evil thoughts. The senior partner 
also will discipline his junior partner for any failure to live 
up to  the standard demanded by the leader.5 He may correct 
the situation to the prayer partner's satisfaction or he may 
face "shunning" or withdrawal of fellowship. There are 
those of my personal acquaintance as well as on record of 
suffering depression, deep sense of guilt or destruction of 
their faith as a result of the severe authoritarian nature of the 
prayer partner arrangement.6 
I 

In addition to the severe disciplinary makeup of the 
movement, the "prayer partner" arrangement negates the 
God-ordained government of the church. The Bible teaching 
of authority in the church is that within the realm of 
authorized, lawful activity, elders are to  have the responsi- 
bility of oversight (Hebrews 13:17; I Timothy 35;  I 

Thessalonians 512; 1 Yeter 52 ;  ~ c t s  20:28). The prayer 
partner relationship removes the junior partner from 
communication with anyone in the church except the senior 
partner in matters of reporting, personal activities, confes- 
sion of sin, or counseling involving intimate details. 

Adult men and women are told by their leaders whom they 
should date, how many people are to be in the automobile 
during the date, how long a kiss can last between two people in 
love, and what specific, daily religious duties a person must 
perform. Leaders must be obeyed, not questionedl 
Again, 

One young man defended this system ... by claiming that his 
senior prayer partner had the right to know if he had had sexual 
relations with his own wife. His argument was that his prayer 
partner was only trying to help him have a wholesome sexual 
relationship with his wife, rather than it being one of lust.8 
These are only two illustrations of the power and control 

that is exercised by the prayer partner. Even elders should 
not ever try to extract this type of intimate revelation from 
one under their oversight. 

The seizure of oversight and authority from the eldership 
(plural) to a one-man authority will undermine the structure 
of the church every time. It is not God's pattern for 
authority. 

CROSSROADS/BOSTON 
With the growth of this heretical philosophy at Cross- 

roads, in Gainesville, others were trained to go into good 
churches across the brotherhood. Hired as "Campus 
Ministers" usually in a congregation near a college or a 
university, the Crossroads-trained men and women would 
begin building a following. Appealing to some of the elders 
if they could, the more affluent members of the congregation 
and the influential men, they gained strength with which to 
overthrow the authority of the elders. Conflict would arise 
and, usually before the elders ever knew what hit them, the 
"Crossroaders" either had taken the church or split it. 
Something over 150 churches were thus devastated before 
this phase of the movement lost its momentum. Chuck 
Lucas finally was removed from the Crossroads church 
because of "recurring sins.in his life." The ultimate spiritual 
leader had, as do  all men, feet of clay! The inbred seed of 
self-destruction of all mawmade cults is the human frailty! 

The focus shifted from Gainesville, Florida to Boston, 
Massachusetts. Kip McKean, a Chuck Lucas trained 
preacher, began with a small congregation of 40 or 50 
members in 1979. Using the tactics outlined in Coleman's 
book and refined by Lucas, the church grew until it now has 
something over 1,800 members with two elders-the same 
number they had when there were 40 members. This fact 
alone should make it crystal clear that the eldership is but a 
figurehead in the organization, and that Kip McKean is its 
spiritual leader now. 

As is the case at Crossroads, in Gainesville, the Boston 
church set up its training facilities to  prepare their 
missionaries. Their tactics changed. Rather than trying to  
infiltrate existing congregations and split or destroy them, 
they now prepare teams of highly trained missionaries to  be 
sent to many places for "church plantings.'s Their growth 
pattern has expanded to the young professionals in the 
market place.10 

In an article entitled, "Come, All Ye Faithfu1,"a thirteen 
page Sunday magazine feature was given to the Boston 
church in the June 8,1986 issue of the Boston Globe. Dennis 
Terris, the writer of the article, gives this description of the 
Boston church: 

The Boston church has recently tried to put some distance 
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between itself and the Crossroads Movement, especially since 
the abrupt resignation of Chuck Lucas from the Crossroads 
Church of Christ last summer. Perhaps as part of this 
distancing, the Boston church has billed itself as the "Boston 
School for World Missions,"and it is actively forming similarly 
oriented churches around the country and around the world. It 
has sponsored the establishment of congregations in New York, 
Chicago, Toronto, and London, with "plantings" planned for 
this year in Johannesburg, Stockholm, Paris and Bombay. The 
Boston Church of Christ appears to be becoming the unofficial 
headquarters of a worldwide sect." 
Not all of the news of the Boston church is ~ositive. Mr. 

Terris points out there there are traits demonstrated that 
cause many to leave the church. In their intensity for "fruit 
bearing," or self-reproduction, mind control becomes 
evident. Relating theexperience of a former member of the 
Boston church, Terris gives this report: 

It was not until he (the former member, E.W.) stopped 
altogether that he began to resent the strictures that church 
membership had placed upon him. "They talk about love and 
care," he says now. "Not one of them were really my friend. 
Theyll say it's my own selfish reaction, but all they care about is 
the number of baptisms and what the contribution is every 
week.'12 
Terris makes another observation: 
(Steve) Hassan, (who spent two years in Sun Myung Moon's 
Unification Church, and who has spent most of a decade since 
leaving the Unification Church developing a non-coercive 
approach to helping young people readjust after they leave 
"destructive religious groups," E.W.) has talked with many 

1 former members and claims that every part of the Boston 
Church of Christ program is designed to restrict freedom of 
thought and encourage so much dependence on the group that 
the individual feels there is no life outside the church itself. The 
warm reception given to (Fernandez), says Hsssan, is "love- 
bombing," a technique used by many groups, including the 
Unification Church. 
The Boaton Church of Christ is part of a nationwide 
"shepherding movement," Hassan says, and he claims that this 
phenomenom, which also includes Maranatha Campus 
Ministries and The Way, is the fastest-growing type of 
destructive group in the country.l" 
Talking to others about Jesus is the main pressure 

brought to bear by the senior prayer partners upon the 
junior partners. This, along with the "house church" idea 
embraced by the Boston church comprises our next topic of 
discussion. 

HOUSE CHURCHES 
The Boston Church of Christ meets in the Boston 

Garden on Sunday mornings. The other services of the 
week are conducted in what has become known as "house 
churches." The thought is that the church meets as a body 
on Sunday mornings, then as separate "Bible talk" sessions 
in neighborhood homes. Many of these "house churches" 
have long ago outgrown the "house" size, some of them 
having as many as 250 members (larger than any other 
regular church in New England). Therefore, the two elders 
of the Boston church, still headquartered in Lexington, are, 
in essence, elders over a plurality of churches. The concept 
of "house churches" among our brethren originated with 
brother Alvin Jennings, owner and president of Star Bible 
and Tract Corporation in Ft. Worth, Texas. 

In late January, 1981, I received a call from brother 
Jennings asking if I would be interested in attending a 
special presentation on personal evangelism. I consented, 
and met with about ten or twelve other individuals including 
one man who was a "pastor" in the "Mid-Cities Fellowship 
of Covenant Churches." Brother Jennings proceeded to 

present charts and drawings of the organizational structure 
of the "Covenant Churches." He specified that the church 
would consist of a series of "house churches" each with a 
bishop who would be the "life-line" of that "house church." 
If there was a man in the "house church" who was 
qualified, he would serve as pastor. There would be one 
central eldership composed of some of the "house church" 
bishops. There would be no expense for land, buildings, 
maintenance, utilities, preachers, secretaries-all church 
related expenses. It would require only about 35 people to 
finance a missionary in some far away field compared to 
over 300 in our present arrangement. 

In early February, 1981, I received a manuscript of a 
book written by Alvin asking that I proofread it for him. 
My evaluation of his book, 3 R S  of True Religion (the title 
was changed to 3 RS  of Urban Church Growth before it 
was published) is attached (Appendix 1). Incidentally, 
brother James Baird did not write the introduction as 
proposed by brother Jennings. The book was published 
and later revised to the present, How Christianity Grows In 
The City. Brother Jennings has been an advocate of the 
Crossroads Philosophy for some time. His book was 
picked up by the Boston Church and its precepts ultimately 
placed into practice. Thus, the birth of the "house church." 
Brother Jennings is an advocate of a central eldership for a 
town, a city, a country, a metroplex, a state, or a nation. 
His concept is unlimited. 

THE DlSClPLlNG MINISTRY 
The heart of the Crossroads movement is its concept of 

growth. Unless one is involved in developing leaders for the 
movement he is not fulfilling his duty to the movement. In 
most cases, one would associate discipling with reaching 
out of the church for those who are lost. In the so-called 
"discipling ministry," discipling takes place within the 
body. The discipling ministry is a spin-off of the Crossroads 
movement. Brother Milton Lee Jones, minister of the 
Northwest church of Christ in Seattle, Washington, has 
written a book entitled, Discipling: The Multiplying 
Ministry. Although sometimes carefully masked, the princi- 
ples outlined in Coleman's'Master Plan of Evangelism are 
used extensively. He quotes from Coleman and from 
Chuck Lucas in setting forth, the processes for "discipling." 
Listen to his foundational statement: 

By studying the word, "disciple," one can find that it is used in 
various ways. Most equate "disciple" with "Christians." 
However, there is no more reason to equate these two words 
than there is to equate the titles, "Lord" and "Christ." These 
two titles can both refer to the same person, Jesus, but their 
meanings are different. Similarly, "disciple" and "Christian" 
can and should refer to the same person, but their meanings 
can also be different. This can be seen m the early church when 
"The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch" (Acts 
ll:26). Today, most believers in Christ refer to themselves as 
Christians. Although they wear the name "Christian" which 
implies that they have been saved and are of the Christ, the 
anointed one, often their lives hardly measure up to the 
identifying characteristics of a disciple as described in the New 
Testament. In the early church the disciples were called 
Christians, but the question for this study is-"can 'Christians' 
today be called  disciple^?'^^ 
The principle thus embraced by brother Jones is that all 

Christians should be called disciples, but in truth, few 
deserve the title. Therefore, "selection" must take place to 
choose those who will have the exalted privilege of being 
"discipled." This basic premise leads to all manners of 
departure and error with regard to the teaching of the Bible 
on this subject. 
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Probably, one of the most glaring and damaging 
conclusions that is necessitated by this position is that a 
Christian is not necessarily a disciple. Picture in your mind 
a giant circle. On one side of the circle is an opening. A 
passageway accesses the circle which provides entrance into 
it. To enter the circle through the passageway one must 
submit in obedience to the plan of salvation as taught in the 
Bible, i.e., one is saved by grace through faith. Having done 
this, one finds himself in the circle called "Believers." Even 
though their designation for one in this circle is "Believer," 
they will agree that the term is synonomous with the term 
"Christian," the name promised by God in Isaiah 62:2, and 
fulfilled when the disciples were called Christians (by 
God-chrematidzo) in Acts 11:26. Inside this larger circle 
is another smaller circle. This circle is labeled, "Disciples" 
(see appendix 2). This circle represents those who are 
"se1ected"for discipling. It is at this point that the misuse of 
the term "disciple" occurs. 

Consistently, in the Bible, the term disciple is applied to 
those who follow another as an "adherent, or pupil."l5 
However, the doctrine of brother Jones and his "disciples" 
is essentially this: One becomes a Christian according to 
the Bible plan of salvation. Subsequent to the Christian 
birth, a process begins which is called "discipling." Not 
everyone who becomes a Christian is subject to, or party 
to, the discipling process. Those so privileged are only a 
"selected few" who are to be developed (usually in private 
homes, or in other private circumstances) for the purpose 
of bringing them to a higher level of "spiritual maturity." 
Those so chosen and developed (or discipled) are then 
ready for the "discipling" of others. Observing this process, 
it is understandable that Jones would define "discipling" 
as, "the process by which a Christian with a life worth 
emulating commits himself for an extended period of time 
to a few individuals who have been won to Christ, the 
purpose being to aid and guide their growth to maturity 
and equip them to reproduce in at least a third spiritual 
generation."l6 

With regard to those to be discipled, brother Jones says, 
Selection is one of the greatest keys in making disciples ... In 
Luke 10, there were seventy followers, but out of these, He 
selected twelve for special training. In churches today, there 
are many good people all of whom need discipling but because 
of limited time and the nature of discipleship, only a few can 
be chosen at any one time by any one person. Therefore there 
must be selection.17 
He says there are qualities to seek in a potential disciple. 

In the process of "selection," who is to be selected? Can one 
determine who should be discipled? Or is it a hit and miss 
proposition? The qualities that are suggested are (1) that he 
be reliable,lE (2) that he be eager to work harder, longer,l9 
(3) that he be willing to learn. He says, moreover, that he 
"not only should be willing to be taught, but he must be 
willing also to be taught by the person who is discipling 
hirn.'QO (4) He should have a hunger to become a 
discipler.2' (5) He should have a submissive spirit. He 
should have this submission ip every area of his life. He 
must be submissive to the one who is to disciple him. This 
means that he should be vulnerable and transparent to his 
discipler respecting his maturity.22 (6) The one to be 
discipled should be one of the same sex as the discipler. 
Jones says, 

Dlsclpling involves an intensive fellowship where much time is 
spent together over a long period of time. Since discipling 
requires vulnerability and openness in all areas of life, there 
would be many limitations in discipling someone of the 

opposite sex .... Everyone in the body of Christ ministers to  
everyone else, but discipling should occur among people of the 
same sex.23 

(7) He must be willing to devote time to be trained. 
Discipling takes a great deal of time.24 (8) The discipler 
"chooses whom he wants.'?5 

The above processes of selection are following precisely 
the philosophy of Coleman. Coleman says &regard to 
selection: 

This, of course, (speaking of selecting those who the people 
will follow, E.W.) puts a priority on winning and training 
those already in responsible positions of leadership. But, if we 
cannot begin at the top, then let us begin where we are and 
train a few of the lowly to become the great26 

This merely says, if the leaders of the church cannot be 
converted to the movement, circumvent the leaders with 
those produced by the movement. 

After the "selection" takes place comes another Coleman- 
originated process, that of "Association." Coleman says, 

Preaching to the masses, although necessary, will never suffice 
in the work of preparing leaders for evangelism ... It requires 
constant personal attention, much like the father gives to his 
children. This is something no organization or class can ever 
do. Children are not raised by proxy. The example of Jesus 
should teach us that it can only be done by persons staying 
right with those they seek to lead.27 

Jones says, 
Probably, the most effective teaching one can do today in 
discipling is to spend time with a person in all situations. This 
will include formal situations like a class or a discipler group 
meeting. It will include some regularly scheduled times for 
prayer and sharing. Some of the time will naturally be 
scheduled for planned evangelistic activities. But much of the 
time will include some of that informal teaching as one is 
traveling to a destination, eating together, or going to a social 
event. The disciples must learn how to function in all types of 
situations. Therefore the discipler must devote time to be with 
him in all types of situations.28 

Gary Kuhne says it this way: 
Our role as disciplers is to help a person become an obedient 
doer, not just a hearer, of the word of God. The key to achieving 
this obedient application in a growing Christian's life is to be 
willing to pour your life into him. This sharing of your life is 
called "life transference" and is so important to discipleship 
development that multiplication is nbarly impossible without 
it.29 

As with Coleman and Jones, Kuhne delineates several 
areas in which the "life transference" takes place. He says, 
"A Christian must work and live closely enough with the 
new Christian to show him in an obvious way the real-life 
implications of the commands of God being taught."30 In 
order to do this, there are several "practical applications9'in 
life transference: 

"Issue confrontingVis that part of the disciplers work of getting 
to know the new Christian well enough to see where the 
applications of God's word are to be made in his life...This 
would be impossible apart from the close personal relationship 
developed through discipleship trainingS3l 
"Example settingl'is the other aspect of transferring your life to 
another. As a growing Christian observes your life style and 
conduct, he gains valuable, practical insights into what it means 
to live the Christian life. Example setting is a key point in 
effective follow-up ministry, but is even more important to 
disciple-building.32 

The above quotes from Kuhne may seem to be innocent 
enough on the surface, but in the context of the discipling (a 
la Crossroads) movement it goes far beyond the principles of 
New Testament Christianity. Kuhne expects from the 
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constant association and "life transference" of the discipler 
into the disciple a "total life change." He concludes, 

The new ~h r i s t i an  with whom you are working is made up of 
many parts-social, mental, physical, emotional, spiritual, 
etc.,-all forming together an interrelated, cohesive whole. The 
reality of regeneration should affect the whole person being 
ministered to. Thus you must be concerned with the entirety of 
one's life (emphasis mine, E.W.) t o  see the totality of change 
that Christ promises. This demands involvement with a person 
even in parts of his life that don't seem to relate to the 
spiritual ... We must work with a person's total life to  see 
applications of the word 1nade.3~ 
In this presentation, only one other area of concern will be 

addressed. The "Levels of Relationship" as proposed by 
Jones is another parroting of the Coleman brand of 
Crossroadsism. This philosophy produces some circum- 
stances which are difficult logically to explain. These levels 
of relationship as Jones describes them are as follows: 

Level one: He (the disciple, E.W.) would need t o  have a 
closest brother with whom he could share. For 
such a close relationship t o  exist, there would need 
t o  be a vulnerability on both their parts in order for 
them to  be into each other's lives. These two would 
spend much time together in many and varied 
situations. 

Level two: He would have a few brothers who would be close 
t o  him. They would be only three or four in 
number. The brothers might be called a "discipler 
group." 

Level three: Would be a larger group but still be small. Some 
place near twelve would be a good size. This group 
would be a group that met together regularly for 
Bible study and prayer. 

Level four: Would be even a larger group. This would probably 
be a Sunday School class. 

Level five: Would consist of a local congregation. 
Level six: Might be his town or a section of his city.34 
Brother Jones avers that all six of these "levels of 

relationship" are in practice at  the Northwest church in 
Seattle, Washington, where he preaches. He defines these 
levels thusly: 

Level one: A prayer covenant. 
Level two: A discipler group. 
Level three: An evangelistic group Bible study. 
Level four: Campus Ministry at the University of Washington. 
Level five: Membership in the local congregation. 
Level six: The community at the University of W a ~ h i n g t o n . ~ ~  
Jones quotes Dr. Gary Collins on page 80-82 in his book. 

In regard to his view concerning L'levels of relationship." 
Collins says: 

In terms of discipleship, it would seem that the apostle John 
occupied that level one relationship. John was seemingly the 
closest brother and friend t o  Jesus ... John was also part of Jesus' 
level two relationship which consisted of Peter, James and 
John...On the third level of Jesus would be the twelve. Jesus 
especially devoted his time and ministry to training these 
twelve. They were with him in all types of situations and were 
discipled to become like him. ..On the fourth level in relation- 
ship to Jesus would be the seventy that Jesus appointed ... 
Perhaps on the fifth level could be the five hundred t o  whom he 
appeared after his resurrection...On the sixth level of relation- 
ship might be the crowds, the multitudes, or some of the larger 
groups of disciples that followed Jesus.36 

The concept of the "levels" of relationship" leads to some 
interesting observations. According to the proponents of 
this concept, discipling occurs only in levels one, two and/ or 
three.37 But, in order to effect discipling in these levels, the 
discipler must give constant attention to all aspects of the 
young Christian's (disciple's) life and much time. (Let it be 

noted that true discipleship cannot take place outside of the 
body of Christ, the church).38 It is further stated that those 
who do not achieve a level of relationship below a level four 
cannot and will not be a multiplying discipler.39 That person 
is not to be "selected" for discipling since he will not become 
a discipler. 

The question that arises is this: How can an elder be a 
multiplying discipler? This question evidently raised a bit of 
a dilemma for brother Jones. He answers it thusly: 

Some church leaders have not extended themselves into the 
lower levels because of the myth that ministers should not have 
close relationships with the members. 
Some leaders are not as  attracted t o  the first three levels because 
they are not as  noticeable and also because they are concerned 
with the masses. 
Many leaders are not patient enough to work with the few to  
achieve the greater growth. But a congregation will be limited in 
its scope if its leaders are not having good relationship on levels 
one through three. This is because they will have leaders who 
are not making disciples. 
Although he would not have relationships with many on the 
lower levels, he would want everyone in his congregation to 
have the lower levels of relationship with someone. 
From this study it becomes apparent that since discipleship 
does not occur until people relate in lower levels, leaders need 
not only develop these lower levels of relationship in their 
personal lives, but also encourage them in their congregation.40 

Brother Jones'dilemma refuses to go away. He starts out 
acknowledging the responsibility of elders necessitates their 
association with the members of the congregation (level 5), 
but ends up requiring that they also devote the majority of 
their time with the lower levels! 

It is quite apparent from the analysis of the discipling 
movement that there are some serious doctrinal difficulties 
that result: 

1) The premise that discipling can only take place within 
the body of Christ, the church, violates Matthew 28: 18-20, 
the great commission. It states, "Go ye therefore and teach 
(make disciples-mathateusate) all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit; teaching (didaskontes) them to observe all things 
whatever I commanded you.. ." If "discip1ing"can take place 
only in the church, then *Jesus gave the apostles an 
impossible command! 

2) The so-called "levels of relationship" are nothing short 
of pure denominational imagination, or perhaps hallucina- 
tion. No such significance is attached to the relationships 
that obtained between Jesus and his apostles or those who 
followed him. Surely, it is not uncommon or unscriptural 
for one to have a close confidant or a special circle of close 
friends, but to attach a spiritual "discipleship" relationship 
to such friendship is completely unfounded in scripture. 

3) The "prayer partner" relationship, as it is denominated 
in the Crossroads terminology, or its "discipling ministry" 
equivalent, "discipler/disciple" relationship, is such as to  
cause great concern to the church. First, because of the 
domination of the disciple by the discipler. The poor 
disciple's time is no longer his own. His innermost personal 
thoughts and secrets are demanded by his discipler. He is 
intimidated, brain washed and his self-worth is destroyed. 
He becomes a vassal of his discipler. This sort of relationship 
is totally foreign to New Testament principles and example. 

Second, this sort of relationship completely circumvents 
the Christian's (disciple and discipler) submissive responsi- 
bility and relationship to the elders. In fact, in all of brother 
Jones' elaborate dissertation concerning the "levels of 
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relationship" as it relates to  "church leaders," the term 
elder(s) is never mentioned. When carried to  its ultimate 
end, this sort of philosophy completely negates the office of 
elder ordained by inspiration on the pages of God's holy 
word. Those who espouse such nonsense need to be aware 
that this philosophy is nothing less than blasphemy and 
must be repented of and abandoned. 

4) The misuse of the term "disciple" points to gross 
ignorance of the scriptures. After Acts 1 1:26, no distinction 
is ever made between the term "Christian" and "disciple" 
when referring to  the followers of Jesus. Before that time 
reference is made to disciples of Moses and John, as well as 
Jesus. 

The soon-to-be apostle Paul avidly persecuted the 
disciples of Christ. "Breathing out threatening and slaughter 
against the disciples of the Lord" (Acts 9: l), he went to the 
high priest for letters (warrants for arrest) to the synagogues 
(Rabbin) in Damascus, "that if he found any of this way (not 
just the few more spiritually mature), whether they were men 
or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem." No 
distinction, or selection of just a few, was indicated. 

It also is significant to notice that in Acts 11:26, the record 
states that "the disciples were called Christians first a t  
Antioch."It is never stated that some of the Christians were 
called disciples-anywhere! 

The "multitudes of the disciples" are mentioned in the 
infant church (Acts 6:2) with reference to the whole 
company, not the more spiritually mature. Those selected 
out of that group were not selected to be "discipled," they 
were already disciples! 

Those "disciples" that followed Jesus seeking food were 
weak. John 6:66 says, "From this time many of his disciples 
went back and walked no more with him." Such conduct 
was not of the spiritually mature, but to the contrary, of the 
spiritually immature! 

It is disconcerting, puzzling, perplexing and inconceivable 
that learned men with terminal degrees in the field of 
theology, especially in our brotherhood can become so 
deceived into these irrationalities unless it be for reasons 
other than logical, honest, scriptural conclusions! 

5) In view of the doctrine of "selection," and the implica- 
tions attendant thereto, these questions arise: (1) When is 
the discipling process completed? or is it? (2) What happens 
to those not so privileged? (3) What does one call another 
who is not discipled? (4) Can a Christian who is not 
"discipled" be saved? (5) What function has the eldership 
with the "discipler/disciple" relationship? (6) Can an elder 
be saved if he is not a "discipler'? (7) Who "disciples" an 
elder? (8) Must one be a discipler before he can serve as an 
elder? (9) Can a "discipler" (one who has achieved a level 
one, two, or three) serve under the oversight of an elder who 
has attained only to a level five? 

In view of all of the unscriptural corners into which the 
"discipling ministry" is forced, it would appear that 
common sense coupled with a working knowledge of the 
word of God, should help us all to  abandon, discard, reject 
and otherwise stop chasing after the fanciful day dreams of 
denominational penmen who, by their very expressed 
beliefs, demonstrate a lack of knowledge and understanding 
of the Bible. Let us return to the word and forget the 
philosophies that would, and are, leading us into spiritual 
oblivion! 

CONCLUSION 
In this study we have discussed (1) The Coleman 

Philosophy, (2) The Crossroads Philosophy, (3) Cross- 

roads/ Boston, (4) House Churches, and (5) The Discipling 
Ministry. In all of these discussions, we have noticed the 
intent and emphasis to be on the precept that "if it works, do  
it!" 

Rapid church growth is not the goal of the church. 
Showing the love of God for man: the love of Jesus for man; 
the precepts given for living the Christian life; obedience to  
the gospel plan of salvation; the love of man for mankind; 
the reward for faithfulness. and the condemnation for 
rejection of God's word should cause every man to dedicate 
himself to service in the church. Dedication to the Lord 
produces peace (Philippians 4:7). Dedication to a cultic 
cause produces confusion and disappointment. 

May we all determine today to mark those who espouse 
such doctrines as divisive, damaging, destructive and 
deliberate, and stand fast against every effort that is not in 
harmony with the wonderful word of God. 

-P.O. BOX 865 
Hurst, Texas 76053 
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APPENDIX I 
February 10,1981 

Mr. Alvin Jennings 
Star Bible & Tract Corp. 
7120 Burns 
Ft. Worth, Texas 76118 
Dear Alvin: 

I have just completed reading your book, "3 R's of True 
Religion." You asked me to proofread the book and to be 
forthright and candid in my comments regarding it. I want you to 
know that in my comments I bear no personalmalice. However, I 

CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH-Mey/l987 



do feel that I must be frank, even to the point of rudeness to 
emphasize the intensity with which I respond. 

With all the sincerity that I can invoke, I plead with you to 
restudy the entire matter of the eldership: Qualifications of its 
members; its function; its responsibility; its authority; its basis for 
existence: its accountability; its nature; its ordination; its position 
in the church; responsibility of the members to it, and its rewards. 
I firmly believe that you either did not ever have in the past, do  
not now have, or have lost the understanding of the role of the 
eldership In the Lord's church. I realize that other premises are 
addressed in your book as being matters of concern, but it 
surfaces, many times, as being in open opposition to "congre- 
gational autonomy" with local elderships and their penchant for 
generally hindering the growth of the church. 

I will unhesitatingly defend the office of the eldership to be 
God-ordained-the only office in the church, incidentally, with 
authority from God to "oversee," "shepherd," and to "rule," the 
church. The evangelist (minister, preacher-never "pastor") does 
not have authority over the flock, nor does a teacher. You have 
never heard the word shepherd used in the church before to 
denote anyone else in the church other than one of the elders, nor 
the word "pastor" to denote someone other than an elder. I do not 
appeal to "tradition" for this position. These are Bible terms to 
refer either to the office of elder or individuals in that office. 

You have stated, publicly, that you have been a member of 
more congregations &I this &a than perhaps anyone else. Have I 
correctlv ~erceived that the reason for this transient trend is 
because-oi your failure t o  be able to accept the authority and 
oversight and leadership of the elders where you have been? It 
would be incongruous to believe that you would move from place 
to place if there was harmony between you and the elders of those 
churches. Can this be a motivating factor behind the writing of 
this book? 

I was literally shocked on Tuesday last, when you made the 
statement t o  a "pastor" of the "Mid-Cities Fellowship of 
Covenant Churches," after extolling the virtues of their process of 
church practices, that "now I am going to air our dirty laundry 
and show you how we do  it." Alvin, if you believe that the way we 
worship is "dirty Iaundry," then I am going to  have to do  some 
extra praying in your behalf. The worship of God is the most 
sacred, holy and reverent act in my life, and I challenge any man 
who would classify my worship of God as "dirty laundry!!" In 
fact, until the very last of the meeting when you stated to  this 
"Covenant Churches pastor," that you did not think you would 
be agreeable to changing your fellowship, I was not certain that 
you were not attempting to convert us to this man's religious 
belief. 

Another problem I have with your book is your reference in 
Chapter 4, under "Is Today's Church the Church of The Bible?" 
to "the greatest roadblocks to our reaching out...somehow must 
lie within the 'institutions' or 'forms' or 'structures' of our 
congregations." Whatever the cause of our failure to effectively 
evangelize our neighborhood, much less our country, does not lie 
within the institution or form or structure of the congregation. 
Place the blame where it lies-at the feet of human beings into 
whose care the gospel is given-but never at the feet of the giver 
of the structure, or form or the institution-God himself. To 
make a universal indictment of the church is to condemn the 
church itself for which Christ died and of which you are a part, 
and I do  not believe that you bear that much malice in your heart 
toward the church. 

I hope you do not speak of every eldership when you ask the 
question at the end of chapter 4, "Will an eldership be willing to 
allow new converts to bring in new ideas and new structures that 
may jeopardize their secure position as decision makers for the 
congregation's every function?" You make no identification as to 
the eldership to which you refer, therefore I take it that you are 
maklng universal application to all elderships. If so, then, again, I 
must deny your premise that all elderships occupy "secure 
positions, or that they will refuse to hear the thoughts and ideas of 

new converts. If you mean that it is "lording it over the flock," or 
being "trnditional" for an eldership to refuse to change worship 
practices (new structures) that may be suggested by a new 
convert, then I will deny charges of that nature as being the 
product of ignorance regarding the responsibility of the eldership 
to protect the distinctiveness of the church. 

I have a great deal of trouble accepting your "reasonable 
assumption" that, "in most cases where an elder had oversight, it 
was a house-flock ..." There is no Biblical evidence of an elder 
(singular) ever having the oversight of anything! 

Christian love, compassion and conduct should characterize 
every child of God. It is unfortunate that there is bickering and 
infighting between congregations of the Lord's people, even 
among preachers. Someone has said that the church would really 
be great if it just wasn't for the people in it. Nevertheless, to be 
reactionary to the opposite extreme is just as bad. All elders are 
not bad and all preachers are not bad. Your paragraph on "How 
to  Pick a Preacher," in chapter 5, is dripping with bitter irony. 
Why, I do  not know unless this is a personal reaction from your 
own past experience in trying to work with elderships. 

I firmly believe, at the risk of being branded as "traditional" by 
you and those who are seemingly sympathetic with the Mid-Cities 
Fellowship of Covenant Churches (where do we read about them 
in the Bible?), that the methods that you have outlined in your 
book are the first steps to a religious hierarchical system similar to 
the embryo of Roman Catholicism. It is cultic to the core. 

Alvin, I don't want the church to die on the vine. I want it to be 
alive and moving! I do not subscribe to the philosophy of 
denominationalism that we need to adapt the church to the needs 
of the people. We need to bring the thinking of the people to the 
glorious blessings inherent in obedience to the gospel and living 
according to the principles of Christian teaching. A church 
without a standard is a ship without a rudder. Our standard is the 
Bible! It is not some "exciting, this-will-work" type of man- 
invented heresy! 

Therefore, I appeal to you NOT to print this book! I fear it is 
far too late to ask that of you, but that is my evaluation of this 
whole concept. This book will ruin you in the brotherhood. It will 
likely have a devasting effect upon your business as well. I do not 
want my name or the name of the Brown Trail church to be in any 
way identified with this book!! 

Although I cannot speak for Dr. Baird, since I notice he is 
writing the introduction to the book, I am taking the liberty of 
sending him a copy of this letter. Also, I am sending a copy of this 
letter to my dear friend, Chester Hill. I will oppose this effort in 
every way that is open to me in a Christian manner. 

I will be glad to meet with you to further discuss this matter if 
you so desire. 

Yours in Christ, 
(Signed) 

Eddie Whitten 
Elder, Brown Trail church of Christ 

CC: Dr. James Baird 
Chester Hill 

(NOTE: Convinced that many will want additional copies of the 
issue containing brother Whitten's extremely effective article on 
CROSSROADS/BOSTON, we are printing an "extra" 5,000 
more than our normal press run. The following prices include 
postage: 12 copies, 86.85; 25 copies, 81 2.09; 4 0  copies, 817.33; 
6 0  copies, 820.76; 8 0  copies, 828.17; 100 copies, 833.61. 

Should you need all of our some20 or more back issues having to 
do with the Crossroads movement, please send 89.95 with each 
order of our "Crossroads Packet" and address your order to: 
CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH, Post Office Box26247, Birming- 
ham, Alabama 35226. IYRJr.) 
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Apostate Gospel 
Preacher Dies  

David P. Brown 

The February 11, 1987 morning edition of the Austin 
American-Statesman carried the obituary of "Dr. Ray F. 
Chester, 61, Pastor of Round Rock Christian Church. .." 

The funeral services were conducted in "...Central 
Christian Church, with Dr. Vic Hunter, Reverend Ilene 
Dunn, and Dr. Robert M. Shelton officiating ...." The 
obituary further pointed out that Chester "...was former 
minister of Brentwood Oaks Church of Christ, Austin ..." 
and had "...served on the editorial board of Mission Journal 
for 20 years ..." 

I first came across Ray Chester while I was a student in 
Harding College (University) in the Spring of 1967. Chester 
was the preacher for the College Church of Christ in Searcy, 
Arkansas at the time. My best recollection of him is his 
monotone sermons lacking in scripture and the distinctive 
principles that characterize sound gospel lessons. This was 
about the time that Mission Magazine started and about 
two years before Dr. James Atteberry of Harding College 
declared that absolute truth was unattainable. Within a year 
Chester had left his work with the College church due to his 
liberalism. 

The Volume XVII, No. 7 (February 15, 1987) bulletin of 
the Brentwood Oaks Church of Christ, ' 'me  Brentwood 
Oaks Notes, "carried the following article in tribute to Dr. 
Chester: 

"For To Him All Are Alive" 
Ray Chester served as a minister at Brentwood Oaks church 

for many years. Quite a number of you were touched by his life, 
a life lived for Jesus Christ, the Resurrected Lord. 

Recently I found comfort in the following words from Jesus 
concerning death and, more important, the resurrection. May 
you find comfort in them too. 

"But in the account of the bush, even Moses showed that the 
dead rise, for he calls the Lord'the God of Abraham, and the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.'He is not the God of the 
dead, but of the living, for t o  him all are alive." 

What Must I t  Be Like? 
"What must it be to step on shore, and find it-heaven 
To take hold of a hand, and find it-God's hand; 
To breathe a new air, and find it-Ceiestial air; 
To feel invigorated, and find it-Immortality; 
To rise from the care, and loneliness, and turmoil of earth 
into unbroken calm; 
To wake up and find it-Glory." 

(Author Unknown) 
Ray Chester knows. 

-David B. Gregersen 
(NOTE: David Gregersen is listed in the bulletin under "Ministry 

Responsibilities" and involved in "Christian Education"-DPB) 

If Gregersen's tribute does not say that Ray Chester was 
aoceptable to God in his work as "Pastor of Round Rock 
~h r i s t i an  Church," what would he have to write to  say as 
much? We believe several questions are appropriate in order 
for us to see where some brethren (?) have gone. 

1. Could any Christian get t o  heaven by following in the path of 
Ray Chester? 

2. May evangelists wear the denominational title of "Pastor"and 
have God's blessings? 

3. May Christians approach the Bible as does- the Christian 
Church, with the attitude of, "If it is not expressly forbidden, it 
may be done" and learn the truth regarding the church in its 
worship, work, and organization? 

4. May I, as Ray Chester did, worship with mechanical instru- 
ments of music and be acceptable to God? 

5. Am I t o  believe that members of the Christian Church are 
saved just as they presently believe and practice? 

6. Should I encourage members of the Lord's church to accept 
members of the Christian Church as faithful brethren? 

7. D o  the elders of the Brentwood Oaks Church of Christ believe 
that the Christian Church is acceptable t o  God as it now 
believes, works and worships? 

8. Would the elders of the Brentwood Oaks Church of Christ 
invite a former Christian Church "Pastor" t o  work with them 
as their preacher? 

9. Would said elders allow such a preacher t o  continue to wear 
the title "Pastor'? 

10.Do Gregersen and the elders of the Brentwood Oaks Church 
believe all of these differences, as  well as others that exist 
between the Christian Church and the church of Christ, t o  be 
only matters of opinion? 

It is true that Ray Chester and the Brentwood Oaks 
Church of Christ were liberal back when "liberal wasn't 
cool," but it is obvious that others are following in their 
footsteps. Chester and the Brentwood Oaks Church of 
Christ long ago left the moorings of ancient, pure, primitive, 
New Testament Christianity. They have ceased to approach 
the Bible with the question, "Is it authorized?"Theirconcept 
of love and doctrine would array love against doctrine and 
vice versa. They have forgotten that ~ o h n  said: 

And hereby we d o  know that we know him, if we keep his 
commandments. He  that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his 
commandments is a liar, and theatruth is not in him. But whoso 
keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: 
hereby know we that we are.in him"(1 John 2:3-5). 

Brethren, all of us must ever be vigilant lest we too follow 
in the steps of those who have become so pious that the word 
of God means so very little to them. Ray Chester and the 
Brentwood Oaks Church of Christ are either patterns for us 
to follow because they wil1,lead us to heaven or they are 
examples for us to reject because they have rejected the 
Biblical pattern and therefore will lead us to damnation! We 
must choose one pattern of conduct or the other; there is no 
middle ground! -Southwest School of Bible Studies 

8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, TX 78748 

Samuel Miao Sam Ming, Aged 
46, G o e s  To M e e t  H i s  Maker 

The first time that I recall meeting Samuel Miao Sam days (1959), Sam Miao set out to convert me to Methodism; 
Ming, he was 17 years of age, a high school senior, a instead, I wound up baptizing him into Christ in the South 
Queen's Scout, first violin in the Singapore Symphony China Sea. 
Orchestra-and a Methodist. Sam was such a brilliant student that brother George S. 

Like numbers of other brilliant, young Chinese in those Benson and I made a private pact between us to  help him 
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not want me to be ashamed of him. I assured him that for 
him to teach falsely was bad enough, but to lie about it was 

on through his Bachelor's and Master's Degrees-our aim 
being to train him for the ultimate presidency for Four 
Seas College. 

The trouble was that Harding Graduate School, unbe- 
known either to brother Benson or to me, in those days was 
literally infested with false and unsound teachers. (Still is, 
in fact!) 

By the time Sam had finished Harding Graduate School, 
in 1965, his HGS professors had so completely brain- 
washed him away from the truth of the gospel as to render 
him practically useless in the church or Four Seas College 
either! 

As president of Four Seas College, 1966-68, I was 
puzzled by all the false ideas that kept surfacing in the 
student body. Sam not only was teaching in the college but 
also was serving as our Dean-Registrar. 

When I would question him about this false doctrine or 
that, he would deny that it was he who was teaching it and 
seemed just as puzzled as I as to where it was originating. 

At the end of 1967, one of our students, brother Dudley 
Devereaux, left the college, flew back to his native 
Australia, quit the church, joined the Christian Church, 
and credited Sam Miao with all the false teaching he had 
espoused. Sam continued to  deny it. 

Finally, in the late spring of 1968, too much evidence 
kept piling up for it to be anyone else; all those doctrinal 
errors were being taught by Sam Miao. I called him in, 
forbade him to deny it any longer, and asked him why he 
had lied, when he knew what he was teaching and knew 
that it was false. He paused a long while, perhaps as long as 
two minutes without saying a word. When he did answer, 
he said that I was his father in the gospel and that he did 

immensely worse. 
Rather than to  fire him outright, giving him no chance 

(perhaps I should have), I gave Sam one month to make up 
his mind whether he would resign or be dismissed. At the 
end of the month he said he would resign, which he did. 

As so often is the case among Asian people, especially, in 
order for Sam to "save face". manv of the local members 
tried to pass off the matter as just a "conflict of person- 
alities" between Sam and me. 

Sam knew better. However, he went right along with this 
face-saving device. 

I challenged him to debate our doctrinal differences 
which had led to his dismissal. He said he would "discuss" 
but not "debate." I said, fine, that we would "discuss." And 
discuss we did. 

We invited approximately 50 of the more mature, 
seasoned members from around the city to come to hear 
our discussion, which began at  7:30 one night in the 
building at Moulmein Road. We discussed straight through 
for approximately five hours without a break. 

Finally, about 12:30 in the morning, one of the principal 
ones who had tried to pass the conflict off -as "just 
personalities" asked if he might say something. I gave him 
permission. Before all present, he said that he truly had 
thought our differences had been over personalities; 
however. he said. he now could see that it was over 
doctrine, not personalities, and had been all along. 

Before closing our "discussion" that night, I reminded 
Sam of old Elymas, the sorcerer, who had tried to turn 
away Sergius Paulus from Paul's teaching of the truth. 
(Acts 13). 

The last thing I recall ever saying to Sam was, "If I had 
the same power that Paul had, in verse 11, you would not 
be able even to find the door on your way out of here 
tonight!" 

Rather than repent, Sam Miao already had divided the 
church at Moulmein Road in May, having led some 44 of 
our finest young converts there back into error. They met 
for a time on St. Thomas Wa1k;later moving to Thompson 
Road, there in Singapore.', At the time of his death on 
March 24, 1987, they were meeting on Boscombe Road. 

Sam did his false teaching well. Neither he nor any of 
those who went out from us in 1968 ever came back to the 
truth. It means absolutely nothing that the members at 
Boscombe Road put a notice in the obituary section of the 
Singapore newspaper, sayiig that Samuel Miao Sam Ming 
"was called home by the Lord" on the above date. He died, 
as he had lived, completely'apostate from the Lord whom 
he had forsaken since his return from Harding Graduate 
School in 1965. 

How tragic!-Ira Y. Rice, Jr., Editor 
(NOTE: It Is my own personal deep conviction that Hwdhg 

Graduate Sehoel, together wlth Its admlnlstratlons and numerous 
known false kathers across the years wlll have much to answer for 
when Judgment Day flnally comes. Regardless of a few-a v4r). 
few-true teachers thls school has had from Its beglnnlng until the 
present, for the most part they almost all have been either outright 
false teachers or at best those who glve an "uncertaln sound." W 
just Samuel Mlao, but Kenneth Rldeout, Howard Mefches, anelmme 
recently Dave Hogan, have returned to the Far Eart from W 
studles at HGS to plague the churches wlth thelr fabe doctrtnea In 
my estlmete the one slngle source of more felse teachlng that hss 
Invaded the churches of Chrlst In the 20th Century Is H W n g  
Graduate School. The teachers there, for the most part, wlll accept 
false teachers from the denomlnatlonal world (whom theyllke to cail 
"theologians") as authority; however. they discount what f&W 
brethren from the churches of Christ-or even the Bible itseiH- 
have to say on practically any subject. IYRJr.) 
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B Watt, Long-Time Faithful 
Christian, Dies April 3,1987, 
In San Francisco, California 

I One of the finest members of our Lord's body whom I 
ever met in San Francisco, was a brother B Watt, formerly 
of Longview, Texas. The year was 1943. His first wife still 
was living at the time, but passed a short while later. 

When the church began in Downtown San Francisco, in 
July, 1945, brother Watt (B was his given name, not an 
initial) was a "charter member." Not long thereafter he met 
and married his second wife-Sweet Anna-who sang alto 
in the Methodist choir and was one of the finest cooks who 
ever lived. 

Not long after their marriage, sister Sweet was converted. 
Both of them became zealous workers in the Downtown 
San Francisco congregation. 

Some time after I left San Francisco for Seattle, 
Washington, at the end of 1951, the church at Downtown 
San Francisco fell on hard times, So desperate was the 
situation then, that had it not been for B and Sweet Watt 
making the building payments out of their own pockets, 
the church would have lost the building then occupied on 
Mission Street. 

One thing that the Watts always appreciated about the 
Downtown San Francisco church was that we drew no 
color line. From the very beginning, we had taken a 
religious census within six blocks radius and found that 37 
different nationalities of every race and nation were living 
therein. We passed out some 20,000 circulars, saying, 
"Whosoever will may come." 

And come they did! Many and many is the time that we 
had five men waiting on the Lord's table, no two of whom 
were of the same race or nation. Over a five-year period, we 
had people attending from some 19 different nationalities, 

l and baptized some from at least eight. 

About the same time that I left my second work with the 
Downtown San Francisco church, in 1974, brother and 
sister Watt moved over to the church at 1239 Revere 
Avenue, in that city, where brother J. C. Rodgers has 
preached since the late '40s. 

"He will be deeply missed in the community that he 
loved so dearly," brother Rodgers wrote at his passing, 
"but we know that God does all things for the best, and it is 
for us to trust in him. We therefore recommend his spirit 
back to God who gave it and may he rest in everlasting 
peace." 

Brother Watt was born August 23, 1900, in the city of 
Longview, Texas, to Mrs. Mary Alice Lewis. He departed 
this life April 3, 1987, at the age of 86. He leaves to mourn 
his passing his beloved wife, Mrs. Sweet Anna Watt; one 
daughter, Christine Young, both of San Francisco; one 
brother, Mr. Frank Watt, of Longview, Texas; one sister, 
Mrs. Licester Grisson, of San Francisco, and a host of 
nieces, nephews, cousins and many devoted friends. 

Brother Rodgers was in charge of the funeral proceed- 
ings; and several of us delivered words of eulogy. Pall- 
bearers included Henry Flood, Fred Ford, Roy Riley, John 
Starling, Lonnie Reagan and Ocie Williams. 

All through these more than 40 years that I have known 
them, every time I passed through San Francisco, I might 
not see anyone else, but I never failed to go see the Watts or 
they came to see me. God bless Sweet Anna as she carries 
forward without B until Jesus calls her home.-Ira Y. Rice, 
Jr., Editor 

The Fourth Annual 
Northside Lectures 

Bubba Phllllps 
The Fourth Annual Northside Lectureship in El Paso, 

Texas is now history. This series of lectures took place 
Wednesday through Sunday, March 4-8. 

Thethemeof the lectureship was ISSUES AND ANSWERS. 
Some of the assigned topics were: Crossroadlsm, Antl-Ism, 
Athelsm, Sectarianism, Extremism, The Occult, Dlvorce and 
Remarrlage, Pornography, Church Dlsclpllne and Abortion. 
Eighteen speakers did an excellent job of delivering their 
lectures. 

The lectures were video taped and are also available on 
audio cassette tapes. Brother Joe McDonald of Oklahoma 
City did the video taping and brother Thomas Gardner of 
Fort Worth did the audio taping. Lectureship outline books 
also are available. These books sell for $6 including postage. 
Last year's outline book sells forn$5 including postage. 

There were 33 cities, 38 congregations, 9 states and 2 
countries represented at the lectureship. Visitors from 
Arizona, California, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Tennessee and Texas were present. British 
Columbia, Canada, and Mexico also were represented. 

Next year's lectureship will be March 2-6. The theme will 
be GREAT BIBLE CHAPTERS. Some of the speakers 
scheduled are: Darrell Conley, Roy Deaver, Buster Dobbs, 
Dub McClish, Goebel Muslc and Oran Rhodes. 

Brethren everywhereareencouraged to attend the lectures 
in El Paso. They will not bedisappointed in thequality of this 
lectureship. 

-Northside Church of Christ 
Post Office Box 4069 
El Paso, Texas 79914 

BUFORD LANG WHITE PASSES 
It had been our intention to carry a tribute to brother Buford 

Lung (Pete) White, who passed away recently in Texas. Space 
limitations in this issue make this impossible. Lord willing, well 
carry it in our June issue. Watch for it. 
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GROUND-BREAKING CEREMONY for the new addition Elder; James A. Bobbltt, Elder; E. L. Whltaker, Evangelist, 
tothe Memphis School of Preaching building occurred at 4 Knight Arnold church of Christ; Floyd M. Hayes, Elder; and 
p.m.. the Lord's Day afternoon of March 29,1987. Among Garland Elklns, Evangelist, Getwell church of Christ. Mean- t 
those taking an active part in the actual ground-breaking while, construction on the actual building already has 
(see left to right, above) were Curtls A. Cafes, Director; begun. Hopefully, it will be ready for use within approxi- 
Harold D. Mangrum, Elder; D. H. Klrby, Elder; Bert Embry, mately four months from the time ground was broken. 

Rlchard C. Haase, of Medon, Tennessee, 
subscribed for several. He writes: "Some of 
the men that we had subscribed for have 
expressed to be removed from the mailing 
list ... Just never let such keep us from keeping 
on keeping on with the truth." 

Mac Deaver, preacher to the church at 
Clarksville, Texas: "Keep up the good ,and 
highly cr i t~c~zed but much needed work. 

Ray Rodenbeck, evangelist, Huntingdon. 
Pennsylvania: "Someone started sending us 
your publication and/or paid forthesubscrip- 
tion. We do not feel the need to receive your 
publication. We would be most pleased if you 
would remove our name from your subscrip- 
tion list as soon as possible." 

N. J. "Stan" Stanford, formerly an elder at 
Riverside/Columbia, Tennessee, is now in his 
'80s and has reached the time of life "when 
each passing year makes a difference." He 
writes: "We appreciate your efforts in the 
mission field and your efforts to warn the 
brotherhood via Contending for the Faith ... 
What do you think is going to be the final 
move for Rubel? It would be much better if all 
of the false teachers in the brotherhood 
would just leavethechurch completely instead 
of trying to re-structure it.. Keep up the good 
work you are doing." 

Cheryl Jacobs, Linwood, Kansas: "Thank 
you for putting out this wonderful publi- 
cation." 

H. B. George, of Coffeyville, Kansas, ordered 
25 copies of our issue for September 1986 for 
wider distribution there. 

Kelth B. Cozort, preacher, Grand Ledge, 
Michigan: "I truly appreciate yourwillingness 
to stand for the truth and publish what needs 
to be printed My prayer is that you will be 
able to continueto warn and alert the brother- 
hood for many years to come 

1 "I hope to be able to get some new subs- 
criptions for you before too long.   he church 
in Michigan is not as strong spiritually as it 
should be, as you well know. Some of us 
began meeting to see what we could do to 
combat the advancement of liberalism in the 
state. We are hoping to be able to have an 
impact for good in turning things around 
within Michigan ... l was born and raised in 
Michigan and it really hurts to see so many 
loved ones being blinded, willingly or other- 
wise, towhat is happening. It is my prayerthat 
I can help in making a difference ... 

THE HARRISON STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Harrison & Sidney Streets. Batesville. AR 

First Annual Lectureship 
"Stand Up for Christ & His Church" 

June 4-7, 1987 
THURSDAY NIGHT 

7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Mlke Vestal The Unity of All Believers 

8:00 - 9:00 p.m. Gobel Muslc The Kind of Church God Desires and Requires 

FRIDAY NIGHT 

Mlke Vestal Strong Elders who Watch For Souls 

Oavld Brown Young People Choose God's Way! 

SATURDAY MORNING 

Fellowship Breakfast for Elders, Preachers and Any Interested Parties 

Sunny Workman Making Ladies Classes Evangelistic 
(Ladies Class) 

SATURDAY NIGHT . 
Gary Workman Unity in Diversity and Fellowship 

Gobel Muslc Respecting The Silence of The Scriptures 

SUNDAY MORNING 

Oavld Brown Meeting the Challenges to 'The Faith Today 

Gary Workman The Sanctity of Marriage 

SUNDAY NlGHT 

7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Gobel Music What Happens When The System Fails 

8:00 - 9100 p.m. Questions and Answers by Music, Workman and Brown 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT - BILL WILLAflO 15011 793-4415 
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Soap Opera Religionists 
Bruce R. Curd 

i In recent weeks the public has been treated to a soap- 
opera type of travesty featuring many of the "electronic" 
preachers. 

If the last half of 1987 is anything like the first half has 
been for television religion, there is plenty of excitement 
ahead. Surely the events that have unfolded thus far read 
like an episode from Dallas or a story from The National 
Enquirer. 

First, there was the brazen and unabashed effrontery of 
On1 Roberts who announced that in one of his many 
"conversations with God," he was warned that he had to 
raise $8 million dollars by the end of March to endow his 
medical school scholarships and the Oral Roberts University 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, or he would be "called home." About 
the time that the deadline for Roberts'demise drew near, a 
Florida dog-race-track owner came to his rescue to put him 
over the top with a check for the tidy sum of $1,300,000. 
Admittedly, the liberal donor was not a believer but he 
wanted to save the "Reverend" (?) Mr. Roberts from the 
vengeful hand of God. But Roberts, like the grave(Proverbs 
30: 16), was not satisfied. He retired once again (or had he 
come down) to his prayer ("begging") tower on ORU 
campus, claiming once again that he was still fearful unless 
more dollars were forthcoming from the listening public. 
Then, on April Ist, the elder Roberts appeared on his son 
Richard's television program and remarked, "It is April the 
1st and I am alive. I have received $700,000 dollars more 
than I asked for." Later, to the news media, he stated that he 
would need the same amount each year for years to come if 
his vast holdings and medical scholarships are to remain in 
the black. One wonders just what tactics Roberts will resort 
to next to get it. 

JIM & TAMMY BAKKER WEIGH IN 
Then the nation learned that Tammy Bakker, wife and 

co-hostess of The Jim and Tammy Show, the television 
segment of PTL Ministries based in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, was in a drug rehabilitation program in California 

where she was recovering from a 17-year addiction. It was 
first reported that she had had a serious bout with 
pneumonia, (PTL is alleged to stand for either "Praise the 
Lord" or "People that Love."Two other meanings that have 
been suggested are: "Pass the Loot" or "Present the (filthy) 
Lucre".) 

Some days later it was announced that Jim Bakker had 
resigned as the Chairman of the Board and spiritual leader 
of PTL Ministries. Furthermore, it was revealed that 
Bakker had committed adultery seven years ago with a 
church secretary, one Jessica Hahn, of West Babylon, New 
York, in a Miami, Florida hotel. Thestory goes that Bakker 
was despondent and was threatening suicide, and in order to 
create jealousy on the part of his wife Tammy, he had his 
fling with Hahn. Bakker is alleged to have paid $1 15,000 of 
$265,000, the remainder to be paid in monthly allotments of 
$20,000 to Miss Hahn asb6hush" money to prevent the whole 
sordid affair from becoming public. 

THEN COMES JIMMY SWAGGART 
Shortly after his resignation from PTL, and apparently to 

hide the real reason for doing so, Bakker announced that the 
organizational shakeup at PTL was to avert a "hostile 
takeover bid" by televangelist Jimmy Swaggart. At this 
point Swaggart himself enters the fray, vehemently denying 
any such charges. On the Larry King Show, Swaggart 
strongly denounced both Oral Roberts and Jim Bakker for 
their "tower climbing" and "playground projects" and 
enterprises, and unequivocally demanded a genuine show of 
repentance on the part of Bakker. A few days later on the 
ABC affiliate from Los Angeles, in a live interview, 
Swaggart reiterated the same thing. 

Now charge and counter charge, blame and accusation, 
began to be hurled between principals in this grand display 
of hypocrisy and farce. Jimmy Swaggart, in his nationwide 
interviews revealed also that Richard Dortch, an associate 
of Jim Bakker at PTL, and an Assembly of God minister 
himself, knew of Bakker's affair with Miss Hahn, but helped 

(Contlnued on Page 3) 



"PARACLETE 
JOURNAL" 

(As If We Didn't Have Enough Troubles!) 

Bill Jackson 

This journal, built on the idea of the Holy Spirit as 
Comforter (Paraclete), affects to promote "Renewal in the 
Church of Christ," as encouraged by the joining of the 
church, the Christian Church, and the Disciples of Christ, 
and boasts an "acceptance and oneness" with Calvary 
Chapels, Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians and others. It 
is staffed by some of the best-known apostates from truth, 
and will be used to further take the church into sectarianism. 

We note some of the offerings in the proposed Winter, 
1987 issue: 

(1) The church where some of these men are has been turned 
into "Christian Fellowships," with one arm of activity 
called the Conference on Spiritual Renewal. 

(2) David Gatewood says that he "had the deposit of the 
Holy Spirit, but no fizz." Can you imagine? The Holy 
Spirit giving one "fizz"! 

(3) Gatewood tells of being influenced by a denominational 
person who spoke of the Spirit in his life, filling him with 
unusual joy, peace and vigor, and hence he (Gatewood) 
knew that he had been wrongly taught about spiritual 
gifts ending in the first century. Here is one who 
overthrows Biblical faith in favor of believing and 
abiding by human testimony from sectarian sources! 

(4) Don Finto says he graduated from one of our colleges 
with a Bible major, and knew "church of Christ 
doctrines," but not how to prove them! He states that he 
underlined all Holy Spirit passages, and read of living 
waters, and thenasked the L-ord: "Okay, Lord, I'm going 
to believe you and I'm',going to expect that gushing, 
artesian well." He then asked G.od to baptize him in the 
Holy Spirit, and has begun to walk in the Spirit! He states 
that he had more and more problems in the church the 
more he "listened to the Holy Spirit." 
And, the publication contiriues, filled with that kind of 

Pentecostal doctrine, and of all things, from men who once 
stood faithful to the Book and proclaimed the unsearchable 
riches of Christ! They prove that if one forsakes the revealed 
will of God, and begins to seek truth in denominational 
circles and testimonies, one can be led away! Oh no-errors 
on the Holy Spirit are not over! How we need to study and 
preach the fundamental things on the purpose of Holy Spirit 
baptism, the benefit to the apostles, the spiritual gifts-their 
purpose and nature, for a temporary time-and how that all 
was working to bring us to the point of COMPLETE 
GUIDANCE BY THE WORD O F  GOD today (I1 Timothy 
3: 16,17). 

-The Southwesterner 
8900 Manchaca Road 

Austin. Texas 78748 
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SOAP OPERA RELIGIONISTS 
(Contlnued from Page 1) 

to keep it hidden. Swaggart then called for the resignation of 
Dortch, Bakker's successor, because of his, Dortch's, 
duplicity and conspiracy in the matter. Then Swaggart, 
himself was further accused of notifying Assembly of God 
officials at the denomination's headquarters in Springfield, 
Missouri, of Bakker's wrong-doings some time before the 
story broke. Moreover, the flamboyant and often abrasive 
Swaggart was sued for libel to the tune of $90 million for 
exposing the infidelity of another preacher of his same 
brand of religion, a so-called "Reverend" Fletcher. The 
latter briefly appeared on national television at one point, to 
my knowledge, but denied all of Swaggart's charges against 
him. It is not likely that any more will be heard of this 
particular matter. 

ENTER FALWELL BEFORE THE FALL 
Shrewdly and swiftly, Bakker, upon recognizing that his 

own downfall was imminent, placed the reins of Heritage 
USA, a 2300-acre theme park which, in 1986, grossed more 
than $129 million in revenues, into the hands of an eager 
Jerry Falwell, a "mega-media" Baptist preacher of Lynch- 
burg, Virginia, who has made a reputation as an activist in 
conservative politics. This move by Bakker irked many 
ministers of the Assembly of God who felt that one of their 
own should have been chosen to succeed Bakker and not 
Falwell. The public can only wonder as to what went on 
behind the scenes in the exchange of leadership between 
Bakker and Falwell. 

The cunning Falwell, perhaps, will add uncounted millions 
to his already huge empire, not to mention the increased 
prestige. On the David Brinkley program, on March 29, 
Falwell boasted that his Liberty Mountain University in 
Lynchburg, Virginia, now has 7500 students and is the 
fastest growing college in the nation. Falwell has preached 
for 31 years at the Thomas Road Baptist Church in 
Lynchburg, receives an  annual salary of $100,000, lives in a 
$160,000 home, has access to a private jet airplane that is 
owned by his enterprise, not to mention all of the fringe 
benefits. 

Next, it was charged that Falwell helped to raise more 
than $3 million for the famine-stricken Sudan in Africa, but 
only a few hundred thousand of that amount ever reached 
those for whom it was intended. Moreover, it was made 
public on recent telecasts that Falwell's Old-Fashion-Gospel- 
Hour, receives about $150 million annually in gifts from his 
listeners. 

THE SITUATION AS OF APRIL 2 
At the time of this writing (April 2), this is how the 

matter seems to stand: 
Dortch is still the spokesman at PTL. His future there 

is precarious. The big brass at the Assembly of God 
headquarters in Springfield, Missouri, is leaving the 
disposition of Dortch to the North Carolina District of 
the Assembly of God in Dunn, North Carolina. 

1 Oral Roberts is jubilant that he is yet alive, but, no doubt, 
is laying the foundation for his next appeal for more 
millions. 

Jimmy Swaggart continues to demand the ouster of 
I Dortch and the repentance of Bakker. 

Jim Bakker will continue to receive a salary from PTL 
Ministries. We are sorry for his children. It must seem 
disastrous suddenly to be swept from the limelight to 
obscurity. But the Bible teaches us that the way of the 

transgressor is hard (Proverbs 13:15). Assembly of God 
officials are saying that Bakker remains non-commital as 
to whether or not he wants to be reinstated as a minister 
for their denomination. 

ROBINSON GETS IN ON THE ACT 
James Robinson, another Baptist, has been imported 

from Texas by PTL (on at least two occasions) for the 
express purpose of shoring up existing problems and to 
attempt to unify the charismatic PTL camp with the Baptists 
and others. On April 2nd, for more than an hour, Robinson 
talked, rambled, and wallowed in a ceaseless harangue, 
extolling the virtues of all his televangelist cohorts, from 
Billy Graham to Oral Roberts. He prayed a long pharisaical- 
like prayer and talked long and loud about the good ole boys 
who have pioneered on the airways with their religious 
programs. Robinson and all of his cronies: Dortch, Falwell, 
Bailey Smith, James Watt, former Secretary of the Interior, 
and a number of other members of the Board of PTL 
unanimously agreed that they would all sit back and agree to 
disagree. 

Here is about what they said: "The body of Christ has 
been hurt and damaged. We don't want this to be permanent, 
nor do we want the body of Christ to be further impaired. 
You believe and teach what you want to believe and teach 
and we will do the same. You will npt convert me from my 
Baptist philosophy and I will not convert you from your 
charismatic stance. We will not attempt to change you nor 
you us. Let us all preach and teach as before and heal the 
hurts in the body of Christ". Thus our Savior's prayer for 
unity in John 17:20,21 was totally_ignored. Paul's plea for 
unity in I Corinthians 1:10 was debunked. And Paul's 
platform for unity in Ephesians 4: 1-6 was laughed at. Thus 
division remains rampant and denominationalism is 
strengthened and glorified. 

Robinson succeeded marvelously in his mission of a 
compromising coexistence and merged his Baptist doctrines 
with that of the Pentecostal charismatics. We wonder just 
how long this stance will remain. It is mere whistling in the 
dark, and no one knows .that better than the parties 
involved. 

HUMBARD, ANKERBERG HEARD FROM 
And, yes, Rex Humbard, the self-styled granddaddy of 

the electronic preachers, was there offering his words of 
encouragement and his benign benedictions to all present, 
and he extended his hand to help them to strengthen and 
fortify the forces of error. But we all know about Rex and his 
Cathedral of Tomorrow, located in Akron, Ohio, with its 
50-foot by 100-foot cross studded with thousands of red, 
white and blue lights. We also know about his home and 
condominiums in Florida which are valued at $650,000 
which were bought by Rex and his family with a down 
payment of $177,000 in cash. In 1980 Rex made an 
impassioned plea for immediate cash contributions to stave 
off disaster. This appeal brought in $4 million and wiped out 
the debt. Rex once told reporters: "My people don't give a 
hoot what I spend that money on". But apparently they did 
care. His vast television outreach now appears to be about 
defunct. We hear very little about "Brother" Rex these days. 

John Ankerberg, yet another Baptist preacher from 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, deserves a word. Ankerberg, who 
initially entered into the televised free-for-all, said that he 
had positive proof that Jimmy Swaggart was not guilty of 
any takeover plot of PTL, has dropped out of the 
proceedings. Or it appears that he has been shunted to the 
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sidelines before he could be heard. (NOTE: He was heard 
from later on. IYRJr.) 

FALWELL HEADS PTL 
Falwell remains as titular head of PTL. He will-at least 

temporarily-call the shots, agreeable to the Board. 
How long? 0 how long, will intelligent people allow 

themselves to be hoodwinked, bamboozled and fleeced by 
these charlatans, who live in such opulence and luxury as do 
all of the principal characters in this unholy charade? One 
woman being i n t e~ewed  on a newscast on April 1, perhaps 
expressed as well as anyone could the sentiments of millions. 
When asked what she thought about Oral Roberts and his 
insatiable, ill advised and persistent requests for millions of 
dollars, replied, "I have no trouble with that. If God asked 
him to do it, I will go along". 

And the most pitiful thing in all of this devilish and sinful 
affair is that the unbelieving world does not know to 
differentiate between those who would "make merchandise" 
of the gospel and who falsely wear the label "Christian" and 
those who are the true children of God. And the name of 
Christ is blasphemed because of it. (Romans 2:24). 

ADDENDA 
In the ever-changing scenes of the PTL exposure and the 

Oral Roberts escapade, we have noted the following 
additional facts since writing the foregoing article: 

Oral Roberts has been sued by two Texas businessmen in 
an attempt to  recover much of the funds that Roberts has 
"stolen" from listeners and supporters of his programs. 

Jimmy Swaggart likewise has been sued by John Wesley 
Fletcher in his native Louisiana, for a number of charges. 

Disclosures have been made of the annual salaries of Jim 
Bakker and Richard Dortch, former Chairman and Co- 
Chairman of PTL, respectively. Bakker is said to have 
received as much as $1.4 million in one year, while Dortch 
was paid $350,000. Dortch made it public on television in 
mid-April that he would not accept any further salary from 
PTL. 

Jessica Hahn has made several more very revealing and 
incriminating statements concerning her sexual encounters 
with Jim Bakker. None of these charges have been publically 
denied. 

Bailey Smith (mentioned earlier), a well-known Baptist 

preacher who preached for the second largest Baptist church 
in the world in Del City, Oklahoma, and former Southern 
Baptist Convention president, has joined the Board at PTL 
at the request of Jerry Falwell. In accepting this position, 
Smith stated that he "didn't want to see the'PTL giant' fall 
into the wrong hands". Smith further commented, "I was 
reluctant to accept because I am uncomfortable with most 
charismatic views". (Religious Section, Augusta Herald, 
Augusta, Georgia, April 18,1987). "0 ,  consistency, thou art 
a jewel!" 

It is our sincere prayer (notwithstanding Bailey Smith's 
statement), that all such false and "big-bucked" enterprises, 
such as PTL, Oral Roberts, and Jimmy Swaggart's 
Ministeries, will have a quick demise and that "great will be 
the fall" thereof. They truly are building on the sand. 
(Matthew 7:27). -3951 Willo wood Drive 

Martinez, Georgia 30907 

(EDITORIAL NOTE: I was in a "count-down situation" 
preparatory to leaving for overseas, when brother Curd's 
appreciated article arrived. There simply was no way to 
include it in our May issue, since that issue was already full; 
so I decided to hold it for the June issue. 

Under date of May 25, 1987, from Singapore, I wrote to 
him, saying, in part, "Even though I should be back in the 
U.S. by the middle of June, only the Lord knows how out-of- 
date your article on "SOAP OPERA RELIGIONISTS" may be 
by that time. With each passing day-or so  it seems-new 
revelations keep surfacing about what is going on with some 
of the characters you discussed therein. I reckon we'll have 
to wait until I get back and see If there might be some way to 
up-date it so  that it will not sound like 'ancient history' by 
then ..." 

Well, by the time I got back to my home in Memphis, 
Tennessee, June 15, surely enough, things were "still 
popping." Falwell had reorganized the PTL Board of 
Directors, further payments to the Bakkers had been 
suspended, and Dortch was fired. The Bakkers were being 
interviewed on Ted Koppel's Nightline show; and (as of this 
writing) Melvin Bell1 is being retained to try to restore the PTL 
"ministry" to Jim and Tammy Bakker. 

Just how all this has any significance to Christians and the 
churches of Christ is not immediately apparent. Still and all, 
the way so  many of "us" have a tendency to ape the world 
roundabout us, it should surprise no one if some of our own 
brethren start using such words as  "money scams", "cover 
up" and the like to no purpose. IYRJr.) 

You Do Not Stand Alone 
John H. Renshaw 

It was a very difficult and dangerous time. It seemed that 
all Israel had turned to idols. Ahab the kingUdid evil in the 
sight of the Lord above all that were before him." (I Kings 
16:30). Ahab's wicked wife, Jezebel, killed the prophets of 
the Lord and sent a messenger to Elijah warning that she 
would kill him the next day. Elijah fled, and hid in a cave. 
But God asked,"What doest thou here?"and Elijah replied, 
"I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it 
away." God then informed Elijah, "Yet I have left me seven 
thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto 
Baal." (I Kings 19:l-18). Elijah did not stand alone as he 
thought. 

Perhaps none feel so alone as  the countless good brethren 
who know the Book, know that they must "earnestly 

contend for the faith" (Jude 3), yet feel so all alone in the 
great battle, surrounded by relentless and powerful foes IN 
THE CHURCH. Thousands will stand. They know that 
"Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to 
desolation" (Matthew 12:25), and they refuse to allow the 
precious church to fall. 

I have drawn some conclusions in travels around the 
country in meetings, lectureships, forums, and such like. 
Some of these conclusions follow: 
1. A large number, hopefully the majority, of our brethren 

are still committed to speakinguns the oracles of God."(I 
Peter 4: 1 1). But many need encouragement and help. 

2. One finds "pockets" of faithful brethren around the 
country. Usually, if the "town church" in rural areas 
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holds its ground, at least a number of the rural churches 
will do the same, and vice versa. Larger, influential 
churches should seriously consider their influence, and 
stand their ground (Matthew 5: 16; I Corinthians 8: 13). 
Just one small congregation in an entire county may 
eventually save the precious Cause in that county. 

3. We must realize that in the places where, in times past, the 
battles have waged the fiercest against denominational- 
ism, the churches are the strongest. In the battle against 
Liberalism in the church, the same will prove true. 

4. Much discouragement is evident throughout the land. In 
times of extreme stress like these, we should remember 
GOD'S answer to Elijah, and take heart. God still has 
THOUSANDS of strong brethren out thereb'which have 
not bowed to Baal." He says to you, "YOU DO NOT 
STAND ALONE. You are mistaken. You are wrong. 
Many are still on my side. Even if there were NONE to 
stand with you, you cannot shirk your own responsi- 
bility, or you lose your own precious soul!" 

Faithful brethren, take heart. YOU ARE NOT ALONE 
as you continue to stand where your fathers, and the 
apostles before them, stood. The Rock is still the only secure 
foundation (Isaiah 28: 16; I Corinthians 3: 1 1). But "He that 
heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken 
him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock." 
(Matthew 7:24). One only builds his life, and the life of the 
congregation, on the Rock, when he faithfully obeys His 
word. "Except the LORD build the house, they labor in vain 
that build it." (Psalms 127: 1). 

YOU DO NOT STAND ALONE, therefore, when you 
insist upon a "thus saith the Lord," as did Moses (Deu- 
teronomy4:2; 532). Jesus(Matthew4:4), Peter(John6:68; I 
Peter 4:l l), Paul (Galatians 1:6-12), John (I John 4:1), 
James (James 1:21) and countless others across the 
centuries. 

YOU DO NOT STAND ALONE when you "Try the 
spirits, whether they are of God," as the beloved John 
advised, "because many false prophets are gone out into the 
world."(I John4: 1). All preachers and teachers mustb'speak 
as the oracles of God."(I Peter4: 1 1). If they do  not, they are 
"accursed" (Galatians 1:8) and must be marked (Romans 

t 6:17,18). Some tried those who claimed to be apostles, and 
"found them liars." (Revelation 2:2). Some self-professed 
"scholars" today claim to be the only ones capable of 
interpreting (explaining) the Bible to the rest of us, since 

I theyUknow the original languages." Brother N. B. Hardeman 
used to have a saying, "When a fellow gets too good, you'd 

I better lock your chicken house!" 
i YOU DO NOT STAND ALONE when you mark false 

teachers BY NAME. Our loving Lord, when confronted by 
false teachers, did not hesitate to name them (Matthew 
23:23). The peerless Paul did not consider it "unChristian9' 
or "unloving" to call names (I Timothy 1: 19,20; I1 Timothy 
1:15). Beloved John did not know it was "unloving" or 
unbecoming to a Christian when he called names (I1 John 
9,lO). John wrote entire churches a circular letter, in which 

I 

I he called each church by name, and warned them to repent 
(Revelation 2:5,14-16; 3: 1-19). When brethren "called 
names9'in the PERIODICALS of the brotherhood, "fight- 

I , ing it out" on paper, divisions rarely occurred. When the 
papers became too squeamish to carry such "offensive" 
material, the truth suffered and Liberalism now has a field 
day because few have the means to oppose them. Thanks be 
to God for brother Rice and "Contending for the Faith," 
without which the church may never have beenawakened to 

some problems of such gigantic proportions as Cross- 
roadism and Liberalism. 

YOU DO NOT STAND ALONE in your concern for 
certain schools and colleges which have been so reliable in 
days gone by, as they trained men(and women) of the Book. 
Then, the graduates went back home and STRENGTHENED 
the church in the pulpit and class room. "No uncertain 
sound" was taught in the class rooms of Lipscomb, Boles, 
Hardeman, Brigance, Hall and others whose names were 
synonyms with Truth. 

YOU DO NOT STAND ALONE when you oppose 
certain schools which now retain professors who reject the 
verbal inspiration of the Bible, reject the historicity of 
Genesis 1, teach that a bun is as acceptable as unleavened 
bread on the precious table of the Lord, accept (almost 
without exception among the colleges and Christian 
schools) the erroneous "versions" which teach fatal error, 
worship regularly with Rube1 Shelley and his "family" at 
Ashwood, do not prefer to worship with an instrument, but 
will not "condemn it and walk out of the service" where it is 
used, as did faithful brethren of old, advocate that our 
preacher students attend denominational schools for ad- 
vanced degrees, ad infiniturn. 

YOU DO NOT STAND ALONE if you prefer that your 
children attend state schools and worship at home, rather 
than risk having their faith undermined, and their confidence 
in Christians destroyed, at such schools as described above. 

YOU DO NOT STAND ALONE if you believe that, as 
the digression of the past century was led by the schools, the 
same is happening today to the precious body of Christ. Our 
Bibles still read,"WHOSOEVER transgresseth, and abideth 
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God," and, "He that 
biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds." (I1 
John 9-1 1). You are aware that this applies equally to our 
college professors, hence that you cannot support such. 

YOU DO NOT STAND ALONE in continuing to believe 
and teach just what the older, tried and true, safe and sure 
Bibles teach, regardless of the "seminars" and other efforts 
of our brethren to promote the new and dangerous "Bibles" 
that teach fatal error. 

YOU DO NOT STAND ALONE as you heed the divine 
warning, "Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old 
paths, Where is the good way, and walk therein," for you 
know that there, and there alone,"Ye shall find rest for your 
souls." (Jeremiah 6: 16). 

YOU DO NOT STAND ALONE, as there are "yet seven 
thousand" and more ... all the knees which have not bowed 
to Liberalism. And, thanks be to God, YOU CAN KNOW 
THAT YOU ARE NOT ALONE, if you will do  a number of 
things: 

1. Attend gospel meetings where faithful "men of the Book" 
fearlessly "Preach the word. .." (I1 Timothy 4:2). 

2. Sharpen your sword and strengthen your defense of the 
truth by attending lectureships now conducted by faithful 
congregations all over the country. 

3. Worship regularly only with a faithful congregation 
where the elders, preacher, and congregation love, teach, 
and defend the truth. Do so even if it means changing 
congregations and driving farther to worship. Better this 
than losing our souls (Matthew 16:26). 

4. Let schools, congregations, and papers KNOW WHERE 
YOU STAND. It  is sad, but true, that some brethren, 
congregations, and schools areUweather-vanew Christians 
(Ephesians 4:14; James 1:6); they test to see which way 
the members WANT TO GO, then act. If every Christian 
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heretofore of the "silent minority" would himself be 
heard, one would be surprised at  how quickly the 
problems confronting the church would be solved. A sure 
way to correct the problems in the schools is to withhold 
support, and tell them why. 

5. Do not abandon the God-given right of personal interpre- 
tation of God's word to any "scholarn (by his own 
definition) who boldly proclaims, or implies, that one 
must know Greek and Hebrew, and have a number of 
degrees (usually from sectarian schools) to be able to 
learn and teach the Bible. Remember that" ... Every one 
of us shall give account of HIMSELF to God."(Romans 
14: 12). Each is toU...Search thescriptures daily, whether 
those things are so." (Acts 17: 11). Each is to "Try the 
spirits whether they are of God." (I John 4:l). The 
"scholars" have led the church astray before. They are 
doing it again. 
YOU DO NOT STAND ALONE as you stand where our 

forefathers stood on these matters. 
"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, 
And in the power of his might. 
Put on the whole armor of God, 
That ye may be able to stand against 
The wiles of the devil. 
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
But against principalities, against powers, 
Against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
Against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, 
That ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
And having done all, to stand." (Ephesians 6: 10-13). 
And, remember, YOU DO NOT STAND ALONE! 

(NOTE: It is wonderful to me that Memphis School of 
Preaching, 4400 Knight Arnold Road, Memphis, Tennessee 
38118 continues to have such Bible-dedicated men as John 
H. Renshaw, author of the foregoing article, training the 
next generation ofpreachers for the churches. God bless him 
for thus encouraging this great and glorious brotherhood! 
ZYRJr.) 

Rod Rutherford Joins Memphis 
School Of Preaching F ~ C I J ~ Y  

The Memphis School of Preaching is excited to announce 
the addition of brother Rod Rutherford to the faculty. 
Brother Rutherford will teach Bible, world evangelism, and 
personal evangelism, as well as direct the School's cam- 
paigns. He also will continue his involvement in foreign 
mission work, making regular trips to  Africa, Australia, 
Malaysia, and the like. 

A graduate of David Lipscomb College, brother Ruther- 
ford did his graduate work in Abilene Christian University. 
He is a 1974 honor graduate of the Memphis School of 
Preaching. Having done mission work in Zambia, Africa 
(1966-1972) and in Tasmania, Australia (1974-1982), he 
taught in the Florida School of Preaching (1982-1984) and 
in the East Tennessee School of Preaching and Missions 
(1984-1987). He returned to his alma mater April 20, 1987. 
He and his wife, Brenda, have one daughter, Mrs. Mark 
(Debra) Davis, two sons, Kevin, a sophomore at  David 
Lipscomb, and Brett, a high school senior. 

-Curtis A. Cates, Director 

Southwest School of Bible 
Studies Faculty Updates 

Davld P. Brown, Dlrector 

We are pleased to announce that Mac Deaver has joined 
the faculty of Southwest School of Bible Studies. Brother 
Deaver is a native of Texas, having been born in Abilene. He 
holds the B.A. from Oklahoma Christian College and the 
M.A. from Harding Graduate School of Religion. He has 
done graduate work at  the University of Dallas and 
completed all course work toward the Ph.D. fromTennessee 
Bible College. He taught seven years at  Brown Trail 
Preacher Training School and four-and-a-half years at  
Tennessee Bible College. He has preached for congregations 
in Texas, Tennessee, Alabama, and Oklahoma. He and his 
wife June (McElhanon), have three children. While brother 
Deaver will be teaching various courses, his primary area of 
emphasis will be in Christian Evidences. 

Roy C. Deaver, Mac's father, joined the Southwest 
School of Bible Studies faculty in the Fall of 1986. His basic 
area of instruction is New Testament Greek, Logic, Debate 
and Homiletics. Brother Deaver is a native of Longview, 
Texas. He is a graduate of Freed-Hardeman College and 
Abilene Christian College. He holds several graduate 
degrees. He is the author of numerous books, tracts and 
articles in several gospel papers and is the editor of Biblical 
Notes and associate editor of Firm Foundation. He was the 
founding President of Fort Worth Christian College; long- 
time director and instructor of Brown Trail Preacher 
Training School, and has preached for 46 years. He also 
taught for several years in Tennessee Bible College. He is an 
experienced debater. He is mamed to Wilma (Gibson) and 
they have three sons. 

Southwest School of Bible Studies is in its ninth year of 
service and offers an intensive two-year program of training 
in the Bible and Bible-related subjects. While Southwest 
School of Bible Studies is primarily. a preacher training 
school, it is open to anyone who has the interest and 
capability of doing the prescribed work. 

