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At the beginning of July 2007, there was a discussion on 
an e-mail list conducted by members of the church on the 
matter of “good stewardship” with respect to the work of the 
Gospel Broadcasting Network (GBN) and its budget. It was 
suggested by the original poster on the thread that the bud-
get was $4 million per year. Chad Dollahite, the Production 
Manger for GBN, quickly jumped in and stated:

“$4 million a year? You need to check your facts, for they are 
wrong. The budget is just barely over half that. Now, I know 
that $2 million may seem like a lot, but WHAT IS A SOUL 
WORTH, BRETHREN?”1

 Then, within an hour, Chad returned to post and down-
grade that amount to $1.6 million for the operating budget.2  
Barry Gilreath Jr., self-described as “a representative for 
GBN,” in his first post felt “compelled to set the record 
straight.” He stated: “The fact of the matter is that we are 
operating on about 1.6 million a year.”3 A significant discus-
sion continued over several days regarding GBN’s budget 
and “good stewardship.”

However, following the discussion on the list Gary Mc-
Dade – who is listed on the website as Director of Develop-
ment for GBN – had two articles in the “Getwell News” [the 
bulletin for the Getwell Church of Christ—Editor] that again 
called into question what the actual budget is for GBN. In 
“On the Home Front,” Gary writes: 

“The Gospel Broadcasting Network is seeking 1,000 congrega-
tions that will give $500 each 5th Sunday. This will total the 
amount needed for the annual operating budget. The next 5th 

Sunday is September 31st (I didn’t know September now had 
31 days! – K.J.C). I hope we can participate again and keep 
this desperately needed network of Bible programming on the 
air 24/7/365!” 4

Now let us look at the math. 1000 x $500 = $500,000. 
Multiply that by the four fifth Sundays in a year and you have 
$2 million—that’s just $100,000 less that the $2.1 million 
figure that had been previously stated in numerous GBN 
Newsletters (the latest I have in hand being November 2006).  
In the newsletter for March 2006, it is stated:

“We have reached Number 1000 of our ‘7000 who have not 
bowed the knee to Baal’ Campaign.  Seven thousand commit-
ting to give a minimum of $25.00 monthly would result in our 
meeting our annual current budget of $2.1 million. We have 
reached the first milestone—1000. Will you help us reaching 
the goal of 7,000?”5 

Yet, in the April/May 2006 issue of the newsletter an ap-
peal was made by Barry Gilreath for congregations to have 
“fifth Sunday collections” for GBN. He said they hoped 
to raise by this means $900,000 “to underwrite the cost 
of uplink satellite service for a year to broadcast to the 
United States, Canada, parts of Central America, and the 
Caribbean.”6 In the November issue of 2006 it was reported: 
“Some churches have given very generous contributions, 
with nearly fifty giving ‘Fifth Sunday’ contributions total-
ing nearly $160,000. [This does not include October’s ‘fifth 
Sunday,’ yet to come at this printing].” Did they meet the 
goal of $900,000? If they fell short, how much did they fall 
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Editorial...

We Bid 2007 Goodbye

Life “is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanisheth away” (James 4:14b). There 
are many things in our earthly sojourn that bear out 
the truth stated by James. One of them is how quickly 
the years seem to rush by, especially as we grow older. 
Thus, we come to the final editorial for 2007, with the 
full reality that we have no assurance that we will ever 
write another one. 

With the last days of the year upon us, we are filled 
with thanksgiving to God for those brethren who con-
tinue to sacrifice their lives and all that pertains thereto 
in order to obey all of God’s Word, rather than compro-
mise to any degree, in any way, form or fashion, God’s 
Word.

We are most thankful to our subscribers. Your many 
encouraging letters, notes, cards and emails that let us 
know of your desire for us to keep up the fight of faith; 
to continue to expose and mark false teachers; to unmask 
the unscriptural conduct of erring brethren and to refute 
any and all error, are truly words of exhortation. Also, 
from time to time some of you phone us. From you we 
hear, not only the terrible state of affairs of the church 
where some of you are, but the determination revealed in 
your words and in your tone of voice to remain steadfast 
and unmoveable in your stand for the whole Truth of 
God’s Word, whether it is in opposition to “anti” type 
doctrines or “liberal” ones.

CFTF wants our supporters to know that if we can 
encourage the remnant of the faithful not to be overcome 
of evil, but to overcome evil with good (as the Bible 
defines “the good”), we will have accomplished much 
in our efforts to serve our Lord (Rom. 12:21). You are 
truly zealous (bold, relentless and uncompromising) in 
your fight for the right. As the song goes, In the fight 
for the right (you) would dare and do. How the church 
needs more like you.

From time to time we get all sorts of critical com-
ments. This has been the case since CFTF began. Such 
critcisms were and are fully expected in view of what 
we do— that so few even attempt to do. Seldom do these 
letters attempt to approach us with an “open Bible” in 
an attempt to show us the error of our way on the pages 
of CFTF or anywhere else.  Most of these criticisms are 
hypocritical. They attempt to take us to task for taking 
others to task for teaching error. For reason(s) unknown 
to me, such double-minded critics never seem to see their 
own error in what they do. The truth of the matter is that 
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these critics do not mind castigating folks just as long 
as those being castigated are brethren to which they are 
opposed. These are blind, leaders of the blind. Thus, the 
bottom of a ditch is their destination (Matt. 15:14).

We are made truly sorry that so many brethren, who 
we thought were willing to suffer for the cause of Christ 
,have sold their birthright, as Esau did, for a mess of 
pottage (Heb. 12:16). These pretenders to Christianity 
have turned out to be too much in love with themselves, 
their families, friends, positions, power, money, etc. to 
remain consistently true to all of the Truth of the Gospel. 
They have never seen a “chief seat” in which they did 
not attempt to sit.

How it is that they have deceived themselves into 
thinking  they can serve God with reservations is beyond 
us. But the fruits they bear tell on them—they reveal 
the ugly idols in their hearts from which, to date, they 
are unwilling to be turned. These brethren have become 
partners with the rich young ruler of Luke 18:24ff in 
that they are attempting to reserve some aspect(s) of 
their lives to use as they see fit. They conspire with one 
another for the purpose of determining what errors and 
the propagators of them they will or will not oppose. 
The strong odor of denominational Protestant sectarian 
conferences, Roman Catholic Synods and the Sanhedrin 
of the Jews hangs heavy in the air surrounding them.

As 2007 wanes let us remember, among other great 
Bible Truths, the inspired enlightening Words of the 
peerless apostle to the Gentiles regarding false teachers 
appearing in the church: “For there must also be her-
esies (factions, sects—Editor) among you, that they 
which are approved may be made manifest among 
you” (1 Cor. 11:19).  False teachers, worldly members, 
hypocrites, contentious persons, whatever the sin or the 
sinner in the church, the faithful members will be brought 
to the forefront in dealing with them. This is the case 
because we will deal with them as with all things without 
respect of persons and in the light of objective “thus saith 
the Lord” propositions—nothing more, less or else.

It is all in the divine providence of God that He 
thereby has seen fit to reveal to the faithful who it is that 
is on the Lord’s side and who is not. Thus, we should 
rejoice that we have been counted worthy to be despised 
by our erring and unrepentent brethren. In actuality we 
are despised by them for one reason and one reason 
only—because of our Love for all of the Truth of God’s 
Word, and the resolve not to be turned from it. Let us, 
therefore, rise up and strengthen each other with a de-
termination that at all costs we will always submit to the 
authority of God’s Word in solving the problems of this 
life. Let us highly resolve not to turn to the left hand or 

right hand of the way of life; that we will perservere in 
the fight of faith, laying hold thereby on heaven itself. 
Let us fully know that when life’s little day is over, hav-
ing kept the faith, we can lay our battle scarred armor 
down, never to wear it again. Then, having heard the 
sweet voice of the Captain of our salvation declare of 
and to us: “Well done, good and faithful servant, enter 
into the joys of thy Lord” (Matt. 25:21, 34), we will 
step through the gates into the City Foursquare never 
to depart from it. 