-8900 Manchaca Road 
Austin, Texas 78748 

(512) 282-2486 
- _  - - 

"IF" 
I F  you really are behind the work of the church; 
I F  you want to cooperate in the elders' program of 

feeding the flock; 
I F  you would be a part of the "backbone" of the church; 
I F  you enjoy studying God's word with others; 
I F  you love the association of your brethren in the Lord; 
I F  you want to grow in grace and knowledge; 
I F  you want to be one of the better informed members of 

the church; 
I F  you need protection against error and temptation; 
I F  you want your friends to know the church is first in 

your life; 
Then make preparation to  be present for Bible study on 

Sunday mornings and on Wednesday nights. 
-Palm Beach Lokes church of Christ Bulletin 

11 11 36th Street 
West Palm Beach, Florida 33407 
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Is Liberalism Capturing The Church? 
Goebel Music 

Fifteen years ago, brother Roy J. Hearn, from materials 
provided by him and such men as Guy N. Woods, Franklin 
Camp, Basil Overton, W. L. Totty and Glann M. Lee, 
prepared a lecture with the above title. This lecture was 
delivered at a meeting of representatives of the schools of 
preaching October 23, 1970, in Dallas, Texas. 

Later, this material was distributed by the Memphis 
School Of Preaching to those who were concerned about 
trends troubling thechurch. I suppose that a copy still can be 
obtained from them. Let me add that it would certainly be 
worth the time and expense involved for a copy to be had by 
each local eldership (PREACHER INCLUDED). Please 
write them at 4400 Knight Arnold Road, Memphis, 
Tennessee 38118. 

PROBLEMS OF THE PAST 
Brother Hearn, who has been a bedrock of faithfulness, 

an unfailing encourager in the faith and an outstanding 
penman for the defense of the faith, began by asking this 
question,"What Is Liberalism Doing?" Let me hasten to say 
there is no way to include in a short article his elucidation 
and exemplification of each of his major topics. That is not 
my purpose or plan, but only to list those and try to make us 
aware, conscious and cognizant, of what has been facing us 
in the past. 

He listed six paramount and predominant "points at 
issue." They were as follows: 

1) Impeaching The Authority Of The Scriptures. 
2) Denominationalizing The Church. 
3) Corrupting The Worship. 
4) The Emphasis On Academic Education. 
5) Placing The Wrong Emphasis Respecting The Work Of The 

Church. 
6) Literature. 

PROBLEMS OF THE PRESENT 
This week, November 10-14, has been the week of the 4th 

Annual Denton Lectures. Brother Curtis A. Cates, director 
of the Memphis School of Preaching, a man who is 
unbending, unyielding and unwavering relative to the faith, 
suggested that the material be distributed at the Denton 
meeting. 

Brother Hearn heeded the suggestion by brother Cates, 
also thinking that "the material and suggestions herein 
given ... may be helpful to those who attend." In his 
"prefatory remarks," we find the following: "The attached 
material was compiled about 15 years ago, but practically 
every point therein given poses a problem to the Lord's 
church today, November 15,1985. The list may be expanded 
to include such as the following, and maybe more: 

1) Crossroads 'Philosophy. 
2) Marriage And Divorce Question. 
3) Values Clarification. 
4) Gospel Versus Doctrine. 
5) New Anti-ism. 
6) Efforts At Unity With The Christian Church (Ketcherside- 

ism, etc.). 
7) Gimmicks And Gadgetry." 

PROBLEMS OF THE FUTURE 
I leave for this section the material from brother Hearn, 

and now list some of these problems of the future that on 
November 15, were made known. These come from a 
compendium formed in answer to the question, "What d o  

you envision our most serious problems to be in the next few 
years?" 

Over thirty different "problem areas" were mentioned; 
therefore, it is not feasible for me to list them all. However, I 
do want to list those represented by the most number of 
participants. These will be listed as per the conspectus. They 
are as follows: 

1) Compromise On The Instrument, Worship, Etc., With The 
Christian Church And Others. 

2) Influence (Bad) Of Christian Colleges And Preacher Schools. 
3) Open Division, With Most Members, Especially The 

Immature, Digressing. 
4) "Social Gospel," Materialism And Worldliness, Disregard 

For Spiritual Things, Youth Programs, Entertainment, Social 
Issues, Humanism. 

5) Adultery In The Church, Bales Doctrine On Marriage And 
Divorce. 

6) Ignorance. 
7) More Of The Same-No Improvement. 
8) Loss Of The Distinctiveness Of The Church. 
9) Lack Of Discipline And Of Respect For Scripture (Including 

Silence Of Scripture). 
10) Drawing The Lines On Fellowship. 
11) Undermining (Or Breakdown) Of Authority Of Elders, 

Preachers Running The Church. 
12) "House Church" Concept. 

SOLUTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
Brother Hearn's section on this was entitled "How Can 

We Counteract Liberalism?" Just here I enumerate his 
major areas as follows: 

1) Re-establish Bible Emphasis 1n Every Area Corresponding 
To The Topics Above. Preach The Full Gospel. Stress The 
Great Truths Of The Bible. 

2) Mark False Teachers (Romans 16:17). 
3) Whom Shall We Support? (How I wish1 had space to give his 

wonderful thoughts on this.) 
4) Keep The Message Distinctive. 
On the previously mentioned .compendium there was a 

section given in answer to the question, "What suggestions 
can you offer to  meet these problems?" Note the following 
(and here I do the same as I did above when I first mentioned 
this compendium) out of over 30 given: 

1) A "Call To Arms," a return to militancy. We must disregard 
the cost, be true to the Book. Must be prepared to  accept a 
great loss. 

2) Strong Lectureships. 
3) Articles, Periodicals, A "Universal" Paper Sent To All 

Members. 
4) A Monthly Publication In Which Issues Can Be Discussed, 

Material Reviewed. Listing Of Sound Papers, Addresses, 
Subscription Information. 

5) "Come Out From Among Them;" Each Member Must See 
Himself A Soldier, And Be Willing To Fight Alone, If 
Necessary. 

6) Discipline (Individuals, Congregations, Schools, Publica- 
tions). 

7) Encourage Schools Of Preaching To Train Men For Battle. 
8) Marking Of Churches, Papers, Preachers And Colleges. 
9) Preach The Truth Boldly (Morals, All Truth). 
10 Refuse To Allow Unqualified Elders; Insist On Doctrinal 

Strength. 
11) Challenge False Teachers To Defend Their Doctrines. 
12) Training For Elders As Well As Preachers, By Local Churches 

Not Schools. 
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MY OWN PERSONAL VIEWPOINT 
Although I am listed in the compilation above, I want to 

close with a few items that I hope will be considered. But let 
me very quickly say that I cry a very hearty AMEN to what 
this article (paper) contained. I now follow the outline above 
by disclosing, in addition to what has already been given, 
these private and personal insights. 

1) I must learn, not only to love what God loves, but to hate what 
God hates (cj., Psalms 119:104,128,136; Proverbs 6:6-8; 8:13 
as well as Amos 515; Psalms 97:lO; and Revelation 2:2-6). 

2) As a soldier, if I do not pay the price, I MUST PAY THE 
PENALTY (cj., I1 Timothy 1:s; 2:3-4; 45-7; I Timothy 6:12). 

3) May each of us, if we fail relative to our charge(note the words 
stir, reprove, rebuke and provoke), feel like a Judas(a traitor) 
to the Master (cj., I1 Timothy 4:lff; 5:20-21; 2:14; 6:13,17; 
1:18; 1:6; I1 Peter 1:13; 3:l; Acts 19:23; Hebrews 10:24). 

4) I must not only understand that God gives the increase (I 
Corinthinns3:6; Isaiah 5510-ll), but it is the human instrumen- 
tality (I1 Corinthians 4:7; 1:18-21), when the need arises, that 
takes an action out of love, for the decrease (cj., I Corinthians 
5:lff; I Timothy 1:18-20; I1 Thessalonians3:6-15; and Romans 
16:17; as well as Titus 3:lO; Ephesians 5:11; I1 John 9-11). 

5) Let us understand in "holding to the truthW(cj., Titus 1:9) in a 
local church, one or two things will happen: 
a) We will either compromise the truth, or 
b) A division will occur (if truth is followed). 

6) May we stop fearing the "large churches" and stop asking, as 
some may be doin&"who willback ubWand get on with God's 
battle for truth. Why? God and one make a majority (cf., 
Romans 8:31; Exodus 23:2; Numbers 32:6). 

7) The Lord's army took the world for Christ in the apostolic 
period(cj., Colossians 1:6,23) without a college, and it can do 
it again! The local church is not dependent on the college! 

8) If-and it has been done-we advertise, unknowingly, a man 
or a program that is liberal, fellowships the disfellowshiped, 
belongs to a liberal church, or becomes such after we use the 
same, that we write a correction and make an apology for 
such. (cj., I Peter 3:15). 

9) If we preach the truth, then by all means, let us be consistent in 
our practice of the same and not hide behind or circumvent the 
real issue with excuses. That is, may our preaching and 
practicing be according to Colossians 3:17. 

10) If we preach the Bible doctrine of repentance, that "it is not 
just being sorry for sins," then may we hold to that and not 
change out of sentiment, emotion, or make iffit in one area 
but not in another (cf., I1 Corinthians 7:9-10; Matthew 27:3; I 
Corinthians 6:9-11; Matthew 21:28-30). 

May God help us to  OPEN OUR EYES AND TO COME 
TO GRIPS with the situation at  hand, knowing that ONLY 
THE TRUTH (John 8:32) is able to  make us free! 

-51 14 Montclair 
Colleyville, Texas 76034 

Put The Brethren In Remembrance Of These Things 
Quentin Dunn 

Paul told Timothy to "put the brethren in remembrance 
of these things" (I Timothy 4:6). "These things" are 
mentioned in I Timothy 4: 1-5. He was to warn the brethren 
against seducing spirits. Setting aside God's order is giving 
heed to seducing spirits. He was to warn against potential 
dangers and guard the church against false teachers. He was 
also to  admonish them to thank God for all blessings and to 
use them according to God's will 

Let us make some present-day applications. There are 
many "isms" today leading brethren away from the faith. 
False teachers deceive uninformed brethren. Some professed 
gospel preachers teach Pentecostalism. Some congregations 
are being split by this. Liberals teach some Bible, they 
emphasize Christ, but they say little about the church and 
the plan of salvation. If they are pressed, they say that 
baptism is not essential to salvation. Since they do not 
publicly repudiate baptism and the one church, some 
brethren won't believe they are liberal. Crossroadism is also 
widespread and is causing a lot of trouble. 

A 'GOOD MINISTER' WARNS 
A good minister puts brethren in remembrance of these 

things. He warns against false teachers. He does not wait 
until there are a good many isms in the church he serves 
before warning against them. Some elders have said, "Let us 
wait until Pentecostalism affects us before warning against 
it." Some congregations have been split by waiting until an 
ism had a strong hold. I know of one congregation where the 
preacher taught Pentecostalism and Baptist doctrine. He 
took over half the congregation with him. This should teach 
us that it is wise to  forewarn of dangers. 

about an ism they tend to think it is dying. This is not always 
true. We hear less about Pentecostalism among brethren in 
some places. We hear more about it in other places. It is a 
real danger. Battles have to be fought and battles have to 
refought. Putting brethren in remembrance has to be done 
continuously. 

POSITIVE NEGATIVE PREACHING 
Teaching and preaching should be positive and negative. 

We should tell of the love of God, the providence of God, the 
beauty of heaven and such like. We should also warn against 
ungodly living, false teaching and the wrath of God. We 
should fight every false way. Fighting every false way 
includes fighting against false teaching. False teaching leads 
to apostasy! 

Liberalism and permissiveness go together. Those liberal 
in doctrine are frequently ,indiscreet in manner of life. 
Preachers known to have drinking problems have spoken on 
some brotherhood lectures. This is certainly no encourage- 
ment to young Christians to live soberly and righteously! 

Putting brethren in remembrance of these things does not 
make one popular. I have never been a popular preacher. I 
do want to  go to heaven. I intend to put brethren in 
remembrance of these things as long as I have the strength. I 
encourage all good ministers to continue doing likewise. 
Putting the brethren in remembrance won't stop all apostasy. 
You can't warn some brethren. You can warn some 
brethren. Therefore, putting the brethren in remembrance 
of these things will diminish apostasy. 

-1215 C Street 
Floresville, Texas 781 14 

Many times it takes about ten for a movement to 
crystalize. Some brethren think that Crossroadism is new. It (NOTE: Like the rest of us, brother Dunn may be growing older 
has been going on at least 15 years. If brethren hear less "OW; his Pen Of Its Power. IYRJr-) 
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In the late 50's and early 60's, B. L. 
White, J. C. Clifford and I were success- 
ful in establishing and maintaining for a 
few years the NORTHWEST SINGING 
NORMAL in Portland, Oregon, in which 
we not only trained song leaders in all 
phases of song-leadership, but also 
trained people in good, worshipful con- 
gregational singing. B. L. contributed 
much time, talent, work and money to 
that important effort, in addition to his 
work as a gospel preacher in the area. 

In 1965, B. L. moved his family to Fort 
Worth, Texas, which was his home the 
rest of his life. Here he barbered for a 
livelihood, but continued his teaching 
and preaching. 

After having served as one of the 
elders in the Castleberry church for a 
few years, he resigned as an elder there 
to give more time as a preacher in needy 
places in and around Fort Worth. One of 
such was the small, struggling church 
on Caddo Street in Cleburne, Texas, 
helping those brethren through some 
trying and difficult times, driving back 
and forth between Fort Worth and 
Cleburne for many months. 

In the most recent years, B. L. and 
Clara settled down in the Northwest 
church in Arlington, Texas, where they 
served as teachers and counselors. 

A Tribute to Bwford Lang White 
By Choice L. Bryant 

(NOTE: Although B. L. "Pete" Whlte 
and hls wife Clara had been friends of 
mine since ail of us were young back in 
the late '30s and early '408, It was not 
until the foilowing tribute by Cholce L. 
Bryant was recelved from slster White 
for pubiicatlon that I ever knew what hls 
initiais "B. L." stood for. Of one thing i 
am certain: for as long as i knew hlm, 
Pete White always stood for what he 
beileved to be the truth. Together with 
Clara, hls loved ones, and hls many 
friends, I, too, mourn hls passlng. The 
tribute wrltten by brother Bryant follows. 
IYRJr.) 

Early in the morning of October 30, 
1986, Buford Lang White slipped peace- 
fully into that "rest from his labors" 
thereupon meeting his final "appoint- 
ment" of his earthly life (Hebrews 4:9; 
9:27), having been a victim of a fast- 
growing cancer the last few months of 
his 77-year lifespan. 

On November 1, 1986, as I stood 
before the audience assembled to pay 
tribute to this good man, I was laboring 
under much difficulty, because I, too, 
wassuffering a great loss in his passing. 
He was not only my good personal 

friend and faithful fellow Christian, but 
also a helpful fellow-worker and a true 
fellow gospel preacher. For those rea- 
sons I considered it an honor to partici- 
pate in the memorial service. 

With some of us, brother White was 
affectionately known as "Pete." Some of 
you reading this may so remember him. 
But herein I shall refer to him as "6. L.", 
as he was most generally known. 

His early years as a gospel preacher 
were spent in south and west Texas, 
except a short time in California, and for 
the most part were devoted to "mission" 
and semi-mission work, helping to build 
up small, struggling churches and estab- 
lishing new ones. 

In 1953, B. L. moved his family to 
Portland, Oregon, at which time his and 
my family began our working together in 
the Lord's work; theirs more in the 
Portland area and ours in the Salem 
area; both striving to build up thechurch 
in the Great Northwest. 

In addition to the common bond 
between us as gospel preachers, we 
both were interested in building up the 
spiritual and worshipful singing within 
the churches wherein we spent much 
time and effort. 

(NOTE: The photo (above) was taken 
on brother White's 70th birthday. 

Some may recall the logo on the title 
page of my first gospel paper, The 
Chrlstlan Soldler, whlch I pubilshed 
from 1939 untll 1948. The art work was 
done by Bud Whltten, Clara's brother 
and Pete's brother-in-law. 

"We do remember going to your fare- 
well breakfast in Seattle and visltlng in 
your home one tlme while we ilved in 
Portland," she writes. "I have ordered 
several sets ot the 'Las Vegas Trail 
Lectures' and brother Tom Gardner 
mentioned to me last week that you also 
had ordered several sets. i ordered one 
set sent to Leon Schrel In Loop, Texas. 
"I do thank you so much for heiplng 

Leon, and I know that your tape from the 
lectures will help him a great deal. He 
has baptized one woman aged 40 from 
the communlty. He dlrected the congre- 
gational slnging for 'Pete's'service. He Is 
very good and has a beautlfui voicel" 

Our hearts go out to Clara In her loss. 
IYRJr.) 
Owing to our living in different parts of the world 
in later years, we could not be together often. 
However, we did keep in touch by mail until 
the end. IYRJr. 
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Something The Devil Wants To Do 
James W. Boyd 

I come as your friend. It is nice to have friends. It is 
discomforting to realize you have enemies. But everybody 
has at least one enemy. Your enemy is the devil. (I Peter 
53) .  We are called to resist this foe. (James 4:7). How some 
resist the idea of resisting! But if we are to escape what 
the devil has in mind for us, resist we must. 

The devil is a tempter, an oppressor, one who seeks to 
ensnare. He is deceitful, even posing as an angel of light. 
But he is the father of lies, called Satan. that dragon, that 
old serpent. 

Now there are some "wise men" in our world, even reli- 
gious scholars, who scoff at the reality of the devil. In their 
smugness and sophistication they feel that they can forget 
about Satan. But they are the same ones who treat anything 
the Bible teaches with the same rebellious contempt. What 
is rather nonsensical is for people to say they approve 
of the Bible but deny the reality of the devil. The fact is, 
they approve only what they want, not what God has said. 
Not all such people are outside the ranks of the church, 
either. 

STAY OUT 
May I suggest three things the devil wants to do. He 

wants to keep all of those who are not now in the church, 
out of the church. He would persuade them that the church 
and the saved are two different things. He would even 
convince everybody, like he has many, and even some 
members of the church, that one can be saved outside the 
church, if it is necessary for him to be saved at all. 

What is as disturbing as anything is how successful he 
has been among brethren in convincing them that salvation 
is as available in one church as in another. Just consider 
those who wish to fellowship denominations; not just wish 
to do so, but actually do so. Big names, too. Big preachers. 
In reality, big politicians and self-seeking false teachers, is 
what they are. By their deeds and words they are leading 
people to stay lost by giving the impression one can be 
saved outside the church. Just so long as one is a member 
of some church (maybe not even that), that suits some who 
call themselves members of the church of Christ. Look how 
they teach "fellowship with anyone who believes" whether 
they obey the gospel or not. Look at their cooperation with 
denominationalists in worship services. Such people are 
undeserving of being called faithful brethren. They are 
serving the devil and helping him deceive people into 
thinking that they can be approved of God outside His only 
church. And still some keep using them. You still see their 
names on lectureships by colleges, churches, and the like. 

FALL OUT 
But if the devil fails to keep somebody out of the church, 

he surely goes out of his way to persuade one to become 
unfaithful. He will create every kind of roadblock that one 
can imagine. He will even use blessings, such as wealth, 
children and other interests that are not evil in themselves 
to lead you into a drift and current that will dampen and 
soon smother your concern for your soul. The devil is fully 
aware of something that many members of the church act 
like they have never heard mentioned. He knows that one 
must not only become a Christian, he must be what he has 
become. There is the necessity of faith, repentance, confes- 
sion and baptism. But there is also a lifetime way of life 
to be lived. 

My beloved friend, that is the reason so much of the New 

'Testament was written to brethren. That is why faithful 
gospel preachers are constantly warning their brethren of 
apostasy. That is why such papers as the one you are read- 
ing exist. We need to remember the necessity of faithful- 
ness. Paul's "crown of righteousness" was not his and will 
not be ours unless we fight the good fight, keep the faith, 
and finish the course. (I1 Timothy 4:6-8). 

Has he led you into such involvements that are taking 
you from the truth? It may be your secular pursuits, family 
activities, or false doctrines concocted by brethren. If one 
hears the words, "Depart from m e . .  . " it will matter very 
little "why". Whatever the reason, it will be disastrous. 

MESS UP 
But if the devil cannot keep one from becoming a Chris- 

tian, and fails to persuade one to renounce Christ and His 
way, he will do everything he can to make the Christian 
as useless to the cause of Christ as possible. 

He will try to turn every member of the church into a 
compromiser. He will seek to get every member to shout, 
"Love, Love," even while turning their hatred against 
everybody who contends for the faith. He will use persua- 
sive means, sometimes a high-powered, rip-snorting, cool- 
talking, personality-plus "preacher" to do his persuading, 
and get people to see nothing wrong with this, nothing 
wrong with that, let's do this, let's do that, without any 
concern for whether it is authorized of God or not. How 
do you think this "playground evangelism, family life 
center, entertain 'em into Christ" movement got started 
among us? Most of those who have fallen for that digression 
did not go into it deliberately to defy God, but to do what 
they called good. What they failed to consider is what God 
has authorized. 

How do you think "Crossroadism" is propagated and 
sold to naive, ill-informed, misinformed, gullible brethren? 
Most do not embark on that apostasy with evil intentions. 
They have been led astray by some "whoopie" approach. 
And when members of the church get into that category, 
they have become just what the~devil hoped they would 
become. They mess up God'i, church about marriage and 
divorce, liberalism, college-in-the-budget, new versions, all 
the rest. 

Very likely, he would just as soon see a member of the 
church turn in those directions as to quit altogether. He 
is smart enough to know that he cam wreck the church from 
within easier than from without. Would it not be wonderful 
if elderships everywhere were as wise? 

TELL HIM, "NO". 
But you and I do not have to comform to the ways of 

Satan. We can obey the gospel and be saved, if we have 
not yet been baptized into Christ. We do not have to fall 
away and denounce everything. We can be faithful. We do 
not have to become the devil's tool to work for the ways 
of death from within even as we deceive ourselves and 
others that we seek good. We can tell the devil to head in, 
just like Christ did, with the use of the Word. Then the 
devil won't accomplish what he wants. And to whatever 
extent he does, at least, we will not have helped him. 

-Route 11, Box 90 
McMinnville, Tennessee 371 10 
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Notes & Quotes ... 
W. C. Hlckman, Orlando, Florida: "...I wish 

to thank you ... for putting the article in 
Contending for the Faith. I hope to hear from 
so,meone somewhere. 

I know what you say about preaching and 
not charging anything. I did that at Essex, 
Maryland for 15 years. And we did good, I 
think. We supported mission work: Howard 
Horton, while he was in Japan, and others; 
orphan homes. I didn't leave a large congre- 
gation when I left. About 60, and sometimes 
fell short of that. 

"The congregation, when I went there, was 
very small-about seven people. The church 
was deep in debt. The preacher, who was 
there before I was asked to come, put them 
head over heels into debt trying to build and 
didn't know what he was doing. 

"I didn't know all of this when I told the 
seven members I would come and preach for 
them. They really didn't know what all was 
going on. All they knew they were about to 
lose the building. It was not long before I 
found out what was wrong. 

"When I found out so I could put every- 
thing together, the people that were responsi- 
ble were gone and 50 or 60 of the members 
were gone, and I could not get them to come 
back and help me pull this thing out. So the 
seven of us stuck together and borrowed 
money to pull the church out of debt. We did 
it, paid off the debt of $120,000 and all the 
money we borrowed. And all is free and clear 
and has been since 1975. 

"The church had a split over the building 
and big debt they had. So you see I didn't 
have it easy. The debt was small compared 
with some. We had a few honest members 
that said we will stay and see it through if 
you will stay with us-speaking of me. I am 
glad I did. The debt was paid off and the 
black mark is erased, and there is a congre- 
gation there. 

"I hope I can find another small church 
somewhere that I can help before I am called 
intoeternity. This is my longing desire, if it is 
possible for me to hold out a few more years. 
Maybe the Lord will spare me a few more 
years to help another small group of people. 

I am only qualified to work with a small 
church. I would not know what to do with a 
large church. I never have preached for more 
than 100 members. I like to start with a few 
and watch them grow in faith, wisdom and 
knowledge, love for each other and for lost 
souls and the Lord-most of all love ..." 

(NOTE: I have an Idea that some small, 
strusnllnn church "out there somewhere" 
wlll Grit-to get In touch wlth brother Hlck- 
man. Please address hlm: W. C. Hlckman, 
2857 Abbey Avenue, Orlando, Florlda 32820. 

In my reply to hlm, of May 29, 1987, 1 sald, 
In part, ". ..I was Impressed that you are a 
klndred splrlt wlth me. Whether I work wlth a 
large congregatlon or a small one never has 
been of any consequence to me. The only 
concern that I have Is: Is It lalthfun If so, 
nothlng else, when you get rlght down to It, 
makes any difference. 

"Before golng overseas as a mlsslonary 
back In 1955,l already had been working as 
a 'local preacher' some 23 years In the U.S. 
Llke you, I llked to go where the church was 
small, pltch In, and help It grow. 

"The flrst 'bulldlng program' I ever got Into 
was at Mercedes. Texas, In 1940. They had 
lost thelr bulldlng due to the Great Depres- 
slon. They had asked me there for a gospel 
meetlng. Durlng the meetlng, they had a 
chance to buy It back for, as I recall, some 
$3,000-an unheard of sum In those days. 
They asked me If I would begln the fund by 

contrlbutlng what they had agreed to pay me 
for my meeting. I dld so. Others sacrlflced, 
too. And we were able to get It back. I never 
regretted It. 

"Other places where slmllar thlngs h a p  
pened, resulting In brethren havlng bulldlngs, 
whlch they would not have had othemlse. 
were Paso Robles and Downtown San Fran- 
clsco, Callfornla; Central/Seattle Washlng- 
ton; Carper, Wyomlng-and, after golng 
overseas, the property at 131 Moulmeln 
Road, Singapore. I am only too happy to 
have had at least a part In helplng brethren 
accomplish what, to some, seemed Impos- 
slble..." IYRJr.) 

Ted J. Thrasher, Piedmont. Oklahoma: "I 
would like to thank you for all of your 
assistance and support of THE 1987 OKC 
LECTURES. We have received encouraging 
comments and indications that this series of 
lectures should continue in this area, and are 
planning now for next year. 

"It was good to hear the gospel preached 
as it should be by such faithful gospel 
preachers ... We know that those who attended 
were strengthened and encouraged in the 
faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. Those who 
will hear and see the tapes will likewise, I'm 
sure, be strengthened for years to come." 

(NOTE: The OKC Lectures provlde a "rally- 
Ing ground" for brethren who stlll stand for 
the truth. IYRJr.) 

Betty Floyd, Cox's Creek, Kentucky: 
"Thanks for the great job you are doing." 

Northslde church of Chrlst, Riverside, 
California: "Discontinue this church-splitting 
magazine." 

Dana P. Schad, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas: 
"I am a member of the Lord's church in 
prison without pay. However, I would very 
much like to receive your publication, Con- 
tending for the Faith, because that is exactly 
what I am doing in here! 

"Would you consider placing me on your 
mailing list until I am able to afford subscrip- 
tion cost? My sincere thanks and appreciation 
to you in advance ... 

(NOTE: It was precisely for such calls as 
thls-and there are many-that we several 
years ago set up what we call our "contend- 
Ing-for-the-faith fund." Contrlbutlons to thls 
fund are made payable to Bellvlew church of 
Chrlst, 4850 Saufley Fleld Road, Pensacola, 
Florlda 32506, and should be earmarked 
"Contendlng-for-the-Falth Fund." Tax-deduc- 
tlble recelpts are sent for all such contrlbu- 
tlons. IYRJr.) 

B. V. Matlock, Longview, Texas: "Let me 
thank you for keeping the church informed 
as to what is happening in the brotherhood. 
Many of us appreciate your efforts ..." 

Jessle F. Hunt, of Aurora, Colorado, en- 
closed $25.00 for our set of 12 tapes on the 
Fort Worth Bible Lectureship on the new 
versions, saying, "The tapes are very good. I 
am encouraging others to hear mine or order 
some sets. So good by brother Hobbs, 
Patterson and you Ira Rice. I've listened and 
have lent to our preacher at Hoffman Heights 
church of Ch!lst in Aurora. Want our elders 
to listen. also. 
-(NOTE: Many scores of these sets already 

have been dlstrlbuted brotherhood-wlde. If 
other of our readers would llke a set, please 
address your order (encloslng $25.00) to: 
CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH, 2956 All- 
shore, Memphls. Tennessee 38118, IYRJr.) 

Don Arbaugh, of Dayton, Ohio, enclosed a 
check for $300.00, saying, in part, "I just 
noticed that it is time to renew my subscrip- 
tion to CFTF. Also, in the January issue, you 

appealed for help in getting this issue world- 
wide coverage. I am sending $300.00. Please 
extend my subscription three years and use 
the balance to warn the brotherhood world- 
wide of the plague of Crossroadism that is 
uppn us. 

We love you and continue to pray that 
God will give you health and more years to 
continue the fight against the many facets of 
false doctrine that Satan continues to hit us 
with. 

"Ira, are you making any preparations to 
have someone carry on this work should the 
Lord see fit to call you hoine? I hope so, 
because we're not as young as we used to 
be! I thi;k about this a lot. Keep up the good 
work! ... 

(NOTE: "You asked If I am maklng any 
preparatlons to have someone carry on the 
work that I do should the Lord see flt to call 
me home," I responded, In part, under date 
May 21, 1987, from Slngapore. "Well, I have 
been dolng qulte a lot of thlnklng and some 
plannlng along that line of late. I t  would be 
my hope that posslbly Pat McGee mlght be 
able and wllllng to take over the edltorshlp of 
Contendlng for the Falth and that perhaps 
someone llke Ray Peter8 mlght help ralse the 
necessary funds to keep the work golng. My 
havlng to do both of these thlngs all at the 
same tlme for all these years has been a 
consldyable draln on me both as to tlme and 
straln ... IYRJr.) 

SIXTH ANNUAL DENTON 
LECTURES PLANNED 

Dub McCllsh 
The Peart Street church of Christin Denton, 

Texas will host itssixth major annual lecture- 
ship November 8-12, 1987. The SIXTH AN- 
NUAL DENTON LECTURES will be devoted 
to a study of the books of I, II and I l l  John. A 
wide varietv of material will be covered bv 35 
speakers from all partsof the nation, deliveiing 
35 lectures. The aim of this lecture series is to 
provide fundamental and sound Biblical 
teaching to edify all who attend and who will 
have access to the lectures through theaudio 
and video tapes and the book of the lectures. 
A major aim of the lectures also is to help 
combat and expose religious error both within 
and without the church. The lectureship book 
(approximately 500 pages) will match those 
of previous years (Studies in  I Corinthians, 
Studles in Hebrews, Studies in  the Revelation, 
Studies in  Acts and Studies in Galatians). 

This lectureship featuresa daily "Discussion 
Forum" (Monday throughThursday) in which 
assigned subjects of controversy will be 
discussed. The subjects this year will be: 
"The Need To Trv The S~irits": "ImDuted 
Righteousness";   he ~ e a c h i n ~ ' o f  ~hr is t ' :  
Fellowship and Unity"; and "Agnosticism." 
After a lecture on each of these subjects on 
their respect4ve days, questions from the 
audience.will be encouraged. 

Exhibit space is available for both com- 
mercial and non-commercial interests, sub- 
ject to invitation and/or approval by the Pearl 
Street elders. Housing in the homes of local 
Christians will be provided as long as it lasts. 
Several major motels are located in Denton. 
Hook-ups (including a dump station) for 
travel trailers and motor homes will be pro- 
vided on the church parking lot. For further 
information you may write to: Dub McCllsh, 
ADL Director, 312 Pearl Street, Denton, Texas 
76201, or phone: 817/387-3531 or 387-1429. 

Walker Crossno, who formerly preached at 
Mountain Terrace, in Memphis. Tennessee, 
now preaches at Clarksburg, Tennessee. 

Leslle J. Valouche, of Converse, Texas, in 
renewing for another three years, added 
$17.00 "extra" to his check to use where it 
would do good. 

Ron Keever asked us to add the Central 
church of Chrlst, 2519 W. Sylvester, Pasco, 
Washlngton 99301 to our mailing list, saying, 
"We are small, new (March 23, 1986) and 
struggling, but we intend to be here. 
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"THE GREATER KANAWHA VALLEY 
LECTURESHIP" 

August 11-14,1987, the Washington Street 
church of Christ in St. Albans, West Virginia 
(near Charleston), will host The Greater 
Kanawha Valley Lectureship, and we hope 
this will be an annual affair. 

"Prove All Thlngs" (I Thessalonians 521) is 
the theme of the lectureship this year. 

Speakers for the Greater Kanawha Valley 
Lectureship will be Jody Apple, Andrew 
Connally, Mac Deaver, Roy Deaver, H. A. 
"Buster" Dobbr , Garland ElkJns, Frank Hlggln- 
botham, Noel Merldeth, RoberI Taylor, Terry 
Varner and Thomas Warren. 

We are sure you are able to see that men of 
such ability as these surely will help in 
providing a truly informative and edifying 
four days of Bible study. Several of these men 
also will participate in adaily forum, Tuesday 
evening through Friday evening, in which 
they will address written questionssubmitted 
on topics discussed. 

We plan to havean "Early Risers" Fellowship 
each morning for fellowship and discussion 
of questions and topics of interest. Each 
evening preceding the lectures, wewill havea 
period of singing. 

A limited number of rooms in Christians' 
homes are available. There are several area 
motelsand restaurants within ashort distance 
of the church building. 

For a brochure or additional information 
you may contact Jamee Brlnkley (304-727- 
5966), or Donald Mash (304-727-0761, 722- 
2333). 

We encourage everyone to begin to make 
plans now that you will be able to attend this 
valuable series of studies. 

Plalnvlew church of Chrlst, of Fulton, 
Mississippi, sent usa rush order for 25 copies 
of our October 1988 issue, saying, "This is 
very important we get this issue. Please send 
bv return mail." 

John P. Weekley, minister, Cherokee, Ala-. 
bama: "Brother Rice, here is $50.00for you to 
use any way that you see fit ... As always the 
paper is doing one of the very best works in 
the Kingdom." 

Buel Broadway, Walnut Ridge, Arkansas: 
"Keep up the good work of informing the 
brotherhood of error that is being taught in 
different parts of the U.S. as well as all over 
the world." 

Judy Wag oner, of Palembang, Sumatra, 
Indonesia: !lease keep us informed on the 
problems as they come up as we are in an 
out-of-the-way part of the world ... Thank you 
again for all you have done and will do in the 
future for Four Seas College. Indonesia has 
enjoyed the fruits of the school ..." 

Thomas R. Boley, Arlington, Texas: "I do 
not know whether you hear from Mlnnle 
Hunter or not. She gives me your paper to 
read. She now lives in the same villa, but is in 
Wing A-138. She isasof today, December 11, 
1986, ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF AGE. The 
individuals of the North Davis church of 
Christ contributed money for a new bus, 
labeled MINNIE BUS. She was the first of the 
members in the villa to get on the van last 
night at the church building. It was a great 
occasion. And she is worthy of any honor, 
even the Crown of Righteousness. The bus 
will be used to come to the villa for the 
members. About 12 can attend Sunday 
mornings. Then we get one lady in the 
Masonic Home as we go to the church 
building on Sunday mornings. She does not 
atfynd other times. 

I have just returned to my room after 
attending a birthday party in the dining room 
for Minnie. The room was filled with people. 
Many pictures were taken. Minnie is a great 
Christian." 

Lawrence Mlller, of Lecanto, Florida, sent 
eight renewals and four new subscriptions, 
ordering also a bundle of 15 "Crossroads" 
issues. 

"GOD DOESN'T MAKE NO JUNK" 
George Reed 

We have all seen the above title in one form 
or another. Whether or not we can figure out 
every purpose of every living thing in this 
world, you can bet your bottom dollar it hasa 
purpose. The all-knowing God who created 
the world and all things therein in six days 
had and has a purpose for every living 
creature. 

I was just thinking the other day, as I was 
reading an article in the Salinas Californian, 
about a man named Ken Wlnanr. Ken builds 
machines that do nothing. By the way these 
machines look, they are really fancy. The 
article states: "Pulleys pull; drive belts drive; 
gears, shafts, and sprockets whirl impres- 
sively. The machine crackles. Look carefully, 
though. Nothing much seemsto be happening. 
If you follow It through to the end, there's 
nothing there." 

I thought how true of some churches and 
brethren. We look at theoutward appearance 
of congregations and brethren and say, "Are 
they everdoing alotforthe Lord."Thechurch 
at Sardis was like that. They had aname that 
they were living, but the angel said they were 
dead. (Revelation 3:2). 

We can do the same with our lives. We can 
get so caught up in the things of the world 
that we seem busy, but not for the Lord's 
work. In the short book of Titus, Paul exhorts 
the Christiansto beactivelyengaged in good 
works some four times. Let's look at the 
passages: 

"Who gave hlmself for ur, that he mlght 
redeem ur from all Inlqulty, and purlfy unto 
hlmself a people for hls own porsesrlon, 
zealour of good works" (2:14). 

"Put them In mlnd to be In rublectlon to 
rulers, to authorltler, to be obedlent, to be 
ready unto every bood work (31). 

"Falthful I8 the raylng, and concerning 
there thlngr I deslre that thou afflrm confl- 
dently, to theend that they who have belleved 
God may be careful to malntaln good works" 
(38). 

"And let our people also learn to malntaln 
good works for necessary uses, that they be 
not unfruitful" (314). 

Mr. Winans has equipped his machine with 
a variable-speed motor so "it can do nothing 
slow, or do nothing fast." All joking aside, we 
can all do nothing. The speed doesn't matter. 

On the other hand, God wants us to grow 
and be fruitful (I1 Peter 3:18; John 158; 1 1  
Peter 15-10). Some will grow faster than 
others. This is shown in the parable of the 
talents (Matthew 25:14-30). In the parable of 
the sower the seed that fell upon the good 
ground brought forth, some a hundredfold. 
some sixty, some thirty. This should show us 
that all Christians are to grow. This ought to 
teach us a vital lesson: not all Christians are 
going to bring forth a hundredfold. But then, 
we all have our own growth rate. 

-Prunedale Church of Christ Bulletin 
Aaron Nlcholar, Stamps, Arkansas: "If the 

good Lord lets me make it eight more days, I 
will reach that four score mark. I have passed 
that three score and ten. He has given me 
extra time for some good reason, I hope ... 
Maybe I have been spared this time so that I 
could help you good brethren (Bellview 
church of Christ), help brother Rice, do the 
great work that he is doing." (NOTE: Brother 
Nlcholas enclored another $20.00. Much 
appreclatlonl IYRJr.) 

Mn. Leona Plppln, of Cookeville, Tennes- 
see, enclosed $1 0.00 "to be used for preaching 
the gospel of Christ." 

Roy A. Townrend, of Livingston, Texas. 
who contributes $150.00 each month to the 
support of our missionary work in and for the 
Far East, ordered 25 copies of our issue for 
January 1986, saying, "It is justthe information 
we need to pass to some who do not know 
anything at all about 'Crossroads' ..." 

Jhn L. Rhoadee, of Yale, Oklahoma, quite 
some time ago enclosed $200.00 to cover his 
own three-year renewal to Contending forthe 
Faith, bound volumes for the years 1981 and 
1982, saying, "The balance, just use it. any 
olacethatvou can best use it ... Brother Rlce. I 
want to taie this opportunity again to express 
to you my supportforyourstand forthetruth. 
I am most awareof thedarts that Satan keeps 
firing at anyone taking a stand for our Lord, 
and you are at the forefront. Please keep up 
the good work you are doing, and may the 
Lord bless you togood health and many long 
years in his service. I am so very happy that 
you have been able to start some of your 
plansfor mainland China (i.e., seeing some of 
them come to fruition)." 

THE HIGH COST OF POSTAGE 
Even at this late date, it seems to come as 

a surprise to some how much the Post Office 
charges us for postage these days. It just 
keeps on going up, up, up. 

For instance, brother Ralph B. Kuykendall 
of Grand Prairie, Texas, wrote, "I received a 
brown package from you with about 546 
postage, and on the Inside of the package was 
only the March issue of Contending for the 
Faith. I do not know what you intended to be 
sent in this package, but it should not have 
needed so much postagefortlls March issue 
of Contending for the Faith ... 

(NOTE: I could not aaree wlth brother 
~uykendall more that It rhiiuldn't, but It doer, 
when copler have to be malled at any other 
tlme than In our regular second-elms mall- 
Ingr. Such rpeclal malllngr no longer are 
accorded the recond-class postal rater, but 
are charged at the thlrd-clars rater Inrtead. 
Thlr rate I8 22 cent8 for the flnt ounce, then 
17 cents for each addlflonal ounce or  part of 
an ounce. If you wlll welgh a copy of the paper 
together wlth a covering envelope, you wlll 
ree why 80 much portage was on the enve- 
lope. When fdkr are orderlng back lrrusr of 
Contendlng for the Falth, Jurt the portage for 
a rlngle Issue cortr more than thelrrue Ihelfl 
Of course, when Iargerquantltler areordered 
at one tlme, It does not coat qulte that much, 
but too much anyway. If It were not for 
contrlbutlonr to our "Contmdlng for the 
Falth Fund", the postage alone would practl- 
cally eat ur up. Incidentally, we could use 
rome more contrlbutlonr to thls fund rlght 
now. IYRJ~:). 

Thomas Waldrum, Branson, Missouri: "We 
enjoy the paper for news and what is happen- 
ing in the church." 

Wllllam L. Halck,. Carthage, Mississippi: 
"We much appreciate your hard work and 
pray God will continue to give you good 
health to teach his word." 

Wllllam E.Troy, of Ashtabula, Ohio, ordered 
12 copies of our0Awgust 1986 issue about the 
Gold Coast, Forum, also 12 copies of our 
September 1986 issue. 

Betty F. Terry, of Florence, Alabama, 
contributed .$30.00 to our contending for the 
faith fund. 

Cralg Colllnr, who formerly preached at St. 
Charles, Missouri, now preaches to the 
Florida Avenue church of Christ, at Tampa, 
Florida. 

Roger S. Barron, Karnes City, Texas: "You 
do a great job with the paper. As far as we are 
concerned your Contending for the Faith is 
pricelessl" 

MarIln L. Decker, former elder at Flushing, 
Michigan, who now resides in Flint, Michigan, 
enclosed $5!.00 "to be used as you need it in 
your work ... 

Davld A. Basr, formerly of Eastman, 
Georgia, now preaches to the church at 
Collierville, Tennessee. 

Geneva Lancarter, Center Hill, Florida: "I'm 
so sorry to hear about theerror in the church 
but it is good to have Contending for the Faith 
to let us,,know what is going on in the 
churches. 
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Eldon W. Rogers, of Neodesha, Kansas, 
after reading brother Roy Demer's article "I 
Left the Meeting Scared", which appeared in 
our November, 1986 issue, wrote the following 
to brother Deaver and sent us a copy: 
"Dear brother Deaver: 
"I saw your artlcle In Contending lor the 

Falth, November luue, and I felt compelled to 
wrlte to you concerning the same. I saw the 
same thlng of whlch you spoke happen when 
I was wlth the 12th and N congregatlon In 
Bedford, Indlana. The course of actlon almost 
sounds Ilke a broken record. The date was In 
the early slxtles. I dld not know, at the tlme, 
that thls movement was as wlde spread as It 
was. The party that was attemptlng to pull the 
wool over the eves of the church there was ~~~~ ~ 

Jlm Strouss. cme lnthe church there were ln 
sympathy wlth hls vlews. The same old age- 
worn argument was, 'You can have Instru- 
mental muslc In the church or you don't have 
to have It. After all the Blble doesn't say not to 
have It.' 
"I called the elders aslde and warned them 

as to what such a coune of actlon would lead 
to. Thank God they took heed. They slmply 
put a atop to the movement wlth one stroke of 
the pen. But enough damage had already 
been done that It caused a great deal of 
dlrcord In the church there. 

"No, the Chrlstlan Church ham not changed 
thelr vlew one blt. They are only asklng that 
we change our vlew toward the authorlty of 
the scripture. 

"Brother Deaver, you can rest amsured that 
there are stlll some preachen that have not 
bowed the knee to thls klnd of Yalu doctrine.' 
If the Chrlmtlan Church Is looklng for a flght, 
let us glve them one that won't soon be 
forgotten. 

"Your trlend and brother In Chrlst, 

(Slgnd) 
Eldon W. Rogers 

"P.S. A copy of thls letter has been sent to Ira 
Rlce." ...--. 

(NOTE: Slnce recelvlng the foregolng from 
brother Rogerm, he Informs me that he needs 
to relocate as aprercher. Interemtedchurches 
may elther wrlte to hlm at Route 2, Box 114, 
Neodesha, Kansas 66757. You may telephone 
hlm (316) 325-3752. Or you may tele hone 
one of the elders, brother Kelth Bafer, at 
(316) 325-3714 or 325-5291. IYRJr.) 

Odessa Rusmell, Baker, Florida: "My heart 
is torn to think of the division in our Lord's 
church. I pray concerning it continually. May 
God bless you in your efforts for good ... l am 
mailing a $25.00 check-five dollars to be 
used for continuation of my subscription to 
Contending for the Faith, the rest to be used 
as faithful brethren see fit." 

C. A. McDonald, Van Horn, Texas: "The 
January 1986 issuecontaining the addressof 
Bronwen McCllsh Glbson has just come to 
my attention ... l would like to have 25 copies 
of this address; and my check ... is enclosed ... 
while I do not know Bronwen Gibson, I do 
know brotherDub McCllsh. He held a meeting 
for us many years ago when he was with the 
church in Carlsbad, New Mexico. Even after 
we moved to Granbury, Texas, he kept me on 
his mailing list for his bulletin for a long 
time ... It is a sad thing to hear of their 
misfortune. The names of Rlchard Rogers 
and Reuel Lemmons are being used as- 
great men-in our congregation and I feel 
that weareon the road to ruin anddivision, as 
they were. God h e l ~  us all!" 

"CROSSROADS PACKETS" AVAILABLE 
Orders for our packets of approximately 20 

separate, different back issues on the Cross- 
roads movement continue to roll in. Among 
those not previously reported are D. H. 
Setllff, of Atoka, Oklahoma, who ordered 
three whole sets; Charles B. Mlddkton, of 
San Diego, California, who ordered two sets; 
Mn. R O M E .  Mmll l ,  of Scarborough, Maine 

(one set); Jerry Sherman, of Indio, California 
(one set); Glen Shearer, of St. Louis, Missouri 
(one set); Lowell Anderson, of Oakridge, 
Oregon (one set); Mr. & Mrs. Neal Penny, of 
Atwood. Tennessee (one set); Blll & Joyce 
Isenbarger, of Meridian, Mississippi, ordered 
one set, saying. "Crossroads doctrine and 
other forms of liberalism have consumed the 
North Central church of Christ, in Blooming- 
ton. Indiana, and we want the truth spread to 
our friends there..."; W. L. Halsllp, of Pulaski, 
Tennessee (one set); Mawln L. Jones, San 
Antonio, Texas (one set); Clay Ross, of 
Hastings, Michigan (one set); Mlnnle Lee 
Medley, of Palmetto, Florida (one set); Jerry 
Rogers, of Duncan, Oklahoma (one set); 
Mack Anderson, of Rogersville, Tennessee 
(one set); Mr. & Mrs. Max A. Reed, of Prairie 
Creek, Indiana (one set); Roy Osband, Galves- 
ton, Texas (one set); K. M. Tokunow, of 
Redondo Beach, California (one set); John 
Mays, of Calvert City, Kentucky, ordered a 
set, saying, "I do not know of any problem in 
this area with this false doctrine, but I think it 
best to keep the brethren informed"; Blll 
Darnell, of Benton, Kentucky (one set); 
Thomas H. Ballard, Jr., of Clarksville, Indiana 
(one set); Harold Smlth, of Mulberry, Tennes- 
see (one set); Dale Nomood. Lewisville, 
Texas (two sets); Michael Elrod, Elk City, 
Oklahoma (one set); the Church of Christ at 
Honolulu, 1732 Keeaumoku Street, Honolulu, 
Hawaii (one set); Alvln Warren, of Baltimore, 
Maryland, ordered one set, saying, "We have 
had three people who are members of this 
cult worship with us and had to disfellowship 
them. Our minister and others tried to reason 
with them but they didn't think they were 
wrong"; Lowell & Emlly Beason, of Tulare, 
California, ordered one set, saying, "We have 
read some borrowed materials and want to 
have copies or our own"; Ralph Aycock, of 
Hermleigh, Texas, ordered two "Crossroads 
Packets", saying, "Your work is appreciated 
much, and so needed"; Sandy Doyel, Arling- 
ton, Texas (two sets); Margie C. Grifflth, 
Peytona, West Virginia (one set); Mrs. Olen 
Rosell, Austin, Texas (one set); Harold E. 
Hargrove, Newport, Oregon (four sets); and 
Anna Forrhee, Rochester, New York (one set). 

(NOTE: Each set of the "Crossroads 
Packet" Is $9.95, whlch Includes postage. 
Please send payment wlth orders to: CON- 
TENDING FOR THE FAITH, Post Offlce Box 
26247, Blrmlngham, Alabama 35226. IYRJr.) 

RICE'S SCHEDULE 
Followlng are a few of the tlmes and places 

that In Y. Rlce, Jr. Is scheduled to preach or 
lecture durlng the rest of the summer: 

Another gospel meetlng Is slated for July 
26-30, 1987, wl th the church at Westmore- 
land, Tennessee. 

He wlll appear on the 4th Annual Flrm 
Foundation Lectureahlp, September 9-13, at 
Seagovllle, Texas. 

Flnlshlng out hls summer schedule, next 
Rlce Is to be wlth the church In Palaclor, 
Texas, Sunday through Wednesday, Septem- 
ber 13-16. 

Darryl W. Prlngle, Fort Worth, Texas: "I 
appreciate your efforts to bring to light the 
unscriptural goin s on in the brotherhood. 
My father is one ofthe elders of the church in 
Whitney, Texas. He is the only conservative- 
minded elder in that church. Whitney is 
sponsoring a discussion with 'liberals' in 
June. I wish you could bethere. Pleasesend 
him Contending for the Faith ... 

"P.S. If you will send him any current 
materials (back issues) on the likes of Reuel 
Lemmons, Jon Jones, etc., I would appreciate 
it. He is 85 years old and doesn't circulate in 
the brotherhood much. I am preaching for 
the Watauga church-about three miles from 
the North Richland Hills building. We get 
more than our share of their liberalism. It 
makes you heartsick. Weare small in number 
but always ready to stand for truth." 

A I M  RUey, of Buena Vista, Tennessee, in 
o r d d n g  Volumes I through IV (and also 
Volumes XV through XVII) of our BOUND 
VOLUMES of Contending for the Faith, 
inclosed $60.00, saying, that if it was too 
much, just to "use the rest as you see fit." 
(NOTE: Much appreclatlonl IYRJr.) 

He also went on to say, "Brother Rice, I am 
still a knucklehead and nothing can change 
my mind ..." 

(NOTE: To whlch I responded, In part, 
saylng, "Llke you, I contlnue to be a 'knuckle- 
head' as I have been for am long as I can 
remember. I have no lntentlon ever of belng 
anythlng else..." IYRJr.) 

Jerome J. Hodorowskl, Rolla. Missouri: "I 
want you to know that I appreciate your 
stand for the truth!" 

Mrs. Kathleen A. Llnes, of Palm Harbor, 
Florida, a long-time supporter of our gospel 
work both in the U.S. and overseas, was 
married to Charles W. Glanzer, of Baltimore, 
Maryland, March 19,1987, at the Lake Tarpon 
church of Christ, in Lake Tarpon, Florida. 
Brother and sister Glanzer are making their 
home at Palm Harbor, Florida. 

Vlrglnla W. Thomson, San Mateo, Cali- 
fornia: "The West Coast Lectureship was 
marvelous. I am so grateful to all of you 
wonderful preachers for coming out on your 
own expense to hold it. We are looking 
forward to next year's lectureship ... l was 
able to attend every day-just missed Wednes- 
day afternoon and Sunday morning ... 

"We appreciate your stand against false 
teaching. Would you please send me one 
dozen tracts by the McClishes' daughter. 
Please bill m:; I don't want error coming into 
Santa Cruz ... 

Davld C. Dugan, gospel preacher, Twelfth 
& West church of Christ, Silver City, New 
Mexico: "Thank you for your letter of June 26, 
regarding the special issue of the Firm 
Foundation. I would like to have a hundred 
dollars togive to brother Cline or more. But, I 
did something else. I had ordered ten copies 
of the special issue and made sure they got 
into the hands of the preachers with which I 
have contact and we discussed the issues. 
The preachers in this area, four of us, stand 
shoulder to shoulder against those who are 
advocating and whoareteaching compromise 
of God's word. Then I took the special issue 
and used it to help develop a class on current 
i syes  in the church. 

Keep up the good work and I will spread 
theword of the need and maybe can get some - 
help." 

(NOTE: "lt Is not what we CAN'T do wlth 
what we DON'T have that gets the Job done." I 
wrote to brather Dugan, In response, "but 
what we DO wlth what we HAVE. Thank you 
for telllng me of the alternative way that you 
were helplng In the flght for truth In your 
area." IYRJr.) 

Mrs. Barbara Absher, of North Wilkesboro, 
North Carolina, when subscribing to Contend- 
ing for the Faith, also ordered the back issues 
that we had published on "Crossroadism." 
When someone affects to say to you that he 
does not know what "Crossroadism" is all 
about, you might suggest hedo likewise. Our 
"Crossroads Packet" sells for $9.95 and may 
be ordered from CONTENDING FOR THE 
FAITH, Post Offlce Box 26247, Blrmlngham, 
Alabama 35226. 

Jack W. Stafford, Gainesboro, Tennessee: 
"I am requesting that you subscribe me to 
your periodical. I am a minister in Jackson 
County, Tennessee. I came in contact with 
your publication at the Gipson Hollow church 
of Christ ... Keep 'Contending for the Faith'." 

Lois X. Steele, Chardon, Ohio: "God bless 
you and give you many years to'contend for 
the faith'." 

Jack Caraker, minister, Hartford, Ken- 
tucky, supports our 'contending for the faith 
fund' at the rate of $15.00 each month. 

C. T. Martln, Dallas, Georgia: "I am appre- 
ciative of the Newsletter ..." 
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NEVER BEFORE IN PRINT! THE LAST 
BOOK THAT FOY E. WALLACE, JR., EVER 
WROTE! COMPLETED JUST PRIOR TO HIS 
DEATH-BUT HELD BY HIS HEIRS UN- 
PUBLISHED UNTIL NOW! 

Analyzed and Outlined 
by FOY E. WALLACE, Jr. 

Well over 300 full outlines in Foy E. Wallace, Jr. 's own inimitable style. 
NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED. Three lectures by his elder brother 
Cled Wallace. Two lectures by M. C. Kurfees. 

Just prior to his untimely death, in 1981, that Prince of Preachers was 
working on what was to be his FINAL BOOK. The 714-page manuscript 
thus was inherited by his son Wilson Wallace. Since all of brother Foy's 
previous books had been published byNoblePatterson, he was given first 
opportunity to publish this one, too. When he felt that hgwas not up to 
putting it into print a t  this time, Wilson turned to George DeHoff, of 
DeHoff Publications, in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, who now, at his own 
expense, is bringing out the book. 

Hard-bound, gold-stamped, and printed in large, clear type- the same 
page-size as the other Wallace books-this book contains 528 pages. 
Please send $1 9 95 (plus $1 -44-or $21 3 9  in all) with your order to: 

CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH 
2956 Allshore, Memphis, Tennessee 38118 

(Delivery Date Back From the Bindery-On or About August 1, 1987 ... Get Your 
Order into Our Hands as Quickly as Possible and We'll Mail It to You Just as Soon as 
Brother DeHoff Puts the Large Stock we Have Ordered into Our Hands!) 
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P8i McGeo, Mansfleld. Texas: "The April 
Issue Is just great. Keep up the good work." 

Thomas L. Went, Stamps, Arkansas: "Would 
you please make your readers aware of two 
upcoming debates of interest to those of our 
area. The first, Thomas L. West, from Stamps, 
Arkansas, will meet Kelth Sharp, of Mena, 
Arkansas, at Saratoga, Arkansas, July 20,21, 
23 and 24. West will affirm the scriptural right 
for the church to eat a social meal on church 
premises and the support of orphans and 
orphan homes from the church treasury. 
Sharp will deny the eating proposition and 
affirm that the church is limited to preaching, 
teaching and benevolence to saints only. 

"In conjunction with and following that 
debate, Noel Merldeth, of Lawrenceburg, 
Tennessee, will meet Kelth Sharp, of Mena, 
Arkansas, at Stamps, Arkansas, the last week 
in September on the benevolence and co- 
operation issues. For further information, 
you may call Tom West of Stamps, Arkansas, 
(501) 533-2491 or write to 1103 Ridge Road, 
Stamps, Arkansas 71860." 

Reg Rogers, of Tulsa, Oklahoma, is an old 
time gospel preacher, who has been preach- 
ing for well over half a century. Under date of 
April 27. 1987, he wrote the following letter: 

"I attended the evening service at Garnett 
Road, Tulsa, yesterday. Marvin (Phlllipr) 
preachea. I recorded the sermon. It was 
good. He is a different man in the pulpit there 
than he is in the Fair Pavilion. They had three 
song leaders, all well qualified. The audience, 
about four hundred, followed the leaders. 
TQ? singing was excellent. 

Except for the inane hand-clapping (they 
gave a man a big hand for being baptized), 
the services were excellent. 

"Marvin didn't touch on mechanical accom- 
paniment. He can't. His hands are tied, for 
the Garnett Road church has received at 
least two men into their membership from 
the lndependent Christian Church. I talked 
with them after the services. Their names are 
Don Steel and Al Eagles. Don was placed in 
charge of something involving the Sunday 
morning Bible classes for children. He said 
he was trying to get Al Eagles to become a 
coordinator. 

"The work of coordinators isn't quite clear, 
but it is obvious that some authority comes 
with the job. 

"Both Don and Al say they will not teach 
the young people that it is right to play 
fiddles to the Lord. We have their word on it. 
Don said that when he is visiting in California 
that he worships (and sings) with the instru- 
ment in the lndependent Christian Church. 
Al said he has no qualms against worshipping 
with the Independents, but that he just likes 
Garnett Road and so placed his membership 
with them. 

"Both Don and Al declared that they did 
not confess wrongs when they were accepted 
at Garnett Road. 

"I was moved by Marvin's sermon, but I 

couldn't rejoice, knowing that he is carrying - 
on a relationship with apostates that is less 
than virginal: I mean James four, four. 

"I asked Eagles if he believes the tithing 
law is binding. He said he doesn't. Then I 
told him of the Independents in Sweet Home, 
Oregon, that they preached tithing. Eagles 
said, 'Some do; some don't.' There has to be 
more than one faith to "coordinate" all these 
factions." 

Johnny Mack Brown, a young preacher in 
Elkhorn City, Kentucky, wrote that he enjoys 
reading Contending for the Faith and finds 
the articles therein both interesting and 
informative, causing him to contemplate 
things that perhaps he, hadn't before. Never- 
theless, he inquired, How do you respond 
when you are criticized as having an unloving 
attitude? I know that some of your answers 
are rather blunt and pointed; and I do also 
know that some brethren have accused you 
of not speaking in love, but having a bitter, 
divisive, critical attitude and disposition. How 
do you deal with this? How do you respond? I 
would be interested to know. For, you see, I 
too believethat we must speak in love, yet we 
must speak as the oracles of God. And I find 
at times weare criticized for sodoing. What is 
your definition of 'harshness?' At Harding 
among some of the students your magazine is 
called 'Contentions for the Faith.' Obviously 
that is not meant as acommending term. But, 
to repeat, I would be interested in your 
response to this ..." 

(NOTE: In my reply to brother Brown, from 
Slngapore, I wrote, In part, "You asked how I 
respond to crltlcs who mlstake my forihrlght- 
nerr for an unlovlng rplrlt. It Ir simply that 
they have mlrtaken, also, maudlln rentlmen- 
tallty for what GodL word teacher on love. It 
war the ram Jettur (our exampleon love and 
everythlng Jre)  who could be so klnd and 
gentle to children, "ye that labor", the woman 
taken In human weakners, and the Ilke, who 
ako could wlthrtand the hypocritical rcrlber 
and pharisees, as he did, in Matthew 23. War 
he unlovlng?Therame Paulwho raid, "follow 
me a8 I follow Christ", taught and practiced 
many thlngs on love-yet he had to wlthrtand 
Peter to his lace when Peter dissimulated. 
(See Galatlanr 2.) War Paul unlovlng? 

"To mlrtake rcrlptural boldness and forth- 
rlghtnerr for an 'unlovlng rplrlt' rlmply 
demonrtrateo Blble Ignorance on the part of 
the crltlcr ... God bless you for carlng." IYRJr.) 

Robert J. Ball, minister, Mocksville, North 
Carolina: "Thank you for the bundle of 
Contending for the Faith. The paper has 
been made available to the congregation. 
The SUBSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN COUPON 
has been placed on the bulletin board. 
Thank you again, and may God bless you 
and your work." 

Dennlr Coberley, Jane, Missouri: "Thank 
you for trying to keep us informed about 
what is happening in the church today. We 
need this information ..." 

Rlcky R Smlth, Tullahoma, Tennessee: "I 
recently ordered all the bound volumes of 
Contending for the Faith. I feel that you are 
doing a great service for the brotherhood 
and appreciate men ... who are willing to 
stand up for the truth no matter how hard it 
becomes. Many have become so lukewarm 
in their stand for the truth that it seems they 
care not that the Lord's church is being 
compromised by erroneous doctrine that 
has become so commonplace rather than 
the exception. 

"Enclosed is my subscription for six years 
and another $25.00 to use in any you see fit. 
Keep up the good work." 

Blll Lockwood, Flagstaff, Arizona: "Well, 
good news! I have 10 to 11 families signed up 
for Contending for the Faith this year! Those 
copies you sent were excellent and the 
interest has been high. One lady has been 
borrowing my back issues on Crossroadism 
since she received the sample issues. I am 
sending the subscriptions with the money 
within a week or so. One has not yet paid and 
there are a few others that may want to 
subscribe. I announce it during services and 
will do so a few more times. I point out how 
invaluable the paper is for informing us and 
arming us against false doctrine. 

"We have also about finalized a seminar 
with Bert Thompson for April '88. This will be 
particularly good since John Clayton has 
been in Northern Arizona in the past and 
many have been sucked into Theistic Evolu- 
tion in Arizona, but also because of the 
University campus here in Flagstaff. 

"We also appreciate so much the Far East 
Newsletter from which I read (about half of 
it) Wednesday night. I want to keep all in 
touch with missionary efforts by faithful 
brethren. (Incidentally, after reading some 
Contendings, one lady said she was with- 
drawing her support from Herald of Truth 
and wanted some leads on some others. I 
was only happy to comply!) ..." 

Jere M. Whltman, Cross Plain. Tennessee: 
"...At a time when it seems that so many in 
the church are willing to compromise God's 
great truth in order to form a so-called 
fellowship with the denominations, we are 
thankful that we have men ... with the courage 
and ability to write and speak out against all 
efforts by some to extend the right hand of 
fellowship to those who teach and practice 
false doctrine ...," 

L1nwood.E. Blrhop, minister, Santa Anna, 
Texas: "We continue to read and enjoy 
Contending for the,Faith and your Far East 
Newsletter. We plan to continue sending our 
support as long as we can. We believe in you 
and in the work you are doing for the cause 
of our Lord." 

(NOTE: Llnwood and Llllle rend $20.00 
each month to thb support of our mlsrlonary 
work-andhave continued to do so for many, 
many yearn. Much appreclatlonl IYRJr.) 
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565 FOR ELDERS. DEACONS. PREACHERS, TEACHERS AND CONCERNED CHRISTIANS 

SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT 
(Re: Finances at Bellview/ Pensacola) 

Ira Y. Rica. Jr. 

Within recent weeks, a,spate of rumors and unsub- 
stantiated false accusations have been circulated against 
the elders of the Bellview church of Christ of Pensacola, 
Florida, and also against me personally relative to the 
accounting of funds having to do  with some of our work in 
the Far East. 

The tragic thing about all this is that while countless 
souls are being lost, we have to devote the time to no real 
purpose trying to set the record straight after conflicting 
parties have twisted the facts almost beyond all recognition. 

IS UNAUTHORIZED ACCESS TO ELDERS' 
FILES HONORABLE? 

Before setting forth the facts of matters involved, 
everyone who has received disinformation regarding church 
finances at Bellview/ Pensacola might well ask himself two 
questions: 

1) Ir it honorable to access the private, confidential files 
of the elders without either their knowledge or consent? 

2) Ir it right for supposed-to-be Christians to misrepre- 
sent information, thus procured, casting doubt wherein 
nothing war wrong? 

As I proceed, point by point, to the afore-mentioned 
misrepresentations of fact, let it be understood, first of all, 
that as Bellview's missionary to Singapore and the Far 
East, my own membership was placed with the Bellview 
church of Christ, in Pensacola, in December, 1978, and 
that I have been under the oversight of the Bellview elders 
sincethat date-and still am. 

Secondly, the particular elder principally responsible for 
the record keeping of the finances both of the Bellview 
church, in general, and of my Far East missionary work, in 
particular, is brother Fred Stancliff, who is a Certified 
Public Accountant. (I have seen some carefully-kept 
financial records in my time, but absolutely none that 
would surpass those of Fred Stancliff and the Bellview 
elders!). 

Now let me proceed to some of the misrepresentations, 
point by point, and see for ourselves what the facts really 
are-also if they are in harmony with the false charges that 
have been made. 
I. IS IT TRUE WHEREAS IRA RICE AND 

THE BELLVIEW ELDERS WERE TELLING 
THE BROTHERHOOD THAT WE HAD A 
"ZERO BALANCE" IN OUR "BIBLES- 
FOR-CHINA" FUNo8 WE ACTUALLY HAD 
A BALANCE IN EXCES'S OF 850,0007 

The Facts: No person, living or dead, truthfully can 
testify toever having received such a report either from the 
Bellview elders or from me personally for the simple fact 
that NO SUCH REPORT EVER HAS BEEN MADE BY 
us. 

What actually happened was this: The person (or 
persons) who initiated this report, whether by himself or in 
collusion with one or more others, mistook two separate 
items wrongfully obtained from the elders'files as referring 
to the same account, when, in fact, they were from two 
different accounts. All that would have been necessary to 
understand it was just to ask either brother Stancliff or me 
about it, and we easily could have explained it to the 
immediate satisfaction of any reasonable person. But those 
spreading this disinformation have not bothered them- 
selves to ask either one of us for clarification until this very 
day! 

The "Bibles-for-China" Fund, of course, did not originate 
either with me or with the Bellview elders. It was initiated 
by brother Archie W. Luper and the Santa Paula, 
California elders. Back in 1979, shortly after brother Luper 
and I returned from our initial visit into mainland China, 
approximately one month after President Jimmy Carter 
had restored diplomatic relations with the Peoples Republic 

(Contlnued on Page 3) 



Why Keep Stumbling Over 
Our Own Shoe Laces? 

Have you ever seen someone who never could win a 
race because he kept stumbling over his own shoe 
laces? It seems to me that the brotherhood of Christ is 
a lot like that nowadays. We seemingly never get 
anywhere building up the cause of Christ simply 
because we keep on knocking each other out-brethren 
who basically stand for the truth the same as we. 

Take, for example, the false accusations that have 
been circulated against the Bellview/ Pensacola, 
Florida elders and me relative to church finances 
(dealt with elsewhere in this issue of Contending for 
the Faith). All that would have been necessary for the 
disaffected ones to secure answers to their questions 
was just ask. Instead of asking from the proper 
sources-i.e., the Bellview elders and/ or me-so they 
could have understood the matters involved, they just 
broadcast wherever they went what they themselves 
clearly did not understand! 

BELLVIEW DIVIDED: BROTHERHOOD OFFENDED 
All of us, of course, are familiar with what the 

apostle Paul had to say about those who cause 
divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine. The 
tragedy about what has happened at  Bellview/ 
Pensacola, however, is that those who have become 
divided and offended, at  least in this case, for the 
most part stand on the same side of almost every 
doctrinal issue. 

At the last account, because of the contrary things 
that were being broadcast without a cause, not only 
had the Bellview congregation lost between 50 and 60 
members, who now are attending elsewhere, but 
brethren and churches who normally close ranks and 
stand together, out over the brotherhood, are holding 
one another at  arm's length. Such things ought not so 
to be. 

ARE THOSE WHO CAUSE DIVISIONS GUILTLESS? 
It used to be a common saying among churches of 

Christ that "I'd rather be the soldier who plunged the 
spear into the side of my Lord on the cross than to be 
the one who causes division within his spiritual body, 
the church." 

No one recognizes more than I that offenses and 
divisions occasionally will come within the body of 
Christ; but our Lord has pronounced a "woe on them 
by whom they come." 

If ever there was a time when those who actually 
stand for the truth ought to be closing ranks and 
pulling together-instead of pulling apart- what with 
all the false doctrines and heresies among us seemingly 
rampant on every hand-that time is now. Surely the 
Lord will not hold them guiltless who are causing 
divisions and offenses, making such unity of the spirit 
and action among soldiers of Christ impossible. 
Brethren, let us think on these things. 

-Ira Y. Rice, Jr., Editor 
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SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT 
(Contlnud from Page 1) 

of China, in December, 1978. Early response to the "Bibles- 
for China" Fund was so great that within a very short time 
more than $70,000, in contributions, had been received by 
Santa Paula (not counting the enormous amount of 
religious books mailed into China by brother Luper 
personally). 

Inasmuch as brother Luper and the Santa Paula elders 
asked me to be in charge of disbursing this fund-even 
though I was serving as Bellview's missionary to the Far 
East-I soon found myself coordinating the purchase of 
Chinese Bibles and the printing of Chinese-English New 
Testaments for distribution, as well as printing gospel 
tracts and my own correspondence Basic Bible Course in 
the Chinese language for use among Chinese-speaking 
people. However, trying to  coordinate between two dif- 
ferent elderships-Bellview and Santa Paula-soon proved 
to be unwieldy. Therefore, an arrangement was effected to 
transfer the "Bibles-for-China" Fund from Santa Paula to 
Bellview, by which time approximately $30,000 of the 
original $70,000 had been spent, leaving just over $40,000 
when the transfer was made. 

Since we had no way of getting Bibles, Testaments or 
any of the other Bible-related materials into China only as 
interested, concerned brethren would volunteer to smuggle 
them in (you might be surprised how few would thus 
volunteer), there was no point in stock-piling more Bibles 
and/ or Testaments until the supply already on hand could 
be used up. We discontinued making any further appeals 
for contributions to the "Bibles-for-China" Fund, per se, 
although we did ask for contributions for "travel expenses 
for workers carrying Bibles into China" and also for 
"Bibles, tracts and teaching materials in Asian languages." 

Rather than letting the balance of the "Bibles-for-China" 
Fund just sit there idle until, from time to time, amounts 
from it would be needed, first, the elders put that balance 
into "CD's," so that interest might accumulate. Later on, 
they found that it could be put into a checking account, 
which would draw close to the same amount of interest and 
be much easier to handle. The growth of the fund, since 
Bellview took it over from Santa Paula, from just over 
$40,000 to presently over $53,000, largely came from 
interest rather than from contributions. However, as a 
means of handling the funds incoming from the two 
appeals that were being made, per the foregoing paragraph, 
these, too, were deposited into the "Bibles-for-China" 
Fund account. 

As for the "Zero Balance", which has caused some 
inquiry, after the faction at Bellview began spreading false 
rumors about it, this, too, can be comprehended quite 
easily. As nearly everyone who knows anything at all about 
Ira Rice's work as a missionary for the Bellview church is 
well aware, I do  not raise funds just to  help one thing, but 
for many different missionary undertakings. The Bellview 
elders and I have to have an account, separate from all 
other accounts, for the initial deposit of incoming funds, 
from which checks later are written disbursing the monies 
to the various purposes for which they were intended. We 
do not (repeat not) confuse this general account with our 
"Bibles-for-China" Fund account, which is a separate 
account. Our general account is called our FAR EAST/ 
WORLD EVANGELISM FUND account. Each month all 
cash receipts and disbursements for that particular month 

are recorded therein. Within that monthly account, any 
contributions made are recorded under the heading ofUFar 
East/World Evangelism-Trust Fund Balances." For 
example, during the year of 1986, trust fund balances (until 
later transferred to their intended destinations) were kept 
temporarily for such things as Bibles for China, Eddy Ee's 
car, the Hualien/Taiwan Building Fund, the Klang/ 
Malaysia Building Fund, the Charlie Ng Fock Lam 
account, Alan Adams' van, Joe Ruiz account, Tommy 
Alford account, the Firm Foundation "Special Issue" fund, 
the William S. Cline travel-to-the-Far-East fund, and the 
Bellview Preacher Training School fund. Each of these 
"Trust Funds" would show a balance from one month to 
the next until checks were written for the purpose intended, 
at which time, they then would show either a "Zero 
Balance" or whatever was left over after said checks were 
drawn. Take, for example, the Klang Building Fund. 
Balances would build up from one month to the next as the 
year wore on; yet, every time a check was written for what 
had come in and forwarded on over to Klang, that 
particular trust fund would show a "Zero Balance" or a 
balance of whatever was left after the check was written. It 
was the same way with the "Bibles-for-China" trust fund 
balances being held within the Far East/ World Evangelism 
Fund account. Each time a check was written clearing the 
money accumulated within the Far East Fund, then that 
fund would show a "Zero Balance;" however, when that 
check subsequently was deposited to  the "Bibles-for-China" 
Fund account, said account would show an increase of that 
exact, same amount. Hence, when, in October, 1986, the 
Far East/World Evangelism Trust Fund had accumulated 
$130.00 for Bibles for China, a check was written for this 
amount (leaving "Zero Balance" in that account, which 
then was deposited into our "Bibles-for-China" Fund ac- 
count, increasing the "Bibles-for-China" Fund account on 
up to an ending cash balance for that month of $53,590.65. 
So the "Zero Balance" was correct .for the account it 
belonged to; and the $53,590.65 was correct for the account 
it belonged to. Anyone who-had taken the time to study the 
financial record should have been able to see this. However, 
whether he (they) could or nbt so see, these are the facts of 
the matter. The fault lay not with Bellview's accounting but 
with the false information that was erroneously conveyed. 
The Bellview elders could hardly be held responsible for 
some preacher's inability to  correctly read and understand 
a carefully-worked-out, accurate' financial report! (It might 
help if, next time, said preacher(s) might just stay out of 
the elders' confidential files, or, if there is something in 
need of explanation, instead*of broadcasting false charges 
all over the brotherhood, simply ask the proper sources so 
that all may be made clear.) 
II. IS IT TRUE THAT IRA RICE'S FINAN- 

CIAL STATEMENT, AS OF OCTOBER, 
1986,  SHOWED HIS EXPENSE AC- 
COUNT FOR THE YEAR UP TO THAT 
DATE AS BEING 562,028,657 

Once again the same preacher(s) who misunderstood 
(hence misrepresented) the material wrongfully obtained 
from the elders' files relative to theprevious matter did the 
same thing in this matter, as well. 

Whereas it is true that the elders' record used the term, 
"Expense Account-Ira Y. Rice, Jr.," they and I both knew 
that, in addition to any special expenses that I had had, 
travelling among the churches on behalf of Far Eastern and 
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World Evangelism, this account also included any and all 
other disbursements made by me, as Bellview's missionary. 
Perhaps a better term might have been "Disbursement 
Account-Ira Y. Rice, Jr.," inasmuch as it included 
enormously more disbursements than just my own travel 
expenses! 

For example, in addition to my travel expenses, it 
included such things as the following: 

Monthly van payments and repair 
A secretary's salary 
Secretarhl offlce supplies 
Long-distance telephone calls (both in the U.S. and also 

overseas) relative to the work 
An electronic typewriter with memory and repairs 
Printing of envelopes and stationery 
Typesetting both for our Far East/ World Evangelism 

Newsktter and also for Contending for the Faith 
Travel expcnses of some of our Asian workers evangel- 

izing in the Far East 
Travel expenses for 3 men's travel from U.S. to Singapore 

(re: Four Seas College) and return 
Miscellaneous other necessary disbursements 
If anyone will take the time to study these above- 

mentioned additional disbursements comprehended in that 
particular item in the elders' record of the account, it 
should be self-evident that such disbursements are not 
normally viewed as expenses of the missionary himself but 
legitimate expenditures of his work. This is true of all other 
missionaries known to us. Why should it be viewed any 
differently in this case? In all fairness, it should not have 
been so viewed. Certainly there was no confusion between 
the Bellview elders and me relative to this account. There 
could not have been between us and the preacheds) 
spreading these erroneous reports either, if only they had 
asked the elders or me, which they still have not done to 
this date. 
Ill. ARE THERE ANY OTHER QUESTIONS? 

Should anyone have further questions regarding the 
previously discussed items, or any other allegations 
regarding the Bellview church of Christ, these specific 
questions should be addressed to the Bellview elders. It 
should be understood, however, that one of the Bellview 
preachers that has been released from his employment has 
obtained legal counsel and has had a letter from the 
attorney sent to the Bellview elders which threatened the 
Bellview church of Christ with a lawsuit. In view of this, 
accordingly, only specific questions will be addressed. 

Such specific questions may be addressed to: The Elders, 
Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Road, Pensacola, 
Florida 32506. 

Massive Effort Planned 
To Counteract Boston1 
Crossroads Movement 

In July, 1985, brother Alvin Jennings mailed his book, 
How Christianity Grows in the City, to over 15,000 
congregational addresses (unsolicited, enclosing a bill for 
the book!). The book is filled with speculations upon which 
a most dangerous system of church government, similar to 
that of Roman Catholicism, is advocated. 

Significantly, the book is dedicated to the "Boston 
Church of Christ," recent heir to the Gainesville, Florida 
Crossroads religious empire. Brother Jennings indicated in 
his dedication that the Boston Church has most fully 
implemented his humanly-devised plan of church organi- 
zation and evangelism, by which it is extending its dreadful 
tentacles into all parts of the world. 

Brother Wayne Coats of Mount Juliet, Tennessee has 
now written an expose' of the Jennings book, entitled, A 
Critique of How Christianity Grows in the City, which 
deserves as wide a circulation as the error-filled Jennings 
book. The 30-page tract by Bronwen McCIish Gibson, 
Crossroads from the Inside, which lays bare the insidious 
nature of the mind/ behavior-control tactics which are used 
by the Boston/ Crossroads leaders, also deserves the widest 
possible circulation among the Lord's people. 

Accordingly the Pearl Street congregation in Denton, 
Texas has undertaken the project of mailing a compli- 
mentary copy of the Coats book and the Gibson tract to 
over 15,000 addresses, involving every congregation of the 
Lord's people in all of the earth! Brother Coats and sister 
Gibson have graciously made their publications available 
at their absolute cost for this worthy work. All of the 
materials (books, tracts, cover letters, envelopes, etc.) are 
on order. Without a penny of profit to anyone, with the 
lowest prices obtainable on all expenses involved and by 
using donated labor (Pearl Street man/ woman power) we 
can accomplish this work for a mere $25,000 (only about 
$1.70 per package). 

The Pearl Street chutch is not large, but her elders, 
Harry Ledbetter and Millard Smith, have shouldered the 
leadership in this vital effort, believing that many individ- 
uals and congregations will want to join hands with them. 
If you are concerned about the trail of tragedies continuing 
to be produced by Crossroads/ Boston advocates and want 
to help stop them, please send any help you can to: Church 
of Christ, 312 Pearl Street, Denton, Texas 76201 and mark 
your check for "book mailing." Your assistance is needed 
urgently and immediately. - Bellview church of Christ 

THE DANGERS OF LIBERALISM THE FUNDAMENTALS 
Five lessons on: Instrumental Music Issue, Unity New book on the basic doctrines of God, Christ, 
in Diversity Movement, Why We Cannot Fellow- the Holy Spirit, the God-breathed scriptures, Law, 
ship Denominations including the Christian Gospel, Obedience, Faith, etc. This is an indepth 
Church, Liberalism in the Church, The Permissive study in outline form. Excellent for classes, sermon 
Society. Every Christian Needs To Read This preparation and private study. Paper. . . . . . $5.00 
Book. Paper. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.00 Add 10% postage - minimum charge 754. 

ORDER FROM: CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH, 2956 Allshore, M 
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FIRST STOP. Wlthln Ierr than tlve hours after Ira Y. Rlce, Jr., smlllng on lett, tront, Ir rlster Ruth Aton, wlte of Judlto Aton 
ardved In Manlla, Phlllpplner, on Lord's Day, May 10,1987, he was (regular mlnlrter of the Central congregation, now In tmlnlng at 
ptwchlng to the Central church of Christ there, having been Invlted Brown Trall School of Preachlng, In Fort Worth, Texar). lhlrd from 
beton Ieavlng the U.S. two days earller. The above photo of some rlght, nlr, Ir Manuel K. fblayo, wlth hlr wlte Just In tront of him. It 
who attended was taken Just betore the r e ~ l c e  began. Shown war rlrter Aton and brother Pelayo who greeted me at the Alrport. 

Editor Returns From Yet Another 40 .Days 
Journey In Missionary Work Overseas 

Ira Y. Rlce, Jr. 

Had there been any way to avoid this particular journey 
to the Far East, I gladly would have done so. Having 
already appeared in gospel meetings and lectureships this 
year from Florida to California-and with more than six 
months of such to be fulfilled this year-if it was more 
travel that was indicated, such was something I very well 
could have done without, thank you! Having crossed the 
Pacific Ocean, either going or coming, close to 50 times, 
certainly that was no attraction. (As one brother put it, 
"When you've seen one ocean, you've seen them all!) Any 
spirit of adventure that I may have had in my youth, now, 
approaching 70, long since has abated. 

However, with reports continuing to  come from 
Sin ypore ,  Malaysia, Thailand-and now Indonesia-of 
the cause of truth being undermined where we had worked 
so long and so hard to plant it, I could not, in good 
conscience, turn a blind eye, a deaf ear and a hard heart to 
the pleas of faithful brethren to come back over and to help 
them do battle against spiritual predators seeking to 
destroy what it has taken decades to build. Besides which 
word had come from the Philippines that liberalism and 
Crossroadism were about to take the place! 

When Archie W. Luper learned that I'd be passing 
through San Francisco en route to the Far East, at first he 
thought that he could meet me there. When he saw that he 
could not, he nevertheless reserved a room for me a t  the 
San Francisco Airport Hilton Hotel instructing them to 
send all charges, including meals, ro him. Ordinarily, I 
would never patronize such a fine hotel, but since I had to 
be at San Francisco overnight, and since he insisted on 
paying for it, I let him do so! 

Having departed my home in Memphis, Tennessee, the 
morning of May 7, and remaining one day a t  San 
Francisco, thus, I boarded my plane for the Far East at 
12:30 midnight the following day. The first leg of my 
journey (five hours and ten minutes) to Honolulu, I had 
three seats to myself. Within ten minutes after take-off I 
thus could stretch out and sleep soundly until they made us 
all sit up and buckle our seat-belts for the Honolulu 
landing. 

From Honolulu to Hong Kong, my seat-mate was a Mr. 
Arthur Wong, president of the Artemis Ivory Factory, of 
Hong Kong. He slept much of the ten-hour-and-50-minute 
flight to Hong Kong. However, when he awoke, he and I 
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had a truly fascinating conversation for the rest of the trip. 
Some of our readers will recall when Chairman Mao Tze 
Tung, then ruler of mainland China, was shown in the 
public press during the '60s taking a swim in the Yangtze 
River. Young Mr. Wong, who was a teenager at that time, 
got an  idea from Mao's example. Being himself born inside 
China, he (Wong) entered the Pearl River somewhere 
south of Canton in 1971, and after swimming some five 
hours finally made his way to Hong Kong. Having arrived 
with absolutely nothing but the clothes on his back, what 
an  accomplishment to have escaped the tyranny of Com- 
munism in such a manner and now to be the president of 
his own company in Hong Kong with a branch office in 
Honolulu! 

PHONE CALLS IN HONG KONG-ON TO MANILA 
After arranging transfer from Singapore Airlines to my 

Cathay Pacific Flight #901 on to Manila, during the hour- 
and-20-minute layover I had at the Kai Tak International 
Airport, in Hong Kong, I telephoned to brethren M. H. 
Tucker. a t  Wanchai. and Don Thornton. at Yuen'Lona. 
just to let them both know that I was in the area and would 
be back in touch with them personally, Lord willing, June 
8, when brother Bill Cline and I should be returning that 
way on our return journey to the U.S. 

Although most of the passengers from San Francisco to 
Hong Kong had been Chinese, from Hong Kong to Manila 
so many of the passengers were Filippinos that it changed 
the whole complexion of that plane-load of people. 

As we were taxiing for take-off, I could not help noticing 
the lady across the aisle from me as she "crossed" herself as 
is the way among Catholics. Departing Hong Kong a t  
10:40 a.m., flight attendants had hardly finished serving 
lunch before we began our descent into Manila, landing 
there right on schedule at 1225 p.m. 

PELAYO & RUTH ATON GREET ME 
It took almost an hour and a half to clear immigration 

and customs a t  Manila. As I emerged into the waiting area, 
I saw a sign with my name on it in big, block letters-I-R-A 
R-I-C-E! It was held by Ruth Aton, wife of Judito Aton, 
now studying at Brown Trail School of Preaching, at 
Hurst, Texas. She was accompanied by brother Manuel K. 
Pelayo, a 59-year-old Christian brother from the Central 
church of Christ, in Manila, where I was to speak that 
evening. 

After directing me to a taxi, the two of them accompanied 
me and my baggage to the Jade Vine Hotel-not far from 
the Hilton, but a world away in price! (I had sent word 
ahead, by brother Judito, that I did not need anything 
fancy, just so it was clean and reasonably comfortable.) It 
was clean, all right: and once the air-conditioner built up, 
reasonably comfortable. No TV! But it cost less than U.S. 
$20.00 per night; so it was just about right. 

After I had had a bath and a short rest, the two of them 
called back for me to speak a t  their 5 p.m. service. I spoke 
on "CROSSROADISM-Evolution of a Movement." 

Among those present at that service was Tilt James, who 
works with Ron Holland there in Manila. They have what 
they call a "Bible Study Center." James hails from Victoria, 
Texas. Also present was a brother David Cummings, who 
works with USAID agriculture some way. He is said to be 
a former elder, having lived both a t  Cookeville, Tennessee 
and also Griffin, Georgia. 

MY LETTER TO ARCHIE LUPER 
Since he had been so thoughtful of my comfort back at 

San Francisco, I decided to favor brother Archie Luper 

BROTHER MANUEL K. PELAYO and I had planned to travel on 
down to Davao Clty, Phlllpplner, to confer wlth brother Antonlo 
(Tony) Pefalta the following day after my arrlval In Manlla; but we 
could not get a fllght. We dld flnally made it later In the week, 
however, and the above photo of Peralta and Pelayo (rhown left 
and rlght, above) war taken In front of tho LIFE MISSION BIBLE 
TRAINING CENTER, conducted by Jama Bellew, In Davao Clty. I 

IN ANOTHER AREA of Davao Clty, near the ma, brother Tony 
Pefalta'r younger brother Tlto Ir the preacher. Tlto and Tony (left 
and rlght, above) are rhown In front of the plaln but wnlceable 
bulldlng there. 

with a detailed letter of what I was learning of the work in 
the Philippines. Hence, on May 15, five days after my 
arrival the previous Lord's Day, I wrote to him, in part, as 
follows: 

Davao City, Philippines 
May IS, 1987 

Dear Archie, 
Having arrived in Manila at 12:25 p.m., Sunday, May 10, I 

have been trying to get a clear picture of what is going on over 
here as far as the church is concerned. Sunday night, I spoke to 
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the Central church of Christ, where brother Judito Aton was 
preaching before coming t o  the States t o  further his Bible 
tnlnlng. (You met Judito a t  the West Coast Lectures, a t  San 
Lorenzo, California. He was the young Filipino preacher-student 
who accompanied Eddie Whitten, if you recall.) I t  was Judito's 
wife Ruth and an older Christian brother, Manuel  K. Pelayo, 
who met me at  the plane coming in and escorted me t o  the service 
at  Central Manila that evening. 

Having been baptized himself more than 25 years ago, brother 
Pelnyo appears to  be quite knowledgeable about many things 
having to do with the church of Christ in the Philippines. He is 59 
yearn of age. Brother Judito Aton told me that he is completely 
reliable. I have found him so  t o  be so far. H e  used t o  make his 
Uving as  a printer. In fact, he still owns his own print shop; 
however, his equipment is what printers call "letter press," which 
prints from moveable type which has t o  be set by hand. This type 
of equipment is almost completely obsolete now, so  that much of 
his former business now has left him t o  patronize printers with 
"offset" equipment. I asked him if he knew how t o  operate such 
equipment, if he had it now. H e  assured me that both he and his 
wife are skilled in "offset" printing, however that a good, used, 
rebuilt "offset" press would cost approximately SS,OOO/U.S., 
which money he does not have and n o  way t o  get it. H e  did say, 
however, that if he could have such a press, it would enable him t o  
go a long way toward getting Central Manila church on a self- 
supporting basis-that he was absolutely sure that many (maybe 
most) of his old customers would come back t o  him for their 
printing. Also he could d o  much printing for the church, such as  
tracts, pamphlets, booklets, advertising, and the like. He has not 
asked for anything a t  all, but I've been studying how we might 
somehow make that press possible. If it were solely for church 
use, no problem. However, he would need t o  support himserf 
through his printing. It  is the commercial use of the press where 
the snag comes. 

Monday, brother Pelayo and I went t o  try t o  visit the 
miwionaries in their offices in Manila. It  was a public holiday, 
because of the natlonal elections, and their offices were closed. I 
did take some photos from the outside, however. 

While visiting the church known as  "Metro Manila," we met 
one of the elders, a brother Armenio C. Tuverna, who seemed 
most happy that we dropped by, asking me t o  come back t o  speak 
the following night. He had read two of my books-"Axe o n  the 
Root- Volume I" and also "We CAN Evangelize the World. ' H e  
is a hlgh government official in the building-inspection depart- 
ment. 

Resulting from my speaking appearance a t  the Metro-Manila 
church, brother Felix Carlitos invited me t o  speak the following 
night (Wednesday) where he himself is one of the paid ministers in 

i the Sampaloc church, where Felipe Carriaga is the principal 
1 preacher, in Manila. They asked if it was all right t o  tape-record 

what I had t o  say. I said it would be okay; so  they did. Also, when 
I had finished speaking (warning against their being "targeted" by 
the "Crossroads" church, from Berkeley, California), they wanted 
to ask questions. S o  I answered those, too. As a result they asked 
for me to send many materials especially about Crossroads, when 
I get back to the U.S. which I promised to do. 

Earlier that same day (Wednesday) brother Pelayo and I 
accompanied sister Ruth Aton t o  the U.S. Embassy t o  see if she 
might secure a visa t o  join her husband a t  Brown TraillFort 
Worth, Texas. After a n  almost three-hour wait in line, she was 
told that she could have a n  interview a t  8 a.m., the following day. 

Brother Pelayo and I went back with her t o  the Embassy on 
Thursday morning. Instead of being ushered right in, she and we 
joined a line of several hundred people, ALL of whom had 8 a.m. 
appointments! We all had t o  take our turn through a security 
check point, after which we stood against a wall for almost a n  
hour. Then we were herded back outside where we lined up, 
waiting our turn. 

It was approximately 10 a.m. before we even got into the hall 
where the interviews were held! Even then, it took another hour, 
of up-down, up-down seating, shifting and waiting along the line 
until, a t  k t ,  it was sister Ruth's turn. 
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LATER THAT SAME DAY, brethren Manuel K. Pelayo and Pony 
Peralta (ieit and rlght, above) took Ira Y. Rlce, Jr., to visit the place 
where brother Peralta, a graduate of Phllipplnes Bible College, of 
Bagulo Clty, now preaches. i 

BEFORE LEAVING MANILA, 00 May 16, for Singapore, the Manuel 
K. Pelayo family, together with sister Ruth Aton, posed for the 
photo above. Slster Ruth Is the one on the lefl. 

They interviewed her a long time, finally sending someone back 
into the Embassy for further information. At last word came that 
they were turning down her request-permanently. They were 
requiring more proof that her family and economic ties were 
strong enough t o  bring her back t o  the Philippines instead of 
staying in the U.S. Also proof that Brown Trail School of 
Preaching was financially strong enough t o  guarantee her support 
and return. Also, they said she must have an 1-20 form from 
Brown Trail, and also an 1-94 form. Finally, in so many words, 
they told her flat out that she had NO CHANCE t o  go t o  the 
U.S.! (It seemed t o  her-and t o  us, too-that there must be 
someone behind the scenes, inside the Embassy, blocking her 
visa ... They were entirely non-committal, a s  t o  that. But the 
bottom line is that she can make NO FURTHER APPLI- 
CATION.) 

At about 3 o'clock that afternoon (Thursday), brother Pelayo 
and I headed for the domestic airport a t  Manila for our 5 p.m. 
flight for Davao City to  meet brother Antonio N. Peralta, a 35- 
year-old preacher who had written for financial assistance. I now 
am in Davao City. I t  was approximately a two-hour flight 
southward and across Mindanao. 

Antonio (Tony) met our plane together with his little flve-year- 
old daughter. After putting us into the Apo View Hotel, he led us  
t o  a restaurant, where we had Philippine cuisine, then took us 
back t o  our hotel, promising t o  come back for breakfast a t  7 
o'clock the following morning. 
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WITHIN JUST A FEW DAYS following my own arrlval In Slngapore, 
the Saturday nlght of May 16, brother Pet McGee also arrlved on hls 
way from the U.S. to Jakarta, Indonesia, where he lnltiated the work 
some 20 year8 ago, In lB67, and where hls heart rtlll remalns. In 
above photo, Pat (lefi) war treatlng Shldey and Erneut Undemood 
(conter and rlght) and me to a tasty lunch at the Irlamlc Restaurant, 
one of our fmorlte eatlng placer In Slngapore. 

Friday morning (this morning) came-and Tony showed up. 
Brother Pelayo still was sleeping, so  we did not disturb him while 
we talked. I inquired of many things, including what he knew of 
Alex B. Canonayon, of Siocon, Zamboanga del Norte. Tony said 
that he (Tony) used t o  live for several years a t  Zamboanga del 
Sur, but that brother Canonayan did not fellowship with the 
faithful brethren there, being associated with the Anti-Cooperation 
churches. (Brother Carriaga, back in Manila, had told me the 
same thing.) This Canonaym is the one who wrote t o  the 
Bellview/Pensacola church saying that the Communist New 
Peoples Army had burned their church building down and had 
taken away their clothes and food, hence he and they were asking 
for help. 

Brother Pelayo presented himself awake, bathed and fully 
dressed a t  8 a.m., so  we three went for breakfast. Tony showed us 
where the church formerly met in the downtown area of Davao 
City, a metropolis of over a million people. Also, he showed us a 
large sign they had had painted across the street advertising their 
services. 

D r o ~ ~ i n r  off some film t o  be develo~ed for mints. we went t o  
the phiip$ne Airlines omce t o  try t o  book a; earlier flight the 
following morning so that I could make the 3:30 p.m. connection 
for my night from Manila on t o  Singapore. They told us we'd 
have t o  go back t o  the airport and put our names on the waiting 
lid! 

Since James BeIiew's office was just four doors away, we took 
occasion t o  visit with him while in that part of Davao City. (You 
and I nrst met brother Beliew at  the Missions Forum, a t  Manila, 
in 1985.) H e  said he welcomed a chance t o  talk, said that he was 
not the one (or ones) responsible for inviting all those Cross- 
roaders from Boston and Berkeley t o  Manila-that he personally 
had not even known that they were Crossroaders. He had heard 
only that Boston was winning souls in great numbers and wanted 
t o  nnd out their secret. H e  said that for the most part he felt the 
Philippines missionaries now were against Crossroads and would 
not be welcoming them into the Philippines-as targeted this 
year. 

Brother Beliew also said that he felt I should have inquired of 
him personall) before publishing Gilbert Cough's letter accusing 
him of several false positions. He said that he believes and teaches 
that 1 )  the New Testament teaches law A N D  grace, not a l l  grace 
and n o  law; 2) that Matthew 19:9 applies t o  the alien sinner as  
well as  t o  the Christian; and 3) that the Crossroads doetrine is 
false. I asked him t o  put all this in a letter t o  me, saying, that I'd 
be glad to publish it. Our visit iaded over an hour. 

Back at  the airport, we finally got in touch with the airport 
superintendent, a Mr. Napoleon Dexter. When he learned our 
problem, he sent word t o  his people t o  confirm us on a 7 a.m. 

THOUGH STILL JET-LAGGING, brother Pet McGee (above, rlght) 
went rlght Into hlr preachlng asrlgnmentr at Llm Ah Pln Road, 
roon after reachlng Slngapore, In the latter part of May. K w n  TaI 
Choom, the local mlnlrter (who 0180 I8 dean of students at Four 
Sear College) I8 reen thlrd from rlght on the front row. 

A STUDY IN CONCENTRATION I8 always evldent, when anyone I8 
preachlng at Llm Ah Pln Road,.ln Slngapore. Although there were 
many more present, not rhown In the photo, the above crowd war 
llrtenlng to brother Pet McGss, who had jurt flown In from the U.S. 
to preach. 

night the foiiowing morning back, t o  Manila. We had been told 
that it was "fully booked." H e  agreed it was, but said that 
statistically it could be proved that 10% of those who reserve 
nights are "no shows." I said it was not what you know, but who 
you know, and thanked him for getting us on that particular night 
so we could make our connection. 

Returning t o  the city, we visited two more places where the 
church now meets in the Davao City area-one where Tony 
preaches, the other where his younger brother Tito preaches. 

The building used by brother Tony was in need of repairs, 
which would cost approximately $390.00. After studying it over, I 
decided t o  write him a check for that amount-and did-for that 
purpose. 

Brother Peralta discussed with me a t  some length his radio 
preaching a t  6 a.m. every day. Radio time for his broadcasts is 
paid by World Radio, out of White's Ferry Road, of Wed 
Monroe, Louisiana, but not his personal support. He also wants 
t o  put in a Christian bookstore at .Davao City t o  serve the 
Philippines churches, saying that n o  such bookstore exists among 
"us" in all the Philippines. 

(Just t o  dramatize the fact that Coleman's book, The Master 
P h n  of Evangelism, upon which Crossroadism/Bostonism and 
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OF PARTICULAR INTEREST to brother Davld Chew, presldent of 
Four Seas College, was the approval that Ernert Underwood had 
Just recelved from the Government of Slngapore, permlttlng hlm to 
begln a new paper to be publlshed by the college of whlch he 
(Underwood) wlll be the edltor. In photo (above), left to rlght, 
Davld, Ernest and Shldey Underwood are shown studylng the 
offlclal document lust received grantlng that permlsslon. 

THREE PREACHERS' WIVES who turned out to hear brother Pat 
McGee, when he spoke at Llm Ah Pln Road, Slngapore, were 
Shlrlay Underwood. Ablgall Chew and Ruth Roach, shown left to 
rlght (above), respectively the wlves of Ernert Underwood, Davld 
Chew, and Sam Roach. 

such Ilke are based, is a strictly denominational book, 1 suggested 
that we go by the Baptist Book Store to see if they had it. We did. 
They said that they ordinarily carried it but were temporarily out 
of stock. Then we went by the inter-denominational book store in 
Davao City. Surely, enough, they had a whole stack of it. So, I 
bought three copies, giving one to Tony, one to brother Pelayo, 
and I kept one. I think they got my point.) ... 

At about 2:40 the following (Saturday) morning, I woke 
up hoping to  finish my above letter to  brother Luper before 
leaving Davao City. I did finish through Page 16 (hand- 
written). However, it was not until 1 had returned to  
Manila and flown on over to  Singapore that I was able to  
resume writing. From the apartment of Ernest and Shirley 
Underwood, in Singapore, I continued the next day, as  
follows: Singapore 

Sunday, May 17,1987 
... Brother Pelayo and I left our hotel at  Davao City at 550  

a.m. for the airport. Our flight was delayed, so we had our 
breakfast while waiting for take-off. At 7:25 we were airborne for 
Manila, arriving just after 9 a.m. 

IT AL WAYS IS A PLEASURE when Irs Y. Rlce, Jr., (left, above) Is 
prlvlleged to vlslt and speak to the Jurong church of Chrlst, In 
Slngapore. Thls congregatlon was begun In 1976 by Eddy Ee 
(rhndlng next to Rlce). The other nlne brethren In the photo are 
the leaders of the Jurong congregatlon. 

After picking up a present for Vada, which Ruth Aton had 
gotten, I went with brother Pelayo back to his home to visit until 
flight-time for Singapore.. . 

My Singapore Airlines Flight SQ8l from Manila to Singapore 
was delayed 15 minutes because some passenger got off and 
demanded his/her luggage. This seemed peculiar, but not 
necessarily alarming. However, when we landed at  Singapore's 
Changi International Airport at 6 5 0  p.m., they would not allow 
us to taxi up to the off-loading area normally used, saying that we 
were subject to a security check by Singapore police. It was not 
until we finally were disembarked from the plane approximately a 
mile away from the airport, and transported by huge buses on 
over to the airport, that they finally informed us that an Anb-  
sounding voice had telephoned to the Singapore Airlines people 
back in Manlla, after we already had become airborne, saying 
that there was a bomb on board Flight SQ8l! 

Instead of alarming the passengers, they said nothing of this 
until all of us were away from the plaoe and actually in the 
Singapore Airport terminal building. When they finally did say 
what had happened, you should have seen and heard the 
excitement among the passengers! They not only checked every 
passenger, including carry-on luggage, but they re-checked 
baggage (by radar) as well. It took approximately three hours, 
until almost 10 p.m., before .they finally sent our luggage on 
through so we could all clear customs and be on our way. 

I had telephoned Ernest and Shirley about 8:20 p.m. what had 
happened. They still were waiting up for me when I arrived at  
their apartment about 10:30 p.m. We talked until after midnight 
before going to bed. 

After telephoning Vada this morning, I accompanied Ernest 
and Shirley to Lim Ah Pin Rdad for worship. All were surprised 
to see me, as 1 had made no public announcement of my coming. 
Asked to speak, I chose as my topic, "Jesus' Mission in Coming 
into the World." It was a "positive" sermon and seemed to be well 
received by all. After the worship service, the men's class asked 
me to discuss "Church Discipline" with them. I spoke on this for 
almost half an hour, then answered questions on it until almost 1 
p.m. 

Kwan Tai Choom, their preacher, had just returned a few days 
earlier from another long missionary journey. He and his family 
invited the Underwoods and me to be their guests for lunch at  a 
local restaurant. His wife Slew Hwa and their son Jeremy took 
the Underwoods in one taxi; Tai Choom and 1 followed in 
another. On our way to the restaurant, Tai Choom informed me 
what had happened i n  his journey this time. Leaving Singapore, 
he had returned to the same dace  where he had taught. preached 
and baptized three last fall: By now the numberlbapiized has 
increased to approximately 30.. . 
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Monday, May 18,1987 

Before I went to bed at the Underwoods last night, Tai Choom 
called saying that Pat  McGee had arrived early and was sacked 
out with his jet-lag. I telephoned him (Pat) at 7:15 a.m., just now. 
He was extremely hoarse. Said he had preached five nights in a 
row in Kansas and Oklahoma and lost his voice. Anyway, 
otherwise, he was feeling okay. So I have made an appointment 
for him, Ernest and me to  have lunch together with David Chew, 
Eddy Ee and Kwan Tai Choom at the Islamic Restaurant at 1 
p.m. today ... Well discuss at lunch how best to proceed, re: the 
Iawyer and Moulmein Road. It may take several days to work it 
all out, but I l l  keep you informed as we go along. 

In the Greatest Cause, 
( S i d ~ d )  

Ira Y. Rice, Jr. 

REPORTING BACK AFTER LONG DISCUSSION 
Another week was to elapse before I had a chance to 

write brother Luper once again. However, under date of 
May 25, 1987, I wrote to him, in part, saying, 

Singapore 
May 25,1987 

Dear Archie, 
Pat  McGeearrived (jet-lagging and almost out of it) on Sunday 

night. He, Ernest Underwood and I had a long discussion with 
David Chew, Eddy Ee  and Kwan Tai Choom, over lunch at the 
Islamic Restaurant, one Monday-after which I had a long 
session with our Iawyer ... at 5 o'clock that same afternoon. 

Over lunch the following day (Tuesday, May 19) at the New 
Otani Hotel, on River Valley Road, I reported back to the above- 
mentioned brethren what I had concluded from talking with our 
lawyer ... 

Pat, meanwhile, spoke to the Lim Ah Pin Road congregation 
on Thursday night, then again twice on Lord's Day morning. For 
my part, I spoke twice on Lord's Day morning (yesterday) to  the 
Jurong congregation, where Eddy Ee preaches. (Kwan Tai 
Choom preaches at Lim Ah Pin Road.) I spoke on "Cross- 
roadism" to combined classes the first hour; then on "The 
Mbsion o j  Christ" the second hour. 

After lunch, brother Eddy asked me to return to  the Jurong 
building to discuss what all was taking place ... We began our 
discussions at 2:30 p.m.; and they lasted until 4:30 p.m. After 
which brother Eddy and one of the leading brethren from Jurong 
(Lim Cher Yam) took me back to Ernest's place by car.. . 

BillCline is to arrive here at 1:35 p.m., Wednesday. We have an 
appointment set up with the lawyer for 4:30 that same afternoon. .. 

Pray for us as our work continues. 
In the Cause of Truth, 

(Signed) 
Ira Y. Rice, Jr. 

Meanwhile, as planned, Bill Cline reached Singapore on 
Wednesday, May 27, at 1:44, just nine minutes off 
schedule-not bad for having traveled the better part of 
two days and having crossed most of the U.S. as well as the 
Pacific Ocean, en route. 

By 430, that same afternoon, he, along with Pat McGee, 
Ernest Underwood, and I,  from the States, and also David 
Chew, Eddy Ee, Kwan Tai Choom, Lim Cher Yam and 
J o h n  Goh, from Singapore, met with our lawyer.. .in her 
offices ... in Singapore. For the next hour and a half we 
discussed how best to nail down the trusteeship of the 131 
Moulmein Road, Singapore property.. . 

It had been arranged for brother Cline to speak to the 
Lim Ah Pin Road congregation that weekend; however, 
owing to the time getting away from us all, re: planning the 
3RD ANNUAL ASIAN BIBLE LECTURESHIP, in 
Klang, Malaysia, it seemed best for me to go there for a 

A HANDSOME FAMILY Indeed Is that of brother and slster Eddy 
Ee, shown wlth thelr daughter Ellnlbeih, above. Brother Ee, who 
was baptlzed at age 17 by Ire Y. Rlce, Jr., In the early 609, graduated 
from Korea Chrlstlan College, and Is the academlc dean of Four 
Seas College, In addltlon to belng the mlnlster of the Jurong church 
of Chrlst, In Slngapore. Slster Ee (Tere8a) works as a nurse In one 
of the hoapltals there. 

AFTER SERVICES, the Lord's Day I spoke at Jurong church of 
Chrlst, May 24, In Slngapore, brother and slster Llm Cher Yam (leff, 
above) lnvlted Eddy and Tere#a Ee, together wlth thelr daughter 
Elizabeth and me, to be thelr guests for lunch at a nearby 
restaurant. The food was excellent. 

weekend of preaching, which brother Charlie Chan had 
scheduled with me as the speaker. 

While at Klang, I spoke not' only to the church, but also 
to the Malaysia School of Preaching there, where brother 
J im Dearman is the director. Also, brethren Dearman, 
Charlie and Stephen Chan, a few others and I had a 
planning session preparatory to the forthcoming lecture- 
ship, regarding which they already had done considerable 
work. 

DELIBERATE EFFORT TO UNDERMINE LECTURESHIP 

Who of the old-timers among us does not recall the 
tactics that the denominationalists (especially the Baptists) 
used to exert to undermine gospel meetings of the churches 
of Christ? No sooner would we announce the dates of our 
gospel meetings than they ALSO would announce some 
event-usually a "revival9'-for EXACTLY THOSE SAME 
DATES! 

It was bad enough for the Baptists, the Methodists, or 
some other denominationalists to practice such undermining 
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TO THE UNINITIATED, even to smell the strange frult called 
"durlan", much leas eat It, Ir beyond all comprehenrlon. Admittedly, 
It Is an "acqulred taste", which some seemingly never acquire. But 
for those who learn to enjoy It, durlan can be an adventure In good 
eatlng. Knowlng how much I personally appreciate durlan, as they 
were taklng me back to the Ernest Undemoods, where I was 

k-  steylng, brethren Eddy Ee and Llm Cher Yam, left and rlght (above), 
are shown golng through the process of selecting a "good one." My 
wlfe Vada rays eatlng durlan, to her, Is like eatlng a bowl of Ice 

z cream rtandlng In a sewer1 To each hlr own, I alwayr say. 

I tactics against us; however, for supposed-to-be BRETHREN 
to resort to the SAME TACTICS is simply inexcusable! 
Yet this same sort of thing has been perpetrated against 
faithful brethren in planning the ANNUAL ASIAN 
BIBLE LECTURESHIP for the past two years. 

As our regular readers will recall, even though we had 
announced the dates of our 2ND ANNUAL ASIAN 

L BIBLE LECTURESHIP many months in advance, for 
October 26-30, 1986, those were the exact, same dates 
announced by those false teachers on Marriage/ Divorce/ 
Remarriage, in Thailand for a so-called "Bible Camp" they 
concocted at Chiangmai, clearly intended to conflict with 
our previously-announced dates. The church at Penang, 
Malaysia, likewise, announced a supposed-to-be "gospel 
meeting" for the same time-slot. Thus it was that Gordon 
Hogan, of Singapore, was up there in Thailand having 

I fellowship with all those church-splitters and false-teachers, 
and Ken Sinclair was away at Penang, when both of them 
clearly should have been back home in Singapore, taking 
part with faithful brethren in the above-mentioned lecture- 
ship. Their absence and non-participation stuck out like 
the proverbial sore thumb. 

In like manner, it was announced at  the close of our 
lectureship in Singapore, last October, that December 6 
through 10,1987, would be the dates for our 3RD ANNUAL 
ASIAN BIBLE LECTURESHIP-this time to be held at 
Klang, Malaysia. The announcement was made too public- 
ly, with approximately 250 present-most of them from 
Singapore-for there to be any confusion as to the dates. 
Yet, by the time I reached Klang, a t  the end of May, I 
learned that those who were in charge of arranging the 
so-called Yankaya Memorial Lectureship, in Malaysia, had 
announced those exact, same dates-December 6 through 
10, 1987-for their lectureship. It  is just too pat, twice in a 
row, for such to be planned and thus announced if the 
object is not to undermine and keep away those who might 
otherwise be able and plan to attend and participate in our 
3rd Annual Lectureship at  Klang. 

Well, when I reached Klang to speak that Thursday 

ONE OF THE SERVICES particularly appreciated by Wllllam S. 
Cllne featured by the Changl lnternatlonal Alrport, at Slngapore, Is 
the strong carts they provlde, free of charge, for handllng one's 
luggage. A8 he war Jolnlng Ira Y. Rlce, Jr., to check Into legal 
matters concernlng Four Seas College and our property In 
Slngapore, he Is shown smlllng hls approval Just after havlng 
unloaded hlr cart at the taxi stand upon hls arrival May 27,1987. 

night of May 28, the brethren informed me that they had 
changed the dates of our lectureship to begin one week 
earlier than previously a,nnounced, so that brethren 
generally would know that it was not we who were 
responsible for this deliberate conflict. I commended them 
for their spirit of generosity; however, I pointed out to 
them that if this particular change in dates was allowed to 
stand, it would make it practically impossible for some 
(maybe most) of our Stateside speakers to finish their 
Thanksgiving Day weekend family obligations and be able 
to arrive in time for the lectureship. At first, the local 
brethren at  Klang seemed not to comprehend the problem. 
However, when I described it as like trying to go contrary 
to family obligations on Chinese New Year, they grasped it 
readily. 

(By the time that Bill Cline and I arrived back in Klang 
for him to preach on Thursday, June 4, brother Dearman 
and the Klang brethren had had time to think it through. 
Before returning to Singapore that night, preparatory to 
leaving for Bangkok, Thailand, on Saturday, all of us had 
agreed that the only possible compromise on lectureship 
dates that we could make, which still would give our 
speakers time to arrive following the Thanksgiving Day 
weekend, would be to shift them to Wednesday through 
Sunday, December 2 through 6, 1987. This still would leave 
our closing day in conflict with the beginning day of the 
other lectureship; but it was the best we could figure out to 
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SHORTLY AFTER THE ARRIVAL of Wllllam S. Cllne at the end of 
May, In Slngapore, he and I vlslted the campus of Four Seas 
College. In above photo, students are shown In the foreground wlth 
K m n  TaI Choom, Davld Chew, Ernest Underwood and Cllne, left to 
rlght, behind the slgn. 

reduce the conflict-so December 2 through 6 finally were 
agreed upon as the fixed dates for the 3RD ANNUAL 
ASIAN BIBLE LECTURESHIP, at Klang. The frustra- 
tions opposing brethren can force upon others when they 
are determined to be contrary!) 

Another matter of frustration and concern, which 
happened the weekend that I had spoken at Klang, the 
previous week, was that on one of the days (Saturday, as I 
recall), it was reported that James Lloyd and Daniel Eng 
had come from the Crossroads church in Central London, 
England, and had stopped by Klang's place of meeting. The 
Klang brethren were trying to decide what that was all 
about. They further disclosed that Crossroaders had been 
dropping in on the church at Penang, approximately 250 
miles up the coast, and that Penang, led by their local 
preacher, almost certainly was heading into Crossroadism. 
In fact, it was their opinion that if something drastic is not 

I done to stop it. Penang apparently would become the first 
"Crossroads" church in Malaysia. 

1 After brother Cline had finished speaking at Klang, the 
night of Thursday, June 4, he and I flkw back to singabore. 
Instead of returning to the Underwoods', knowing that 
they had other house guests who had moved in as soon as 
we had left (a brother Key, who was to preach in a gospel 
meeting in Singapore, and his father), brother Cline and I 
decided to stay the rest of that night and the next at the 
Tai-Pan Ramada Hotel, where our Bible Lectureship was 
conducted last October. They still remembered us-in fact, 
they accorded us the same inexpensive rate that we had 
paid before, which was a considerable saving to us. 

That Friday, June 5, Bill and I spent most of the day 
making preparations to leave for Thailand on the weekend. 
I still needed to confer once again with our lawyer, re: the 
Moulmein Road property: so I spent considerable time 
Saturday morning at the lawyer's office. By the noon hour, 
all that could be done for the time being relative to ongoing 
problems in Singapore had been accomplished; so Bill and 
I headed for Changi International Airport and Thailand. 

FIRM BELIEVERS In the value of Four Seas College, In Slngapore, 
are Don and Ruth Waggoner (center, above), of Palembang, 
Sumatra. They now have started SIX congregations In southern 
Sumatra, Indoneala, over the past seven years. They select the most 
promlslng of thelr young men to come to Four Seas College for 
tralnlng. Davld Chew, presldent of Four Seas College, Is shown on 
left. The Waggonem' most recent tralnee, from Palembang, Is seen 
on ngnt. 

INSPECTING THE LAND at.Klang, Malaysla, that our brethren 
helped the Klang church of Chrlst purchase for a bulldlng, In photo 
above are wen  brethren Charlle Chan and Johnny Ouek, both 
leadera In the Klang church. 'Charlle Is a realtor; Johnnle Is an 
architect. 

Since we were to-be in Thailand ovei Lord's Day, we had NOW MEETING IN A TWO-STORY dwelllng house, at Klang, 
secured a telephone number and an address in Bangkok Malaysla, the brethren there still are fund-ral~lng toward the 

bulldlng of thelr flrst "proper" meetlng place, whlch they plan to 
DOrse~ Traw, that we might observe the Lord's start as soon as "zonlng" regulations can be worked out wlth the 

Supper. Dorsey and OIa had had to return to the U.S. for Klang government. 
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THRILLED WITH THEIR WORK as mlsslonarles at Klang, Malaysia, 
are brother and slster Jlm Dearman and their two daughters, shown 
left to rlght, second row, In above photo, as they llstened to Wllllam 
S. Cllne who spoke there the nlght of June 4, 1987. 

their bi-annual visit, June 1 st, so we could not touch bases 
with them at  that time. Subin Panboon, faithful gospel 
preacher of the Friendship Village church, also was in the 
States; so we could not see him, either! Owing to  the 
apostate doctrinal position of the church a t  Somprasong4, 
in Bangkok, neither brother Cline nor I felt comfortable 
attending there; therefore, we managed to  find the Friend- 
ship Village address, and observed the Lord's Supper there. 
(When we considered how that Loren Hollingsworth, 
trained a t  Sunset School of Preaching, in Lubbock, Texas, 
as well as those who stand with him, have so tragically 
taught false doctrine, thus dividing the previously united 
churches in Thailand over the Bales-Stewart position, re: 
Marriage/ Divorce/ Remarriage, our hearts ached. But the 
time we had in Thailand upon this occasion was just too 
short for anything to  be accomplished in this regard this 
time out.) 

By Monday morning, June 8, we had finished what we 
had time for in Bangkok and headed for Hong Kong. In 
previous days, during the Vietnam War, we always had to  
fly around Vietnam to  or from Hong Kong. Somewhat to  
my astonishment, this time we flew directly across Vietnam. 
It was a strange feeling to  one as acclimated t o  Vietnamese 
hostilities as I. Even though, intellectually, I knew the war 
had been over for the past 12 years; yet, inside my heart, I 
could hardly believe that we really were flying straight 
across that country toward our destination! 

The three days (Monday through Thursday, June 8-1 1) 
that we were in Hong Kong this time were busy days 
indeed. We made no  attempt to  visit with the brethren that 
first day. Brother Cline's visa to  Taiwan had expired; so he 

MUCH IMPRESSED wlth what he found when he spoke to the 
church at Klang, the nlght of June 4, 1987, was Wllllam S. Cllne, 
shown above, waxlng eloquent. From the rapt attentlon accorded 
by brother Charlle Chan, left, you can see that he was really 
"gettlng through" to hls audlence. 

THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTpf the Jlm Deermans'work at Klang, 
Malaysla, Is the start of Malaysla School of Preachlng, whlch was 
begun there thls past January. So far, they have had approximately 
20 students slgn up for these courses. 'In above photo, seven are 
seen slttlng for a test over what they had been studylng In prevlous 
few weeks. 

had to see about a new one. By the time that was done, he 
and I both were travel-weary, and went straight to  bed until 
the following day. 

It was important to  me that brother Cline actually see 
the thousands of Chinese Bibles, New Testaments, corre- 
spondence Bible courses, gospel tracts and such that we 
have in storage for distribution from the Yuen Long part of 
Hong Kong. Therefore, on Tuesday, he and I took the train 
as far as Sheung Shui, where Don Thornton met us in his 
car, taking us to  his home at  25 Lychee Road South, 
Section P. Fairview Park, Yuen Long, N.T., for lunch, and 
also to  where the church meets a t  Yuen Long, where the 
above-mentioned things are kept. (The church a t  Obion, 
Tennessee, pays half the rent on this place, as  fellowship in 
our Bibles-for China work.) 

There was not enough time to  carry more Bibles into 
China proper this trip; however, remembering the need for 
Chinese-English New Testaments, in Taiwan, I did pick up 
another 20 copies of same, from storage, for delivery to  our 
missionaries there. 
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Having always called sister Thornton by her Chinese 
name (Pien), it was a bit of a surprise when Don kept 
referring to her as Rachel. Since our last time in Hong 
Kong, they had decided to give her this Bible name. When 
she was still called Pien back in 1975, Vada and I had been 
her sponsors in the U.S. for a year, as a war-refugee from 
Vietnam; so she is just like our own daughter. I did not 
remember her as being a particularly good cook. However, 
during the years that she has been married to Don, she 
definitely has improved. Bill and I both enjoyed the 
Chinese meal that she had prepared for our lunch. 

What a pleasure it was to listen to Don and Pien 
(Rachel) enthusing about the progress of their missionary 
work at Yuen Long. In addition to approximately 20 now 
meeting at the building on Lord's Days, they also have 
another 20 studying with them at their home early each 
week, and yet another 20 doing the same thing in the latter 
part of each week. So they believe they are beginning to 
make some inroads into the Yuen Long community, even if 
actual conversions are slow in coming. The kind of 
superstitions they have to combat with the gospel of Christ 
you wouldn't believe! But they are beginning to make some 
headway. 

On Wednesday, by prior arrangement, we got together 
with M. H. Tucker, at the New World Hotel, for lunch. We 
appreciated his filling us in on his work a t  Wanchai-and 
also letting us know what was being done to head off the 
intrusion of "Crossroaders" from the States. He said the 
latest word they had was that quite a number of them 
would be arriving in Hong Kong before the end of 1987, 
some 14 or 15 of whom speak the Cantonese dialect. He felt 
that the cause of truth definitely is under dire threat from 
this source. 

Brother Cline picked up his visa for Taiwan that 
afternoon; and he and I both attended midweek services at 
Wanchai that night. One of our graduates from Four Seas 
College, brother Siu Ka Ming, is the local preacher at 
Wanchai. Jack McGhee, whose principal effort is else- 
where, also was present. 

After services that night, brother Johnnie Quek Kong 
Heng, of Klang, Malaysia, took us to a local restaurant for 
one of the finest meals we had had during our entire 
journey. This brother is an architect, by profession, and 
one of the faithful members of the Klang congregation, for 
whom we have been helping to raise the building fund. 

LAST STOP: TAIWAN 
Early in the afternoon, on Thursday, June 11, brother 

Cline and I boarded a Singapore Airlines plane out of 
Hong Kong bound for Taiwan, our last stop before 
returning to the U.S., three days later. 

In Taipei, the following morning, we met with five of the 
six members of our "Taiwan Team", where we were staying 
at the Century Plaza Hotel. Those who could make it were 
Walter Pigg, Alan Adams, Tommy Alford, John Grubb 
and Joe Ruiz. Roger Campbell had hoped to come; 
however, he was scheduled for three weeks of gospel 
meetings in Singapore a t  that time, so couldn't be both 
places a t  the same time. 

After discussing many things pertaining to the kingdom 
both in Taiwan, other parts of Southeast Asia and the 
U.S., we broke up, after a late lunch, with Tommy 
returning to Hualien, Walter and Alan remaining in Taipei, 
and Joe and John escorting Bill and me on down to 
Taichung, where we both were to speak on Lord's Day. 

Directly after our speaking appointments that Lord's 

IT TOOK BUT LITTLE persuaslon to get brother Wllllam S. Cllne to 
accompany me out to vlslt the Don Thorntons and the work In the 
Yuen Long area of Hong Kong. In the photo, above, left and rlght. 
are seen brethren Thornton and Clllie. The church at Yuen Long 
meets upstalm on the second floor (see slgn); our "Blbles-for- 
Chlna" Blbles, Testaments, correspondence courses, and other 
printed materials also are stored there. 

Day, brother Cline and I headed badk to the Chiang Kai 
Shek International Airport for the long flight back to the 
U.S. Changing planes at Honolulu, we reached San 
Francisco the evening of June 14-both of us returning to 
our respective homes in Memphis, Tennessee, and Pensa- 
cola, Florida, on Monday, the 15th: 

(NOTE: One correctlon of fact should be made In thls report. In 
our Issue of Januaryll907, It was stated that when brother Yeow 
Chln Klong learned that Danlel Eng was plannlng to lead approxl- 
mately 30 Crossroadem Into Malaysla from Central London, he 
(Yeow Chln Klong) approached the Government of Malaysla, 
warnlng that these were lust a bunch of rellalous trouble-maken and 
succeeded In havlng them banned from enterlng Malaysia-that Is, 
all, except those who were actually Malayslan cltlzens.- 

Whlle out there thls tlme, the brother who orlglnatedthls report (It 
was relayed to me by another), corrected me, saylng, that Instead of 
brother Yeow approaching the Government, It was a Government 
offlclal who approached hlm-(Yeow)-he (Yeow) but conflrmed to 
that Government offlclal what that offlclal already had found out 
through othersources. In any case, the Malayslan Government dld, 
subsequently ban the Crossroaders as Indicated. We regret the 
factual error In our earller report. IYRJr.) 

Bellview Church of Christ announces ***-*******-*****-*+*** 
; ROBERTSON COUNTY, 4 

t t Tennessee Lectureship A 

4 (Just north of Nashville; in Greenbrier, TN) 8 
4 A 

4 A LABOR DAY WEEKEND, i 
i SEPTEMBER 47,1987 ; 
&******************+++***4 
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We Don't Have 
That Problem Here 

Blll Lockwood 

Having been a full-time preacher only five years, it is 
amazing how often I have heard the refrain above. After a 
series of lessons on Crossroadism or Liberalism or instruc- 
tions regarding other false doctrines currently annoying the 
brotherhood. someone with a distaste for controversial 
topics or sympathy with the teaching exposed will recom- 
mend that I move on to another topic for "we don't have 
that problem here." Let's explore this idea. 

First, I propose that the proclivity to repeat this jingle is 
actually a sign that we DO have this problem. Through 
limited experience it seems this attitude is one of the best 
indicators that the "problem" is with the very ones who 
offer the advice! It  may be true that none advocates it 
openly, but it is no less dangerous to be neutral regarding 
sinful teaching. Further, who is able to know whether some 
false theory is not harbored in another's mind waiting for 
an opportunity to advance itself? 

Second, who is able to know when it might arrive? Is it 
not peculiar that the very ones who use this excuse are 
frequently the same ones who desire to invite for gospel 
meetings certain preachers who espouse such doctrines? 

Third, to be forewarned is to be forearmed. Good sense 
prepares for a disease by innoculation before its arrival 
rather than after its contraction. 

Fourth, Paul forewarned Timothy (I Timothy 4: 1-6) of 
certain false doctrines and their characteristics to enable 
him to recognize them when they came. It is therefore 
absurdio think that Paul subscribed to such an idea as the 
one under investigation. It is right, scriptural, and wise to 
be forearmed and adequately prepared to meet false 
doctrines before they enter (cf., Acts 20: 17ff). 

Fifth, is not the very purpose of the Bible to lead men 
from darkness to light and then to equip us to defeat false 
doctrine or moral sin which we will encounter in the future? 
Verily, the .timeless principles of the Bible adequately will 
prepare us unto every future good work and defense of 
the gospel. 

No fair amount of reasoning and scripture, however, had 
the impact of an experience which the congregation in 
Earle, Arkansas, had one Sunday in 1985. There was a 
visiting couple with us on this Lord's day-unknown by 
face to any of us. As I stood in the doorway greeting the 
exiting members our visitors were distributing literature to 
some of the families who conversed with them in the foyer. 

Notes & 
Paul Curlerr, Duluth church of Christ, 

Duluth, Minnesota: "Hang in there, Ira, and 
keep telling it like it is. Just maybe a few 
more will wake up to the fact that the Lord's 
church is in trouble. There are so many 
liberals and a great number who no longer 
are walking according to Christ's teaching. 

"We, the Duluth church, appreciate your 
stand for the truth and your willingness to 

Had this been denominational material our brethren would 
have been forearmed against it, but, this was not typical 
"denominational" material. Our visitors were Olan Hicks 
and his wife. He was evidentally on a self-appointed 
traveling educational mission to disburse his insidious 
doctrines to the unsuspecting. It was only due to the fact 
that I ALREADY had dealt a t  length with the unity 
meetings and their compromising spirit that the brethren 
were able to grasp later the subtlety and danger of Hicks' 
intrusion. 

At the evening services brother Guy Hydrick forcefully 
urged the congregation to continue to prepare themselves 
against false doctrines and those who promote them, and, 
with the immediate illustration before everyone's mind, 
none was disposed to say "we don't have that problem 
here." As brother G.K. Wallace warned in 1963, the "we 
don't have that problem here" mentality is truly a false 
sense of security. The advanced means of communication is 
such a factor alone that brethren need to keep abreast of all 
that goes on in the brotherhood. 

A final lesson herein is this: the digressive element is 
pressing the battle and they will not quit as long as we are 
slothful to mark and avoid. Let us also with renewed vigor 
engage in the "good warfare" for "God gave us not a spirit 
of fearfulness but of power and love and discipline." (I1 
Timothy 1:7). -1 741 North Fairway Drive 

FlagstafJ Arizona 86004 

School of the Bible to Begin 
The School of the Bible, a new preacher/ teacher training 

effort, will begin its-first .academic quarter on September 1, 
1987. 

Under the oversight of the elders of the Madisonville 
church of Christ, and directed by Joseph Meador, the two 
year collegiate program seeks to prepare preachers, evangel- 
ists, and teachers for work in the' Tri-State and West 
Kentucky areas. The school is located in the modern 
facilities of the Madisonville church of Christ. 

Faculty and classes for the 'first quarter include: Larry 
Albritton (Evansville, ~ndiana)  teaching General Bible 
Introducfion, and Joseph Meador teaching The Book of 
Acts. 

Upon completion of the program, the student will be 
awarded the Diploma. Those who have taken the Biblical 
language courses will be awarded the Classical Diploma. 

Classes will meet every Tuesday and Thursday evening 
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Further information, including a 
catalogue, is available from The School of the Bible, 1035 
North Main Street, Madisonville, Kentucky 42431, (502) 
821-3544. - Bellview church of Christ 

Quotes 
state tnat good stand in Contending for the 
Faith." 

Ernert Underwood, whose mailing address 
is 66 Bayshore Road #12-05. Diamond Tower, 
Bayshore Parkway. Singapore 1646, Republic 
of Singapore, has been granted permission 
by the Ministry of Communications and 
Information, of Singapore, to publish a bi- 
monthly publication to be called the Asian 
Oracle of Truth. Please address your requests 

to be put on the mailing list directly to him at 
the above address. With so many of our own 
brethren in Asia seemingly devoted to error- 
doctrinal and otherwise-these days, now 
refreshing it is to know that at least ONE 
publication will be devoted to TRUTH! 

K. C. Nelren, Lake Placid, Florida: "I have 
a problem with no answer-that is, nological 
answer. Perhaps you could tell me. Is it 
possible to ride two horses going in opposite 
directions at the same time? 

"I have seen so much of it, I am sick at 
heart. When (if ever) will our preachers, 
elders, and teachers wake up? 

"Some have said they are not really 'for' 
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the 'recent versions'; yet they see nothing 
wrong in quoting from them. Also having 
class books containing quotes from them. I 
cannot believe that this is 'preaching/teach- 
ing' the pure gospel of Christ. 

"Jesus said (Matthew 12:30), 'He that is not 
WITH ME is AGAINST ME.' And 'He that 
gathereth not WITH ME scattereth abroad.' 
Can anyone 'gather' with Christ by quoting 
from any of these 'recent versions'? Or can 
one use these in a 'limited' sense without 
giving an endorsement of them? 

"Certainly, when a teacher, preacher, elder 
uses these false teaching versions, there will 
be some that will take it as an endorsement; 
and I know one who did just that. 

"Then I have known some who (from the 
way they talk) believe they should all be 
thrown in the trash can. But, when it comes 
to stand up and be counted, they look for a 
hole to crawl into ..." 

Roger Hlllls, Olney, Illinois: "Please send 
me the 'Crossroads Issues' that are now 
available ... l have the early issues, up to 
February 1983. 1 would like the issues that 
have been published since that time." 

Joe & Zllpha Costllow, of Fair Play, South 
Carolma, whosupport our Far East evangelism 
faithfully, wrote: "It is difficult for us to unde!- 
stand how people who can think, believe, ~f 
they do, there is no God. Our prayers will 
continue for the truth to spread throughout 
China. We are so thankful for you ... that are 
physically able and certainly capable of 
taking the truth to Chlna. We prayed for your 
safe and successful journey. One of our 
regrets is that we don't have a greater sum of 
money to help spread the word. 

"Our efforts to establish a congregation in 
Westminster, South Carolina, are moving 
along slowly-nevertheless moving. The 
church has never been in this town of some 
14,000 population. Eight of us met ... for the 
first worship in an old store building. It takes 
twice the time to tear out, then put back class 
rooms, plus other necessary facilities are in 
order. There will be no padded pews, no 
expensive draperies, carpeting or light fix- 
tures. Not even any grass to mow! Just the 
bare necessities. Contributions above these 
will go to mission work. 

"One of the plans is to get the members to 
subscribe to Contending for the Faith. We 
think they will. Please remember the effort in 
Westminster in your prayers ..." 

Charles E. Fletcher, Burkburnett, Texas: 
"Sometimes it seems there are so few who 
do stand firmly on the truth. I Sat down afew 
weeks ago and started a list of false teachers 
that I knew. In 15 minutes my list had 35 
names from memory. One of the men on the 
list was coming to a congregation nearby to 
speak to area young people. We asked our 
young people not to go. If I had not had prior 
knowledge of this man, then our young 
people would have been sitting before a false 
teacher. 

I really think every eldership should have 
a list of all known false teachers for protecting 
the flock. I just received a copy of Pacific 
Church News advertising the Pepperdine 
Lectureship. Among the 14 listed speakers 

whose pictures were on the tront page were 
Landon Saunders. Joe Barnett, Lynn Ander- 
son, Rubel Shelley plus eight others that I 
did not know. If they were not false teachers, 
why agree to be on the agenda with those 
who are false teachers? 

"I wonder, brother Rice, if you think the 
idea of publishing such a list has merit? As 
you know, I regularly read Contending for 
the Faith. Especially since our 'Crossroads' 
problem. I do the very best I can to keep 
aware of the dangers of today which seem to 
come from every angle. I don't think with 
God's help that we will be caught unawares a 
second time. With so many false teachers 
about and in such prominent positions, it 
truly makes one think of the words, 'and few 
will enter therein. 

"I thank you again for sending me the Far 
East Newsletter. The bundle of 40 Contending 
for the Faith papers we put out each month 
seems to be picking up more interest all the 
time. I was told by a man two months ago 
that he wouldn't read that rag. After I told 
him you had documented proof for the 
contents of each Contending for the Faith 
and that you would be glad to print a restrac- 
tion if anything was proven wrong, he kept 
still and in fact is now reading Contending 
for the Faith, which is good. It might even 
change his outlook ..." 

(NOTE: Thanks to brother Fletcher not 
only for the above but also for enclosing 
$10.00 to help wlth our work. "How rlght you 
are that there are so few who stand flrmly for 
the truth of God's word any longer," I replled, 
In part. "You probably are correct that every 
eldershlp should have a llst of all known false 
teachers so they may know better how to 
protect the flock from such. However, how to 
keep It updated would be qulte a problem. 
Just when you thlnk you know them all, here 
comes another one along teachlng falsely ... 

"Please contlnue to encourage other8 to 
read Contending for the Faith. It Is about the 
only source many have to know what really 
Is happenlng to thls once stalwart brother- 
hood." IYRJr.) 

Ken Gardner, Jackson, Mississippi: "We 
believe if brethren would go back to the 
principle of sound doctrine then that would 
eliminate all of these errors that we are 
having to cope with ..." 

Arnold & Corlnne Frlsk, Holiday,, Florida: 
"After reading your April 1987 Issue of 
Contending for the Faith at River Road North 
church of Christ, New Port Rickey, Florida, 
where my wife and I are winter visitor 
members, we find it a very profound pe,riod- 
ical for the New Testament Christian thlnker 
and wish to place a three year subscription 
for the magazine to the Brighton church of 
Christ ... Brighton, Michigan ... Brad McFaul, 
ministar .. . . ... ..-.-. . . . 

"This growing, dedicated New Testament 
church of Christ congregation is also blessed 
with a fine group 07 leaders, consisting of 
one full time youth ministry program minis- 
ter, four elders, eight deacons and a full time 
secretary in the office ... 

"Thanking you in advance for your prompt 
attention to this order ..." 

Bellview church of Christ announces 
RUSHMORES NEED SUPPORT FOR NEW 

PHASE OF MEDIA, PENNSYLVANIA WORK 
The Media, Pennsylvania church of Christ, 

just outside of Philadelphia, has generated 
over 1,100 community contacts through 
radio spots, mall exhibits, campaigns, and 
direct mail. Jody Apple, who preaches for 
the church in Media, hls family, and the small 
congregation there are swamped with Bible 
studies. 

Louls Rushmore, who now preaches about 
an hour's journey west of Media, and his 
family, therefore have determined to begin 
laboring with the Apples and the Media 
church of Christ, in January, 1988. Together, 
these two families earnestly believe that they 
can greatly contribute to the spread of the 
gospel in the densely populated county seat 
of Media, Pennsylvania. 

The Rushmores solicit the prayers and 
financial support of brethren to underwrite 
this undertaking. To date, also, the Rush- 
mores need a sponsoring congregation. 

Media, Pennsylvania is a labor displaying 
much promise and, also, is close enough for 
many stateside congregations to be able to 
survey its progress personally and to parti- 
cipate actively from time to time in itsefforts. 

Interested brethren or congregations may 
address your inquiries directly to: Louls 
Rushmore, 1339 South Hanover Street, 
Pottstown, Pennsylvania 19464-or telephone 
(205) 326-4028. 

Russell L. Davls. Kansas City, Kansas: 
"Please discontinue the Contending for the 
Faith paper in bundles. If the congregation 
hasn't been warned by this time, there is no 
use trying any longer. 

I want to thank you for the help you have 
been in the fight for the truth. The paper has 
been a great help and inspiration to me, and I 
hope it has been the same for those who 
read it. 

"Please keep up the good work, and may 
God's blessings be upon you ..." 

(NOTE: "Brother Davls," I replled, In part, 
"It gladdens my heart that you were able to 
say that Contending for the Faith had been a 
'great help and Insplratlon' to you. So many 
are prone to questlon our motlves and to 
crltlclze what we publlsh. However, as God Is 
my wltness, our motlves are pure and what 
we publlsh Is lust to defend truth agalnst 
error. 

" ~ v e n  though you feel the bundler no long- 
er were lustltled, I feel sure that number8 of 
folks In. the congregatlon there should be 
readlng the paper st l l l -on thelr own, that Is. 
Enclosed flnd a subscrlptlon coupon whlch 
wlll accommodate as many as ten subscrlp- 
tlons. Please slgn up a11 you can as new 
subscribers and send them In. Thls wlll 
surely help, too, In your battle for truth there 
In Kansas Clty." IYRJr.) 

Herb Murd, Aromas, California: "I do hope 
your trip to the Far East was very profitable 
and the unfruitful works of darkness were 
given a good blow to the head and then 
smitten hip and thigh ..." 

L. D. Webb, of Yucca Valley, California, 
ordered 12 copies of Contending for the 
Faith for July/1981 for distribution there. 
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Bellview Church of Christ 
The Bellview church in Pensacola, Florida is a vibrant 

body of believers. For many years this church has provided 
vigorous leadership in Northwest Florida, and throughout 
the United States. Her influence has been felt not only a t  
home but in many foreign lands. 

This faithful group of God's people has conducted a 
preacher training school in order t o  help prepare cour- 
ageous men to boldly speak out in the name of Christ, as 
they ought to speak. Many proficient gospel preachers 
have gone out from the Bellview Preacher Training School 
to "preach the word;" being urgent in season and out of 
season. They have taught and defended the gospel, both a t  
home and abroad, to the glory of God and the good of all 
mankind. The  school was founded and conducted for many 
years under the capable leadership of William S. Cline. 

Brother Cline, who preached for the Bellview church of 
Christ for fifteen years, is everywhere recognized for his 
devotion to the Cause of Christ and his ability to proclaim 
the word of God. 

The Bellview church has published gospel literature for 
the benefit and encouragement of all of God's people. The 
Defender, a monthly magazine, edited for nearly fifteen 
years by William S. Cline, has served a vital role in 
presenting old truths in refreshing style. Biblical Notes, 
edited by Roy Deaver (whose character and knowledge 
have earned for him well deserved respect), was published 
for several years by the Bellview church because of  the 
support and encouragement from her members. Biblical 
Notes is highly regarded throughout the brotherhood as a 
source of advanced Bible Study. It  is a "preacher's 
publication"just as Roy Deaver is a "preacher's preacher." 
Contending for the Faith, edited by the highly respected 
and courageous Ira Y. Rice, Jr., has fought the hard battles 
and, at the same time, presented powerful appeals for 
missionary work, especially in Southeast Asia. 

The Bellview church has sponsored brother Rice and his 
vigorous missionary activities for a number of years. 
Countless souls have heard the gospel because of the 

dedicated and unrelenting work of Ira Y. Rice, Jr. The 
people of the Bellview church-have stood steadfastly by, 
faithfully holding the ropes, as  brother Rice has bravely 
served in the army of the Lord, hazarding his life for the 
sake of the kingdom. 

The Bellview church has always been deeply concerned 
with the preaching of the gospel, both locally and abroad. 
As elders of this congregation of God's people, we have 
always been eager to encourage every good work. 

The Bellview church has recently passed through some 
troublesome times. Reports may hare  reached some of you 
that would cast Bellview, her elders, and her members in a n  
unfavorable light. 

A few have disseminated information that is untrue and 
used rumor, false suggestions, and half-truths in a way that 
makes the situation at Bellview to appear to be what it 
clearly is not. Because of the circumstances at Bellview, it 
has been necessary for us to release our pulpit preacher and 
our full-time teacher in the Bellview Preacher Training 
School. 

This short article is t o  simply let you know that Bellview 
is alive and well. As a congregation of God's people, we 
look optimistically forward to the future in the absolute 
confidence that "the best is yet to be."The members have 
closed ranks behind the elders of the church and she is 
going forward in a very fine manner. 

Isn't it ironic how things seem to work out for the good 
of the faithful and the dismay of the wicked? The book of 
Esther tells us of how Haman was hanged on the gallows 
he had built for Mordecai. Solomon wrote, "Whoso causeth 
the upright to go astray in a n  evil way, he shall fall himself 
into his own pit; and the perfect shall inherit good" 
(Proverbs 28: 10). 

Anyhow, we just wanted brethren to know that the 
Bellview church, holding high the banner of truth, is 
marching on. 

Elders 
Bellview church of Christ 



Bellview Church of Christ 
Honors Your Editor On 

His 70th Birthday 
Birthday celebrations almost from as far back as I 

can remember never have been of more than passing 
consequence to me. 

With the passing of my own 70th birthday earlier 
this month, however, so many went out of their way 
to let me know they remembered that I should be 
remiss if I did not say a t  least something about it. 

Of course, as would be expected, my own/amily 
went all out to honor my 70th. But something which I 
surely did not expect was an Appreciation Banquet 
that was accorded me by the Bellview Church of 
Christ the Friday night of August 7, 1987, a t  the 
Homestead Inn, of Pensacola, Florida. (My actual 
birthday was August 3rd. some four days earlier-but 
no matter!) 

EVENT WAS A YEAR IN PLANNING 
Although this celebration was a t  least a year or 

more in planning-and some thought that surely I 
must have known about it in advance-the fact is that 
I did not pick up on it even once until Vada and I 
arrived that evening a t  the Homestead Inn. Truly I 
thought that we were there for some sort of annual 
dinner for the Bellview Church! 

But when I saw those stacks of "Happy Birthday 
Ira!" brochures being distributed a t  the door, suddenly 
I realized that this occasion was not just for everyone, 
but specifically for me. (Billy and  Mary Cline had 
stayed up half the night before putting together those 
brochures to make sure they were ready.) 

Among those who spoke that night were all three of 
the elders of the Bellview church-Hairston Brantley, 
Bill Gallaher, and Fred Stancliff-and also Ray Peters 
and William S. Cline (who M.C.'d the program). 

PORTRAIT, PAINTED IN OIL, PRESENTED 
At the close of the speeches, on behalf of the 

congregation, a 16" x 2 0  portrait of myself beautifully 
painted in oiI by Clovadell Cozad, sister-in-law to one 
of our former elders, Harold Cozad, was presented to 
me. 

And in the brochure, along with a Message From 
the Elders, was a poem written especially for the 
occasion by Bronwen McClish Gibson, entitled, "Ira 
Rice Is:': which read, as follows: 

Untiring and persistent, 
Faithful to the Lord - consistent; 
To the gainsayers, resistant 
As he presses toward the goo1 

He's getting close to 70; 
(Hope he l i m  till a hundred 

and 'feuen@!) 
A bright shining crown and robe 

in heaven, he's 
Bound to wear upon his soul. 

By enemies he's been scorned - 
And some wish he were newr born! 
But on that great and glorious morn 
All his work will be made bright. 
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He leads Christians from the dark 
And helps us stay right on the mark; 
Heed him when he says to "'Hark!" 
Join him in the blessedfight. 

Known him since 1 was sixteen - 
The likes of  him I've NEVER seen! 
Helped by him, f'w surely been 
And given strength to strive anew. 

For his example I g i w  gratitude - 
W e  knows well - this is no platitude.) 
May we work to keep this attitude 
And stay the Faithful in the True! 

With Low, 
Bronwen M. Gibson 

Brethren, I truly was reluctant t o  include something 
that s t rong in praise of myself; however, it was such a 
beautiful part of the  celebration, how could I leave it 
out! Besides, youl l  have to  forgive me this once- 
otherwise how can you go  t o  heaven when you die? 

-Ira Y. Rice, J r .  Editor 

He Missed One Service 
Paul Harvey reported on a 73-year-old man who was 

pinned beneath his farm tractor for four days and nigh& 
in driving rain and freezing temperatures. Concerned 
friends finally went to see about him, apparently just in 
time. It seems as though he is going to survive his ordeal 
although he will lose a leg below the knee. 

Although the report was centered upon the amazing fact 
that this 73-year-old man wuld live after being pinned 
beneath a tractor for four days and nights, a more amazing 
fact is what caused his friends to go see about him. What 
caused these pwplc to go see about him? Hr missed "prayer 
meeting." That's all. He missed one service. 1 believe there 
are two possible Suppositions we can make about this in- 
cident. 

On the one hand we wuld suppose that this man was 
so faithful and regular in his church attendance that 
everyone knew if he was not there, something had to be 
seriously wrong. A question: What ifyou had been the one 
pinned under the tractor? Would your absence have been 
noticed? Or, are you so irregular in attendance that 
everyone would assume you decided to sleep in, or go  to 
the lake? How many services have you missed in the last 
three months? Could you honestly classify yourself as a 
faithful, regular worshipper? 

On the other hand, we could assume that the people in 
this man's congregation have such a concern for the souls 
of men that when anyone, no matter how regular or  irregu- 
lar. missed a service they went to see about them. 

"How think ye? If a man have a hundred sheep, and one 
of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and 
nine and goeth into the mountains and seeketh that which 
is gone astray?" (Matthew 18: 12). 

-Christian Messenger 
Church of Christ 
195 Fifih A venue 

Algood, Tennessee 38501 
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"They Passed By 
On The Other Side" 

Toby D. Miller 

As one reads the parable of the good Samaritan (Luke 
10:25-37), heisforced toformavery low opinion ofboth the 
Priest and the Levite. Here are two supposedly godly men, 
who saw one in need, had the ability to  help, yet purposely 
"paned by on the other side': They must have been totally 
without sincere love or  compassion to be able to  ignore ap  
opportunity to assist one who wasin such dire need (I John 
3:17). 

However, many congregations are re-enacting the same 
role played by the Priest and Levite in the area of church 
discipline. In most congregations there are apostate 
members who have fallen victim to sin. Their souls are 
wounded, and they lie half-dead at the side of the "narrow 
road."The churchlooks upon them, talks to  them, and even 
encourages them. Yet, in many cases it does no more good 
than such would have done the victim in the parable. 
Therefore, God has instructed us, the church, of one final 
way that may heal their spiritual disease of sin. We know 
what that way is, yet we are simply "passing by on the other 
side". leavine our loved ones to  die theL'second death."(cl. ~ ~ 

\, .  evel la ti on 2:8).  
It's difficult to perceive how christians, who supposedly 

are impacted with the love of Christ, could observe their 
own brethren lying in a spiritual ditch while having specific 
instructions from Christ how to help, and then purposely 
pass by on the other side! 

If confronted, undoubtedly the Priest and Levite would 
have offered many excuses, just as some elden, preachers 
and congregations are doing today in reference to their 
refusal to  help unfaithful members through chastisement 
(Hebrews 125-11). Still, God never has and never will 
aceept any excuse for purposely ignoring any of His 
teachings (John 15:22). 

We often jump all over the denominations for refusing to 
accept God's Word on certain doetrines (e.g., the necessity 
of baptism for salvation). Yet, are we not equally guilty 
when we also refuse to accept God's teaching on certain 
doctrines (e.g., discipline)? 

Many refer to it as "The Forgotten Cornmandrnenl." 
While that may be a cute cliche, it is douhlful whether 
anyone really has forgotten it. Like the Priest and,Levite, we 
are simply passing by on the other side. They were guilty of 
being without enough love and compassion to  help the 
downtrodden victim. And, so are we if we ignore the final 
effort of discipline to  help save our wayward brethren. 

Perhaps we need to be rcminded that the church at  
Ephesus was guilty ofonly one~hing ,~Thou hasleft thy nrvt 
love." (Revelation 2:4). As a result. Jesus warned, 
"...repent...or else." (Revelation 25). 

-Puulding church of Christ 
Rural R o u a  I, Box 588 

Pnulding. Ohio 45879 

3rd Annual Upper Ohlo Valley Lcctureohip: November 
17-20. 1987. The theme: "Great Themes of the Bible." 
Sessions begin Tuesday evening and continue through 
each day and evening. Hosted by the Church of Christ,560 
Lovers Lane, Steubenville, OH 43952 



The Point Of "Almost No Returns" 
Walter W. 

Occasionally we hear people speak of "the point of no 
return" with reference to some place, state of mind, or  
condition from which there is no  possibility of returning, 
either becauseonecannot or willnot do  so. Physical deathis 
an example of the point of no return. But there is a state or 
condition of mind from which there is no return. The Lord 
said the prophets of Jerusalem strengthened the hands of 
evil-doers, "that none doth return from his wickedness." 
(Jeremiah23: 14). The writer of Hebrews says of certain ones 
that it is "impossible" to renew them to repentance if they 
shall fall away. (Hebrews 6:4-6). There also is a state or 
condition of belief to which we shall give attention in the 
following, that we are describing as THE POINT O F  
"ALMOST NO RETURNS."This point of belief can well 
bemore tragic than the point ofphysicaldeath, inasmuchas 
it involves the spiritual well-being of the individual. This 
point of "almost no returns" is the point of liberalism. The 
liberalism of which we speak is an attitude toward the 
Scriptures which allows men to practice that which is not 
authorized by God's word; to "go beyond the things which 
are written" ( I  Corinthians 46); to transgress and "abide 
notwin thedoctrineof Christ (I1 John9). T o  this liberalism, 
which leads to spiritual death and eternal ruin, countless 
thousands have fallen victim! And, many are being 
threatened within the body of Christ today. 

It cannot be said that everyone who has reached thepoint 
of liberalism has, without exception, continued on that 
road. A FEW have returned! But such cases are the 
exeeption, not the rule. I t  is more common, though I know 
not why, for those who have reached the point of extreme 
conservatism to end up at  the point of rank liberalism, than 
for those who have become liberal to return to a state of true 
faith. Examples can be seen in such influential men as 
LeRoy Garrett and W. Carl Ketchaside, who have led many 
into liberalism in years gone by. A new surge of their 
influence is being seen currently. 

A good example of the point of "almost no returns," 
whichis of particular interest now, is what happened within 
the brotherhood in the last half of the past century. The 
controversy which began, supposedly, over the music 
question and the missionary society, actually was a 
controversy over the matter of Biblicalauthority. Some-in 
fact the majority-reached the point of liberalism at  which 
they contended that people have the right to act in 
accordance with their own will in spiritual matters in 
instances where God's word is silent on specific matters, 
such as instrumental music in worship, and the missionary 
society. The minority held and rightly so-that man is 
permitted to act only on the basis offaith which has been 
derived from the hearing of God's word (Romans 10:17). 

The results of the above controversy, heart-breaking to 
those not of the liberal persuasion, are a matter of reeord. I 
do  not profess to be an authority on church history (one 
need not be), but from what I read it is clearly evident that 
those who arrive at the point of liberalism ALMOST 
NEVER RETURN! In fact, most have continued farther 
and farther into the deathly land of liberalism. Clear 
evidence of this is seen in the Christian Church and/or 
Disciples of Christ. They have gone so far that they no 
longer can be recognized as theNew Testament church. The 
Disciples, years ago, declared themselves a full-fledged 
denomination, which they are. 

Phg. Jr. 

Those who presently call themselves Jhe "Independent 
Christian Church(some times Church of Christ)"are liberal 
in a number of ways; the use of instrumental music in 
worship is just one, though that one is too many! Further- 
more, there is no evidence (of which I am aware) that these 
people in general have any interest in RETURNING to the 
"old paths." To the contrary, they would like to see others 
join hands of fellowship with them as they wander farther 
and farther from the shores of Truth in their unscriptural 
practices. 

Brethren, I stand amazed that from among our own 
brethren such menas: A h C l o y d .  ~ o n r o e ~ a w & , ~ . r v i n  
Philips,ReuelLemmoos, RubelShelly ,and others, whoare 
outright supporters of, or  a t  least in sympathy with, the 
current "Unity Movement" which is being promoted 
through"Summits,"ONE BODY, and other means, eannot 
see what happened to our brotherhood in the past eentury 
and could happen to us. But beyond amazement, I AM 
AFRAID that they dosee and they do  know what they are 
doing, and that they would knowingly and willing lead our 
brethren into liberalism with them, THE POINT O F  
"ALMOST NO RETURNS"! 

God forbid that we have any part in, or  in any way 
encourage, any movement away from the New Testament 
pattern! If we never reach thepoint of liberalism we will not 
be faced with the dreadful, virtual certainty that we will 
never return. Many names will be missing from theaBook of 
life" because they left the way of truthand righteousness due 
to their disrespect for the authority of God's truth whieh 
makes men free. (John 8:32). Let us not be one of them! 

-Post O//iee Box 91-294 
Taipei 10673, Taiwan 

Republic of China 
I - - 
"He Never Teaches Error, But . . . 99 

Bill Jackson 
A fine and faithful brother, living in another city, recently 

made this comment to me concerning his unhappiness with a 
certain preacher. Our brother is troubled about the liberal- 
ism in the kingdom, about our sagging morals, about the 
inroads being made in the kingdom through the avenues of 
worldliness, indifference and sectarianism . . . He is trou- 
bled because on the the locallevel, and in the local pulpit, not 
much of a stand is being taken. His words were to the effect 
that "the man never teaches error, but "- but he doesn't 
come down strongly at all on anything. 

Let us be reminded that one in the pulpit and in the 
classroom, or  one serving as an clder, can ALWAYS speak 
truth, and still go to hell. One can always speak truth, and 
AVOID critical, yet Biblical, issues. One can always speak 
truthand yet be of the tendency tododge, evade and weaken 
whcn it comes to some issues. If the New Tcstament teaches 
anything, it teaches boldness in making known the Word 
(Acts 429) and the teaching of the Word to please God 
rather than men. (Galatians 1: 10). One of the greatest of all 
shames is that some who stand up to teach in our pulpits 
across the brotherhood present their lessons - and still men 
wondcr, "Wherc does he stand?" - Church Bulletin 

Park Street Church of Christ 
515 West Park Street 
Olathe. Kansas 66061 
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"Receiving The Spirit" 
Wayn 

A certain preacher, discussing the purpose of the 
indwelling of the Spirit, comments: "It is necessary t o  point 
out that, contrary to the insistence of some, the promise 
here (I1 Corinthians 6:16 wp) is of personal indwelling by 
the Godhead; it is not a mere figure of speech. The Father 
and the Son actually-in Person, by the Holy Spirit-live 
and walk in those who will meet the condition for their 
presence." 

This indwelling view is held by many fine teachers, 
preachers, and writers; yet it is not without its problems. 
Note the contradictions found in the above remark: 1) Do 
God and Christ "actually" indwell the Christian, or  do  they 
indwell a Christian only representatively, that is, "by the 
Holy Spirit" who actually indwells us? It cannot be both! 2) 
Is I1 Corinthians 6:16 figurative, or is it not? God declares 
that He would 'dwell in them and walk in them" (I1 
Corinthians 6:16). Here Paul refers to Leviticus 2612 
where God declared:"I will walk among you ..." (note this 
is plural). This merely pictures God dwelling representa- 
tively "among" his people, not literally, individually, and 
directly within a human being. The writer in the first 
paragraph comments on I1 Corinthians 616: "...it is not a 
mere figure of speech." Question: If God "walking" in us is 
not figurative, then what is it? And if "walking" in us is a 
figure of speech, as it surely is, then why should not His 
"dwelling" inlamong us also be figurative? 

FIGURATIVE OR LITERAL-THAT IS THE ISSUE! 
A11 of us a t  times have had difficulty in stating precisely 

what we intended to say, and our discussions relative to the 
indwelling of the Spirit illustrate this fact. A quite common 
response of those teaching the direct indwelling theory, 
when asked to explain the difficulties involved in their 
view, merely dismiss the problem by saying: "We just have 
to accept it (the direct indwelling of the Spirit) by faith." 
This dodge, or  by-pass, simply does not deal with the real 
issue at hand-is a given Biblical statement to be understood 
figuratively or Iiterally? THAT 1s  THE ISSUE! 

Our taskas communicators of the word is todeliver God's 
truths inaneasy-to-be-understood fashion. Weare to make 
plain the difficult, and not vice verso! With this thought 
uppermost in mind, we pose the following question: DOES 
ACONVERTTO CHRIST RECEIVETHEHOLY SPIRIT 
1MMEDlATELY UPON HIS BEING BAPTIZED IN 
WATER FORTHEREMlSSlON OFSINS? Additionally, 
what is the nature of that which he receives, or in simpler 
terms, just WHAT is it that he receives? 

Where does the Bible teach that one receives the Holy 
Spirit himselfas a gift the very moment he, the believer, is 
baptized in water? It is true that Acts 2:38 says that the gift 
of the Spirit would come to those in Peter's audience that 
day, and that such a gift would be given some time in their 
future following their baptism (notice the future tense 
"shall receive'?. Before declaring that only Christians 
receive the Spirit, and that immediately upon being 
baptized, be alerted to the fact that the Gentiles in Caesarea 
received the Spirit BEFORE being baptized in water (Acts 
10:45ff.). The phrase-gift of the Holy SpiritWis found both 
in Acts 2:38 and Acts 10:45; if we contend that the usage in 
chapter 2 is not the same as that in chapter 10, we are 
obligated to show why not. What over-whelming. all- 

compelling reason can be given as t o  why the same phrase 
should be understood differently? Why does it refer only t o  
Christians in Acts 2, but to non-Christians in Acts lo? T o  
merely assert that one is litcral and the other is figurative 
does not prove a proposition; we still must deal with the 
issue of figurative versus the literal interpretation. It is our 
purpose to show that an assumed, erroneous interpretation 
of "the gift of the Spiritmas being the literal Spirit Himself 
as the gift, has caused a misunderstanding of the word 
"Spirit"in those references which come after Acts 2:38. We 
have allowed a misinterpretation of Acts 2:38 to color later 
references and become the standard by which other 
references to the Spirit's activity are to be judged. Others 
maintain that an obedient believer receives a "nonmiracu- 
lous" measure of the Spirit, yet do  not adequately define 
that concept either for the rest of us who do  not understand 
their explanation. 

SIMULTANEOUS OR SUBSEQUENT7 
The fact is that the New Testament teaches that receiving 

the Spirit is NOT simultaneous with a convert's baptism in 
water, but rather subsequent to it. We offer four New 
Testament case studies as  proof of this proposition: Acts 
8:13-19; Acts 19:l-7; Acts 10:4448; and Acts 2:38. 
PROOF # 1: Acts 8:13-19 

A. Philip preached Christ unto the citizens of Samaria 
(v. 5). 

B. They believed the message, and were baptized. 
1. They did NOT automatically receive the Spirit 

upon being baptized (vv. 15-16). 
2. Any theory which affirms they automatically 

received the Spirit at baptism contradicts the 
inspired text which pointedly states they had NOT! 

3. If it beargued that they received anon-miraculous 
measure (yet NOT the one given by laying on of 
apostles'hands), then they still would have received 
the Spirit: the contradiction stands. 

4. If they "had" received the Spirit a t  baptism, then 
Luke was wrong when he wrote they had not! How 
dare we say they had received the Spirit when the 
inspired writer says they had not? 

PROOF # 2: Acts 19:I-7 
A. If the verb "believed" is a synecdoche for "saved" 

(and it is), then would Paul ask: "Did you receive the 
Spirit since you were saved?" 
1. If it were received automatically upon their obedi- 

ence to the gospel (and Paul thought they had 
obeyed the gospel), why would he haveasked such 
a foolish &estion? 

2. Paul's question clearly establishes the fact that it 
IS ~ossible  for one to be saved, AND YET NOT 
TO~HAVE RECEIVED THE SPIRIT. 

3. Hence, the reception of the Spirit did not auto- 
matically and necessarily follow baptism, but 
rather was dependent upon the laying on of 
apostles' hands. 

B. About twelve(l2) menin Ephesus(Acts 19:7) received 
the Spirit following baptism, but not as an immediate 
result of being baptized into Christ! These baptized 
believers (Acts 195) received the Spirit when the 
apostle Paul laid hands on them-NOT BEFORE! 
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C. Let it be remembered that in both of these examples 
(Acts 8 and Acts 19) those who had believed and were 
baptized (as commanded by Christ earlier-Mark 
l6:16) received the Holy Spirit, not because they had 
believed and were baptized and that alone, but because 
APOSTLES LAID HANDS UPON THEM! 

PROOF 11 3: Aets 10:4448 
A. Note that these Gentiles "reeeived the Spiritn(v. 47) 

BEFORE THEY WERE BAPTIZED. 
I .  Purpose? T o  show the world (especially the Jews) 

that God made no distinction between Jews and 
Gentiles (Aets 11:IS; see also 10:28;and I0:34-35). 

2. They received the Spirit, not through the laying on 
of apostles' hands, but directly from heaven. This 
miraculous outpouring of the Spirit, confirming 
heaven's approval of the Gentiles being accepted 
on equal terms with Jews, could not be successfully 
refuted (Acts 15:s). 