Let us long for the day of our deliverance from this 
present evil world and into our heavenly home—for 
truly “we are saved by hope” (Rom. 8:24; 1 John 5:19). 
Thereby we will be strenghthened to be victorious in the 
fight for the right. In the rout of the enemy we hear our 
King exhort  His soldiers to “Press on, press on” (1 Cor. 
15:58; Rev. 2:10). Let us then drive the enemy before 
us, until the victory is won. Then, as faithful soldiers 
of God’s great army, we can kneel before our victori-
ous and glorious King as He (the Lion of the Tribe of 
Judah) stands in all His radiant glory upon the final field 
of battle, gazing down upon the pale face of defeated 
dead death (1 Cor. 15:25, 26).

—David P. Brown, Editor


Who is the Troublemaker in the Church?
Dave Dugan

•   It is the one who CONFORMS to false doctrine, NOT
the one who CEASES from it (Rom. 12:1,2; Gal. 5:19-23).
•   It is the one who COMMENDS false doctrine, NOT
the one who CONDEMNS it (Eph. 6:10-17).
•   It is the one who CONDONES false doctrine, NOT
the one who CRIES OUT against it (Acts 20:27-31).
•   It is the one who COVERS UP false doctrine, NOT
the one who CORRECTS it (2 Tim. 4:24).
•   It is the one who COMPLIMENTS false doctrine,
NOT the one who CENSURES it (Tit. 1:9-11).
•   It is the one who CHEERS false teachers, NOT the
one who CHECKS OUT false teachers (1 John 4:1).
•   It is the one who CHOOSES to set at the feet of false
teachers, NOT the one who CALLS the names of false
teachers (2 Tim. 2:17,18).
•   It is the one who COMFORTS the false teacher, NOT
the one who CAUTIONS others about the false
teacher (Matt. 7:15).
•   It is the one who CALLS the false teacher sound,
NOT the one who CALLS upon the false teacher to
speak whereof he stands (1 Pet. 3:15).

—P. O. Box 285
 Lawton, OK 73502

dcdmjd04@yahoo.com
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(Continued from page One)
short? Were they able to set this satellite service up or could 
they not meet the terms of the contract? Further, was this 
“uplink service” only to provide 24/7 service to those who 
purchased the special satellite dishes at about $300.00 (in-
cluding shipping) per satellite dish?7

However, note again what McDade wrote in that July 30 
bulletin under the heading “A Great Door And Effectual Is 
Opened”: 

Presently, a couple of anticipated large contributions have not 
materialized for GBN, placing in jeopardy the operation. Are we 
in a financial crisis? When you have an annual operating budget 
of $2,100,000 you came here [i.e., to GBN according to the 
context of McDade’s article –K.J.C] with a financial crisis!8 

I will not get into the matter of a “financial crisis” here. How-
ever, did you note that McDade actually writes that the an-
nual operating budget is $2,100,000? We have had one of the 
elders and part of the “management team” for GBN – Barry 
Gilreath Jr. – state that the budget was $1.6 million. Then, we 
have Chad Dollahite – the production manager – first stating 
that it was $2 million and then quickly backing off to $1.6 
million. Gary McDade, Director of Development for GBN, 
stated the $2.1 million figure. All of these figures were given 
in less than a month. Which figure is correct? You would think 
that the “team” could agree on what the annual operating 
budget for GBN is and put forth the same figures!  

It is interesting to note what was stated in the very first 
newsletter that was put out in 2004. The plea was made: “I 
WANT TO BE ONE OF THE *7,000! (7,000 x $25/month = 
$2,100,000 required by GBN annually).”9 This is the amount 
that they sent forth to the brotherhood as being the amount 
“required annually” for the work. Note that it was “required” 
– NOT simply the “budget”.

Further, it was still being put forth that way as late as the 
November 2006 issue of the newsletter. Yet Barry Gilreath Jr. 
says they are “operating on about $1.6 million a year.” Why 
the $500,000 difference? When did it change? $2,100,000 
was “required” – but now they are “operating on about $1.6 
million a year”!

Obviously, they were not able to raise the $2,100,000 that 
was “required.” The latest newsletters – as posted online – do 
not have financial statements. Early on the newsletters did 
have them. Why do they not now provide that information? 
Could it be that if they made their records known supporters 
might indeed question their stewardship?

The November 2006 issue of “Good News” continued 
to promote the goal of the 7,000 and $2.1 million budget. 
The July 30, 2007 issue of “Getwell News” still promotes 
the “operating budget” of $2.1 million but – instead of 
7,000 individuals and $25.00 per month – it is now 1,000 
congregations contributing $500.00 every fifth Sunday. What 
happened with the 7,000? Was that goal not reached? Have 
they now changed their approach and are now seeking 1,000 
congregations? Or are they seeking to get both and have a 
budget of $4.2 million?

We also need to note the following in the same article, 

mentioned above, as McDade, goes on to write:
“Brethren, we have something very similar before us 
right now, ‘and there are many adversaries.’ The Gospel 
Broadcasting Network received an offer just a few days 
ago from both Dish Network and DirecTV for one hour of 
air time every morning at 7. We are told that DirecTV has 
about 15 million subscribers and Dish Network is not far 
behind them. The calculations provided by these networks 
suggest a potential viewing audience of approximately 60 
million people!  
Our adversaries are not what you might think. No opposing 
religious organization is standing against us at this time. 
No civil authority has voiced any disfavor. Antagonistic 
Humanist organizations have not even been notified of this 
possibility for us. Our adversary is fundamentally one foe: 
$20,000 per month to pay for it.”10 
I do not plan to dwell on what “other adversaries” that 

McDade had in mind apart from the money, although Mc-
Dade goes to great lengths to explain those who are NOT 
the “adversaries.” I would, however, like to note what he 
states about the DirecTV and Dish Network proposal. Also, 
laying aside the time of 7:00 am (not a very good time for 
people to watch) or what programming would be provided, 
there is another issue that needs to be addressed.  McDade 
states that the cost is $20,000 per month which translates into 
$240,000 per year. Now, in order to get “24/7/365” on these 
satellite providers, let’s see how much it would cost – based 
on the $20,000 per month figure for one hour (clearly, some 
time slots might cost less but others – prime time – would 
cost more). Thus we have $240,000 annually for one hour, 
multiplied by 24 for total “24/7/365” coverage that would cost 
$5,760,000 per year!  That would be just for going on those 
two satellite networks in the US. Now, what about that $4 
million figure that the original poster had mentioned earlier 
in his post to the list? It seems to be a tad low! Further, that 
figure does not cover cable TV costs for the US or the costs 
for the programming going “24/7/365” around the globe!  