B. In the proof texts offered thus far, note that the 
giving of the Spirit was limited to the apostolie age (I 
Corinthians 13:8-10). 
1. If one objects: "These are referring to miraculous 

measures," we agree. 
2. Additionally wc hasten to add that if one would 

accept the testimony of an inspired writer, so is the 
"gifr of the Spirit" in Acts 10:4546 a miraculous 
measure! 

C. The facts are as follows: 
I. The "falling of the Holy GhostW(v. 44) is equal to 

"the gift of the Holy Ghost" (v. 45). 
2. But the "gift of the Holy GhostV(v. 45) is equal to 

"receiving the Holy Ghost"(v. 47). 
3. Finally, that all three terms "falling of the Holy 

Ghost," "gift of the Holy Ghost," and "receiving 
thc Holy Ghost" refer to the miraculous elcment 
(v. 46) is irrefutable! 

D. Thc term "gift of the Spirit"in Acts 10:45 signifies a 
miraculous gift given by the Holy Spirit. 
1 .  Which is to take precedence: an assumed meaning 

in Acts 2:38 that the "gift of the Spirit" is a 
personal, yet non-miraculous indwelling of the 
Spirit in a Christian, or the known meaning of 
Acts 10:45 where the "gift of the Spirit" is 
miraculous? 

2. Is it not probable that had the latter usage come 
first in the New Testament narrative, the concept 
of Deity (the 3rd person of the Godhead) literally, 
in person, dwclling in a Christian would not have 
bcen so hastily assumed? 

PROOF # 4: Acts 2:38 
A. This verse is said to teach that the Holy Spirit himself 

is given to a person when he obeys the gospel, yet it 
merely declares that the gift is of/from the Spirit. 

B. A literal indwelling of any member of the Godhead in 
human flesh would be a miracle. 
I .  If  the Holy Spirit literally and actually is in a 

Christian, then Christ was not theonly example of 
Deity being encased in human flesh. 

2. If Deity literally indwelt Petcr, then he needed to 
apologize to Cornelius for the latter's attempt to 
worship him (Peter) as recorded in Acts 10:26. 

3. Most brethren who believe the Spirit dwells "in 
person" within a Christian, and has done so since 
their baptism, usually contend: 
a. That he gives no awareness of his presencc 

b. That he teaches no additional truth 
c. That he offers no protection against accepting 

error 
d. That he requires us to rely upon a 1,900 year old 

Bible to learn his will by diligent study, and yet 
he is in thereand in direet contaet with the heart 
(understanding) all the time. 

4. Their students before long begin to expect some 
evidenee from the Spirit that would prove he is 
really in them alter all. Ncxt comc their claims of 
special guidance, leading, and such like. 

C. What is theS'gift of the Holy Spirit" in Acts 2:38? 
1. This phrase is found just two (2) times in the entire 

New Testament (Acts 238  and Aets l0:45), and 
both times it is used by the same writer-the 
apostle Peter. 

2. If it refers to miraculous power in Acts 10:45 (as it 
unquestionably does-see proof # 3), why ought 
we expect it to he non-miraculous in Acts 2:38? 
This question deserves an answer. 

3. 11 it means something entirely different from that 
found in Acts 10:45, then what compelling reason 
can be given for a non-miraculous meaning (other 
than that is what we have always been taught)? 

4. Acts 2:17-"of the Holy Spirit" or"frorn the Holy 
Spirit'? 
a. The case of the Greek noun. with no preposi- 

tional modifiers, leaves us with two choices: the 
word"Spirit" would be either thegenitive ("of") 
case, or the ablative ("from") case. 

b. However the preposition apo used by Peter is 
used ONLY with the ablative case-and the 
idca of origin, source, separation, or point of 
departure is inherent within thc case usage. 

c. Rather than being equated with the Spirit, the 
gift Peter discusscd is "separate and distinct 
from" the Spirit. 

d. Hence the Spirit is not an example of the 
epexegetical genitive (the Spirit being the gift), 
for the ablative case used by Peter demands that 
the "gift" and "the Spirit" be viewed separately, 
the gift leaving ("poured out from") the Spirit. 

e. Significance? Peter, by inspiration, applies Joel's 
prophecy to the events which occurred on 
Pentecost. 

f. The "gift of tongues" in Acts 2 came "from the 
Holy Spirit" and served as heaven's authoriza- 
tion of that which was preached that day. 

5. Since "all" flesh did not receive this outpouring 
from the Spirit that day (only Jews), it is obvious 
that Petcr's use of Joel's prophecy included more 
than what occurred on that day. 
a. Gentiles were to be included, so the"outpouring 

from the Spirit" in Acts 10 was also a part of 
Joel's prophecy being fulfilled. 

b. Since the Lord's group of apostles included no 
women, yet Joel included women in his prophecy 
as being recipients of this outpouring from the 
Spirit, spiritual gifts given by the laying on of 
hands by the apostles were also included in this 
prophecy (see Acts 8:12-19; Acts I9:Id; I1 
Timothy 1:6; and Acts 21:9). 

6. The context is determinative. 
a. Joel's prophecy is the background for Peter's 

remarks (Acts 2:16-21). Twice Peter declares 
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this outpouring was "FROM" the Spirit (Acts 
2: 17,18)-miraculous! 

b. Peter says it could be SEEN and HEARD (Acts 
233)-miraculous. 

c. Since the same term "gifts of the Spirit" in Acts 
10:45 is miraculous, and Acts 233  is miraculous, 
why should we assume that five verses later (v. 
38) a non-miraculous gift is referred to? 

D. TheZ'gift"of Acts 2:38 was a miraculous gift of power 
from the Holy Spirit for 1st century Christians (see 
Jesus' promise of Mark 16: 17-20). 
1. The gift was bestowed directly from the Spirit in 

Acts 2 and Acts IO-for purposes of eonfirmation 
in both cases. 

2. On other occasions the gift was conferred by the 
apostles when they laid thcir hands on an "un- 
gifted" Christian (Acts 8: 12-18). 

3. It was a promise limited to the first century while 
God's revelation still was being confirmed (compare 
Mark 16: 17-20 with Hebrews 23-4). 

E. The manner in which any member of the Godhead 
dwells in a Christian today is not by a miraculous 
presence, nor by a non-miraculous (yet literal) 
presence (whieh is a self-contradiction anyway), but 
rather by a Christian permitting God's inspired word 
to so govern his life and influence his every action 
that God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit are seen in his 
life(Ga1atians 220; Ephesians 3:17; I John 3:24; 416  
and similar passages). 

F. When then, it may bc asked, does oneC'get the Spirit," 
if he does not receive it automatically upon being 
baptized? ANSWER: The same time he receives God 
and Christ-the 1st and 2nd members of the Godhead 
(see paragraph E above). 

G. This study of "Receiving the Spirit" is to be followed 
by a study of Acts 2:39 and "The Promise of the 
Spirit." -211 North 5th 

Marlow, Oklahoma 73055 

"BLIND SPOTS" 
Blll Lockwood 

To justify a brother involved in doctrinal error some 
Christians attribute to him a simple "blind spot." One 
church leader lauds the marvelous contribution of the 
Crossroad philosophy to the growth of the church while 
admitting that "error is in the camp." 

Apparently, this compromising spirit is popular for 
many defend the use of doctrinally unsound teachers "as 
long as they do  not publicly espouse their false opinions 
regarding certain topics." Hence, evolutionists (the theistic 
brand), modernists, liberals and denominational people are 
asked to speak in our classes and from our pulpits. 

If this is a proper course to pursue, here is an intriguing 
question. How many doctrinalS'blind spots"must one have 
before I1 John 9-10 is practiced? What number of doctrinal 
errors must one uphold to be considered the "factious" 
man of Titus 3:10 and Romans 16:17? When one justifies a 
single error there is not one sound reason to keep him from 
exonerating another. 

The former questions can be answered simply from the 
scriptures. In  Galatians 2 Paul recounted events of the 
Jerusalem conference recorded in Acts 15. Jewish influence 
in the first century church said: "Except ye be circumcised 

after the Custom of Moses, ye cannot be saved." (Acts 
15:l). Paul identifies these as "false brethren." (Galatians 
24). In particular, these Judaizers had demanded the 
circumcision of Titus, a Gentile companion of Paul ( ~ c t s  
15~5; and Galatians 23).  Hence, Paul and his company 
"gave place in the way of subjection, no, not for an 
hour ..." 

Why did Paul not submit for the sake of peace and 
unity? There were strong reasons for consenting; vir., a 
closer association with Judaic Christians; further, a con- 
troversy would have been avoided. Whether or not it can 
besubstantiated from Acts 15:5 that other salient points of 
the law of Moses were thrust upon Gentile converts by this 
"sect of the Pharisees" changes not the affirmation of Paul 
in Galatians 5:2 that if circumcision was received by 
Christians as a matter of doctrine, "Christ will profit you 
nothing." Nor is the point negated that this single doctrinal 
error caused the Spirit to refer to them as "false brethren." 
"...St. Paul knew that he was responsible for the future, 
and that, in order to make the future safe, he must be firm 
in the present."(The Bible Commentary, F. C. Cook, ed., 
vol. 9. Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, Mich.: reprint, 
1981, p. 503). 

Correspondingly, in order to be safe on various future 
issues, one must be firm on present issues. In  particular, 
note Paul's words regarding this single error and its 
implications. 1) A capitulation would have brought Paul 
and others"into bondage."(Galatians 24). 2)"lf ye receive 
circumcision, Christ will profit you nothing." (Galatians 
5:2). 3) "...every man that receiveth circumcision ... is a 
debtor t o  d o  the whole law." (Galatians 5:3). James states, 
'For whosoever will keep the whole law, and yet stumble in 
one point, he is become guilty of all." (2:lO). This is a 
principle applied to those under the law of liberty (2: 12). 4) 
"Ye are severed from Christ, ye who would be justified by 
the law; ye are hnen  away from grace." (Galatians 5~4) .  5) 
Paul also vindicated his resistance in Galatians 2 5  "...that 
the truth of the gospel might continue with you." Con- 
versely, if Paul had given place by way of subjection to the 
circumcisers, the truth would not have continued! 

Why did Paul not attribute this error to a "blind spot" 
and urge the Galatians to use these Jewish Christians to 
teach as long as they did not compel others to be 
circumcised? How is it that Paul did not out of "love" 
commend these false brethren for their fine qualities and 
church work, thus stressing a positive note? 

The foregoing is a vital principle that faithful followers 
of Christ seek to sustain. The fact that the doctrinal error 
was retained from the law of Moses makes no difference 10 
the point established, namely, a single doctrinal error 
causes the truth to cease! 

The precedent is again illustrated in 11 Timothy 16-18. 
Hymaneaus and Philetus taught that the resurrection Was 
already past. Regarding other errors which they may have 
supported we have no knowledge. However, in reference to 
this single point of false doctrine they were said to have 
overthrown the faith of some (v. 17). 

Actually, one of the most unloving stances one can 
assume is to fellowship those who espouse error. Not only 
is it unloving to those who hear and follow the erroneous 
teaching, thus having their faith "overthrown", but it is 
unloving to the false teacher who is not motivated to move 
to a proper Biblical perspective and consequently forsake 
his "blind spot." 1741 North Fairway Drive 

Flagstaff: Arizona 86004 
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Good And Bad Things Hap lpen During Moving Season 
tin Dunn 

Moving season is here again. Judging from the past and 
present, good things and bad things wi l l  happen. Some 
young preachers wi l l  do  their first local work. Some 
preachers wi l l  do profitable work in new locations. However, 
bad things wi l l  happen. Wi th  so many isms i t  i s  impossible to  
say how many had things wil l  happen. 

Some brethren take six months t o  seleet a new preacher. 
Some brethren take a year. During this timesome brethren 
try out older preachers, young preachers, liberal preachers 
and plain Bible preaehers. Trying out so many preaehers is 
stressful to many brethren. I t  i s  certainly stressful to many 
preaehers. Sometimes the stress is only somewhat diminished 
when a preaeher is finally seleeted. Some good preachers 
have had very short tenures when they were hired after 
many, many try-outs. 

Other stressful situations happen during moving season. 
Some faithful preaehers are fired and some faithful preachers 
are belittled. A group o f  eldcrs asked their preacher t o  f ind 
another workdur ing moving season. They did not fire him 
outright; but they wouldn't recommend him. They wouldn't 
recommend h im because he wasn't an outstanding speaker. 
Somepreachers have been putdown i n a  somewhat different 
manner. Several years ago an elder belittled me for using a 
good many Scriptures in sermons. He did not do  this in my 
presence. 1 did no t  learn o f  h im belittling me in that manner 
unt i l  after 1 had found another work. Shortly before 1 
started seeking another work, 1 learned that he had been 
going among the brethren and talking about how smart he 
thought he was and how simple-minded he thought I was. 
I 

SOME LEAVE LOCAL WORK 
Many preaehers leave local work during moving season. 

I f  only bad preachers left local work this would be good; 
however, many sound, capable preaehers have recently left 
local work. Some younger preachers are likely to  do  local 
work again. Many  preachers past 65 that lcavc local work 
are not likely to  do  local work again. 

Many preachers past 65 work with small congregations 
that have no elders. One-man domination is common in  
these congregations. Sometimes a preacher past 65 i s  asked 
to  f ind another work i n  a month or two. No t  many 
congregations want a preaeher this age for local work, no 
matter how hard he studies and works. Therefore, i t  might 
be impossible for him to  reloeate quickly. 

Dur ing the latter part o f  Apr i l  I decided to relocate. I was 
working with a little congregation in Oilton, Oklahoma. I 
visited two congregations in  Texas. In eaehcase the brethren 
highly commcnded my preaching. I never heard f rom the 
first place. Brethren i n  the second place strongly indicated 
that they would hire me. One weeklater a brother called. He 
told me that I was beingfavorably eonsidered, but that some 
o f  the brcthren wanted to  consider a younger preacher that 
had tried our. 1 fe l t that I would have twostrikesagainst me 
if I moved there. 
I 

DUNN IS DONE 
A few days later m y  decision to  lcave local work becamc 

final. I havepreached thegospel39E years. I have had good 
works and disappointing works. I have thought about 
leaving local work many times. 

1 believe that at least half of  the try-outs could be 
profitably eliminated. Brethren should learn something 
about a preacher before invit ing h im to  speak. I t  would also 

be wise toconsider one preacher at a time. This would he less 
stressful for preachers and congregations. 

Now that I have left Ioeal work I will continue writ ing 
artieles for sound publications. I also shall be glad to  do  
fill-in preaching, hold meetings and speak on  lectureships. I 
still a m  interested i n  the word of God being preached and 
taught. -I215 C Slreer 

Floresville, Texas 78114 ~ - . - . _ . - '  
A Pia's Tooth I 

V 

(From "Bible Science Newsletter'? 
The search for an ape man. supposedly the missing link 

beween ape and man, has been going on for more than 
a century. In 1922 a geologist named Harold J. Cook. 
found one molar (tooth) In what is termed the Pliocene 
deposit of the Snake Creek beds of western Nebraska. 
Henry Fairfield Osborn, then with the Natural History Mu- 
seum of New York. claimed the tooth belonged to the 
genus of ape-man. On June 24. 1922 the entire spread 
of the glossy magazine lllustratad London News (pp 942- 
944) was devoted to Hesperopifhecus. the ape-man of 
the Western World. Author of the article was Grafton 
Ellloft Smith. Professor of Anatomy at the University of 
London. According to Ronald Mnller. author of The Pill- 
down Man. it was Smith who was the real culprit also 
in the Piltdown hoax. The Piltdown man was also said to 
be an ape~man, and for 40  years (1 91 3-1 953) the scienti- 
fic community believed that the bones of Piltdown man 
were those of an ape-man. When the hoax was disclosed. 
it was learned that the bones had been stained and the 
teeth had been filed. The top portion of the skull was 
human. but the bottom ponion belonged to an ape. 

& Din - . 
In 1927. W. K. Gregory writing in Science (Vol. 66) 

revealed that this molar had belonged to an extinct pec- 
cary. Prosthennops serus. This is a PIG. After this no 
more reference was made in scientific literature to the 
Nebraska man as an ape-man. The whole episode is re- 
lated by Frank Cousubs of Britain in Fossil Man and a 
picture of Nebraska man as used by the London News 
is included. 

Other Frauds 
In splte of the frauds perpetrated in connectnon wlth 

Nebraska man and Piltdown man. many people still be- 
lieve that some type of ape-man dld once exist. They 
believed that Java man. found by Dubois in 1892. was 
a real ape-man even though Dubois himself admitted. 
before h!s death in 1940. that the bones were those of 
a g~ant gibbon. It is still believed by many that Peking 
man was an ape-man. Msgr. O'Connell. a missionary in 
China at the time who interviewed local people in their 
native language, claimed that Peking man was a mixture 
of human and monkey bones Even Dr. Louis Leakey. 
before his death in 1972, admitted that Zinjanfhropus. 
which he dated at 1,750,000 years. was all ape. 

NO Ape-Men 
Creationists say there have never been ape-men There 

is much variety within the human race, but there is ab- 
solutely no evidence of an ancestry of man from ape. 
or of a common ancestry of ape and man. God created 
apes with potential to produce a varlety of apes and He 
created man as a special creation, allowing also for variety 
withn the human race. God created a perfect and mature 
world in the beginning, a condition which changed when 
man fell into sin. But man has been saved from the con- 
sequences of his sin by the blood atonement of God's 
own Son. Jesus Christ. Basing h ~ s  studies on this founda- 
tion. the creationist enjoys superior judgment in his eval- 
uation of the fossil evidence. 
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He Being Dead Yet Speaketh 
Brother Foy E. Wallace, Jr., went home to be with the 

Lord December 18, 1979. In 1954 Mrs. Wallace suffered a 
devasting stroke. Until his death, brother Wallace tenderly 
cared for her taking her with him in his car literally all over 
the country as  he preached in meetings. During this time he 
wrote and studied. He prepared 714 pages (single spaccd 
typewritten) of sermon outlines. These printed up into a 
528-page hook. 

Those who saw them fclt that they represented a lifetimc 
of  study and love for the Bible and that every young 
preacher should have a copy. T o  publish them as  they 
should be published required well over $25,000.00. Most 
people shook their heads and said, "Too bad. He is gone 
now and there's no way enough books could be sold to pay 
the printing bill." And that is where they were wrong! 
While the job has not yet been done, it will be shortly. Two 
thousand twenty-three people ordered the THE ONE 
BOOK: Analyzed and Outlined WITHIN ONE WEEK 
after it was published-fourteen hundred books went out 
in one day; and some of the booksellers ordering large 
supplies (50 books) ordered an  addirional 50 within less 
than a week! 

I have been selling books sinee 1927 when I was a child 
going from door to door selling Bibles and I have never 
seen such sales of one publication. The influence of Foy E. 
Wallace, Jr .  did not die with him-it lives on in the hearts 
of thousands who loved him and the message which he 
proclaimed. 

Now that leads us to ask: who was Foy E. Wallace, Jr .  
and  what did he do? He was born September 30, 1896 in 
Montaguc County, Texas. He came from a family of 
preachers and was baptized by his father and preached his 
first sermon when he was 15. All of his life he preached, 
debated, edited and wrote books and articles teaching the 
gospel. 

He was so well-informed and did such a good job with 
every issue that came up that when he  was discussing any 

FOY E. WALLACE IR. 
1896 - 1979 

question his opposition claimed, "That is all he preaches 
on. He is a one-issue man." The truth is he was a well- 
rounded, scholarly gospel preacher. Many feel that in his 
prime he had the best voice, delivery and audicnce appeal 
of any speakcr in our generation. 

Conversion and the Church. During the 1930's I heard 
brother Wallace preach on the conversions in Acts and the 
New Testament church. Hundreds gathered for every 
servicc, dozens were baptized. To  hear him on "The 
Conversion of Cornelius," or "Saul of Tarsus" and "The 
Ethiopian Nobleman" was a treat indeed. Each sermon was 
about 50 minutes or an hour, and the result was tremendous. 

Premillennialism. When Wallace camc to Nashville to 
edit the Gospel Advocate, the premillennial issue already 
was there and was disturbing our brotherhood. His Neal- 
Wallace Discussion led the way-and he stood in the 
forefront of those fighting this evil. 

Christians and the Government. Wallace believed that a 
child of God could be loyal t o  his government. He believed 
that Daniel and Joseph of the Old Testament and Corne- 
lius, Erastus and others of the New Testament were great 
servants of the government and of the Lord. While he did 
not do  much preaching on the issue, he wrote whole books 
on the subject. 

College in the Budget. Wallace believed that the church 
is the most important institution known t o  man, that its 
task is to preach the gospel and care for those unable to 
care for themselves. He believed that privatc businesses- 
including colleges-should not be saddled off o n  the 
church, that they should be supported by individuals while 
the church gave attention to preaching the gospel. For 
years he supported "Christian" collegcs but insisted that 
they should not be "in the budget". 

Anglo-Israel. There always have been those not satisfied 
with the message of Christ for all mankind on an  individual 
basis. They want to find "the lost tribes of Israel" or some 
othcr such nonsense. Wallace stood for the truth and took 
care of these people in public debate. 

Instrumental Music. Brother Wallace debated with many 
advocates of putting the instrument into the worship. One 
time, after he had spoken for two and one-half hours on the 
subject in Huntingdon, West Virginia, a lovely lady was 
heard to say, "This is the first time I ever have realized the 
sin of instrumental music. I a m  convinced." His book on 
that subject covers the case. 

The Version Issue. Brother Wallace was not nearly so 
interested in what version one used as  in what he did with 
it. He believed that many of the modern versions were 
perversions and did not hesitate to say so. His arguments 
were not answered. He had studied the Bible until many 
felt he had a greater knowledge of Greek and other 
languages than some who had degrees from denominational 
seminaries. Every Greek word he discussed, every argument 
he made was carefully checked by acknowledged (and 
"degreed", yes "earned"degrees (whatever that is) scholars. 
His book on the versions remains a classic. 

Wallace was kind and generous, pleasant to deal with, 
but he simply would nota l low the church to be ripped 
asunder by false teachers. He felt that there was no excuse 
for anyone t o  preach anything except the word of God. If it 
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was in the Bible, he believed it. If it was not in God's word, 
he considered it an addition to that word. 

And so eight years after his death his great hooks 
continue to circulate and his new THE ONE BOOK: 
Analyzed and Outlined is snappcd up by hundreds. Yes, 
"He being dead yet speaketh." 

* * * * * * * * * *  
Concerning this new book, which may be ordered from 

Contending for rhe Faith, Brother Guy N .  Woods says: 
"A magnificent volume! DeHoff Publications has made an 
immeasurable contribution to the literature of the brotherhood 
by making available this vast storehouse of information." 

Brother Gary Colley says: 
"I knew and loved brother Foy E. Wallace, Jr., as a son loves a 
father. He was in our home many times and was so in 
Memphis. Tennessee, for his last Gospel meeting. I believe 
"THE ONE BOOK: Analyzed and Outlined," beautifully 
published by DeHoff Publications, is the most oubtandig of 
all the Walhce Publications. Without doubt it is the most 
needed, useful, and outstanding book for our time as well as 
future generations. I believe this work to be the crowning 
effort of his life, schohrship and work. I gladly recommend 
each of its 528 pages to every Gospel preacher young and old, 
elders, deacons, Bible school teachers, and everyone who loves 
Truth and the church for which our Savior died." 

lnstrurnental Music 
And Dialogue - 

~ o b b y  Duncan, 
Editor, VigttMagazine 

Editorial lor November, 1984 

This is not the first article you have seen with reference to 
the subject of instrumental music within the past few weeks. 
Thc so-called "Summit Conferenee" in Joplin, Missouri a 
few weeks ago has resulted in a number of articles in church 
hullctins and in publications such as this onc. Some of these 
articles extol thc confcrenee, while others indieate their 
authors were not so favorably impressed. 

For those who may not know, the conference was a mect- 
ing between certain gospcl preachers and certain memhcrs of 
what somc refer to as the conservative Christian churches. 
Its purpose was to see if therc is any possibility of dissolving 
the diffcrenccs which stand between us and them. It is rea- 
soned that thcir roots, like ours, are in the Restoration 
Movement, and that the only difference between us and 
them is their use of mechanical instruments of music in 
worship. 

This writer strongly feels that some observations arc very 
much in order with refcrence to this conference: 

( I )  Members of the church of Christ who attended this 
conference represented nobody. They expressed in their 
speeches, no doubt, what a number of other people also 
helicve to he truc, hut they were not scnt to he represcnta- 
tives of the church or of any group of people within thc 
church. 

(2) Not only did those attending the conference not 
represent anyone, but they were not, for the most part, 
brethren whose philosophy is representative of most of the 
brethren I know and respect. Those whose idea it was to 
have the conference are not the mcn in our brotherhood who 
are sought after because of their seriptural soundness, their 
Bible scholarship, or even their good judgment in dealing 

with problems. In all fairness, some who were invited to 
speak are brethren whose qualifications in these areas are 
well respected. 

(3) Few, if any, would oppose an effort to win those 
presently in the Christian Church. I, for one, realize also that 
wisdom, patience, and tact must hc used in turning people 
fromcrror to truth. No doubt, most of us have at one time or  
another been impatient - even rude - in our efforts to save 
the lost. But should we hc referred t o  as "knuckleheads" 
simply because we would not he willing for a Christian 
Church preacher to speak to our Biblc classes or occupy thc 
pulpits where we preach? I am not opposed to dialogue, but 
it seems to me that the dialogue which Hardeman and Bos- 
well had in Nashville in 1922 accomplished more to bring 
about correct understanding of the music question than thc 
dialogue which took place in Joplin, where speakers avoidcd 
any specific mention of the instrumental music issue. 

(4) The useof mechanicalinstruments ofmusic in worship 
does not represent a small difference between them and us. 
Look at it this way: There was just a small difference between 
the worship of Cain and that of Ahel (Gencsis 4). The only 
difference was that Cain worshipped in a manner not autho- 
rized. The only thing wrong with the worship of Nadah and 
Ahihu (Leviticus 10) was just a small matter; they used fire 
which was not authorized in the burning of incense. There 
just wasn't much differenee between them and the other 
priests who used only thc fire which God commanded. And 
there is just a small difference between those of us in the 
church of Christ and those in the conservative Christian 
churches (sometimes also referred to as churches of Christ); 
that difference is that we have enough respeet for God's word 
to worship as he has authorized, while thcy, like Cain, 
Nadah, and Ahihu, worship as they please, and not as God 
has authorized. Is this a small difference? 

(5) Romans 14:l-3 does not apply to the subject of instru- 
mental music in worship. Somc have tried t o  show fromthis 
passage that our attitude toward thosc who use the piano in 
worship should he governed by this passage. In other 
words, we oceupy the room of those who had scruples about 
eating meats: we have seruples about the use of instruments 
of music in worship. And while wc are not to violate our own 
consciences by the use of the piano, wemust not judge those 
who, because of superior understanding, know there is 
nothing wrong.in using the instrument, and proceed to useit. 
This is a misuse of the passage, unless it can he shown that 
the use of the piano in worship is, like the eating of meats, a 
mattcr of indifference. Whcn sueh is shown to be thecase, we 
will gladly rcceive into our fellowship those in the Christian 
chureh. - Adamsville church of' Christ, 

4207 Adamsville Parkway, 
Adamsville, Alabama 35005 

Bellview church of Christ recommend- 

Please Place This Lectureship 
On Your 1987 Schedule 

Tennessee Lectureship 
(Just north of Nashville: in laeeabder, m) 

LABOR DAY WEEKEND, 
SEPTEMBER 4-7.1987 
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Offer Of "Sample Bundles" Elicits 
Many 'Takers'; Circulation Growing 

With s o  many doctr inal  issues n o w  facing the brotherhood, i t  i s  dif f icult  t o  
estimate just how  many of each edit ion of Contending lor the Faith t o  pr int  each 
t ime. Of course, we  have t o  pr int  at least enough t o  take care of our  regular 
subscribers, as  a bareminimum; however, of ten w e  have so many orders fo r  "extra" 
copies for th is  or that issue of the paper that we  have t o  t ry  t o  a l low fo r  these, too. 

In any case, over the years, havingaccumulatedalargenumber of "back issues," i t  
seemed l i ke  a good  idea t o  offer t o  send "sample bundles" o f  these ou t  FREE O F  
CHARGE t o  those of our  readers who  would agree t o  distr ibute them local ly where 
they attend, seeking as  many as  possible t os i gn  u p a s  NEW READERS. We sent Out 
SDecial letters to this effect all over the brotherhood. Did i t  work? But  of course! 

Claypool wrote from ,antha M ssodr My 
lntentlnn nas been toorder a b ~ n d  e to pass 
o ~ t t o  membersol theconareuatlon at .amar 
where 1 worship. Everyoneh thk congregation 
has not wanted a copy of the paper, but most 
of the leaders agree with your work. Anyway, 
as long as you will send 12 copies monthly 
and bill mequarteriy, I plan topass themout." 

Vernle Cook, Bono, Arkansas: "I want the 
bundlesof paperand mysubscription renewed 
at once and will endeavor to get other 
subscriptions as time allows." 

For example, brother Vlrgll L. Bowen, an 
elder in Oklahoma City, wrote, "Yes. i would 
liketo havea bundle of yourwonderful paper, 
Contending for the Faith, which we will read 
and pass out toothers. Enclosed isa checkto 
help." (He enclosed $50.00. IYRJr.) "As 
mentioned to you at Piedmont, recently, we 
arestill having astruggle at Putnam City, but 
we have been encouraged this month by 

THE ONE BOOK 
succeeding in getting brother Raymond 
Kuykendall back in the eldership here ... We 
havea new crisis now over theversions. as we 
have announced that we desireonly the King 

Analyzed and Outlined 
James and American Standard versions used 
here in preaching and teaching, but have 
been told a number (about 15) are leaving us 
(N.I.V. people) ... You have been a great 
sourceofencouragement ... I will w o k o n  the 
subscription list." 

C. Stephen Law, minister. Montevallo, F0y E. Wallace, Jr. 
Alabama. resp0nded"Yes. I would beglad to 
receive one of the bundles mentioned and 
encourage those interested in subscribing. 
We havea membership of 35 and usually we 
receive about ten magazines when ordering 
in a bundle." 

"Please send me a bundle of Contending 
lor the Faith to hand out to interested B r o t h e r  Wal lace 's  last book, n e v e r  
parties," Dallas LaFleur wrote from Heber 
Springs, Arkansas. "People need to know 
moreabout Crossroadism and its effectsand A l i f e t i m e  in t h e  m a k i n g  
also about the unity movement with the 
Christian Church. I will do what I can toget M o r e  than 322 ou t l i nes  

the magazine passed out to people as you Truly w a l k i n g  in t h e  old p a t h s  
mentioned in your letter . . "  

Joaeph C. Venable, of Henderson, Tennes- T h r e e  full l e n g t h  lec tu res  by C l e d  

see. renewed his own subscription, saying. 
"Yes. I would iike to receivea bundle of your 
paper 'Contending for the Faith' and i would Two lec tu res  by M.C. K u r f e e s  

be happy to pass them out and at the same 518 l a r g e  6 x 9 pages  
time talk to individuals in  the hope that they 
woulddecide tosubscribe ... l'mthanklul that Bound in b e a u t i f u l  l i n e n  cloth, 
men iike yourself and afew othersarestiii on FOY E WALLACE b. gold s t a m p e d  
the firing line Anytime you and your wife 
are in  the Henderson area please feel tree lo 1896 1979 Truly a col lector 's  book 
stop by . . .  lt'snotottenanymorethatyoucan E v e r y  preacher,  a n d  B i b l e  s t u d e n t  
sit anddiscussthe Biblewith anotherChristian "7he Alexmder Compteii o/ our oge. " .,,,,,, will want this book 
and feel free to touch upon those subjects 
that are tearing the church apart." 

Larry D. Mathls, evangelist, Hickory Knoll 
church of Christ. New Orleans. Louisiana: 
"Shortly after receiving your letter ... i began 
my search for new subscriptions. I have 
"signed up' 14new peoplein NewOrleans ... 

IDEAL FOR GIFTS 
From Jacksonville. Texas. Roger Norihen 

responded. "lra,send mea bundle. I will tryto 
sign some up! I love you for 'contending'." 

AND CHURCH LIBRARIES 
"May I assure YOU that I, too, amappslied at 

the efforts to undermine the Lord's work by ONLY $19.95 ( p l u s  pos tage  $1.44) 
compromisers and Crossroaders," J. Granville 
Jones. of the National City congregation. 
wrote from California. "Your stand against 
these insidious workers is sincerely appre- 

CONTENDING FOR 'THE FAITH 
ciated ... Your offer to send a bundle of 
CONTENDINGFORTHE FAITH touswlthout 

2956 Allshore 
charge is most generous. I would appreciate 
the bundle and will do what I can to obtain 
some subscribers . . "  

"I agree with you completely," George 
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From Junction City, Oregon, John Fehra 
responded. "Please send a bundle to me. 
John Fehra, and I'II see thev are out into 
nangs Also. has a bLnale been sent to Tr 
Clty cnurcl of Cnrlst. P 0 Box 205. R.ddle. 
Oreaon 974607 (NOTE. It ha. now1 IVi7Jr.I 

~ ~~~~ ~ 

~ F e n  i r om as far away as Anchorage, 
Alaska.Ralph Brlnkley wroteenthusiastically, 
"I will be more than happy to sign upany new 
subscriptions that I can-and 11 you want to 
send me some samDles I will see thev are 
s ven to people that i know wno are %anling 
10 know more a b o ~ t  theerrorstnat are be'ny 
taugnt. I subscrbe for 12 copieseacn montn 
and pass tnem o ~ t  to people who are inter- 
ested. I p ~ t  lout 01 live n the foyer eacn 
month at South Anchorage, where I attend. 
ana ammedlately tneyarepicked up.. Liberal- 
lorn is in most 01 the Lord's cnurch nere in 
Alaska Some preacners even useand preach 
out of tne N.I. V -nowever not where we 
attend Brother Clary isour 1ai:nful preacher 
and stands for tne truth. We appreciale your 
cont~nuedstanaaga nsterror . BrotnerRaln- 
water ,s wrltlng you concernng the bundles 
lor thedowntownchurch lwnere nealtends 
and he will work to get new subscriptions." 

J. Donald Mash, minister to Washington 
Street church of Chrlst, of St. Albans. West 
Virginia: "We would be most interested in 
receiving a bundle of CONTENDING FOR 
THE FAITH to be made available during our 
upcoming Lectureship ... We are planning a 
Lectureship for August 11-14, 1987, with the 
theme of 'Prove All Things' I Thess 521.  It is 
designed to teach the truth on Biblical unity 
and other imDortant issues. We feel a vew 
great need fo;thfs tnour area Youare dolng 
agreat work.and weappreclaleyour reeplng 
us nformedconcernlna brotnernoodlssues 

S.nce we already hive rece ved and glven 
out tne free b ~ n d l e  of Conlendiny lor llla 
F21fn " MIS. 0. C. Jones wrote lrom Tvler. ~~~~ - ~ ~~~~~ 

Texas. "I would iike for vou to send the'free . 
bundle to my sister at the address below and 
she will see that they are distributed in her 
area." (NOTE: Bundle sent to Mn. James R. 
Dunn to the address ghen at Bcllrllle, Texas. 
IYRJr.) 

Jlm Cox. Corpus Christi, Texas: "Thank 
YOU for your letter offering the bundle of 
Conlendino lor  the Faifh. Weshall be aiad to 
distribute%emat the Webir Road conbrega- . . 
lion, and also subscription coupons." 

From Duncan. Oklahoma, the Blll Farlays 
resoonded. "Yes. we would like a samDle 
buAd c of Contendrng lor the Fndh .o mfdrm 
people of tne Crossroads Movemen: Bel eve 
11 or not some oeoo.eand churches nave not . . ~ ~  ~.~~ ~ -~ ~ 

learned about this:~o many Deo~ le  Tall' f i r  
anythong new' wlthout eber conslderlng 
whetner 11 is rlgntorwrong Weareasfounded 
at tne ianorance of tne DeoDle of tnls dav and 
tme. G-O~ will bless yob in'all your elforts to 
keep the church pure." 

L. C. Bankhead, of Corsicana, Texas, said. 
"Your letter has just come. Send me a bundle 
of your papers and I'II do the rest ..." 

Writing from Colleyviiie, Texas. Goebel 
Muslc. faithful eosDel  reacher. res~onded, 
"No. I have not y e t  received a bundle: 
however, since I am in full time meeting1 
lecturing and have 'no local congregation.' 
there may not besuchaneed. I will, however, 
distributeanythat aresenttome. Most places 
where i will be you have already sent. the 
preacher has them or they take the paper- 
but for those who do not, I will be glad to 
assist in any way that I possibly can." 

Doug Engllsh, minister. Pontotoc. Missis- 
sirmi: "I am in total aareement with YOU end 
y6;r conclusion on the problems facing the 
church today. Theattacksseem tocome from 
all directions. We must stand for the right, 
point out the wronq. and never waiver no 
hatter what men may say or do. Lack of 
concern forthe will 01 God has beenexpressed 
bysome herein Pontotocand we have had to 
makesome hard decisions ... Pleasesend usa 

bundle of 'Contendina for the Faith.' Will do 
all I can to help in su&criptions:' 

From Lufkin. Texas, Verdell Mordr wrote: 
"No, have not received bundle ... Begladto.. ." 

Kenneth Flnley, 01 Garden City, Michigan. 
wrote: "Please send the literature mentioned .. . 
I have been sending tapes, booksand copies 
of Conlending lor the Faifh to California 
wherethere were problems with Crossroads." 

From Wadswonh, Ohlo. their minister 
Donald R. Cooper responded: "Your letter ... 
received just a couple of days ago. Yes, I 
would like to havea bundleof CONTENDING 
FOR THE FAITH to give to selected femilies 
of our congregation. 

"As vou know, I have been asubscribsr for 
several years And, l have recommended 11 to 
many of my preacher lrlends As one mlgnt 
expert. tne reacttons have been mtred As 
one who has weacned tne gospel for 35 
years Iamllndlngmy c~rcleoffnendsgrow~ng 
smaller and smaller because of tne o~beral 
onllLenceS at work ~n t t e  brotherlluud I am 
fond~ng lewer and fewer paces lo preach 
also Many congregatlons, some of wnlch 
helDed eslabllsll nu lonaer welcome me as 
thev oncedid. ~ h j s  is ~ e r l i a ~ s  one ot the most 
dlsappoinllng expeAences ol  any gospel 
preacher. But, I am thanrfultnat lnerert IIare 
some imanvl who do amreciate those of us , .  ~~ ~ 

who a;e trvfns tostand for the riaht. 
"I appreciafe yourstand and ~Grd i l igence 

in trying to keep us informed concerning 
these matters. Yours is the most onen used 
source of information available to those of us 
who are fighting iiberaitsm and worldliness 
todav. I Drav that God will keeD vou in this 
servicefdrm'any more years and ihitsomeone 
will rise uptotakeyour placewhenyouareno 
longer able to carry on. 

"I'II do what I can to promote your publl- 
cation herein Wedsworth and thesurrounding 
area ... 

Alfred Abernathy. Lexington, Tennessee: 
"Please sent me a bundle of your paper for 
distrihlltion . . . . . . . . . . . 

From Worth ngton. Indlana. Rlch Rogers 
wrote 'Just rece~ved your etter Please send 
thattreeDundleofCon:endinglor theke!Ih to 
tne Coal C~ ty  church I already have signed 
uptnreeor foursubscr~bersand posted tnem 
to you. We are very small and sumewnat 
elderly nere, b ~ t  wlil try to encourage others 
to do so Thank you so mucn for th s *and 
offer we love ruu and back y o ~ r  work nere 
where I Dreach a~so How about a revlew of 
Rubel's Shelly's new book on Instrumental 
MUSIC.). We're ~11.1 walllna on ttat allto- 
biography ..." 

- 
Wllllam H. fflng, Nashville. Tennessee: "I 

would like to request one of the bundles of 
Contendin for the Faifh. I plan to distribute 
tnem at tnecongregat~on at wh ch I worsh p 
Tnank  yo^ for taklng a stand for thetrutn at a 
tame wnen it ssoeasy todrlf l  wlt l l t l  e wur d ' 

"I recenved y3ur .etter ard appreciate the 
work tnal you contlnuetodoforthe Master s 
cause ' CharlasR Davls wrole from Castallan 
springs, Tennessee. "Please send me your 
sample bundle of Conlending lor the Faifh ... 
Thank vou . . . ~ ~ .  ... , - . 

Gavln G. Corlell, minister lo  the Lower Paw 
Paw church of Christ, of Lower Salem. Ohio. 
said: "It truly saddens my heart to see such a 
departingfromthegospel truthas in the ways 
you mention in your letter (BostonICross- 
roads movement, the so-called 'unity' move- 
mentalong with the'anti'and other doctrines 
of error. 

"This is my first full time local work as a 
gospel preacher. I've been ever so blessed to 
begin working with the congregation here at 
Lower Paw Paw where brother Fred Davls 
was once the minister. We were saddened a 
couple of months ago lo have a young man 
that once attended here come back to visit 
and the llrst nlght here started with Boston 
teachings. When he found that hecoulp gain 
no ground with me, since we are wlthout 

eldersat tne presenttlme (weareon tne roao 
to appolntnng tnem soon) he began v s tang 
themembersat thew homes lt%as tonoava~l 
lor t ley  told lllm ~ULU# I  elalk tame Henevcr 
and Inadp alnly toldn~mthatasiongas I nad 
anytnlng to do wltn the congregatlon here 
t n e l  false doctrlnc would be r t o o ~ e d  Tne 
reason tne congregatlon took tne siana tnat 
tne) dld was beca .setne{ were nlormed and 
knew wnatlney were hr~nOapproacnedw~fn 

The army can haveah tne weapons in the 
word  and no1 know the enemf therefore I 
agree that they mLst beiriormed Please sena 
me the b ~ n d l e   yo^ mentioned and I I be 
haDDv to Dlace them In the nands of the 
membership with a subscription blank. 

"Brother Rice. I thank my God formensuch 
as yourself for the stand you take in 'CON- 
TENDING FOR THE FAITH'. I only pray that 
moreofour brethren will standand becounted 
as true soldiers of the cross ..." 

From the Flora churcn of Christ, of Flora. 
Illlno!s. Don Flanagan responaed. "I wlsn t 
were~oss~bleto hel~flnanclallv, but .cannot. 
  ow ever, sending 'bundies is'a good idea. 
Therefore, please find a list of church ad- 
dresses enclosed. 

"CONTENDING FORTHE FAITH and other 
of your printed materials come to me at my 
Mt.Vernon, illinoisaddress, but I am preaching 
at Flora. Illinois. I plan to retire in the la11 and 
move back to MI. Vernon. So I wish to 
continue receiving yourpaperat that address. 
But please send a bundle to the Flora, Illinois 
address. I will do what I can. 

... YOU are doing a great work. It saddens 
faithful brethren to see the church in the 
throes of amstasv. A l  a oreachers' meetina 
some tlme'bacr one {duoy preacher wai 
preacnlngonlove InthecoLrseof h~sspeecn. 
hesald tnat CONTENDING FOR THE FAlTh 
d.d oot serve as o good cxample of dlseml- 
"along lose After h sspeecn I told ntm that a I 
of US here know what Daoer vou nad .n mlna 
and dod mat s ta le rnh i  enianale from h.s 
great heart of ove?Heq~#cklyapOlog zed 

Woodrow Cagle Pnkevol~e, Tennessee 
Would aDDrec!afe the bLndle of DaDer Not 

many in OLI congregatlon nave Lsea the 
paper riop.ng lnls m,gnt create Interest In 11 

From MI JLI et Tennessee. Vernle D. 
~ h l t i e l t  wrote ' w e  wouod lohe lo have a 
b ~ n d l e  and help in tnls work Send a ound e 
adoressed to Greenh~ll church ol  Chrlst. 
H*v 70.M1. Juilel.Tenn 37122ond we willgo 
toviork informing as much of the brotherhood 
as we can ... Don't forget the Subscription 
c o u ~ o n s  to sian uo new readers." 

~b;othy ~ a r r l s ,  bf Bovnton Beach, Florida, 
s a d  "I did recelve a oLna e and dstr bLted 
them anonp our members at MI! tary Tra I 
cnurcn of Cnrtst They wereenlnus.as1 ca ly 
received. We could "se,pome more if we 
would not be imposing.. . 

Oscar Prlce, Springhill. Louisiana: "Please 
send me a bundle ..." 

From New Port Richey. Florida. Chds E. 
Steele, minister, wrote: "We would be inter- 
ested in having asample bundle of yourpaper 
to distribute. I have always trusted your 
~~bl icat ionfor factual  materialon thecurrent 
irends amonq us. Thanks for making this -..-. .- "" 

Darld M. Van Hoowr, from Saglnaw. Mlcnn- 
gan, agreed. Yes, pease send a bundle of 
Contendrng lor the Faith and I' I slgn up rew 
readers here:' 

iappreciateso muchtheworkyou continue 
to do through Contending for lhe Faith," 
Ernest Loomls, minister and elder,Seymour, 
MiSSoUrI, wrote. "It is in many respects a 
thankless job but one that is muchneededto 
warn the brotherhoodofthedangersweface, 
though many refuse to be warned. 

"There area few here thatreceivecontend- 
ingforfheFaith, but I would beglad to receive 
a bundle for distribution and will encourage 
otherstosubscribetothepublication. I would 
iike tosee the paper in every household.. 
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"Though the outlook isdiscouraging some- B l l l6  Laurle Mlelke. Ogdensburg, WiSCOn- - BrockM. Hartwlgsen, of Lockport, New York, 
times, wecan't afford to become weary in Well sin: "Your offer of free sample bundles of sent in five new ones; Daus church of Chrlsl, 
doing. We can plant, water and warn. but it is Contending for the Faith is a good one. Not Dunlap, Tennessee (6 new); Wllllam Smart. 
God who gives the increase. And by such only will itopeneyesbut you may PlCkuPneW Smithville, Ontario. Canada (one renewal. 
teaching and warning, the respons~biiity Is subscriptions. We would be happy to receive five new): Raymond Hagood, minister. Need- 
shifted to those who hear." 25copies. We could probably giveout more, morellndian Mound, Tennessee, turned in 

Blll Lockwood, minister, East Flagstaff but 25 would cover our lamilies here." one renewal and nine new. saying, "I meant to 
church of Christ, Flagstaff. Arizona: "I will be "We have not received your Sample bundie tend to this mattersooner, but my father was 
happy lo visit Chandler with a bundle Of of Contending lor IheFaith but would liketo killed in an accident on January 30. He was 
papersforcontending IortheFaithtoseek to very much.'' Blll SchoolLy, of West Monroe, run over whilecrossing thestreet. He was hit 
gain more subscribers ... Louisiana, wrote. "Pleasesendonelmmedlate- bya motorcycle traveling about 89 m.p.h. and 

"Here area few newsubscriptionsfor your ly and keep up the good work." was killed instantly. Keep up the good work 
good paper." Henry Coleman, of Crossett. I and may the paper continue to prosper"; 
Arkansas, wrote. "I1 you will pleasesend men * t * * * *  Irene Copeland. of Nauvoo, Alabama, (six 
bundle to pass out, maybe we can get some Meanwhle,fromevery direction,herecome new):DonaldR. Cooper, Wadswonh. Ohio (7 
more readers." thesubscriplionstoContendingfortheFaifh. new): WIIIIam W. Dads, Denver. Colorado (3 

- 

Bsllvirv church o/Chrisr calls your arrenlion r e  

THE FIFTH ANNUAL MISSOURI-KANSAS LECTURES 
SEPTEMBER 20-24, 1987 

"The Unity Of The Spirit" 
SCHEDULE OF LEC? 

7:W 

8:W 

'URES 
SUNDAY. SEPTEMBER 20 DIC~ Sztanyo "Rrcsivr Yc Onc AnothcrS- The Relation- 

Randy Watson Uniry Within the Loeal Congregation 
Louie Ward "Thus Saith The Lord God Unto The 

Sheoherdsm-The Role Of Elders tn 

ship of Romans 14:l-127 to Unity 
Carry Stanlon "lfThere Come Any Unto You And Bring 

Not This Doetrine" - Does Doetrine 
Affcel Unity? ~reiching and Maintaming Unity-Ezektcl 

? A  #.in - ... ." 
Jack Williams "There Are Certain Men Crept in Iln- 

awarcs2'- Dealing Wilh Disrupted Unity- 
The Book OfJude 

Toney Smith Are There Christians In All Denomina- 
lions7 

WEDNESDAY. SEPTEMBER 23 

Art Smith "One Lord"- Ephesians 4:s 
Marvin Rickel: I s  Unity With The Christian Church 

Biblically Porsiblc? 
Oran Rhodes "Fellowship One With Another" - The 

"Apostle of Lovernand Unity - The Book MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
5111 Gorlng "I Camr Nut To Ssnd Peace, But A 

Swords'- When Unitv Demands Div~sion- 
of I John 

Curtis Cates '.That Thev Mav Be Onc" - The Lord's 
Matthew 1034-39 

Mac Deavcr The Kind Of Unity God Doer Nor Want 
Oran Rhodes Fellowship One With Anolher" - The 

"A~oslle 01 Love" and Unitv - The 

Prayer ~ o ; ~ n i &  - John 17 
Riehard Marney "Owe No Man Anything, But To Love 

Om Anothcr" The Rehtionrhia of ~r 

Love and ~ " i t y  - Romans 13:8-10 
Susie Wyatt The Dangers 01 ZIot Having Christian 

Fellowship (Ladies Only) 
Ouestian and Answer Session - Curtis Gates. Michael Wavtr. ~, 

Richard Marsey 
Curtis Cates The Relationship of the First Century 

Corinthian ChurchTo Uniry 
Michael Wyalt 'One Body"- Ephesians4:4 Judy O'Connor The Role ofbornen 

MaintainingUnity InTheChurch(iadier 
Onlv) - ,, 

Question and Answer Session - Oran Rhodes. Mac Dealer. 
Roy C. Deaver 

Mac Deaver I s  The Present Division Simply A Matter 
of -Hermeneutics'? 

Roy C. Deaver The Silence of the Scriptures and Unity 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

David Ddienbaugh "One H o p e "  Ephesians4:4 
J imwonnor  "And They Took ... Without Seeking 

Council 01  God" A Lesson From the 
Gibcanitei -Joshua 9 

Oran Rhodcs "Fellowship One With Anolher" - The 
"ApostleolLove"and Unity - The Book 
of 1 John 

Don Deffenbaugh "One S p i r i t "  Ephesians 4:4 
Dub McClirh An Examination of the Current Unity 

Movement - WhereThey Are. How They 
Got There. WhercThey Are Going 

Pal Suries "For Such n Time Ar This" - A Bio- 
graphical Sketch of Esther (Ladies Only) 

Question and Answer Scrsion - Dub McClilh. Don Delien- 
baugh. Charles Coats 

Dub McClish "One Fairh"- Epherians4:S 
Charles Coalr What Price Unity* 

TIJESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
J. C. Davidson "One God and Father" - EDhesians4:6 
Glen Elliott "One Baptism"- ~phesianf 4:s 
Oran Rhodes "Fcllawrhtp One With Another" - The 

L L A ~ ~ ~ t i e  Of Lovewand U n ~ t v  - Thc Book 
of i J O ~ "  

Dean Fuget "We're All Sinners Anyway ..." 
RobcrtTsiylor "Endeavoring to Keep the Unity of the 

Spirit in the Bond of Peace" -Ephesians 
A-1.1 
7..  ~* 

Irene Taylor "Earnestly Contend For The Faith" - 
The Woman's Role (Ladles Only) 

Question and Answer Session - Robert Taylor. DickSnlanyo. 
Dean Fugel 

39th Street Church of Christ 15331 East 39th Street Independence, Missouri 64055 
816-478-0266 or 373-4946 
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new); Kenneth Nelaen, aided by WIIIIs Pack. 
both o f  Lake Placid. Florlda ( i t  nen): MR. 
Zelpha Sprague. Lawton. Oklanoma (1 new) 
Max R. Crumley. Sr.. San Jose. Calilorn'a ( l o  
new). Robert R. Hennen. Holbfook. Pennsyl- 
vanla (13 new). Robed W. Gulhde. Orlando 
Florida 15 n e w l  nester Knar Mobndnville ,. ~~~~~~~ 

West ~ i t a i n i a  13 new): John Proost. Abilene. 
Texas (Zienewals. one new), ~ o h n  L. Toney 
Tornado. West Jlrglnla (2 renewals and 3 
new-a1 for 3 years each). Loulw Lavender 
ValdOSta. tieOrqla.sen1 nlne renewals.savlrlu 
"Appreciate yo6 keeping usinformed":~~nnid 
Bynum. Wh,tehouse, iexas (2 renewals, 12 
newl. WynemaChenaull. Lawndale. Cal~fornna 
16 newl. Gertrude W. Brov. Vosllant Mlchl- 
gan, sent one renewal and-ondnew subscrip- 
ilon say ng, "Morehavebeen promisedandl 
hope to get them in the near future ..I do 
not want l o  miss a s.nale #ssLe. I am in dlre 
need 01 them. Please kekp on keeping on. for 
thisls asource of strength toso many of us": 
James H. Rohr. Massillon, Ohio (3 new); 
Robert D. Jones, Kenton, Tennessee (7new): 
Edward Splvey, TarranLAlabama ( I  renewal. 
13new); Doyle Dyer for the Reynochurch of 
Chrlst. Reyno, Arkansas (39 new); B. F. 
Blgham, Northport, Alabama (11 new)-and 
still they keep rolling in. 

Tyler Young, 01 Bergstrom AFB. Texas. 
Writes: "I am interested in obtaining back 
issues. and would like to know if  it's possible 
to get bound volumes of past years ... l would 
like very much to add Contending for the 
Fal;th to my library. 

I also wanted to let vou know that I 
fervently I111 up my prayer; elth  yo^ and lor 
YOL (andall who support and work wlth you) 
that vou mlahtcontlnLeto hear m~chlruotfor ~. ~ ~ ~ . .  
the kingdo&-not only here, but in the Far 
East a i a  evertwhere: l t  s Indeed a great 
Prlv lege to support and pray for the work of 
t hech~ rch  on As~a.analolhanktheFall~er far 
faithful brethren like you. May ~ o d  bless us 
with more brethren who will useevery means 
Of communication, transportation and publi- 
cation to preach the aos~el .  I bid vou ail God 
"v---. 

(NOTE: Inexprnslngappmclatlon lor  such 
wondertul words of encouragement. we ad- 
vised brother Young that we have BOUND 
VOLUMES 01 ALL 17 YEARS that we have 
published Conlandln# lo r  the Fallh through 
1886. Purchased alngly, these would cost 
$123.26 per set: however, when orderlnp a 
whole wt,lustrend$lW.W wlth yourorder- 
and we'll pay the postage. Also, I1 you 
suthorlze us to place your atandlng o~de r l o r  
blumvolumea, wel l  send theseautomatlcally 
each year when we get them beck lrom the 
Mndery and bffl you, l e u  2OH dlscount, plus 
oostaoe. Just let ua know when youorderthe 
iet. - 

All such orders (and atandlng orders) 
ahould be addressed to CONTENDING FOR 
THE FAITH. ZSSBAllshore, Memphls,Tennu- 
see 38118. IYRJr:) 

"Stones and sttcksare thrown only at fruit- 
bearing trees."-The Christian Message, a 
weeklybulletin oftheKlangchurchof Christ, 
Klang. Malaysia. 

The Jlm Dearmam, now in their second 
year 01 missionary work at Klang, Malaysia. 
have moved into a new address. It is: No. 7, 
Solok 4, K.w. 16. Tamm Buklt Cemeriang. 
41300 Klang, Malaysia. Their telephone num- 
ber 3415733. 

Ernest L. Bentley, of Oak Ridge, Tennessee: 
"Our check is on its way to Pensacola in 
response to your plea lor funds to provide a 
building at KLANG ... Isn't itashamethat with 
all the money available in the brotherhood 
there still is none available when needed?" 

Howell Blaham. of Sheffield. Alabama. 
sends a note~toe;press my appreciation for 
the fine work ... i n  standing lor the truth 
and ... against and hating everyfalse way ... It 
is sad that manv in the church do not know 
WhattheBible hastosay onthefirst principles 
of the oracles of God ..." 

MAILING LIST IN - 
TRANSITION PERIOD 

For the past lour months we have been In 
the process 01 changlng the malllng IIst lor 
Conlendlng lo r  lhe Fanh to our own com- 
puter. I t  has taken s long tlme to get every- 
thing done ncoeuary to changlng the date 
of such a large 1181 to an entlnly new system 
and a completely dlllerent operatlonsl pro. 
cedure. There stlll are some "buos' In the 
new program, but the te~hniclans-belle.; 
d l 1  be 'up and runnlng" wlthln the next 
week to ten day% 

We spologlze lor the delay we have had In 
updatlng our malllng llst, and look loward  to 
the llme when we can have all correcllons 
and addltlons current. 

In Y. Rlce, Jr., Edltor 

'CROSSROADISM" SLATED FOR 
DISCUSSION AT ALL-DAY EVENT, 

OCTOBER 10,1987 
Freed-Hardeman College has announced 

an ail-day discussion of what is commonly 
referred to as "Crossroadism" from 9 a.m. to 
330 p.m.. October 10. 1987. at Loyd Audi- 
tonum, Henderson, Tennessee. 

Under the general description of a Preach- 
ers and Church Leaders Forum, the overall 
topic of this event is "Discipling, Church 
Growth, and Unity." Participants will b e S b w  
Johnson, minister, New York City Church of 
Christ; AI Balrd, elder, Boston Church of 
Christ; and Earl Edwards and Wlnlord Clal- 
borne, assistant professors of Bible. Freed- 
Hardeman College Howard Norton, editor. 
Christian Chronicle, will serve a: moderator. 

According to announcement, there will be 
an opportunity for the audience to question 
the speakers. Specific topics for discussion 
will include 1) Discipling; 2) Church Growth 
and methods of Evanoelism: 31 Biblical 
Church Organization; i n d  4)  cause and 
Remedy for Division among Brethren. 

Davla M. Wrlght. 13. Breezemount Grove. 
Conlig., New Townards. County Down, North- 
ern Ireland: "As elsewhere in the world, the 
current issues have, to say the least, come to 
Our Irelandand theU.K. Unitvin Diversitv.the 
Crossroads Movement, an0 the Dovoice 8 
Remarriage IssJes have come Honever. we 
are an old-oalos assemblv on0 s ~ e h .  wlth 
God's help, weshall remain:~earesetibrthe 
defence of the gospel 

In London there is now a Crossroads 
,Assembly that is qrowinq like a 'bush-fire.' 
They now train mainy young peopleand plan 
to Send two hundred to Scotland. Recently 
they sent forty of their people to Australia. 

"At present (February 21, 1987). here in 
Northern Ireland, we have Rubel Shelly and 
Jim McGulggan sharing the same speaking 
Feliowshi~ meetina in Holvwood. Countv 
Down I do not hav i to  lntorm you as to what 
brotner Shelly belaeves and teaches So,  yo^ 
can well aoarecnate tnat we are under seine. .- ~ . - 7 7  ~ ~~~ ~ ~ - ~ - 

hence this letter o f  aomal lo YOU and v&r 
local assembly and 11s elden. 

' I  once reaa a copy ot Contending for rhe 
Fatth that dea t with R ~ b e l  Sheltv's teach nq 
and I recall being so very impressed, and yei 
sad, by the sound reply to Shelly ... l need at 
least fitly copies of that special issue, or 
should I State that the defence 01 the Lord's 
teaching needs theseissues. Can you help? ... 

If you know of anyone in your local 
assembly. or if the elders would care  to..^ 
fomard~twenty-five copies each issue of 
Contending k r  the F8ith. Icannotstress how 
much such Christian kindness would help us 
on our behalf. Do please present our sincere 
appeal to your eiders. 

"Maureen and I have heard so muchof vour 
stand for the truth and through this lettei we 
do send you every encouragement. We love 
you much in the Lord ... 

"Throughout our worldwide brotherhood, 
the Lord's church is in a very grave crisis, I 
believe since 1969 when I first noticed seeds 

of error So manyareasleepana others prefer 
10 remaln so: b.t there are the few. God's 
fa l tn f~ t .  wn0 w ~tcontend. aclcna and r e l ~ s e  

~ - 

anything other than old-paths teaching ... 
"Although we have never met, one day, i f  

we remain faithful, we will in God's heaven. 
This we can be certain about as our Lores 
word is safe course in tlme, in death and on 
judgment day it will be our shield and 
defender. 

"May we all then be found to be a ~ e o p l e  
who have as the r aally companion lne holy 
oracles o l  God in tho~ght ,  word and deed 
rememberma that no man or ladv aa ns a 
crown by s16ply w!shlnq for 11 out bG6ghtlng 
the good flght of falth. llvlng \al~antly Gods 
trulh tlll death or J~~8#scnrnes  

(N0TE:The aellvlew church ot Chrlst, our 
s~ons~rs.(~elvosmanysuch requeslsr  tho 
loregolng, vla Contandlng lor the Folth. So 
many, In fact, that there lltenlly Is no way for 
us to respond eflectlvely to them all wlthout 
other congregations and lndlvlduals rallying 
wlth contrlbutlono to our "conlandlng-lor. 
Wle-lerth FUND." MI such conlrlbutlons should 
be made out to Bellvlew chunh 01 Chrlrt and 
cloarly earmarked lor  ouch u w  accordingly. 

YOU mentioned wonllnp at leost 60 cop1.r 
01 a rpecbl  Issue we prlnted replylng to 
Shelly," I responded to brother Wrlght under 
dote of March 13, 1007. "We how. publlrhed 
more than one Issue along thls llne; however, 
I now havecounted out SOco~lesoftheIssue 
I thlnk you ruler to; and It Is headed your way 
bysurtace mall. I ahould thlnk It would arrlre 
wlthln leas than a month. No charge. I'll 
Inclose a copy herewlth so you will know 
whlch Issue It Is that I am aendlng. 

"Also, at your request, we'll be wndlng 15 
cwlea 01 each Issue lor one year. I'll lnvlte 
othen on Ihh dde 01 the Atlanllc to pay lor 
these. Perhaps, when the year Is up, the 
churchtherecoulddosothereafler ..." IYRJr.) 

H.W.LOwe, Jr.. Detroit. M1chigan:"l navea 
great need, informationally and spiritually, 
for yourpublication. I Consider i t  an honor to 
be among those who are serious enough 
about the Faith and who love his Truth 
enough, that they wish to receive and utilize 
the finest, most trustworthy, sources 01 
spiritual'intrabrotherhood'information avafl- 
able, ie.. 'Contending for the Faith." 

LwlsC. W , o f  St. Louis. Misouri. renewed 
for another three years, saying, " ~ i e p  up the 
good work." 

BetW Whlte. Letart, West Virainia: "Eniov 

Cor. 13, 1 have never seen a publication so 
filled with malice. Any further of your publi- 
cation will be refused." 

Joseph Meador, editor, of Madisonvilie, 
Kentucky, reports having increasedthe circu- 
lation of In Word 8 Doctrine to 1,5W per 
month. Welike hisstyle. Healso isdirectorol 
The School ot lhe Bible, which is to begin in 
Seatember. - ~ 7 ~ -  -~ 

MR. Allle Dolen, San Diego, California: 
"Thank you for being there and for Contending 
tor the Faith.'' 

Wlth Barry Hatcher, formerly of Redwater. 
Texas, havlng moved to Sanduskb/Birming- 
ham. Alabama. oleoaralorv lo aoina overseos 
as i mission&y. 0ran  hodi is, fgrmerly of 
Rising Star, Texas, now has moved to Red- 
water as his replacement. 

Shan Jackson. evanaelist. Palacios. Texas: 
'It still dumblo~nds m> as to the extent that 
our brethrcncontlnuefel~lngfortheschem~s 
of Satan-b~t 7000 will not bow' I us1 
returned from two weeks of camp with 
teenagers W2 had i.ve haatisms and many 
opponunit es to do s o ~ n d  teach ng 

Malthew F. Rvan lormer v of C~ l lman .~ . 
Alabama, now has moved o n  to ~ e i i n a t o "  . 
Shores, Florida. 

Mrs. W. C. Morgan, of Verden, Oklahoma, 
deceased May 3.1986. 
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Mrs.Sue M.Crow, Lawton, 0klahoma:"My of Contending lor the Failh. Excellent. Goe- 
bel'sarticle wasespecialivfine. Itfocusesthe 

ANNUAL ASIAN LECTURESHIPS INSPIRE 
SIMILAR EFFORT IN  CENTRAL AFRICA 
When falthldl m sstonar es in As a were 

plann ng the Annual Asran B8ole Leclures to 
take the place of the d scred tedAnnuelAs8en 
M~ss~onery Forums, wh cn now have aposta- 
lazed, llttle dld they dream that s ~ c h  woud 
fnsDore orethren .n other oarls o l  tne world to 

aLnt (Mrs. W. C. Yorgan) IS deceased and I 
w o ~ l d  appreclateyodrsendlng yoLr magazlne 
l o  m e ~ n t # l l t  erDlres If I ftnd l t t r ~ e t o t h e  New 

strJggle in wh ch we l lnd~o j rse lve~ engaged 
;n,Sngapore and now .nn lndonr la  

DO not brethren know thatJoe Cannon is Testament teaching, I will at that time re- 
subscribe. 

i am enjoying and iearningfrom your only 
issue I have ever seen-the one on the 

in fellowship with ~ostonl61osiioads-and 
lhat thls c ~ o t  s lrylng to captdre the estab- 
lshed works In S.ngaporeand Jakarta? How 
can thevaeso bl~nd?Tne'ballleisaltheaate' ~ h s r o a d s l ~ o s t o n  Issue:' 

The overall theme of the Fllth Annual 
~lssourl-Kansas Lectures, September 20-24. 
1987, wili be "The Unity of the Splrlt 

"go thou and do likewise:" 
and 1he'~merican church must somehowsee tiowever dnderdateof24J~ne. 1987. from 

Zamola. Central Alrfca, brolher Aaron S. M. 
Mantantllo. wrote. In Dart, as follows 

whet is occurring right under their noses 
"I pray God yoL w i l l f ~ l l y  inform brethren of 

wnat istal.ng placeand Lsetneartlclestnat I 
and otner bretnren nave wr tten over tne as1 MISSIONARY JOURNEY TO GHANA "I am ~ a ~ i n s s p e c i a l  trit;utetovouwho had 

spent m'uch time to recordall theinformation 
at the Second Annual Asian Bible Lecture- 
ship. This I term or call itas'special Spiritual 
food,'which rechargesour Christian spiritual 
batteries. These batteries should be found 
ever ready, when Jesus comesfortheSecond 
Time. 

The West African nation of Ghana isone of 
the most fruitful fields of evangelism in the 
world today. Since the introduction of New 
Testament Christianity into lhis nation of 15- 

- ~~ -~ 

year to fight against this false movement in 
Asia. 

"I am of one mindand spirit with you in this 
great struggle for the future of the Lord's 
work in Southeast Asia. God grant you the 
strength and years to press the battle to its 
conclusion. Truth must triumph. Count on 
me to assist in whatever way possible." 

Jlmmle HIII, of Orlando. Fiorida, was sup- 
posed to be going to Ghana as a missionary. 
"Since our last newsletter," he wrote, "we 
have been informed that the Ghanian govern- 
ment is no1 going to increase the quota 
necessary lor missionary families from the 
Lord's church to enter Ghana and work wlth 
full resident status. I do not know why, but I 
respect the decision. What this means to me. 
Lindaand Julie is that we wili not be going to 
Ghana. Even though we are terribly disap- 
pointed, we are not and will not be undone 
nor discouraged. We've constantlyprayed 
that the Lord's will bedone and so 11 is. Let 11 
be. Amen. 

"We have chosen as an alternate place to 
work the American Samoas. It h a s  been 
under consideration for some limeand It. too. 
will beagood placetodotheLord's work. We 
would ask your continued support in this 
effo rt... Please pray for this effort. 

"Samoa is two countries-Western Samoa 
and American Samoa, united by a single 
description-lush, green, mountainousPacific 
Islands halfway between Hawaiiand Australia. 
Although American Samoa isa United States 
territory. it is still one of the few places lett 
whosecultureand tradition havesurvived an 
influence of the Western way of life. 

"Pago Pago is the capital of American 
Samoa and is the gateway to both Samoas. 
Western Samoa, whose capital is Apia, is an 
independentcountry, lessdeveloped but more 
picturesque than American Samoa. The two 
Samoas are almost the same, ethnically 

m l ~ o n  SOL saq~arter.ofacen!~ryago. many 
t n O ~ s a n d 5 0 f p r e C l O L S ~ 0 ~ l ~  naveobeyed tne 
aosoel and over 300 conareaat ons have "...I am imDressed verv much with the 6G;l ebtanlished. Several cokr&aations have lectdresh p  yo^ nold tneie often I have 

coped yodr p a n  . nope yoLr plan shal. ae 
lnflJence l o  O L ~  local BlDle worksnoo Cdr- 

membersnops of 500or more New congrega- 
!Ions are be~ng eslaDllshed every montn 

Beea~st? thereareonlvtwo resldenl Amerl- rentlv, on 4th July t o7 th~u l v .  thereshall bea  
can missionary familie; in Ghana, much of Boble LeclLresh,p at hamwlanga Chrlstlan 

M sslon Secondary Scnool. Kalomo.Zamb~a 
If tne oraanlzatlon Inere wall De I a~e  voLrs I 

me evangel sllc o~ l reach  1s alded by g r o ~ p s  
of Ameracan gospe preacnersgo ng over for 
snort oerlods of lame to asslst resldent shall se<d you a copy ofthe same ...,: 

James A. Stlnson. Maroa. Illinois: "I do like 
to read Contending lor the Failh." 
2nd ANNUAL MISSISSIPPI LECTURESHIP 

missioiaries and Ghanian brethren. 
In August, brother Frank Falrcloth, of 

Bridoeoort. Alabama. and I will be leadina a - - - -  . 
group of four young gospel preachers (B r i i e  
Leonard, Kevln Rutherford. Trent Wheeler, 
and Dan Winland, Jr.) on a three-week 
campaign. We will conduct a one-week 
trainina school for Ghanian Dreachers and 

Tne 2nd Annual M!ss!ssrpp! Leclureshrp .s 
slated tor A d g ~ s t  23-27. 1987. wlth the East 
Ma~ncn~ rcho fCh r~s t  OfTdoelo M,ssnssloal , . ., ~~ -~ 7 7 .  

serving as host. 
J. Cleo Scott, Temple, Texas: "I enjoy your 

paper. Keep up the good work. If someone 
doesn't expose error, where shall we end 
uo?" 

church-leaders, which will deal with church 
history, theNewTestament Church,and how 
to meet denominational errors. In addition. 
we wili conduct gospel meetings for various 
congregations and be actively involved in 
preaching on the streets and in the market 

BIBLES FOR INDONESIA 
PRINTING UNDERWAY 

Pat McGae 
places of ihe cities. 

Ted Wheeler, resident missionary in Tema 
andaformerstudentof mine, will beour host. 
We believethattheLord will useourenorts to 
produce much fruit in His kingdom. Wesolicit 
the prayers of our brethren for the safety and 
success of our missionary journey. 

-Rod Rutherlord, lnsfruclor 
Memphis School of Preaching 

4400 Knight Arnold Road 
Mem~his. Tennessee 38118 

It is good and exciting news that I bring to 
you brethren relative to the urgent need for 
Biblesin lndonesia. Somefew monthsago we 
made a brotherhood-wide appeal for help to 
purchaseor print the olderand more reliable 
translation ofthe Indonesian Bible. There has 
been a wonderful response and during my 
last tripto Indonesia (Jan.-March of this year) 
we met wlth oflicials from the Indonesian 
Bible Society and signed an agreement with 
the Society to begin printing immediately 
10.WO copies of God's word to be used in 
the work throughout lndonesia. 

The Bible Society tells us that the Printing 
should be done in timefordeliveryto be made 
about mid-summer. One-fourth of the total 

W. R. Cralg, Cldsler Box 5016, -dcedale. 
M ss ss,pp~ 39452 'After 21 years n tne fle d 
of Dreacner tra~nlng at the close o l  the 1986- 
87sess on I c osed-tne Oklahoma College of 
tne B bleand School of Preach#ngandmoved 
l o  L~cedale Mlsssslool l o  Dreach lor tne 

speaking. 
"Toaether. Western and American Samoa 

cover an area of appror malely 1 173 sqJare 
males wltn acomblned  pop^ allon of 184 191 
zo 112 T ~ P  clnmale is troo~cal wntn temoera- 

b i l l  has been paid with the remainder due 
immediately upon completion. Dependingon 
the value olthe U. S. dollar at lhe lime (which 
has been droDDina dramatically of late), the 

~- 

church here: The school was'bebun in 1988 
with W. R. Craig and the late W. S. Boyett as 
co-founders. Theschool operated first in Elk 
City, Oklahoma and the last t t  years in 
McLoud. Oklahoma. During its 21-year his- 

~~~ ~ ~~ ~ 

tures ranaina in the 70.~10 80's year round. 
The oft c;al ianguage is Samoaq althoLgn 
Eng ~ s n  is sposen by a b o ~ l  85% of tne 
nono lat on ThecLrrencv in Amerlcan Samoa 

total cost shoirld-be between'S35.000 and 
$40.000. Over $22,000 of lhis alwady has 
heen raised: theremainder isvet to beraised. tory.onethoLsandst~dents~1tendedc asses 

Grad~alesander-sl~denlsolthescnool now 
are oreach naor servlna aselders n 12states 

----.-..- ~ ~ ~ ~ - - ~  ~ ~, 
is the U.S. dollar with the same value and 

-, 

Your re~onseth;sfar isverycommendable. 
lnflat~on rate as hete on the mad  and The 
Amerocan Samoan government 1s admlnls- 
lered h v  the U S deoartment of the Interlor 

Thank  yo^ and Pralse be toGodl We pray lhat 
congregatlons and lndlvld~als w ~ l l  get t h~s  
word a r o ~ n d  and neb  rase lhe remainder 

of the u n i o n l ~ h e  records of the school are 
t led in -~ceda le  MISS sslpp Tne chdrcn In 
LLcedale s a congregat~on of aoodl 100 
members ThevareslronalntneFa [handled 

-, ~ ~ - - 

and they do have an 'elected governor, 
"There are currently two congregatlons Of 

the Lord's people in American Samoa. The 
membership is between 40 and 50 members 
in each of the two. Linda and I hope 10 

. . . 
and thus hold uothe handsof our Indonesian 
brethren BretGen we repeat agaln. "If ever 
YOL wanted an opportdntty to do m ssion 
wor l  in an area of the world where most wlll 

bv threededicated elder:, men sound in the 

never go thls s 11 " 
(NOTE: BlMea-for-lndomsla contilbutlon. 

shouldbe made outtoMANSFlELD CHURCH 
OF CHRIST, clearly ear-marked as such, and 
mailed to 201 East Broad Street, Mansllald. 
Texas 76063. IYRJr.1 

Decome we I establ sned wlth one of the two 
and work prlmarlly in Amer~can Samoa We 
solw I v O J l  oravers and s d ~ ~ o r t  

Wespeakon a'baiivradio program andairthe 
lnternarional Gospel Hou i  weekly. There are 
only two congregations in this county and 
few in the countiesthat surround it. This is a 

.. . 
~ac<~.H;ye; Ocean Sprlngs Mlsslsslppl 

Please de ele me from Conlendrng lor the 
Farlh and tne Ne~s le t fe r  Don't take tne tame 

Jlm Mltchell Soulhwesrern,Grove Clly 
Onlo I commena ~ O L  for tne efforts YOJ are 
exertma to soread tne word of truth thrOJgh- 

.w: loo* forwara to a nappy an0 lrl. tttd 
work nere OLI pnone ndmoer is (601) 947- 
3498 Weareon h anwav 983etween ha l l  es- 

to read them and it's wasting your postage 
and time." 

Burton W. Barber, ol horthboro MassachL- 
Sells ordered 100coplesofo~r ssdetor May. 
1987 Allen h Ruth Bcekctl of MdI nvl le 

out theworid, parlicularly in Asia. I know 
brother Jim Dearman and heartily second 
your assessment of him. We are a relatively 
small bodv (about 120members) but,desDite 

b&b, ~ississippi.-and .~obi le. Alabama on 
the most direct route to Florida. Come by to ~. ~ ....- ~ -~ - 

Kansas. ordered 12 copies of same issue. Sd 
did Edith Gunn, of Benton Harbor. Michigan. 

Otls B. Ward, of Paragould, Arkansas, is 
now deceased. 

sen JS ' 
Pat McGee mtss onaryto ndones a. Mans- 

f ~ e  d c n ~ r c h  0' Chrlsl 201 E Broad Street 
Mansf e d. Texas 76053 1 read the last ossLe 

our smallness, aredesperately seeking toaid 
missionary efforts according to our ability." 
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YOUR OPPORTUNITY FOR ONCE-A-YEAR BARGAINS! 

Annual End-of-Summer Sale (1 987) 
(Cash Wlth Order - Add 10% for Postage - Mlnlmum 80C) 

TITLE BOOKS price Price Quantities Llmited - Regular Sale 

Sale Ends September 34 1987 

RECORDS AND TAPES 
RICE FAMILY SINGERS .Album 8-Track cassette 
Manslon Over the HlllCp . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Beyond the Sunset.. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . 
Where Roses Never Fade . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
I Walk Wlth the Klng . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 
SONSHINE SINGERS (Caswttes Only) 
Soon and Very Soon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
I'll Llve In Glory. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
This World Is Not My Home . . . . . . . . . . 

LECTURESHIP BOOKS 
RETURN UNTO JEHOVAH (Garfield Helghts) . . . . . . .10.95 
GOSPEL IS FOR ALL (Garfield Helghts) . . . . . . . . . . . .12.95 
STUDIES IN ACTS (Denton) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12.95 
STUDIES IN  GALATIANS (Denton) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12.95 
THE HOLY SPIRIT (Forl WWh) . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . .12.95 
FIRM FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH . . . . . . . . . .13.95 
BOOK OF EXODUS (Memphls Schwl 

of Preachlng] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14.95 12.00 
BOOK OF ACTS (Pan I) (MSOP) . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .14.95 1200 
BOOK OF ACTS (Parl2) (MSOP) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,1495 1200 
QUESTIONS MEN ASK ABOUT GOD 

(Fon WOrlh) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14.95 12.00 

GOSPEL TRACTS 
ARE THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST NARROW-MINDED? 

-Phil Risinger .. .... . . .. . . ... . . . . . . . . . Dozen 9 . 5 0  
Hundred $18.00 

COME AND SEE-Garland Elklns . . . . . . . . Dozen 52.50 
Hundred $18.00 

DIRECT OPERATION OF THE HOLV SPIRIT 
-Roger E. Dlckson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dozen $2.50 

Hundred $18.00 
MORMON DOCTRINE-Roy H. bnier, Sr. Dozen $4.50 

Hundred $40.00 

All Orders to CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH, 2956 Allshore, Memphis, TN 38118 

Second Clarr Portage 
PAID 

.I Psn.acola Florada 
and a I  Addnl#onal Ma~llng Oll~csr 

POST OFFICE BOX 16241 
BIRMINGHAM ALABAMA 3 5 2 2 6  

(15511 0744 79061 
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FOR ELDERS, DEACONS. PREACHtRS.  TEACHERS A N D  CONCERNED CHRISTIANS 

That The Brethren Might Know 
Goebel Music 

From almost the beginning of New Testament Chris- 
tianity. haters of God, persecutors of Jesus, cnemies of the 
Cross, perverters of the Bible, betrayers, traitors and 
renegades of the Church, advocates of the Devil and 
emissaries of Hell have joined forces in a n  attempt to alter 
and adulterate, debase and degrade, corrupt and contami- 
nate, prostitute, pollute, poison and putrify the purity of 
thc true New Testament Church and the simplicity of 
Undenominational Christianity! 

Anyone who knows anything about the Bible and the 
New Testament as our standard. understands that soldiers 
of the Christ (Cf . ,  11 Timothy 23111: 1:7-14) are to 
UPHOLD THE RIGHT AND OPPOSE T H E  WRONG! - . ~ - ~ - ~ -  

It is not enough to "love what God loves," but we must also 
"hate what God hates" (Cf . ,  Amos 5:15; Psalms 97:lO; 
Proverbs 8:13; Psalms 119:104). It is not enough to preach 
and live the truth, but wc must also defend the truth and 
refute the error ( C f ,  I1 Peter 3:15; 11 Timothy 4:l-5: 1 
Thessalonians 5:211 Jude 3; 1 John 4.1; 1 ~ i m o . t h ~  4:l-5; 
Mark 6:18; Acts 9:20-22; and similar passages). The general 
has given the charge and the mandate is backed by all the 
authority of heaven itself! 

How true is inspiration's statement, "and from among 
your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, 
to draw away the disciples after themn(Acts 20:30). Some 
evidently, like the Jews of old, have "set up their own 
system" (Cf., Romans 10:l-3). Therefore, I write these 
wordsTHAT THE BRETHREN MIGHT KNOW! (Please 
observe this sentence as  it is the way this article will be 
outlined and prcscnted). Some PROMINENT PERSON- 
ALITIES of a POWERFUL PEOPLE are in PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION which PROVES PARTNERSHIP in 
error, and that PAY the PRICE of such adulteration of the 
gospel of Christ. 

PROMINENT PERSONALITIES 
Even though others, like Danny Mize of the Quail 

Springs Church of Christ in Oklahoma City and Jackie 

Pyeatt of the Cenrral Church of Christ in Amarillo are also 
on the program, I list only those of our area, for herein we 
are mainly concerned. Note these: 

1. JON JONES,  preacher for the RICHLAND HILLS 
CHURCH O F  CHRIST. 

2. RAY FULENWIDER, involvement minister for the 
RICHLAND HILLS CHURCH O F  CHRIST. 

3. MIKE WASHBURN, singles minister for the RICH- 
LAND HILLS CHURCH O F  CHRIST. 

4. RON ROSE,  family life minister for the RICHLAND 
HILLS CHURCH O F  CHRIST. 

5. PAUL LEARNED, education minister for the RICH- 
L A N D  HILLS CHURCH O F  CHRIST. 

6. GAYLE NAPIER, counseling minister for the RICH- 
[.AND HILLS CHURCH O F  CHRIST. 

7. GRACE NAPIER, wife of Gayle, marriage and family 
therapist, also of the RICHLAND HILLS CHURCH 
O F  CHRIST. 

POWERFUL PEOPLE 
The RICHLAND HILLS CHURCH O F  CHRIST is a 

"powerful people,"and boast of over 3,480 memhers. They 
now occupy about a 10-million-dollar facility (which is 
sometimes referred to as their"mal1'') which waserected on 
their 5-million-dollar piece of land. Based upon the first 
five months of 1987, they had 2.098 family units, 3,485 
members, 2,800 in attendance with weekly receipts totaling 
about $43,990 (excluding pledges associated with the fund 
drive-they moved into their new tacility on November 15, 
1986). In addition to Jon Jones, Pulpit Minister, they have 
9 other ministers and 17 full-time staff members. They now 
are issuing, through AM1 Securities, a total of $7,750,000 
in bonds. This congregation now has 10 elders and 163 
deacons. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
During the week of September 23-26, two separate and 

distinct organizations, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION O F  
(Continued on Page 3) 
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Single Su+rlpllon.: One Year 15 00 Three Years 
113 W SIX Years $25m Club Rate. Sir Sunrcrlp~ 
UOn5 125 m wbolc Conor~ation R a r :  Any  con^ 

pregalnon enrenngeacn f a m ~ l r o l ~ l ~ e o l ~ r e m e m b e r ~  
Snip w # m  slnglecoplrsberngmal ledd~r~cl ly loesc~ 

.. . .home recerres a 2 5 1  dzscounl of1 lne Single Sue. 

. , 
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d ~ n t ~ a l  ln!~rrna~,m 30 dercrlkd erervfnnrg r e  sen, 80 us 
ye lee, ,rep to publlrn rrlbou, 1vnner perm,snon temp 
necersrry Anvlhlnp sen? to us HOT lor ~ u b l s a f l o n  Bleare 
Indlcale Ih,, clear," h e n  you rr , ,e  Fleare address ALL 
Comm"nnl,on to COLlTENDlNG F 0 1  IHE FAIT*  Port 
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I POSTMASTER. Please send address changes lo 
CONTENDING FOR T H E  FAITH Po51 Olltce Box 
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I CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH IS publmhea 
monlhly (s~cepl D-Mr) by Beilvwr chumh ol 
CtY.4850S.ulley RO.d.Pn~ol. .  F l o M  31506 
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Help Is Needed To Get 
Contending For The Faith 

Mailing List In Order 
Now that Second Class Mailing privileges have been 

restored to  Contending for the Faith-and especially 
in view of now having transferred our  mailing list on to  
our n e w  computer, we a re  doing all we can to have 
everything in perfect order. 

Although all subscriptions that are more than three 
months past due normally a r e  cancelled, in going 
through the list that we had transferred over from 
Birmingham, we discovered quite a number of past- 
due subscriptions that had failed to  get cancelled. 

I t  will help us mightily, if, upon reading this 
editorial. you will look a t  the mailine, label on vour 
copy of thls issue to  see if your subscrip%on is pasthue.  
Ifso, please S E N D  IN YOUR RENEWAL ATONCE,  
a s  we are  instructing sister Jean Cline, who now is in 
charge of keeping our  niailing list up to date, to  
CANCEL ALLSUBSCRIPTIONS which haveexpired 
prior to  July/  1987. ( In  fact. renewal notices now have 
gone out toallapplicable subscribers; so, if you wish to 
continue receiving the paper, please get your renewals 
o n  in without delay.) 
WHAT ABOUT SPELLING, ADDRESSES 8 ZIP CODES? 

As I was studyingdown throughour  mailing list last 
week, I was appalled a t  the number of names we had 
that were misspelled. (One that I thought was in error 
turned out to  becorrect!) In any case, would you please 
look closely a t  the way we have your nameand address 
listed, and  if we are  in error even in theslightest please 
call it to  our  attention so that we may correct it. 

Zip codes, especially, are important. In  the old days, 
for which some of us long, it was different-the postal 
people would makeallowances and  a t  least try to  make 
delivery, when something in the address was not quite 
right. Now all that has been changed; and  if the zip 
code is incompleteor incorrect, as a rule the post office 
simply kicks it back to  us with a postage-due notice 
(costing us 30 cents each), saying, "insufficient 
address." 

BRETHREN, LET'S GET ON WITH IT! 
Because Contending for the Faith refuses to be 

intimidated by outright enemies and  false friends, 
some may think that we just enjoy being in some kind 
of fight all the time. Sueh could not be farther from the 
truth. In fact, we hate it! 

O n  the other  hand. until we can bring some of these 
clouds of controversy t o  some sort of solution, there 
seems to  be n o  way that wecan just sit back and  ignore 
them. They aredoing  thecause of truth noservice, who 
invent lies of their own o r  who take it upon themselves 
to  spread false information invented by others. 

Let us all hope and  pray for the day to  come soon, 
whenal l  these falsechargesand disruptionsare behind 
us and  we all can return to  advancing the kingdom of 
our God-worldwide-once again! 

-Ira Y. Rice, Jr . ,  Editor 
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That The Brethren Might Know 
(Contlnued from Page 1) 

D I R E C T O R S  O F  CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (from here 
o n  referred t o  a s  N A D C E )  a n d  the T E X A S  S U N D A Y  
S C H O O L  ASSOCIATION (referred to  a s  TSSA) .  will 
convene in Dallas. Texas .  T h e  N A D C E  will meet a t  the 
Hyatt  Regency o n  the  23-25. and t h e T S S A  will have their 
14th annual  C H R I S T I A N  MINISTRIES  CONVENTION 
on the  25-26 a t  the Dallas  Convention Center  (about  the 
only thing these two  have in common  is the overlapping of 
the 25th da te  this year). 

Brother Pau l  Learned.  on  Friday the 25th. f r o m  9:00- 
10:00, ha s  a seminar  a t  the N A D C E  entitled "Growing 
Creative Teachers." However, a lso on  the 25th a n d  26th. 
the following a re  speaking. 

I .  G r a c e  N a p i e r - - " P r e p a r i n p  F o r  A d o l e s c e n t  
Choices." 

2 .  R a y  F u l e n w i d e r  "Age-Graded o r  Electives In 
T h e  Adult Sunday  School"  a n d  "Welcoming And 
Orienting New Members." 

3. Mike  Washburn-"Grief Adjustment: Finding T h e  
Peace T h a t  Comes  F rom God"  a n d  "Divorce Re- 
covery: Avoiding T h e  T raps  Tha t  Hinder  Relationship 
With God."  

4.  Gayle Napier -"Dealing With Depression," a n d  
"Building Relationships." 

5 .  R o n  Rose-"Keys T o  Fami ly  Out reach ."  a n d  
"Equipping Families F o r  T h e  Unavoidable." 

6. J o n  Jones-"Inspiring And Mot i ra t ing  A Congre- - 

gation." 
All of these a re  participating in the TSSA 'S  14th annual  
C H R I S T I A N  M I N I S T R I E S  CONVENTION.  

PROVES PARTNERSHIP 
Along with our hrethrcn who a r e  participating in these 

two denominorional activities. pl~ase nore ihr / i ) l lok , in~ 
religious groups also parriciporinK. 

1. Gospel Lighthouse Church 18. Trinity Fellowship 
2. First United Methodist 19. Reinhardt Bible 
3. Foursquare Church 20. Pantego Bible 
4. Northwest Bible 21. Bethel Temple 
5. First Baptist 22. Fellowship North Bible 
6. First Presbyterian Church 23. Church On The Rock 
7. The Village On The Rock 24. Assembly Of God 
8. Church Of God 25. Bent Tree Bible Study 
9. Grace Bihle 26. New Wine Fellowship 

LO. Dennis Lee Ministries 27. Flame Fellowship 
11. Trinity Church 28. Evangel Temple Christian 
12. Fellowship Bible 29. Christ For The Nations 
13. Freedom Christian Academy Institute 
14. S.I.M. International 30. Word Of Faith 
15. Child Evangelism Fellowship 31. Srofield Memorial Church 
16. Kalaheo Missionary Church 32. Evnngelical Lines Missions 
17. Christian Church 33. Pine Cove Camp 

In  a d d i t ~ o n  t o  these various denominat ional  groups, 
there a r e  abou t  seven publishing companies (such a s  
Scripture Press, David C. Cook ,  Augsburg Publishings, 
Gospel Light Publications, S tandard  Publishing, and the  
like). people f rom Dallas Theological Seminary,  Ora l  
Rober t s  University, Women's  Aglow a n d  various other 
counselling, psychiatric, management  and  resource service 
people t o  be present. 

If a l l  of  these a r e  no t  meeting t o  combine  their methods,  
by the  sharing of their  ideas, thoughts, research, resource 
materials, and such for  the  purpose of  church growth 

(increasing Sunday  School  at tendance must be their goal) 
a n d  if our brethren a re  not helping them to  accomplish this 
goal. then 1 a m  a t  a loss a s  t o  what  is going on .  

This  meeting is A T H R E E - W A Y  S T R E E T  that  we need 
t o  be totally aware of. and s o  1 prove i t  by the following: 

I. Our hrethren are participating in two denominational orgsni- 
zations in the sharing of methods for church growth. 

2. Our brethren are also listed as follows: 
a. TSSA Officers- 

( I )  Workshop Coordinator-Paul Learned. 
(2) Leade r sh ip -Admin i s t r a t i on -Ray  Fu l enwide r .  

h. NADCE Board Of Directors- 
(*) Director of Correspondence And Membership-Danny 
Mize. 

3. On September 27th. Marlene Lelever, executive editor, ministry 
resoureer, David C. Cook Publishing of Elgin, Illinois will he 
speaking a1 RICHLAND HILLS CHURCH OF  CHRIST. 
(They have advertised it as a VERY SPECIAL DAY lor 
memhers of Richland Hills ... well-known as an editor of 
Sunday School curriculum ... Christian video series...). All 
this sounds like a "WE WlTH THEMWand a "THEM WlTH 
US" affair! 

PAY PRICE 
I fully understand local au tonomy.  hut I also a m  

cogni7.ant o i  not only the right but responsibility of 
exposing c r ror  and  the withdrawing, a s  well a s  with- 
holding, of fellowship. Brethren need to  be conscious of 
the teaching of Romans  16:17-18. A S  IT IS N O T  
LOCAL! N o  onc  has the right t o  BID G O D S P E E D  T O  
E R R O R .  a s  this makes o n e a  pai-taker(partner)oilheir 
teachings-so states. unequivocally and  unambiguously. 
(he beloved J o h n  in I1 J o h n  9-11! W e  are  to  have N O  
F E L L O W S H I P  with the UNFRUITFUI .  W O R K S  O F  
D A R K N E S S .  so  states the beloved Paul  in Ephesians 
511 I !  Indeed,  some have G O N E  O l J T  F R O M  A M O N G  
US, a s  inspiration declares  in 1 J o h n  2:19. a n d  if they 
KEEP  O N  GOING IN T H A T  DIRECTION,  W E  M U S T  
D E C L A R E  "THEY A R E  NOl -  O F  US." Therefore. 
those who engage in such, a s  we have s o  documented 
f rom the brochures of t h e T S S A  a n d  the  NADCE.  must 
PAY T H E  P R I C E  of being "marked." "withdrawn 
from," a n d / o r  fellowship "withheld" if fhyv do nor 
repml of violating the gospel of Christ! I t  is high time 
that  al l  the S O L D I E R S  O F  C H R I S T  ARISE ,  sound 
the a la rm and  let these, o u r  err ing brethren, find sharp 
conflict with those who truly wteld the sword of the 
Spirit! 

T h e  t ime is past for  us t o  offer some  pious. polite a n d  
positive platitude t o s u c h  brethren who so  blatantly and 
baldfacedly join hands with religious error! And believe 
me, the only holy delight t o  be taken  in any of this is the 
fact that  we a r e  upholding the t ruth of  God.  do ing  as 
charged by the  very Spirit  of G o d  a n d  with hopes of 
helping t h e  chi ldren of God! Souls ,  P R E C I O U S  
S O U L S ,  a r e  a t  stake-both ours  and theirs. God  help us 
this time t o  have t h e  courage, the  bravery. the gallantry, 
the fortitude and  firmness, the staunchness and  steadfast- 
ness t o  let o u r  brethren know I T  S H A L L  N O T  P A S S  
U N R E B U K E D .  M a y  we all, in the spirit o f  Mart in 
Luther  who  got  off his knees, climhed out  of the 
monastery and  said, "So help me G o d  I can d o  n o  other" 
make the  same spiritual cry. For  the proud ,  the high a n d  
the mighty, we give the reminder of Obadiah  3 4  that 
G O D  C A N  BRING U S  DOWN! Indeed,  there still a r e  
some of  us  w h o  love t ru th  more than life a n d  a r e  
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resolved never t o  sheath the sword of the Spirit, the as  Ahab! The sad thing is that they are misusing scripture 
sword of Truth! Brcthren, our people err because they as  a basis for their actions. When one is guilty of 
know not the seriptures ( C J ,  Matthew 22:29) nor the proclaiming or practicing false doctrine publicly, and 
power of God, therefore, I write this art icleTHAT T H E  another points this out. he is branded as  unloving and is 
BRETHREN MIGHT KNOW! 5 1  14 Montclair accused of causing strife among brethren. Sound familiar'? 

Colle.vville. Texas 76034 T o  make matters worse. the one in error or  who has an  
uncertain voice ( I  Cor in thiar ,~  14:8 ASV) quotes Matthew 
18:15-17 to the faithful man of God. sueeestine that he is 

L- - 
A License wrong for not having come to him in private before airing 

"dirty laundry" before others. What else 1s he doing bur 

To Teach Error? granting himself a license to preach and practice error 
oubliclv. but demandinea orivate audience with hiccritics'? - ,  ~ .......- 

Eddie Helms The  faithful o i  God in contending for the faith (Jude 3) 
7 h e  faithful [iod are being labeled as troublemakers. are not the troublemakers! They are only doing that which 

'rhis is not a new prohlem. Ahab. the wicked king o i  Israel the Lord commanded ( 1 1  Timothy 4:2) and i t  is motivated 

more trouble than many rulers  ( 1  ~i~~~ bv a heart filled with love for the soul lost in error as well as  
1 6 ~ 3 0 ) .  ye t ,  we see that ~ h ~ b  (who was the rPa/ trouble. a love fo r  the truth(Ephcsians4:15: Philippians l : l 6  ASV). 
maker) called the faithful Elijah a troublemaker. Many have taught the necessity o f  preaching and 

- ~ ~ d  it came to when ~ h ~ b  saw ~ l i j ~ h ,  that ~ h ~ b  said teaching the truth. heing careful to use the scriptures the 
unto him. Is it thou, thou troubler of ismel? And he answered. proper Way ( 1  I Timothy 2: 15). Some scriptures are hard lo 
I have not troubled Israel; but thou.nnd thy father's house, in understand. so says Peter. and for this reason somc wrest 
that yc have forsaken the commandments of Jehovah. and or twist these scriptures to fit a particular pet interpretation 
thou hart followed Baalim"(1 Kings 18:17-18 ASV). I l l  Peter 3:16). The Lord's words in Matthcw IX:I5-I7 are 
I ~ h o s e  who are comfortable in their wicked ways and not hard to  understand! A persona l  wrong between two 

paths of  perverted peace are made uncomfortable by the brethren is i n  v i e w  here. not ,  the apos t l e  paul was wrong 
preaching of the truth by God's faithful. Therelore. they i n  1 cor in th ians  5 for f a i l i n g  t o  deal with the  i n c e s t u o u s  
seek t o  cast a n  evil reflection on the men of  God vkd the i n  a private manner .  H~ dealt with a ,,,,hljr. i n  a 
fallacious argument. or,qrr!ricnrurn ad horninem. In other puhl;c way.  id the incestuous man have a "license to 
words, rather than facing the truth of the matter. Ahah practice s i n "  u n t i l  he was rebuked.! 
made an  irrelevant attack on Elijah himself. In doing so, Brethren. let us not give the false teachcr a license t o  
Ahah was trying to divert the attention away from the evil carry out his ungodly ways. Love dcmands'public exposure 
that he had committed in Israel. Ahab's line of  reasoning public condemnation error wel l  as the public 
was. if he could brand Elijah as a troublemaker it would of the t ru th .  D ~ ~ , ~  l e t  the  false teacher 
grant him license to carry on his perverted lifestyle. pervert Matthew 18! Don't give him a license to preach and 

Brethren. faithful men of God today are being branded error! -Roure I ,  Bor 316 
as  troublemakers by those using the same line of reasoning Allons. Tcnne.ssre 38.541 

Shan Jackson 

Hymenaeus and Alexander were Christians in the 1st faith has been overthrown (I1 Timothy 2:18). Not only are 
Century. They were not ~plendid  examples of early they treading under foot the name of the Savior (Hebrews 
Christianity and in fact were delivered unto Satan. (1 10:29). but they also are serving as a stumbling bloek to 
Timothy 1:20). Specifically their evil was termed as  others. 
blasphemy by the apostle Paul but by explanation their Jesus was sold for 30 pieces of silver in the 1st century 
sins were known as shipwrecking of faith. but today He's being sold for even less. 

My being an only child naturally excludes me from being Just a s  there are false teachers in the 1st century, Peter 
a prophet (7th son of a 7th son) but i t  doesn't take a says there also will be false teachers among us (11 Peter 
prophet to see that Hymenaeusand Alexander have reared 2:l). These teachers bring with them all sorts of damning 
their heads again in the brotherhood today. Normal heresies even to the extent of questioning God. But alas. 
observation shows us that many today are attempting to Peter's warning still is ignored today. "Many shall follow 
shipwreck thechurchand  the saddest part of it is that they their pernicious waysV(II Peter 2:2). 
are attacking from the inside rather than the outside. Today, many preachers can speak eloquently with 

Many today are letting the pure and simple truth of the beautiful and swelling words of vanity. Their sermons are 
gospel slip right through their fingers though we are  most alluring to the lusts of the flesh. And while they 
warned in Hebrews2:l-3 not to d o  so. Many are not giving promise liberty they themselves are  the servants of corrup- 
theearnest heed to the things which they have heard. Many tion. Oh. brethren. it had been better for them not to have 
d o  not see the Bible as  steadfast. Many d o  not realize that known the way of righteousness, than after they have 
every transgression will receiveajust recompenseof reward. known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered 
Many expect to escape but as  the writer says. there is no unto them. But it is happened unto them according to the 
escape if we neglect so great a salvation. He goes on t o  add true proverb, the dog is turned t o  his own vomit and the 
also that we are not of them (Hebrews 10:39). sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. ( I 1  Peter 

T o o  many of our brethren are selling their birthright for 2:22). 
a morsel of meat as  did Esau in the long ago (Hebrews -Post Office Box 904 
12:16). Their Christianity has been compromised and their Palacios. Texas 77465 
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Now I t  Can Be Told! 
Ira Y. Rice, Jr. 

As our readers al l  know. over the past three or four had been keeping our list before. The trouble was that 
months receipt o f  Conrending/or the Fairh has proved to before we actually could get the list onto the harddisk on 
be most erratic. And even when address changes were sent our new computer. a completely new "program" had to  be 
in. for some seemingly inexplicable reason, these were written. which would accommodate the various phases and 
overlong i n  being eorreeted. We have no  doubt that many functions for whieh our mailing lists are used. 
have wondered ro themselves. "What is going on at I f  we had had but a single list. this probably would not 
Conrending for rhe Faith!" have been overly difficult. The fact is, however. that we 

Concerning the latter matter. thiscan be explained--and maintain not just one list but rhree; and we had to  be able 
justified--quite easily. We had had so mueh trouble with not only to  call up  any one list but also t o  have them 
our mail ing list while i t  was being handled by our previous -rip-eoded together as well as to be able to call them up 
pr inters that we l ived i n  a state o f  almost chronie alphabetically. There was just no  way to foresee that to 
frustration. I n  discussing our needs with brother Wil l iam have this new program written would take approximately 
S. Cline, Editor o f  the F i rm  Foundation. he suggested, four months. But i t  did. And al l  during that time we neither 
"Why don't you buy your owncomputer so that youcan be could correet old addresses nor put on new ones. We tried 
in  direct control of your mailing list?" After thinking i t  sending out the new ones hy hand: but, as for our former 
through earefully. this seemed to be the way that we should list. n o   correction.^ n.erepos.~ibk from Apri l  unti l  August. 
go. When time came for our Augur1 mailing. however. we 

After reaching this decision, next we had to  decide Just had the new computer program in  place sufficiently to  
which computer system to buy. This required several weeks handle i t .  A l l  new subscriptions had been put on  the list. 
to  figure out: but once the purchase was made. 1 made the and al l  address corrections that had accumulated since 
mistake of letting those who were doing our mail ing list Apri l .  We areso sorry this happened. However. now that 
know that we were getting our own equipment. Once we we have everything transferred over to  our own equipment, 
asked for our mail ing l i s t  to  be transferred over 1o"floppy we think from this point forward everything should be 
disks" for transfer to  our computer. for reasons unclear to  copacetic. Much appreciation for the understanding and 
me no  further corrections were forthcoming by those who patience o f  al l  concerned. 

Max Miller, Without Authority, Presumptuously Has 
Contending For The Faith's Mailing Permit Canceled 

However. lest anyone erroneously conclude that such 
was the on11' thing that was holding up our mailings of 
C(1nrendin~ for rhe Fairh dur ing at least par1 o f  that 
period. let me hasten to inform our readers o f  something 
else that was taking place having nolhing whatever to  do  
with computers and mailing lists. i.e.. that our Second 
Class Mai l ing Pernlir. unbeknownst either to me, as Editor, 
or to  the Elders of the Bellview church o f  Christ. under 
whose oversight 1 serve. had been canceled! 

I f  the bizarre account that you are about to  read was not 
so serious i t  would be almost laughable. There used to  be 
an old saying that "hell hath no fury like a woman 
scorned"-however, when a preacher gets so bcside himself 
that he loses al l  sense o f  rationality, now that has to be fury 
almost beyond comprehension. 
I personally had had no  notion that anything drastic was 

brewing at Bellview/Pensacola unti l  late March, earlier 
this year. Even then 1 eould not figure out what i t  was al l  
about unt i l  I later learned that a move by a faction was o n  
foot there evidently with the objective o f  undermining 
Wil l iam S. (Bill) Cline i f  not actually destroying the F i r m  
Foundation o f  which he i s  the Editor. 

The immediate issue that i t  came up over was the 
proposal that brother Cline, and possibly as many as three 
others, be added to  the eldership of the Bellview church of  
Christ. I had known for at  least three years or more that 
M a x  Mi l ler,  then minister at Bellview, was no  friend of  B i l l  

Cline; however. i t  never dawned on me that he was so 
incensed against h im that he would join with a faction not 
only to  prevent his appointment to the eldership. but, if 
possible, to try to bring h im down. 

Brother Mi l ler  had telephoned t o  me, i n  Apri l .  when I 
was attending the annual lectureship at Southwest!Austin. 
Texas, asking my help in-as he put it--preventing the 
Bellview congregation f rom dividing. Li t t le did I realize 
that, instead o f  this being his true motive, he was himself 
aiding and abetting a faction within the Bellview church 
which was determined I) to thwart thc appointment o f  
brother Cline to the eldership, i n  lieu o f  which. i f  they 
could not  do  that, they were determined 2) to  take over thc 
Bellview church, dismiss its elders, and proceed to  run 
things according to  their own will. (A l l  o f  this was not 
immediately apparent at that time; however, subsequent 
actions established their true intent.) 

Upon  telephoning to  the elders, f rom Texas, they asked 
me to  return at once to Bellview, cancelling al l  current 
appointments, that I might be o f  whatever counsel I could 
in what could and should be done to  relieve their by-then 
beleaguered situation. I hated to  have t o  cancel a gospel 
meeting that had long been scheduled in Robertson County, 
Tennessee; however, under existing circumstances. I be- 
sought their understanding i n  letting me off, so that I could 
devote my fu l l  attention to  what was happening at 
Bellview/ Pensacola. 
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CLINE, ELDERS UNDER UNJUSTIFIED ATTACK t o  leave the country and be gone fo r  several weeks, surely 
When1  reached Pensacola. it did not require long to size rhor was such a time. H ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  in the meanwhile, I had 

the  true situation. Tha t  a Taction indeed had arisen received a n  urgent telephone call rrom brother E~~~~~ S, 
against brother Cline and the Bellview elders was plain for  Underwood, in Singapore, me that  a concerted 
all t o  see. However. 1 had known both Cline and the eTTort was being projected by yet cactious element, Bellview church lor well over 20 years-in Tact, Bellview in Singclpore. t o  take over the ownership the church 
with its elders had been my sponsors hoth as a missionary property at  Moulmein ~ ~ ~ d .  tha t  i~ 1 did not  get on  
to  Singapore and the Fa r  East a s  well as  editor  oT back there-and soonpin his other raithful 
contend in^ for the Faith. since Decemher. 1978-and I judgment. it could be too lute. What t o  do! 
knew o r  N O  REASON AT ALL Tor hrother c l i ne  and Arter giving brother Clit~r and the Bellview elders the 
lhosp good thus to be brought under such U N -  best counsel I knew, I urged them just  to  hold t ight  unt i l  I 
J U S T I F I E D  ATTACK. could return. and. on May 7 .  19x7. I headed T ~ ~ s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  

O f t e n  I have heard the word "vendetta" used in a way lo  be gone Tor some40  days. ~h~~~ was no way that  I could 
t h a t  lhe  r a ~ t s  simply would not support .  However. iTsuch have predicted that, in my absence behind my back. 
n1eans"a prolonged Teud marked by hitter hostility"(which under da te  o f  J u n e  5. 1987. brother M~~  ill^^, wirhoul 
i t  does). then Bill Cline and the Bellview elders were being the knon,ledRp oruurhorizotion ,,cthe ~ ~ l l ~ , ~ ~  elders-and 
suh.lected to  a vendetta indeed. I had t o  decide whether I .  manirestly with no ourhor;l~v to do  so on his own-would 
loo. should .join the faction. along with Mike Kiser and  be writing the l'ollowing presumptuous  l e t t e r  l o  M ~ ,  
Max Miller. o r  should 1 take my stand alongside Bill Cline Reed a n d  the U.S. Post  ofice, at  pensacola, with lhe clear 
and theBellview elders. t i pon  weighing the Fdctsas I knew intent o r  securing the  CANCELATION or  [he  s econd  
them t o  be, I concluded that the Tactious attack clearly was Class Mailing Permit Tor ConrendjnK,for ,he , ~ ~ ; ~ h ,  jnslead 

JUSTIFICATION:  SO. I look my stand on oT sitting back and clucking ou r  tongues [ha t  ..surely he 
what I considered then-and still do-the side o l t r ~ ~ t h  and wouldn't d o  such a thing3: please his le l l r r  thought.  right. rull)' and  CareTully and see i T  you can m;ikc anything else 

UNDERWOOD, OTHERS MAKE URGENT PLEA Out o r  it. This is what he wrote: 
FOR EMERGENCY RETURN TO SINGAPORE 

BELLVIEW CHURCH OF mST 
,853 %ulle" Road 

ponylco!a. Flocb. 32506-1130 

Harold cazw I 
6-@d 51onc1111 . 

nr. J a  Rred 
U. S. Posr Offlce 
pensarala. Florida 32301 

Dear Mr. R e d .  
Ew," s iantw 

I 



'. 'lbe 
'or birhopa, those men rho euperrisc 

by 
Ltlvieu 

CbYCN d0 mc we- or auverioceod 
ediriog, prducrioo, 

5' Ihe m o n r h l ~  flMocial 
rb Bellview 

of ChrlsC, a 
of 

h. Ibe Pat,, 
6. )*mkrs Of Beuview c k c h  of a r l s r ,  if 

, . Pa1ch on a -ar h i s  d, = - the 
M v a l  6 eer. iWU, \ "ice Of SyXI 

-her r e a ~ v e  it free as d, legirimy, papers wlLchpd by 
sellvie- C h r *  of ariar, vi.., 

Det-, -, anl - k. 

reemosibiliry Of one lrs Y. RLce% Jr- of ,1756 
*Ilrhore, ll.mph,s, TrMe,see. lC6 edh=i.l Dlle)., vromot~~~, pr',,ucrloo 

whatever rise i m  fwUons, "' of Ira y. J.. am mr rhe a, renDllEiblliry of BP1l*lew church of arlhT. 

Sincerely. , 

h-fw"&. . . 
nu R. Uiller 

Wfl 

~ ~ i ~ h ~ ~  the BelIvirw elders nor I had any knowledge that  
brother Mi l le r  had had the unmitigated gall to write Such a several weeks!] 

scurrilous letter to  the post  office ,,,,ti1 time came for us to Under date of July 8. 1987. Mr. Gordon Proud' 

mail our  June  issue of Conlm~ingfor ~ ~ i ~ h . - ~ n d  the General Manager. Rates and Classification Center' Office 

Post would not  it for [ L ~ ~ ~ ~ .  James of Classification and Rates 
Of I h e  IJnited 

W, Boyd. of McMinnvil le ,  Tennessee. me on the States Postal Service. of  ~ e m p h i s .  Tennessee. sent Ihe 

telephone that Max had boasted to hi,,, that he was going following document t o  the Man- 

to down... If ,  by that, he meant conlending for ager, Mailing Requirements. i n  Pensacola, and 

the then he actually succeeded in doing so-for also t o  the same in Birmingham' A'aoan1-' 

UNITED STATFS POSTAL SFRVICE 
%emphist  T N  38165-9579 

Postmaster  
ATTN: Y.Ana?cr* Nai 1 i n i ~  Roqui rements 
P F k S A C O L A .  F L  32501-9'298 

This i 5  i n  ros; ,onsa t c ~  your lett.c:r n o t i  f y i n q  t h i s  o f f  ice t h a t  .the. ~ L l l s l  i s h a r  
no lov,;cr ;Irs lr4:; 5-lcond-cl.:,s.s !?."i 1 in*) : ;r iv \  1 e:les f o r  t h e  s u b ~ e c ~  
;:\,hi i c r r t i n n -  . ; - s c ! d  09 trri-s.,-*+rifocm,>t  on. secand-cl  ass m q t l  in9 q r i v - i l  eges .have  
b;r,:n, c & n c ~ s l  l e e  efr(:,cti  v:: t l l i *  5 . 3 i 4 : .  

v&.,t.,>,:.r ;,t a ; i p l i c ? : > l ~ .  t h i r d -  or fourth-CIASS r a t e s  must be > a $ d  on any 
, ;r i , ie.5'of t,?.i; i,u31 i ~ l t i ~ q  n;li 1 l::! after me e r f e o t i v e  d r t o  of th . i r .  

c.xtce1 1 ,?t i0.n. 

f'i...,\s,. r e t l i r )  t l ~ i s . l e t t . ? r  o f  c ~ n c o l l a t t d n  f o r  Your r e c o r d s  an? d e l i v e r  t h o  
::t.thc!~.'-i L O  t lw ~ u l j l  ish:+r.  

~h(. f O 1  1 Or,rl,! ,,fficp~ nav:, beel> n o t i f i e d  of t t l i  s c a n c e l l  3tlOn'- 
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[NOTE: lnasmuchas theabovedocument is hard to rend, being 
a photographic reproduction of a photocopy, lollowing is word- 
for-word what i t  says: 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
Memphis. TN 38165-9599 

~ ~ 

Voluntary Abandonmeqt 01 Second Class Mailing Privileges 
CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH 
USPS No. 053-530 

Postmaster 
ATTN: Manager. Mailing Requirements 
PENSACOLA, FL 32501-9998 

This is in  response to your letter notilying this ollice that the 
publisher no longer desires second-class mailing privileges 
lor  the subject p~iblication. Based on this inlormation, 
second-class mailing privileges have been cancelled ellec- 
tive this dale. 
Postage at the applicable third- orlourth-class rates must be 
paid on any Copies of this publication mailed alter the 
ellective date of this cancellation. 
Please retain this letter ot cancellation for your records and 
deliver the attached copy to the publisher. 
The lol lowing ollices have been noli l ied o l  this cancellalion: 
AL BIRMINGHAM 10/01/81 
Total Additional Entries: 1 
(Signed) Anita W. Positan 

lor  
Gordon S. Proud 
General Manager 
Rates and Classilication Center 
Ollice 01 Clasilication and Rates Administration] 

The chagrin and frustration that the Bellview elders. the 
rrue publishers o l  Contending.for rhe Fairh. felt upon being 
presented a copy o f  the foregoing letter at the Pensacola 
Post Office. would be hard to express. Having been made t o  
sul leraln~ost daily for several months ona continuous basis 
by the Caction that had arisen at Bellview. now this! 

A l l  that M r .  Reed would te l l  the elders and nle when two 
of them-Hairston Brantley and Fred Stancliff-accom- 
p a ~ i e d  me l o  the Pensacola Post Office, was that he had 
receiljed whal he deenied to he an official letter written on 
the official stationery of the Bellview church o f  Christ, 
requesting that our Second Class Mail ing privilege be 
cancelled. 

Seeing thal we u'eregctling nowhereat the Iocai level, the 
clders and I dccided that h c  must seek help froni certain 
contacls available l o  us son~ewhat highcr up in the United 
States Poslal Scr\.ice. Within less than24 hoursafter we did 
so. wc were able at Icast to get our June issue acccpled for 
~nail ing-- and Mr .  Proud was i n  touch with the elders 
directly. saying that i t  was Bellview's Corner minister. M a x  
Mil ler. who had signed the letler. but i r lhcy would send him 
;I notarised affidavit of ownership. stating that hrother 
Mi l ler had made improper use of church stiltionery i n  
requcstingcancellalion without authority todo so.and that 
I ra  Y. Rice..lr.. i s  theeditor authori/ed hy rhcn~. as bishops 
o f  thc Bellview church of Christ. our Second Class Mai l ing 
Permil l o r  Conrendingjbr /he Fairh would be reinstated. 

I n  consequence o f  this conversation between Mr .  Proud 
and one of our elders. brother Fred Stancliff. thc following 
covcring letter was scnt to Mr .  Proud. underdate o lJu ly  17. 



Attached to  theforegoing covering letter by theelders(or 
bishops) of the Bellview church of Chrrst, was the following 
affidavit: 

BELLVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST 
4 B M  Suflay Road 

Pen-. Flond. 3 2 W l l W  
[DDI) 45C1595 (8041 -3426 

MT. Gordon Proud, General tbnager 
Rates and C l a r r i f i r a t i o n  Center 
1 Front Street 
w h i r .  Tennessee 38165-9599 

A F i I O A Y  I T  

ue tha t  re are the bishops of the Bel l* ieu Church of Christ. Pensacola. 
i l o r i da  and t h a t  bishops we are  the governing author i ty Of t h i s  congre9dfTh - 
o f  the Church of Christ. Ye further af f i rm tha t  the contending for the faith - . , 

pub~ j ra t i on  is our publication, and t ha t  the camcellation l e t t e r ,  UhiSh. YOU . . -. . 
have infomd *as received by the port o f f i c e  i n  PensPcola. Florida a*" 
#as signed b~ mr. k r  M i l l e r  on our stationery. was both inapPrapCiAte and 
that  he war act ing r i t M u t  any author i ty from us i n  dorng so. 

ue further tha t  mr. Ira Y. Rice. Jr. i s  our edi to r  of the publicdtro". 
e n t ~ t t e d  Contending f o r  the i a i t h  and that  he i s  a missionary and a p r ~ ~ h e r ,  , .'\ 

the gospel under our oversight and aucharify as bishws.  Presently ; 

he atso take, care o f  the m i l i n g  o f  the publ icat ion from the past a f f l c e  
. . . 

ln Birmingham, I l abam.  

Within one week, Anita W. Positan, for MI.  cordon S. 
Prc)l:d. was sending rhc document to  Pensacola necessary 
for  reinstatement of Conlerzding,/'or the Foith:~ m a i l i n g  
privileges. Also, under separate cover. a copy of same was 
sent to the Bellview elders (bishops), along with a copy of 

Max Miller's u n a ~ ~ t h o r i ~ e d  letter to  Mr. Joe a n d  the 
Pensacola Post Office. 

As the elders were awaitingthe Post Office's reply to their 
foregoing letter and affidavit. they noted that  mail delivery 
to their mailbox had ceased. When contact with the Post 
Office was made, the elders were advised that  Max Miller 
had placed a"ho1d''on ~heehurch'smailbox(#4850),as well 
a s  his own ($4852). Hence. the church's rnail had been held 
up for seveal davs. , -~ 

I t  was not until that (also unourhorized) hold order was 
released. that the elders finally received the awaited reply 
from Mr. Proud, of the regional office in Memphis, a s  
follows: 
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Tolal Authorized Additional Entries: 1 
[NOTE: Because the above copy is dim, lollowing is word-for- 

word what i t  says: 
please advlse the publisher that the ISSN number, 0744- 
7906, must be printed in all tuture issues (See section 455.2, 
Domeslic Mall Manual). 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
Memphis, TN 38165-9599 

(Signed) Anita W. Positan 
07/24/87 lor 

Record of Authorization lor Second-Class Mailing Privileges 
CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH 

Postmaster 
ATTN: Manager, Mailing Requirements 
PENSACOLA. FL 32501-9998 . 

Our recordsshow thalthe following publication isauthorized 
second-class mailing privileges at your office under the 
conditions and rates indicated: 
USPS Number: 053-530 
Frequency: MONTHLY EXCEPT DECEMBER 
Authorized under DMN Section: 422.3 . 
Rates Authorized: 411.33 
Advertising Permitted: PUBLISHER 
Date Eftective: 07/01/72 
Form 3526: Publisher musl tile 
ISSN: 0744-7906 
Number of Issues Yearly: 11 
Date Aulhorized: 07/01/72 
Special Rate Effective: 
Date Lasl Reentered: 06/05/87 
Additional Entries Authorized: 
AL BIRMINGHAM 10/01/81 

cn..inn S. Proud --.- ".. -. . 
General Manager 
Rales and Clasilication Center 
Office of Classification and Rates Administration] 

Also included together with the reinstatement authoriza- 
tion, per foregoing, was a photocopy of the cancellation 
letter, signed by Max R. Miller and dated June 5 .  1987, 
photo-reproduccd earlier in this article. which the elders 
(bishops) and I were seeing for the first time. 

In commenting on this presumptuous, unauthorized 
letter by brother Miller. in the September/ I987 issue' qf 
Bellview's Defender, the elders (bishops) have the following 
to say: 

I n  the fint paragraph 01 the ... letter, brother Miller referred loa 
request that the Post Oflice had made for i t  to be provided a 
statement dlownership and a mailing list for the "C~ntendis~lor 
the Faith". At no time prior to the date of his lener had brother 
Miller advised either the elders or Ira Y. Rice, Jr., of thc:Post 
Office's request. [f he had done so, such information cmfd have 
been readily lurnished. 

CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH-SeptemberllW7 



I n  his second paragraph, brother Mi l ler  slated, "Please be 4) Contrary to brother Miller's stnlemenl, the elders (or bishops, 
advised lhal  we are canceling the second class mailing privilege for lhose men whosupervisethe work done by IheBellview church) 
(he publication number USPS 053-530, l i l led Contending for the dooverseeandsuperintend brother I ra  Y. Rice,Jr.'s work bo lh  
Faith. published by the Bellview church o l  Chrisl. This is a as n missionary and as edilor o l  Contending for the Faith. 
volunlary abandonmenl ..." Since he was not the edilor for the 5)  11 is no1 lrue lhat the monlhly lirlanrial stalemenla o f  the 
Contending for theFhith,and he had no1 advised theeldersof any Bcllview church olChris1 do no1 includeincome or expenses o l  
requestslrom IhePosl Olfice,such"volunlary abandonmenl"was Contending for the Faith. Such monthly financial stalemenls 
an unaulhorired acl by brolher Miller. have been produced since the beginning o l  brother I ra  Y. Rice. 

The lol lawing responses are numbered i n  relerence lo i lems#l-7 Jr.'s work under the Bellview elders'oversighl and areavailable 
a1 brother Miller's second paragraph. Such information was upon request. 
oblained eilher l r o m  brother I ra  Y. Rice, Jr., or from the elders' 6) 11 never has been inlended that the Bellview members would 
records. receive Contending for the Faith free o l  charge. However, il is a 
1) I t  is no1 lrue lhat the subscriplion cost (55 annually) does no1 legitimate paper. as are all of the publicalions o f  the Bellview 

come l o  the Bellview church o f  Chrisl. The subacriplions, PS church. 
well as, renewals, payments for bundle orders, and any 7) Brother Miller's slatemenl is no1 true. I n  lael, il i s  clearly 
eon l r ibu t ion~ to the Contending for theFaith Fund have been reluted by the informnlion included i n  the elders' nolarized 
coming l o  the Bellview church o l  Chris1 since Bellview look affidavit dated July 17. 1987 which was furnished l o  the 
over the responsibility for the pub l i e~ l i on  a1 the paper f rom the Memphis Pas1 Office. 
end of 1978 onward, as shown by the financial records. * * * * * * * *  

2 )  Brother Rice stales. "Regarding proceeds from the sale o l  
merchandise advertised in Contending for the Faith as well as F o r  thaw who  nla! dcsirc o r  require a lu l le r  prrsenla- 
from the ealalog. as the publisher o l  any gospel paper wi l l  tell l i o n  o l t h c  unChrist i ;~n dcpredationc that hrcthren M a x  
you. il requires lar more thanjusl the subscriplion price to meel M i l le r .  M i k e  K i w r  and the Rellview lhc t ion  have 
the costs of publicalion. Allhough il is lrue thal the church, as perpctralcd against thc Hellbicw church. its elders and 
sueh,is no1 a businessenlerprise, yel,lhroughourconlribulions. 
my wife and I purposely \ee l o  i f  thal more is made available l o  certain indi\.iduals. chpccially ovcr  thc past six months. 

the support o l  Contending for the Faith and Bellview's you  m a  ;~ddrcs% you r  request l o r  t h r  Septenibcr 1987 

missionary work each year lhaneomer l o  uslhrough lhesaleol Defender t o  Bel lview Church  o f  Christ, 4850 Saufley 
the things Contending for the Faith advertises." Road. Pensacola, F lo r ida  32506-1798. 

3) Brolher Rice slales. "I1 simply i s  not lrue thal'the evangelisl o f  The  rc;i\on that I an1 l in i i l i ng  the loregoing rcpor t  
the Beilview church o f  Chris1 asked the Birmingham olliee of palt icularl !  t o  thc i t c n ~ s  n icnt ioncd i s  so that our  rcaders 
Contending for theFaith for i ls n~ai l ing lisl.' According to nty ma!. hc ah l r  l o  undcrhland i<.hl. they could n o l  receivc 
B i rm in~ham secretary. il was brolher Miller's secretary ... who l l i c i r  C o n l r ~ ~ ~ l i n ~ / o r  the Fa i rh  l i k c  thcy should. Because 
askedfor lhislist-and even lhen shegavcnoindiralional allas 

111 cvcryth ing ha!ing hcen \ o  disrupted h y  the loregoing 
l o  what il was for! When I learned o f  this. I reporled i t  l o  the 

situ;~l ion. cspccially cincc June. th is  hsue. too.  is late. 
Bellview elders. They, in lurn. confronled the secretary as l o  
whal aulhorizalion she had l o  be making such a requesl. Even Houevcr .  hcginning w i t h  o u r  ihsuc l o r  Oclohcr. we hope 

lhen she did no1 say what i t  war lor-only thnl brother Mil ler and  hclievc that we can pcl  hack o n  \chcdi l le once morc.  

had told her l o  ask for il. A l l  lhal would have been necessary Pray Tor u*. hrethrcn, that  we may hc  dcl ivered i ron1 

was for bin, to  ask ~ i l h e r  the elders or me l o  make such a l i \ t  ungodly.  c \ i l -surn l is ing men who  c lccp i n  unawares 
available l o  the Post Office and i t  would have been provided." cao\ ing d isrupt ion such as you  wouldn't  hcl iere 

GORDON HOGAN BETRAYS OUR TRUST 
Ira Y. Rlce, Jr. 

I t  sometimes takes years-even deeades-before some- Al l  k n o w  h o w  tha t  Workshop  turned ou t  so successfully 
one's true co lo rs  come clear: i n  the case o f  G o r d o n  Hogan, that Otis Gstewood asked if i t  wou ld  be a l l  r igh t  t o  have 
n o w  being featured as "resident missionary"(whatever (hat such an  event at M i ch igan  Christ ian College, which, in 
is) a t  Freed-Hardeman College, i t  has taken nigh on to  30 turn, led  t o  the inrer-collegiate W o r l d  Miss ions Workshops 
years. o n  Chr is t ian  college campuses, n o w  in their 28 th  year. H o w  

However. u i t h  the issuance o f  his S i ~ t ~ a p o r e / A . ~ i a  Nek1.5- I had  a d ream that  spring, wh i ch  awoke me at 4 o'clock in 
Ie1t.r fo r  August 1 .  1987. his t rue colors at last arc p la in  the morning,  causing me t o  telephone G o r d o n  f r om m y  
1.01 61 t o  s c e a n d  they are the same as one who  l ong  ago home  in Wewoka, Oklahoma, t o  Pinel las Park,asking h i m  
be t raxd  h is  L o r d  w i t h  a kiss. if he w o u l d  g o  as a miss ionary t o  Ind ia .  How ,  after ta lk ing  

H t G A N  COMES A T  MY PERSONAL INVITATION i t  over w i t h  Jane, he  a n d  h i s  f inal ly decided t o  go, j o i n i ng  
I t  is rn secret h o w  G o r d o n  H o g a n  came t o  Asia-and us o n  o u r  p lane that November  for  our  re tu rn  journey t o  

eventualk to Singapore-in the first place. H o w  I had  Singapore, v ia London,  Europe, the N e a r  East, the M i d d l e  
come t o  h o w  him whi le  fund-raising in the U.S. fo r  the East and  Southern Asia. H o w  he t r ied in every country we 
Singapore wo rk .  How he ( then serving as a deacon a t  passed t o  secure a visa t o  I n d i a  on ly  t o  be  turned down, 
Pinel las Pirk, Flor ida,  whi le  simultaneously preaching a t  result ing in his pausing alternatively f o r  seven years of 
N e w  P o r t  Richey, nearby) h a d  inv i ted  m e  fo r  a gospel missionary w o r k  in Pakistan. 
meeting, fbm overseas. H o w  I persuaded him and the H O G A N  RESPONDS T O  RICE EMERGENCY 
Pinel las bruhren t o  t u r n  th is  i n t o  the f irst W o r l d  Miss ions T h a t  I had  imp l ic i t  t rust  in the fr iendship and  doc t r ina l  
Workshop i x  the h is tory of the b ro therhood instead, wh ich  re l iabi l i ty  of G o r d o n  Hogan should st i l l  be er ident  t o  

was condutel a t  Pinellas P a r k  in 1960. al l .  Old- t ime readers of our  F a r  Easr l  W o r l d  Evangelism 
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hir!~derrer (formerly called the Singapore/Far Easi News- 
letler) will recall how the false doctrines picked up by 
Ssmuel Miso  through so called "advanced studies" at 
Harding Graduate School, in Memphis, Tennessee, were 
relayed by him to the undermining of our  gospel work in 
Singapore, finally resulting in Sam's splitting the Moulmein 
Road church in May of 1968. I t  could not possibly have 
happened a t  a worse time for us. Having begun what 
became the Moulmein Road church myself, in 1955, some 
13 years earlier, this now was our third long-term effort 
projected there, having returned yet once more the previous 
year. 

However, though "man proposes, God (still) disposes." 
Our  third daughter Renee (now Dr. Renee Rice Harless) 
had developed a withering in hcr left hand and forearm. 
which we could not even get diagnosed in Singapore, much 
less cured. It was obvious that the family and I must return 
to the U.S. to provide what we could by way of medical 
help and psychological support for Renee in her distress. 
But with Sam Miao, the local preaeher, havingjust walked 
out of the Moulmein Road church taking some 44 of our  
best-trained young Chinese members with him, the Moul- 
mein Road church (having also contributed members to 
the establishment of two other congregations, the one a t  
Gejlang and the one a t  Upper Serangoon) was practically 
decimated. 

In  looking around the brotherhood, the only person that 
1 even considered mighr come there a t  that time t o  stand in 
the gap was Gordon Hogan. We needed someone who not 
only could pick up the pieees that Sam Miao had left 
behind. with the church in shambles a t  Moulmein Road, 
but who both could and would take over the Presideney of 
Four Seas College of Bible & Missions, as  1 had taken over 
from Pence Dscus when he abandoned the work almost 
two years earlier. Moreover, he must be someone of 
unquestioned doctrinal soundness in whom 1 personally 
could have implieit trust. Not just the hesr person, but the 
only that 1 considered t o  relieve me a t  that time proved t o  
be Gordon Hogan. Having myself influenced him t o  leave 
his country for missionary work o n  the other side of the 
world, l knew how much he was needed in Pakistan, where 
by then he already had done seven years' work. However, 
in weighing the two works in light of eventual consequence 
to the overall cause of Christ, there was no question that 
the work in Singapore had enormously the greater poten- 
tial. Therefore, finally, after weighing all factors involved, 
it was 1 (and nobody else) who invited Gordon Hogan to 
move from Pakistan to shoulder my duties insingapore, so 
that 1 could work in that same behalf in the U.S. while 
concentrating on the medical problemis of our  medically 
beleaguered daughter Renee. 

TAN KENG KOON WARNS AGAINST HOGAN 
As my family and 1 were leaving Singapore back to the 

U.S. that August, 19 years ago, although I promised 
Gordon that I'd be most happy to raise funds for Singapore 
and other Asian work while in the States, nevertheless 1 
would make it a point nor to icterfere in the day-to-day 
running of the affairs either of  Four Seas College o r  the 
Moulmein Road church, where he would be serving. I kept 
that promise faithfully across the years-even when my 
own son in the gospel Tsn  Keng Koon warned me 
repeatedly that things were just not the same under Gordon 
as  they had been when 1 was present. 1 had no question that 
this was so; however, each of us has his own way of doing 
things; and 1 tried for years t o  help work things out with 

Gordon and Koon (then Dean a t  Four  Seas College) so 
they might continue t o  work together. 

One of brother Koon's earlier complaints was that 
brother Hogan simply would not consulr either with him o r  
with his other national fellow-workers. Since brother Archie 
W. Luper, of Ventura, California, was serving with me as  
Co-Chairman of the Board of Directors for Four  Seas 
College, I asked him to intercede, together with me, o n  
brother Koon's behalf. We took brother Hogan unto 
ourselves in a motel room early on and persuaded him, 
both for the work's sake and for everybody's sake, including 
Koon's, that he make it a point t o  consult the local 
brethren in Singapore rather than treating them like 
children, making his own plans without consultation, and 
simply telling them what to do. He  said that he was not 
conscious of ever having done otherwise; however, that he 
would d o  as  we had suggested. 

Maybe he did. Brother Koon never thought so. When I 
would eome to Singapore a t  least once (sometimes twice) in 
a rear. Koon would go out of his way to remark how 
smoothly things went between him and Gordon in my 
presence. "However," he would say. "you no sooner are on 
your way t o  the airport for the U.S.  than Gordon changes 
back just the way he was all over again." 

DAVE HOGAN GOESTO HARDING GRADUATE SCHOOL 
With the exception of feeling that I had had to intercede 

with him o n  behalf of  brother Koon. I recall but few 
instances wherein Gordon and 1 personally ever had any 
disagreement as we worked together on behalf of Singapore 
and Four  Seas College aeross the years. Brother Luper was 
forever fretting to me that Gordon was taking credit for 
things that he(Luper) knew that 1, not Gordon, had done. 1 
was not conscious of this and did not reproach Gordon for 
sueh, except onee. when in his newsletter he made it appear 
that the Moulmein Road work began with his coming in 
1968, when he and I both knew it began with my family's 
and my pioneering the work there from 1955. some 13 
years earlier. Gordon apologized to me for the way he had 
made it appear in his Newsletter, and 1 never pursued it any 
farther. In any case, the impression he had sought to leave 
just wosn'r so. 

The Singapore work having been begun on a doetrinally 
sound basis. in the early years that Gordon Hogan was 
there it eontinued so to be. Yes, Sam Miao had tried to 
change it according to what he had been mistaught a t  
Harding Graduate Sehool, seeking to draw the disciples 
away after the doctrines and commandments of Tillich, 
Bonhoffer, Brunner, Barth, Kierkegard and other sueh 
contrary to Jesus, Peter. James, John,  and Paul. The 
fairhful brethren and churches in Singapore had withdratur 
from Sam just before my family and I left in 1968, w i e h  
withdrawal eontinued t o  be honored as  far  as  1 know, inti1 
his death this year. 

I t  was not until Gordon's son, Dsve Hogan, d-cided 
himself to go  to Harding Graduate School that cbcrrinal 
differences began to surface one after another between 
Gordon and me. At first it was over things whch some 
might not consider a t  all, or, if so, aceount to be minor 
matters. Brother Leroy Harbin,  for several yezs prior to 
his death, last year, kept complaining t o  me t h t  Gordon 
would not take astand against the new versions, larticularly 
the New Inrernarional Version, whereby so nuch false 
doctrine was getting into the church. Brother Ia t  McGee. 
pioneer preacher t o  Indonesia, who was throug Singapore 
often in his work, kept warning mc that becauv of Hogan's 
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permissiveness, false doctrine was bcing rolerated moreand 
more at Moulmein Road as well as in several of the other 
congregations in Singapore wherein he had special influence. 

DAVE HOGAN TEACHES FALSELY 
AT FOUR SEAS COLLEGE 

When 1 had to be in Singapore. as mentioned before, 
usually once, sometimes twice, each year, 1 would discuss 
these things with Gordon and preach publicly against them 
both at Four Seas College, at Moulmein Road, and 
throughout the city. Gordon would tell me how he himself 
had tried his best to persuade Davy not to attend Harding 
Graduate School-to no avail. But when it came to the 
unreliable, modern versions, I noted that Gordon did not 
seem to have much to say. He just kept quiet. 1 should have 
known that this within itself was an ominous sign. 

Brother Pat McGee, the same as 1, had more or less 
watched Dave Hogan grow up. We looked upon him 
almost as we might our own son. Both of us were distressed 
that practically everywhere Davy went, when he got back 
from Harding Graduate School, healways seemed to carry 
some denominarional book with him. Also, rumors kept 
surfacing out of secret meetings that Davy was conducting, 
wherein he would take two or three young brethren aside 
into a cell-like situation teaching things they never seemed 
to want to discuss. 

These surreptitious, clandestine, small-group meetings 
had been going on for some three years before Dave Hogan 
became bold enough to come on out with his doctrine and 
teach it for all to see. Of all the vehicles that he could have 
selected to g o  public with his false teaching, he chose The 
Evangelisr, the bulletin published by the student body of 
Four Seas College of Bible and Missions, in which to do his 
dirty work. 

Under date of July 15, 1983, he first came out publicly 
with the following article. Please study it critically for false 
doctrine: 
I 
Christian Worship In The New Testament- 

Part I 
What is Christian Worship? I s  i t  something that happens 

several times a week when Christians "go t o  church? "Worship is 
at 9:00 a.m. and E30 p.m." We have "opening" and "closing" 
Prayers and not  a few of the closing prayers have included the 
expression (or one similar): "dismiss us from this hour o f  worship 
and bring us back at the next appointed time." We also speak o f  
'yive acts aj worship."This is the first in a series o f  articles in 
which we wil l  explore the New Testament concept o f  Christian 
Worship. 

I t  was in his scandalousdiscussion with theSamwitan Woman 
that Jesus announced the revolutionary k ind o f  worship that God 
is seeking in his worshippers (John 421-24). She had been 
shocked when the Jewish Rabbi asked her for a drink. M e n  did 
not  often speak in public to women i n  those days and Jews 
despised Samaritans (and rice versa), so for a Jewish man t o  
speak to a Samaritan woman was a real shocker. And  Jesus did 
not merely engage in a supefl~cial chit-chat but  began t o  probe 
and unveil her tragic life. That's when she changed the subject t o n  
hot  religious issue; the longstanding debate over where one 
should worship that raged between Jews and Saroaritans. "Our 
fathers worshipped on  this mountain; and you say that in 
Jerusalem is the place where men ought t o  worship" (Jn. 420). 

"Believe me woman," Jesus said,"that the time is coming when 
i t  wi l l  be neither on  thir mountain nor in Jerusalem that you wil l  
worship the father." 

Belore movine on  t o n  rositive statement of what worsbir wi l l  
be he clears the b o u n d  r i i h  thir negative shtement. ~ o r s b h  wil l  
no  longer be restricted to a place. H e  h not saying that it would be 

wrong t o  worship in Samaria (Philip's converts worshipped there) 
o r  Jerusalem (the earliest Christians even met in the temple for a 
while. cf: Acts 2:46). H e  is savine that WorshiD is no  loneer - - - 
restricted t o  just place. I t  wi l l  n o  longer be restricted t o  geogrnphi- 
cal location (Jerusalem) o r  architecture (the temDle). . . 

In verse 24 Jesus goes on t o  a positive statement o f  what 
worship wi l l  be. "True worshippers wil l  worship God in spirit and 
in truth." We w i l l  give more attention t o  this in our next artlcle. 
Suflice i t  t o  say now that our language which tends t o  l imlt 
worship to time and place cannot be justified from this passage. 
The o ld way of worship forthe Jews was regulated and restricted 
by time and location. But now the place of worship is the very life 
o f  the believer. "Your body is a temple o f  the Holy Spirit, who i s  
i n  you, whom you have received f rom God, you are not your own: 
you were bought with a price. Therefore honor God with your 
bod" 11 Cor.6:1)."You are a roval nriesthood. .."(I Pet. 2:19). So - ~ . . 
i t  i s  Christian's body that is the temple, God's dweiling p l ace .~nd  
the Christian himself i s  the Driest always on duty. So worship is a 
round the clock affair! -by Dave Hogan 

Having thus introduced the subject of Christian worship, 
in the July 15th, 1983 issue of The Evangelist, one week 
later, on the 23rd, he continued his diatribe as follows: 

Christian Worship in the New Testament II 
In Jesus remarkable conversation with the Samaritan woman 

be announced the dawning o fa  new age."A time is coming when 
you wi l l  worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem," he said. The veil separating sacred from secular 
would be torn asunder. True worship would never again be 
confined t o  time and place. The Levitical cultic system with its 
special priesthood and elaborate r i tual  at the tabernacle and later 
the temple in Jerusalem had i ts place. I t  was God-ordained but  
not  eternal. "You Samaritans worship what you do not  know; we 
worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews," Jesus 
exolained. clearlv takine his stand wi th revelation. In this he d id ~ ~ 

~~ 

, ~~~ - 
not equivocate. And the Samaritans i n  rejecting al l  or the O.T. 
except the five books of Moses were (like the Athenians i n  Acts 
17) worshipping in ignorance. But Israel had served its purpose. 
The Promired One had come and with h im the fullness and truth 
of which the old Jewish way was merely 1 shadow. 

"Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true 
worshippers wil l  worship the Fatber in spirit and truth, for they 
are the k ind  o f  worshippers the Father seeks."In v. 21 Jesus had 
loosed worship from geographical fetters, the temple and holy 
places built and guarded hy men. Henceforth the question "which 
place" is the wrong question. True worship, inaugurated by the 
life and ministry o f  Jesus Christ, is in spirit and in truth. Some 
have incorrectlv interrreted this t o  mean "in sincerity and 
according to God's word." What would be new about that? Jesus 
is contrastine the old way with the new. God has always expected 
man t o  worship in sincirity and according to H i s  iill. @or a 
full discussion see James D. Bale's InstrumenlalMusic ond New 
Worship pp. 19-20). This was clear in the Law  (Deut. 532; 6:4-9; 
1232; Exo. 25:2) and the continual cries o f  the prophets (for 
examole: Jer. El-4: 8:15). Jesus i s  sayine much more here. H e  is . - 
not putt ing new wine i n  old wine\kins but announcinga new and 
radically different understandinz for which the temple worship in 
Jerusalem was merely preparatory. 

We must listen carefully. This is a key issue in our relationship 
with God. "For such worshippers the Father seeks!"In misunder- 
standing o f  life wbich Jesus Christ came to bring us (Jn. 10:lO). 
Un t i l  Jesus Christ true worshin of the Jews and false worshir of 
Gentile had been characterized by 2 qualities: physical in substance 
and symbolic in nature. The elaborate temple cultus was "toucb- 
able, seeable and smellable", Cod's way of&ching and preparing 
people for his lull self-revelation in Jesus Christ. In Jesus "the 
word became flesh"(Jn. 1:14). And  through Jesus we, who live in 
the flesh, are empowered t o  offer God real worship. "God i s  
spirit9'(v. 24) is not a definition of his being anymore thanCGod is 
light'(1 Jn. 1:s) or 'a devouring fire' (Deut. 424). T o  know that 
God i s  spirit is t o  understand that he is life-giving. "In truth" 
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perhaps should be translated 'in reality", the greek word often 
occurs in John in the sense o f  "the real" - for  eg. Jn. 1:9. Jesus 
announces the wonderful news that we may now he real 
worshippers "those whose religious exercises are i n  actual fact 
and reality an  approach to God, and not a shadowy r i tual which 
either qounterfeits or at best merely symbolizes the approach t o  
God" (C. H. Dodd The Fourth Gospel p. 170). Worship now 
embraces al l  o f  life - not merely a few sacred hours a week. Every 
moment is now charged with meaning and purpose. This we must 
continue t o  explore as our series progresses! 

Hav ing  int roduced the subject o f  "Christ ian Worship"  
rather  t im id l y  o n  J u l y  15th, and  having thus waxed a l i t t le  
bo lder  in his  error  o n  the 23rd. b y  the J u l y  29, 1983 issue o f  
The Evangelist, D a v e  Hogan's e r ro r  was p la in  f o r  a l l  t o  
read. B y  h is  t h i r d  article, he was com ing  o u t  full bo re  as 
follows: 

Christian Worship: The New Testament 
In John 421-24. we have seen that unt i l  the comine o f  Jesus 

Christ worship was institutional, ceremonial, limited t o  specific 
times and places. I t  was physical in substance and symbolic in 
nature. ~ o k c l i m e s  ~h r i s t i a " r  hate *puken and thought of their 
worship i n  these Old Testament term*, restrictine their concept o f  
worsh6 t o  certain acts, l imit ing i t  t o  certain times. But  the-new 
wnrship o f  which Jesus spoke must not be so limited. 

"The hour is cnmine when true worshiooers wil l  worshio in - . . 
spirit and in truth.""And whatsoever you do, whether i n  word o r  
deed. do i t  al l  i n  the name o f  the Lo rd  Jesus, r ivine thanks to God 
the Father through Him." (Cnl. 3:17). 'SO-wheiher you cat or 
drink or whatever you do, do i t  al l  for  the glory o f  God."([ Cor. 
10:31). God seeks worshippers not detached acts o f  worship that 
have litt le or nothing t o  do  with the rest of the life of the 
worshippers. God seeks true worshippers - the worshippers 
themselves. I t  is the life of worship and not  the place with which 
the New Testament is concerned. For  the Christian wnrship 
begins as he emerges from the water$ of the new bi r th and lasts 
forever. 

But  i t  is possible that our popular expressions or our mental 
framework more nearlv corresonnds t o  the Old Testament oractice 
than to the New Testament principle. "Go to wnrship. Dismiss 
from worship. Acts o f  worship." If these expressions exhaust our 
understanding of worship weare wrong. I am not saying that our 
public assemblies are not worship but that they are only a tiny 
slice of our lives o f  worship. 

As followers of Jesus Christ we have come into fellowship with 
God. He is concerned with the whole o f  lives. We dare not fal l  
into the trap of compartmentalizing our life: "thi\ little segment is 
Gnd'r and is hnl) - bu t  the rest is secular and is minr!'So whether 
j o u  eat or whatrver )ou  do, do i t  ol l for the glnr) of God!" 1 his is 
the thest\ ofthi**eries of ari ic ler all l ife is worship. When we see 
our entire life as an  offering to God then our time at work o r  
schod o r  at play takes on  new meaning and significance. I t  can al l  
be done t o  God's elorv. Inevitahlv our hnmelife deenens. We 
cannot gather in p&lic-wnrship thin go home and be i n k i n d  t o  
our family o r  go to work and be unfair t o  our colleagues o r  go t o  
school and cheat. Everything in our lives has, by God's grace, 
been hrnueht under the lordship of Christ and is worship. 

In  our next article we wil l  sie how this life embracing under- 
standing o f  wnrship affected the teaching o f  the first century 
church. 

(Signed) -Dave Hogan 

P A T  MCGEE CALLS  ATTENTION T O  DAVE'S ERROR 
H a d  i t  n o t  been f o r  the alertness o f  one o f  o u r  Board 

members, P a t  McGee, neither I n o r  the rest o f  the Board o f  
Directors o f  F o u r  Seas Colleee mieh t  have k n o w n  anvth ine - - ~. .  ~~~~~ - 
fo r  a l o n g  t ime t o  come about  the foregoing series o f  
heret ical articles be ing  published b y  D a v e  Hogan  a t  the 
college. Dave's father, G o r d o n  Hogan,  that  August, was in 
the U.S., hav ing  been inv i ted b y  H a r d i n g  College t o  serve 
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as their so-called "resident missionary". f o r  that  academic 
school year. 

I t  is possible that  b ro ther  G o r d o n  may  no t  have known, 
as yet. the false teaching that his son Dave was do ing  a t  
F o u r  Seas College, in Singapore. However, when bro ther  
Pat  McGee  cal led these three articles t o  n i y  attention, I 
immediate ly  convened a special meeting o f  the Board  o f  
Directors, t o  which G o r d o n  H o g a n  also was invited. 
G r o w i n g  ou t  o f  said meeting. the fo l low ing  off icial  letter o n  
behalf o f  the Board  was sent t o  brother  D a v i d  Chew. then 
serving as Dean-Registrar o f  F o u r  Seas College, w h o  had 
heen left  in charge o f  the college while G o r d o n  was t o  be 
away in the U.S. at that time: 

2956 Allshore 
Memphis, Tennessee 38118 

August 31,1983 

David Chew, Dean-Registrar 
Four Seas College o f  Bible and Missions 
879-6 Ponggol Road 
Singapore 1954 
Republic o f  Singapore 

Dear brother David. 

Pursuant to the overseas telephone call that I made to you st 
9:OS vesterdav mornine (our time) which would be 10:05 the - .  
following night (your tinle), from my home address i n  Memphi., 
Tennessee, per above, I am sendine vou the following clarifyine 
letter furthe; explaining the instructions o f  the Board 07 ~ i r e c l o r s  
o f  Four Seas College o f  Bible and Missions, that I conveyed to 
you orally at that time. 

Because the members o f  the Board of Directors live quite far 
apart-all the way from Tennessee to Florida t o  Terns to 
California-it is not convenient for us to meet often: and when we 
do meet the occasion has to he for reasons that are vitally 
important. (Which is not to say, o f  course, that we have no 
communication with each other. As Chairnmn and Co-Chairman. 
I am i n  touch with brother Luper either by letter or by telephone 
several times each week continuously, except when overseas; and 
I try t o  keep al l  the n~embrrs o f  the board informed as to what is 
taking place whether by letter or by my Far East/ World 
Evange/i.vmNewsbtter. which. as you know, is published as a rule 
once each month.) 

Be al l  this as i t  may, because o f  the death o f  our faithful 
Secretary-Treasurer. brother G. 0. Reynolds, and because o f  the 
aging o f  a number o f  us  who have been serving on the Board o f  
Directors for a long time, as well as for numerous other reasons, i t  
seemed good to call an o f i c ia l  meeting of the board this past 
weekend, which for the convenience o f  the most who could come 
war convened i n  Room 622 o f  the Grand Sheraton Hotel. near 
the DallasIFort Worth International Airport, at 9 o'clock 
Saturday mornine, Aueust 27.1983. A quorum o f  board members 
was prr;mt f rnmthe beginning o f  themeeting, including I r a  Y. 
Rice, 31.. Chairman; Archie W.  Lupcr. Co-Chairman; two 
members newly named to the board- William S. Cline, who also 
is the new editor o f  the F i r m  Foundation, and Pat McGse, whom 
you well know. 3. W. McCorkC, who is a medical doctor i n  
Dallas, Texas. was unable t o  be on hand at the bqinning, but  he 
did come later during the morning and remained unti l  approxi- 
mately 4 o'clock that afternoon. A t  least two o f  the three 
remaining board members were unable t o  attend the meeting 
because o f  their uncertain health. 

I t  is not  the purpose of this letter to relate each and every thing 
that was decided in the above-mentioned meeting o f  the Board of 
Directors; the entire proceeding was tape-recorded and wi l l  be 
made a matter o f  record in the form o f  Minutes. However, 
inasmuch as you are in charge at Four Seas College, while brother 
Gordon Hogan is i n  the U.S. for the coming academic year 
teaching at Harding College, in Searcy, Arkansas, i t  seems 
appropriate that you he informed o f  the following decisions 
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announced hv Jesus"revolutionarv"(hv what authority?): and he which were fully &cussed and agreed upon-unanimously-by 
all hoard memhers present: 

I )  That new member 01 the hoard WilliamS. Clineshould now 
serve as  Secretary-Treasurer in the place 01 C. 0. Reynolds who is 
now deceased. 

2) That threeadditional trustees should now serve re: ownership 
01 the Four Seas College property at  Ponggol, in Singapore, 
together with Ira  Y. Rice. Jr., lormerly sole trustee, namely. 
A rrhie W .  Luper, Dalton P. Ellis and Vada Rice. 

3) That in the event 01 my death Archie W. Luper will succeed 
me as  Chairman 01 the Board 01 Directors. 

4) That all memhers a1  the Board 01 Directors should receive 
henceforward all publications, including student and/or  alumni 
puhlications. having to d o  with anything affecting Four Seas 
College. 

5) That the only English translations to be used by anyone 
either teaching the Bible a t  Four Seas College, in classes, or 
speaking to the chapel scrvices or  any other way, shall be either 
the King James Version or  the American Standard Version 01 
1901. This does not preclude pointing out  error in any other 
version: but it does preclude using any other version, in English, 
either as  authority lor  what is taught or as the basic text a t  Four 
Seas Colleee. Whereas comDarative studies are not prohibited. 
sludenl\ are required lo discontinue using an! Lny;lirh translalion 
other than I h e K J I ' u r  l h e . l . ~ l ' I o r  their ha\ic Bihlr \ludie\eilher 
publicly or  privately. 

6) Inasmuch as  the Board 01 Directors had learned that Enoch 
Thweatt had been invited to speak and/or  teach during the 
upcoming lectureship in September a t  Four Seas College-and 
we further had been made aware 01 doctrinal dillerences between 
hrother Thweatt and his lellow missionaries in Taiwan, brethren 
Joseph A. Ruiz and Tommy Ayord,  and also between brother 
Thweatt and brother TedLingren. a missionary in Thailand, it 
seemed best to us to inslruct President Hogan to rescind this 
invitation to hrother Thweatt until such a time as Thwestt sees fit 
to reconcile these doctrinal dillerencer. according to the Bible, 
with brethren Ruiz, Allord and Lingren. It is not acceptable to 
the Board 01 Directors lor known lalse teachers lo either speak or 
teach s t  Four Seas College. Every word regarding brother 
Thwestt's l a k e  teaching. re: the role 01 women in the church, was 
established in the mouth 01 two witnesses who were present for 
the meeting thst day. the two witnesses beingJoseph A. Rui rand  
I r a  Y. Rice, Jr.. both 01 whom narticioated in a seven-hour 
discussion with brother Thweatt and several others on the matter 
involved early last year in Taipei. Taiwan. A file olrorrespondence 
between bre th ren-~hwea t t  i n d  Lingren lurther convinced the 
Board members that Thweatt cannot he depended upon to 
contend lor  the faith re: the New Testament teaching concerning 
marriage, divorce and remarriage. We regret the inconvenience 
this cancellation 01 brother Thwestt's invitation entailed with 
regard to your upcoming lectureship; however, the cause 01 
TRUTH is the basic reason for the existence of Four Seas 
College, and once it is eslnblished that a speaker or  teacher is 
indeed a lalse teacher, truth must take precedence over inron- 
venience whether his or  ours. 

7) With regard to the Board 01 Directors 'dismisr~l 01 brother 
Dave  Hogan, as  a lalse teacher, a t  Four Seas College, please be 
inlormed that this decision was not entered into lightly or without 
due consideration. When one of our board memhers, brother P a l  
McCee, was through Singapore, in July. he came across three 
separate articles written by Dave Hogan, that had appeered in 
three successive issues of the student publication known as The 
Evan~el is t .  As W 8 S  discussed by the hoard last Saturday. Dave's 
1athe;President G o r d o n ~ o ~ a i  being present, the rens; 01 those 
three articles combined was contrary to the word of God. 
Without even trying to be exhaustive in this presentation, among 
the things we found ohiectionable in his articles were the 
following points: 

In Par t  I, he cast doubt on  what he called the %'five acts 01 
worship"; he styled Jesus'discursion with the Samaritan woman 
as "scandalous" (it wasn'f); he called the kind 01 worship 
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. . .  . . 
said that "our language which tends t o  limit worship to time and 
place cannot he justified" in view 01 the passlge he cited. 

In Part 11, he taught that "true worship would never again he 
confined to time and place." I1 not, how can we explain Acts 20:7 
and I Corinthians I6:l-2 ("first day 01 the week") as to lime; and 
what about Hebrews 10:25 ("the assembling 01 ourselves to- 
gether") as  to place? And there are other passages that could be 
cited. Even though the Levitical system with its special priesthood 
and elaborate ritual was commanded by God, Dave Hogan called 
it "cultic" in paragraph #I end relerred to temple worship as  
"cultus" in paragraph #3. Knowing the derogatory connotations 
these two words convey in modern usage, as one o lh i s  education 
surely must, such description is practically blasphemous. In 
paragraph #2, he said. "Some have incorrectly interpreted this to 
mean'in sincerity and according lo God's word'." Incorrectly? He 
then said lor a luller disruaaion see James D. Bales'Instrumental 
Music o n d N e w  Worship, pp. 19-20. Until hrother Bales can get 
hack on  the truth regarding marriage, divorce and remarriage, we 
consider him to he a lalse and unreliable teacher: therelore we ~ 

object to his being used as authority lor anything. In the middle 01 
oaraeraoh #3. Dave denied that "God is spirit" (John 4 2 4 )  and . - .  
"God is light3;(1 John 1:s) are definitions-01 God's being. well, 
that is exactlv what they are. and the esoteric, private interpre- 
tation D a r e  put on  t h e i  just isn't so. And to cit; C. H.   odd, a5 

he did, who is not a Christian, hut a modernistic, denominational 
theologian (ie., a lalse teacher) is both useless and wrong. Since 
when d o  we cite lake teachers to support truth at Four Seas 
College? This is not acceptable! 

As lor Dave's unsupported teaching that "warship now 
embraces all 01 life-not merely a lew sacred hours a week", he 
could not prove this from the scriptures i l  his lile depended on  it. 
It is just not true. 

In Part Ill. pursuing his loregoing assertion thal worship now 
embraces all 01 lile, he raised several points to object to, in 
paragraph #3, such a s  "go to worship", "dismiss lrom worship" 
and "acts 01 worship"indicating such expressions are wrong. It is 
our persuasion that every one 01 these can be scripturally 
sustained. 

Compounding the ollense thst all 01 us sullered because 01 
hrother Dave Hogan\F lalse teachings, per loregoing(and his own 
lather Gordon Hogan agreed with us that they are false), we 
noted that every single quotation that Dave ollcred in hisarticles 
were lrom the New International Perxion. You will recall the 
warnings that I personally gave in the chapel programs I spoke 
on, when I was a t  Four Seas College there last March. Did 
brother Dave think I was beating the air? It was my intention that 
all such use of the N I V  as well a s  all other such questionable 
versions be disrontinuedjrom then on. Both I and the Board are 
appalled that Dave should show such little respect or  regard for 
what the Chairman of the Board 01 Directors had lo  say with 
regard to the versions. 

In addition to all this, brother Pat McGee has inlormed the 
Board thal brother Davc habitually devotes much i l  not most 01 
his own personal study to books on  theology written by denomi- 
nalionaltheologians. This perhaps could be the key to all the lalse 
teaching that he has been doing now lor quite a long time. How 
studying false hooks written by false teachers would help anyone 
to teach or  to preach the truth maker no sense a t  all! And if such a 
teacher is so enamored 01 lalse teachings himsell that such 
occupies very much 01 his study, it is hound to color what he 
teaches to others. 

In view 01 all these thingsand possibly other points thet I may 
not have covered in this letter, and having discussed similar 
offences with Dave a t  leneth. orivatelv. when I was there in 
Singapore last  arch-andslid knowing that Pat McGee and 
Dave's own father had talked with him privately to little or  no 
avail-with sadness and much sympathyCor his parents we have 
decided that Dave no longer is acceptable as a teacher s t  Four 
Seas College and hrother Gordon Hogan hasagreed to so inlorm 
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him on our behalf. Instead of teaching others, Dave has regressed 
to the point that Hebrews 512 now describes him precisely. 

As you recall, when Vada and 1 were there in March. 1 
the college library with a set 01 the 13 bound volumes 01 

Conlending tor the Failh. Also I think vou have all three volumes . . 
of i r e  on the Rool. I t  will help you and others to be able to 
recoesize false teachers for what they are-especiallv those who 
wander through Singapore from the i:.~.-if jou win familiarize 
yourselves with this material. We arc not sayine that everv teacher . .. 
or student from the institutions that I am about to nam; is false; 
however. these particular institutions have proven to be sources 
of many kinds of false doctrine: Pepperdine llni~~ersily, Hording 
Croduok School. Hording College. Sunsel SchoolojPreoching. 
While's Ferry Rood School o j  Biblicol Sludies and any of the 
schools of preaching with an)' connection to Crossroods Church 
of Christ. of Cainesville, Florida. Anvone coming throueh 
Singapore connected in any wag with any of lhese institutions 
needs to be screened carefully on a case-by-case basis before brine 

willing, by or about the middle of September. Meanwhile, you are 
free to show this letter to brother Eddy Ee, Dean of Students. and 
also lo  brother Kwon Toi Choom. 

I n  the cause of trulh. 
(Signed) 

Ira Y. Rice. Jr.. Chairman 
Board of Directors 
Four Scas College of Bible and Missions 

P.S. Before dropping this into the mail. I telephoned to brother 
I.uper and read the entire letter to him for his approval or 
suggestions. He said lhal il appeared to him to be letter perferl 
and lhat I should go ahead and send i t  wilhout change or 
alteration. except that he fell that you should give a copy 01 it to 
each 01 the studenls at Four Seas College and also lo any 
re.vponsibIe member of the church there in Singapore requesting a 
r o w  of il. . . 

invited to speak. Any giving lorth an "ncertain round on any I mighl add lhal lhis i s  an ojjiciolletter on hehall of the Board 
point of doctrine should no1 be invited to speak or teach. We are ,,I ~i~~~~~~~ and just something personal by me as 
determined to keep the doctrine pure at Four Seas college and individual. Vada's and mv hesrts are devnslaled lhat i t  had to he 
your cooperation to this end will be greatly appreciated. 

. 
written and our hearts eo out to Cordon and Jane, whom we lo>e. 

Should there he any furlher questions thal you or anyone else Our deepest hope i s  that Dare, whom we also love, may come to 
may have in these regards. brother Archie W. 1.uper and I, a s  realire the wreck and ruin that his presenl course is causing to the 
Co-Chairman and Chairman, respeclively, of the Board 01 extent that he will turn around and follow in the Old Paths of 
Directors, should be happy to reply upon our arrival. Lord truth once again. IYRJr. 

Moulmein Road Church Violates I1 John 9 - 1  1 
By Accepting Dave Hogan Without Correction 

I t  was precisely at the point of our having to dismiss "CHRISTIAN WORSHIP I N  THE NEW TESTAMENT: 
Da le  Hogan lor  teaching falsely at Four Seas College that RESPONSE TO OBJECTIONS" 
a whole new situation began to nlateriali/e. His own father When the Editor of THE EVANCEI.IST recently inlrodueed 
Gordon Hogan had agreed with us in our  aforenlentioned the new series. which began with the July 15th, 1983 issue, he 
Real-d o i  Directors nieeting or August 27. 1983. that we explained that its primary purpose is  to serve the brotherhood 
had no other choice hut to dismiss Dave. Since we-~ through edifying. encouraging and informative articles. I t  was in 
perhaps had aerced for ~~~d~~ to he the one to lhis spirit that I began to write a series of articles entitled 

infornl D~~~ ofhis~isnl issal ,  we, olcoursc, have no way of  "CHRISTIAN WORSHIP I N  THE NEW TESTAMENT." I n  
knowing what he ha,,e said to However. to  writing these articles I aimed to encourage our Christian readers 

to be more committed and faithful to our Lord. I was saddened to 
our astonishment. thc very ncxt week after Four Seas 

learn that some brethren, in particular Brother Ira Y. Rice, Jr, 
College disn~irsed Davc Hogan for his ialse teaching, the and the members of the Board of Four Seas College ,all orwhom 
MoulnitZin Ruutl  church o f  Christ. which 1 personally had ,,,id, in the U.S.), considered them to be contrary to the Word of 
established in  Singapore from 1955 onward. announced Cod. This saddens me because I am firmly committed to God's 
that they were o<(epliny Dave t o  he their minister-and 
this without even the slightest prctense ofcorrection on his 
part. This action by the Monlmein Road church was i n  
direct violation o f  11 John 9-1 1. which reads as follows: 

Whosoever transgresseth. and abideth not in  the doctrine of 
Christ. hath not God. He that abideth in  the doctrine of 
Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. I f  there come any 
unto you, and BRING NOT this doctrine. RECEIVE H I M  
~ 0 ~ i n t o  your house, NEITHER B ID  H I M  GODSPEED; 
lor H E  THAT BlDDETH H I M  GODSPEED i s  PARTAKER 
OF HIS EVIL DEEDS. (11 John 9-11). 

Nothing would have pleased the other members or the 
Board of Directors niore than Cor Dave Hogan to have 
corrected his teaching. renounced i t  and returned to his 
fornlel- teaching o f  the truth. He did, in fact, make an 
upologefic k ind o f  statement, erroneously referred t o  by his 
father and by leaders o f  the Moulmein Road church as a 
"correction"-but i t  corrected nothing. A l l  i t  d id  was make 
an apology of sorts for  teaching falsely; but Dave Hogan 
has CONTINUED TO T E A C H  FALSELY t o  this day. 
Following is what he wrote, as i t  appeared in the September 
14. 1983 issue o f  The Evangelisr: 

Word and desire only to know and do His will and to encourage 
others to do the same. The same words sometimes mean different 
things to different people. I believe the1 misunderstandings have 
arisen through my poor choice of words or lsilure to develop 
certain ideas fullv - mv own failines as a writer which I deplore . . 
and through the patience and lorebearance ormy brethren I hope 
to correct. As a Christian I feel responsible not only for what I 
intended to write and actually wrote but also for what my readers 
concluded in  reading. 

Brother Rice, in  a recent letter to Brother David Chew, 
objected to several words or expressions in  Parts I, I1 and 111 of 
my series. I would now like to clarily my intentions and make 
whetever changes are necessary to correct the misunderstandings. 

Brother Rice objected to my styling Jesus' conversation with 
the Samaritan woman in John 4 as scandalous. By this 1 meant 
only to help readers understand the social and cultural setting of 
Jesus' discussion with the woman. I t  was an offense to the 
propriety of Jews for a Jew lo speak to a Samaritan (whom they 
reearded as does). I t  was also 0ffensi.e for a man to speak in  ~ ~ .. . 
pubIic to a woman. Because of his love for people Jesus violated 
these ungodly customs and dared lo speak not only to a Samaritan 
and a woman but, doubly worse, a Samaritan woman. Please 
forgive my choice of the word scandalous for conveying lhis idea 
as i t  failed to do so for some readers. 
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Brother Rice also asked by what authority 1 described the new 
worship Jesus announced in John 4 2 1  and 23 as revolutionary. I 
r ls im no  authority and desired only to help readers see that to 
first century Jews, who revered the Temple and their holy city 
Jerusslem, Jesus' announcement o f  a radical change would be 
new and different, perhaps even threatening. Forgive me for 
failing to develop that idea more fully. 
I 

Cultie and cultus were two other words (used in Part 11) t o  
whieh Brother Rice objected because o f  their derogatory connota- 
tions. These were poor choices on my part. I foolishly used them 
i n  their technical sense as having reference t o  the elaborate 
levitical ritual and temple ceremonies (grain and animal sacrifices, 
incense, instrumental music, etc. cf. II Chron. 29:18-35). 1 should 
have taken into consideration their had connotations in current 
usaee for describine bizarre relizious zroupr that worship their - ~ 

human leaders. I didnot  i n  any way mean to speak badly or God's 
way i n  the Old Testament Levitical System. Please forgive my 
poor choice of words here. 

Brother Ricealso objected t o  my statement that"God is Spirit" 
is, l ike other biblical statements ("God is I.ightMin I John 1:s and 
"God is a devouring fire" in Dt. 4:24), not  a definition of God's 
being. I only meant to call attention t o  the fact that biblical 
writers, unlike greek philosophers, d id not seek to satisfy 
speculative thinking hut t o  call men to right l iv ing before God. 
Thus since God is Spirit (Life-giving) men must worship in spirit. 
Since God is light (Holy)  men must walk in light. Since God is a 
devouring fire (Jealous) men must worship no  graven image. But  
i n  this I am venturing into waters too deep for my present 
understanding. I was wrong to share undigested and half developed 
thought and ask for my reader's forbearance. 

Brother Rice's main objections relate to the central thesis o f  my 
articles: "As for Dave's unsupported teaching that 'worship now 
embraces all life-not merely a few sacred hours a week.'he could 
not prove this f rom the scriptures i f  his l i fe depended on  it. I t  is 
iust not true." Brother Rice saw this thesis as undermining the 
Chrirtian a$ssmbl). Ilr said that I indicated that rxpre%it,nq w c h  
a\"artr nf  wt,r\hio.""et, to wt,rqhip."and"di\miss from wur\hip" . - 
are wrong. I do not say this. These expressionsare not intrinsically 
wrong. In the article I wrote: " I f  these expressions exhaust our 
understanding o f  worship we are wrong." They are wrong only 
when we restrict our understanding o f  worship t o  them. I n  
Romans 12:l Paul beseeches us t o  offer our bodies to God as 
living sacrifices(in contrast to the sacrifices o f  dead animals i n  the 
Jewish temole worshio) which he says is our "soiritual service" or . . 
"worship"(ASV margin). "Or know ye not that your hody is a 
temple o f  the Holy Spirit which is i n  you. which ye have from 
Cod? and ye are not  your own; for ye were bought with a price: 
glorify God therefore i n  your hody." I Cor. 6:19-20. "Whether 
therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, doa l l  t o  the glory 
o f  God." I Cor. 10:31. Similarly i n  I Peter 4:7-11 the apostle 
concludes a list o f  exhortations t o  godly thinking and living "that 
in al l  things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ." These 
passages clearly teach thnt worship is more than just our corporate 
assemblies. 

In tenchine thnt we worshio God i n  our bodies do the New " 
Testameut writers undermine the importance of the Christian 
assembly? Certainly not. I t  is precisely because our dnv to day 
l i vesar i to  be l ivedto the glory o f  Godihat  our regular cbrporate 
assemblies are so important. Those who have given their whole 
lives t o  God recognize the need for being with their brothers and 
sisters i n  Christ. The only passage i n  the New Testament which 
encourages Christians not t o  forsake their assembling together 
was written to Christians who were in danger o f  giving up their 
Christianity. (Heb. 10:23-25). The purpose o f  the assembly is, 
through corporate worship, t o  encourage us al l  to live lives of 
worship throughout the week: 'Let us hold fast the confession of 
our hope that i t  waver not ... and let us consider one another t o  
provoke unto love and good works; not fo rsak in~  our own 
assembling together, as the custom o f  some is. but exhorting one 
another" (Heb. 10:23-25). In our assemblies all thing. should he 

done unto edification ( I  Cor. 1426). In singing we admonish and 
instruct one another while also praising the Lord  (Col. 3:16) 
which helps us t o  live our lives under the Lordship o f  Jesus Christ 
(Col. 3:17). I n  preaching we are challenged and encouraged t o  he 
more faithlul (ll Tim. 4:l-2). In the Lord's Supper we remember 
our L o r d i  death by which we are saved and a l l i rm our unity ( I  
Cor. ll:23ff; I Cor. 10:16-17). In giving of our means we meet the 
needs o f  fellow Christians (1 Cor. 16:l-2). I n  prayer we pray for 
each other and ask for God's forgiveness, hlessine and zuidance .- . - - - 

(James 5:16; Col. 4:2-6). Paul also commnnded that the scripture 
he read (I Tim. 4:13: Col. 4:16). Bv my count that makes 6 acts o f  - ~ ~~~ . . .  
worship. But whether we count five or six the expression "acts o f  
worshio" itself does not occur in the New Testament. What is . 
most important is that wedo God's Wi l l  i n  assembling regularly 
for the ouroose of huildine one another up  and helpinz each other . . 
live our dnily liver t o  the praise and g l o r i o f  God ( ~ ~ h .  l:6,12.14; 
2:lO). 

Since i t  was through the medium o f  The Eva~~gelisl that some 
o f  mv renders were offended, i t  is on  these pages that the . - 

necessary corrections had to he made. Because of my love for the 
Lord. H is  Word and my brothers and sisters in the family o f  God 
I submit this material in hope that i t  wi l l  correct misunder- 
standings that resulted from my first three articles. Again, I ask 
for my readers' forbearance for my poor choice o f  words and 
expressions i n  my original articles and 1 pray that my poor 
judgment wi l l  not be misconstrued as wilful false teaching. I urge 
al l  readers to join me in being not only hearers hut  also doers o f  
GodS word. (Jas. 123). 

(Sinned) -Dave Hogan 

F r o m  a casual reading o f  the f o rego~np  statement b y  
b ro ther  Dave. novices o r  those not  hav ing  their senses - 
exercised t o  dist inguish t r u th  f r om er ro r  might  see no th ing  
w rong  w i t h  i t .  However. if you n o w  w i l l  go  back over i t  and  
pay st r ic t  a t ten t ion  b o t h  t o  what  he d i d a n d  did nor say. let 
me point  ou t  why  neither I n o r  other members o f  the Board 
were disposed t o  acccpt whet he wrote as sufficient 
correct ion that  we cou ld  forget the  whole th ing  and  inv i te 
h i m  back to teach once again at F o u r  Seas College. 

F i rs t  o l a l l .  if y o u  w i l l  rcfer back t o  the letter that I wrote 
undcr  date o f  August  31. 1983. t o  b rb ther  D a v i d  Chew. 
then Dcan-Registrar o f  Fou r  Seas.College, i n  the postscript 
o f  that  letter 1 made i t  absolutely clear that  "this is a n  
oJficial letter o n  behalf o f  the Board o f  Di rectors and no t  
just something personal b y  me as a n  individual"-yet. as 
you  read d o w n  th rough Dave's statement, though he does 
ment ion  the Boa rd  once, i t  is clcar that  he is t ry ing  t o  make 
this seem l i ke  a disagreement between h i m  and me 
personally. n o t  between himself and  the Board. I t  was a n  
ac t ion  o f  the Board,per  se. no t  just  me. wh ich  resulted in 
his dismissal. N o t  just I. but  the other Boa rd  members, too. 
deeply resented this a t tempt  t o  t u r n  at tent ion away f r o m  
the fact  that  he was being dealt w i t h  b y  the Board,  n o t  just  
b y  me. 

Secondly. what  was his purpose in parenthesizing those 
words w i t h  reference t o  the menlbers o f  the Board o f  F o u r  
Seas College when he wrote. ''1 was saddened t o  lsarn that  
some brethren, in par t icu lar  Bro ther  I r a  Y. Rice, Jr. and  
the members of the Board  o f  F o u r  Seas College (a l l  of 
w h o m  reside in the U.S.), consider them to  be contrary t o  
the W o r d  of God." Wha t  possible diflerencc did i t  make 
n'here the Board  members reside! And what  difference 
wou ld  tha t  make as t o  what  is and  is n o t  considered t o  be 
"contrary t o  the W o r d  o f  God"! Subsequent evenis have 
proved abundant ly  that  a concerted effort i s  being made t o  
discredit the Board-me in part icular-not on the basis of 
r igh t  and  w rong  b u t  on the basis that  we are "over here" 
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and  they are  "over there"-so why should we have any  
"say" in what goes o n  over there? It seems t o  matter 
nothing that ALL the funds both for  the Moulmein Road 
building and  for  the Fou r  Seas College property was raised 
"over here." those who have closed ranks behind Dave 
Hogan in his e r ror  clcarly want t o  be left free t o  follow any 
doctrinal course of their own choosing without having t o  
consider what you. I or  anyone  has to say f rom the U.S. 
side-particularly those of us who are  determined t o  follow 
a "thus saith the Lord." 

Thirdly, it was nor just "a poor  choice of  words" that  
caused t h e  Board to dismiss Dave Hogan f rom Four  Seas  
College, but false reaching, which he very well knows. 
Before D a v e  went t o  Harding Graduate  School. he never 
seemed t o  have any  difficulty in word choices; bu t  ever 
since returning from there he teaches doctrine which 
cannot  be excused on such a basis. 

Fourthly, when asked by what authority hedescribed the 
"new worship Jesus announced" a s  "revolutionary," he 
said. "1 claim n o  authori ty. . . ' '  No aurhorirjj? I Peter 4:l 1 
requires. "If any  man speak,  let him speak a s  the oracles of 
G o d . .  . "  T o  speak "as the oracles of God" is t o  speak hy 
their aurhoriry. But Dave Hogan claims "NO authority!" 
Evidently. then, he wants  to follow quite  a different course 
than that  upon which both the churches o r  Christ, in 
general. and Four  Seas College. in particular, a re  supposed 
to be based. 

Fifthly, did you seeanywhere in his statement wherein he 
corrected his teaching that ALL. L IFE  IS W O R S H I P ?  
Remember that he said in his third article. "This is the 
thesis o f  this series ofarticles: All life is worship."The word 
of God does not  s o  teach-but Dave Hogan did rhen and  
.sr;//  doe.^! 

While all this was still fresh. it was the judgment of the 
Board that 1 needed to fly back t o  Singapore and see what 
could be d o n e  t o  salvage what Dave Hogan had gone t o  
such ereat nains t o  destrov. Bv the time that I arrived in 
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early Octoher,  there was a general sentiment. especially 
a m o n g  the faculty of Fou r  Seas  College, that  we ought to 
give brother Dave another  chance. I sat down with ail 
concerned there at  th r  college and we discussed the whole 
rna t t e r a t  great length. Although it was against my own 
personal best judgment. I agreed t o  put it t o  the Board of 
Directors, upon my return to the U.S., and if they agreed 
then I would acquiesce. 

Therefore. under da te  o f  Noveniber 2, 1983. 1 wrote 
directly to Dave Hogan,  in Singapore, saying, 

November 2. 1983 
Dave Hogan 
131 Moulmein Road 
Singapore 1130 
Republic of Singapore 

Dear brother Dave, 
Uoon returnine t o  the U.S. in late October. I eot in touch with 

w 

other members of the board of directors of Four Seas Collegeand 
related to them the discussion we had that Friday mornine and - 
also the recommendation of your fellow teaehers that you be 
given another chance to teach at  Four Seas College. The same as I 
told you at  the close that morning I said that I still was not quite 
cure of your own views with regard to the matters involved; 
however, that I, too, felt that we should give you another 
opportunity to teach in harmony with what we believe to be the 
truth. I told them that vou had assured me that it had not been 
your intention to teach otherwise and that you had apologized for 
the offences occasioned by those matters we discussed. 

It was the sense of our considerations among the board of 
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directors that vou should be eiven another chance to teach- - 
however that, if so. we needed certain assurances from you. Upon 
condition that these assurances are forlhcomine from vou. that - . . 
we would leave it between you and brother Dovid Chew, our 
present DeanIRegistrar, to decide when you might begin again. 

I )  Concerning the English-language version (or versions) that 
you both will use yourself as well as encouraee others to use. 
whether at  Four Seas College, at  Moulmein Road, or anywhere 
else as the basis for vour teachine will be either the Kine James 
Version or the ~mer i can  Standardversion of 1901. If yo'cannot 
aeree to this in eood conscience. then you cannot teach at  Four 
Seas College. I cannot stress enough how important this is to the 
board of directors. In our view toleration of or even encouraee- - 
ment of all these modern speech translations whether in Singapore 
or anywhere else has led to nothine but confusion and a divisive 
 spirit.^ We may have been over-long in putting our collective foot 
down, but we will talerate it no loneer. Please think this throueh - - 
carefully before you agree to it. If for any reason you cannot live 
with it then let us know for our further decision in reeard to your - 
teaching. 

2) Do you or do you not believe and teach that everything we 
do from the point of our baptism onward i5 worship? If you s/ill 
believe this, after all the discussion we had that morning, there is 
no way that you could teach without this coming through. We 
need for you to assure us that you no longer believe this, hence 
will no longer teach it. 

3) In our view, instead of assigning studies in theology or  any 
other doctrinal books written by non-Christians, all of our 
students at Four Seas College need to be warned against sueh 
books. We understand that many of the standard reference 
works, such IS concordances, Bible dictionaries and the like have 
been prepared by non-Christians. We are not aware of any 
particular danger that sueh would lead young Christians off. 
However, such is not the case with theological and doctrinal 
books by such. You need to assure us that you will not make such 
assignments and that you will not encourage studies in them 
either publicly or privately. You may have been assigned such 
studies while at  Harding Graduate School. That may not have 
been such a good idea either! But we are 100% against it at Four 
Seas College. Young minds that have not been exercised to 
discern between truth and error are too easily led away after 
error. We are not willing to tolerate such a risk. 

This letter is not being written to you as a personal letter 
between you and me, but in an official letter upon behalf of the 
board of directors of Four Seas College. Upon condition that we 
received the assurances called for in the three paragraphs 
immediately above, we are willing for you to resume teaching at 
Four Seas College as you and brother David Chew agree 
together. The assurances should be addressed to-- 

Board of Directors 
Four Seas College of Bible and Missions 
% Ira Y. Rice, Jr.. Chairman 
2956 Allshore 
Memphis. Tennessee 38118 
U.S.A. 

In the Cause of Truth, 

(Signed) 
Ira Y. Rice. Jr.  

If brother Dave Hogan really wanted t o  be reinstated as  
a teacher a t  Fou r  Seas College, in Singapore, the Board of 
Directors thus clearly had accorded him a scriptural and 
reasonable basis upon which this could be accomplished. 
However, from November 2,1983 (when this was airmailed 
t o  him) until February 28, 1984-a period of almost four  
months-there was complete silence from him. 

Then,  under tha t  date, writing from Singapore, thc 
following communication was received from him: 
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February 28,1984 
Dear brother Rice, 

Greetings in the Lord. Please lorgive my slowness t o  write. I'm 
alraid correspondence is one 01 my weaknesses. I really admire 
you and my dad l o r  your ability to maintain contact with so many 
i n  such a disciplined way. I'm trying t o  lo l low your example - but  
it's not  easy. I continue to be gratelul lo r  your challenge and 
exnmple to my family years ago which resulted in our moving to 
the mission field and influenced my own decision t o  serve the 
Lord in this way. 

A lew weeks ago I lound a book in my dad's oflice entitled "The 
Lord  Wi l l  F ind A Way Fo r  Me-which reminded me 01 that early 
history. I n  a lesson at Moulmein I read a selection l r om your 
chapter in the book to the Moulmein brethren as a real life 
example 01 God's providence. They appreciated i t  very much. 
Some were reminded 01 your lesson m couple 01 years ago about 
your own pledge to"go anywhere with nnyoneand do anything t o  
preach the Gospel." The work is going well at Moulmein. There 
have been five baptisms in the last lew weeks. Other studies are 
underway. Recently over 60 brethren pledged t o  be involved in 
various works 01 the congregation. A number volunteered t o  help 
with the Basic Bible Course. I t  has proven an ellective tool lo r  
contacting and thoroughly teaching prospects. We hope to 
continue using i t  i n  winning souls t o  the Lord. 

In response to your letter on  behall 01 the board 01 Four Seas 
please convey my desire t o  serve i n  any way the board deems 
necessary. I wi l l  happily comply with the policies and guidelines 
which the board has laid down l o r  the good o l the school. Should 
the board decide that I should not teach 1 wil l  respect and uphold 
their derision. As an alumnus 01 Four Seas 1 am deeply 
appreciative 01 all that I received as a student and I continue to 
encourage young people t o  take advantage 01 the unique 
opportunities i t  ollers in preparation lo r  service in the Kingdom. 

While I was visiting my lamily in the States my dnd mentioned 
that you had called to express concern over my teaching 
concernine the Holy S ~ i r i t .  In a Bible Class I simply tauxht (as 
best I understand) that the biblical teaching concerning the Holy 
Spirit bears no resemblance t o  Pentecostal emotionalism. As I 
understand the Pentecostal doctrine they glibly speak 01 the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit as a second experience involving 
emotions and miracles (almost always "tongue speaking") lor  the 
spiritually elite. The best way I know to  counter this lalse and 
destructive doctrine (which, unlortunately. is growing in Singa- 
pore) is t o  show that in the New Testament Paul uses the 
expression "baptized in One Spirit'' us applicable to all the 
Christians i n  Corinth in relerence to their baptism into the body. 
( I  Cor. 12:13). H e  also says that when we were baptized the Ho ly  
Spirit was poured on us (Tit. 35-6). Thus his language relers not 
to some second emotional or miraculous experience but  t o  the 
reception 01 the Spirit in becoming a Christian through initial 
gospel obedience i n  the waters 01 baptism. 

Since some brethren have expressed reservations about this 
understanding I've ceased teaching this as s way 01 dealing with 
Pentecostalisn~. I realize that the study o f  the Ho ly  Spirit isnot  an 
easv one and so I wi l l  eladlv defer t o  brothers who know and - .  
understand more than I do. Again, I appreciate your concernand 
assure you that I will never make an issue of this matter but  rather 
I'm open to further guidance and instruction. 

Again, l must ask you t o  forgive nne lo r  being so slow i n  writing. 
Please convey my greetings t o  the board and my desire to serve 
the school as they deem best - whether in teachine or. as an 
alumnus together-with other grateful alumni, in ho l i ing  up  the 
hands 01 the adntinistration and faculty. 

Your fellow servant 01 Jesus Christ, 

(Signem 

Dave Hogan 

As m u c h  as the Board  o f  D i rec to rs  had been hop ing  that  
brother  Dave Hogan  wou ld  send us a letter that  we cou ld  

be convinced o f  his doc t r i na l  soundness once more. 
a l though we found no th i ng  object ionable t o  the arr irude 
evinced by his foregoing late, late reply, we found n o t h ~ n g  
in i t  wh ich  answered specifically the second po in t  we had 
raised i n  o u r  November  2. 1983 letter, wherein we had 

asked, "Do y o u  or do  y o u  n o t  bel ieve and  teach tha t  
everyth ing we d o  from the point of our bapt ism onward  i s  
worship?" Under  that  same point,  ou r  letter had stated, 
"We need for y o u  t o  assure us that y o u  n o  longer believe 
this, hence w i l l  n o  longer teach it." Since his evenluai reply 
failed t o  answer specifically this centra l  po in t  at issue, there 
wasjust  n o  way that  we cou ld  agree t o  pu t  h i m  back in as a 
reacher-perticularly in view o f  his mo re  recent advocacy 
o f  a non-miraculous "baptism of the H o l y  Spir i t" ,  a false 
doc t r ine  espoused by one o f  his teachers a t  Ha rd ing  
Graduate School. R ichard  Oster. 

Actual ly ,  b ro ther  Dave  had photocopied a false art icle 
b y  Bruce Terry,  of Val ley View, Texas. entitled, "Bapti7ed 
i n  One  Spir i t ."  wh ich  espoused this false doctr ine, and  had 
been spreading i t  n o t  on ly  in Singapore bu t  o n  i n to  
Malaysia and eventually o n  d o w n  in to  lndoncsia, as well. 

I t  was not  the Board's wish o r  in ten t ion  unnecessarily t o  
offend either Dave H o g a n  o r  his father  G o r d o n  Hogan, 
then serving as President o f  F o u r  Seas College. as he had 
heen fo r  many  years. However. in l igh t  o f  these and  other  
fur ther  develnpments. we asked brother  G o r d o n  t o  meet 
w i t h  us in a n  of f ic ia l  meet ing o f  the Board  the fo l low ing  
month,  at l.ittle Rock.  Arkansas. Since. by then, he was 
wel l  i n t o  his academic year as "resident missionary" a t  
Ha rd ing  University. at nearby Searcy, we felt that this was 
about  as convenient  f o r  h i m  and  a l l  concerned as we cou ld  
niake i t .  In that  meeting i t  was evident that brother  G o r d o n  
expected us t o  accept brother  Dave's letter o f  February 28 
as suff icient reply t o  o u r  earl ier letter o f  November  2. We  
just couldn't. A n d  a l though i t  was clear l o  a l l  that Dave 
was t ry ing  t o  w i n  his way hack i n t o  o u r  good graces 
w i thou t  real ly correct ing anything, we made i t  clear t o  
G o r d o n  that  we n o  longer deemed h i m  rel iable as a teacher 
o f  God's word .  Th is  was the unanimous view o f  a l l  the 
Board members present. no t  just mine. 

Tha t  we were no t  being un fa i r  to Dave was sustained by 
reports o f  his con t inu ing  false teaching, especially i n  
Singapore. Malaysia and Indonesia. T h e  young leadership 
o f  the M o u l m e i n  Road  congregation kept insisting that he 
had made things r ight  and  that  we ought t o  accept i t .  
However. later that same year (1984). even qfrer wri t ing, 
per foregoing. as he had. he s r i l l  was m a k i n g  those same 

falseargumenrs. F o r  example. under date o f  Ju l y  29. 1986, 
b ro ther  l v i e  Powel l ,  w h o  fo rmer ly  had preached ( inc luding 
1984) a t  Dexter. Missouri,  one o f  Dave's support ing 
congregations ($400.00 a month), wrote t o  me conf i rming 
what  I bad learned f r o m  previous conversations w i t h  him 
w i t h  regard t o  his (Dave's) support being canceled at 
Dexter .  Brother  Powel l  wrote f r o m  the Bellefonte church 
o f  Christ.  o f  Harrison, Arkansas. saying, 

July 29,1986 
I ra  Y. Rice, Jr. 
2956 Allshore 
Memphis, T N  38118 

Dear Brother Rice: 

I t  was good talking to you the other day. Here is the inlormation 
you requested regarding Dave Hugnn. 

I n  the fall of 1984 the elders at Dexter. Missouri (Joe Raker. , ~~~~~~ ~. 
Weed Bu r l eon  and Date (;ri*st,ml and I had heard sonue thing, 
ahcnul Dabe Ilogsn's teaching,. We found out that Da*e war in 
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town and met with him on a Wednesday night following services. 
During the course of the discussion I asked Dave if he believed 
Christians today received the Baptism ofthe Holy Spirit. At first, 
he would not directly answer the question. Instead he asked that 
we turn to Acts 1:4-5 and I Cor. 1213 and then stated that "the 
promise" in Acts 239 was the fulfillment of Acts 1:4-5. When 
asked if he believed the Baptism of the Holy Spirit was miraculous 
he said not today. Brother Grissom and I clearly pointed out to 
him the truth bul to no avail. Finally, l looked at him and said. 
what you are saying is that you believe Christians today receive 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit but that it is non-miraculous and 
you don't call it that because brethren won1 understand. To 
which he said yes. When asked if his father believed as he did 
regarding these things he said no. 

Another area of discussion centered around worship. When 
asked if he believed everything the Christian does is worship, he 
said, "It could be", to which 1 asked, if he (pointing to Reed 
Burleson) is out plowing on a tractor is that worship? Dave 
replied, "It could be." I then asked. if he (pointing to Joe Baker) is 
out pulling a calf is that worship? His reply was the same as 
before-"It could be." Although he never came out and stated in 
so many words that he believed everything the Christian does is 
worship, it was very evident by his answers. 

At the close of the discussion Dave informed the elders that he 
was returning to school. A week or so later the elders told the 
congregation they would no longer be helping in the support of 
Dave Hogan since he was returning to school. They said nothing 
regarding his false teachings. 

A short time later 1 saw you in Memphis. You asked if the 
elders let Dave Hogan go because of his false teaching. I stated 
they announced to the congregation they were dropping support 
because Dave was returning to school, but the real reason was 
because of his false teaching. Now this was my thinking although 
the elders did not come out and state that to me or to the 
congregation. I hope this information will set the record straight. 

Because of Christ 
(Signed) 

lvie Powell 

When. during conversations with Gordon Hogan and 
the young leaders of the Moulmein Road congregation, 
last year. particularly with reference t o  the ownership and 
trusteeship of thc Moulmein Road property, the report 
that I had previously made that the real rcason for Dexter's 
withdrawing their financial support from Dave was his 
false teaching. this was outright denied hoth hy Gordon 
Hogan and thosc young leaders. They said they had 
checked on it with Dexter and itjust wasn't so-that it was 
just because Dave was going hack to school and has asked 
that it be dropped. 

I knew that I had been told that reliably, and that I had 
not misrepresented. This lcd mc to get back in touch with 
brother Powell, Dexter's preacher a t  that time. who wrote 
the foregoing letter in response to my further inquiry. 

However, there is nothing like getting it "straight from 
the horse's mouth." as  thc old saying goes; therefore, by 
prior appointmcnt, 1 asked two brethren, Curtis A. Cutes, 
Director of Memphis School of Preaching, and Keith 
Mosher, minister of the Southaven church of Christ, both 
of Memphis, Tennessee, to accompany me t o  sit down and 
talk with the Dexter elders in order to establish "in the 
mouth of two or  three witnesses" (11 Corinthians 13:1), 
exactly what happened. On the afternoon and evening of 
Thursday, December 4th. 1986, we three brethren from 
Mcmphis journeyed to Dexter, Missouri. Starting a t  7 
p.m., that same evening, we discussed with all three of the 
clders of the Dexter church of Christ the circumstances of 

their discontinuing their financial support of brother Dave 
Hogan during the late summer of 1984. 

They all three togetherjointly informed us that they had 
learned of certain false teaching that brother Dave Hogan 
had been doing the previous year(1983) while still teaching 
a t  Four  Seas College. in Singapore. which disturbed them 
greatly. particularly his teaching that "baptism of the Holy 
Spiri1"continues-also that "everything Christiansdo after 
baptism is w o r s h i p y w i t h  both points of which they 
disagreed with Davc's teaching. 

Thcy further informed us that hrother Dave did not 
come in lo  discuss these matters voluntarily, but that they 
had purposely called him in with a view to dropping his 
financial support i f  he could not or would not correct his 
teaehing. They eniphasi7ed to us that they already had in 
hand well hefore thcy called him in copies of  The 
Evanyeiis[. published by the studcnt hody of  Four Seas 
College of Biblc and Missions, dated in .luly, 1983. wherein 
his false teaching appeared. together with his further 
statement which he had published in Septemher. 1983. 
after being dismissed from further teaching a t  thc College. 
also Ira Y .  Rice, J r ' s  letter to Dave of November 2. 1983. 
together with Dave's reply to said letter of February 28. 
1984. I t  was thcir expressed vicw that the doctrincs under 
consideration. which had bccn taught hy Dave at Four 
Seas College. werc in error: also that his further statcnient 
and letter had done nothing to correct his doctrine. 

Thc Dexter elders had not kept a record of the cxacl date 
of their conversation with brother Dave Hogan after they 
had called him in: however. all three declared that i t  was 
sometimes between thc end of Fehruary. 1984, when he had 
written his last letter tob ro the r  Rice, and August I .  1984. 
which was the datc of their final support check which they 
had written to hrother Davc. [Norr: Afrerfurthrr chrckiny 
rheirfinancial records, they .said rheirfinal .supporr check 
acruallv was wrirren Orroher I ,  1984.1 They said that even 
though his earlicr slatemcnt and letter, referred to ahovc, 
were supposed to he for correction of his false teaehing, hc 
srill was arguing for [hose same posirions re: everything 
being worship and baptisn~ in the Holy Spirit, when they 
called him in. They further made i t  clear to us that it is only 
a technicality that they discontinued his support upon his 
request in view of his returning for furthcr studies at 
Harding Graduate School that September, that even i f  he 
had not so requested they would have dropped his support 
anyway, since he still clearly held his false views and 
persisted in contending for them during their face-to-facc 
discussions with him upon that occasion. 

A signed slatemenf bearing witncss to the foregoing 
rcport of what the Dextcr elders told us, signed by Curtis 
A. Cutes, Keith A. Mosher, Sr., and Ira Y. Rice, Jr.,  is 
available upon request from any one of these three named 
hrethren. 

WHY SUCH A LENGTHY REPORT SEEMED NECESSARY 
No doubt some (possibly many) of our  readcrs may be 

wondering why such a lengthy report of the hcresy of one 
young false teacher, such as  Dave Hogan, was cvgn 
necessary. It is because that, growing out of a misguided 
defense of this young preacher, both his father Gordon 
Hogan and the young leaders of the Moulmein Road 
church of Christ, now are taking positions totally contrary 
to positions they long held before, which already havc 
caused schisms to develop all ovcr Singapore, and which, if 
not repented of and abandoned, almost surely will cnd in 
total apostasy from thc truth of the gospel. 
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I t  is no seeret that I personally raised every cent of the doubt something could have been worked out already. I 
money that was necessary to purchase the property at 131 did. i n  fact, t r y  to work something out a few years earlier. 
Moulmein Road, i n  1957 and 1958. 1 besought the brethren with brother Hogan himself, together with M r j .  Tan Keng 
at that time t o  sign together with me as trustees o f  the Koon. my wifeVada and meservingas trustees. Because of 
Moulmein Road property. Somewhat to my astonishment, a certain requirement by the Singapore governnlent, which 
they refused. saying, that other such property. bought by I shall discuss in  a later article, our lawyer found i t  
the denominations, had been swindled and sold by un- impossible to finalize the papers; so that did not go 
scrupulous members, and that they sinlply did not want to through, although a l l  involved knew i t  was my ful l  
be thus placed i n  the path o f  temptation. I promised those intention. 
original brethren then that, as long as i t  was i n  my name. However, now with the doctrinal stability both o f  brother 
theyeould depend on i t  that nosuch Personseverwould be Gordon Hogan and the novice leaders o f  the Mou ln~e in  
able to swindle us out o f  it; however, I further pron~iscd Road church in  scrious question, resulting f r o n ~  the 
that when Moulmein Road church of Christ ever did defection of brother Dave Hogan onward. an entirely new 
mature into a congregation with local scripturally qualified situation faces us as to what arrangements need to be made 
elders (they never have!). i t  would be my pleasure to sign with regard to the 131 Moulmcin Road property. I n  his 
the property over either to them or to whomsoever they Sin,qopor(j/ASIA Nrwsk l le r  for August 1. 1987. brother 
might designate as trustees. This promise still stands; and Hogan had somewhat l o  say about this which leaves an 
Gordon Hogan and the present young leadersat Moulmein entirely different impression from the facts as they are 
Road al l  know it. known by me to be. Just why hc should take i t  upon 

Being by now past 70 years o f  age, no one i s  more himself to misrepresent I am not quite sure. However. i n  
conscious than I that other arrangements relative to our Octohcr i.ssue o f  Con tend indor  rhe Faith. we shall set 
ownership and trusteeship o f  the Moulnwin Road property forth thc FACTS in  detail. so thal A l l .  may know the 
need t o  be made. I f  I deemed brother Hogan and the young T R I l T H  o f  thc WHO1.E MATTER.  
leaders of the Moulmein Road church to be faithful. no 

pDoo r, 

WORLDWIDE MAILING COMPLETED 
In the June 4 issue of The Edifier, the weekly publication 

of the Pearl Street church in  Denlon, Texas, i t  was an- 
nounced that the Pearl Street elders. Harry Ledbetter and 
Millard Smith had decided to lead the congregation in doing 
something to try to counteract the Boston ChurchlCross- 
roads Movement. The plan was to mail a copy of a 300-page 
book and a 30-page tract refuting, exposing and opposing 
the movement to every congregation in the world. T h ~ s  work 
grew out of some conversations between brother Ledbetter 
and brother Ira Rice at Southwest Lectures during April in 
Austin. Texas. 

The book, entitled. A Critique o f  How Christianity Grows 
in the City, was written by Wayne Coats. As its title suggests. 
it is a response to and refutation of a book by Alvin 
Jennlngs, entitled. How Christianity Grows in the City. 
Brother Jennings advocates a single eldership and treasury 
for every metropolitan area, with snlall "house churches" 
with their own elders or leaders composing "the church" in 
such an area. The scheme he advocates is similar to Roman 
Catholicism in its structure. Brother Jennings dedicated his 
book to the Boston Church of  Christ, indicating that i t  had 
most fully implemented his plan. 

In 1985 brother Jennings mailed a copy of  his little book 
to about 15.000 congregations, asking them either to send 
him $3.00 for the book or return the book to him. It seemed 
that it was only right to mail an expose' of his book to every 
congregation without "charging" them anything for it! 
Besides the book, a "bonus" tract would also be included. 
The tract which was planned for the mailing is Crossroads 
From the inside, by Bronwen McClish Glbson. In this 
booklet she tells of how she became involved in the 
Crossroads Movement a few years ago. It lays bare their 
domineering mindlbehavior-control tactics which were used 
on her and what others who have escaped from the cult 
have indicated were used on them. 

This would be no small project even for a large congre- 
gation and Pearl Street has only about 200 members. l t  
would cost a sizeable amount of money-first estimated to 
be approximately $25.000. This was certainly a financial 
load Pearl Street could not shoulder alone. News releases 
were sent to several Gospel papers, appealing for financial 
assistance. Brother Rice sent thousands of letters to various 
individuals and churches, appealing for help in this work. 

We hoped and trusted that brethren would respond. 
Arrangements were made with brother Coats and sister 

Gibson whereby they would allow their book and tract, 
respectively, to be made available at their absolute cost. 
Brother Bil l  Cline, Jr., of the Firm Foundation staff, was 
most helpful i n  making the printing arrangements for the 
16,000 books. A new printing of 16.000 tracts was ordered. 
A cover letter was written to accompany the materials, 
explaining why they were being sent. Envelopes had to be 
ordered, an address list secured and labels affixed to the 
envelopes-and everything had to be in multiples of 16.000! 

It took longer than we had hoped or planned to get 
everything together for this project due to the sheer 
quantities involved. The tracts and the envelopes (already 
addressed) arrived in late June. On August 17 a shipment of 
16,100 books was delivered to us and it was time to begin 
assembling and stuffing all of the packets. A few brethren 
came from two nearby congregations (Krum and Bridge- 
port. Texas) to help. but most of the work was done by Pearl 
Street members. Some worked almost day and night for two 
or three days. We still were short of enough money to mail 
all of the packets by the time they were ready, but had more 
than enough to mail the 700+ that were going to churches 
on foreign soil, so these Were mailed immediately. 

It would be almost another month before we should be 
able to mail the almost 15.000 packets to domestic ad- 
dresses. In  fact, they were twice mailed! On September 8 a 
caravan of eight pickups hauled this mailing to the Post 
Office and unloaded it-only to be told that it was all 
incorrectly sorted. We had no choice but to take it all back 
to the church building and resort it, although we had 
consulted with postal officials numerous times so as to 
avoid any such surprises. This time, we got some people 
who were experienced in this sort of work and who had 
worked with the Post Office on other jobs to dig back into 
all of the hundreds of bags of mail and handle each packet 
again. We finally got all of the material into the mail on 
September 14! 

This was indeed a project of wonderful cooperation 
among brethren! No sooner had the announcement of these 
plans appeared in The Edifier than we began to receive 
favorable responses, including financial help. The response 
has come from almost every state in our nation and from 
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some foreian areas. The  amounts have ranoed f rom $1.70 t o  ., ~ - ~ -  = - -  ~ - ~ ~ 

~ 1 . 0 0 0  They nave come  l r om elder y people o n  penslons t o  
yoLng c o ~ p  es an0 f r om all ages i n  oetween. as well as f r om 
congregations o n  the m sston f lelo an0 f r om we l-eslao- 
llsneo congregat~ons .  Tne fact o f  tne  matter IS that t h s  has 
turned ou t  to b e  a major ral lying point for ou r  brethren! We 
d o  no t  know  how  many individuals and lo r  congregations 
sent contr ibut ions th rouah brother Rice and the  Bellview 
church  i n  Pensacola. ~ k r i d a .  since those contr ibutions - - - ~ ~ - -  ~, ~.~ ~ - - ~ - -  ~ . - .  
were forwaroeo t o  LS  n s ngle c n e c l s  wee* oy week l rom 
B e  lvlew W e o o  know that almost 30Cseparalecontr,o~lions 
have oeen sent t o  Pear Street. What a w o n d e r f ~ l  !no cat lon 
o f  love for the  t ru th  this represents. 

Pearl Street has received more  than enough money t o  
cover al l  o f  the  expense o f  this work. The  overage wil l  b e  
used t o  send auantities o f  these aood materials in to  areas 
whlch have bekn esoeclallv taraeikd h v  the Roston Church  

(NOTE: 111 checkiny n.ith rhe Bellviens/ Pensacola e1der.r 
as lo how I J I U ~ ~  c?frhe ahove-menrioned rota1 had been sent 
in  hv readers qf Contending for the Faith, rhey said rhar 
conrriburions rorallinl: $830.00 n,ere received and sent on 

ro Pearl Street b! Bellvieu~ In Ju1.v. $2,783.00 in A U ~ U S I ,  
and $5,013.00 in Seprember. Anvrhing received after char 
n~ i l l  be sen, and reported larer. Much appreciarion to  
everyone havinl:a par! in makinl: /his monrrmenlal mailing 
possible. I /  is wonderful rhe way our readers conrinrre ro 
back us up in  e~,eryrhinl: u,e underrake.fir rhc rrrrrh ofrhe 
yospel. 

Ever~.where we, yo. now rho1 rhe mass niailinl: of rhis 
marerial c,.r/)osiny Crossroads and Bosron for u.har they 
reall! are has been received borh narionu,itle ond world- 
n,idc., brerhrcv and c.hurche.s are e[fusive in /heir erpressions 
( ! fal~[~reciar ion. One brother in particular. Harold Bigham 
a ,craduare of Bellilieu~ Preacher Trainilll: School, now 
preachinl: in rhc, Jackson, Mi.r.sissippi area, ler us krrou. thar 
Bo.rron has raryerrd Ja<.kson and askedfor an addirional 
I00 i.c>p;cr l? l th i r  r~?ai lo~rr /br  0i.vrribution there. There, too. 
have heen senr. 

War(h our Ocroher i.rsueforfurrher ylowiny reporrs qf 
rhir n7iyhr1. and .siyn!ficant efforr to  preserve rhe rrurh of 
our C(1d horh f o r  rhis and .future yenerarions of rhe 
churcl~c~s qf' Chrisr. I YRJr.) 

Notes & Q 
SIXTH ANNUAL DENTON 

LECTURES PLANNED 
Tne Pear Slreet Cn.rch o f  Cnr st in 

Denton Texas nos! 01s s %In malor 
annLa ecl.resn p horemoer 8-12 1987 Tne 
S XTH AhhdAL DENTON LECTltRES w - --- -~ - -  ..... 
be devoted to a studv of the books of I. II. 
and I l l  John. A wide bariety of material will 
oe corereu ov 35 spea*ers from a parls of 
Ine nal on ae, ver ~g 35 eclLres Tne anm of 
tn s ec1,re st., cs s la  orow uc 1.1nuamenta. 
and sound Blbf~cal teachnu to edlfv all who 
attend and who will have access to the 
lectures through the audio and video tapes 
and the book of the lectures. A malor aim of 
thelecturesalso is to helD combat and exDose 
religious error both wiihin and withoui the 
church. The lectureship book (approximately 
500 pages) will match those of prevlous 
years (Sludles in I Corinthians. Studies in 
Hebrews. Sludres m the Revelation. Studies 
In Acts ana Sl!,d.es In Galaf ans, 

Tn s ecl-!esn p tealures a (la I Y  ' D sc.5- 
son  Forum tMonclav-Tn~rsaavl in wh ch 
assigned suhjects o i  contGv6;sy will be 
discussed. The subjects this year will be: 
"The Need To Try The Spirits"; "Imputed 
R~ghteousness"; "The Teaching of Christ': 
Fellowship and Unitv": and "Aonosticism." 
After a lecture on each of these-subjects on 
their respective days. questions from the 
audience will be encouraged. 

Exhibit space is available for both com- 
mercial and non-commercial interest, subject 
to invitation andlor approval by the Pearl 
Street elders. Housing in the homes of local 
Christians will be provided as long as it lasts. 
Several major motels are located in Denton. 
Hook-ups (including a dump station) for 
travel trailers and motor homes will be 
provided on the church parking lot. For 
further information you may write to: Dub 
McClish, ADL Director, 312 Pearl Street, 
Denton, Texas 76201. or phone: 8171387- 
3531.387-1429. 

Glynn V. Purdy, oiCoffeeville, Mississippi, 
lenewing for another three years, said. 
Preaching thetruthandstanding for itseems 

to be a lonely position these days and some- 
times it seems that few are listening. Yet the 

uotes ... 
-0rosa u to oosoanaiha! w r m ~ s t a o ~ o s a v e  
o ~ r o w n  sorls We m.sl WARh ln rm an0 tne 
D 000 01 S-cn is not on OLr nearts wnelner 
they heed or not. We also know that the'lew' 
has always been the obiect of the Lord's 
cause. I am always encouraged by Ezekiel 
when I could otherwise be discouraged 
(Ezekiel 3:14-20). TheLordsaid to'preach the 
word'and did not expect us to keepscore. He 
will do that ... May;the Lord bless you in his 
service." 

Ralph 8. Kuykendall, of Grand Prairie, 
Texas, renewed.saying, "I hope you contlnue 
with your good work lor the Lord." 

Mrs. Drerell E. Bell. of Morriston. Arkansas, 
ordered 12 ~ODiesolourissueon Crossroad- 
ism for ~anuaiy11986. 

Samuel P. Fields, of Fordland. Missouri, 
distributed some 01 our sam~ le  c o ~ i e s  there ~- ~~ 

and signed up three new subscribers. 
Mr. EL Mrs. Carl E. McAfee, of Missoula. 

Montana, enclosed $25.00 "to help with 
expenses," saying, "Our congregation has 
been almost totally destroyed by the Cross- 
roads Movement and the New Unity Move- 
ment as taught by Rubel Shelly in his book I 
Just Wan1 lo be a Christian. W e  need all the 
help we can get . .  Keep up your good work. 
We amreciate it." 

.'~;6ssroads Packets" c o n t ~ n ~ e  l o  oe 
oroered wqae y ny those arlempl.ng l o  fort f v  
tnernr;el~e~ ano otners aaatnst rne#nc,rslons 

~~ . -~ 

of this aross error. ~ & n q  those recently 
a rderkg  same are ~ a c k s o i  P. English, of 
Lumberton, NorthCarolina (1 packet);James 
Barnes, of Monroe, Michigan (1 packet); 
Bessie Dawson. of Centerville, Tennessee (2 
packets), saying, "Don't give up the fight. 
Crossroadism is still very much alive and 
working-HARD; Mr. EL Mrs. John 8. Hamll. 
of DeSoto. Texas 11 0acket);C. P. Stickels. Of 
B ~ i i m i n ~ t o n ,  lndi ina ( I  packet); Margie 
Davls, of Pagosa Springs, Colorado (1 pac- 
ket); WlllleEL Myra Long, of Detroit, Michigan 
I1 Dacket): EarleneSteaall. of Dodson, Texas 
i2backeis). William D.-~ipp, of Greenwood. 
Arkansas 12 packets). Robed Turner. Mlaml. 
Okahoma 1 1  Dacketl Warne Foshee. of 
~ a r i ~ o u l d ,  '~rkansis ' ' (1  picket); Lareece 
Maggard, of Powderly. Texas (1 packet); 

Grays Prairie Church o t  Christ. or Scurry, 
Texas (1 packet): Shelly Medley. of La Place. 
Louisiana 11 oacket): Rolland Sorensen. of 
Zanesviile. bh'io (1 packet); ~ i w a r d ~ .  Blaier. 
Sr.. of Athens. Alabama ( I  packet);Patricia J. 
Ellls, of Aurora, Colorado (1 packet)-and 
other orders continue to roll in. 

(NOTE: Should you or others wish toorder 
our"Crossroads Packel"olspproximately 20 
s~ec ia l  issues 01 Conlendlng lo r  the Falth. 
which we have published Gxplaining and 
exposing Crossroadism. please inclose $9.95 
tor each packet desired and address your 
order to CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH, 
Post OfliceBox26247, Birmingham, Alabama 
35226. Postage is included in this price. 
IYRJr.) 
1 

Steve Thayer. of Higginsvllle. Missouri. 
turned in two new subscriptions, saying, 
"May God continue to bless your efforts." 

Among others ordering additional copies 
of our special Boston/Crossroads issue for 
Mayl1987, areGeorge Becklotf. of Oakwood. 
Oklahoma (12 copies); John A. Croom. o l  
Edmond, Oklahoma (12); Ben W. Parnell. of 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana (25); Mrs. Wreath 
Kelley, o f  Rantoul, Illinois (12); Jackson P. 
English, of Lumberton. North Carolina (25) 
(he also increased their standing order of 12 
copieseach month to30);RalphM. East. of El 
Cajon, California, ordered 12 copies, saying. 
"HOW nice it is that folks are still contending 
for the faith! ... Out here in California, Cross- 
roads is growing fast!"; Mrs. 0. J. Lowry. of 
Weatherford. Oklahoma, subscribed for three 
years. and ordered 12 copies, saying, 'We 
really appreciate your truthful presentation 
on problems In the church. Crossroads is a 
true cult." 

(NOTE: Should you or your congregation 
wish to order that particular issue re: Bos- 
ton/Crassroads. vou will find our BUNDLE - .~~ 
RATES llsled on  'Page 2. Ptease enclose the 
appropriate smouni with each order and 
address i t  to: CONTENDING FOR THE 
FAITH. Post Ottlce Box 26247. Birminaham. 
Alabama 35226. IYRJr.). 

- 
G. 8. Cyphen, of Burkesville, Kentucky 

42717,enclosed $25.00, saying."Useitwhere 
it is needed the warst." He also informed us 
Inat the Harlo.er cnLrcn ot Chrlst wnere ne 
attenas will oesendlnq $50 00eacn montn to 
tne s ~ p p o r l  of o ~ r  Far Easr l~or ldEvangel~rm 
wor* 'for as long as we can 

22 CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH-September11987 
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SECOND ANNUAL MISSISSIPPI 
LECTURESHIP-HISTORY 

Sldney Whlte 
TheSecondAnnualMbsissippiLecfureship 

isnow historv. Weat East Main wereorivileaed 
to host this'great event last week and i h e  
response wa~tremendous. Many good com- 
ments contlnue to be made from those who 
attended The elders nave alreadv b e a n  
receiving letters of thanks and encourage- 
ment for hosting the lectureshipand taking a 
Stand fortruth. 

This great effort was well attended at both 
day andnighlsessions. Those who registered 
came f romt 1 stales. 64 Cllles and 75dlfferent 
congregations We truly appreciate those 
who SboDOrted bs and encodraoed L S  in  thns 
work. we believe theannual lect;reshipalong 
with theshield of Faith publication is doing 
much to hinder the progressof digression in 
the state. 

There is a lectureshi[, book containina 
o ~ t l  nes o f  the speeches and audlo (cassettej 
tapes of a I the lectures The book is $3 00 and 
the laoes are S2 l o  each or $34 On for t l e  .- . ~~~ . -- .. ~. . - 

entiresel. ~ h e s e  mav be ordered bv writino 

set ~ h e s e  may be purchased from'Joe 
McDonald, 4924 N.W. lath, Oklahoma Clty, 
OK 73127 

Plans are already unfolding for the Third 
Annual Miss iss ip~i  Lectureshb which will be 
conduclea at the Nonns~de chbrch of Chr st 
n Mer dlan Moss sslpp the last f ~ l l  week in 

AdaLsl of 1988 ~ A b a  21-251 Whv no1 mark 
yo;r calendar now?-plan toiake dart of your 
vacation and be with us there. 

-East Main fnlormer - September I, 1987 
Judlto D. Aton, minister to the Central 

Manila church of Christ, in the Philippines, 
now In further training at Brown Trail School 
of Preaching. Hurst, Texas: "I hope and pray 
that you can ... help meestablish a preaching 
school in  Manila. I'm working out a curri- 
culum. The Philippines is in need badly of 
SOUND preachers and lovers oftruth." 

* * * * * * * *  
SPECIAL NOTE 

Many of our readen either send in a new 
subocrlptlon or a change ot address and 
evidently expecl us to stop whatever we are 
dolngand enter same on our computer upon 
recelpt. Wherem we try not to delay such 
matters, the fact remains that we have many 
fsce(. of our work and thme have totake fhelr 
turn In sequence. We have so many to enter 
each month-hundreds, In fact-that we ask 
everyone to allow tlve or slx weeks betore 
these are entered on our malllng Ilst. Even 
then we may ml lu an oaaslonal one; but 
please bepatlentwlth us. Wereally aretrylng 
to do our beat.-The Edftor. 

Wendell Tentson, of Bixby, Oklahoma, 
contributed $50.00 to our contending-for- 
the-faith fund. saying. "We share mutual 
concerns for the brotherhood. The time has 
comefor metouphold thetruthand wagewar 
aaainst false brethren. Not onlv to contend 
for the faith but through our cassette tapes 
Offer a Bible correspondence course. No 
doubtthework you aredoing hassaved many 
conareoations. 

''me 6ave been taping our lessons forabout 
a year and a half. 28 tapes on the Holy Spirit 
and several other vital subjects ... 

Enclosed is a check in the amount of 
$50.00. We are just hard working people with 
adesire tospread the truth ..." 

Thomas M. Lltman, of Bergholz, Ohio, 
responded to our offer of asample bundle to 
be distributed to introduce the Daoer to 
others saying. ' w e  would bevery pieased to 
naveyod send ussample b~nd leso f  Conrsnd- 
mu for the Fajfh. We will disolev them in 
southern ~ i l l s c h u r c h o f ~ h ~ ~ a n b s e ~  +we 
can get yousamenewsuDscrlbers I get yodr 
Conrenn'nng for the Fauh and always pass it 
on 10 OLr preacher 

The way some of us are going at 
world evangelism it is hard to  fell ifit is 
the Great Commission or the Great 
Commotion that we are attempling to 

furfill. 
* * * * * * * *  

Ozroe Bush. Center. Texas: "I don't want to . ~ ~~ ~ 

miss one issue." 
Mn. Clay Reid. Coahoma.  exa as; added an 

"extra" $5.00 to her check renewing her 
subscriDtion. savins. "KeeD theremainderfor . - 
your work." 

B. L. Phllllps, of Nashville. Tennessee. 
subscribed and ordered a bound volume, 
savina. " K e e ~  UD the aood work! I'm sure it 
oflen-gets discouraaiha and frustratina at 
times, bbt good 1s b i i n i  accomplnshed " Ho 
alEO added $88 00 to nos check. saying. "The 
remainder to oe bsed as seems best." 

Ruby ~ a i k e r ,  o f  ~ i l b u r n ,  ~k l ahoma ,  in- 
closed $25.00 with her threeyear renewal, 
saying, "Use the rest as you see fit." 

Robell F. Wagner, Marshall. Texas: "The 
great need todav is for more elders who will 
iupport the preaching of the truth and not 
bow l o  'majority' which is popular and much 
easier." 

Thomas Waldrum. Branson. Missouri: "We 
enjoy the news we receive and hearing what 
is happening among the members of the 
church." 

Troy F. Carr, of Pigeon Forge. Tennessee, 
when renewing hissubscription, did so forsix 
years, adding another $25.00"to help spread 
the gospel." He also asked to be kept on the 
list t o  receive the annual bound volumes of 
Contending for the Faith." 

J. D. Wardlow. Bloomfield. New Mexico. "I 
enjoy thls paper very mdch and share 11 with 
my neighbors whowon'tsbbscr~belo 11 KeeD -- =-"- 

HarddDuBulss4n. SalemDurg. North Caro- 
Ina Y o ~ r  art~clesaresoneeded in t h ~ s t  mc 

as so manv are lnberal in the c h ~ r c h  tadav ~ -~ 

Thank yoti good brethren for keeping us 
informed of these cults that are invading the 
church of our Lord." 

Maymle Rlgney, of Morrison, Tennessee, 
renewed for another, inclosina an "extra" 
$10.00 "for your missionary w o k "  

AIbell F. Robinson. Bowling Green, Mis- 
souri: "I aooreciatevew much all thearticles . ,  ~~~ 

-. - ~ 

exDosina ~rossroadkm.  It needs verv much 
l o b e  e<posed ... l appreciate your eicellenl 

~ ~ 

work." 
June Wllllams, secretary forthe Palm Lakes 

church of Christ, Hialeah. Florida:"Wewould 
appreciate it if you would send one of the 
bundles so that we might get some of the 
brethren here interestedinsubscribingtoit. I t  
is a very informative work." 

Samuel Glazler. o f  Pontiac. Michigan, sent 
$25.00 for a six-year renewal to Confending 
for fheFaith. So didJamesN. Meets, of Halls, 
Tennessee. And George C. Stlmpson. of 
Tyler, Texas. turned in anew subscription for 
six years. 

Ernest Underwood, Singapore, Republic of 
Singapore: "Since our last report, I have ... 
sent out the first issue of Asian Oracle of 
Truth. It has caused quite a furor among 
someof theso-cailed "leaders" in some of the 
congregations here. These leaders have 
demandedthattheir members not besent the 
paper. Such men are imitators of the priest- 
craft of the Dark Ages. We shall not be 
intimidated by their arrogant demands. We 
have bath the opportunity and the ability to 
teach the aosoel throuoh the means of this 