Again, we note the following from Gary McDade in the 
Getwell bulletin, “Good News”: “GBN has the programming 
ready to go for the first airing Wednesday, August 22nd.  In 
fact Barry Gilreath, Executive Director of GBN, has told me 
we have ample programming ahead to cover our obligations. 
We heard today [August 21st] that DirecTV may need time to 
“ramp up” the new channel that will carry our programming. 
That’s their business; we’re happy to be considered by them 
to air our programming.” On the inside of the same bulletin, 
McDade, has another article entitled: “Another Milestone 
for the Gospel Broadcasting Network” that again speaks of 
the August 22nd date for programming to begin. He also lists 
the time for the hour of programming as “7:00 am Central 
time.”11 

DirecTV channel 323 is the channel listed to carry GBN 
broadcasts. As we have basic DirecTV, I tried to get Channel 
323 on August 30th and it came up onscreen as “Channel 
Unavailable.” On that same day, I went to the web site of 
DirecTV and found that Channel 323 was not even listed on 
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their lineup of channels – even on the Premium lists! I then 
looked up “programming” and eventually came across Chan-
nel 323. After much more searching on DirecTV’s web site, I 
came across some information in TV Listings that mentions 
Channel 323. This section calls the channel “Uplift TV.” In 
checking for more information this is what came up:

Uplift TV 
Channel:
323 UPLF
Air Time:
Wednesday, November 7 12:00 AM EST
Duration:
720 minutes
Categories:
Specials
MPAA Rating:
NR (Not Rated) 12

Here we are, over two months (at the time of writing), 
after the scheduled start-up date, or even the updated date 
that Chad Dollahite had stated in an e-mail dated August 20, 
2007,13 that the start-up date had been put back to August 29. 
However, McDade – writing a day later (August 21) – did 
not give the August 29 date. Cannot the Production Manager 
and the Director of Development get their information coordi-
nated? Further, based on the information in another “Getwell 
News” article, there is further confusion:

“help us get [the] word out about the special 5th Sunday con-
tribution in September. A special DVD is being produced as 
we write this that will go out to over 7,000 congregations 
stressing the effectiveness and need for GBN to continue. 
Afterward, those same churches will receive a letter request-
ing emergency funds to allow GBN to get on those two major 
satellite networks.”14

Now, according to McDade, the letter requesting “emer-
gency funds to allow GBN to get on those two major satellite 
networks” will only go out at a later date. McDade’s bulletin 
article is dated August 6. Taking the later date for the start 
of programming (August 29) – as given by Chad Dollahite 
– how can that date be achieved when the letter requesting 
“emergency funds” for the programming would only go out 
to the 7,000 congregations after the special DVD that (again 
according to McDade) was still “being produced” as of Au-
gust 6? If indeed GBN is in need of “emergency funds” (as 
stated by McDade) to provide the $20,000 per month for the 
programming – then how could they possibly have the funds 
in hand before August 29 (the supposed date for starting 
the programming), in order to be able to sign the contract?  
Clearly GBN needs to get its act together and distribute ac-
curate coordinated information.

 As for the GBN programming, even researching the 
DirecTV web site (November 6, 2007) does not reveal any 
information concerning the program when looking at the 
program guide for the time that the program airs, all it has is 
“UpliftTV.” How is the “potential audience of 40-60 million 
viewers” (taking the totals for both DirecTV and Dish Net-
work supplied by GBN) going to find the programming, when 
DirecTV has nothing listed? What, I wonder, are the plans of 
DirecTV and Dish Network – as well as GBN – to advertise 

and promote this programming to the “potential audience,” 
apart from GBN and its associates promoting it to churches 
and individual Christians? Even when this programming is 
up and running it will only be for one hour per day, and not 
at prime time.

Further, it has been, and continues to be promoted as a 
seven day a week program but it has never been seen on a 
Sunday. In an e-mail to the list, dated September 30, 2007, 
I wrote Chad Dollahite concerning this. He responded stat-
ing:

“DirecTV gave us no notification at all about being preempted 
on Sundays. When the Sunday program didn’t air, we called 
to check on it. DirecTV is reserving the bandwidth for NFL 
football during the NFL season. There is nothing we can 
do about it, but we are being reimbursed for those days the 
program doesn’t air, and it should stop when the NFL season 
is over.” 15

I replied to Chad:

“Then they are being preempted for nothing since the screen 
is BLANK and NO programming is available! Further what 
NFL programming would they want to run on a channel that is 
unknown at that hour of the morning? I am, however, pleased 
to note that you   are being reimbursed.
I would further ask what other sports are they going to preempt 
you for? Before you signed the contract, why did not the com-
pany that you signed the contract with inform you of this? It 
would seem that they either didn’t have their “ducks in a row” 
or they simply overlooked that little problem that would stop 
the programming being seven days a week? Why has there been 
no information on your web site advising potential viewers 
that it is NOT seven days a week as you have been preempted? 
Surely you would want potential viewers to know that it was 
being preempted?” 16

Dollahite replied: “Nothing on at that time would be 
kind of inherent in the concept of “saving bandwidth,” now 
wouldn’t it?” 17 Such was the extent of his reply.

I thus wrote further:
“You clearly miss the point - they are NOT using it!  Further-
more we are now several weeks into the season.  
Will they be saving it for other sports leagues as well? If you 
don’t know, you need to ask.  
Why were you NOT made aware of this when you signed the 
contract? 
Your boast of it being an hour a day seven days a week - simply 
wasn’t true.  Perhaps GBN needs to be more thorough in finding 
out the terms of a contract before they sign it!” 18

Dollahite never responded further to these enquiries.  As 
of this past Sunday (November 4, 2007) the program was 
still not being aired and no use of the time slot was made for 
the NFL. Further, there has been nothing forthcoming from 
GBN concerning this matter. In an undated letter, written by 
Barry Gilreath, Sr., Executive Director and an elder of the 
Highland Church of Christ, published in the Getwell Church 
of Christ bulletin, in which the programming was discussed, 
Gilreath still speaks of “one hour a day on both DirecTV and 
Dish Network” 19 with no mention of the fact that the program 
was not being aired on Sundays. Even as of this writing, No-
vember 6, 2007, the GBN website gives no indication that the 
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program is not airing on Sundays. So much for seven days a 
week of programming!

Let us note more concerning the matter of getting 
“24/7/365” coverage around the globe. In the April 2005 issue 
of the GBN newsletter, Barry Gilreath Sr. stated: 

“A contract must be signed with the company that will place the 
network on a satellite for nationwide distribution. The satellite’s 
coverage will include part of Canada, the Caribbean, and most 
of Central America. This contract with the satellite server will 
be a three-year commitment, with expenses running about 
$55,000 per month or approximately $2,000,000 over the three 
year period.”20

Is this the same service referred to in the April/May 2006 
newsletter, as quoted above? If so, why did the figures 
change from $2,000,000 for three years to $900,000 per 
year between April 2005 and April/May 2006? Also, does 
this mean that they did not sign the contract during 2005? 
Further, did they sign the contract at $900,000 per year as 
per the April/May 2006 issue of the GBN newsletter? Clearly 
there are some questions that need to be answered in this 
regard that come under the heading of “good stewardship.” 
       Also, in the April/May 2006 issue of the GBN newslet-
ter there was given a “PLAN FOR GLOBAL EXPANSION 
OF GBN”:

Phase 1 - 2006-2007
Expansion throughout all of the United States and Canada, 
portions of Central and South America and the Caribbean, via 
addition of cable and satellite service providers. 
Phase 2- 2008
Expansion into Latin America via PAS-9, C-Band satellite. 
Phase 3 – 2009
Expansion into Europe via Hotbird-6, Ku-Band satellite. 
Phase 4 – 2010
Expansion into Africa and Southern Asia via PAS-10, C-Band 
satellite. 
Phase 5 – 2011
Expansion into the Pacific Rim via PAS-8, C-band satellite.
The estimated budget to reach global coverage is $300,000/
month ($3,600,000/year).”21  

Phase 1 through phase 5 sure brings the dollar amount close 
to that $4 million a year figure that Gilreath and Dollahite 
did not like! Where are they in progressing towards these 
goals? Again, such needs to be answered with respect to 
“good stewardship.”