~~~ 

Paper,andhesha I not ailowsomeself-made 
demagogue determane l o  whom we may or 
may no1 send the publicat on 

WllllamSmall, Smithville, Ontario, Canada: 
"As YOU mav note. we are a arouD in Canada 
w h o  does oppose Boston and '~rossroads 
andwlil cont.nueto11ghl as ong as Goo wol s 
us to I do feel it mav we I be ataPtnna I m p  n -~ ~~ ~~ -, ~ . .  ~ - . . ~  
the historv ofthechurch. It mav beGod wants 
us tostand and be counted.   his is when the 
c h x h  will be the church of our Lord. 

I can well remember brother Rice's first 
article on Crossroads and shortlv after that 
coming into contact with theredulls at the 
South Trail church of Christ in  Sarasota, 
Florida. 

I will send further information as I receive 
it from our area, as there is a doublethreat we 
are faclng-Bostonlsm and L beral.sm " 

A. E.Stevens, of Brenham Texas. In Paylng 
for one of our Bound Volumcs. added 543 00 
onto his check. saying. "~hanks.  keep up the 
good work with Contending for the Faith." 

Howard Blazer, Sr.. of Athens, Alabama, 
contributed $10.00 for Contending for the 
Faith. 
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FOR ELDERS, DEACONS, PREACHERS, TEACHERS AND CONCERNED CHRISTIANS 

Is 1987 A 'Watershed Year' 
For Boston/Crossroads? 

Ira Y .  Rice, Jr, 

More than two years now have passed since it was 
announced in the Crossroads/Gainesville, Florida bulletin, 
At The Cr~ssroads, that because of "recurring sins," Chuck 
Lueas's services a s  minister to the Crossroads church of 
Christ. as of August 21, 1985. would be terminated. 

Just what those sins were never has been made clear. I 
telephoned both to brother Lucas and also to  Richard 
Whitehead, one of the elders of the Crossroads church, just 
as soon as 1 learned about  it, offering to  publish the facts if 
they saw fit to supply them. However, they never did, so I 
had no way of knowing what they were. Whatever they 
were, they resulted in the Lucases leaving their work with 
the Crossroads/ Gainesville chureh, in F lo r~da ,  and moving 
toThomasville, Georgia, where weare told Chuck has been 
"writing" ever since. 

Strange, isn't it, that in less than two short years the 
leadership ot the "Crossroads" Mo>emenl has shifted 
almost entirely from Gainesville, Florida to  Boston, 
Massachuserts! Nobody evr r  hears much about Gainesville 
anymore; however, that surely cannot be said of Boston. 
In fact, with Kip McKean, specially trained by Chuck 
Lucas, now having taken over the leadership of the entire 
movement f ~ u n l  his erstwhile mentor, the balance of power 
no longer resides in Gainesville, but in Boston, where 
McKean holds forth; and where he continues "speaking 
perverse things, t o  draw away disciples" after himself. 

BOSTON'S ROOTS ARE IN GAINESVILLE. FLORIDA 
Should there be any doubt on the part of anyone as to  

whether what is happening in Boston is entirely divorced 

from Crossroads! tialnesville. it should havr bern dispelled 
entirely by Al Baird, one of the two elders of the so-called 
Boston Church of Christ, when he apptared Octobcr 10, 
1987 a s  one of the four participants on the Forum for 
Preachers and Church Workers at  Freed-Hardwaan Col- 
lege, a t  Henderson. Tennessee. 

I he general themc or thc program that day (see advertise- 
ment that appeared in the Gospel Advocate for September 
17. 1987. which we have photographically reduced on Page 
3) was "Discipling, Church Growth, and Unity." Sited a t  
the Loyd Auditorium, on campus, and attended hy possihly 
between 1.800 and2.000 brethren, the topics for discussion 
that day included "Discipling," "Church Growth and 
Methods of Evangelism,""Bihlical Church Ol-ganization." 
and "Cause and Remedy for Division among Brethren." In 
addition to  A1 Baird, and his fellow-C~ossroader Steve 
Johnson,  min i~ te r  lo the Crossroads Church in New York 
City, who were defending "Crossroadism," Winford Clai- 
borne and Earl Edwards, both assistant professors of Bible, 
at  Freed-Hardeman College. appeared on the side of truth. 
Howard Norton,  editor of Christiar~ Chronicle, moderated. 

Rather than being apologetic or  defensive about it. Al 
Baird went out of his way to make clear that the roots of 
the Boston Movement lead directly to the Crossroads 
church in Gainesville, Florida. Therefore, when we charge 
Boston and those fellow-travelling with the Boston c h u ~ c h  
of "Crossroadism," we d o  them n o  injustice, since they 
espouse the Crossroads Movement rhemselves! 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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I Is Boston/Crossroads Real? 
I Or Is It, Like The Stock 
I Market, Mostly Illusion? 

That this strange, bizarre brand of false religion- 
rapidly becoming known as Boston/Crossroads is 
shot through with doctrinal error has been established 
beyond reasonable doubt. They may use the name 
church of Christ; however, only a naive person would 
confuse it with the genuine church of our Lord, 

Something oecurred to me just as the stock market 
was crashing on what is now referred to as Black 
Monday-October 19, 1987-is Boston/Crossroads 
for real? Or is it, too, like the stoek market, based 
largely on illusion? And will it, too, like its parent 
church-Crossroads/ Gainesville, Florida-come tum- 
bling down once the illusion bursts? After all, once 
Chuck Lucas left, we don't hear much about Cross- 
roads/ Gainesville any more! 

MOST BOSTON AREA/NEW 
ENGLAND CHURCHES AUTONOMOUS 

A telephone eonversation with a preacher of one of 
the faithful churehes in the Boston area but added to 
my quandary. He said that although the brotherhood 
in general has been led to believe that practically 
everything in the Greater Boston Area has "gone 
Crossroads,"it is not that way at  all-just the contrary. 

He said that in fact most of the churches both 
around Boston as well as throughout the New England 
area have NOT succumbed to the blandishments of 
this heresy, but steadfastly are maintaining their 
integrity as locally-autonomous churches of Christ. In 
fact, that a general meeting was being called t o  try to 
figure out how to disillusion the brotherhood on this 
very point! 1 ARE BOSTON/CRDSSROADERS OUR BRETHREN) 

Another illusion (or so it appear; to me) is that 
Boston/ Crossroaders are a t  leastpart of the brother- 
hood of Christ. Is this true, brethren-or have some 

I of us allowed ourselves to be deceived into just 
thinking so! 

As near as I can tell, whereas some of those who 
have gone to Boston/Crossroads already were mem- 

I bers of our Lord's body, those who were taught and 
obeyed a different doctrine and have been baptized 
there are members of something as diverse from the 
true church as the Christian Church! Is the Christian 
Church part of the brotherhood of Christ? Possibly 
the original members were; however, as that apostate 
body went more and more into digression, those 
baptized later Iost all claim to being members of the 
one true church. I do  not believe that the Crossroads 
churches, whether a t  Boston or anywhere else, are any 
part of the body of Christ. This, too, is just one more 
illusion. How can one be taught wrong and baptized 
right? 

Ira Y. Rice, Jr.,  Editor 

CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH-OcIaberll987 



Is 1987 'Watershed Year'? 
(Conlinued from Page 1) 

EDWARDS, CLAIBORNE 
DEFEND TRUTH 

I t  was with some apprehension that 
some of us first learned that it would be 
Earl Edwards and Winford Claiborne 
who would be speaking on the side of 
truth that dayagainst these twoeminent 
Crossroaders. Not that we questioned 
their soundness or  ability, but their 
lack of experience in dealing with the 
Crossroads Movement. 

As it turned out, by common eonsent 
among those of us who were present 
and heard the proceedings, our appre- 
hensions were tll.founded. It was ob- 
vious from the outstart that both uf 
these good brethren had "done their 
homew'ork." They were on top of the 
situation a t  all times from first to last. 
1fan)une on the Forum failed to deal 
with the issues it had to  be Johnson 
and Baird, not Edwards or Claiborne. 

My only objection to the way these 
latter two brethren conducted rheir part 
of the discussions was that 1 felt they 
were trying to  be so gentlemanly and 
restrained early on that I was afraid 
some in the audience might think the 
issue was not as desperately wrong and 
divisive as it really is. However, toward 
the close, that afternoon, both brethren 
began to press harder. which they 
should have. 

Any suggestion for improvement that 
I might makc would be that it might 
have heen more effective if they had 
begun pressing from the start as they 
did toward thecloseand then kept that 
sort of pressure up all day. [As 1 was 
told hy some on the campus, they may 
have been s o  fearful of "losing the 
young people" that they overdid the 
restraining bit. If this was the case, it 
seems to  me if we have to deal with 
young people with such kid gloves, we 
don't really have them anyway! Of 
course my judgment col~ld he wrong. 
which I frecly admit.] 

In any case, taken in the overall I 
was well pleased with Claiborne's and 
Edwards'defense o f thc  truth that day 
and highly recommend that brethren 
order the tapes, whether in audio or 
video (video is better), directly from 
Freed-Hardeman College. You can 
address them Henderson. Tennessee 
38340 or  telephone (901) 989-6000, 

CONTENDINO FOR THE FAITH-October/l 

9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Discipling, Church Growth, and Unity 

Loyd Auditorium, Freed-Hardeman College, Hcndefson, T 

Stew Johnson, Minister, New York City Chureh of C 

Topics to be Dlxussed. 

Church Growth and Mahods of Evangelism 
Biblical Church Organiralion 
Cause and Rcmcdy for Division among B r ? t h ~ n  . ~ 

MCKEANIBOSTOd STRATEGY 
FOR WORLD EVANGELISM 

Ever since announcing in our Janu- 
ary/ 1987 issue that the CROSSROADS/ 
BOSTON V l K U S  was SPREADING 
LIKE'AIDS'ACROSS THE GLOBE, 
we have been rather astonished just 
how rapidly all this is coming true. It 
seems that no matter which direction 
or  on which continent you look, this 
doctrinal discase in all its virulencc is 
already thcre! 

Perhaps the time has come for us all 
to take a new look at1 Kip McKean's 
Boston Stratezy for World Evangelism. 
This was first outlined, as  I rccall, in 
thelr so-ealled Bostotl Church of Chrisl 
Bulletin for January 4, 1987. Aftel 
listing, on Page 2, what they called 
"church p1antings"already accomplish- 
ed from Boston In Chicago and Central 

London (1982), in New York City 
(1983), in Providence, Rhode Island 
and Central Toronto, Canada (1985), 
in Johannesburg, South Africa; Central 
Pnris, France: Stockholm, Sweden; and 
Bombay, India (1986), McKean an- 
nounced that "With the church plant- 
i n g  which arc planned from Boston as 
well as from our plantings, all six 
populated continents of the world will 
have dynamic, multiplying churches by 
the end of the year." 

Then on Pagc 3, under the hcading 
of "Strategy for World Evangelism," he 
outlined his overall strategy for world 
conquest. Without attempting to repro- 
duce his entire article, please let me call 
attention to  that portion of it which is 
particularly germane to our study in 
hand, photographically reproduced from 
the Boston Bulletin, as  follows: 



Strategy For World Evangelism . % . ~ ,  
, , 

be my witnesses in J e w k  , . and i n  all Judea and SmnanmMna, and to ,he endr of rke karth.": 
Acts f:8 : 

, . 
, Atthe close of Jesus' earthly ministry, the charge for each generation given ilo:ma&k#~ples bf' 

a l l w ( M a t t k e w  28rJ9). Jesus also laid out the progression of this momentous work$w1I;SL .&om 
'' the Sc~p@res, we realize that most of the fmt y e .  of apostolic energies werr directed el7 -to Jemsalem 

sf ich is in Judea. Thenyvhqp @e Apo~tles sent out 'the,Cwstians from Jerus~:m:b&Z@df~the heavy 
pe-ption, theword kbhed-Samaria (Acrs 8:S). It was at,this time God s h o w  @a&tBe;q&dom,and 
& gospel were not only -for the Jews but for the Gentiles as well (Acts 10-11): cajn,&$&ly,. the Word 
sq@:to Afnca(Aczs 826-39) andPhoenicia. C y p s  qdAndoeh (Acts 1119). 'Though @F:?Q?Y E, 

,g@ed*the church' expansion'(Acts 9:31), there were-no planned efforts atplading chgr&&~:unti1 
,;r;fis&.ip +%great Antiqch congregation. In Acts 13, through the HoIy Spirit, plans weffis,@id te +st;ibliei ~ .. ;. 
:. &uvhes & h a t  we today call the central part of T w k y  as wen as Cyprus. - .  ;I.$.m en onPaul's second missionary journey, he received the Macedon.ian vision (&ts 16:9-~~),:' 

"id~.respqded to God's call to not just evangelize a part of the Contiwent Of Asia [Turkey),.bWq?$ his" " 
?h~i&hf$&~a.new continent, Europe, and indeed the whole world. After the visiond he planted:.&qrchesih; 
: i s & k $ & c i t i  in Eumpe as Philippi, Thessalonica, Athens and ~046th. After b@y ch&& b a c ~ ' y $ 4 ~  
":~@'chufth in.Antioch, he went to an6Ther pillar city and that was Ephesus. Hemhe spep!three yew :ukrl 
. ' all in the province of Asia had heard the gospel (Acts 19:JO). This e l d  mean&u&lp.were establish@ 

a Wough Ephesus' influence in Smyma, Pergamum, T h y a h ,  S d i s ,  Phila&lphia.and L;Mdicea @melation - . 
',1:4).. Then God called Paul to preach in Rome (Acts 23.11). By eventually atiig aa3helping:to build:. 
the church in Rome, Rome thus influenced the whoIe world for the Gospel gs Pau~himself - h e  in 
Cvlossianr 112.3. Thus, as Jesus prophesied, the Gospel was sent from Jerusalem, to,Judea and SamariG 
to the &ds,of,the the in a generation. . , , .. 

I have been asked several times, "What is the Boston strategy for evangelizi& the worJd. especiallyl .. 
'ven the changes in the time, cultures and the population?" Theugh not explicitly detailed in; Sdnpttt~, l- : 

Elievq @.oierall strategy can be deduced. But first some definitkms: ? 

, : ,  
. , 2  

, . 
$ , . .  . , . _ ..' Cbsrches - 7hese are churches established in the mega-pbprlation centera of-the wMld .i7h&g . - . . 

, - - , cilies, and correspondingly the churches built in them, influence than the cci~nhy in. wkih .kh,&i&re : : 1 :: 
: ! : :. locared iheb sphere of influence is over several Cbunmes. It iS uponthe,"pillar" church& 1+;9orld. . . : ,, : , 1 ,. / ~ 

brothahud will be built. . . . . 
. ,  , C i j  , I *  

,: : Capitol City Cbuicbes - %se are the churches esatblished in the ~apilok of each ;-try. , , . . , ,. .. , , t 
. Small City Cburcbes - 'Ihese are churches established in Lhe lays and s~?w?!~cjtiy~ ;&OthleES . , ' , 

,: , . ', . ' impcnantby any rrpans and in fact usually mne diffrult m evangelize because ddeep rm~oJtnditi~; pp@ ' 
, .; . . . .. - ' sb~an'~osrpopolim~1ager~cities. , , . ., 

. . 'Couolryside. ~ h u r c b q  - Tkse churches are built among the people, in the . regip , . ,  aroundthe small :', :; '.! 
, cities and;would calainly in~tu& what missimobgists call the "hiddenpeopks." , ' 

.. . . "  
, . .  ~. 

Hen%:+, is  our strategy. ' First, we must establish Pillar Churches of multiplying d i i ~ p , $ , % : ~ . -  
. :?rkajor cities. h %. mind this means churches planted in the following cities (Worth America), ~ Y o c k  

Ghicago, Lm Angeles, Washington, D.C. and Toronto; (Cenbal and South AmmUca) MeiicoCity, Blienos 
I ueC Fao R d o ;  (Caribbean) Kingston; (Europe) London and Paris; (Scandanayia) Stockholni; ( S h v g  ' 

C~unt$esj. Vienna; (Australia and South Pacific) Sydney; (Asia) Bombay, Tokyo;,;;EXmg-:&png a d :  
iSingap+. :@loscow and Peking could be added, but we will reach hem throu@ , Piik , , C h ~ e h e s  ,.. SUE& aJ 
Vienna and H6ng Kong respectively.) . . .  ., . 

. I  , .. 
; w e  these Pslar Churches are established, then they will send teams to the capi&dci+ofdt$c nations 
in th* influence. After the Capitol City Churches have discipled leaders, theypijllh?+tQ~Gtoall !he- 

. (ither cities in ihat,nationr From these Small City Churches, we will reach all.th~:pe@pke%.the sQmounding 
: ..,a ,cbuntryside, . Ebr congegations located in the United States, we now n e e d h  be qge,t&khe capjtds of 

each state and.thu$'foeusing on reaching everyone in that state. It is my s t r o ~ ~ . B a l k f k h ~ ~ ~ v ~ I y  chorcdi- 
Shoul'd be itiakkig q ~ i p l e s  and be involved in world evangelism. .Not.maqy.churchqg ivkd be $b$e Q g l q t  ,, ,: d , 

Pill@ . . e oi Cadtal'Ctty Churches, however, each congregation can participate in three wgy~:.(J#-&$&7?) . , 
: :Send.&p1esStb Pillar Churches to be trained, and (3) Financial suppon foronp armore ~ ~ ~ s . ,  . ,. . 

g ministries is to work tpgethk in Wtal harmony in thee$pirl:t, "&gin. 
ins of criticalness, competitiveness, ,arrogance or .apathx !a$l&d otb& 

ue to make disciples and multiply. men,  and qnIy then, ,yriJl &e.*aa:,be , ,... 
;. .~ - . ~ 

. , ,.,,. 
, . 

, , :_ ,, * .' . ; .. ., ,, i t . I .. . .: m'Mc$c@b _ _ ,  - -  . 

In studying back through McKean's/ that word "pillar." Is that a Bible word? 14, Paul declares, "These things write I 
Boston's"strategy,"as has been true of Of course, it is! Look i n  I Timothy unto you, hoping to come unto thee 
the Crossroads movement from the 3:15, and you will see it applied by the shortly: but if I tarry long, that thou 
beginning, he/they evidently sense no Holy Spirit, not just to certain, specific mayest know how thou oughtest to 
qualms about using a scriptural term in churches but to the WHOLE CHURCH behave thyself in the HOUSE OF 
an unscriptural way. Take, for example, IN GENERAL, Beginning with verse GOD, which is the CHURCH OF 
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THE' LIVING GOD, the PILLAR and 
GROUND of the truth." 

Inasmuch as  God's word applies this 
word "pillar" t o  the whole church, is it 
scriptural, therefore, to  single out cer- 
tain, specific congregations and style 
them as  "pillar" churches in contradis- 
tinction to  orher churches which ac- 
cording to  their "strategy." clearly are 
NOT "pillar" churches? Of course, it 
isn't! Rut what d o  Kip McKean and his 
Boston/Crossroads church care for 
scriptural usage? The only time they 
insist on something being "scriptural" 
is when it supports their own private 
usage or interpretation, which it clearly 
does not in this case. And please 
remember that Peter said, in 11 Peter 
1:20-21, that "no prophecy of the 
scripture is of any private interpretn- 
tion. For the prophecy came not in old 
time by the will of man: but holy men 
of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost." So, evidently, in order 
to  be scriptural, we have to  choose 
between what thr Holy Spirit tcachcs 
and what Kip McKean says. Clearly, 
they are NOT THE SAME. 

MCKEANJBOSTON PRE-EMPTS 
ATLANTA CHURCH 

As for the doctrine of "local autono- 
my" of churches, with the two Boston 
elders, Albert W. Baird and Robert F. 
Gempel, according to the latest Roston 
Bulletin that we have seen, now oversee- 
ing both the Boston Church, in general, 
and 56 so-called "House Churches," in 
particular, any meaning this doctrine 
may ever have had for them seems to  
have gotten lost along the way. Now 
the Boston Church has extended its 
hegemony not  only over these 56 "house 
churches" but over what it calls "THE 
ATLANTA CHURCH OF CHRIST- 
The Pillar Church for the Southeastern 
United States," a s  well. Note carefully 
Kip McKean's front-page article in the 
Boston Bulletin for July 26, 1987, 
photo-reduced, herewith: ,++- 

'The Atlanta 
Church 

Of 

Vol. Wll No. 30 P. 0. 

+ THEATLANTA 

"A remmnz will 

At the invitation of Sam Laing and the other: tlran&&fs~i&iiie: X@ntil: 
Highlands Church of Christ, the Elders,-the Lindosaaud $.sou hk'tb in,iph$i: ' -3 . ;.,..j,. evangelistic revival in the congmgatioo. However, due to oppo +$on frBm @thm 
the congregation to such Biblical principles as the authokity df fhe'evaugeJii~:" : 
one-on-one discipleship and the calling devery -~@ekmgql+,$he ii 
and I were asked by these same evq@ists fo:~&&der;:pwipp a,*:: 
congregation where the befopmentiwe$ pdndplw w d  .*.tat&t;&% .. - 
practiced. After counsel, prayer and fasting, wsc&&ia keelupm&..w~gk&h@ -: 
to initiate the early stages of plantifig such,a church. 4 Chfis& iemgast?fw(:- 
four Atlanta area churches, as well as from'&%:eh~hes i ~ ' ~ ~ C . q $ i " n i c ,  :: 
Florida and Georgia attended the workstop. O n ~ S ~ n d ~ . , 5 0 1 i w ~ ~ ~ s e n ~ $ ~ ~ .  
services and $12,000 was collected forthe contniuitiod ' T d y , a  &Wadt. -a,. 

' ., ,. . . Mighty God is beginning to gather. , . . . . - . I. . .;: j l ~ ,  +.. 
One of my best friends. Andy Lindo, wgserve as &e ?evqgelisi Farhe f-t-. 

year of the "Atlanta Churcb ot Christ". Sain L a i n g w i Q w i m v ~ ~ t o . B o ~ ~ ~  lo;. 
train, as well as Wyndham Shaw from Charlotp. ,.Afw a,year,~.~~aycrfi?lty,$)~ 
and Wyndham will return as the lead evangeUst add a@?iate, resw,ctiv$l$:jl... 
During the weekend Drew and Karen G i M  frpm.Satyo@ wid$ fo b$:mpf: : 
the planting, as well as Cliff Cox, Tim Thomp* and::Jim$$?qifrQpl 
Jacksonville. Also encouraging was the d e c i ' h  by 3&-andSand~$hv&i.to~ i 
return to the fulltime ministry. Several former miais$xS ,@e.no\jl-pragiiqg,@: : 
fasting about returning to this greatcalling having ban,inspv&dhy bpe and,.: 
the VanBurens. The first service will be held Auest i6.3987: : , . ' .' ; ,: ": . ? 