One other point in the GBN newsletter of May 2005, an-
nouncement was made concerning the Charitable Income & 
Endowment Plan (CIEP). Those who were interested were to 
contact Gary McDade.22 This was touted as a means whereby 
older individuals (70 to 90 years of age) could contribute 
through an insurance program. Again, in the interests of 
“good stewardship” it needs to be asked was this a legitimate 
program? If so, does it still continue? Is GBN receiving con-
tributions through this means?

Chad Dollahite, Production Manager for GBN, has at-
tempted to give some response to two of the concerns that 
have been raised. Chad writes:

“2 questions (and answers):

1) How can I view GBN programming?
2) Is GBN focused only on America (as some have falsely 
assumed)?
 For question # 1, the following are the answers:
1. GBN is available 24/7 via the Internet. The signal streams 
constantly from our website (www.gbntv.org <http://www.
gbntv.org/>). High-speed connection is required to view audio 
and video, but even with dial-up access, audio is available.
2. The direct-to-home dish. These KU-band satellite dishes 
(similar to the ones used for Dish Network and DirecTV) are 
available from a third-party vendor. The satellite has a one-time 
cost associated with purchase and installation. No monthly fees 
are charged to view the programming. No other channels are 
offered, as that would involve monthly fees. GBN does not sell 
these dishes (or anything) to viewers, but we can put you in 
touch with those who do (Bold Italics mine—Editor).
3. Several cable systems have picked up the GBN signal and 
carry it 24/7 in their area. I do not have a full list of the areas 
and/or subscriber numbers, but you can obtain this information 
by contacting the GBN office if interested.
4. Charter subscribers in the Montgomery area of Alabama, 
northern Georgia, and middle Tennessee receive GBN program-
ming on the “Main Street” channel. Northern GA subscribers 
receive 1 hour of programming, and AL and TN subscribers 
receive 2 hours.
5. FarEast TV subscribers receive GBN programming once a 
week (this involves several countries/continents see below).
6.  Beginning August 29, GBN programming will be available 
on DirecTV ch. 323 at 8 AM EST and Dish Network ch. 9407 
at Noon EST.”23

Note that numbers four through six indicate only an 
hour or two of programming. Number Three indicates that 
some (unnamed) cable systems carry programming 24/7 but 
clearly, none of the big providers. Number Two is the special 
satellite that has to be purchased and can only pick up GBN 
programming. How many non-Christians will be willing 
to purchase a satellite that can only pick up one religious 
channel? Number One is the Internet, which is not “broad-
casting” – and video can only be picked up with a high-speed 
connection. This is the closest thing to “24/7/365” worldwide. 
Yet, such could be provided at much less cost – and indeed 
is being provided – by various congregations. It is interest-
ing that Chad places the Internet as Number One when it is 
not even “broadcasting”! Truly, this is a long way from the 
“24/7/365” broadcasting that they “sold” the work on in their 
initial requests for money from the churches. We know, from 
what Gary McDade has written, the actual cost of Number 
Six. How much do Numbers One through Five cost?

His response to the second question is:
“For question # 2, plans are in place to, with God’s bless-
ings and the necessary funding, blanket the entire planet 
with the GBN signal. GBN is still now in Phase 1, but there 
are 5 proposed phases of development. Assuming all 5 
phases come to fruition, the GBN satellite signal (not just 
the streaming internet signal) will be available 24/7 anywhere 
in the world. Also, as mentioned, the GBN internet stream is 
available 24/7 wherever there is an internet connection. The 
FarEast TV programming was also mentioned above. For 
more on that, I have pasted below the announcement from the 
GBN “Good News” newsletter (Volume III, Number 5, July, 
2006) when this programming first went into effect. If there is 
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any question as to whether GBN’s programming has impacted 
those beyond just the United States, one can go to the website 
(www.gbntv.org<httpL//www.gbntv.org/>) and view guestbook 
comments that literally are from all over the world, including 
India, Romania, Sweden, Canada, Sri Lanka, etc..”24

Dollahite then lists the places where programming can 
be seen on Far East TV for one and a half hours per week 
on a Sunday morning. Again, one and a half hours per week 
is a far cry from a satellite network that covers the globe 
“24/7/365”! Earlier he had stated, in noting Question Two 
“Is GBN focused only on America (as some have falsely as-
sumed)?” His charge “as some have falsely assumed” is a red 
herring since, no one – to my knowledge – has charged that 
the work is “focused only on America.” What has been said 
is that GBN’s programming, in its scope, style, and language 
– appears to primarily be focused on the U.S. There is a huge 
difference between “only” and “primarily.” The claim made 
by Dollahite does not address the obvious fact that the prin-
cipal focus of GBN is, at least at this time, on the U.S.

In answering both questions, no reference is made to cost 
or to  how funds are expended. Indeed Dollahite offers no 
response respecting financial matters concerning questions 
regarding “good stewardship” that have been raised on the 
aforementioned lists – by me and others – as referenced in 
this article. 

It is past time for the elders at Highland and the “Man-
agement Team” of GBN to come clean on the actual costs 
for their “24/7/365” concept throughout the world and to 
deal with the question of “good stewardship” as we have 
referenced in this article. 

Note, no reference has been made to the matter of their 
fellowship with known, and unrepentant, false teachers (such 
has been discussed and continues to be discussed in other 
places) – and the matter of fellowship (contrary to II John 9-
11) is indeed itself a matter of “stewardship.” Thus, it needs 
to be asked: Is it “good stewardship” to fellowship a known 
and unrepentant false teacher(s)? 

Endnotes
1 Post Number 26028, CFTF list, Yahoo groups, July 11, 2007.
2 Post Number 26035, CFTF list, Yahoo groups, July 11, 2007.
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5 “Are You One of the 7,000?”, “Good News”, March 2006, page 
1, Gospel Broadcasting Network, Highland Church of Christ, 
Dalton, Georgia.
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7 Gospel Broadcasting Network web site: http://www.gbntv.
org/gbntvdish.html
8 Getwell News, July 30, 2007, page 2, Getwell Church of Christ, 
Memphis, TN.
9 I Want to be One of the *7000”, Good News, Volume 1, No. 1 
2004, Gospel Broadcasting Network, Highland Church of Christ, 
Dalton, Georgia.
10 Getwell News, July 30, 2007, page 2, Getwell Church of 
Christ, Memphis, TN.

11 Getwell News, August 20, 2007, pages 1 & 2, Getwell Church 
of Christ, Memphis, TN.
12 http://www.directv.com/DTVAPP/epg/theGuide.jsp, View 
More Information (as of November 6, 2007).
13 Post Number 26656, CFTF list, Yahoo groups, August 20, 
2007.
14 Getwell News, August 6, 2007, pages 3, Getwell Church of 
Christ, Memphis, TN.
15 Post Number 27238, CFTF list, Yahoo groups October 1, 2007
16 Post Number 27342, CFTF list, Yahoo groups October 1, 2007
17 Post Number  27343, CFTF list, Yahoo groups October 1, 2007
18 Post Number  27347, CFTF list, Yahoo groups October 1, 2007
19 Getwell News, October 15, 2007, pages 3, Getwell Church of 
Christ, Memphis, TN.
20 “Support Grows Across US,” “Good News”, April 2005, page 
1, Gospel Broadcasting Network, Highland Church of Christ, 
Dalton, Georgia.
21 “GBN—Past, Present, and Future,” “Good News”, April/May 
2006, page 2, Gospel Broadcasting Network, Highland Church of 
Christ, Dalton, Georgia.
22 “What is the Charitable Income & Endowment Plan © (CIEP)” 
“Good News”, May 2005, page 2, Gospel Broadcasting Network, 
Highland Church of Christ, Dalton, Georgia.
23 Post Number 26656, CFTF list, Yahoo groups, August 20, 
2007.
24 Post Number 26656, CFTF list, Yahoo groups, August 20, 
2007.