PLANTINGS FROM ATLANTA.. My 'v&&n f o ~  .the- At!afl2qC 
congregation is to become the pillar church for tlte entirk'S@thriptem'lJRitt;d 
States. Also the congregation will begin.,prith 15;f@kti& Fnteqs.. @.k&pia&'; 
with this,vision and the amendous ktde~s.l$p t&&pf.thefu&ne inter&p&@: 
have targetcd the following mebopolitg arras. . me c h p k 6 ~  ii t ~ , ~ ~ @ ~ ~ p @ t  . . &. ., . 
still other churches in all the other cities in their Stat&.) .; :. : , .' . .a . > -  ,.-, 

~.~~~yiile.,~~~rids . . . -'i&,&-,; Tk Rcssanh Triangle 1,500.00 
(bki~h-Dutham-Ch.pl Hill N.C.) " N&Orlqus;.LwiJi& . ' yi.Iy,&i'; 
Knoxville. Tennessee 600.000 . . Nad& Virlrieia " . ' " ' -idaO,W, .. . . - .. 
Lexiogtoo~ finlucky 350;000 " ' .hit;lgton, W. \(@& - " :.'&p,,&.'y 
Little Rock. Arlrsasu 50Q.000 . . Ja$kwg.,Mi@si@j , . ' - ,' 0 4W.W .; 

ENCOURAGING OTHER 'MINISTRIES. ' In the. uaSl few, niordff" .. 
the congregations in Charlotte, N.C., Tallahassee, ~lorida; Columb~a, S .  C. 
(Shandon), Gaincsville, Florida, (Crossroads), Orlando, Florida (University), 
Louisville. Kentuckv. Ft. Lauderdale. Florida and Huntsville, Alabama have 
asked the '~oston c6"rch for help. Ow @Ian is to S ~ B - S Q U ~ Y - ~ ~ P & & -  
conpgations as well as to rain the brotkrs in Atlanta to be morethan capable 
of rncctine all their needs (Tinu 151. k t  usall bemavine for our Mi~htv God lo 
" s i  this c'Ourageous remhant Atlanta 
United States! And to God bc the glo 

Christ' When Bobby Duncan, editor of ten in his foregoing Boston Bulletin for 
VIGIL Magazine, of Adamsville, Ala- July 26, 1987, he wrote the following 

Bobby Duncan bama, saw what Kip McKean had writ- editorial in his issue for August, 1987: 
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.:*<:..: , ,  , .- 
:..m . i s , l b i  

, . 
'?,,-: The- July 26,' 1987,issue of the bulletin of 
b I I i " . .  _,, 

, : the: post on^ .Church .of Christ carries a front 
+ > P ' * ~ - #  . %  - , .: -pxge ,. art>cle* ,* a 3., :, en,t~tled, "The ~ t l a n t a  Church of 

;;;@hfastt" >Tbe:'arficle. . was written by Kip 
:iMtXm,n,;ihei.':ead evangelist" (his words) of 
;&Y!.Bp$pn ;Church 'of Christ. The first 
; :f&k,tiag qf.  his .new church wa's to have been 
::&$Id hh.ki~&st 16; ,1987. 
' " * d l *  :.;.; ., . , .... " . , , ,  
" C I  .:i.; , ,  

. . . . 
a a . ,. 1. ..For r the l . benefit of. those who have , . - ,  . .  
:;&a$h,t., g,e ,were. out of order ih questioning 
;::the $onndne.ss :of the. Boston Church of Christ, . :~&fp;,i 'or :three , -things in the article under 
- -c~n&ide~i t@n .a& worthy of some thought. In 
c * f ~ e ~ f t % t  place., itswas a t  the invitation of the * >: . J :, :, a, 
r - eva~gel i i~$?-7~ot .  the elders--of the Atlanta 
i:@h~d&7$:~h* of ' Christ that McKean and 
;:~thk::;tfug:eJde~s of the .Boston church came to 
l i , ,  . , / . i  . ~~Aflan ta .  .. :. , . ,,:This is not really surprising, when 
.* ,one ,-&a& in:. fhe , same. article a reference to 
.--ill 

au$hb~-ity; of the, evangelist" as a Biblical .. , .  . * , a .  . " .  
.:;pmQplp:. :. + .. v. have' wondered how a church with 
,' ;8~et:fYree *t&usand in attendance could be 
a '  .. ,. ..", . 

- .  , - I , ,  &"LYem;by: just iwo elders. But since it is 
:; th6: - . . " \ .  evaigeiists ; a #  .a$d not the elders who have 
' : ~qthp:r&, -* , . .  . I;i how :wdeistand, especially since 
.i :; B o s t g ~  church. lists SIX evangelists and 
, .. '. .... . . , 
-7fifty-siac; house: .Church. leaders, many of whom 

' me.v&bo.eyangelists,.. in i ts  bulletin. ' .  < " _  
' .  ., . 

": 

. . ::: . . .  - : ln.:the- se'cond :place, when, some of the 
,rne(~i&k;;$f . t h e  ~ t l a n t a  Highlands church 

. u s * - :  
, ,.oppoSed " the.' group from Boston, the Boston 
:jg,c$' wis.not reluctant a t  all to split the 
'-qhdrih. ,  hey didn't call .it that, but that is 

~ . .  
:;i.w,ctly what. it was. According to  the article, 
,. s hicfean 'and his elders' from Boston accepted 

t e  invitaJton ' of , the evangelists of the 
..a,.' 

; .pfiamta'. . ... church: t6 plant. a new congregation a s  
:ta:;esultbf oOppdsition to "the authority of the 
"&va&ie~st. : one-on-one discipleship and the , ? , , " . .  

: : ~alling.,Bf every- member to evangelism." ..'.. . 
. . ,.,. , , . ,  . . . 

, ? . .  -. . .. . 
: .. . ,  ". . . Id . .tlie third place, the new Atlanta . . -  
-church, :is referred to in the subtitle of the 

, I  ijrticle;! and in the article it;elf as "the pillar 
? ic&$& t IQI- the entire Southeastern United 
. . :  ,Statesn Nine major cities in nine different 

states. are* named a s  target areas for planting 
chtcbqs. But ' there are already a number 
ol:faithful churches of Christ in every city 

, . .,. ., , , 
, .. ,, . 

a .  . ,. 
' . .  . .  . .  

named. including Atlanta.:. . This.:sho.ws ,beyond ; 
doubt that, while we .may. khoose .to:ignore.t& , . .  . & .  :..' 
error of this group,. .-and. pretend there is . 
really nothing wrong wick  them.: they 6ertainly: .. 
recognize differences.between-ris a n d  them. ib - . 
fact, i n  the very outset d~ 'the' . . . Gi.ticle,lsaiafr . . . . . . 
10:21,22 is quoted: " A  remnant. wi l l  r.et,um. .'-;; a : .' 
remnant of Jacob, .will & ' t t i i ~ ~  t o ,  tfie : Mighty 
G o d .  Though your pe~pli,*'O IsC'el; be l e e  ,tF&. 
sand by the: Sea,, oily a.  remnant. ,w11l return.!'! ? . 
Then in the  body of the: article. .r.eferenge ,is ; 
made to "a Christian .re&ant f r o m  .EM - 
Atlanta a r e a  churches . .' 1 :.'! So, .you seei :tihen 
brethren from Boston think-.we. have fors,ake<.i ( 
the. Lp& unless we agree ,with it&& .errors :&i ; : 
evangelistic -authority, : prayer: partners, - ,  :anG :. ,, % 

methods of .e~+mgel~sm. ,..,. . ' . , ' .  . 
: . .  - . .  

Th? Atlanta church tii6egin with $5- 
fulltime interns. who' : :hav$ ' i ,?rem,e@o&: - 
leadership .talent.". This is in addition . t o  thg . * a: , 
evangelist supplied by . Bgiron. W i t h  .this :kind : 
o'f leadership .talent in .mere .interns, i t  is :no ,. 
wonder that '  full fledged :evangepsts have .all ; 
the  authority, and th&e .fs: n b t  much ne;ed foi';; 
elders. O n  the other* hhnd: .oKe of. -the , m e i , u  ' 
who had served as ey?ng&li%t wirh the :Atlanta - 
Highlands church w i q  " ~ € 0  B$stan to "train:. , .  . ,  

for a year. then h a  VilY * ~ t y i - h  i o  'A'tlanra as: :. 
the 'Tead eving&list." ' I{ 5eems .th. m e  that :thy 
crying need in th6 chlg~h:  ,is -fo 'train !'foll.o.wll. : 
evangelists--those. M i l l  foj1.0~ h e  Lord. .. . .. . , , . .. . . . .  . . . .  

' . , , , , , . . 
Several :&me - to: mind, ( 1 )  . W h d t .  .. 

can Sam Laing learn .durin&his yearlkn ;Bo+bn{ 
that he was 'unable t o  leami .while' he trained. : 
at  Crossroads in Gainesville? (2)'' Who .. Ss #: 

opposed to one-on-one : disciple~hip and: t h e  
calling of every member to ~vangel i sm2i~  
Honestly, now, is that  really' the issue? ' 8 1  1f.f ; 
the Atlanta church is t o  Zhe .pillar chu&h 
for the South&tern, United',States; . . , . is . fbe' . . : 
Boston church the .:pillar church fa bhe: entirei r . ,., . . - . i  
nation? . . 

. . . . 
4 - . , 

The Boston brethren have servednot ice  : 
to the brotherhood. They envision an': 
ecclesiastical system in which .they staM, at; * 
the head. Evangelists-not ' elders--will be the 
overseers, each new convert t.0. the 's)isrem: : ' , " . . . ,  
will  have a sei:For: . ~ $ a ~ d r  pwrner. - .  - .  A ZO ; ; 
brain-wash him into the :. sysiem. pone-on-me .: 
discipleship"), and those in  barge wilb coerce', 
all adherents to the system .toconform to. 
their creed with reference twevangelism (''the- 
calling of every member to. eva,ngeligm"). . At  , 
least they have now openiy :put in,  p 
their intentions really are. ' , , : . . 
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When Harrel l  D a v i d s o n ,  minister t o  
the  church  a t  Obion ,  Tennessee,  a 
former edi tor  of Vigil, saw what  brother  
D u n c a n  h a d  written, h e  reproduced it 
in  his  O b i o n  Bulletin f o r  O c t o b c r  4, 
1987, ohserving, 

The article above was taken from the 
August 1987 VIGIL, Vol. XV, Number 8. 
Brother Bob Duncan is the editor. This 
editorial shows what the Crossroads people 
are doing. They are literally forcing them- 
selves upon brethren. They have gone t o  
mission areas and torn asunder congrega- 
tions that had been established. Overseas is 
where much of the damage has been done. 
We are now literally trying lo save some 
eongreg~tions and some countries f rom this 

false doctrine and these false teachers. 
Where good men have l o n e  and spent 
many years and much money to  establish a 
work, the Crossroads people are going to  
these and dividing them where possible. 
Unless one accepts the Crossroads cult. 
they will try to  conquer or divide. Two 
hundred congregations have been split in  
America nlnne. Some will still use their 
spcakers and their singers and feel n o  
remorse for endorsing the false doctrine. 
What a shame! Thc body of Christ doesn9t 
need this and true brethren will not put u p  
with it or fellowship it in  any way. Thanks 
to  brother Duncan for his good article.- 
Harrell Davison 

To t h c  forcgoing,  I can  bu t  say ,  
Amen! * * * * * *  

Quite a diflerent source of  reaction 
t o  M c K e a n i  Boston's impudent  subver- 
s ion of t h e  At lan ta  High lands  church,  
causing i t  t o  split  when m a n y  would 
n o t  go a l o n g  with their be ing  t aken  
over  by Boston, is a s ta tement  by  
b ro ther  Alvin Jenn ivgs ,  o f  Star Bible 
Publications, of F o r t  Worth.  Texas.  In  
view of the  high praise a n d  endorsement 
that  h e  h a d  accorded Boston bo th  in  
his b o o k  How Chrislianity Grows in 
the Ciry a n d  in o ther  puhlicalions, w e  
were ill-prepared for him t o  d o  almost a 
complete  flip-flop, i n  September ,  which 
h e  d i d  as follows: 

WHERE DO I STAND IN  RELATION TO THE ~CROSSROADS'CHURCHES? 

By Alvin Jennings-Sept.  30, 1987 

In  the late 70s  I gave some study to  the possible causer of our 
failures in  carrying the gospel to  the world. I also looked a t  the 
problem of members of the body of Christ living in the same 
community, but separated by different congregations with their 
separate tcaders, buildings, etc. In an attempt to see whst is 
different in churches of Christ today from what prevailed in the 
early church, I undertook a fresh study of the book of Acts. The 
results of what I 6 P W  Were written down i n s  book reviewing the 
simple manner of the early disciples' assemblies, with pafiicular 
note of the (1) difference in places of sswmhly to  what our 
practice is today, and (2) the obvious togetherness in one church 
in each city, m contrast with our multiplying of independent 
churches in the same community as  we see it today. 

At that time, if the Crossroads church existed, I was unaware of 
what it was all about. However, in 1981, some brothers from 
southeastern USA began t o  tell me they had read my book (3 R b 
of  Urban Church Growth) and had found it uscful as  a oraclical 

returned home t o  write exeitedlv about what 1 had seen. I 
continued to  attend the seminars each year a t  Boston, and also 
attended in California. Colorado and Illinois. By 1984. a11 of my 
books had sold, and I reprinted 25,000 copies ... idding a chapter 
o n  the Boston work, and dedicating the book to  that church 
because of their 'awesome' evangelistic accomplishments. Prompt- 
ed by my zeal t o  get the message nut, I horrowed all the money I 
could and mailed ou t  a copy to all the churches in the USA. 
Probably less than 6 o r  7% returned the hook or the $3 
requested-the rest were chalked u p  as donations. This enlarged 
book, called H O W  CHRISTIANITY GROWS I N  T H E  CITY, 
brought many more commendations ... along with a few negative 
reactions. 

I made t m  bad mishkes in this second edition: 
( I )  The new hook carried thesame introduction by my friend Julc  

Miller, and I used another comment on the first edition by 
another resnected friend. Dr. Flavil Yeakley. to  advertise and 

guide in beginning new churches where funds were not  available promote this second edition. Through an unfortunate oversight 
t o  build exnensivc buildings. This book was recommended in on my part, I failed to  foresee that this would put these men in . 
some places where ex-students from Gainesville had gone and  
where there was difficulty in thrir) integrating 'with the existing 
church and its leaders. As a practical solution to  their problem, 
here in my hook were some guidelines for assembling that did not 
requirc a large outlay of funds. I began to hear more about the 
Crossroads churches, about their conflicts and their rapid pace in 
soul-winning. etr. Most of the reports I heard were negative, and 
were from people who had not been there. One exception was that 
Gordon Ferguson, former inrtructor a t  Preston Road School of 
Preaching in Dallas, had spent a week there and had written a 
short manuscript uf what he had seen. When I FPW the fairness of 
his report, I offered to  publish it. At first he declined, but about 1 

year later in  1983 he consented and we issued his perspectire of 
the Crossroads controversy. My wife and I attended the Gaines- 
ville seminar that year for the first time (the only time) and wc 
were impressed with the enthusiasm and the intensity of interest 
of so many new converts to  the Lord. 

During the period that followed, more reports began t o  come 
roneernine the ranid growth of the church in Boston where Kio -~~ ~~ ~~~ -~~ ~ r~ - 
McKean and a handful had undertaken toLturn the world upside 
down'! Since Kip was trained in Gainesvillc's Crossroad church, 
the Boston church carried their 'brand'but soon found themselves 
wav out front with hundreds of baptisms each year. Obviously it 
thrilled me to  hear in a letter from brother MrKesn that their 
leaders were reading my hook on church growth, and were 
finding agreement with its suggestions about such things as one 
church in the city, utilizing homes as  centers for evangelism and 
fellowship in conjunction with public rented halls. In 1983 1 
visited their world evangelivm seminar in the opera house, and 

the position of endorsing the  orto ton-~rosrrdads' movement. 
For  this I have apologized to  both of these men publicly and 
privately. 

(2) My second error was assuming that leaders of the Boston 
church would continue in such a way that I would approve and 
that the books could be circulated indefinitely without any 
reservations, regrets o r  need for apologies. 

It soon appeared that something must have been wrong when 
two hiehlv resoected leaders left the Boston church with what - -  . 
seemed t o  be inadequate rrplanationr. One of these men had no 
'status' in Boston though he was held in highcst esteem as  an 
evangelist and eldcr where he had been before. The  other wa$ 
Jerry Jones, former chairman of the Harding Bible Department, 
whose presence and appointment a s  an elder gave me strong 
renron to  feel good about the church there in spiteof reports from 
other sources that were not always the most complimentary. 

Before I reveal what the 'bombshell' was that has shaken my 
trust in the Boston leadership. I fecl it is important to  step aside 
and explain whst was happening to  me personally here a t  my 
home in metropolitan DallasIFt. Forth. In my leal to  reach out 
into the market place nnd highways and byways, and t o  attempt 
to  circumvent the hravv oreiudices toward the Lord's church. 1 . .  - 
called some friends tomy home in April, 1985, and proposed that 
P new  oner re eat ion be formed. We would meet in a Holiday Inn 
on the ~oid's-days and in homes during the week for edific;tian 
and group evangelism. We would utilize some of the good 
features of the discipling churches and put all of our financial 
resources into the message and none into the purchase of 
property. We began with about 15 souls, including 5 of us 
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evangelists who formed a 'temporary identifiable leadership.' 
Through hard work. study and prayer, the Lord gave increase and 
our number came to about 100 in a little over a year. We called 
ourselves the church in DFW.  I have never felt better about mv 
participation i n  a congregation. 

Some older men joined with us in the D F W  church, including 
some mature men who had served as overseers before they came 
to  be with us. I t  seemed that in the lieht of Titus 1:5 and other 
passages, the evangelists were ohligated to study the appointment 
o f  overseers and relinquish their role as temporary leaders t o  
more mature men accordine t o  God's instruction. when I rerimed - 
my part in the temporary leadership, i t  was announced that the 
purpose was to fulfill the scriptures and t o  enable the conereeation - ~~ 

t o  look out from itself men who might be appointed as elders. I t  
was not  unt i l  then that 1 realized the strong influence from the 
New York church and other new church 'plantings' where the 
churches did 'quite well' under the authority o f  evangelists in the 
absence of elders. The purpose stated i n  my letter of resignation 
was distorted and we began to hear sermons advocating evangel- 
istic authority equal to or above that of elders in the church. 
Requests from members t o  have a general open meeting o f  the 
congregation to discuss these matters were denied, and the 
'authoritative' evangelists instead directed al l  questions to them- 
selves for final answers and decisions. A l l  o f  the other older men 
who regularly attended left the congregation, and the remaining 
evangelists i n  lord-like fashion withdrew f rom me as a 'blatant 
sinner' when I attempted t o  voice mv feelines t o  the members 
(many in the church were taught and bapt izediy meor  had come 
otherwise because God was workine throueh me). I was deeolv - . . 
hurt, and m y  dreams for being psrt o f  an  evangelistic church 
seemed crushed. 

And  you ask, "What has happened to the D F W  church?" I 
cannot speak concerning the number still meeting with them, hut 
am informed that one of the evangelists hns moved t o  Boston and 
that two others are planning to move there. Two of them have 
been RE-BAPTIZED in Boston durine recent visits there. Some 

~~~ ~ 

other members have left due t o  thc hardpreaching on evnngelistic 
fruit-bearing, on the authority of the evaneelists, and also due t o  
theneglect of many other needful suhjecls.i\s t o  the future, i t  has 
been reported that they hope to hold together until Chicago 
'plants' a discipling church i n  Dallas, at which time they wi l l  
merge with it. God knows, I do not. 

Now back t o  Boston's 'bombshell.' M v  worst fears have been 
realized by the apparent attempt by the Boston leaders t o  control 
other churches, churches they are tcferrine t o  as'pillar churches: . 
creating a distinct 'remnant' movement among God's people. 
When t he  Boston eldere or evangelist approaches a targeted 'pillar' 
church in some strategic location, they negotiate with the 
evangelist(s) there t o  come to Boston for further training, while 
the ministry in the targeted city wi l l  be directed by a man trained 
in Boston and chosen by them l o  move there. In the case o f  
Atlanta this was done in early July of this year. When some of the 
leaders would not  cooperate, they were charged with being 
divisive and unsubmirsive and were threatened in other ways to 
make an immediate decision t o  coopernte. When no  congre- 
gational meeting was allowed, some leaders and many o f  the 
members were stunned by the 'take over' by Boston, maintaining 
thcir biblical freedom f rom any authority or governing body 
outside their own locnlity. A recording of a forum held two weeks 
afler this division is available. 

Jerry Jones speaking at the ahore mentioned forum in Atlantn 
addressed four principles of the Bible that must be respected. 
Since they speak of my own concerns also, I give them briefly 
here: 
(1) Proper Use o j  Scriptures. Extreme care must always be 

exercised in making application of the word o f  God. We get in 
trouble hv  'interpretive' use of passaees, and by building a . - 
practice or theology then going to the Bible for proof-texting. 

(2) D i s c b l i n ~  Models. There are two basic role models for . - 
discipling: the triangular and the siralght-line. The triangular 
puts Jesus at the top with al l  authority. and the discipler and 
the discipled on eqoal levels under Jesus. On  the other hand, 

the straight-line method puts Jesus at the top, the discipler 
under him. and then the new learner under the discipler. 
Matthew 20:24 teaches that none lords i t  over another among 
Jesus'lollowers. Matthew 23:s is a denunciation of those who 
fail to observe Matthew 20:24. Also see I Cor. 16:15; 2 Cor. 
123; Phil. 317; Heb. 1317. The standard is not efficiency, but 
what the Bible teaches. The 'straight line' method cannot be 
proven by the Bible. 

(3) Re-Baptism. How much must a disciple know before he can he 
baptized? M a r k  3:13-14 indicates they did not know very 
much. Had al l  the people i n  Acts 2 read Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John? Why the upsurge i n  re-baptisms? I t  is because the 
teacher realizes he himself did not have that level o f  mmmit-  

~ -~~~~~~~~ 

ment. So, he by his own standards needs to he immersed again. 
(4) LocalLeadership. Local elders are over local churches (Acts 

20:28; 1423). not over several churches i n  different states or 
nations. Offerine opinions or advice is not the same as when a 
threat is given if the advice is not  followed. T o  identify those 
who agree as the "remnant", as was done i n  Atlanta, alienates 
al l  other brethren and puts them in the classification o f  
unbelievers. T o  extend power or control beyond the local 
church is t o  revive the odious practiccs from which our 
forefathersfled t o  America, yes toBoston, the very spot where 
i t  is heing violated again! 
I have written three lengthy letters t o  A1 Baird, an elder st 

Boston, expressing these concerns. H e  phoned after my first 
letter. Hc asked me to  always come to  h im i f  I had questions 
about what they are doing. Furthermore, 1 have been in constant 
communicntion with brethren near the Boston church. and have 
been careful t o  obtain a true understanding o f  what is happening. 
I would not make this general statement before first approaching 
him, as I feel i t  would he a violation of our friendship and of a 
principle in Matthew 18. 1 know how i t  huns to be slandered hv  
those who tell every one but me about my faults. Recent masrive 
efforts have been made against me by those who did not  respect 
the principle of going to n brother first privately to discuss alleged 
errors. M y  accusers' main nccusstion, their most confident asser- 
tion, is that I endorse all that the Boston church is doine and that - 
1 have fnllen in to all the pits o f  the brethren in the Crossroad 
church. Their accusations are not true. I f  they had come to me 
first, they could have saved the $25,000 they solicited from the 
churches t o  circulate their untimely attack. Father, forgive them. 
I nm writine wi th a heavv heart and wi th a fervent Draver for n . . 

restored unity among God's people. Let us all resolve t o  love one 
another fervently from our heans, and to love the Lord with all 
our heart, soul and strength. - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Address: 
Alvin Jennings 
Star Bible Publications 
Box 181220 
Fort Wonh, Texas 76110 
I 

I cou ld  wish that  b ro ther  Jennings, in his foregoing 
statement had gone far  enough that  general f'ellowship 
migh t  be restored t o  h im.  The  f ou r  points he relayed f r o m  
Jerry Jones certainly were appropr iate and good-as far  as 
they went. However, his t w o  books. ment ioned in his 
statement, conta in such doctr inal  error  otherwise that there 
is iust no wav that  the mass mai l ine  recently comnleted b v  - 
the Pearl Street church o f  Christ,  in Denton.  Texas, w i t h  
the imancial aid of great numbers-brotherhoodwidcmight 
have been avoided. Even if he had repudiated his books 
(wh i ch  he  d i d  not), h is  doctr ine st i l l  had  t o  be answered! 
And, brcthren, whether hc  w i l l  adm i t  i t  o r  not. he has been 
answered! 

As  f o r  having t o  go to him privately, whcn he already 
had gone puhl ic ly- to a l l  the churches. nation-wide-how 
wrong can he get! The  passage he refers t o  in Matthew 18 
refers solely t o  persona l  offences,, n o t  publ ic  ("If thy 
b ro ther  shal l  trespass against THEE...). I f  Alvin's posi t ion 
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endorsement of Crossroads, the fo l lowing announcements 
appeared i n  the NorrhsidelSt .  Petersburg bul let in for 
Sunday, Ju l y  15, 1979. (Please keep in m ind  this wasl is  
Gordon Hogan's sponsoring church.) 

Under the hcading of " D A T E S  T O  R E M E M B E R " ,  
please note the last item, a 100%' Crossroads event: 

D A T E S  TO REMEMBER: 
Canvassing f o r  V.B.S.-July 28th 
Vacation Bib le School- Aug. 6-10 
Fla. Evangelism Seminar- Aug. 22-24 

Also in that same bulletin, further advocating this 
Crossroads event, appeared the following: 

1979 Florida Evangelism Seminar - August 22-24 - Baylront 
Center 

"His Truth Is Marching On" 

Speakers: 

Parker Henderuln Reuel Lemmons 
C. P. Ho l l  Marvin Philips 
Alonzo Welch Richard Rogers 

With many more speakers, classes, banquet and a special concert 
by the Crossroads Singers. We hope that everyone wil l  be able to 
attend. 

A l l  w h o  k n o w  anything at al l  about  Crossroadism wi l l  
recognize immed~a te l y  where the use o f  the expression 
"SO l l I .  TALK" comes from. I t  comes straight f r o m  Cross- 
road.~,Gainesvi l le. Yet. i n  their church bul let in under date 
o f  Sunday. J u l y  22. 1979. ,Vorrh~ide, 'St. Petersburg's 
minister. Joe Garmon, undcr "Minister's Memos," o n  Page 
3. r a n  the fol lowing annouucemenl: 

SOUL TALK:  
The soul talk that Joe Garmon has been leading wil l  he changing 
locations. Thc new address is: Palm Lakes Apts., 10022 - 12th 
Way ho., Apt. 208, Bldg. 21. Please he sure to make a note o f  this 
for Tuesday. July 24th. 

Al though.  when hrother Wi l l i s  o r i g i~ l a l l y  wrote the 
f o l l ou ing  letter. he marked i t  " P R I V A T E  & C O N F I D E N -  
TIAL PLEASE!" (and 1 have held i t  so a l l  these years) n o w  
that  he has released me to  publish what he wrote t o  mc  
eight years ago this month,  here is what he said: 

PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL PLEASE! 
October 16. 1979 

Dear Ira, 

D i d  you know that Gordrm's sponsoring congregation, Northside 
here i n  St. Petersburg, hod embroced fhr Crossroads movemmf? 
Alter their minister of five years, Richord Jones, Jr., resigned, i t  
seemed that they couldn't wait to gel a Crossroads trained 
minister, who they found rather quiekly (Joe Gnrmon). 

Within the last month 10fromNorlhside haveplaced membership 
with us, 9 others are attending, and at least two other lamilies we 
know of have mured lu another area congregation. Among others 
still at Northside are several who are very dissatisfied with what is 
going on. So far one elder and two deacons there have resigned 
over this. Hopefully i t  isn't too late for the remaining leaders to 
open lheir eyesand correrl the situation. 

I don't know whrrr  this leaves Gordon on this! A t  theLouisville. 
Ohio, church which contributes n great den1 to his support, the 
preacher, Ted Woller, has come out with a book espousing the idea 
lhnt divorce-remarriage etc., bclore bvplism is wiped away. Tbese 
two congregations are very mission minded, but i t  surely doesn't 
look good in regards to these other things. 

Yours for truth, 

(Signed) 

Ken Willis 

On that same day, in a separate letter f r o m  K e n  Willis, 
came the fo l low ing  informat ion:  

October 16, 1979 
Mr.  Ira Y. Rice, Jr. 
Contending lor  the Faith 
P.O. Box 26247 
Birmingham, Alabama 35226 

Dear Brother Rice. 

Our August issue o l  ContendingFor TheFoith was received only 
recently. We appreciate your articles, those l rom the Gospel 
Advocole, and others on  the Crossroads Philosophy. We have 
just had Melv in Dugger o f  Columbia, Tennessee, with us& 

I-dnylectureship (October 12. 13, & 14) on "*rent Issues 
Facing The Church"-locusing on the Crossroads movement. 
The laet thnt 19 West Coast Florida congregations were repre- 
sented (including some having nlrendy embraced the Crossroads 
programs) indicates both the eoncern and problems i n  this area. 

M&ongre~alions 01 the area have already indicated through 
bulletins and letters where they stand on this. We fell i t  was time 
to lurther inlorm the brethren here what the "issues" were all 
nbout. and were glad tosee theinterest on the part 01 otherslrom 
the ares (some l rom SO+ miles away). 

Please send the church 80 copies of the August issue, and enter 
the lollowing names and addresses lo r  subscriptions. 

Yours i n  Christ 

(Signed) 

Ken Willis Joseph T. Stover 
7841-42 St. Nnrth 7113-63 St. Nor th  
Pinellas Park, Fla. 33565 Pinellas Park, Fla. 33565 

Robert Mart in 
5021 Ave. North 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33710 

The  fo l low inp  day. under date o f  October 17, 1979, 
brother Wi l l i s  wrote t o  F r a n k  Crispin, o f  Boyn ton  Beach. 
Flor ida.  as follows: 

Oetober 17,1979 

Mr. Frank Crispin 
4025 Cardinal Road 
Boynton Beach, Florida 33436 

Dcnr Brother Crirpin, 

l>e church here ha\ ju\t cclncludrd fi weekend lerlure\hip on the 
"('ru\rronds Philust,ph)" with h l r l$ in  Dupger o f  ('olumbis. 
Tenneswe. dcrinc the speaking. 'The far1 t l t r l  n in r t rm arrr 
c~ngega t t i ~ns  were represented. with numeruur questions nsked 
ruch night durinp. the guc\tic~n-and-answer w>sion, indirdte, hoth 
the problem and concern i n  our area. 

One night one 01 the visitors brought a 4-page report you have 
presented on the problems caused at the Boen-Delrny Beach 
congregation over these issues. 1 note in that report a relerence to 
Sunrise congrecation i n  Tampa, and then later a couple o f  
references l0"Sunset". Was that a typing error or do  you refer to 
two different eoncreeations? And il i t  was n typing error, have .. . .. . 
)IIU mndr another cop! 01 (hi\ repurl? I1 !ou habe othrr copies 01 
the%e. we w~,uldappreciv~e hnbing shc~ut I 2  cupirr. Ifncot. mn! we 
have permission to have our secretary type up a steneil and run  
o l f  copies of it? 

The congregation here has recently had 10 members to place their -- 
m n e r s h i p  he r~ ,  with another 8-10 attending, who have left a 
congregation i n  St. Petersburg that has embraced the Crosrroads 
Movement. I n  that congregation, one elder has a n d x o  
dearonr.You see our concern over this! - 
May God continue to bless you i n  your work o f  spreading his 
Word, and i n  standing for truth. 

In H I S  service, 

(Signed) 

Ken Willis 
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Then again, under date of October 23, 1979, t o  the - 
M e l v i n  Duggers. of Columbia. Tennessee, brother  Wi l l is  
wrote, saying, in part,  

October 23,1979 

Dear Brother and Sister Dugger, 

Just a note to let you know how good i t  was t o  meet you, and t o  
hsve you with us last week. We a~preciste so much the stand you . . 
hsve taken on these'issues', and for sharing your research with us. 

Brother A 1  Mar t i n  told me just last niphl that your Saturday 
lectures had really been benehcisl for thibrethre" mt 20th streit 
congregation (the black church). One o f  the elders works with A l  
at Florida Power Cornoration. and he and the minister f rom 20th 
Street were present on  Saturday night. He had attended Seminar 
at Bayfront Center and was rather impressed by it. Brother 
Mar t in  is sharing some of the printed mstler we have with this 
elder to help h im  l o  be further armed with msterisls, in case i t  
starts becoming a problem there. 

Bob  and Betty Perry were with us for both services Sunday, and 
she resigned her Bible Class at Northaide. Another Deacon over 
there -- was with us Sunday night, and his resignation is forthcoming 
any time. I 'm sure. We've had brethren from various places 
-- 

thanking us for tnking a stand on  this problem ... 
Yours in Christ, 

(Signed) 

Ken Willis 

M o r e  t ime went by-then. under date o f  A p r i l  I I, 1980, 
b ro ther  Wi l l i s  sent us the fo l low ing  rush order  fo r  o u r  
special "Crossroads" issue o f  Ma rch /  1980: 

Apri l  l I, 1980 

Contending for the Faith 
P. 0. Box 26247 
Birmingham, Alabama 35226 

Dear Brethren, 

Plesse rush us 100 copies of the March 1980 issue of"C0NTEND- 
I N C  FOR T H E  FAITH".  We appreciate the l ine work being 
done by Bro. Rice. We are still plagued by the Crossroads 
Philosophy in this immediate area. We appreciste the publicity on  
the free land tbrotlgh~the Deltons Corporation, loo. 

I n  Christ, 

(Signed) 

Ken Will is 

Plesse bi l l  us for the 100 copies dong  with postage. 

In  a separate letter o n  that samc datc, b ro ther  Wi l l i s  
addressed a covering letter t o  me personally, as follows: 

Apri l  ll, 1980 

Mr. I ra  Y. Rice, Jr. 
Contending for the Fsi th 
P. 0. Box 26247 
Birmingham. Alabama 35226 

Dear Brother Rice, 

We really appreciate the good work you are doing through 
Contending Fo r  TheFaith. We have just placed an order for 100 
copies of the March 1980 issue. Don't know i f  someone else 
handles the fi l l ine of those orders or not. - 
This letter is separate due to its contents. We are stil l receiving 
members regularly who are leaving Northside in-e over the 
Crossroads progrsms there. Most recently was a young couple ---- 
who went the whole route-two prayer partners each, confessions 
t o  nraver oartners. uuiet time reuuired daily, mandatory anen- ~. , . , . 
dance t o  soul talks (or else be told what poor~hr is t ians  they are). 
and other intimidaline thines. We have a meetinz in two days - 
with Truman Spring-as soon as i t  is over I wil l  sit down to 
interview this couple via tape and send you m copy. They have 
already consented t o  this. Guess what made them move l o  

- Pinellas Park? "The Devil!"They were told that by at least three 
people! W i l l  hsve more on this when I intrwiew them-and it wi l l  
he for publication or however you wish t o  use it. 

Pray for us-and that Northside may yet "purge out" the error 
there. We have had over 35 place membership with us f rom 
them-who could not tolerate the goings on  or what they saw was 
coming. 

In Christ, 

(Signed) 

Ken Willis 

All this-but Go rdon  H o g a n  st i l l  either could no t  see o r  
else refused t o  acknowledge that h is  o w n  sponsoring 
church  ITSELF had "gone Crossroads!" 

* * * * * * * *  
When bro ther  Wi l l i s  turned a l l  the foregoing over t o  me 

"for publ icat ion"  o n  October 7, 1987, he  appended the 
fo l lowing note, wr i t ten in his o w n  longhand: 

Regarding Northside, you wi l l  note that Joe Gsrmon was their 
minister i n  1979, having been converted and trained s t  Cross- 
roads. With in weeks of his arrival, "soul-tslks" were begun there. 
(See bulletins Vol. 1 #2 and Vol. 1 #3. They fully endorsed and 
participated in the Florida Evangelism Seminar at Bay Front 
Center, at St. Petersburg, in 1979. From that day forward, while 
he was at Northside. a l l  progrsms at Crossroads apparently were 
implemented st Norlhside. 

About this time, most churches i n  the St. Pete/Tampn Bay 
ares, hearing and knowing o f  the divisive nature o f  the Crossroads 
Movement ~ub l i shed and made known their oonosition to the . . 
C rowuad*  Muvemml. (See bulletins from Pinella, Prrk. kemi- 
nole, ('enlral, Clerrwsler. Manhallan Avenue. Bell Shurls. etc.) 

This same Joe Gsrmon, after "personal recurring sins," left 
Pinellss County, and the same is now a house church leader i n  
Boston (Boston bulletin, Sept. 13, 87). 

Members at Northside began leaving after Pinellas Psrk had 
Melv in Dueeer oresent a weekend lectureshio on Crossroads -- . 
tmctics and problems across the country. B y  Oct. 10, 79, about a 
dozen had left and placed membership st Pinellss Park. BY Avril. . . 
80, it had come t o  35, including an elder and 2 deacons serving 
Northside at the time Joe Garmon was hired. 

Joe remained at Northside for about three years. When his 
services were terminated for reasons other than doctrine. as told 
me by two of Northside's elders, both now deceased, Joe, with s 
group out o f  Northside, including one orthese elders, began 
another conerelation i n  Pinellss County. known ss the Sun - - 
Coast church of Christ. I t  has since, upon Joe's leaving, merged 
with Sunrise i n  Tamps, recently renamed the TampoBay Church 
o f  Christ. 

What i s  Northside's position now? That question was raised 
January 7.1986. The reason for the question being raised was the 
presence of about I 1  Norlhside members at a meeting i n  Tampa 
to determine the interest o f  Tamps Bay Ares congregations . . 
beginning a reciprocal youth program. Upon learning that 
Northside had such a laree delegation at that initial meeting for 
such youth activities, the leaders o f  several area churches 
indicated that since Northside had been out o f  fellowship with 
most congregations, that i f  they were now included they would 
pul l  out. A t  the recommendation o f  elderslpreacher st Be l l  
Shoals, i t  was determined t o  meet with Northside elders t o  pose 
questions directly t o  them as to their position re: Crossroads. 
Thus, January 7,86, JohnPoore, DavidShelborne, BudBayless, 
and K e n  Will is met with RichardLightkep and Sidney Hooper 
(2 Northside elders) and Gary Knighton, their preacher. 

I n  that meeting, first denying any association/afliliation with 
Crossroads, before the meeting was over, their elders indicated 
that i f  any of their young people attended the University o f  
Florida, at Gainesville, they would expect them to attend 
Crossroads. 

Thmt is our most recent information. I n  a phone conversation 
with Robert Martin, resident o f  Pinellss County for 30 years or 
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more and current preacher at Pinellas Park, he indicated lhat he 
knows of no changes a t  Northside. At leas1 there had been no 
announcements of any changes from there. 

All this-as late a s  January 7,1986-and Gordon Hogan 
.still knew of no conneetion between his sponsoring chureh 
and Crossroads! 

* * * * * * * *  
Along with all the other doeuments and information that 

he passed along to me October 7, 1987, brother Willis 
further supplied me with tape-recordings of the above- 
mentioned meeting a t  Northside Church of Christ building 
the evening of January 7.1986. They are much too lengthy 
to be transcribed here in their entirety. However, in these 
tapes, a s  annotated by brother Willis, we have the 
following information. in part: 

Sidney Hooper, an  elder a t  Northside, began by reading 
a letter written to the Northside elders about questions that 
had been raised following a meeting earlier in Tampa in 
which plans and participants discussed beginning regular 
area youth meetings. At that meeting several from North- 
side had attended ( I  I people). The letter was from David 
Shelhorne, youth minister a t  Bell Shoals congregation. at 
the encouragement of the elders of Bell Shoals. Questions 
had arisen due to Northside promoting Crossroadsactivitics 
in their bulletin, and some area congregations. indicating 
that they would not participate in these youth meetings 
with Northside. 

After more or less brief statements by various ones 
participating in the discussions, John Poore, minister a t  
Northwest church of Christ, in Tampa, Florida, identified 
Pinel/as Park, Spring Hill, Manhatran A venue (in Tampa), 
Bell Shoals and Midwa-v as  the congregations which would 
not participate in area youth meetings if Northside is 
included-if they still endorse Crossroads. that is. These 
congregations had raised questions about the planned 
program. 

Still farther down. Gary Knighton, preacher at Northside 
(since moved away in 1987). spoke of congregations which 
complained about Northside's position and possibly partici- 
pating in the youth meetings. He questioned David Shel- 
borne's statement about Northside using "poor judgment 
in advertising Crossroads activities," said they were '*just 
taking up for the under-dog" and that questioners were 
"crucifying people for things done 3 or 4 years ago," that 
they had read garbage that was lies and undocumented, 
that Northside does not like pressure!. that Bell Shoals was 
doing the same thing with pressure a s  Crossroads is doing 
with reference to evangelism. T o  Bud Bayless, he said, you 
asked where we stand in relation to  Crossroads? "That's 
not my place to  answer; that's the elders'." 

Northside evidently did not have much use for Jackie 
Stearsman, who has done such a magnificent job of 
exposing Crossroads'error. When John  Poore was answer- 
ing questions by Gary Knighton. Sidney Hooper, one of 
Norrhside's elders, reacted vehemently when reference was 
made to brother Stearman's name, exclaiming, " IF  YOU 
W A N T T O  G O  WASH YOUR MOUTH OUT,THERE3S 
A REST ROOM RIGHT DOWN THERE!" 

Toward the close of Tape I ,  Side 1. Richard Lightkep. 
an  elder at Northside, reacting to something that David 
Shelborne had said, asked rhetorically. Is Northside a 
Crossroads ehurch-a satellite-is that what you're asking. 
is that why you came over here? The answer is NO! He 
objected to  being Put on the defense and about defending 
Crossroads. saying that he was an elder when Northside 

hired a Crossroads preacher, and that he was the elder 
responsible for firing him. He went on to  say that Cross- 
roads has a good program for supporting children who are 
homeless, and if to cut Northside off completely from 
Crossroads, was the desire "before you can fellowship 
us ... WE'RE NOT GOING T O  D O  IT!" 

Bud Bayless asked of elder Lightkep, "Would you let me 
make that same argument/statement about the Baptist 
chureh down the street? Would you accept that?"To which 
Lightkep answered, "NO." 

Feigning not to  know what Crossroadistn really is, elder 
Lightkep asked. "Would you define the Crossroads philoso- 
phy? Is it the pressure they put on people?" 

On  Tape I ,  Side 2, the discussion continued. Bud 
Rayless. then minister to  the Midway church of Christ, in 
Sarasota. Florida. since moved away to prepare for entering 
Botswana, Africa, to begin a preacher training school like 
Memphis School of Preaching, brought up the subject of 
"prayer partners." 

"What is wrong with the prayer partner relationship?," 
elder Lightkep wanted to  know. "Isn't it all right for U S  to 
pray together?" 

Brother Rayless said. "This is what I expected." 
Elder Lightkep kept right on trying to  defend thc prayer- 

partner relationship, a s  taught by Crossroads. He further 
contended that they had fired their former Crossroads- 
trained preacher, saying. "We fired the guy and all went 
with him, now a clean slate, a t  least we thought." 

Rayless pressed,"How could you be split by Crossroads. 
then advertise this program?" Lightkep asked if an un- 
balanced young man goes out from a school, is his school 
guilty? "Do you believe Crossroads is inherently evil because 
of bad apples?" 

Gary Knighton. Northside's preacher, wanted to  know 
what the others wantcd from Northside-what it would 
take to  straighten things out? Speaking directly to Ken 
Willis. he asked what it would take from him or  Pinellas 
Park to get this correct? 

Brother Willis commented on conversations that he had 
had with Charlie Haslam and Fred Fulford (both elders, 
now deceased, who were a t  Northside until recently), 
saying, "Private and verbally both made statements to me 
that we don't want the extremes of Crossroads here. Why 
can't you make a public statement in your bulletin?" 

Gary Knighton asked, "What would happen if we 
announee Crossroads activity next November?" 

Farther along he said, "We have some inside information 
from the elders a t  Crossroads, which we are not a t  liberty to 
divulge ..." 

After much backing-and-forthing, Bud Rayless observed, 
"I don't have to  go to  Crossroads to  get inside information: 
if they've changed, why don't they make this information 
known?" 

Gary Knighton said that what Northside does is their 
own business a s  long as  it is not immoral or unscriptural.. . 
He said he would bet it wouldn't make any difference if 
Northside published a statement! 

The subject was raised of how area ehurches would feel 
about members coming in who attend seminars, such as 
Crossroads' Florida Evangelism Seminar. Northside elder 
Sidney Hooper said,"We would not seek to  discourage our 
young people from going to the Florida Evangelism 
Seminar or Crossroads." 

David Shelborne, of Bell Shoals. asked, "Would you 
seek to  discourage your young people from going to 
Crossroads if they were a t  the University of Florida?" 
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Northside elder Hooper declared, "NO! I would not!" 
Then, after remarks by his fellow elder Lightkep, he 
emphasized,'TO GO TO CHURCH AND BE A MEMBER 
AT CROSSROADS. NO 1 WOULD NOT DISCOURAGE ~ . -  -~~~ - 

IT  AT ALL!" Gary Knighton said something, then Hooper 
re-emphasized, saying, "1 DO NOT CONSIDER T H E  
CROSSROADS CHURCH O F  CHRIST T O  BE T H E  
EVIL YOU PERCEIVE IT T O  BE." 

After more discussions of Northside's position on Cross- 
roads, brother Hooper asked Ken Willis point blank, 
"Would you fellowship us?" T o  which brother Willis 
replied, "FROM THINGS I HAVE HEARD TONIGHT, 
NO! NOT WHAT I THOUGHT 1 WOULD HEAR." 

Bud Bayless pointed out to the Northside brethren, 
"You're bidding Godspeed to Crossroads," therefore NO, 
he would not fellowship them either. 

Northside's preacher Gary Knighton lamented that 
Northside hadn't ehanged in many years and that few area 
churches have anything to d o  with it. 

Under the conditions, David Shelborne, of Bell Shoals, 
said, "OUR YOUTH GROUP COULD NOT COME TO 
NORTHSIDE." Farther along he charged Northside with 
having "given credence to people who have blatantly 
sinned in our Lord's body." 

Elder Lightkep declared that "we a t  Northsidc w m l d  
announce anything that's requested to go  into our bulletin." 
He mentioned having a rude awakening to the attitude of  
some of the congregations in the area, but that if anybody 
needs money they come to Northside. 

Gary Knighton inquired about whether area congrcga- 
tions would announce Northside activities or not. David 
Shelborne said. no, that Bell Shoals would not d o  so. 
Knighton said he didn't think their discussions should go 
any further-that if they wanted to "drop us like a bag of 
beans, just DROP us! 1 think it's sad and UNCHRISTIAN! 

Northside elder Hooper joined in, saying, "I THINK 
I T 5  UNCHRISTIAN," referring to attitudes and area 
ehurches not announcing Northside's activities in their 
bulletins. 

Bud Bayless said that he understood Northsidc's feel- 
ings-that if he accepted Crossroads, he would feel the same 
way. * * * * * * * *  

So, there you have it, brethren! Gordon Hogan's 
sponsoring church-the Northside Church of  Christ, of St. 
Petersburg, Florida, is a Crossroads-fellowshipping church. 
and has been for all these years! Yet. when I faced him with 
it years ago, hedenied it. Is it possible that such could have 
gone on all this long time and he not know about it? Or  is it 
possible that he himself leans towards Crossroads and 
simply refuses to admit it? 

Whatever the case, there st111 are a few more pieces to 
this religious puzzle to be fitted in. For  example, why was 
it, some four or five years ago, when I first mentioned t o  
Gordon the advisibility of our having a Bible lectureship in 
Singapore on basic doctrinal themes, that he objected it 
wouId be "counter-productive'? Counter-productive t o  
what? Counter-productive to Liberalism-or Crossroad- 
ism-yes: but to the TRUTH? Never! Emanating from 
Moulmein Road-which I "planted" and he was supposed 
to be "watering'-we were beginning to hear "strange 
winds of doctrine" and seeing all those modern-speech, 
"Mickey Mouse" translations cverywhere-especially the 
New Inrernarional Version, which is the one used almost 
exclusjvely by Crossroads and Crossroads-trained people. 

If ever there was a situation which desperately called for 
such a strong, Bible-centered lectureship as  the one I was 
proposing, it was the one rapidly developing a t  Moulmein 
Road and in Singapore in general a t  that time. But Gordon 
would have none of it, contending it would be "counter- 
produetive"! 

Why was it, when some of us first learned that the 
Central London/ Crossroads church had "targeted" Singa- 
pore for a church "planting" in 1987, and called it to 
brother Hogan's attention, that he claimed to have "pre- 
empted" the matter having asked them not to come. 
According to him, he had this joint request signed by all the 
churches in Singapore and sent to London even before I 
suaaested it. I so, inasmuch a s  I repeatedly have - 
asked to see a copy of that lcttcr t o  see how it was worded, 
it NEVER YET HAS BEEN FORTHCOMING? If the 
request was as  strong and a s  stringent as  it needed to be, 
how is it that Central London sent representatives to 
Singapore to discuss the matter with our preachers there- 
and then announccd they were COMING ANYWAY! 
December/ 1987 is their targeted date-and that is just two 
months away! 

Why is it, that when we saw that the annual Asian 
Mission Forum, slated for November. 18-23, in Manila, 
Philippines, was featuring Riehard Rogers on "The Boston 
Chureh Methodology", instead of lifting a finger to help us 
combat this doctrinal error, Gordon excused himself from 
confronting it on the grounds of his wife Jane's having 
suspected cancer? :If she actually had cancer, naturally we 
all could sympathize with his concern: however, a t  the very 
least, he could have exerted his influence against this 
incursion of the Boston brand of Crossroadism-but he 
didn't. 

Why is it, that when we finally (however relunctantly) 
concluded that these annual Asian Mission Forums had 
been lost to the truth of the gospel, and that therefore it 
would be better to start having Annual Asian Bible 
Lectureships completely divorced from such apostate 
"forums,"instead of joining with us in defense of the truth, 
Gordon continued fellowshipping the doctrinal error that 
the heretical "forums" had come to represent? The 1st 
Annual Asian Bible Lectureship was held in Hualien, 
Taiwan; but he neither attended nor had anything to do  
with it. 

Why is it, that when, for courtesy's sake, I asked brother 
Hogan and the  Moulmein Road brethren for the use of the 
auditorium for our 2nd Annual Asian Bible Lectureship, 
they turned us down? It  evidently made no difference to 
them that I personally had raised every cent of the money 
for the purchase and original renovarion of that building 
the simple fact is that Gordon and the Moulmein Road 
brethren by then had become so estranged from t h ~ s e  who 
"earnestly contended ,for the faith" as it was "once delivered 
unto the saints7'that they wanted tohavcnoparr  with us in 
such a Bible-oriented lectureship. And although a few of 
them did in fact turn up a t  a few sessions of our lectureship, 
which was held a t  the Tai-Pan Ramada Hotel, on Victoria 
Street, it was plain for all to see that their coming was sheer 
"tokenism" and that their hearts really were not in it. In 
order to have some modicum of peace, re: our lectureship, I 
did not insisr (as was my right) upon the use of the 
Moulmein Road auditorium. However, for the record, let 
it be remembered that this was thefirsf time any such 
request of mine ever had been turned down since we 
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that  property for  the Lord's cause-the cause of  the Singapore lectureship many months inadvance and  they 

TRUTH-almost 30 years ago. evidently worked up their "eampmfor the exact dates of o u r  
leetureship, long afterward, k n o ~ i n g  full well that  it would 

~~d where was Gordon Hogan while this all-important eonfliet with ou r  wcll-advertised event on  those same dates. 

Bible LeetureShip was being held, October 26-30, 1986, in Of course ,  s ince hos t ing  t h a t  "camp" h a d  been 

Singapore? H e  conveniently had  aeeepted an  invitation withdrawn f rom for dividing a n d  otherwise causing trouble 

from withdrawn-from, church-dividing heretiesinThailand in churches all over Thailand over the Bales/Stcwart 

t o  be their main speakera ta  so-called "Bible Camp."Which doctrine of marriage-divorce-and remarriage, i t  aetually 

would not have beenquitesoreprehensible(exceptfor their was sinful for  Gordon to he partaking with them a t  all. 

heresy). but for  thefact that we had announced ourdatesfor  (Read 11 John  9-11). 

HOGAN, MOULMEIN ROAD ANDTHOSE NOW ASSOCIATED 
WITH THEM FEATURE CHARLES BISHOP'S ADVOCACY 

OF THE BOSTON/ CROSSROADS'DISCIPLING'MOVEMENT 
Enough evidence has  been presented in this issue already 

tying in Gordon Hogan'ssponsorship ~ ' i t h  Crossroadism t o  
convince any reasonable inquirer; however, if further 
evidence was needed to show that Gordon h imsey  was 
headcd that way. too,  it appears t o  have been provided by 
his, the Moulmein Road  brethren,and thoseassociated with 
them in Singapore, bringing Charles Bishop. a former 
missionary, more lately serving the Wesrlink church, in 
Wichita, Kansas, t o  be their speaker i n a  W H O L E  S E R I E S  
OF EVENTS both in Singapore and also in Malaysia. 

As i t  turned out, Bishop no  longer was thefaithfu1,sound 
gospel preacher everyone remembered f rom his former days 
as  a missionary a t  Klang, Malaysia; but he evidently has 
swallowed Crossroadism-oarticularlv the Boston varietv- 

Forexample,  he had notgotten but a f ew paragraphsinto 
his speech until he was saying, 

... But, now let's look at this. If Tlmuthy took one man and 
discipled him for a year-I mean, he spent day afterday with him, 
he worked with him, he prayed with him, he studied with him, he 
showed him how to teach others... 

Taking  Klang, for  an  example, and  doubling Klang's 
membership each year, he showed that within 10 years, it 
should have won (starting with only one or twopeop1e)more 
than 1,000 members. H e  built on  this by saying, 

... The church in Klangh been there since 1971-72; that's 13-14 
years, 12 years. At the end of 30 years, 2.1 billion, if we teach 
discipling ministry. It doesn't take long to figure out. next year, 
next year, it will double-4.2 billions, and the next year 8.4. So  in 

hook, line and sinker. 32 years you evangelize the world. theoretically. Are we under- 
[I could not Ihclp but wonder, last fall, when brother standing Ihis is 

Bishop's "son in the the gospel" Charlie Chan was in the But,do you sce my point? My paint i s  this. we need to trainmen 
and women PS disciples. Why? Because, when we do that, we will U.S. fund-raising for  the projected building for Klang. why 
have Christians that full.grown and able to reproduce them- 

it was not Bishop, instead of  me. making his appointme1ltR selves the end of one or two or three years, whatever the time 
Not that I minded-[ was just happy t o  be of service! But frame is-1 don't know whnt the time frame is-it doesn't matter. 
would it not seem more appropriate for  the one brother 
Chan looked to in this way t o  be the one? 

1 was in the room when brother Chan  telephoned to 
brothcr Bishop inviting him to meet him a t  the Misauuri- 
Kansas Lectureship, where he was tospeak.  Bishop not only 
refused tocome .  but whenChan  offered tocome  t o  Wichita 
to see him, he  turned that down. too! H e  said that  he  was 
scheduled t o  speak o n  the Yankaya Memorial Lectureship, 
in Malaysia, in December, and  tha t  he would see him then. 
(Ain't that something, I thought t o  myself! Here his son in 
the gospel is in this country and Charles Bishop wouldn't 
travel the short  distance from Wichita t o  Independence t o  
see him, neither would he agree for Chan to visit him in 
Wichita! How strange!)] 

But if 1 had know11 L ~ C I I  what it was that  Charles Bishop 
was about  to preach both in Singapore and also in Malaysia, 
maybe 1 could have understood it better. 

Tape  recordings were made of H~shop's speeches. parti- 
cularly at  Bedok/Singapore and a l s o a t  Klang, Malaysia. I 
have listened carefully and  repeatedly t o  both tapes. They 
are straight out  Crossroadism, particularly of the Boston 
brand. 

F o r  example. on  the night ofSaturday,  Deccmber6.1986. 
at  the Bedok church auditorium in  Singapore, where K o n  
P a k  Fook  is the preacher, among  the many, many things 
that Bishop had to say, the followingexcerots wlll illustrate 

But a discipling ministry has benefit ... 
Farther along, after opining tha t  "the ministry of Jesus 

actually doubled a number of times during his lifetime," 
Bishop said, 

... Thisdisciplingthingisvery,very imparlant,snd I am hoping 
that we cam get a hold of this. I nm not interested in baptizing 
numbers; I am interested in-baptizing people ... l think that our 
churchesaren't growing, hefiuse we're not prepared to grow them 
in the school of discipleship ... 

If  any  doub t  that  he was laying the g ~ o u n d w o r k  for  
Crossroadism, within minutes of beginning his speech, he 
was saying, 

... Now, you find a reaction to this, and they call this "The 
Crossroads Movement." There's discipling ministry. It's biblical. 
But there has to he, there has to he, a place where it is not mdical. 
We are not to he radically liberal; we are not to he radically 
legalistic; we are to he neither to the left or the right of God's will; 
we are to be in the middle of God's will; we are to do what pleases 
him. 1 don't fear Crossroads, but I think we can learn from them. 
What are they doing that's working? We shouldn't he afraid if 
~omebodv is doine somethine that is workine. Let's see whnt - - " 

1he)'redwne. Ifthe) are~budngil,let'sdon'l nhuse it; but lel'*use 
it lor Gud'celurv-whatever it iv.if it'$ bihlicnl, if it'v hiblieal.if il'c - .  
according to the truth. And 1 helieve that Jesus used this principle. 
I know he used it, because he says he selected twelve men to spend 
time with him ... 

Evidently defensive upon behalf of Crossroads, soon he  
what I mean. If you i r e  familiar ~ 7 t h  ~ o s t o n / ~ r o s s r o a d s  Wassaying, 

nomenclature, you should ha\e no  difficulty recognizing the .... 1 am tired of this contention and tired of this judgmental 
"buzz words": spirit that some people are exhibiting in the church ... Everything is 
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wrong that you're doing. The churcb i s  to be m encouraging 
place ... 

Farther along, Bishopgot todiscussing what hecalled the 
"spiritual aua1ities"of the so-called "multiplying ministry." 
H; said. ' 

. 

... Next, wosee that therearespiritual qualities ofthe multiplying 
disciple ministry.. . 

Number two. we are to be dedicated to the ministrv of 
multiplication ... 

Number three, we need to be disciplined for a l i f e  pleasing to 
God ... 

There was more-much more; but anyone whois familiar 
with Robert Coleman's Masrer Plan of Evangelism, Milton 
Jones' Dlsciplifig-the Multiplying Minisrry, and Alwn 
Jennings' H o w  Chrisrianity G r o w  in lhe City instantly 
could diseern "where he was coming from." He was 
preparing the soil to receive Rostonism/Crossroadism- 

and Gordon Hogan and others responsible for his coming 
were helping him do it! 

Rather than being limited to sowing his doctrinal poison 
in one or two places, he was the featured speaker on the 
YankayaMernorial Lectureship i n  the Malaysian highlands, 
then on tosingapore, where he spoke at Bedok.at Geyleng, 
at Moulmein Road and Pasir Panjang, before going on to 
Klang. Central London/Crossroads could not have had a 
morc effective emissary preparing the way for their coming 
this December. 

Let i t  be said to the credit of the faithful ehurch at  Klang, 
Malaysia, that they were so disappointed and disgusted with 
Bishop'sCrossroadismas well with hisothererrors that they 
are determined nevcr to  have him haek there to speak. 
except he repents. 

As with Gordon Hcgan, with Central London/Crossrwads 
having targeted Singapore for December/l987, what is he 
doing as a "resident missionary" half a world away? 

9th Annual Lectureship 
"Speaking as the Oracles of God" 

JOHN 3:16 
AND CURRENT ISSUES 

NOV. 6-8, 1987 

EASTSIDE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST 

2141 Kingston 
Muskogee, OK 74403 

FRiDAY 
7:30 p.m. Introduction to John 3:16, Robert Taylor 
8:30 p.m. "For Godn-Who Is God?, ldus England 

SATURDAY 
9:00 a.m. ". . . so loved," David Brown 

10:OO a.m. Biblical Fellowship. Ron Cosby 
1 1  :00 a.m. Current Issues Facing the Church (Open 

Forum), Roben Taylor 
Noon Lunch (provided at building) 
1 :30 p.m. ". . . the World . . .", Benny Moore 

2:30 p.m. ' ". . . that He gave.. .", Curtis Cates 
3:30 p.m. What Constitutes Biblical Conversion?, 

Paul Epps 
4:30 p.m. ". . . His only begotten Son . . .", 

Tom Bright 
7:30 p.m. Dangers of Extremism, Curtis Cates 

SUNDAY 
9:30 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 
11 :30 a.m. 
2:30 p.m. 
3:30 p.m. 

4:30 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

". . . that whosoever. . .", Tom Bright 
Confronting False Doctrines. David Brown 
Lunch 
". . . believeth on Him . . ," Dale Parker 
Current Dangers of the Crossroads! 
Discipling!House Church Movement, 
Wayne Coats 
Current Dangers of the Crossroads/ 
DisciplingiHouse Church Movement 
(Open Forum). Wayne Coats, Tom Bright 
and Cliff Lyons 
". . .should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.", Leon Brashear 

Electrical hook-ups for RV units will be provided on 
the church property. A staffed nursery will be provided 
for all sessions. For more Information on housing, 
call Charlotte Morgan (918) 682-6382. Cliff Lyons, 
director. Cassette tapes and outline books will be 
available. 
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CENTRAL LONDON MISSIONARIES 
CAUSE TROUBLE 

FOR FAITHFUL IN MALAYSIA 
Just trying to plant and water the true gospel in the Far Dr. Yusofi added that the activities of the London-based 

East is hard enough a t  best without having false teachers, Christian group are opposed and not recognized by the locally 
such as those from Central London coming along making based Christian groups as they fear that their own activitiesin the 

things even more difficult with the government of Malaysia. COUntrY be 

Readers will remember our reporting earlier that the The Deputy Minister further said that evidently there is a crisis 

Barry H ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  who seemed almost sure to beadmitted as in the power struggle within the Christian movement as some 
members have informed the Islamic Center of their confusion 

missionaries into Malaysia, finally were turned down. They regarding the faith as they have given different versions of 
were admittcd into Indonesia: but what turned thegovern- it. group gives a different version of and their 
ment so unnecessarily against them in Malaysia? members have been confused and apprehensive of the trends 

No doubt there were several factors involved; however, toward opposition to Islam." 
one of them almost h a d  to be the shenanigans that the Dr. Yusoff further said that the dialogue which the Islamic 
Central London Crossroaders were pulling in Singapore Center will be holding next year is in fact a t  the request of those 
and Malavsia. Christians who have been given a negative picture of Islam by 

That you may have some idea, please note that almost 
the entire front page running on over into the second page 
of the Islamic newspaper Mingguan Islam, for December 
19, 1966, was devotcd primarily to them, when they tried 
slipping into the country t o  do  missionary work disguised 
a s  "towist."[NGTE: See most of that front page photo- 
reduced, on page 3. iYRJr.1 

Inasmuch as  the paper was printed in the Malaysian 
languagc, we asked for a word-for-word translation of it. 
The brethren a t  Klang. Malaysia, provided us with the 
following translation of the article: 

CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES DISGUISING AS TOURISTS 
A group of Christian missionaries from the "CENTRAL 

LONDON CHURCH OF CHRIST" is actively engaged in 
entering the country by disguising themselves as tourists. 

This revelation was made by the Deputy Minister in the Prime 
Minister's Department. Datuk Yusofr Nor to "Minggunn Islam." 
He raid: "The Religious Division of the Prime Minister's Depart- 
ment has received information that six missionaries from this 
particular group are expected to cross the Johore Causeway from 
Singapore by using their tourist visas." 

According to the Deputy Minister. the intention of these 
missionaries to do so has been due to their success in instigating 
the Muslim community of Singapore through using tourist visas. 
"The tactic .of using tourist visas is aimed at deceiving the 
Malaysian authorities,"said Dr. Yusoll. 

their missionaries. 
The Islamic Center is aware of the heavy task that it is 

undertaking towards clarifying the strength and genuiness 01 
Islam as compared to other religions which regard Islam as a 
threat because of the religious zeal (jihad) of the Islamic 
community in the country. 

There are amongst the Christians who are worried over the 
attitude of this movement who seem to be more intent on 
belittling the lslam religion than in understanding its proper 
teachings. 

Dr. Yusoff is satisfied on the information received regarding 
the threat to Islam as exposed by both Muslims and Christians 
themselves. It  is clearly evident that the Islamic community is 
aware of the dangers that Muslims are facing apart from the 
threat of Zionism. 

The success of the Government mass media, and the Islamic 
community towards curtailing the influence of this Christian 
movement, both within and outside the country, amongst the 
Islamic community has disrupted and caused a split amongst 
themselves. 

The once united stand by certain groups towards destroying 
Islam in the country was broken when the Islamic community 
became aware of their activities and their defeat in this direction 
has prompted them to resort to their unilateral strategies towards 
subverting the Islamic community. These splintered Christian 
groups are now competing among themselves to take the lead 
towards subverting the Islnmic community. 

One clear proof of the split that is besetting the Christian 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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. Editorial.. 

And What Shall We Say of 

SLANDERERS? 
Never in my lifetime do I recall so many false 

brethren going about with lying lips seeking to devour 
those whom they clearly hate. Something on this from 
the desk of Wayne Swain, minister to the Central 
church of Christ, of Bastrop, Louisiana, caught my 
attention, which was especially good, and which is 
here passed along to our readers by his permission, as 
follows: 

In  Psalm 101:s we read, "Whosoprivily shndereth his neighbor, 
him will I destroy, him that halh a high look and a proud heart 
will I not suffer. " 

Slander is a falsehood or unproven rumor maliciously told for 
the purpose of injuring the influence or  reputation of another. 
Truly, slander is a sin of sins! We might also note that slander is 
associated with the person "that hath a high look" and "a proud 
heart." From these statements we learn that slander is a double 
sin; it consists of hatred in the heart and unt*th on the tongue. 

One of the reasons it is such a great sin is because it riolates a 
great commandment, "Thou shall love lhy neighbor as thysel/." 
Someone has said slander has been called the third tongue 
because it "slays three people-the speaker, the spoken to, and 
the spoken of."lt has also been said it is worse than robbery of 
money, because money can he returned, but when one has been 
slandered, it ean never he returned. 

Other people's name and reputation are in our keeping, held in 
sacred trust. They are, therefore, at the mercy of men who know 
them. Men of honor will supremely value a good name, valiantly 
defend a fine reputalion, and scornfully silence all unproved 
rumors. 

Let us learn that the ear as  well as  the tongue is involred. There 
would he fewer lalehearers if there were fewer eager listeners. 
Someone said if the talebearer should be hung by his tongue, the 
listener should be hung by his ears! 

Hatred, enry and jealous in the heart gives birth to lies on the 
lips. 

Another writer, in the long ago, put it this way: 
Who steals my purse steals trash, 

... 'Tis sanething ..nothing 
... Twas mine ...' tis his and has been 

slave to thousands. 
But he who filches from me my good name 
Robs me of that which not enriches him, 
And makes me poor indeed! 

The last time we headed overseas, one such 
slanderer went to the postal authorities and got our 
mailing permit canceled (since reinstated). Now that 
we are headed overseas again, we cannot help 
wondering which slandereds) will try to do what this 
time? 

Brethren, pray for us! 
I r a  Y. Rice, Jr., Edilor 

....................... 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
movement is the establishment of a number of churches in Sungei 
Chua, Kajang, where each church- pursues its own form of 
doctrine. 

Dr. Yusoff added that the competitiveness amongst the 
Christian missionaries in pursuing their activities towards in- 
fluencing and subverting the Islamic community i s  clearly evident 
from their indulgenee in distributing of pnmphlets and literature, 
both within and outside the country, including visitations to the 
Muslim community to preach their gospel. 

I t  is clear from the foregoing article, which appeared in 
Malaysia's Islamic tabloid-size newspaper, Mingguon Is- 
lam,  hat the Malaysian government does indeed recognize 
what it views as  a "split" and a "power struggle within the 
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Christian movement." However, instead of distinguishing 
between those from the spurious, so-called "Central London 
Church of Christ" missionaries (whom it charges with 
deception) and the genuine church of Christ missionaries (I 
personally having been the first in Malaysia), who have 
operated openly and legally in that country for more than 
three decades, the closing paragraphs of thearticle seems to 
lump us all together as  "competing among [ourselves] to 
take the lead towards subverting the Islamic community." 

It always has been legal for Christians to teach Muslims 
in Malaysia-provided the iniliarive came from the lslamic 
side. Obviously, submitting to this seemingly unfair restric- 
tion has limited us enormously in evangelistic efforts 
among the Muslims. However, since it was a deportable 
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offence for "us" to take the initiative toward "thenz"-and 
especially since there were no such restrictions in our trying 
to win Chinese, Indians and other non-Malays, also 
massively represented in Malaysia-we Christian mission- 
aries through all these years have walked a tight line on this 
point in Malaysia that our  missionary work might continue 
there. 

Now, with this heretical group from-Central London 
evidently trying to subvert the Islamic community decep- 
tively, falsely using the name "Church of Christ" (which 
they arc  not), they have drawn such unfavorable attention 
of the Malaysian Government to the churches of Christ 
that it is n o  wonder the Hatchers' visas to come in a s  

missionaries to Malaysia were denied! What is even worse 
is that these London Crossroaders also may have so 
compromised the Government's view of the J im Dearmans' 
work (all legal and above-board, per the foregoing para- 
graph) that, instead of being allowed to stay the eight years 
that they previously had been promised, indications are 
that they, too, soon may lose their visas through no 
infraction of their own and have to come home. Since we 
have no connection a t  all with these"Crossroads" churches, 
and they have but usurped the name "Church of Christ,"all 
of this is doubly galling to the genuine churches of Christ 
both in Malaysia and around the world. 

DO WE WORSHIP 24 HOURS A DAY? 
Don 

[EDITORIAL NOTE: Because Dave  Hogan, the son of 
Gordon Hogan, has caused s o  much controversy, division 
a n d  offence in Singapore over the "Everything- We-Do- 
After-Baptism-is- Worship" doctrine, Contending j o r  the  
Faith is seeking cogent articles showing scripfurally why 
this error cannot possibly be so. When wle saw the follow- 
ing article by D o n  Tarbet in the Obion, Tennessee church 
bulletin for September 20. 1987, edited by Harrell  David- 
son, it clearly was such a s  would shed light o n  the subject. 
Please read it carefullv-Ira Y. Rice. Jr., Editor1 

> .  

If a rancher owns 58 head of Black Angus steers, and 
uses five dogs to look after them, would it be logical to 
assume that the rancher makes his living off of the watch- 
dogs or the steers? The steers obviously make him his 
living, but the watchdogsserve him by guarding the ranch. 
One would err greatly t o  say, "All the money the rancher 
makes is from his watchdogs." 

T o  the devil, Jesus said, "Thou shalt WORSHIP  the 
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou SERVE."(Matthew 
4:lO). Paul spoke of some who "WORSHIPPED and 
SERVED'the creature more than the Creator." (Romans 
1:25). The  emphasis from these verses is that WORSHIP- 
PING AND SERVING are two different things,just as the 
rancher's STEERS and WATCHDOGS are two different 
things. Both are important, but they aredflerent. The  two 
principal words for "worship" and "service" are also 
different in the New Testament Greek language. The 
principle word for "worship" isproskuneo, which is found 
58 times in the New Testament. According t o  THAYER, it 
means: 

prop. t o  klss the hand to (towards) one,  in token of 
reverence ... hence among the Orientals, esp. the Per- 
sians, to fall upon the  knees and touch the ground with 
the forehead a s  an expression of profound reverence ... ; 
hence in the N.T. by kneeling or prostration to d o  
homage (to one) or make obeisance, whether in order to 
express respect or to make supplication. 

THIS is the word used with reference t o  corporate or 
assembly worship, or any kind of praise or special adoration 
that is given to God according t o  his instructions-such a s  
singing, praying, communing. and such like. God SEEKS 
our  worship, and requires that IT  be "in spirit and in 
t ru th ."(~ohn 4:23f). 

God ALSO wants us to SERVE him. As a matter of fact, 
ALL that we d o  is t o  give glory and honor to him, but this 

Terbet 

is something DIFFERENT than expressed worship (wheth- 
er in or out of the assembly). Paul wrote, "Whether 
therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, d o  all to the 
glory of God."(l Corinthians 10:31). Yet, there are those 
among us who say that when we SERVE God we are 
WORSHIPPING him, and that everything we d o  in life. 24 
hours a day, is "worship." SUCH IS NOT TRUE! 
Everything we d o  is t o  the glory of God, but everything we 
do  is not necessarily WORSHIP to God. 

In  Romans 12:l. Paul wrote that the  resenti in^ of our 
bodies as  living sacrifices is a "reasonable service" (KJV). 
The  RSV, NASB, and more lately the NIV (New infer- 
national Version) have rendered the Greek word larreia as  
"service." So, some of our  "WOULD BE DIFFERENT 
BRETHREN" look a t  this rendering from the NlV and 
say, "that's it-everything we d o  in serving God is worship." 
This word latreia is found only five times in the New 
Testament, whileproskuneo is found 58 times. So, instead 
of looking a t  proskuneo (worship) found 58 times, some 
look a t  latreia (serviee) found five times and conclude that 
latreia is the way to worship God. 

Granted it HAS been rendered "worship" in the RSV 
and NIV, but it is NOT t o  be conxtrued as  worship in the 
sense thatproskuneo is worship. The word technically can 
be translated "worship"0NLY BECAUSE and WREN i t  
describesaction toward God. However, this action is NOT 
the kind of action that proskuneo describes (showing 
reverent adoration and praise). The GENERAL rule is that 
latreicl describes service, and not worship. WHY LOOK 
FOR T H E  EXCEPTION T O  T H E  RULE WHEN T H E  
GENERAL MEANING IS CLEAR? Even the NIV is 
inconsistent in its translation of latreia. It is translated 
"service" in John 16:2, and "ministry" in Hebrews 9:5 .  
VINE states (concerning the word latreia): 

primarily hired service, is used (a) of the Service of God 
in connection with the tabernacle. Rom. 9:4; Heb. 9.1. 6. 
(b) of the intelligent service of believers in presenting 
their bodies to God a living sacrifice, Rom. 12:1, (c)  of 
imagined service to God by persecutors of Chrlst's 
followers. John 16:Z. (Vol. I l l ,  p. 349). 

So,  according to scholarship, latreia is NOT the word 
that describes our praise to God. Yet, those who delight in 
finding and telling some new thing (Acts 17:21) say what a 
Bible Chair director recently wrote, "The word which is 
translated 'worship' in the NIV or 'service' in the KJV is 
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'latreia,"' which he said describes the "New Testament 
worship that is pleasing and acceptablc to God; a holy 
lifestyle lived out on the altar of our daily lives." He 
implted that the daily life is ALL that we need t o  d o  to  
please God and that lorreia is "the word" used to  describe 
New Testament worship. By picking latreia (used five 
times. meaning "service") and overlooking proskuneo 
(meaning"worship."found 58 times) AS WORSHIP  is like 
saying the rancher with 58 steers and five watchdogs makes 
his living from the watchdogs. We should not forget to 
serve God ,  but a t  the same.time we should not say service 
IS worship, any more than we should say that watchdogs 
ARE steers. I think the rancher knows better, and so  
should we when it comes t o  understanding the scripture. 

'We understand why the Christian Church preachers are 
making such statements ( to  show that when we are  playing 
the piano for pleasure a t  home that  we are worshrpping 
God,  and if we can worship God with a n  instrument at 
home, why not in the assembly?), but WHY brethren are 
advocating such a view is difficult l o  understand. Is it 
because they delight in "discovering" something that 
brethren have overlooked for 1900 years-or d o  they want 
to  be known for telline, something different? 

exposing this "new doctrine" as error, brother Harrell 
Dovidson.,from whose Obion, Tennessee church bullerin o f  
September 20. 1987, the same was gleaned. had the, follow- 
ing to  say: 

(EDITORS NOTE: The doctrine that everything that we do 
in our lives is worship began several years ago. We had an 
associate that preached such a sermon and wrote the sermon 
out and handed it out before it was preached because he said 
that he knew it was controversial and that many would not 
agree with him. 1 asked him in private if 1 was worshipping on 
Saturday evening when I cooked hamburgers on the grill for 
the family or when I went in and took a bath. His reply was, 
"That is ridiculous, you know that I do  not believe that." I 
stated,"Did you not say in your sermon that I have here in my 
hand that 'everything' we do in our lives is worship? He said 
yes, hut you know your question is foolishness. We believe 
that the questions were right to the point. Abraham and the 
boy Isaac knew the difference. Abraham said, "I and the lad 
will go yonder and worship and come again."He knew that he 
was not worshipping while he was going nor while they were 
returning. Therefore, everything was not worship. This false 
teaching is coming out of some of our schools and it is fabe 
doctrine.-Harrell Davidson) 

In Hebrews 10:24'i, the writer states that  IN our  (Brerhren, let us not go off  halficocked n>ith regmd 10 
assembling together (worship), God's people are to  ''pro- this docrrinal error, as young brother Dave Hogan did in 
'Oke unto love and good works," which can be *One Singapore, leading to  fhe presenr estrangemenr of eight 
LATER as actions. I N  WORSH'P we are conxregations rhere from rhe two still standing faithfir1 
~ r o v o k e d  t o  action that CAN and MUST be done later. doc~rinall~-Jurong and L i m  A h  Pin Road. Any doctrine 
We know lhat we can continue love (even while i n  so dividing the body of Christ is a serious matrer. Brorher 
worship), but it is joined to "good works" which are Tarbet has realpoint when he says, "We understand wh,: 
obviously carried out day by day. the Christian Church preachers are making such starernenrs 

Many  Passages teach lha t  WORSHIP and SER- (roshow that when wearepla,ying thepiano,forpleasurear 
VICE are not the same, but this should suffice. Let it be home ,hot we are worshipping God, and i f w e  can worship 
remembered. that if this new-found doctrine be carried out ~~d an insrrumenr home, why not in the assem- 
to its ultimate end, it not only would give encouragement ,,,,,, ., 
to  the wayward who might think that they are worshipping 
God by what they D O  in life rather than attending the 
assembly, but would destroy the significance O F  the worship 
assembly and thereby destroy the church a s  a body. It 
seemsthat almost everywhere we turn, someone is advocat- 
ing this "new doctrine,"and we feel compelled t o  speak out  
against it. * * * * * * * *  

[EDITORIAL NOTE: In commenting upon the foregoing 
article by brother Tarbet, which teaches the (ruth in 

" ., . , . . . 
Mark it, brethren, if this irresponsible ,false doctrine is 

allowed to  go unchallenged, there simply is no  wa,v rhar 
insfrumerrral music is going to  be kepi our of our worship 
assemblies. In fact,from reports thar we are receiving,frorn 
where Dave Hogan did some reaching in Indonesia, we are 
led to  believe rhar he is weakening on rhar poinl of 
doctrine, roo. Brother Pot McGee, our pioneerpreacher in 
Indonesia, is our source of such informarion.-Ira Y. Rice. 
Jr.. Mitor) 

FORMER MISSIONARY TO SKI LANKA 
QUESTIONS PLANS FOR LECTURESHIP 

Readers of ConLendingfor [he Fairh will recall projected 
plans earlier this year in which we were hopirrg to  have a 
Bible lectureship this fall in Sri Lanka similar to  the one we 
had last October in Singapore. 

Upon reading of same, brother F. T. Pntton,  present 
minister to the Sitka church of Christ, of Milan. Tennessee, 
who formerly was a missionary for several years in Sri 
Lanka, wrote to us, a s  f'ollows: 

April 16,1987 
Ira Y. Rice, Jr. 
P. 0. Box 26247 
Birmingham, AL 35226 

Dear Brother Rice: 

You perhaps will not remember me, although we have met on s 
few occasions. In 1973 1 had the honor of your visiting in our 
home, and speaking to the congregation meeting there. This was 
in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

My family and I went to Sri Lanlra in 1971 to continue (he 
work begun by brother Joe Wheeler. We were there from 1971 
through 1976, which is the longest continuous visa anyone has 
been able to obtain in Sri Lanka. During this time, we, by the 
providence of God, were able to build up the Bible Corres- 
pondenee School, and register Ule church with the government, 
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making i t  possible for  the church in S r i  Lanka  t o  o w n  property 
and  conduct  legal and  business arrairs. The  M a i n  Street 
congregation in Mi lan .  Tennessee had ou r  total  support  ( t ravel  
fund. wo rk  f u n d  and salary) while we were in S r i  Lanka. 

When  we returned t o  the Slates in 1976, the M a i n  Street elders 
sent the Lorry F r y e r  family t o  continue the Lord's wo rk  in S r i  
I.anka. A l t h o u g h  circumstances in the  count ry  have made i t  
impossible f o r  b ro ther  Fryer  and  h is  fami ly  t o  slay in S r i  Lanka  
l o r n  l ong  per iod  o f  lime, he has cont inued i o  go i n n d  o u t  do ing 
whatever he can t o  strengthen the brethren and he lp  the wo rk  t o  
grow. As a result today we have a B ib le  Correspondence Schoo l  
rereivine over 100.000 lessons a year in three different Ianeuaees. - - 
the p re i che r  t r a i n ing  schoo l  continues. a n d  there are  17 
congregations n o w  meet ing throughout the island. 

Bro ther  Rice, I a m  wr i t ing  these things because o f  some 
i n fo rma t i on  wh ich recently came t o  m y  attention. I read in 
Contend ingfor  t he  F o i l h  tha t  y o u  are  p lann ing l o  h o l d  the "1987 
Asian Mission F o r u m " i n  Colombo. S r i  Lanka. I t  is  n o t  tha t  the 
Miss ion F o r u m  w i l l  be held in S r i  Lanka  ths t  concerns me. b u t  
where i t  is  t o  b e  held. 

T o  explain m y  concern let me tel l  y o u  about  one o f  the most 
difficult situations w i th  wh ich  I have had t o  deal. When we went 
t o  S r i  Lanka. brother Reggie Gnana.rundrom, a m a n  w i th  m u c h  
abil i ty, was work ing  w i th  the church there. B u t  after a few monlhs  
problems arose. B ro the r  James Dedmon,  a n  elder a t  M a i n  Street. 
b ro ther  B i l l v  Wilson, and  brother J o h n  Wheeler came t o  S r i  
Lanka t o  t r y  and  solve the problem. They were l he r r  fo r  three 
weeks, du r i ng  wh ich t ime  they met  w i t h  bro ther  Gnanasundmm. 
myself and the brethren. These brethren found that brother 
Gnanasundram had sent letters t o  the lmmie ra t i on  Depar tment  - 
object ing t o  m y  presence in S r i  Lanka, and  falsely accusing m e  of  
being a preacher fo r  the Pentecostal Church. A t  tha t  t ime  the 
Pentecostal Church w a s  bring &ed t o  leave the c o m i x y  bemu- 
o f  pol i t ical  comments made o n  one o f  their rad io  programs. O u r  
visas were rejected, b u t  again b y  the providence o f  G o d  they were 
ul t imately renewed. Because o f  these actions the brethren a t  M a i n  
Street dicided l o  discontinue their support  o f  brother Gnana- 
sundram. 

Over the next  three months  there were a number  o f  meetings 
between brother Gnanasundram and  mvself. b ro ther  Gnana- 
sundram and  bro ther  C. Amarasingham, the three o f  us together, 
and brother Gnanasundram and the men  o f  the congregation in 
Colombo. In  these meetings brother Gnanasundram denied having 
sent any letters t o  the I m m i g r a t i o n  Depar lment  against me. B u t  
when brother Dedmon  returned t o  the States hesent cooies o f  the 
letters along w i th  samples f r o m  other letters he h a d  received f r o m  
brother Cnanasundram t o  s handwr i t ine  expert. The handwr i t ine  - .  
expert stated that  a l l  the samples he had received were f r o m  th; 
same person. 

A number  o f  things came t o  l igh t  du r i ng  these meetings which 
led  the brethren in S r i  L a n k s  t o  finally w i thdraw fel lowship f r o m  
bro ther  Gnanasundmm. Th i s  ac t ion  was taken o n  the grounds 
ths t  brother Gnanasundram h a d  l ied t o  and  sowed discord 
among the brethren. When  we f i rst  arr ived in S r i  Lanka  brother 
Gnanasundram h a d  t o l d  the brethren that  we d i d  n o t  want t o  
associate w i t h  the local  people, and  h a d  asked h i m  t o  te l l  them 
no t  t o  come t o  o u r  home. Th i s  was a lie. When ou r  f i rst  three 
months visa was about  u p  brother Gnanasundram to ld  the 
brethren we were unhappy in S r i  Lanka, and  that we were n o t  
going l o  t ry t o  rencw o u r  visas. Another lie. Also, du r i ng  the l ime 
we were ta lk ing  w i th  brother Gnanasundram, he wrotc brother 
Wheeler t w o  o r  three lellcrs. A t  one meet ing h e  stated that  
b ro ther  Wheeler t o l d  h i m  he knew bro ther  Gnanasundrsm was 
innocent and  that  I was just  t ry ing  t o  f rame him. H e  l ied again, 
for bro ther  H heeler sent U\ copies of his  letters. Bru ther  H heeler 
had to ld  brother <.nsnasundram the evidence left no question o f  
h is  guilt, and encouraged h i m  t o  repent. Bro ther  Gnanasundram 
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accused the brethren at M a i n  Street o f  t ak ing  money thst  had 
been collected for h i m  and  misusing i t .  The money was left l r o m  
funds raised t o  pay for one o f  his daughter's heart  surgery. 
Bro ther  Cnanasundrsm and hro ther  J. C. Choole  had contacted 
the M a i n  Street elders and asked them t o  use the money in 
pu t t i ng  a missionary in S r i  Lanka. Bro ther  Gnanasundram also 
t o l d  the brethren in one meet ing tha l  neither h e  n o r  anyone else 
h a d  ever asked any o f  the brethren in the stales t o  send a 
missionary t o  he lp  them in S r i  Lanka. H e  went o n  t o  say tha l  the 
church in S r i  L a n k a  d i d  no t  need any foreigner t o  help them. 
When the brethren challenged h i m  o n  these statements he said 
tha t  he was on ly  mak ing  a personal statement. Also, du r i ng  th is 
t ime bro ther  Gnanasundram took some f i l m  s t r ip  equipment 
f r o m  the bu i ld ing  and refused t o  re tu rn  it. Finally, the brethren 
felt they were left w i t h  n o  al ternat ive bu t  t o  w i thdraw fellowship 
f r o m  bro ther  Gnanasundram un t i l  such t ime  as he is w i l l i ng  t o  
repent a n d  re turn  t o  the Lord .  

As  o f  th is date bro lher  Gnanasundram has refused to  acknowl -  
edge any wrong  doing. There have been efforts by  di f ferent 
brethren t o  get brother Gnanasundram t o  repenl  and  re turn  t o  
the church. Short ly af ter  we withdrew f rom h i m  bro ther  C a r l  
J o h n r o n  and  h i s  wife, Emmo,  came t o  S r i  Lanka  a n d  stayed w i th  
us f o r  a m o n t h  whi le wo rk ine  o n  their  visas t o  India.  Thev 
contacted bro ther  Gnanasundram and  t r ied  t o  get h i m  t o  re turn  
t o  the church. b u t  t o  n o  avail. Bro ther  D e a n  Crurchf ie ldcame b v  
o n  one of  h is  t r ips t o  India. H e  set up a meeting w i th  himself, 
brother Gnanasundram, a n d  the brethren in Colombo.  A t  th is 
meetine b ro lhe r  Gnanasundram said he d i d  n o t  recoenize the - - 
act ion  o f  the brethren, a n d  he would  n o t  accept anyth ing wri t ten 
in the church minutes. Whcn  bro ther  Frver  went t o  S r i  Lanka. he 
also met  w i t h  bro ther  Gananasundram a n d  t r ied  t o  ta lk  w i t h  him, 
bu t  cou ld  get nowhere. 

Since the t ime of  his being wi thdrawn from, brother Gnana- 
sundram has been supported b y  brethren J. C. Choale  and 
G o r d o n  Hogan .  They d o  n o t  feel they are in any way b o u n d  b y  
t he  ac t ion  o f  the brethren in S r i  Lanka. They are  convinced that 
the whole t h i ng  was a personality conf l ic t  between brother 
Gnanasundram a n d  myself-that I was jus t  so jealous o f  brother 
Gnanasundram, h is  ab i l i t y  and work. tha t  I could  no t  stand t o  see 
h i m  accompl ishing so much  m o r e  than me. B u t  anyone who  w i l l  
l o o k  a t  a l l  the facts and  evidence in the matter w i l l  see this is n o t  
the case. 

W i t h  the he lp  o f  these t w o  brethren brother Cnanasundram has 
been able t o  have a bu i l d i ng  and  has-a few meeting w i th  him. 

I k n o w  1 have been qu i te  lengthy in what  1 have said: b u t  i t  i s  
necessary in order for me t o  explain why I was so concerned when 
I read that  y o u  p lan  t o  h o l d  the "1987 Asian Miss ion F o r u m " i n  
Co lombo  w i th  the congregation bro lher  Gnanssundram estsb- 
lished. Bro ther  Rice. I have fo l lowed your  wr i t ings f o r  many 
years. A l though I have n o t  slwaysagreed w i th  everything you  had 
t o  say. I have always admired your convict ions and  your  wil l ing- 
ness t o  stand f i r m  for what the Bible teaches, and po in t  ou t  error 
n o  matter w h o  m igh t  oppose you, o r  w h o  m igh t  b e  leaching the 
error. So, wou ld  y o u  please he lp  me resolve m y  problem. First, 
what  should b e  o u r  pos i t ion  t oward  those w h o  have to  b e  
disfellowshipped a n d  refuse t o  repent and  re turn  t o  the church? 
Second, what shou ld  be o u r  a t t i tude and ac t ion  t o w a r d s  bro ther  
who  refuses t o  recoenize the church's act ions and  continues t o  ~~~ ~~ -~~ 
fellowship a n d  support  the brother w i thdrawn f rom? Th i rd ,  whs t  
should b e  ou r  at t i tude and ac t ion  toward those converted by  a 
disfellowshipped brolher, and  cont inue l o  worship w i t h  and  
fellows hi^ h im?  Fourth, since the brethren o f  the 17 congregations 
in S r i  L s n k a  are n o t  in fel lowship w i t h  bro ther  Gnsnasundram 
a n d  h i s  congregation, whs t  w i l l  be the s t t i tude of  those at tending 
the f o r u m  toward those brethren? Fifth, 1 understand that  you 
havesent a l i s t  of SO prcachers l o  the brethren in S r i  L a n k a  w h o m  
vou  consider t o  be sound. A re  the names o f  either bro lher  J o h n  
Wheeler, b ro ther  L a r r y  Fryer, o r  myself o n  that list? If not, in 
what way are we considered t o  be unsound? 
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M y  brother, I pray that you w i l l  he k ind  enough t o  write me in 
answer t o  these matters. Any  help which you might give me in this 
matter wi l l  be sincerely appreciated. Again, I truly appreciate you 
and your good works. M a y  our Father bless you with a long, 
healthy, and succnsful life. 

For  Cbrist's honor and glory, 
(Signed) 

F. T. Patton 

Copies to: 
James Dedmon 
John Wheeler 
L a n y  Fryer 
Aurburn Side, Sri  Lanka 

I t  was not until the  f o l l ow ing  month, some s ix  weeks 
later, tha t  I was able t o  find the  t ime t o  respond t o  the  
above, much-appreciated letter. However, from Singapore, 
under date of M a y  27, 1987, f ina l ly  I was able t o  wr i te t o  
him, as follows: 

Singapore 
May  27,1987 

F. T. Patton 
Sitka church o f  Chrbt  
Route 1, Box 1506 
Milan, Tennmee 

Dear brother Patton, 

Please forgive me that I seemingly bad to be this long replying 
t o  your appreciated letter of Apr i l  16, 1987. 1 was away on  
a ~ ~ o i n t m e n t s  for quite some time. when vou w r o k  and when I 
gii back, i t  was time for  me to pack and bet ready t o  head hack 
overseas; so al l  I could do was ~ u t  ynur letter with the thinrs I 
planned t o  respond toafter arriving on this side of the world once 
again. 

In  any case, this morning, while staying with the Ernest 
Underwoods, here in Singapore, I took the time t o  study your 
letter carefully; and now I have the time t o  reply w I should. 

Yes, hrother Patton, I well recall my visit in ynur home and 
speaking t o  the congregation meeting there in Colombo, Ceylon 
(Sri Lanka) back in 1973. By now, i t  seems almost l ike a cenlun, 
ago. However. I never havelorlotten it. Neither have I lo rgo t t e~  
how perplexed I was regardine the dissension clearly in evidence 
that day between you .nd brother Reggie GMM~UII&~MI. I 
knew that something had t o  be wrong somewhere; but  1 was 
unable as o f  then t o  figure i t  out. I decided just t o  hold the matter 
in abeyance, at least in my own mind, and not  t o  blame you or 
h im  either unti l  perhaps one day I could get the "stnight" of it. 

Sometimes this is easier said than done. As I talked with 
brethren Garlon Hogan and I. C. G w t e ,  boih of wham I had a 
part, originally, in their going overseas as missionaries, and wbo 

~ ~ 

had hada t  least some connection with tbe Ceylon (Sri Lanka) 
work, both seemed to  feel that brother Reggie Gnanasundaram 
should not  be blamed. Whether I was iustified in this or not. I nut 

~ ~~- . r~~ 

i t  down as possibly a'Paul and Barnabas"disagreement, and d id 
not pursue i t  any further. 

F rom your present letter, however, i t  appears t o  me that i t  may 
have been considerably more than that. Even so, without al l  
parties concerned meetlng each other face to face inSr iLanka,  I 
do  not, even now, see any way t o  settle tbe matter (if indeed i t  is 
even possible t o  settle it). 

I do not recall having been informed before your Dresent letter . . 
tbat there had been awi lhdrawa l  action taken against brother 
Reggie Gnanasundaram. If I had been told o f  this, I must have k t  

i t  escaDe mv attention: otherwise. I probably would not  have 
purnucb thcio-called'l987 Asian  isi ion Forum"matter. re: Sri  
L a n h .  a t  all. In fact. i t  1 0 W  was not my idea, but that o f  hrothcr 

Tbe way it happened was this: Fo r  the past seven1 years, with 
more and more o f  "our" missionaries out here goinr"liheral," the 
so-called "unity-in-diversity" movement b w  ;aught on  in Asia 
with a vengeance. Mo re  and more, each year those in charge o f  
tbese " A h n  Miss ion Forums" have gone out o f  tbeir way t o  
brinc in false teachers t o  speak o n  tbese 'forums." Rather than 
listen t o  the objections md warnings o f  those still committed t o  
tbe truth of tbe gospel as i t  is in Christ Jesus, i t  seemed almost a 
matter o f  pride t o  them t o  keep bringing in more and mere false 
teachers-~art iculr ly since 1981. Finally i t  got so had that 
JaithJul brethren no  longer could forbur ;  therelore. as o f  1985, i t  
was decided t o  have another such annual event in whichlait l r lul  . . 
brethren might feel welcome and conscience-free t o  participate. 

Thus i t  was tbat, in October, 1985, tbe " ls lAnnualAsianBib le 
Lectweship"(as we decided to call i t )  was conducted at Hualien, 
Taiwan. The secondsuch event was held October 26-30,1986, in 
Singapore. Brother L e o  Gnanasundaram heard about i t  and sent 
a brother f rom Sr i  Lanka t o  see if we might combine our 
'lecturesbip" with tbeir "27th Annual Asian M i s i o r u r y  Forum," 
later this year, wbicb was slated t o  he held at Colombo, Sri  
Lanka. The idea was turned down flat. Almost al l  who were 
present for the lectureship in Singapore said that that corrupted 
annual Asian missionary 'forum"was what we were trying t o  get 
away from; and they saw n o  reason t o  turn around and go r i@t 
back into it. 

This is tbe message that we passed hack t o  brother Leo 
Gnanasundanm. However. be tele~honed t o  me in Sinea~ore, 
saying, that he understood al l  that, bu t  that i t  was his i d e i  t o  try 
t o  salvage the so-called 'forum" for the lrulh-that what he and 
those with him really wanted was no1 the corrupted type of 
forums they bad become, hut  something Like our lectureship 
dedicated t o  tbe lrulh. 

Well, at least i t  sounded good. So, I took i t  back t o  those 
participating in our lecturesbip in Singapore once again. However, 
they s l i l ld id not  want t o  combine the two. In fact, they said that if 
Sr i  Lanka really wanled t o  have such an event, let them prove i t  
by having one-only separately f rom ours! 

I relayed this message back t o  hrother Leo. H e  was disap- 
pointed, but  said he understood. I didsay t o  h i m  that if he could 
issure me tbat the one in Sri Lanka would have not  even one 
quertionahle speaker on it, that I not only would come mjeelf but 
dso  send a list o f  faithful brethren to ehoose from. (li was no  
insult t o  you, Jobn Wheeler o r  Larry Fryer whether you were 
included o n  the list 1 sent h i m  o r  not. I just went down a long list 
o f  faithful brethren I bad, picked out about 50 of them at random 
and sent them to him. I could just as easily have included you 
brethren and hundreds more; hu t  1 felt that even 50 were more 
lhon enough.) 

Well, after I had sent this list o f  faithful brethren to h i m  (it was 
sometime in December, as I recall-yes, December 11, 1986), 
together with a covering letter, I sat back and waited to hear from 
him. N o  reply. 1 wrote h im  again under date o f  February 11,1987. 
Sti l l  n o  reply. Here i t  is M a y  27-and s l i l l no  reply. 

Since arriving in Singapore, I've been told that the whok evenl, 
re: S r i  Lanka. has been cancelled. Which, especially in view o f  
your present letter t o  me, probably is just as well. In any case, I 
a m  making n o  plans t o  go to, Sri  Lanka for  the '27th Annual 
Asian Missionary Forum" o r  for  any other reason in the 
foreseeable future. 

Concerning the a c d i e s  that yau m e d i d  with J.C. Goate 
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and Gordon Hogan, re: honoring the withdrawal action you 
mentioned against brother Reggie Gnanasundaram, we are 
having the same problem with them, re: honoring other with- 
drawal actions in Thailand and possibly elsewhere. One of my 
reasons for being in Singapore right now is hying to figure out 
what to do about problems right here where Gordon and his son 
Dave Hogan are involved. So you are not alone. 

In the Cause of Truth, 
(Signed) 

Ira Y. Rice, Jr. 

Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio Church 
(Bob Fisk, Preacher) Lines 
Up With Christian Church 
We are indebted to Richard Bates, of Canal Winchester, 

Ohio, for calling our attention to the fact that the church 
that meets a t  837 Chestnut Boulevard, Cuyahoga Falls, 
Ohio, now is actively in fellowship with the so-called 
"Conservative" Christian Church-although we fail to see 
wherein any error has a right to be called "conservative." 

"I am sending you some recent copies of The Exhorter, 
the church bulletin of the congregation that meets a t  
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio," he wrote in a letter posted to us 
under date of July 13, 1987. 

"The congregation, led by its preacher, John Fisk, is 
rapidly compromising with the conservative Christian 
Church, as you will see by reading some of the articles. 
Brother Fisk has been very active in the various forums 
that have been conducted by our brethren and the Christian 
Church: in fact, the next forum is to be held in the building 
of this congregation in the Spring of  1988. 

"The Cuyahoga Falls congregation is one of the larger 
congregations in Ohio, and seems to be influencing some of 
the smaller congregations, particularly in Northeastern 
Ohio." 

lnclosed*h.ith brother Bates's letter were several eopies of 
various recent issues of The Exhorrer. Front paged in their 
issue for June 10, 1987, was the following item, evidently 
written by John Fisk: . 

JOINT FELLOWSHIP SET 
FOR JUNE 28 

A joint fellowship of the Falls congregation with the Northwest 
Avenue Church is planned for the afternoon and evening of June 
28th at the Cuynhoga Valley Christian Academy. The Event is 
planned to begin at 200 P.M. and include pmes and activities for 
both children and adults. A picnic dinner is planned followed by a 
joint w d p  d c e  at 6:00 P.M. John F& F& minister, and 
Chuck Niedermeyer, minister at Northwest Avenue, wi l l  present 
short messages at that service. 

Representatives from holh congregatiom have been meeting 
together for the past few weeks to plan this affair. It is being done 
so that our Christian Church brethren can become better 
acquainted with each other and enjoy fellomhip together. 

In next week's bulletin we shall have specific details of what 
each family should bring to the picnic. Mark your calendars and 
plan to be a part of this historic felloarhip. 

Some three weeks later, in The Exhorter for July I ,  1987, 
under the heading, "From John With Love...", brother 
Fisk was exulting over his and Cuyahoga Falls' false 
fellowship with the above mentioned Christian Church, as 
follows: 

Our fellowship with the Northwat Avenue church was a real 

blessing. The weather was good and a large number from both 
churches attended. The prayen. fellowshio. iolnt wonhio and . . . . - 

communion attested to o"r oneness in Jesus Christ. History war 
begun yesterday in the Northeast section of Ohio that will t o  a 

v 

long way in healing a division of many years standing. Thank you 
for being a p r t  of that history. 

It should be apparent to any well-schooled child of God, 
of course, that no rnaller what you do, wbther  for good or  
ill, that is "history." Whether the otherchurches of Christ 
in Northeastern Ohio-or broth6;hood-wide, for that 
matter-will want to be a part of that particular "history" 
remains to be seen. 

As we understand it, this compromise-with-the-Christian- 
Church congregation at  Cuyahoga Falls is thc one where 
the offices and studios of the World Christian Broadcast 
Corporation are set up. Farther down the columil in that 
same issue of The Exhorter, too, Compromiser Fisk 
reported, saying, 

Virgll Trout is with us this week as he records new programs for 
WCBC. It's always good to he with Virgil. 

We have recently had requests for churches to come and tour 
the WCBC oilices and studios and see the radio programs in 
production. We shall he pleased to welcome groups or individuals 
anytime Monday-Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 500 P.M. 

Is Cuyahoga Falls Church of Christ to be the Trojan 
Horse whereby this World Christian Broadcast Corporation 
effort is to be brought into fellowship with the Christian 
Church? And what of Virgil Trout's beings part of that, 
too? (Remember his participating with the denominations 
of Dallas earlier in an inter'denominational celebration of 
Thanksgiving!) 

Evidently John Fisk and Cuyahoga Falls just can't get 
enoueh of fellowshin with the Christian Church. In their 
~ L h G t e r  for July 8: 1987, also "From John With Love," 
and also on the front page, appeared the following 
paragraph from his pen: 

Our Falls family chorus bas received an invitation to sing at the 
Greenwood Christian Church in Canton. We are always happy to 
share the huuty of our acappella music ministry with anyone 
who wish- to hear it. 

No doubt well be hearing more than just their "acappella 
music ministry" once this gets into print. If there was any 
secret about it, perhaps we might have gone to them 
privately before saying anything put~licly; however, since 
they are determined to shout it from the housetops through 
their church bulletin week after week, so shall we! 

NASHVILLE BANNER 
 HONORS DEHOFF 

It isn't often that a major newspaper goes out of its way to 
honor one of "our brethren;" however, as George DeHoff 
celebrated his 74th birthday-and his 5,000th radio broad- 
cast, theNashville Banner, of Nashville, Tennessee, favored 
him with a three-column treatment on Page 4 of their 
Sunday issue for October 4, 1987. 

Their use of the word "pastor" in his connection was not 
inappropriate either, seeing that brother George not only is 
preacher to the Bellwood church in Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee, but also serves as one of its elders. 

But, here, read it for yourself, as follows: 
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By P~I$~'R Weiler 
8aaat Gmw.mae"l 

, I 
MURFREESBORO - When 

George W; DeHoff's b i i d a y  
rolled a r o w  on Sept. 20. he had 
5,074 reasons to Celebrate. - 

The colorful pastor of the Bell- 
wood Church of Christ was not 
only celebrating his 74th birthday. 
but his,5,000th radio shqw. 

Number 5,000 aired at 7:45 the 
.Suqday morning of his birthday on 

'!.lbiial-staeion WMTS-AM. . . 
" .. 

, . - I$& family surprised him with a 
, ; bew;&coln Continental in recog- 

,:&ion of the milestone. 
",'.?~iggest waste of money they. 
"ever engaged in;.bN I like if" sitid : 

', DeHoff,with a big smile. 
According to theebullient, bald- 

ing:father of four, hi first local . P 
rogram bit the air waves on Jan. 

1946, and was one of the area's 
"first .: . paid'radio programs 
. . %.delivered- hb first sermon in 

'.Uie-fall of 1925 at the age of 15. 
: Nide yean 1ater;he started in ra- 
+ Q o h K ~ M i n  Jonesboro, Ark. ,. , , , Thmcigh the' years, he has 

.. p~eiiched In 35 states and five for- 
.eign. cduritries and estimates he 
.4ys,.s..ba~$@ more than 10,000 - 'kople: 

He bas.been mamied to hi wife, 
, .. Wrie; for 4 6  years, and gets a 
kick but of introducing her as his 
"lqt  wife.: 

, . : A lotof adjectives can he used 
.to:dc$cribe'Dt.Hoff, but shy and 

- .%eating ai(: not among them. ,p.,, . . - ve got genealogical records 
. &itin& back to the 1500s on the 
*@iHoffs, goa'not one of my ances- 
pfpd Bag received an award for 

, , ,m6des6y," hesaid with a ehuckle 
:-:Dressed 2n.a navy blue suit. 

"EkHofT works in, the cluttered 
: - 6 , ~  ,, ,dffi+ gf .the publishing c o ~  
pany, ~ e @ ? f f  : ,Publications, he 
$-,in,19%9.- 

% ' c&ted 6n bie wall ib the midst 
' a - a  ,mNad-  o f  framed pictures 
end:c&fieates is a tiny scrap of 
*it& with aslmple mes- 

:sage: < '  

It reads: "Be organized, keep a 
neat desk$ 
: Thd sip is pure toungein-cheek 
:0eH94, $' 
,:';He , h;r;, dabbled in education. 
travel; N$ics, writing, publishing 
~apici-&ca~ork. . . 
,: .. -"OIV, jes,  ydu!d better believe 
, . . ' 

* 2 .. . 
George DeHpff, pastor at,the B~l1y .od  ~hu i$  ef c h r @ s i ~ ~ ~ ;  - . 
celebrated his 74th birthday and his5,OOOth radio show; . , .. ." - i : :.': ' . . . , -, 6 . i .  

I've had some failures," he said. freffboro, and,'t:liope i($;ev&':: 
"But I burg them as fast as they more beasiul ,whejgie~ ,. .. . y@G; 
come." are." . , . )  , 

His upbeat philosophy has For 14 y-,' DeHoff did, hs . 
greeted listeners of his weekly ra- program every daj. Many d:t&w ; .. . 
dio show. The Bible Hour, since were aired live. . .< .  
its inception. "1 like to read. 1 have a fabulous 

Leanine ' back in a well-worn collectioo of books boundin.3eath- 
leather ofiice chair. he rattled off e r  and stamped in gold," he said. 
from memory the familiar, cheery He has written 25 books includ- 
lines he uses to start everyshow. - ing a six-volrune:worlp, L?e&offs 
" . . . And a very pleasant good Cornmentar# on .,W : %'h$+$' 

morning to you ladies and gentle Bible. and h ~ & & s  ,.,. af&&?rIJae%, 
men. It is a :beautiful day in Mur- workbook.: . i ; , : i ! ,;. . ., . - . . . .. . . . . 

CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH-November11987 9 

Denise
Placed Image



Notes & Quotes ... 
Although a gospel paper, such.as Confendlng lor the Falth. b y  and  large must  

carry many teachlng articles, i n  order t o  edify its readership-and we do-yet, oneo f  
the  most fascinating phenomena result ing therefrom is the feedback w e  get f rom 
our  readers themselves. 

I n  going through the notes and letters sent i n  b y  our  readers-especially those 
renewing their subscript ions i n  recent months-following are some direct quota- 
t ions f rom them wh i ch  w e  felt  might  b e  of interest t o  their feilow-readers as well: 

Bobby G. Quinn, of Dierks, Arkansas, sent lzed us-and should chaiaderlze us still-il 
in $100.00, saying, "We would like 25 copies weseek to hold backtheinlormatlon 01 what 
of Contending for theFaith Sent in bulkto lhe truly isgoing on fromourmembers?Itseems 
GreenPlainschurchofChristforitsmembers. to me that i t  is lar wiser to Inform our 
We are trying to put at least two Christian members that they may react lntelllgently- 
publications in each of our homes. We have and scripturally-to the "strange wlnds of 
sent $100 for one-year subscription. If this is doctrine"threatenlngtoovewhelmthemfrom 
not enough let me know." every slde. IYRJr.) 

D. D. Fry,Jr., Fortworth, Texas:"God bless Amy E. Higginbotham, Milwaukie, Oregon: 
YOU all in earnestly contending for the one "Your publication Contending for the Faith 
Blble and the one way!" gets more interesting and flabergasting all 

W. F. Motes, of Hamilton. Mississippi, thetimeasl havebeenreadingafriend'scopy 
enclosed$25.00with histhree-yearsubscrip- but havedecided toget acopyfor myself.You 
tion. saying, "Keep the remainder for whai- mentioned World Christian Broadcasting 
ever it is needed." Corporation, a group I have been giving to 

Mrs.OlenJones,ofDailas.Texas.enclosed and i would like to know more ... i agree with 
an "extra" $5.00 together with her renewal, your thinking and writings." 
saying, "The other $5.00 is for the Far East (NOTE:"Nothingwouldpleasememore,"i 
misslon work. I wlsh it could be more ... MY replied to sister Hlgglnbotham, "than to be 
husband is now deceased. He enjoyed the able to tell you all is well re: the 'World 
paper very much, too . I always enjoy every ChristianBroadcastingCorporation'ofwhich 
issue-don'l want to miss any ... Wish more you Inquired. Since It Is closely connected 
people were Interested in reading the Paper." with the Highland church people in Abiiene, 

Phillip L. Wheeler. Chatchee. Alabama: "I Texas, which church has been apostatizing 
recently was handed acopy ofyour magazine tor approxlmately 20 years. I suppose we 
Contendrng fortheFaith and was told toread should besurprisedatnothlngthey mlghtdo. 
it and decide whether or not I wished to "A year or two ago, the President of that 
subscribe. After completing i t  my eyes were company was asked by brother Joe Mc- 
opened to many deceptions that are being Donald,oneofourlong-timefaithfulmemben 
preached insomeof'our'congregations. I am inOklahoma,concerningtheuseofINSTRU- 
a new convert (I've been in the church for MENTALMUSlConthebigshort-wavestatlon 
about fiveweeks) and was totally unaware of they operate from Alaska. He was told that 
any such things as these falsehoods and appro;imately85a/ooftheirair-timeisdevoted 
liberalist movements that threaten to tear our to broadcasting JAZZMUSIC! When heasked 
churches apart. Thank God someone has the their reason lor doingthls he was furthertold 
courage to stand up. 'Let him who has that many 01 their listeners are fond of JAZZ 
wisdom'see these lies for what they are! MUSIC and that It was used t o  build their 

It is with great delight that I am enclosing listening audience. 
money order to cover my first year's sub- "Sister Hl&nbotham, I do not believe the 
scription . . "  World Christian Broadcasting Corporallon Is 

(NOTE: Some of our readers chide me that Iettlng their supporters lrom among the 
because of the fighting stance Contending churches 01 Christ know t h i .  Dld you know 
lor  the Fallh takes for the truth against all this? Had they ever so lnlormed you? Just 
error, i t  should not be read by eltherweakor how brother McDonald got onto It, I am not 
new members. Their Idea Is that the "meat" quite sure. However, I am very sure that the 
we present is too strong for such. contributions you are sendlng are not In- 

I listen, but almost totally disagree. How are tended to support JAZZ MUSIC belng played. 
churches of Chrlst evergoing to get back on "The inlormatlon I have, as I said above, 
thatdoctrinalfoundationthatoncecharader- - came lrom brother McDonald. Perhaps you 

should wrlte to WCBC and see what they tell 
you. I wrote to them earlier asking the 
dllference between them and a 'mlsslonary 
Soclety' and they did not bother to reply. I f  
they reply to you, please let me know what 
they have to say." iYRJr.) 

Howard A. Blazer. Jr.. of Millbrook. Ala- 
hama. In s~hscrihlng for one year a~soorderca 
12 COP cs each of OLI s s ~ c s  for Jan~ary  ana 
March 1986 ana for Jandarv. 1987 for a s -  
tribution there 

The church of Christ. .n Palac 0s. Texas 
con11 h ~ t e s  $50 00 each month l o  oLr con- 
tena na-for-the-faith fund to nelD 2s ael lnc 
messaGe out much farther thah oth'krwlse 
would-be possible. Nona M. Roberts, of 
Lansing. Michigan, and the Willlam Slmp- 
sons. of Lemay, Missouri, contribute $5.00 
and $20.00, respectively, each month, to this 
same fund. So does Harold Beale, of Berry- 
viiie. North Carolina ($20.00 monthly). 

Henry L. Simon, of Channelview, Texas, 
subscribed, saying. "I have just read theApril 
issue of your magazine and find it very 
informative. I want to be alert as to what is 
going on in the brotherhood." 

MisDeeHenry, Gainesvilte.Texas."Piease 
do not renew Contendino for the Failh ... 

0 

Cancel out " 
Lowell 6 Emli Beason, of T~ la re .  Ca - 

fornia. enc osed t3.50 for oLr N I Y  Pacret ' 
iN0TE:Our"NIVPackcl" is made u ~ o l l i v e  

sdeclal issues 01 ~ i i l e n d l n g  lor  f i e  Fallh 
whereln we pubilshed brother A. G. Hobbs' 
expos6 01 the multitudinous false doctrines 
tauaht i n  the New Internalfonal Veralon. if 
theie were only a few Gars in thls infamous 
version, It would be too many. However, this 
partlcularverslon Is translated erroneously in 
enormous numbers of~lace?l lor  noaDDarent ~~ ~ 

reason at all. I t  Is the' version used almost 
excluslveiy by the "Crouroads" Movement. 
too, whlch partlaiiy accounts lor their doc- 
trlnal stance and conseauent error. 

The $3.50 vou send with Your order for 
each .'NIV packet" covers cost both of the 
material lnciosedand also the postage. Please 
address all such orders to CONTENDING .. - ~~~ 

FOR THE FAITH. Post Olflce Box 26247. 
Blrmlngham, ~ l a b a m a  35226. IYRJr.) 

Kerry D. Newland, Alma, Georgia: "I appre- 
ciate your work and 'Contending for the 
Faith' " - ... . 

Barbara Absher, North Wilkesboro, North 
Carolina: "Thank God for all the fine Chris- 
tians who work to put out this fine paper." 

John F. Reeves, Mena, Arkansas: ''You are 
doing a good job and I will see that these 
good sermons are passed along." 

Thechurch ofChrlst Studentcenter (Bible 
Chair) at San Anton o College. San Anton o . Texas. recent y woscrlbea 
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Gospel's Only Defense: An Informed Membership 
Michigan, inclosed five subscriptions, saying, 
"Ironically enough, there is a Catholic High 
School up here named 'Brother Rice'. Per- 
haps you should convert to 'Romanism' and 
apply tot directorship with said school. If 
YOU do. I want mv monw back! ... For what it 

As w e  have tr ied t o  impress upon  our  readers, about theon ly  defense the t ruth o f  
the gospel really has against t he  various w ~ n d s  01 doc t r ine  n o w  blowing wi th 
hurricane force throughout the  brotherhood is a n  in lo rmed membership. A n d  one 
o f  the  best ways  t o  keep members In fo rmed as to  what  truly is happening to us 
doc t r~na l l y  is t o  sign up as many as possible as readers of Contending lor the Farfh. ky be worth (m.aybe it's worth more than I 

think). I seem to be encounterlng brethren 
espousing various forms of 'liberalism'. 

"11 'Instrumental mus-c' IS tor the b.rds. 

for three years, added $20.Wextra, saying. "I 
pray that I will be able to have (some) to 
listen (to the tape) and understand the danger 
of Landon Smnden.  Please pray that good 
will come and will cause us to turn back to 
Christ's teaching and not men." 

Mn.  L. 0. Wlnnbakw. of Valdosta. ~ e 0 r -  

but ;lot for ~ o d  i ~ t .  4:2: Lev. 10:t-3; I cor. 
4:6). 

"2) James Bales' (el ai, sadly enough) 
'theory on Divorce/Remarriage' is pathetlc 
and an insult to the intelligence (nothing 
aaainst the man; he's a brother and I'm 