—535 Clearwater Road
Belvedere, SC 29841-2574

  kjchumb@gmail.com

(Continued From Page Six)

FREE CD AVAILABLE
Contending for the Faith is making available a 
CD-ROM free of charge. Why is this CD impor-
tant? ANSWER: It contains an abundance of evi-
dentiary information pertaining to Dave Miller’s 
doctrine and practice concerning the re-evaluation/
reaffirmation of elders, MDR, and other relevant 
and important materials and documents directly 
or indirectly relating to the Brown Trail Church 
of Christ, Apologetics Press, Gospel Broadcasting 
Network, MSOP, and more.
To receive your free CD contact us at Contending 
for the Faith, P. O. Box 2357, Spring, TX 77383-
2357, or email us at cftfdpb@gmail.com. 
If you desire to have a part in the distribution of 
this important CD you may make your financial 
contributions to the Spring Church of Christ, P. O. 
Box 39, Spring, TX 77383. 





Contending for the Faith—Nov.–Dec./2007                      9

DVD’S OF THE FIRST
 THIRTY-FIVE YEARS OF CFTF

 ARE READY FOR YOU TO
 ORDER.

 THE DVD SELLS FOR
 $50.00 PLUS S&H.

PLEASE SEND YOUR DVD 
ORDER TO:

P. O. BOX 2357
SPRING, TEXAS 77383-2357  

“THE MAN OR THE PLAN” DISCUSSION REVISITED
Dub McClish

Introduction
In the early 1960s I was a young preacher, not long out 

of Abilene Christian College. I well remember the lively 
brotherhood discussion of “the Man or the plan” controversy 
(actually, it might be better styled, “the Man instead of the 
plan”). It arose from the accusation made by some brethren 
that preachers had generally been too “negative” and 
“dogmatic” and had emphasized “the plan” (i.e., regarding 
the plan of salvation, worship, church organization, et al.) 
too much and the person of the Lord and “grace” too little. 

Reuel Lemmons, editor of Firm Foundation, opined in an 
editorial in 1962 that those who thus argued (who at the time 
he styled the “liberal left”) were seeking to foist a dangerous 
theological shift on churches of Christ. He predicted that, 
with the easing of the anti-ism controversy in the 1950s, the 
next battle would be with liberalism, signaled by those who 
were contending for less emphasis on the “plan” and more 
on Jesus and grace.1 (Ironically, Lemmons, over the ensuing 
quarter century, moved so far leftward that he became one of 
those “liberal left” voices he earlier decried. Alton Howard 
gave Lemmons’ liberalism new life when he inaugurated 
Image magazine to give him a continued editorial platform 
after his dismissal from the Firm Foundation editorial chair 
in 1983.)

The K.C. Moser Factor
However, the push for “the Man instead of the plan” 

(essentially advocating a “grace only” approach to salvation) 
did not begin in the 1960s; it only revived at that time. 
Likewise, the veritable explosion of “grace only” advocacy 
among liberal preachers, authors, and professors among 
us in the 1980s and 1990s (as I will quote below) also has 
longer roots than the 1960s discussion. 

John Mark Hicks, Lipscomb University Professor of 
Theology and Harding Graduate School of Religion Adjunct 
Professor of Christian Doctrine, chronicled these roots in his 
article, “K.C. Moser and Churches of Christ: an Historical 
Perspective.”2 Hicks has for years been solidly among the 
Rubel Shelly-type “grace only” advocates, and his article 
confirms what I (and others) have known for a long time:  
In the Lord’s church, K.C. Moser (1893–1976) was (and 
through his writings, still is) the principal fountain of the 
“demote-the-plan-of-the-Man” contention of the 1960s and 
of the ever louder “grace only” advocacy since the early 
1980s. The Hicks article provides additional interesting 
documentation of a few influential brethren who endorsed 
and encouraged Moser and his views and whose names may 
surprise some.3

Hicks pointed out that Moser began early in his writing 
career (mainly for Firm Foundation, 1920–34) to attack his 
perception of “legalistic” preaching relating to grace and the 
plan of salvation. In forty articles from his pen in this period, 
almost half of them treated the themes of grace, atonement, 
faith, and works and their relationships to each other. He 
attached the “Man or plan” concept to his ideas on grace 
at least as early as 1932 in a Gospel Advocate article titled 
“Preaching Jesus.”4  Moser’s article drew an immediate 
rebuttal from R.L. Whiteside, a staff writer for Gospel 
Advocate at the time.5 

By 1932, Moser had all but ceased writing for Firm 
Foundation (likely due to Editor G.H.P. Showalter’s 
disagreement and weariness with his hobby) and had begun 
writing for Gospel Advocate. That same year The Gospel 
Advocate Company published Moser’s first book, The Way 
of Salvation, which incorporated material from his articles. 
C. Leonard Allen, an ACU-related liberal, summarized the 
intent of Moser’s book as a correction of a “displacement 
of the cross and God’s grace” in our preaching and our 
concepts.6

Wallace, Showalter and Whiteside
It is a stunning irony that The Gospel Advocate Company 
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published Moser’s book. Foy E. Wallace, Jr., who had nothing 
but antipathy for Moser’s “grace only” agenda, was editor 
of Gospel Advocate when the book was published. Had he 
controlled the company’s book publication division, it seems 
certain that Moser would have had to go elsewhere to get 
his book published. Upon its publication, Wallace criticized 
Moser’s book editorially.7 The book apparently generated 
little notice at first, except for Wallace’s negative review. 
In another irony, on January 1, 1933, Moser was appointed 
(likely by Leon B. McQuiddy, the Advocate’s owner—surely 
not by Wallace) to edit the “Text and Context” department of 
the Advocate, where he did not last long. 

Forty-five years later, in his last book, Wallace was 
still much concerned about Moser’s book, doctrine, and 
name in connection with his (Wallace’s) years as Editor of 
the Advocate. He related that Moser’s attempts to “inject 
his peculiar ideas on ‘repentance before faith’ and the 
‘conditions’ of salvation…so contrary to the gospel” also 
provoked opposition from the other staff writers, men 
“known to be the strongest men among us—H. Leo Boles, 
F.B. Srygley, R.L. Whiteside, C.R. Nichol and others of like 
stature.”8 

That same year (1933), R.L. Whiteside began a series 
of articles in the Advocate on Romans, responding to 
and answering material in Moser’s Way of Salvation. 
These articles later formed the basis of Whiteside’s New 
Commentary on Paul’s Letter to the Saints at Rome (which 
I have long believed to be among the best ever written 
on Romans). The following quotes from it illustrate how 
dangerous and without Scriptural basis the erudite Whiteside 
considered Moser’s doctrine:

To me it seems inexcusable that a person should so 
misunderstand Paul as to draw the following conclusion: 
“Indeed, it seems to be difficult even at the present time 
for many to grasp the idea of righteousness that does not 
depend on human effort.” Surely the author did not properly 
consider the import of his words. If a Universalist or an 
Ultra-Calvinist had penned such words, we would not be 
surprised….
If people would quit arraying the commands of God against 
the grace of God, they would have a clearer vision of the 
scheme of redemption. God’s grace is in every command 
he gives.9 

The following year, Firm Foundation Editor, G.H.P. 
Showalter, bluntly expressed his view of Moser as a traitor 
to the cause, who had embraced Baptist doctrine.10

Wallace also noted in his 1977 comments on Moser that 
the Baptist debater, Ben M. Bogard, whom so many brethren 
debated in the first half of the past century, endorsed Moser’s 
book in his (Bogard’s) periodical and taunted brethren with 
it when debating them. Any who have read much from 
Moser and from Bogard must admit that Bogard was fully 
justified in claiming Moser’s book for his cause. Is it not 
strange that Baptist Bogard could recognize Baptist doctrine 
in Moser’s book, but some influential brethren could not and 
still cannot? Wallace also related that, when Moser came out 
with his book, both Showalter and Whiteside 

…exposed his “saved by the man, not by the plan” and 
“salvation by faith” hobby as being contrary to the 
gospel plan of salvation, and being no more nor less than 
denominational doctrine.11

Brewer, Thomas, and Mattox
Hicks documents the fact that G.C. Brewer, 

prominent preacher of the past century and also an Advocate 
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staff writer under Wallace, praised the Moser book. Brewer 
advised readers to read it more than once and called it “one 
of the best little books that came from any press in 1932.”12 
While Wallace rightly judged Moser’s doctrine as borrowed 
from the denominations, Brewer viewed it as an antidote for 
what he perceived to be “legalism” among brethren. In 1937, 
Moser published a booklet titled, Are We Preaching the 
Gospel? In it he accused brethren of preaching an “abstract 
plan” of human works rather than grace received through 
faith. Brewer also promoted this booklet.13 

Moser produced yet another booklet in 1952, titled Christ 
Versus a “Plan” (published by Harding College Bookstore, 
incidentally). As one should expect by now, if Moser wrote 
it, Brewer promoted it. Accordingly, Brewer indicated in his 
autobiography that he praised and promoted this tract and 
its theme.14 That same year the late J.D. Thomas, Director of 
the Abilene Christian College Lectureship, invited Brewer 
to speak on the program. Thomas purposely assigned him 
the topic, “Grace and Salvation” because he agreed with the 
“man-instead-of-the-plan” theology of Brewer and Moser 
and wanted to promote it in Texas. Brewer apparently 
accomplished Thomas’s goal and made his own mark on the 
grace/works theme in his speech. Richard T. Hughes relates 
that Thomas told him in a 1993 interview that he counted 
Brewer’s lecture a “pivotal turning point” in doctrine for the 
church.15 Doubtless, if nothing else, the sermon lent some 
credibility to Moser’s unrelenting theme.

Moser’s final book was The Gist of Romans, a brief 
commentary (thematic, rather than textual), published in 
1957.16 It was somewhat of a distillation of his assaults on 
alleged “legalism” among brethren over the previous thirty-
five years. Brewer died of cancer in 1956, and thus never 
saw Moser’s last book. Some unknown benefactor made a 
copy of this book available to me (as I presume he did to 
all Bible majors at ACC) in 1957. Obviously, someone(s) 
wanted to influence young would-be preachers with Moser’s 
doctrine (Thomas, then head of the Bible Department, may 

well have been the benefactor, given his doctrinal kinship 
with Moser). 

In 1964, F.W. Mattox, president of Lubbock Christian 
College and long-time friend of Moser’s, called him out 
of retirement to join the school’s Bible faculty. He taught 
there for eight years, giving him countless opportunities 
to influence young people and giving him credibility and 
a platform he had not previously enjoyed. Hicks reports 
interviewing Jim Massey, who taught with Moser at LCC, 
during which Massey stated that Moser, because of his 
doctrine, was called “the Baptist preacher” on the LCC 
campus.17 This appellation fully accords with the above-
referenced comments of Wallace and Whiteside. While I 
find Moser’s LCC reputation comment accurate, I find it far 
short of amusing.

The Dormant Seeds Sprout
Seeds can lie dormant for years or even centuries, 

awaiting just the right conditions to germinate and spring to 
life. This characteristic inheres in the Gospel “seed” (Luke 
8:11), and, unfortunately, in the “seed” of error as well. In 
his book, Distant Voices: Discovering a Forgotten Past for 
a Changing Church, C. Leonard Allen, a dedicated change 
agent, avers: “The efforts of Moser stand directly behind 
some of the theological shifts occurring among contemporary 
Churches of Christ.”18 Allen should know—as I believe he 
does. This being so, to read Moser is to read source material 
for some of the wild and heretical statements concerning 
grace among us over the past forty plus years. Compare the 
following statements with some of Moser’s (and Baptist 
Bogard’s!) quotes and/or emphases referenced above:

Nobody has any right to preach anything other than the Gospel 
of pure grace. We are saved by grace plus nothing. You are 
saved by faith period. There is nothing you can do to be saved 
(1982, excerpt from sermon, the late Glen Owen, at the time 
an elder, Highland Church of Christ, Abilene, TX).

If one is to be saved, it must be totally by grace…. I was 
brought up on the “Christian duty” concept. All facets of 
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discipleship became one’s duty. And when a person forsook 
the Lord, he was “out of duty.” Such a concept is foreign 
to the New Testament (1984, the late Cecil Hook, author, 
Free in Christ).

Why are we afraid of grace? Why must grace always be 
explained?… Are we focusing upon God’s grace or man’s 
performance?… Too many believe, “Do your best and God 
will do the rest.” This is blasphemy, but it dies hard…. Any 
retreat to law is a denial of grace…. Grace and law are 
mutually exclusive (1984, Charles Hodge, author, Amazing 
Grace).

I believe deeply that the New Testament teaches that 
salvation is a free gift of God period. You are saved by 
grace alone (1989, Randy Mayeaux, at the time preaching 
at Preston Road Church of Christ, Dallas, TX, but later left 
and started his own denomination).

It is a scandalous and outrageous lie to teach that salvation 
arises from human activity. We do not contribute one whit 
to our salvation (1990, Rubel Shelly, preacher, Family of 
God at Woodmont Hills, Nashville, TN, church bulletin).

At the heart of my own belief is the conviction that we are 
saved by grace. What do I mean by this statement?… There 
is no human part of salvation! (1991, Randy Mayeaux).

I spent too many years of my Christian life not knowing 
what grace was. The only thing I knew for sure was that 
“we” didn’t believe in it (1991, Jim Hackney, Midtown 
[now Heritage] Church of Christ, Fort Worth, TX).

Our salvation arises entirely and only from grace…. It is 
entirely of grace through faith…. My salvation is on grace 
alone. Not by anything I’ve added to it. He didn’t do 98% 
of it and I have to add 2%… (1991, Rubel Shelly).

To say that we are saved by Christ’s work plus our work is to 
suggest that the work of Christ at the cross was inadequate. 
To say that God does 99% and we do 1% undermines what 
Christ did at the cross (1991, Denny Boultinghouse, then 
editor, Image magazine; he obviously took some notes on 
Shelly’s foregoing pronouncements; he just missed the 
percentages).

We are saved by grace plus nothing…. God does it all…. 
We keep trying to place conditions on our receiving it 
(1991, Jim Hackney).