~~~~-~ - 

gia, renewed her own: i t i d  one more, sent 
four new: E m r l  L. Bmtley, o f  Stamps, 
Arkansas, renewed his own. sent one new, 
both for three years; Mn.  Delllah R. Mlnter. 
of Stamps, Arkansas, sent three new: Dommy 
0180, of Auburndale. Florida, renewed her 
own. sent one new: N h o n  Shlrley, of Day- 
ton, Tennessee, renewed his own, sent five 
new; Ruue l l  Dm*, of Kansas City, Kansas. 
sent one new: Plne Branch church of Chrlat, 
of Celina, Tennessee, senl six new; Mlke 
Feltner, of Dayton, Ohio, renewed his own. 
sent one new; John Pmpat, of Abilene. Texas. 
renewed two, sent one new, saying. "My wife 
(Janis) and I appreciate so very much the 
work you are doing, both with Contending 
for the Failh and overseas ... I t  seems that 
God desires that I remain in Abilene for a 
while longer! I do know that most of the 
faculty at ACU know who i am and what I 
look like. Perhaps I am to remain here in 
order that ACU and the Baker Heights 
congregation might be frequently reminded 
of what has transpired. I pray that some day, 
before it is too late, both groups will repent 
of their wicked deeds. I still have difficulty 
realizing that these brethren have WILFULLY 
and DELIBERATELY sinned in the matters 

piaying for him.). 
"3) 1 know little about 'Crossroadism' as 

I've been studvina other matters: from what 
I've perce~ved.'l'6very susplc ous about 01 

"4) Very few seem to be lnteresteo n truth 
I'M had to reth~nr' mv'stand'on ta~th several 
times-to be sure th& I wasn't the one who 
was wrong1 Very sad, very aemoralfzlng, very 
dlsconcenlng No, I'm not wrong Thereseem 
10 he few that 'reallv care ' Self rlahteous'7 .- -. . . ~ ~  ~ -~ - -  , -~ ~~ - ~ 

il've been indirecuv accused of ;his.) Not 
k a i l y .  lid never bedaved by my own iirtue. 
You'll find me'hiding behind Jesus' robes'at 
that last day saying something akin to 'I 
came in with Him? 

"In the midst of all this nonsense. I need a 
publication like'contending' to help convince 
me/reaffirm that I'm not 'spiritually nuts'-if 
you'll ponder the colloquilism ... God bless 
and thank you, my brbther." 

Loyd G. Cebor, of Tompkinsville. Ken- 
tucky, renewed hisown, sent five new: Conna 
Lee Blmlna, of Elizabethton. Tennessee. 
renewed her own for three years, sent one 
new; Don H. Noblln, of Greenvilie. Missis- 
sippi, renewed for three years, contributed 
$12.00; Vernle D. WhlbM,  of Mt. Juliet, 
Tennessee, sent 24 new; Don Eppnly. Of 
Springfield, Missouri, renewed his own, sent 
nine new, and ordered our "Crossroads 
PacketW:Rm Hlck*. of Piedmont, Oklahoma. 

liberal doctrlne in some 01 these areas that I 
am lam~llar wllh and have loved ones As you 
notlce. I have preachers and elders down on 
my I st hoplng to do my part in  helplng these 
peop e open theor eyes an0 see what we are 
up aga nst Somehow we have got to wake 
uo our oved ones and dear ones In as many ment~oned in Bert's book and In the events 

tnat have developed smce Prlde is a hldeous 
sin' The economlc dlttlcult~es I've suffered 
tnls year haveconvnced me that I am blessed 
to make money so that I can be used l o  
spread the gospel and help others whoare in 
need Please pray lor the tatthtul In Abl ene 
AISO orav for the unfa,thtul tnat they mav 

ateas as we can. I received the beautiful 
letter from brother Ira Rice last month as he 
labors so hard in Singapore. Wish there was 
more I could help him do. My prayers are 
with him as he works hard for the cause of 
Christ 

renewed two, sent eight new: Eugene Botz. 
of Ravenden, Arkansas, renewed his own, 
sent nine new, saying, "Keep up the fine job 
vou are doina. We back vou alwavs to keeo 

- . . . . -. . 
Larry D. Mathla. of Metairie, Louisiana. 

sent 1g new subscriptions; Verna D. Hand, o f  
Grand Prairie, Texas. sent one new: Format 
A. Rachela, of Greenfield. Tennessee, re- 
newed his own and sent two new; Floyd 
Stokes. of Georaetown. Tennessee, renewed 

repent Llvlng bere is no p,cnlcI I feel a 
rn ndred splrlt wtth Lot in  that onen my soul 1s 
vexed bv the thnnas haooennna n mv town- 

ihe ta~th as 6 o d  wants us lo  do Ira, send 
mea large bundle of CFTF I w II put them to 
noad use We ca* Turn back these false 

-- ~ ~ 7 7  

eip i i ia i ly  those things com&lted by those 
claiming to be'faithfd members of the Lord's 

-... ~ ~ -. ~ .-~ ~ ~~~~ -.. 
teachers and Dractices if we all work toaether 

for three year< senl one new. Halsey A. 
Jones of rlunt~ngton. West Vlrglnna. renewed 
hts own sent love new Mn .  2. D. Plcken of 

In love for ihe truth...". John ~ e h i n ,  of "--, 
D. N. Gora, of lrmo. South Carolina, sent 

two new subscr ptoons. Jo* Spang1.r. of Tru- 
man". Arkansas, renewed two, Sent twonew. 

Junctlon Clty. Oregon renewed hls own 
sent twonew.Mn EstllE. Mos*r, 01 Stephen- 
v lle Texas. sent 12 rew Mn.  AI~haM*ttord Bastrop; Louisiana, renewed her own, sent 

17 new, saying that she had sent the sample 
copies we sent to the building where they 
weredistributed, resulting in thecesubscrip- 
lions; Cathy Shemwell, of Newalla, Okla- 
homa, renewed for another year, adding 
$15.00 onto her check. saying. "I am so 
thankful toGod that therearestill brethren ... 
who will stand for the truth. With so many 
false teachers, yes, even some who are 
suooosed to know and I think do know the 

Someone. Somewhere In Alabama, sent SIX 
new, ordered I00  copies eacn 01 two Cross- 
roads' Issue otus two sets of our Crossroads 

of  randv view, Texas, sent three hew: Gordon 
Cordar, of Lunwck. Texas renewed hls own 
sent one new: George Wladom, of Mober y 
Mlssourl. renewed has own. Sent one new %cket." saying, not to publish his identity; 

G n l n  G. Corldl, of the Lower Paw Paw 
church of Christ, of Lower Salem, Ohio, sent 
16 new subscriotions, sayina, "The brethren 

Ma. D m  M. Culrsnon, of Lemon Grove, 
California, renewed her own, sent nine new: 
J a m r  L. Batton, of New Martlnsvllle, West 
Virginia, sent one new; Cllnon Harrls, of 
Nowata. Oklahoma, renewed four; Johnnle 
Hutchlnwon, of Bridgeport. Texas, renewed 
his own, sent 11 new; Raymond Bryant, of 
Citrus Heights, California, renewed his own, 
sent nine new; Samuel K. Mhell, renewed 
two; Mn.  Clarlce Huddlnton, of Seminole, 
Oklahoma. renewed three: H e n n  C. Co la  

here are qulte sound in the ialth and Plan to 
stay lust that way I am In hopes that by 
thew recelvlna Contendlno for the F a ~ l h  they 

tr"th, but hare let the Derll come In and 
change them, we certainly need all the ones 
Ilk8 vou who do not back down. but stand 

will be well &formed of hatters which will 
cause them to 'contend earnestly for the 
faith which was once delivere d'... l want to 
thank vou for the work that vou are doing 

,~~ 
firmlv for the truth ... 1 eniovsovery much the 
Coniend~ng lor the Faith publ~cation and 
pray that God WIII grant you conllnued health 
for manv more vears that we mav stav 

w ~ t h  the paper Contending lor.the Falth I am 
sure you take a considerable amount of 
rldncule lor exooslna the error that IS about 

man. 01 Crossett. Arransas, renewkd h ~ s  own. 
sent 15 new. Stephen Wlgglns, of McDougal. 
Arxansas renewed hls own lor three vears informedon all the error that is beingjaught 

~ ~ ~ 7~~ "~ ~ ~ 

and twina to aain a foothold in  the Lord's 
in our schools of learning ... Wish-I coGld 
Send more. Use the remainder for whatever 
will helo." 

church Pieasedo not let it discourage you 
as I'm sure 11 won't, but many t~mes 11 1s good 
111~1 In snow that there are others On the sede 

~ ~-~ ..,.- 
senjten new: Rod Rutherlord. of Knoxville. 
Tennessee, sent four new' Brock M. HNI; 
wlgaen. of Lockport. New York, sent two 
new, saying, "I currently subscribe to your 
oubl~calion and aooreciate i t  I onen flnd it 

~ u b r &  D. Vann. Mulberry. Florida, sent 
five new subscriptions, indicating that many 
brethren and sisters in  his area 'qust aren't 
interested in what goes on in the brother- 
hood;  Mr. h Mn.  L. M. school, of Kaufman, 
Texas, renewed their own, sent in one new: 
Leonard Daye, olTitusville. Florida, renewed 

,-.~ ~ . .  ~ ~~~.~ ~ ~ .~ .~ 
of truth iust as vou are. Mav God bless You in 
your affbrts and service." . 

Jlmmle J o n r ,  of Fort Gibson. Oklahoma. 
r a n w d  trnlr-ne tor three vears: A. J. 

? -  ~~~ ~ 
- ~~ 

inlerestina. disturbing and inforialive...": 
Wayne P ike .  of   ail ow. Oklahoma, sent 
tnree new Darrell Hanwn, of Stephen~~lle. 
Texas renewed his own lor three veare 

, ~ ~~~ ~~ 

Meredlih, of Hazlehunt. Mississippi, sent 11 
new; Church of Christ, Miami. Oklahoma, 
sent seven; H. W. Lowe. Jr.. of Detroit. 

~ - ~ - ~ ~~ ~ ~ 

renewed three others for three years, and 
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one for one year, adding $60.00 onto his him. August 29, at Houston, Texas. Next in Memphis, at midnight, September 23. By 
check to use "where needed to contend for morning, he and I spoke at Highland/Bay the following Lord's Day. Eddy and I were in 
the faith"; Ferrls Beaumont, of Daytona Town, Texas, where Dave Collier preaches; Pensacola. Florida..where both of us spoke 
Beach. Florida, renewed three, sent one new; then that evening at Shiloh/Conroe, Texas, to the Bellvlew congregation. That week. 
Jean Fabsr, of Woodsfield, Ohio, renewed where Mark K. Lewis is the minister. while Ray Peters conveyed Eddy to his 
one, sent one new; Delodse Harrls, of Garden Early that week, he and I spoke to the appointments at Airport RoadNaldosta, Geor- 
City, Michigan, Sent eight new;RuudlDsvls, Memphis School 01 Preaching, in Memphis, gia: EasrsidelChattanooga and Red Bank, 
of Kansas City. Kansas, renewed his own, Tennessee (Curtls Cater, Director) before Tennessee. I was plowing through office 
Sent two new; W. Sherdll LlHle, Of Wh i te  heading on over to Greenbrier, Tennessee, work again in Memphis. Brother Ee also 
house, Texas, renewed his Own, Sent five to appear on theRobertson County Lecture- spoke lo the Chattanooga Area Preaches' 
new; Jesse Condra, of Rogerrville, Tennes- ship. Luncheon that Monday noon. 
see, renewed his own. Sent four new; Dsvld No sooner was that over than it was time Picking up Eddy at the home of Ken Wlllir, 
Myan, of Hlnesville, Georgia, renewed his for us to start for the Firm Foundation Lec- in Chattanooga. Wednesday afternoon, Octo- 
own. sent two new; Gertrude W. Bmy, of tureship at Seagoville, Texas, where Andrew ber7, he and I both appeared before theEast 
Ypsilanti. Michigan, renewed two, sent four M.Connally andThomas B.Warren nlinister. Side church in Cleveland, Tennessee that 
new: Opal Monlgomeq, of Halstead. Kansas. Before that could finish, I headed on down night. 
renewed five, sent five new. to Palacios, Texas, (Shan Jackson, preacher) Right now [October 11-14) 1 am in a gospel 

Among those who have subscribed for six fora Gospel meeting September 13-16. While meeting with W. R. (Bill) Craig in Lucedale, 
years each, not previously reported, arePaul Bill Cline shepherded brother Ee to his Mississippi. Brother Ee spoke to the com- 
T. Kldwell, Jr., of Huntsville. Alabama; Robert appointments at Cenfral/Ardmore. Okla- bined classes at the 10 o'clock hour, on 
I.. Oglerby, of Madironville, Kentucky; W. H. homa; Eastside/lndependence, Missouri; Lord's Day morning, being introduced by 
Brsgg, of Bonifay, Florida; Fred Hours, of Olathe, Kansas: and West Plains, Missouri one of the elders. Mac Gill. who knew Eddy 
Parsons. Tennessee: Mr. & Mn. Charles over the next 10 or 11 days, I returned to personally years ago while working in Singa- 
Relsnn, of Jerseyville, Illinois: JamesMetIen- Memphis for more "catching up." pore and Southeast Asia. 
brlnk, of APO, New York; and James Harvey, Brother Cline delivered Eddy back to me, From here. he has other appointments 
of Rush Springs. Oklahoma, subscribed for 
ten years. 

NEW CONGREGATION IN SAVAI'I 
Jimmie B. Hill 

As a res I I of rhe ranlo program 13 so.lns 
wcrc bapt Zen and a new congreqallon 01 tnr 
-om'< peop c was beg in Brolner So I S  radlo 
~ r o n r a m  s neara lwtcr ween v n oorh 
American and Western Samoa 

D orlngA.tg.1~1 oneof -.laao'slessonswas 
TncCn.lrch of thc B b e Jpon nearlng th s 
csson, a groLp of people n Saval I (an s ann 
n Weslcrn Samoa,, ca nnlnemselucss~molv 

"The Church:' wrote broiher Soli and asked 
n m 1ocomeandcxpotnn .lnlotnem tnrway 
of God more perleclly Brolners Crookshans 
an" So soenl a weel lnere an" lne cnLrcn ~ - -~ -7 ~ ~ 

~~~ ~ 

was started. ~ m o n a  those baotired were two 
hinh chiefs and one Baptist dreacher 

Tnese o . r  new brelhren neen m lch 
enco lragemenlannourprayers Already trlps 
nave becn manc lann w oe con1 n ~ c d l  lo  
strengthen these'brethren so that one day 
thcy i o o  may orang olhers to rne Lorn 

As wc make 0 i r  reg~ la r  lrlps "lo Weelern 
Samoa. we olan l o  u s t ann encourane lnesr 
brethren. p;ay for us. 

- 
THE ALL-SAMOA WORKSHOP 

Afterseveral monthsof planning, theactual 
work involved in putting together the All- 
Samoa Worhshoo has benun. 

b his workshop will be h h d  twiceayear. On 
the island of Tutuila in American Samoa in 
the month of December, and on the island of 
'Upolu in Western Samoa in June. 

Becauseof thework scheduleoftheSamoan 
brethren and thecost involved in travelling to 
theother islandsof theSouth Pacific Chrisfian 
Workshop. this workshop was designed with 
those brethren in mind. ~ ~~~ ~ ~~~ - 

The workshop will enable the Samoan 
brethren Lo feel closer to one another and 
make them realize that they do not stand 
a ime in Samoa. We think many great things 
will result from this workshop and we solicit 
your prayers for this effort. 

-Post Office Box 3024 
Pago Pago. American Samoa 96799 

EDITOR'S SCHEDULE 
At the request of several of our readers. 

when I lhink of it. I shall try to keep folks 
informed of where I have spoken recently 
and I'll shnrtlv be. -~ - ~. 

After returning from overseas in June. I 
was blessed to preach In a gospel meetlng 
with the church at Westmoreland. Tennes- 
see, July 26-30. Joe W. Taylor preaches 
there. I was so far behind with other work 
that August largely was devoted to "catching 
up." 

With Eddy Ee flying in lor 2'/> months of 
fund-raising for the Jurong Building Exten- 
sion Project, in Singapore. I flew to meet 

JOSHUA - 
"Conquest By Faith" 

One of these years we aregoing t o  be able, the L o r d  willing, t o  look over a set of volumes 
gracing our library shelves and f ind a volume o n  every book of both the Old and  N e w  
Testomenls. i doubt that such o work would hove been produced w ts i de  of lectureships 
like this one. Mplans go according t o  schedule, the N e w  Testament will be completed in 
1989, and  already several volumes hove been produced on  the Old Testament, such as 
Genesis, Exodus, Jeremiah, the Prophets, ond  with this one. Joshua. There is absoluetly n o  
way to eslimate the amount of good that such will accomplish for the Master's work! Our  
children, our grandchildren, yen, generations l o  come will be able l o  feast spiritually upon 
w h a t  we are doing today. Goebel Music 

Commentary 
With Lectures 

If you halie already started a llbrory of lectureship books, you need to add  this one to the 
shelf, o r  if you have never purchased a lectureship book before, let this book be thefirst. 
560 P a p s !  . Homilerirat . Includes 5 2  Manurcripr5 - Verse-by-Verse Cornmenracy on rhe 2 4  Chapters of Joshua 

Wrircm h~ 27 Gospel Preachers . 28 Full Lenph Lerrurer (Sermons) 
Exeyecir.al Only S13.95 plus S1.50porrage 
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both at Slidell and New Orleans, Louisiana, 
while I have a meeting with the Bellview 
elders, in Pensacola. Thursday night. 

Thls coming week. I'll be back in Memphis, 
dividing time between attending thespiritual 
SwordLectureship and trying to finish setting 
up brother Ee's appointment schedule. so he 
can start back for Singapore. Lord willing, 
the middle of November. From Memphis, we 
already know that Ted Lingren, of Hender- 
son. Tennessee, isarranging several of those 
appointments. 

November 8-12, of course, I plan to bewith 
Dub McClish and the Sixlh Annual Denlon 
Lectures, where I speak, as I recall, on 
Monday. 

Later that same week. Eddy and I fly to the 
West Coast to be with Archie Luper, John 
Prophet and others re: brother Ee's final 
appointments before he flies on back to 
Singapore, Lord willing. November 16. 

Returning then to Memphis, it will be a 
"count down" situation for me then until 
Vada and I joi,n some 20 or so others on the 
West Coast the evenlng of November 29. 
headed for the Philippines and the Manila 

on the subject of "Crossroadism" in an area- 
wide meeting in San Franc~sco. Later that 
month 1 go next to Duluth, Minnesota, for yet 
another gospel meeting, dates for which still 

nameinconfidence) ordered 100copieseach 
o f  two separate "Crossroads" issues as well 
as two setsofour"Crossroads Packer, to try 
to alert the large congregation where he 
attends to the dire danger they are now are being worked out. - 

On into 1988. 1'11 be speaking on the West 
Coast Lectures, at San Lorenro, California: 
on the Memphis School of Preaching Lec- 
tures, at Memphis, Tennessee; and on the 
So~thwesf Lectures. in Austin, Texas. Numer- 
ous other speaking appointments and gospel 
meetings are being arranged. for whichI'l l 
have to advise my schedule at a later date- 
Ira Y. Rice. Jr., Editor. 

Mary G. McPeters, of Lawrenceburg, Ten- 
nessee, subscribed, saying. "I received a 
copy of your publication. Contending for the 
Faith, when you spoke at the Pulaski Street 
Church lectureship. I found it most informative 
(we need to be made aware of what is 
happening in the brotherhood) and interest- 
ing. Please enter my subscription for one 
\,-", .s 

facing. 
BlllvGammel, of Crossett, Arkansas, turned 

in a sbbscription for someone else. 
When one church canceled its bundle 

subscri~t ion IorConfendino IorfheFaith, the 
s~,r r tual  Sword. and the Fi;m Foundatron In 
ower to Lse all ava able rnon1t.s to pay for a 
new recreational building, at least one 
rnrmaer of that c h ~ r c n  *rote savlna. Carl- 

. . 
rine, if only 6 m e "  

Charles W. Burr. of Fordland. Missouri. in 
subscribing for someone else, wrote, saying, 
"I think it is the best paper." 

Fred 8 Garnet McNeal, of Patriot, Ohio. 
subscribed, savina, "We found thisone in the 
bac* pew of aniIhrr congregat on av ng 
with a grodp of otner pamph ets We ue rrau 
over th s one lwo or tnree tlmes I t  WOJ d or 

,.-, 
Freddie Claylon, o f  _eoanon. Tennessee. 

renewed, say ng Hopef~ t l y  betorr long we 
w I oe ab a to do more tnen ~ s l  sdbscrobeto 

areat of everv~hrlstlan would readconfendrnq 
Tor the Failh." 

David Dod, of Wichita. Kansas, subscribed 
lor three years, saying. "I know it will be a 
areat asset in many ways and I am really 

Lectures, slated for dicember 1-4. 
From Manila, next, all of us will continue 

on to Sinoaoore where most of us will aooear 

your prnodical We derlv; much needed 
information from it. Some would prefer 
ignorance but notice iCs only concerning 
those thinas of a sotritual nature. No one on the $d Annual Asian Blble ~ecl"res. iooking forward to receiving it ..." 

Mr. 8 Mrs. W. J. Lewis, of Grants Pass, 
Oregon, in subscribing, also ordered our 
"Crossroads Packet", saying. "We are most 
impressed with Contending for the Faith and 
wish it could be in the home of every 

December 6-10, 
After approximately one week of taking 

care of business matters having to do with 
the property at 131 Moulmein Road as well 

w o ~  d thin; of lo owlng sdcn a coLrse o f  
reason in anytn,ng else W IL ignorance 1s a 
crylng shame 0.1 common of the r n ~ l t ~ t ~ d c s  
IMatthew 7 13. 141 Kreorxoos nurhosewno 

as at Pungioi Point, Vada and I then head 
back lor Tawan. where I am to preach in fivt, 
successive 3-to-5 day oosDei meetinos, back 

iead astray from the strait and nairow." 
Tom Adams. Grove. Oklahoma: "I appre- 

ciate your stand for the truth and feel that 
VOUr efforts are heloina to stem the tide of 

Christian." 
J. Hodorowski. of Rolla. Missouri. renewed 

for another year, saying, ''L appreciated your 
April issues0 much ... l appreciate yourstand 

to back. in Hualien, ~a i i ung .  Taipei. ~z i chung  
and perhaps one other city. 

On January 16. Lord willing. the leadership 
of the black churches in the Northern Cali- 

iibera!ism in many places. Keep up the good 
work fdr the truth. It saddens me to see the 

departuresfrom thetruth. We must bevigllanl 
to keep the faith strong and true." 

. . - . . . . 
One esteemed brother, who wrote "not 

intended for publication" (so we'll hold his !ornla area have asked me to be their speaker 

~ I u r i h n  L$ttluuI of yrenr t l ing  
1807 South Florida Avenue 
p k e l a n b ,  719jluribn 33803 

813-683-4043 

THIRTEENTH ANNUAL LECTURESHIP 
THEME: 

"Abounding In The Work Of The Lord" 
MONDAY, JANUARY 18 

9:OO "Abounding In Patience" 
Chris Steele 

9:45 "In This Grace Also" 

1130 Lunch 
1.30 "Abounding In Boldness" 

Wayne Coats 
230 "Abounding In Mission Efforts" 

Andrew Connally 
330 Forum: 

"Problems Of A Growing Church" 
Flavil Nichols 

7:M) Congregational Singing 
7:45 "The Work Of The Lord--What Is It?' 

Johnny Ramsey 

330 Forum: 
"Problems Of A Growina Church" 
Flavil Nichols 

7:00 Congregational Singing 
7:45 ''Being Steadfast-Unmovable" 

W. S. Cline 
V. P. Black 

10:45 "Abounding In Worshlp In Song" 
W. D. Jeffcoat 

11:30 Lunch 
130 "Abounding In Love For Others" 

THURSDAY. JANUARY 21 
9:00 "Abounding As Peace Makers" 

Earl Godwin 
9:45 "Things That Hinder Church Growth" 

Kenneth Jones 
220 "Difficulties In Beginning A New Work" 

Terrv Wheeler Glen Burgess 
10:45 "Abounding In Christian Graces' 

Winfred Clark 
330  ~ o r i m .  

Problems Of A Growing Church" 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20 

9:00 "Paul A Worker For The Lord" 
Flavil Nichols 

7:00 Congregational Singing 
7:45 "The Abounding Principle" 

Andrew Connally 

11:30 Lunch 
130 "Abounding In Hope" 

WayPe Coats 
230 "Growth In Evangelism" 

Jimmie C. Steele 
330 Forum: 

Problems Of A Growina Church' 

~ ~- 

Roben Brook; 
9:45 "In This Grace Also" 

V. P. Black 
10:dS "Abounding In Fruits Of Spir ir  

Winfred Clark 
11:30 Lunch 
1:30"Aboundino lniouitv" 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 19 
9:00 "Abounding In Hospitality" 

Gene Burgett 
9:45 "In This Grace Also" 

V. P. Black 
10:45 "Abounding In Faith 8 Knowledge" 

I eslie Bland 

Andrew ~ G n a l i y  ' 
230 "Abounding Grace" 

Georoe D ~ H o f f  
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THE NEW McLOUD MESSENGER 
Carl G. Hocker 

We are pleased to send the new McLoud 
Messenger to anyone who would like to 
receive it and without cost. Of course, our 
mailing list begins with the members of this 
congregation. 

We havebeen receiving similar publications 
from our sister congregations. We always 
enjoy and appreciate them. Now we recip- 
rocate with pleasure. We ask you to please 
check our new mailino address and to make 
any necessary changes n y o ~ r  records 

OJI new mail ng addressof THE Mc-OUD 
MESSEhGER ,s now Box 508. McLoud. OK ~~~. ~ - - ~ - . ~  ~ 

74851. The editor. C ~ G .  Hecker. has the 
Same persona address Please correct yoLr 
ma ng st t YOJ are send ng ds a bl..letln. 

A BRIEF EXPLANATION . ~ 

Due to health problems.Carl G. 6 Wllladean 
Hecker moved near to McLoud in July 1986. 
We are gad  now to report that ~ l l l a$ean  s 
m ~ c h  mprovrd Brotner necrer had l a ~ g n !  
foreqhl  years n the OK-AHOMACO-LEG€ 
OF THE B BLE A h 0  SCHOOL OF PREACh- 
ING. Hewasabletocontinuethis relationship 
through the 1986-1987 sessions. 

Then W. R. 6 Sarah Cralg received an 
onvitation to return to near where thev had 
begun local work more than 50 yeari  ago! 
When the Craigs decided to move to Luce- 
dale, Mississippi last February, it was an- 
nounced that the school would be closed. 

lowever, after several months, and at tne 
Lrglng ut tne l a c ~ l t y  and many 0' Ine ex- 
SlJdentS tne e oers ot rne M c L u ~ d  chLrcn 
declded to contlnue thls good and much 
needed work In Apr~l,  the Heckers moved 
Into McLoud. accepting the lnvltatlon to 
oreach for the McLaud church 

The elders are now announcing thelr new 
plans for the Fall semester 

THE THIRD ANNUAL 
UPPER OHIO VALLEY LECTURESHIP 
Great Themes uf tne B b e '  w I be tne 

seneral theme of the Third Annual Upper 
ohlo Valley Lectureshlp, November 17-20. 
1987, sponsored by the Lovers Lane Church 
o l  Christ, 560 Lovers Lane,Steubenville, Ohio 
43952 

Anlongthespearers sledareGary Colley. 
Andrew Connally. Roy Deaver. Garland El- 
klnl. Gilbcrt Gouah. Frank Hlckenbotham. J. 

lor, Terry Verner an0 Thomas 6. Warren 
TOP cs w I nc Joe G o o  ~ l n c  Guoneaol 

Thewuro WnoBecame F esn. "Man-Boov ~ ~~- ~ 

soul and ~~irif,""~reation;""lnspiration of 
the Bible," "The Love and Grace of God." 
"Salvation from Sin." Authority and the 
'Silence of the Rible'.""Miracles,""The Cruci- 
f x u n u l C ~ r  st ' TreRes~rrecl~unulChrlsr " 

Prayer " TneLoveol Man fur God " Knuwl- 
edae ano Fa i n  ' Love of Man tor Nenohbor -~ ~ ~ 

and Self," "~hr is t ian Living:' "The power o! 
the Gospel." "The Will of God-Be Faithful, 
"Proving all Things,'' "Death and Hades." 
"Man-Resurrection and Judgment." "Hell." 
and "Heaven." 

Tommy Ware of Morgan Clty LoL~S ara. 
renewed hrs s~bsc r  pt.on tor another tnree 
vears even before we sent nlm a renewa 
;lorfce say ng Tnat way I cant forget The 
paper is too mportan* to mlss one lssLe I 
don t want Satan to Jse gnorance tor h s 
entrance nto OJI corlgregat on I thank God 
tor Contendrng lor the Fa,m W l t n o ~ l  It 11 
woo Id he nardar to  ael tnls k nd of informa- 

~ ~- 

tion. God be with ~ ~ ; ~ a l l  invour work." 
The New York dvenue c h k h  ofCh1lst. of 

Oak R~oge. Tennessee. orderec 25 copiesof 
o~r"Crorsroada/Bostor" i s s ~ e  for Uavl1987. - . ~ -  - - -  ~~ ~ 

i&dS.Parker, of San Anton~o. Texas,jrdered 
tnree extra coples 01 tnls same lssLe Ulnnle 
Lee Medlev of Palmeno. Fnortoa, ordered 12 ---, - ~ ~ ~. 
; i i~es  ..to pass to tnose people who want to 
*nowwhat Crossroadsteach."say~ng."brotn- 
er Eod,e Wh~nen explains 11 troroughly 

John A. Carter, of Mayfield. Kentucky. 
continued his order for 25 copies each issue 
for another year, adding an "extra" $90.00 
onto his check for our conlending-for-the- 
faith fund. 

A.Albert Reeves, evangelist forthe church 
at Stilwell, Oklahoma, ordered 25 copies of 
our May/1987 issue with the article on THE 
DlSClPLlNG MINISTRY, CrossroadslBoston. 
saying, "I read the article in your paper by 
brother Eddle Whlnen with great interest." 

TomI.aW,Farmington. Missouri.in renew- 
ing lor  another three years, wrote, "I enjoy 
this bulletin very much and thank God for 
people like you that stand for the truth." 

Doug Brauell, of Franklin, Kentucky, sent 
in a subscription lor  someone else. 

WIIIIam M. Smart, of Smithville. Ontario. 
Canada, ordered 25 copies of our May/1987 
issueon BostonlCrossroads. BrodleCrouch, 
of Taylor, Arkansas, aisoordered 25copiesof 
that same issue. 

FIRST ANNUAL "KNOW YOUR BIBLE" 
LECTURESHIP SLATED FOR 1988 

Roger Jacksan 
Plans continue to move at a very good 

pace for the first annual "KNOW YOUR 
BIBLE" l ec t~ r r sh  p The speakers all have 
been con1 rmed and I only remains that we 
ass an rne garfoLs l o ~ f c s  whfcn w It be taken 
f r o6 lhe  questions we have received on the 
television program over the past 15 years 
The speakers from outside the area and 
program are: John Harris. Franklin Camp, 
Jlmmy Clerk, Robert Taylor, Garland Elkins, 
James Thompson, Joe Gilmore, Goebel 
Muelc. Wllliam S. Cline, Ron Laughcry, Hugo 
McCord and George DeHoff. 

The speakers who are from the local area 
and who participate regularly in the program 

as panel~sts are Charles Crump. Alton 
Hayes, James Rogers. Eddle Whitron, Roy 
WttII.ms. Clvde Rev. Ronnv Johnson Aubrru . . - . . . . . , . . - -. -, 
Prerlrldge, ~ a y n e ~ ~ u n a w a v .  James Watson 
and Mariy Glenn. 

The men who will make up the panelists 
for the open forum to be conducted each 
evening at 8:30 (app.) wili be: DeWayne 
Splvey, Mltchell Covington, Joey Gallord, 
Jlmmy Kennedy, Elberl Lewls, Gordon 
Smith, Sorrell Wesson, Barry Cunnlngham 
and theevenlng speakers. 

The first annual "KNOW YOUR BIBLE" 
lectureship will be conducted August 7-11, 
1988 at the Anniston City Auditorium. A 
book 01 the lectures will be orinted and 
anallah e before the lectureshopbpens t sa  
Cooperative eltort of some 25 congregat ons 
who Darl~clDate n the oroaram bv fonanc,allv 
SuPPortlnq 11 and provld&a 1he'servlce;df 
theor preachers as panellst5 Twelve of lhose 
congregations WI, be called Lpon to sponsor 
one swa*er, a l t qo~ah  a1 of tnrm nave 
volunteered to do so - . 

The lectureship program will consist of 
three speeches in the morning and three in 
the afternoon. In the evening services there 
wili be one speech and an open forum to 
follow. It is hoped that the denominational 
people of the area can be persuaded to 
attend thissession, as well as the others, and 
to ask questions. We have Dlanned an exten- 
sive advertising campaign which includes 
them. A program for the ladies is being 
planned, but currentlv is incomolete. 

VILLANOVA, Pa.-John R. Hall, 45, a 
vice president lo r  the Counci l  fo r -  
vancement and  Suppor t  u l  Educa 
(CASE) in Washington, D.C., has b 
named sixth president o f  Northeaste 
Christian Junior  College, which was 

,. fective Aug. 18. 
Hall's appointment was announced I 

19 by  Hyde S. Harper Jr., chairman of t h  
board of trustees and president si 
Nov. 15, 1986. Harper served as an 
off icio member of the search c o n ~ m i t  
cornposed of trustees and chaired 
Richard E. Smith o f  Falls Church. Va. 

A native o f  Henderson, Tenn., Hal l  has 
degrees f rom Morehead State University' 
and Freed-Hardeman College. He also at: 
tended Harding University and George 
Peabody College for Teachers and is a : 
candidate lo r  a doctorate at the Unjver: .. 
si ly of Mississippi. 

Hall has sewed as a vice president for 
' 

CASE since 1980. CASE is a professional ., . 
..,.. " L  i', : , i d * ,  . .  o . i b ; l . : r .  

-..lmN.P..*AL&iii ,;. 5 :: < 
educational associat~on w i th  nearly 2,800 , . . .  ' .  ,a*+ :  
institutional members that offer$ .pro- . . . , . . . . . . C . I  . .c:~_... s F  

grams o f  professional development and W ~ . o d b r i d g e , ' ' Y $ ~ ~ C ~ ~ $ p t <  ristsrnkd 
acts as a publ ic affairs arm for  U.5. edu: .1980 and was appointedip&;":dt~t$ 
cation in the areas o f  fund  raisins, a lumni  conareaarion -in 1985 Sre nOo'pi&bid 
a d t r ~ ~ n ~ \ l r a t ~ o n ,  ( ~ t l b l ~ c  r~- lat~ons'and gov- lor i;rn&egat~ons i n  h lo roh tsd  Ky.. W l s  
e r r ~ m t * ~ r t  relat~ona. Hal l ' \  r(.\ponrib~lities .lnd l awrt.nrt.burg, T e n n i  . . ,  . 
~ncludt.d alurr ln~ adrr~,n~Yr.nl~un. two-year HIS wi l t *  i\ the former Frrdd Skelton of 
collejies and  n~anagt~ t rwnt  i r~ lo rmat ion  H o h e n u a l d .  I rnn. They have  t h ree  
s )  \161111. daughters, At~ssa, 17. Anna, 13. and An- 

Ha l l  has \c,rved a l  ~ ~ ~ i n i s t e r  of t h e  d ! ~ ,  7. Gospel A m a e  
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Just Released Just Released Just Released 

A Critique of the Multiplying Ministries 
of The Boston Church of Christ 

by Jackie M. Stearsman 
Associate Director 

Florida School of Preaching 
1807 South Florida Avenue 

Lakeland, Florida 33803 

A paperback edition with: 
F Extensive Documentation(more than 70 references to primary sources) 

F All references to written documentation certified by Notary Public t o  
be true and correct copy of the originals 

F More than two dozen major doctrinal errors of h e  Multiplying 
Ministries of the Boston Church of Christ are identified 

F More than 100 questions and suggestions designed for private o r  class 
study and discussion 

F "A Critical Review of The Masfer Plan of E1fongeli.sm" with 
documentation tying it t o  the Boston Movement 

F References to Denominational sources showing the basic philosophy 
and foundation of the Boston Movement 

iF Extensive Table of Contents making cross reference and subject 
matter easily located 

Stated Objective (from the Preface): 
"I will show that the kind of tactics used by the Boston Movement in promoting their cause is divisive and false, and in n o  

way may it be harmonized with the teaching of the Bible. I will d o  s o  by: 
A. Providing the readers with the documentation of the innermost workings of the Movement from the best sources 

known t o  this writer. 
B. Then, from that documentation, show that the organization (affectionately referred t o  a s  "Dynamic Multiplying 

Ministries'? may not be justified Biblically." 

This Critique is needed: 
I. It is needed by Individuals and Congregations in order that they might know, from the publications of the Movement, 

its devious doctrines and goals. 

2. I t  is needed in the Mission Fields, for the Movement is worldwide in its thrust. 

3. I t  is needed by Cities"targeted"by the Movement for infiltration and saturation, to alert uninformed and misinformed 
brethren t o  its objectives and errors. 

4. I t  is needed by individuals who are not members of the churches of Christ in order that they might know that the 
Multiplying Ministries of the Boston Church of Christ are not the same a s  the ehurches of Christ authorized by the 
Bible. 

35 Please Send $8 .= Per Copy With Order 
(Including Porrogp Br Handling) 

CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH 
2956 Allshore, Memphis, Tennessee 38118 
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Earl Trimble, of the Northside church of 
Christ, of El ~ a i o ,  Texas, writes: "We are 
grateful for you and your worlhy work. We 
trust the Contending lor the Faith publication 
will be able to continue its valuable service in 
helping to keep the brotherhood informed as 
to what is taking place around the world." 

Charles Taylor. writing from Box 5157, 
APO 09633. in March, said: "I have enioyed 
your arlicles in Contending lor the Faith for 
many y e a r s 1  just wanted you to know thal 
the same thing you have written about so 
much is happening right here in the Lord's 
church in Germany. We are an American 
military congregation and our preacher. 
Ralph Beaty, (or he calls himself that) is 
doing exactly what you have been wr~ting 
oh-,,, -"-"<. 

"First of all, he let a family from the First 
Christian Church come in here and start 
teaching and.waiting on the Lord's table. He 
has led singing and even been appointed as 
the assistant treasurer. 

''In spite of all I have sald and done. he is 
not stopped. I am considering leaving this 
'church' and worshipping in our home. 

''On top of all that. Ralph had Marvin 
Phillips speak here one Sunday night when 
he and hls bunch were on their way to Africa. 
When I told Ralph that he was a false teacher, 
Ralph said. 'You don't have any proof of 
that 'when I showed proof. I was treated like 

ed you to keep up the work and 
i a t  you do. We all need to be 

"The church that I am talking about is 
located at Loreiering 23, Wiesbaden. Ger- 
many." 

(NOTE: How right brother Taylor Is! We 
ALL need to be Informed! With a large 
segment of the brotherhood evidently trying 
to TAKE over thechurches a1 Christ by what 
is known as the "Crossroads Movement" 
(now more generally known as the Cross- 
roadslBOSTON Movement), and with anoth- 
er large segment seemingly determined to 
GIVE i t  over to the Christian Church, those 
of us who still are CONTENDING FOR THE 
FAITH as It was once delivered unto the 
saints appear l o  be caught in  the middle. 

About the only defense the truth of the 
gospel really has against these forces of 
error isan INFORMED MEMBERSHIP. It was 
for this cause that this paper-Conlendlng 
lo r  the Falfh-was begun in the first place. 
However, It is only to lhe extent that Confend- 
ing lo r  the Falfh can be circulated and read 
that it can be ettective in  its purpose. 

Beginning the first of this year, we have 
been sending sample bundles, of Contending 
lor  the Falfh particularly to those who have 
demonslrated more than usual Interest, invit- 
ing everyone to use the back issues we send 
to introduce Confendlng lo r  the Falfh where 
they attend-pariicularly to faithful Chris- 
tians-signing up  all you can as NEW SUB- 
SCRIBERS. 

If, in  fact, you already have received one of 
these bundles aad have been helping in this 
way. please ignore t h ~ r  note. However, il not, 
i f  you would like to help on this, please let us 

[NOTE: As the o l d  year i s  w ind ing  down, whereas the 
general support  o f  our missionary efforts in a n d  to r  the  Far 
East cont inues t o  lag approximately four  months  behind, 
such  cannot  b e  said o t  our  Bibles for  China a n d  Asia work! 

When we saw that this f und  h a d  g rown  t o  more  than 
$54,000, I telephoned t o  brother Archle W. Luper, who 
or lg inafed the  Bibles for  China fund, back  in 1979, asking i f  
i t  wou ld  be  al l  r ight  w i t h  him t o  enlarge the  purv iew o f  this 
f und  l o  inc lude  other  Asian countr ies and  languages, in 
addi t ion t o  China, as well. H e  thought  this was a wonderful 
idea-especially in view o f  the main land China government 
s tanding l ike a stone watt against ou r  bringing Bibles i n t o  
their country. 

When I fur ther  introduced this idea lo our elders at 
BellvlewlPensacola, they l i ked  it, too. And, inasmuch as Pat  
McGee h a d  had  t o  make an  unscheduled emergency t r ip  
back t o  Jakarta and  was approximately $10,000 short  of 
what was needed f o r  h is  projected Bibles f o r  Indonesia 
printing, at h is  request t ha l  amount  was forwarded t o  h i m  
t h a l  this desperately needed pr in t ing  migh t  n o t  be  hindered. 

Ins lead of our readers contr ibut ing just t o  Bibles for  
China, hereafter, please remember this fund w i l l  b e  known  
as Bibles f o r  China a n d  Asia henceforward. We d o  no t  mean 
b y  this, o f  course, that w e a r e  g iv ing up o n  Bibles l o r  China. 
As  workers make themselves available t o  t ry  gel l ing Bibles 
i n t o  China, natural ly we shal l  cont inue t o  make Chinese 

know and we'll gladly send you a bundle, 
100-FREE OF CHARGE-together with sub- 
scriptlon coupons for use in signing up NEW 
READERS WHERE YOU ARE. 

I f  we all work together on  this and In other 
ways, a large part of the present apostasy 
sI1I can be turned back around. IYRJr.) 

Loretta McLellan, of Purcell, Oklahoma, in 
sending payment lor a copy of our Bound 
Volume XVll (1986) o l  Contending lor the 
Faith ($7.00) added,?" "extra" $43.00 onto 
her check, saying. Please use balance of 
check for anything lhat is needed. May Gad 
continue to bless your efforts as you strive to 
keep us informed." 

Mrs. Gartdean W. Lalham. of Irving, Texas. 
in paying far one of our Bound Volumes. 
added $18.00onto hercheckas acontributian 
to Contending lor the Faith. 

Claude & Faye Stradley. Burkburnett, 
Texas: "The Contending lor the Faith publi- 
cation has been such a source of help. the 
scriptures are so much mare comfort. we 
thank God such men as you are fighting for 
the truth." 

Mrs. Hazel Powel1,Cincinnati. 0hio:"l shall 
behappy topassouta b u n d l e o f C F T F i  am 
alwayslookingfora newsubscriber. Itseems 
most of our brethren are TV addicts and read 
very little . Keep up the good work." 

William Plew. 01 Bloomington. Indiana, 
otfered to distribute a sample bundle to the 
Harmony church of Christ there. 

Odessa Russell. o l  Baker, Florida. when 
subscribing. added an extra $5.00 to her 
check. saying, "Use as you see fit." 

Bibles, Testaments and  other  teaching materials avallable 
t o  t hem a n d  t o  wo rk  w i t h  them, just as we have been since 
this phase o f  our wo rk  began eight years ago. 

Further, i f  the  China government ever changes its pol icy 
and  permits Chinese Bibles t o  come  in freely, we then wi l l  
step up ou r  Bibles-lor-China work  measurably. 

However, meanwhile, i t  just made no sense for  al l  that 
money t o  si t  there idle, when there were other  countr ies and 
languages, too, that needed Bibles and  Testaments as well  
as China. We believe that al l  who  have contr ibuted t o  this 
fund  wilt agree that this i s  a wise decision.] * * * * * * * *  

Bu t  back  t o  the  need for  more  contr ibutions t o  our other  
phases o f  the  Far East Work, r ight  n o w  Vada and  I need 
your  he lp  in raising ou r  TRAVEL FUND for  our missionary 
journey t o  Manila, Singapore, Malaysia, Taiwan and return. 
Dur ing  this iournev. w e  shal l  ~ a r t i c i ~ a t e  i n  two Bible 
~ e c t u & s h i ~ s ' a n d  l hen  hold f ive ieparaie gospel meetings. 
back t o  back. A l l  contr ibutors t o  the approximately $5.000- 
tund  nrrdrd thtts wi l l  enter in to ou r  missionam tabors. ...~. ...... ~ ~~.~ ~ 

While y o u  are at it, i f  there Is any way  that you  migh t  he lp  
us  catch up ou r  arrears before the  e n d  o f  the year, there is 
no th ing  we need that; say, $10,000 wou ld  not  help. - 

~ o d  bless y o u  as you  send, 

I ra  V. Rice, Jr. 

Second Clarr Portage 
PAID 

ac Penrscals Flornds 
and at  Add#lmonsl Matlnng 0ttnc.r 
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