[Grace is] the only thing that does save you…. Our works 
have nothing to do with our salvation (1991, Randy Fenter, 
then at MacArthur Park Church of Christ, San Antonio, 
TX).

Salvation is not a human achievement but the free gift of 
God…. Can you see that there is absolutely nothing you 
can do to heal our alienation? (1992, Bill Love, author, The 
Core Gospel: On Restoring the Crux of the Matter).19

Response and Conclusion
No one can believe the Bible and not believe in salvation 

by grace. However, liberals cannot find even a hint of “grace 
only” doctrine in Scripture as some now teach, though some 
of those who do so may have seventeen terminal academic 
degrees. While contemporary change agents got it from 
Moser and his generation, Moser did not originate it. Its 
roots reach all the way back to John Calvin’s theology from 
the sixteenth century. 

If salvation is by grace alone, then why are not all saved? 
God wills that all men be saved (1 Tim. 2:4), and His saving 
grace has appeared to all men (Tit. 2:11). Yet, the Lord 
said that few will be saved (Mat. 7:13–14). As Whiteside 
indicated concerning Moser’s doctrine, the “grace only” 
doctrine quoted above is little more than thinly disguised 
universalism. 

Some of the liberals, unlike strict Calvinists, at least 
concede (in their modified, semi-Calvinism) the requirement 
of faith in the sinner. However, by stating the necessity of the 
“work” of belief (the Lord thus labeled it, John 6:28–29) they 
unravel their entire “grace-only, no-works, no-conditions, 
no-law” heresy. To allow even one condition undercuts their 
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“grace only” premise utterly. 
One verges on irrationality to contend simultaneously 

for two “exclusive” factors of salvation. The late B.B. James, 
my father-in-law, worded this contradiction well:

As strange as it may seem, [Baptist] preachers will use 
Ephesians 2:8 in an attempt to prove the doctrine of 
salvation by faith only. I have heard others use the same 
Scripture in an effort to teach salvation by grace only. Paul 
Said, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” Obviously, if one 
is saved by faith only or by grace only, it could not be by 
grace through faith (unless, of course, grace and faith are 
the same thing).20

 As indicated by several foregoing quotations, Baptist 
preachers are by no means the only ones advocating Moser’s 
“grace only” heresy. One who says in the same breath that 
salvation is “by grace plus nothing,” then adds “by faith 
period,” and further pontificates that “there is nothing you 
can do to be saved” needs a caregiver. “Grace plus nothing” 
excludes faith. “Faith period” excludes grace. And if man 
can do nothing to be saved, who does the believing?

The charges by liberals are false that any of us are 
“afraid of grace,” that we do not believe in it, or that we 
do not understand, preach, or emphasize it. All who preach 
“the whole counsel of God” both believe in it and preach it. 
Every sermon that mentions the Christ, the church, the cross, 
inspiration, repentance, Heaven, Hell, and yes, even baptism 
and the law of Christ, declares and emphasizes the grace of 
God. Rather than excluding all of the foregoing (and many 
other matters, including works of obedience on our part), 
God’s grace and mercy include them. The problem liberals 
have with faithful brethren is not that we do not preach grace, 
but that we do not preach their Calvinistic perversion of it. 

Scriptural accuracy includes “the Man and the plan.” 
Men who choose one in favor of the other are apostates. Our 
Lord, by self-imposed limitation, cannot/does not save apart 
from His plan (Acts 20:32; Rom 1:16; 2 The. 1:7–9; Tit. 
2:11–3:5; et al.). The plan is but a lifeless, powerless, human 
instrument apart from the crucified, risen, enthroned Savior.  
There is no such thing as “grace only” salvation. Salvation 
is free in that we cannot earn or merit it. However, it is not 
free from the standpoint of God-given conditions men must 
meet to receive it. 
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WILL YOU HELP?
Tim Smith

171 Radford Circle
Dothan, AL 36301

(334) 790-0137
gradowith@yahoo.com

My Dear Brethren, 
My name is Tim Smith and I have 

been preaching the gospel for roughly 
twenty-seven years. I have not compro-
mised in the past and I will not com-
promise now and I have no intention of 
ever compromising the principles for 
which Jesus bled and died. I love the 
Lord, the Truth, and the souls of every 
man and woman everywhere enough 
to reach out to them with the power of 
God unto salvation, preaching it in its 
simplicity and its purity.

 Until May 5, 2004 I was a relatively 
healthy (if somewhat overweight) man 
doing pretty much whatever I chose 
to do (physically). On that date, while 
returning from mailing the church bul-
letin I then edited (The Enon Endeavor), 
a woman ran a stop sign at a high rate 
of speed and caused a collision that 
resulted in irreparable damage to my 
spine that affected my ability to stand, 
walk and in general live a normal life. 
I take 24 pills for pain and other re-
lated injuries each day. I am currently 
unemployed (after having preached 
“full-time” for most of 27 years, 14 
1/2 at my last congregation). My wife 
teaches school and thus provides my 
health insurance.

We live wholly on her income. We 
have been pursuing a legal case against 
the woman who caused my injuries. 
Under our legal system we continue to 
be many months away from a court date. 

While the facts are not in dispute, her 
insurance  company refuses to pay until 
they absolutely have to. That leaves us 
in a terrible situation.

I am asking for any financial help 
you can offer to buy medicine and 
pay the utilities and in general remain 
solvent until I am compensated for my 
injuries and allowed to at least  know 
where I stand and take steps to prepare 
for my future. Although my abilities 
are greatly limited due to the injuries 
and the medication I take, I currently 
preach for a small congregation meeting 
in my house.

If you can help us on a one-time 
basis or monthly or in whatever way, it 
would mean so much. I have never been 
a beggar before, and it is not a position 
in which I enjoy being. Further, I dare 
say no Christian would want to be found 
in such a state. Never the less, it is what 
is left to me at present. Therefore, I 
humbly request your consideration of 
my family’s needs.

Please feel free to ask Michael 
Hatcher, Dub McClish, Ken Chumbley, 
David  Brown, Daniel Coe  and/or any-
one else who loves the truth and faith-
fully stands therein about my character  
and soundness in the faith. Thank you 
either way, above all please remember 
my family in your prayer and may God 
bless your work. 
        In Christian Love,
        /s/ Tim Smith



Not long ago The Trail Creek 
Church of Christ, P. O. Box 861192, 
Shawnee, KS. 66286-1192, agreed to 
receive and disburse funds from faithful 
brethren who desire to assist the Tim 

Smith family in their time of need. Dan-
iel Coe,  the faithful evangelist working 
with this congregation, innitiated this 
worthy work. CFTF commends The 
Trail Creek church for their concern and 
willingness to provide this service for 
the Smith family.

We are taking this opportunity to 
encourage, yes even urge, our readers 
to make a financial contribution to the 
Tim Smith family—a monthly or a one 
time gift.

As we gather with family and 
friends this holiday season to enjoy the 
abundance of good things bestowed 
upon us by our loving Heavenly Father,  
let us not let this opportunity to assist 
this family to the end that they too may 
have a more secure and profitable holi-
day season and a truly happy new year. 
There are, no doubt, many who need 
help, but we know of no family more 
worthy and deserving of financial asis-
tance than the Tim Smith family. Please 
do what you can to help them.

Regarding those who have already 
stepped forward to assist the Smiths, 
brother Tim recently wrote the follow-
ing words of appreciattion.

So many have expressed an interest in 
helping (for some again) through a most 
difficult time and for that I am ever grate-
ful! Thank you so much to all who have 
written notes of encouragement, offered 
prayers and/or sent help. /s/ Tim Smith

Make your checks payable to The 
Trail Creek Church of Christ and 
mail them to the address earlier given. 
Please make sure you inform the breth-
ren that your contribution is for the Tim 
Smith family.

—EDITOR
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2008 SPRING CFTF LECTURES
“UNITY—FROM GOD OR MAN”

FEBRUARY 24—27

David P. Brown, Director
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24
   9:30    AM    David P. Brown   “Union in Diversity” Contadicts New Testament Unity
 10:30  AM    Darrell Broking   Immorality and Unity
  NOON MEAL PROVIDED BY THE SPRING CONGREGATION
   5:00    PM    Steve Yeatts   A History of Unity Movements in the Church of Christ 
   6:00    PM    John West   The Lord’s Supper and Unity
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25

   9:00    AM    Dub Mowery   The Influence of the Colleges on Scriptural Unity 
 10:00  AM    Michael Hatcher   Worship and Unity
    *10:00 AM    Sonya West   How “Christian Women” Destroy Unity
 11:00  AM    Wayne Blake   The Godly Home and Unity
   LUNCH BREAK
   1:30   PM    Skip Francis   Is the Church in Crisis?
   2:30   PM  Paul Vaughn   The Restoration Principle and Unity
   3:30   PM    OPEN FORUM
              DINNER BREAK
   6:30   PM CONGREGATIONAL SINGING
   7:00   PM    Daniel Denham   Sound Doctrine and Unity
   8:00   PM  Jesse Whitlock   Bible Versions and Unity
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26
   9:00   AM  Johnny Oxendine   The New Hermeneutic and Unity
 10:00 AM  Ken Chumbley   An Informed Membership and Unity
     *10:00 AM    Sonya West   How Christian Women Build Unity 
 11:00 AM  Geoff Litke   Causes of Division
   LUNCH BREAK
   1:30  PM      Denny Wilson   How Does Repentance Relate to Unity?
   2:30  PM  Gene Hill   Money and Unity
   3:30  PM OPEN FORUM
   DINNER BREAK
   6:30  PM     CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
   7:00  PM  Danny Douglas   God’s Plan for Unity (Eph. 4)
   8:00  PM  Lynn Parker   Is the Church of Christ a Sect?
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27
   9:00   AM  Tim Cozad   Music in the Worship of God and Unity
 10:00 AM  David Watson   Gospel Preachers and Unity
 11:00 AM  Gary Summers   The Autonomy of the Church and Unity
   LUNCH BREAK
   1:30  PM  Paul Middlebrooks  Church Discipline and Unity 
   2:30  PM  Bruce Stulting   Godly Fear and Unity
   3:30  PM OPEN FORUM
   DINNER BREAK
   6:30  PM CONGREGATIONAL SINGING
   7:00  PM  Lee Moses   Love, the Authority of God’s Word and Unity
   8:00  PM  Dub McClish   The Elders and Deacons Responsibility to Keep
        the “Unity of the Spirit”

Lunch Provided by the Spring Congregation • Hardback Book of Lectures Available
   R. V. Hook-Ups • Video and Audio Recordings •  Approved Displays
Elders: Kenneth D. Cohn, Buddy Roth and Jack Stephens

SPRING CHURCH OF CHRIST
1327 Spring Cypress Road

PO Box 39 Spring, TX 77383
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-Alabama-
Holly Pond-Church of Christ, Hwy 278 W., P.O. Box 131, Holly Pond, 
AL 35083,  Sun. 10:00 a.m.,  11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (256) 
796-6802, (205) 429-2026.

Tuscaloosa-East Pointe Church of Christ one block from Exit 76, off 
I-20, I-59, Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed., 7 p.m. Abiding in God’s 
Word—The Old Paths. U of A student, visitor, or resident? Welcome!  
(205)556-3062.

-England-
Cambridgeshire-Ramsey Church of Christ, meeting at the Rainbow 
Centre, Ramsey, Huntingdon. Sun. 10, 11 a.m.; Wed. (Phone for venue 
and time); www.Ramsey-church-of-christ.org. Contact Keith Sisman, 
001.44.1487.710552; fax:1487.813264 or Keith Sisman.net. Research 
Website of 1,000 years of the British Church of Christ; www.Traces-of-
the-kingdom.org and www.Myth-and-Mystery.org.

-Florida-
Ocoee–Ocoee Church of Christ, 2 East Magnolia Street, Ocoee, FL 34761. 
Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. David Hartbarger, 
Evangelist, (407) 656-2516, ocoeechurchofchrist@yahoo.com, www.
ocoeecoc.org.

Pensacola–Bellview Church of Christ, 4850 Saufley Field Road, Pensacola, 
FL 32526, Sun. 9:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Michael 
Hatcher, evangelist, (850) 455-7595.

-Georgia-
Cartersville– Church of Christ, 1319 Joe Frank Harris Pkwy  NW 30120-
4222.  770-382-6775, www.cartersvillechurchofchrist.org.  Sun. 10,  
11a.m., 6:30 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m.  Bobby D. Gayton, evangelist- email: 
bdgayton@juno.com.

-North Carolina-
Rocky Mount–Scheffield Drive Church of Christ, 3309 Scheffield Dr., 
Rocky Mount, NC 27802 (252) 937-7997.

-Oklahoma-
Porum– Church of Christ, 8 miles South of I-40 at Hwy 2, Warner exit. 
Sun. 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Allen Lawson, evangelist, email: 
lawson@starnetok.net.

- Tennessee-
Murfreesboro–Church of Christ, 837 Esther Lane, Murfreesboro, TN, 
Sun. Bible class 9:00 a.m., Worship 10:00 a.m., Fellowhip meal 11:00 a.m., 
Devotional 12:00 p.m.; Wed. Bible Study 7:00 p.m. For directions and other 
information please visit our website at www.murfreesborochurchofchrist.
org. evangelist, Steve Yeatts.

-Texas-
Denton area–Northpoint Church of Christ, 5101 E. University Dr. (Green-
belt Business Park). Mailing address: Northpoint Church of Christ, Green-
belt Business Park, 5101 E. University Dr., Box 12, Denton, TX 76208. E-
mail: northpointcoc@hotmail.com. Sunday: 9:30, 10:30, 6:00; Wednesday 
7:00. Contact: Dub McClish: 940.323.9797; tgjoriginal@verizon.net.

Houston area–Spring Church of Christ, 1327 Spring Cypress, P.O. Box 
39, Spring, TX 77383, (281) 353-2707. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6:00 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., David P. Brown, evangelist. Home of  the Spring 
Contending for the Faith Lectures beginning the last Sunday in February. 
www.churchesofchrist.com.

Hubbard–105 NE 6th St., Hubbard, TX 76648, Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 
6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Delbert J. Goines; DJGoines@Valornet.com.

Huntsville–1380 Fish Hatchery Rd. Huntsville, TX 77320. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (936) 438-8202.

Hurst (Fort Worth area)–Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla Dr., 
P.O. Box 85, Hurst, TX 76053. Sun.  9  a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. (817) 282-3239.  

New Braunfels–225 Saenger Halle Rd. Sun: 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6:00 
p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lynn Parker, evangelist. (830) 625-9367. www.
nbchurchofchrist.com.

Richwood–1600 Brazosport, Richwood, TX. Sun. 9:30; 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (979) 265-4256.

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne–High Plains Church of Christ, 421 E. 8th St., Cheyenne, WY 
82007, tel. (307) 638-7466, Sunday: 9:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m., Tel. (307) 514-3394, evangelist: Roelf L. Ruffner
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